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PARISH NEWSLETTER  
COVID Volunteer update

Bluntisham Parish Council 
would like to thank the 65 
volunteers who have given their 
time to help those shielding 
during this crisis.  The parish 
council set up the scheme in 
such a short amount of time 
which was only possible due to 
the large number of people 
willing and able to help.  

The Parish Council also applied 
for and received a grant of 
£2,000 to contribute towards 
the administration of the 
scheme and other expenses.

At the time of printing there 
were 48 people registered and 
receiving help with shopping, 
collecting prescriptions, 
newspapers, etc.  To those 
people, who have received help, 
this has been a great asset and 
the parish council would like to 
formally thank all those 
volunteers here in this 
newsletter and in person when 
we can gather in numbers larger 
than 6!  

Thanks also to Steve Highland 
and the staff at Budgens who 
have made the volunteers feel 
welcome and for retaining a 
great service during such 
difficult times.  Check out more 
on page 7,8 

As I write this I am waiting to log onto a “Teams” DMC planning 
meeting and wondering what the new “normal” will be.  However, 
the most important thing I can say is how well the residents of 
Bluntisham have coped and behaved during this difficult time.  I 
am really proud of the volunteer scheme we set up at the start of 
the pandemic and it has been lovely to hear some of your stories, 
check out pages 7, 8 & 9.  The sad thing is that we have had to 
cancel so many of our community events which are always so well 
attended by you all and take so many months or organising.  
Thanks to the beer festival committee for keeping us updated with 
the festival and for encouraging the local brewery to continue to 
brew and deliver to us during lockdown.  The WW2 75th 
anniversary celebrations had to be cancelled, but we hope to be 
able to celebrate 76 years next year!  A number of quizzes, 
BaCStage performance, Jazz band to name a few of the other 
events cancelled.  Not to mention the weddings in the village hall 
and the summer of cricket and the football tournaments.

Rose homes are now building despite the delay, check out page 10 
for more details.

The Parish Council have had several meetings using Zoom 
technology and I would like to thank all Councillors for their 
attendance and contribution.  Members of the public are welcome 
to join the meetings, please contact the clerk ahead of the meeting 
for the log in details.

At our AGM I made a commitment with Cllr Criswell to 
improving the Wheatsheaf crossroad junction.  I will keep you 
posted with progress.

Finally can I remind everyone to respect all users of the foot/cycle 
path from Bluntisham - Needingworth.

Thanks for reading and wishing you all a healthy and happy 
summer and long may this nice weather continue.

Mark Berg, Chairman
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BLUNTISHAM VILLAGE HALL
During this uncertain time all activities have been 
cancelled in the village hall.  However, local businesses 
continue to hire the hall and would appreciate your 
support when things return to normal again.

During lockdown we have made several improvements 
to the village hall, these include:  sanding and sealing the 
wooden floor in the main hall, remove and replace mens 
& ladies toilets including new floor and painting.

We would love to be able to have a couple of community 
activities before the end of the year and we are planning 
on holding the following: 

26th September 2020 - Pop Quiz 

14th November 2020 - Bluntisham Cricket Club 

Quiz 

21st November 2020 - Christmas Fair 

These activities are all subject to government guidelines 
and may well not go ahead as planned.

Don’t forget the village hall can be hired for other events 
and can be dressed to make it extra special.  Saturday 
afternoon rates for children’s birthday parties are also 
available making it an affordable option.

Please note that verbal or physical abuse to our staff will 
not be tolerated and will be reported to the police.

The hall is licensed and can easily accommodate a 
function for 100 people and has ample free parking.

For more details and to view the village hall brochure 
visit the website:  www.bluntishamparishcouncil.org 
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Regular 
activities at 
Bluntisham 
Village Hall: 

• Ballroom Dancing

• Badminton

• Fitness Pilates

• Zumba

• Yoga (daytime Wednesday 
& Thursday)

• French lessons (term time 
only)

• Boxing

Advertising space is 

always available in the 

village newsletter.  Very 

reasonable rates for half 

or full page adverts.  

Contact the clerk for 

more details and 

deadline dates for the 

next newsletter.
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Book Exchange
Bluntisham book exchange is located in the old village phone 
box located on Colne Road.  There are a selection of adult 
and children’s books including reference books as well as 
some DVD’s and 
VHS’s.  During 
lockdown people 
have been adding 
jigsaws and other 

games to swap.  The idea of the book exchange is to 
exchange one for another.  Too frequently we get bags of 
books left on the floor of the phone box making it 
impossible for anyone to access to view what books are 
available.  Can we ask you if there is no space to put your 
books onto the shelves that you don’t leave them on the 
floor.  The phone box does leak and we don’t want these 
books to become damaged if there isn’t the space on the 
shelves for them.   Please respect the library and for the 
time being do not leave any more items.  

