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T
he main opposition People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) has 
raked in over N113 million 
from the sale of nomination 
forms to aspirants for various 

national offices in the December 9 Na-
tional Elective Convention.

A document obtained by BDSUNDAY 
revealed that the party actually sold 
nomination forms to 87 aspirants.

While the party sold forms to National 
Chairman aspirants for N3 million each, 
that of Deputy National Chairman went 
for N2 million, while that of National 
Secretary and Deputy National Secretary 
went for N2 million and N1.5 million, 
respectively.

Others are: National Legal Adviser, Na-
tional Treasurer, Deputy National Legal 
Adviser, National Organising Secretary, 
National Youth Leader, National Public-
ity Secretary, National Women’s Leader, 
which sold for N1.5 million each, while 
positions like Deputy National Organis-
ing Secretary, Deputy National Financial 
Organising Secretary, Deputy National 
Auditor, Deputy National Treasurer, 
Deputy National Youth Leader, National 
Ex-Officios among others were sold for 
N500,000 each.

Consequently, the opposition party 
realised N27 million from the nine chair-
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T
he entire world is 
still raging over what 
many term “foreign 
policy crisis of the 
century” after United 

States President Donald Trump 
announced last Wednesday 
that the US now recognizes Je-
rusalem as the capital of Israel, 
despite fierce opposition.  

Last Friday, the six-month 
waiver that President Trump is-
sued pursuant to the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act earlier this year 
expired, thereby compelling cer-
tain funding restrictions that are 
designed to force the US to relo-
cate its embassy in Israel from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, although the 
US President had been indicating 
his intent to extend the waiver 
for another six months in order 
to “give his peace plan a shot”.

Jerusalem includes the holi-
est ground in Judaism. It is also 
home to Islam’s third-holiest 
shrine and major Christian sites, 
and any perceived harm to 
Muslim claims to the city has 
triggered protests in the past, in 
the Holy Land and beyond.

The US has never endorsed 
the Jewish state’s claim of sov-
ereignty over any part of Jeru-
salem and has seen the city’s 
future as indelibly linked to a 
comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
peace agreement.

The new move which upends 
decades of US policy was ques-
tioned by even America’s clos-
est allies in Europe who did not 
hide the fact that they were still 
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Trump’s radical declaration  

trying to understand Trump’s ra-
tionale for the radical departure 
from past US positions.

The announcement is a sharp 
break from past Democratic and 
Republican administrations, 
which, despite their own cam-
paign promises and pressure from 
Congress, have resisted moving 
the US Embassy to Jerusalem 
for fear doing so could alienate 
Arab allies, trigger protests in 
the Middle East, and damage the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, 
among other outcomes.

While successive US presi-
dential administrations have 
expressed strong reservations 
about relocating the US Embassy 
to Jerusalem, Congress has not. 
To the contrary, it has repeatedly 
adopted bipartisan resolutions 
expressing its support for such 
a move, often with overwhelm-
ing support. At times, it has also 
enacted legislation requiring the 
executive branch to take steps 
that would recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel.

Pope Francis, the United Na-
tions, the European Union and 
others have criticized President 
Trump’s decision to declare Jeru-
salem the capital of Israel.

The global leaders, in separate 
statements, criticized the Trump 
administration’s decision, de-
scribing it as a dangerous disrup-
tion that contravenes several UN 
resolutions and could inflame 
one of the world’s thorniest 
conflicts. They all expressed 
sadness that the announcement 
would provoke new tensions in 
the Holy City, which is revered 
by Jews, Christians and Muslims.

“Jerusalem is a final-status 
issue that must be resolved 
through direct negotiations 
between the two parties on the 
basis of the relevant Security 
Council and General Assembly 
resolutions, taking into account 
the legitimate concerns of both 
the Palestinian and the Israeli 
sides,” said António Guterres, 
who read a statement outside 
the Security Council chambers at 
UN Headquarters in New York.

