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By the morning after that Matt decided that it was mighty pleasant 
living alone. He enjoyed waking to a day stretched before him to fill as 
he pleased

His father had really gone. He was alone, with miles of wilderness 
stretching on every side.

The Sign of the Beaver “Book Bits”

There are 47 “Book Bits”, however, you will only need one for each student; you can 
pick and choose which ones you like the most.

1. Give each student a “Book Bit”.  The students will read their individual “Book 
Bits” and be allowed a little time to ponder and reflect on what they say (e.g., What 
impressions are they gathering about the book?).

2. Have the students move around the classroom, reading their “Book Bit” to every 
other student, while also listening to the other students’ “Book Bits”.  No discussion 
or interpretation occurs at this point; they are simply reading to each other.

3. After hearing the other students’ “Book Bits”, students can then do a quick write 
on the impressions they now have about the book (What is this book about? What 
can we infer about the characters?, What might happen in the story? etc.)

4. After the quick write, students can discuss with each other in pairs, small groups, 
and eventually whole group.

5. The “Book Bit” quick write can then be revisited after students have read more of 
the book, or have completed the book.
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Matt was too weak to struggle. He could not even lift his head. Now that 
he was out of the cold water, his skin seemed to be on fire from head to 
toe, yet he could not stop shivering.

The lump in Matt's throat felt as big as the watch. This was the finest thing 
his father had ever possessed.

Already he was beginning to realize that time was going to move slowly.

It was a good life, with only a few small annoyances buzzing like mos-
quitoes inside his head. One of these was the thought of Indians.

Once he had been taken captive by the fierce Iroquois, who were set on 
putting him to torture, but he had been too smart for them and escaped in 
the night.
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VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES
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