Parish Counci!ors contact details
Mr Mark Berg (Chairman) - 01487 741067

Mr Gary James (Vice Chairman) - 01487 841895

Mr Frank Hudson - 01487 741290

Mr Rob Gore - 01487 843414

Mrs Philippa Hope - 07795 374382

Mrs Cynthia Curtis - 01487 841246

Mr Roger Steel - 07716 380737

Mrs Jayne Smith - 07721 009900

Mrs Mary Groombridge - 01487 841745

Mr Martin Crowhurst - 01487 842646

District & County Counci!ors contact details
Cllr Steve Criswell - 01487 740745

Cllr Jon Neish - 01480 466110

Cllr Lewis Besley - 01480 300658
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For updates for fruit we have picked please visit 
www.heathfruitfarm.co.uk or see our Facebook page 

facebook.com/heathfruitfarm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artisan Apple Juice 
 

Order online 
https://www.foodens.com/en-

GB/pippintreepress  
or through our Facebook page 
facebook.com/pippintreepress 

 
4 x 750ml bottles for £10  

(plus £1 delivery) 
 

 

All apples in the juice are from Heath Fruit 
Farm, Bluntisham and pressed in 

Somersham 
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Dogs - do’s and don’ts
Bluntisham is fortunate to have a dog walk & dog exercise area within the village and the majority of 
dog owners follow the rules.  However, there are always a small minority who don’t follow the rules.  
The dog walk is 
not exclusive to 
dogs, however, all 
users of this area 
need to be aware 
that a lot of dogs 
will be using the 
area and dogs do 
not have to be on 
leads…but do have 
to be in control of 
the owner/walker 
at all times. Theses 
signs are on display 
at all entrances to 
the recreation area.

 

A useful guide for dog owners and anyone thinking of getting a dog can be found on the 
Huntingdonshire district council website.  Click here for the electronic document.

General information about dogs on leads. In addition there is a ‘Dogs on Leads’ Order, which applies 
to all footpaths next to roads, in towns and larger villages. There are still plenty of open spaces out of 
town for a good run, but please prevent livestock-
worrying and remove dog faeces from fields and, for the 
sake of safety, use a dog lead on country and trunk roads.

All dogs are excluded from the play park in Bluntisham 
and the main area of all the playing fields, this is clearly 
shown on the dog exclusion order.

Useful contact numbers: 

HDC Dog Warden - 01480 388388 or 
environmental.health@huntingdonshire.gov.uk 

RSPCA - 0300 123 0726 / 07742 658086

Wood Green - 0300 303 9333
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ATTENTION  
ALL DOG 
WALKERS

DOG 
EXERCISE

AREA

DOGS 
PROHIBITED

DOGS 
PROHIBITED

DOGS 
PROHIBITED

DOG  
WALK

DOG 
PROHIBITED

DOG  
WASTE BIN   

PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG  
AND USE THE DOG BINS PROVIDED.

THE AREA CROSS HATCHED IN WHITE ON THE 
PLAN OPPOSITE IS A DOG EXCLUSION ZONE - 
DOGS ARE NOT PERMITTED ANYWHERE WITHIN 
THIS AREA, AT ANY TIME.

PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO OBSERVE  
THIS NOTICE IS £75.
BY ORDER BLUNTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL

The red dotted line on the map shows the dedicated 
dog walk round the perimeter of this area.  
In addition the green area in the north-east corner is 
a designated dog exercise area.
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 Saving Bluntisham Swi$s
As with the whole of the country Bluntisham's swifts have been in decline over the last 20 years, the swift 
population has decreased by 50% in this time and the swift could be extinct from our skies within 30 years 
if we don't help.

One of the reasons for this loss is lack of nest sites, our tendency to seal up buildings during renovations or 
to knock them down, means swifts are returning to discover their nest sites are gone or access is blocked.  
We can help these birds from further declining by putting up nest boxes either brought or home made. 

I have lived in the village all my life and can remember 3 large colonies of swifts, which now have 
practically gone, but there is a good chance we can reverse this, as we still have pairs trying to make a home 
in Bluntisham.  I have made 10 boxes over the last 5 years which I installed on my house (4 with camera's) 
and have managed to attract 5 pairs of swifts which have successfully raised 12 chicks in this time.

The birds are site faithful and will always return to the same box or hole every year for all of their lives, this 
can be over 10 years which is amazing considering they weigh around 40-45 grams, about the same as a 
cream egg, they also pair for life and will only land to go into a nest.  So everything is done in the air or on 
the wing; like collecting nesting materials that float through the air, drinking is done by skimming over 
calm water and scooping up the water with its open beak and then there is having a sleep which again is 
done while flying, they rise up to a great height then shut down half their brain and glide for a while before 
waking up and doing the other half.  They even mate in the air.  They fly around 500 miles a day and 
when feeding their chicks they can gather a staggering 100,000 insects a day.

