
SURROUNDINGS
Exploring attractions and wonders near Portland

365 
DAYS OF SKIING  

ON MT HOOD

620 
FEET, MULTNOMAH FALLS,  

OREGON’S HIGHEST WATERFALL,  
IS JUST 29 MILES AWAY. 

363 
MILES OF PUBLIC BEACH ON  

THE OREGON COAST

35 
MILES OF DAY TRIPPING FUN IN  

HOOD RIVER’S FRUIT LOOP

#1 
CRATER LAKE IS THE DEEPEST  
LAKE IN THE UNITED STATES,  
7TH DEEPEST IN THE WORLD

On the 
RoadPortland’s appeal is partly due to its close proximity to Mount Hood,

Willamette Valley’s vineyards, wild rivers, lush fields and the rugged
Oregon coast. All of this makes a Portland a great starting point for a
wider exploration of the region.

Willamette Valley Wine Country
The success and popularity of Oregon’s wine industry can in part be 
attributed to the Willamette Valley’s ideal location — the valley sits on 
the same latitude as France’s Burgundy wine region, and is the site of 
more than 400 of the state’s 600+ wineries. The entrance to the Wil-
lamette Valley Wine Country is just 20 miles (32 km) from downtown 
Portland, and many of the wineries offer tours, tasting rooms and 
other features. While the grape that put the Willamette Valley on the 
map is Pinot Noir, winemakers in the area also continually draw criti-
cal acclaim for their Chardonnay and Pinot Gris, and many experi-
ment with other cool-climate varietals (see Liquid Assets section for 
further detail on wine).

In addition to grapes, the valley is also fertile ground for much of the 
produce grown in the region and utilized by Portland’s chefs. Some of 
the largest crops are hazelnuts and berries. This farmland provides a 
feast for the eyes as well as the stomach, with beautiful vistas through-
out. The area has become a destination unto itself, with charming B&Bs, 
hotels, award-winning golf courses and acclaimed restaurants.

The Columbia River Gorge  
National Scenic Area
Just 14 miles (22.5 km) outside of Portland, the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area offers 292,500 acres (118,371 ha) of stunning 
scenery and outdoor recreation options.

A leisurely drive on the Historic Columbia River Highway is a popular 
way to experience the gorge. One of the first stops heading east from 
Troutdale is Vista House at Crown Point, where visitors soak in pan-
oramic views. Built in 1916 as a monument to Oregon’s early pioneers 
and a respite for travelers, Vista House serves as a visitor center and 
is now on the National Register of Historic Places. The old highway 
features several waterfalls, including Multnomah Falls, Oregon’s high-
est at 620 feet (189 m). Hiking trails and picnic facilities are available 
at many of the waterfall sites.

In the gorge, Hood River — a ski town during winter — becomes a 
beach bum’s paradise every summer with windsurfing and kiteboard-
ing, quaint galleries and a number of breweries, including America’s 
first employee-owned brewery, Full Sail Brewing. Located slightly 
over an hour from Portland (and just 30 minutes from Mount Hood), 
it’s also in the middle of orchard country, accessible via a 35-mile (56 
km) driving tour known as the Hood River County Fruit Loop. Spring 
brings a blossom festival; fall is harvest festival time.
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Mount Hood
Rising an impressive 11,235 feet (3,424 m), this majestic peak 60 miles 
(96.5 km) southeast of Portland in the Cascade Range is a dormant 
volcano. Mount Hood is well known as the home of Timberline Lodge, 
a National Historic Landmark, and Timberline Ski Area, which boasts 
the longest ski season in North America. Whether skiing, snowboard-
ing, climbing or just sightseeing, it’s easy to appreciate Timberline’s 
appeal to travelers.

Mount Hood Meadows, the mountain’s largest ski resort, off ers 
trails for skiers of all skill levels. Meadows boasts 11 lifts, 85 runs and a 
three-mile stretch of uninterrupted downhill. Additional ski areas on 
the mountain’s expansive shoulders include Cooper Spur Mountain 
Resort and Ski Area and Mount Hood Skibowl, the largest night skiing 
area in North America.

For those who prefer to explore by foot, cross-country and snow-
shoe trails zigzag the 1-million-acre Mt. Hood National Forrest, letting 
outdoor enthusiasts reconnect with nature while traversing the well-
maintained paths. The Forest Service keeps an exhaustive list of open 
trails and also maintains 10 snowmobile paths.

The Oregon Coast
The rugged Oregon coast is a photographer’s dream. Nicknamed “the 
People’s Coast,” all of the beaches in the state are open to the public. 
A trip down the coast can include stops in historic Astoria, the oldest 
permanent U.S. settlement west of the Rockies; Cannon Beach, loved 
by shoppers and art collectors; the Tillamook Cheese Factory, where 
nearly one million visitors watch the cheese-making and packaging 
processes each year; Depoe Bay, a popular whale-watching site; Flor-
ence for sand dunes and Sea Lion Caves; and Newport, home to the 
Oregon Coast Aquarium. Newport is also world headquarters of Rogue 
Brewery — the state’s biggest beer-making operation and 38th largest 
in the country. 

Crater Lake
More than 7,000 years ago a violent eruption blew the top off  of Mount 
Mazama, creating Oregon’s most famous natural wonder — Crater 
Lake. With depths of 1,932 feet (589 m), this is the deepest lake in the 
United States (seventh deepest in the world). Established in 1902, 
Crater Lake National Park is Oregon’s only national park. The park is 
open year-round; however, winter access and services are limited due 
to heavy snow. (Crater Lake receives 533 inches [1,354 cm] of snow 
annually.) The restored Crater Lake Lodge is open mid-May through 
mid-October. Seasonal activities include cross-country skiing, guided 
snowshoeing expeditions, hiking, camping and boat tours of the lake.
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