“I cannot remain silent about 
my deep concern for the situa-
tion that has developed in recent 
days,” Pope Francis said at his 
weekly general audience at the 
Vatican.

“And at the same time, I wish 
to make a heartfelt appeal to 
ensure that everyone is com-
mitted to respecting the status 
quo of the city, in accordance 
with the relevant resolutions of 
the United Nations. Jerusalem 
is a unique city sacred to Jews, 
Christians and Muslims, where 
the Holy Places for the respec-
tive religions are venerated, and 
it has a special vocation to peace,” 
the Pope said.

King Salman of Saudi Arabia, 
one of several Arab leaders who 
spoke to Trump last week before 
the announcement, warned 
the US President that declar-
ing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
“would constitute a flagrant 
provocation to all Muslims, all 
over the world”.

For decades, Washington, 
like most of the rest of the inter-
national community, held back 
from recognizing Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, arguing that its 

status should be determined as 
part of the Palestinian-Israeli 
peace process. No other country 
has its embassy there.

The Trump administration 
argues that the peace process has 
become moribund, and outdated 
policies need to be jettisoned for 
the sides in the conflict to make 
progress.

In Cairo, capital of Egypt, 
a US ally which has a peace 
treaty with Israel, hundreds of 
protesters who had gathered in 
Al-Azhar mosque and outside 
in its courtyard chanted “Je-
rusalem is Arab! O Trump, you 
madman, the Arab people are 
everywhere!”

Ahead of Trump’s White 
House speech, Arab and Muslim 
leaders spoke about the potential 
for violence. In Gaza, hundreds 
of Palestinian protesters burned 
American and Israeli flags. They 
also waved Palestinian flags and 
banners proclaiming Jerusalem 
as their “eternal capital”, lan-
guage that Israelis similarly use.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas and Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II warned Trump spe-
cifically on any embassy move. 
British Prime Minister The-
resa May said she planned to call 
Trump to discuss her country’s 
support for a two-state solution.

But there are critics who, 
however, contend that these 
policy concerns are at best ex-
aggerated and only serve to 
deprive Israel of the right to 
choose its own capital. Trump 
favoured the latter view dur-
ing his presidential campaign, 
repeatedly promising to relocate 
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the embassy and appointing an 
advocate for such a move as US 
ambassador to Israel.

What is today known as the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act is a 1995 
public law of the US, passed by 
the 104th Congress on October 
23, 1995. It was passed for the 
purposes of initiating and fund-
ing the relocation of the US 
Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem.

The US policy position has its 
origins in the early 20th century. 
Following World War I, the city 
of Jerusalem was placed under 
British control as part of the 
Mandate of Palestine, alongside 
the territory of modern-day 
Israel and Jordan as well as the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Following British indications 
of its intent to withdraw in 
1947, the UN General Assembly 
adopted a plan to partition the 
mandatory territory into sepa-
rate Arab and Jewish states with 
Jerusalem as a ‘corpus separa-
tum’ under UN administration.

Amid increasing violence, 
however, this plan was never 
implemented. Instead, at the end 
of the British mandate in May 
1948, Jewish leaders cited the 
UN partition plan in declaring 
the establishment of the state 
of Israel.

Neighbouring Arab states 
subsequently invaded, trigger-
ing the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. 
This war eventually resulted in 
an armistice line that divided 
Jerusalem in half, with Israeli 
forces in control of the western 
half and Jordanian forces in con-
trol of the eastern half. The latter 
included Jerusalem’s ancient Old 
City, which contains sites of im-
mense religious importance to 
members of the Christian, Jew-
ish, and Muslim faiths.

For its part, Israel contends 
that its sovereignty extends 
over all of Jerusalem, which 
it identifies as its capital. Both 
the Palestinian authority and 
many Arab states, meanwhile, 
maintain that all of Jerusalem 
should be subject to permanent 
status negotiations and that East 
Jerusalem should be the capital 
of any future Palestinian state.