Swifts like to nest in colonies if possible, so two or more boxes are best.  They are also very clean birds 
and do not do droppings out of their boxes and when they have young they actually eat the fecal sacs, 
helping to keep the nest clean.  They are very unobtrusive and can come and go without you hardly 
noticing, but then on those glorious summer evenings they can put on a spectacular show in the sky around 
the nest area with birds chasing and screaming with speeds up to 70mph.  They seem to have a charm 
that links them to summer and warm weather but they only stay with us for 3 months of the year to breed 
or to find a nest to breed in the following year, before they return to Africa for the winter, a 6000 mile 
journey, where they spend a lot of time over the Congo Basin, before repeating their trip next April to 
arrive in Britain at the beginning of May.

There is already good news in the helping of these birds that Bluntisham Parish Council has given 
permission to put 4 swift boxes on the village hall so a big thank you to them and the 100 club for making 
this project possible.  

So with a little work we may well have swifts over Bluntisham for future generations 
to enjoy too, so if you feel you could help by putting up a box or two that would be 
wonderful news, there are also lots of good websites to check out for box designs 
and information.  There is also a local guy who makes and supplies swift boxes.   

Dave Newman

• Bristol Swifts - https://www.bristolswifts.co.uk                      
• John Stimpson nest boxes (Wilburton) - 01353 740451
• Swift conservation - https://www.swift-conservation.org
• Clarke Brunt Swifts - Apus apus (Common swift)
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Take-Off! A Swift leaves its nest box in Denmark - our fastest bird in level flight!  Photo © Inger Lund

 

They're back! Swifts are with us for just 3
months each Summer bringing spectacular
action and excitement to our skies...
These amazing birds have shared our buildings ever since the
Romans came to Britain. They still breed in our eaves and gables, but
not for much longer, as modern and renovated buildings exclude
them. We have lost over half of our Swifts in just the past 20 years

Unless we help them, Swifts will vanish from the UK. Find out here all
about Swifts, why they matter, and how you can help them thrive

 search

search engine by freefind

 Contents    Projects
  

 News    Local Experts & Groups
  

 Videos    Useful Leaflets
  

 D I Y Nestboxes    Swift Call CD's & MP3's
  

 First Aid & Care      Nestboxes, Books & more!

Architects, Developers & Builders
  Build for Swifts! Download our leaflet all about Swift Bricks!

Builders!
are you working at a Swift nest site?
Follow this guidance
 1.  Leave existing nest places undisturbed 
 2.  If re-roofing, make new nest access holes to match the 
      old ones exactly  
 3.  New build - internal nest spaces are the best
 4.  If you cannot do "3 " above, fit external nest boxes

Installing Swift Nest Boxes?
See our Shopping Page or

  Click on the Swift to download a DIY Swift nest box pattern

Supporting & Enhancing Urban
Biodiversity 
We provide training for professionals in practical Urban Biodiversity
techniques - contact Swift Conservation for more details 

Need advice?  -  contact Swift Conservation 

We provide support throughout the UK & Europe
N.B. Please do not contact us about fallen or injured Swifts -
go straight to our List of Carers and contact the nearest one! 

Our Mailing List
  Join our mailing list (or leave it - tell us which!)

                               You can download our GDPR statement here

Donations
We are "not for profit" - Our modest dream is to cover our costs
If you would like to support our work, please donate via the link below to our
secure payment site - Thank You!

Swift Awareness Week 27 June to 5 July      
Events on-line! Socially Distanced! Masked! 
Set up an event and publicise it! For advice click here

Our next public talks - see below
To make contact with the organisers or for more details - click on the
underlined text

N.B. All talks are subject to Government advice on Social Distancing etc.

2 July (on-line) Holland Park Centre London
1 October Guildford RSPB Members Group
13 October Twickenham & Richmond RSPB Group
17 October Lavenhham Bird Club Suffolk
3 November Goudhurst & Marden Swifts Kent
20 November Potters Bar RSPB Group
     

  Want to set up a talk with us? Click on the Swift! 

Swift Surveys - Click on the logos to participate

How to Survey Swifts - download our leaflet here 

Add your Swift sightings to BirdTrack
and see migration in action!

Use the new RSPB Swift Mapper App! 

  Download here

Support the BTO's  
By participating in the BTO Breeding Bird Survey
you contribute to our knowledge of Swifts in the UK 

We have been providing free advice on how to help Swifts since 2003

Swift Conservation is grateful to    for its support
swift-conservation.org name site texts © copyright Edward Mayer 2020 Photographs & illustrations © copyright as indicated

This is a "cookie" - free website - we do not infringe your privacy
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Church Street Health Centre Somersham
Dr Liu who currently holds a contract to deliver GP services for Church Street Health Centre, as well 
as two branch surgeries in Earith and Bluntisham, recently gave notice to terminate his contract so 
that he can begin his planned retirement from the end of September 2020. This unfortunately will 
result in the closure of Church Street Health Centre.