America’s consulate in Je-
rusalem has since ordered US 
personnel and their families to 
avoid visiting Jerusalem’s Old 
City or the West Bank, and urged 
American citizens in general 
to avoid places with increased 
police or military presence.

Rex Tillerson, US Secretary 
of State, on Wednesday insisted 
that the Trump administration 
sees “a very good opportunity” to 
achieve Middle East peace.

Speaking to reporters in Brus-
sels, Tillerson urged people to 
“listen carefully” to Trump’s 
speech, and said the president is 
“very committed” to an Israeli-
Palestinian deal.

Trump
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L-R: Yerima Isah Usman, Chairman, Nigerian Union of Road Transport Worker,FCT Council; Gora Wobin , sector 
commander,FCT, Federal Road Safety Corp;  Bisi Kassim, public education  officer, FRSC and Viola Graham 
Douglas, corporate relation director, Guinness Nigeria , during the  Ember Month Campaign on Responsible 
Drinking by Guinness Nigeria and FRSC in Abuja.

L-R: Moyo Ajekigbe, chairman, FrieslandCampina WAMCO; Atiku Bagudu, Governor of Kebbi State, Abubakar, 
and Ben Langat, managing director, FrieslandCampina WAMCO, at the first Dairy Farmers’ Day celebration 
organized by FrieslandCampina WAMCO Thursday in Iseyin, Oyo State.

L-R: Joshua McDonald, virtual reality & blockchain, Accenture South Africa; Niyi Tayo, managing director 
technology, Accenture Nigeria; Karia Clinniah, augmented intelligence, robotics analyst, Accenture South Africa, 
and Segun Olalandu, marketing & communications lead, Accenture Nigeria, during Accenture Tech Vision 2017 
Demo, at Accenture Office in Lagos.

L-R: Spero Patricios, MD, Launch Factory; Segun Ogunsanya, MD/CEO, Airtel Nigeria; Veronica Onoja, director, 
customer service delivery, Airtel Nigeria, and Emeka Oparah, director, corporate communications/CSR, Airtel 
Nigeria, at the press launch of Airtel Touching Lives season 4 in Lagos.

R-L: Ifeanyi Nwankwo, author of ‘Don’t Die Young, Live Well’ and ‘When You Are Pregnant’; Tunde Yamah, chief 
guest of honour and his wife Susan, and Igwebuike Onyiora, a professor and book reviewer, at the launch of the 
books in Lagos.

L-R: Bright Ifeanyichukwu, brand manager, FreeFlow Capsule; Dr. Jeph Akaehie, CEO, Greenpower Healthcare; 
Julieta Kavetuna, deputy minister of health, Namibia; Uche Victory, brand manager, Quick Capsules, and Sixtus 
Onyeanusi, concept developer, Greenpower Healthcare, during the just concluded healthcare conference in Lagos.

L-R: Mariam Adeyemi, product manager, Indomie Noodles, receiving Food Product Manufacturing Company of 
the year (Noodles) Award from the Lady Maiden Alex-Ibru, publisher and chairman of The Guardian newspaper, 
at the Guardian Manufacturing Excellence Awards held at Eko Hotels and Suites in Lagos.

L-R: Mustapha Muhammad Inuwa, secretary to the government, Katsina State, Mustapha Muhammad Inuwa; 
Mammam Haru, representative of the governor of Zindar, Niger Republic; Zakari Umaru, governor of Maradi, 
Niger Republic; Aminu Bello Masari, governor of Katsina State, and Tobechukwu Okigbo, corporate relations 
executive, MTN Nigeria, at the National Launch of Animal Identification and Management Solution, Championed 
by MTN Nigeria in Runka, Katsina State
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W
ith increased fleet size 
and destinations this 
yuletide, BDSUN-
DAY’s findings show 
that AirPeace, Med-

view, Dana Air and Arik will gross well 
over N20.5 billion as 684,000 passengers 
will be fully booked on these four major 
airlines during a period of 30 days.