The practice are now working alongside Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) and NHS England and NHS Improvement (NHSEI) who have made the decision to 
arrange for the patients of Church Street Health Centre to transfer to other local GP practices when 
the surgery closes. 

Dr Lui and the practice team would like to reassure patients that they are committed to ensuring all 
patients have access to high quality GP care in the future and will help to provide a smooth transfer 
for patients as the move to their new GP practice.

At this stage patients do not need to take any further action. All patients have been sent a letter that 
will outline the process in which the CCG and NHSEI will be allocating patients to a new GP 
practice.

From now until September though patients will continue to receive GP services from Church Street 
Health Centre in the same way as they do now.

Further information is available on the Church Street Health Centre website including Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQs). The practice will also be setting up some online virtual meetings that all 
patients are welcome to join to discuss any issues. The first of these will be held on Skype on 

Wednesday 15 July at 16:00-17:30. Further details will be publicised on the practice website and 
notice boards. 

Dr Lui would also like to share the following message with local residents:

“During the time spent in Somersham, Bluntisham, Earith and the surrounding villages I have built up 
excellent relationships with my patients, who I am very sad to leave. 

“I would like to thank everyone who has supported us and would like to reassure you that the NHS 
will still be there to provide you with an excellent service. I would also like to take this opportunity on 
your behalf to thank my staff for all their help and support.”
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Bluntisham Parish Council in conjunction with HDC Active Lifestyles team are hoping to be able 
to offer the summer activity sessions.  These will be held on the following Mondays from 10 - 12pm:

3rd, 10th, 17th & 24 August. 

This is subject to the guidelines and numbers may be reduced as a result of this.  For up to date info 
please contact the clerk nearer the time.
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Some of our volunteers and recipients comments on the COVID-19 volunteer scheme
Bluntisham Parish Council asked our volunteers and those receiving support if they would give some 
feedback of their COVID experience’s.  See below for some comments from those receiving support 
and latterly from volunteers helping those in the village.  The parish council are grateful to everyone 
for how they have followed the scheme guidelines and respected their volunteer’s.  

When the leaflet about the volunteer scheme came through the letter box I wanted to sign up in case 
we might need help. My husband and I both have type 2 diabetes and he is over 70.  Our volunteer 
was lovely.  Nothing was too much trouble.  About 2 weeks into lockdown my husband had a heart 
attack and I received regular messages of support in addition to bits of shopping.  Our volunteer was 
keen to let her children join in and it was a joy to find drawings on the doorstep which still have pride 
of place on our fridge today.  I'm pleased to say my husband came home safely from hospital since 
they wanted to prepare for the Covid peak.  He is progressing well and our volunteer even got some 
petrol for him so that he could continue mowing the lawn.  Now the children have started back to 
school and our volunteer is busy working we have said our goodbyes for now.  Having got to know a 
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We are developing new telephone software at the Council to help our customers out of hours. 
This software uses voice technology known as a ‘Voice Bot.’ 

This development is funded by the Local Government Association. 

We want to make sure that everyone in our community has access to the same information. 

This means the information available on our website or will be available over the phone out of 
hours and without a wait. 

What would the Voice Bot solution deliver? 

The solution we are developing means you can call us after hours and a Voice Bot will listen to 
your enquiry. It will attempt to answer your query by searching through a list of our Frequently 
Asked Questions. 

If you prefer to contact us by telephone or if this is the only method available, this could be a good 
solution for you. 

It means we can still help you outside of normal working hours. 

Testing. 

We are looking for volunteers to test this new feature and to provide feedback on your experience. 

If you are interested in taking part, or would like more information, please contact us: 

01480 388388 

Consultation@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
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lovely young family we hope to enjoy their company again when it is safe.  Thank you to all those 
involved in the volunteer scheme. Anonymous 

I was very impressed with how quickly Tracey dealt with the matter of helping vulnerable people in 
obtaining help.  Having been issued with my own volunteer nothing was too much trouble for her. 
Nice to see a smiley face at the door, distanced, during this lockdown.  Thanking the Parish Council 
and course my volunteer, Judy, in making this time more bearable and keeping us ‘oldies’ safe.  Chris 

Roberts 

Somehow a simple “thank you” fails to express the most sincere appreciation we feel for the many acts 
of kindness we have experienced throughout this time of COVID-19 lockdown.  In particular our 
thanks go to Bluntisham Parish Council for initiating and coordinating a team of volunteers, and 
specifically to Philippa, Laura and Tracey who throughout the three months of our self isolation have 
most efficiently delivered newspapers and emergency items of shopping.  Most importantly we have 
felt that someone out there cares, and is available to offer help should we need it.  We have lived on 
the outskirts of Bluntisham some 15 years, mere newcomers compared with many in the village. 
However, we have been touched by the kindness of so many villagers; neighbours who fill our mower’s 
petrol can, allotment holders who spontaneously offer us fresh vegetables, and walkers who stop for a 
chat as they pass by and provide contact details “just in case we need anything”.  If anything good is to 
come out of this dreadful pandemic then surely it is the strengthened sense of community and 
neighbourliness for which we are most sincerely grateful. Long may it continue!  Jan & Nick. 

My volunteer, Dale, has been wonderful - braving the queues and the crowds on my behalf, for which 
I'm very grateful.  I think it would be a great idea to see the scheme continue as a community benefit 
and anti-loneliness project. I can't wait till this is all over & Dale and I can get together and talk 
guitars!  Best wishes and thanks to all concerned.  Peter Dorrity

Thanks to the Parish Council for coordinating a group of volunteers,  to assist its residents during the 
Covid - 19 period.  We took advantage of registering in the village scheme just in case we required help 
as we fall into one of the at risk categories.  We were swiftly assigned a dedicated Champion(s) which 
gave us a contact should we require assistance.  Contact was made and even though we did not know 
them, very quickly we discovered we had mutual friends outside the village, a number of things in 
common and believe it or not, they came from within 20 miles of Marion's home in Scotland.  Within 
days a friendship ensued and assistance was offered.  Furthermore, as both parties have an interest in 
baking there was an early exchange of recipes and cakes, (when flour was available).  Whilst our 
requirement has been kept to a minimum it is reassuring to know someone was there to assist if 
required.  Thank you to our Champion and thank you to the PC for making this possible.  We are very 
lucky to live in Bluntisham.  H & M Potter

When Covid hit the UK we like many others were very concerned for ourselves, our family, our 
friends and of course our colleagues in the village.  As we fell into the "at risk" category we jumped at 
the chance to have some help and immediately signed up for the volunteer/buddy scheme. However, 
we only used it the once (our buddy was extremely helpful in collecting medication from Somersham). 
It transpired that our two boys who live close by and our next door neighbour were able to collect 
urgent supplies for us, and we are still very grateful for their help.  Like many others who do not wish 
to venture out to the shops we now order food and essentials online. This is something we shall 
continue with. In particular getting fresh food from our local suppliers we realise who much more 
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tasty and fresh it really is.  The volunteer scheme is something we would like to see continue in the 
village and having experienced the friendliness and support that it can offer to everyone, we would 
like to offer our services in someway in the future when these troubled times are over.  Tim & Debbie 

Jones

First of all I would like to say how very impressed I was by how quickly you and 'your team' jumped 
into action organising a volunteer scheme on behalf of the village residents.  I only used my volunteer 
once to collect a prescription from St Ives ( my surgery are currently now arranging this) and was most 
grateful. As for food shopping, I am fortunate in sharing with friends living in the village, a 
supermarket delivery every week. I'm sure I would have been glad of a volunteer shopping for me if 
that had not been the case.  As far as keeping the volunteer scheme going within the village, I think it 
would be great. I may not need it now, but who knows in the future…….!  Christine Harrison

I would like to say how grateful I am for the help that my husband and I received from the parish 
volunteer group during the lock down. I have post viral chronic fatigue and have been struggling with 
health issues anyway, but sure enough a nasty virus got us both at the beginning of the lockdown, 
before we were prepared for it, luckily our neighbour did an emergency shop for us the day we became 
ill, and that gave me time to organise for a volunteer to do our shops for us after that, as my husband 
who usually does the shopping was even more poorly than me. I don't like to think how we would 
have coped that first few weeks without the kind help that we received from both the lovely 
volunteers and our neighbour, many heartfelt thanks to Sophie Brown and husband, and Rob. I am 
sure that a permanent volunteer scheme for the village would be a brilliant idea, it would certainly 
help me to feel less worried about the future, and would no doubt be a God send to our elderly and/or 
infirm residents too. I consider us to be very lucky to be living in this village, with such a caring 
community spirit, I even had help getting hold of some important greeting cards without having to 
leave the house, from a local lady who refused payment! Thank-You to everyone who helped us, keep 
well.  Andrea Weeding

Being in the 'Shielded' category my wife and I immediately went into isolation in late March. We were 
pretty well prepared but like most a little concerned about the coming months especially with having 
other family members in the village also ‘Shielding'.  Knowing of the Parish Council's Village Covid-19 
Volunteer Scheme I contacted the Clerk who soon sent me details with the names of my volunteer 
and two further volunteer contacts as back up. As luck as had it I haven't had to make too many 
demands on my volunteer team but the principle volunteer James Beattie has kept in contact and seen 
to my needs when requested. I hope at some time in the future I can meet with James and offer him a 
pie and a pint ( my favourite not his) as a way of saying thank you.  Having this accessible volunteer 
service on hand has been very reassuring and a credit to the village and to those volunteering, which 
again demonstrates there is a community and a apolitical Parish Council concerned about community 
and the fostering of community. I would also like to mention the Clerk, Tracey Davidson, who seems 
to be at the centre of many programs and initiatives for the village.  Well done all.  Mal

Some of our volunteers shared their experiences.

Just to report that my volunteering for Allison is going well, but she is a long term isolator and may 
need support for quite a few months to come..you may need to factor this in to your meeting in July?

Clerk contact details:  bluntishamclerk@gmail.com 9
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Also the staff at Budgens have been really helpful, I'm not used to shopping for Impulse body spray 
and cheese flavoured dreamies for cats...At least it's been keeping me out of mischief during 
lockdown.  Roger

No real tales to tell – but I haven’t been volunteering as long as most, only to say it has been a pleasure 
to do a little to help and how touched I was to receive some drawings from the children of one family 
I am helping as a thank you – it really made my day.  I think it would be a great idea for the scheme to 
continue in some form and would be happy to continue if I can still balance with work 
commitments. Again, thanks to you for organising.  Amanda

A residents view on the Covid 19 train of events

December 2019.   Coronavirus - Covid 19.   There is a medical virus problem in Wuhan reported on 
the news.  Are we concerned?  Not really it is thousands of miles away in China.  We have been here 
before with SARS, MERS, Bird Flu, Ebola etc. it has not become a problem in the UK.   Fast Forward 
to...

January 29th 2020.  First cases confirmed in UK with Chinese nationals. It is just isolated isn't it?  
No...

Mid February.  Reports of localised "hot spots" in Lombardy and Madrid.  Significant deaths 
reported. Hmm, we have visited these areas in the last two years, we had better watch events more 
closely now.

Early March.  Government advisors says widespread transmission "highly likely" in the UK.  Oh 
dear!  This is serious especially when we realise we are considered to fall in an "at risk" group, even 
though we or no one we know have any symptoms.

Mid March.  Restrictions begin to be put in place and enforced. Panic buying, shortages of key 
products and general confusion ensues. Instructions what to do in the event of having symptoms now 
clarified.

Self isolation and shielding.  No access to online grocery deliveries as we have never registered or done 
routine shopping that way before having always been capable and totally independent.  Now realise 
the situation is becoming critical especially as all family members live many miles away.  

17th March,. A note from Tracey and the Parish Council regarding registration for a village 
volunteering scheme together with a list of essential supplies that the garage shop will have available.  
Shall we register?  We have always been involved with village life and have ourselves volunteered to 
help others in the near 40 years living in the village but now WE MAY need help.  Yes we will register!  
Within hours of registering, we have the name and contact details of our "Champion" and their 
assisting "buddies".  Following day we have an introductory phone call from our champion followed by 
an at distance meeting so we can put a face to the name as we did not know her.

Whilst not needing anything other than a very few key and essential supplies in the early days we have 
had the confidence knowing that if the worst were to happen then help was only a call away.  
Community spirit then began to kick in with neighbours setting up a Whatsapp group, doing 
combined grocery and meat orders and assisting each other in any safe way possible. 
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Sadly at the time of writing (20/06),  478 members of the public in Cambridgeshire have not been as 
fortunate.   We in Bluntisham have had the benefit of access to walks for exercising, local facilities, a 
raising of community awareness and finally great weather throughout the period allowing outside 
living.  Hopefully, the situation will continue to improve.

Keep safe, keep alert, keep well and long may the community spirit and interaction with our 
neighbours continue.
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Summer 2020 News from Ouse Fen & the Hanson-RSPB Wetland 
Project - Since our last update RSPB Ouse Fen has continued to grow and our key species are 
thriving.  
 
Prior to the Covid-19 lockdown, early spring survey work recorded promising numbers of bittern had 
begun to voice their distinctive ‘boom’ from the reedbeds in the early dawn.  This included bittern 
spreading north into the most recently established reedbeds.  Elsewhere on the site a pair of cranes 
again showed interest in the reserve, with a thrilled member of the public filming their mating routine – 
a very rare sight indeed. https://youtu.be/HJj-YylO2gE 
 
The RSPB continue to work closely with Hanson to create what will be a new car park and visitor 
entrance at the former Lockspits Farm Entrance off the B1050 between Earith and Willingham.  With 
planning permission in place and a contractor lined up, we hope to carry the work out in time for an 
opening in spring 2021, subject to the impact of the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
Close to the new visitor entrance the latest three wetland meres have been restored and Hanson are 
planning to hand these over to the RSPB for management later this year.  These cells cover a further 
80 hectares of the restored quarry and will bring RSPB Ouse Fen to almost 3 sq.km of rich wetland 
habitats.  Key species, including bittern, marsh harrier and bearded tit, flourishing elsewhere on the 
reserve have already been spotted on these cells, water voles and otters are establishing themselves 
across the area.   
 
Reserve staff are busy preparing the new cells for visitors and following on from the sowing of a 
grass-wildflower mix around the reedbed path routes, we have planted over 450 bare root trees.  
Species included hawthorn, blackthorn, spindle, dog rose, guelder rose, alder buckthorn, goat willow, 
crab apple, bird cherry and hazel. We also planted an island with small trees in the hope that we 
might in future attract egrets to nest.  
 
During these difficult times our reserve staff are working hard to ensure that the reserve remains safe 
to visit and provides the best possible access to enjoy its wonderful wildlife.  For the latest access 
information and trail guide please visit www.rspb.org.uk/ousefen or our project pages at 
www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/conservation/projects/hanson-rspb-wetland-project 
 
Jonathan Taylor 
RSPB Project Manager 
 
Tel: 01954 233260 
e-mail: ousefen@rspb.org.uk  
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Much of the County Council focus over the last 4 months has unsurprisingly been in 
response to Covid-19. I am the lead member for Communities on the Council, so have been 
heavily involved. The Adult Skills Service and Libraries moved many of their offers on-line 
and have seen significant sign-up. Libraries will gradually be released from lockdown during 
July, starting with an ‘order and collect’ appointment service at larger libraries. 

Care Homes are independently run, but the Council provided a 10% temporary uplift in 
funding, an emergency PPE supply and developed an Infection Control Plan to help protect 
residents. We have also been working across the healthcare system to support the NHS. 

Partnership working across the public sector has been impressive, with CCC and HDC in 
particular joining forces to support the most vulnerable. The County Council has been 
responsible for assisting the most vulnerable Shielded Group. Across Cambs & P’boro there 
are 32,357 Shielded residents, of which around 19,000 have registered. There are 35 in 
Bluntisham, although most have not asked for help. Many staff have been redeployed into a 
central Hub. The County Covid Hub has arranged food and medicine deliveries, telephone 
friendship calls and personal care. The District Hub has supported a wider range of 
vulnerable residents and liaised with local volunteers. 

The volunteer response across all communities has been brilliant, nowhere more so than in 
Bluntisham. Huge thanks goes to all those who are helping to support their friends and 
neighbours. Community spirit is alive and well. Long may it continue. 

With ‘Test and Trace’ underway the Council has been required to develop a Local Outbreak 
Control Plan. As we slowly move back towards normality, it is likely that any further Covid 
outbreaks will need to be dealt with at a local level. This could entail restrictions being 
reintroduced in affected communities. It is therefore in all our interests to continue with 
enhanced hygiene, personal protection and appropriate social distancing for as long as 
necessary. 

Wheatsheaf crossroads – still very much on the agenda. As reported in December, the 
favoured option is for traffic lights. Until a detailed design is completed, we cannot be sure 
there is sufficient land available for the additional lanes. This work was commissioned to 
start in February, just as Anglian Water commenced their pipe works and installed temporary 
lights. As reported to the parish council at the time, with disrupted traffic flow, the capacity 
modelling and design had to be put on hold. That work will proceed shortly. I remain 
committed to achieving a solution as soon as possible. 

A considerable amount of work is ongoing to consider road infrastructure improvements 
around St Ives and Huntingdon. I sit on a range of steering groups, as does District 
Councillor Jon Neish. The highly problematic idea of a 3rd river crossing near Huntingdon 
has thankfully been kicked into touch, which allows us to concentrate on schemes that are 
affordable and deliverable. Junction improvements around the A1123/Harrison Way are high 
on the priority list. 

County Councillor Steve Criswell. 

 

 

County & District Counci!or updates



Bluntisham Parish Council July 2020

Clerk contact details:  bluntishamclerk@gmail.com 13

Report from Your Huntingdonshire District Councillor Jon Neish Ward member 
for Holywell-cum-Needingworth 2019/20 

 
 
I hope you are all keeping well, staying safe in the situation we all find ourselves 
in which none of us could have imagined just a few months ago.  
 
When I took over as your District Councillor 2 years ago, I had not even heard of 

Zoom or Microsoft Teams. Now I sit in, from the comfort of my home (as many of you are having to 
do) partaking in meetings with some 250 plus Councillors and Cabinet Ministers from around the 
country on weekly briefings. Seeing them struggle with technology is interesting and then the 
seamless way (well nearly) your Parish Council have conducted its virtual meeting was a revelation.  
 
We reach the start of yet another month of significant interruption to normal operations for all of us 
and HDC. But there does seem to be some light appearing at the end of the tunnel. I am pleased to 
report that most of our services are still fully operating. Unfortunately, One Leisure indoor activities 
are still closed and will remain so for the near future adding to our financial losses. 
 
We are still maintaining 100 per cent service on all waste streams, street cleaning and grounds 
maintenance. This means that HDC is one of just five per cent of all local authorities in the country 
that are still providing 100 per cent service provision of this nature. This compares nationally to only 
20 per cent operating street cleaning normally, and 41 per cent operating a garden recycling service 
normally. As at 11 June 2020 we have made 989,140 collections with 135 extra lorry loads of dry 
recycling and garden waste and had no disruption to any of our collection services. 
 
Economic Development, Finance and Revenue & Benefits officers have also been working flat out 
and completed all the £10k and £25k grant payments to eligible businesses and all the applications 
for our new council tax deferral scheme. We are still trying to reach around 600 small firms that 
have yet to apply! 
We have now moved onto the second phase administering support for the new discretionary grant 
scheme which will be even harder.   
Over 3000 households have applied to defer council tax payments until June.  
 
The Huntingdonshire Community Hub has now been operating for nearly 3 months with about 8,500 
phone calls made to vulnerable residents, 600 food parcels delivered, and 1,650 prescriptions. The 
work that is going on from the hub is really making such a difference to the people throughout the 
district.  
 
HDC have been keen not to step in, and potentially tread on anyone’s shoes, where support groups 
have sprung up in villages like ours.  Social media, for all its faults, has proved a lifeline for many. 
Street volunteers have sprung up within villages who are all doing a vital role of supporting those 
that cannot go out. 
 
The next few weeks, months and years will be exceptionally challenging in so many ways for all of us. 
 
I am are currently working with the Leader and Officers, as his Deputy, on recovery plans to support 
Town centres to opening safely.  
 
HDC are committed to assist our residents and support businesses back to whatever normality is. 
We will use the opportunity to improve our ways of working but it will be financially testing. Our 
income has been dramatically reduced. Just one example is car parking charges, which we all like to 
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complain about. Our losses in income is nearly as much as it costs to run our waste management in 
its entirety. Without these types of income streams council tax from our residents would have to be 
far higher than they currently are. We have also invested heavily in alternative incomes from a range 
of property portfolios that are still holding up well. 
 
This is why we have agreed, at our additional costs, to take over all the County Councils grass cutting 
(not highway verges I may add)  within our village to ensure our ‘pride of place’ agenda is expanded. 
It will not please everyone as a few prefer less cutting, but we will cut at least 6 times a year and not 
just the apparent three as existing. 
 
As Executive Councillor for Strategic Planning I have responsibility for planning in Huntingdonshire. 
Our villages have seen several applications that have not always been welcome, except for those 
that need houses. I will continue to challenge unsustainable and non-policy compliant applications in 
the knowledge that we now have a strong Local Plan.  
 
It may be of interest to note the decision taken by the Combined Authority to not go ahead with a 
third river crossing. 
 
The original devolution deal included a commitment to look at a third river crossing, that has now 
happened and a better, more affordable and realistic scheme has been found.  
 
The CPCA will now move forward with an outline business case for an A141 bypass and will also 
commission a full St Ives strategic transport study. These two actions combined will deliver more 
benefits for the local area than the river crossing would. But will also continue to restrict growth for 
large applications that may be brought forward within our Ward area. 
 
Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all your Parish Councillors and its Clerk. 
Your Parish Council has stood up to the Challenge and continued to work as normal as it can. The 
office has been fully staffed despite the difficulties; the grass cut with bins emptied. Nearly all the 
normal Parish Council activities have continued. On top of this the additional challenges of this 
pandemic have created a monumental amount of behind the scenes extra work. They have still 
managed to meet all their commitments (some even virtually). 
 
Stay safe and well 
 
Warmest regards 
Jon 
Jon Neish 
Deputy Executive Leader, Vice Chairman of the Cabinet, and Executive Councillor for 
Strategic Planning 
District Ward Councillor for Holywell-cum-Needingworth 
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Somersham Fast Fit  

Fast fitting of Tyres, 
batteries and 
exhausts  

Large stocks and unbeatable prices!               

Opening hours Mon-Fri 8amto 5.30pm and Sat 8am –12noon  

Puncture repairs  Wheel balancing  Tracking  Mobile fitting  

Cars, vans and trucks  Agricultural tyres  Batteries  Exhausts  

Tel 01487 741000 Website: www.somershamtyres.co.uk  Email: somershamfastfit@gmail.com  

Cole and Day  

  

Your local garage since 1991   

While - u - wait MOT ’ s    

by appointment   
Workshop opening  

hours   

Mon - Fri    
8 am - pm 5.30   

Sat 8am - 12 noon   

  
Motoring accessories  

available in the    
Forecourt shop.   

  
Opening hours   

Mon - Fri    
am to 6.30pm 6.30   

Sat 8am to 5pm   

Sun 9am to 12.30pm   

Sales, servicing, MOT ’ s, air conditioning and repairs to all makes of vehicle, including light commercials.   
Free loan cars (when available), Collection and delivery service.   

Bridge End Garage, High Street, Somersham, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE28 3JA   

Tel 01487 840203 (Forecourt)   01487 741000 ( Workshop )     Email: coleandday@gmail.com   

Cole and Day  
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