With anticipated daily flight frequen-
cy of 70 flights for AirPeace, 58 for Arik, 
32 for Medview and 30 for Dana airlines, 
these airlines will operate 190 flights daily 
during yuletide and carry nothing less 
than 120 passengers on each flight. 

For a period of 30 days, these airlines 
are expected to make N20.5billion.

“Christmas is always the period when 
airliners makeup for their lost revenue 
because of the surge in passenger traffic,” 
John Ojikutu, member of aviation indus-
try think tank group, Aviation Round 
Table (ART) and Chief Executive of Cen-
turion Securities also told BDSUNDAY.

Ojikutu said that airlines with ad-
equate fleet capacity for their dedi-

cated routes can make more flights and 
carry more passengers daily, adding that 
they can even extend flights to routes 
that are not within their operational 
areas.

A visit to the Murtala Muhammed 
local Airports and the General Aviation 
Terminal by BDSUNDAY Friday showed 
that bookings from December 15th to 
January 5th are almost 100percent full.

A one-way ticket from Lagos to Abuja, 
Port Harcourt, Enugu and Owerri on 
these major airlines which previously 
cost between N22,000 to N25,000 is 
already costing N28,500 to N30,000 as 
at November 5 for bookings between 
December 12 to January 12.  

Industry sources say this amount will 
increase as yuletide approaches.

“Destinations such as Abuja, Owerri, 
Enugu, Port Harcourt and Uyo on Air-
Peace, Dana, Medview and Arik Air from 
December 18 to January 5, are already 
near full load factor. As it is now, in the 
next two weeks, there won’t be space 
on the aircraft for passengers except the 
airlines increase frequencies into these 
routes,” a travel agent said.

AirPeace operates 54flights daily. 

adding one more flight, we have 10per-
cent of our seat that we can realistically 
fill over the busy period. Before yuletide, 
we will be bringing in the remaining one 
aircraft that have gone for maintenance 
to accommodate the surge in passenger 
traffic.

“I heard Owerri airport now has light. 
It is a good thing, as we know by 6pm 
or 7pm, all our aircraft stop operating. If 
more airports get airfield lights, Instru-
ments Landing Systems, (ILS), we can 
deploy more capacity,” Obi Mbanuzuo, the 
accountable manager of Dana Air said.

“We currently fly into and out of 
Lagos, Abuja, Owerri, Enugu, Benin, Cala-
bar, Port Harcourt, Akure, Uyo, Sokoto 
and Accra. People are already booking 
ahead of Christmas, but we are making 
arrangements to create the opportunity 
for many more people to fly during the 
Christmas rush.

“The arrival of some of our new air-
craft will coincide with our December 
operations. With the coming of the new 
aircraft, we normally will do more flights,” 
Chris Iwarah, Corporate Communica-
tions Manager, Air Peace Limited told 
BDSunday.

This number if increased by 30percent 
will amount to 70flights daily. Using a 
N30,000 one way ticket on a 120 seater 
aircraft,  Air Peace will realise a sum of 
3.6million on just one aircraft. For 70 
flight daily operations, the airline will 
realise N252million. For period of 30days 
during this surge, the airline will realise 
N7.56billion.

Arik with 10 aircraft and 45 flights 
daily, if increased by 30percent, will 
operate 58 flights daily. Arik will realise 
N208m daily and N6.26b during a period 
of 30 days. 

Medview operates five aircraft with 
25 flights daily on domestic route. With 
a 30percent increase in frequency, Med-
view will operate 32 flights and realise 
a sum of N115.2m daily and N3.5b for a 
period of one month.

Dana has five aircraft and operates 
23 flights and plies Lagos, Abuja, Port 
Harcourt, Owerri and Uyo daily. With 
an increase in frequency by 30percent, 
the airline will operate 30 flights daily, 
which will amount to a return of N108m 
daily and N3.24b within a the one month.

“Currently, we are operating about 89 
to 90percent load factor. So, even without 
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AirPeace, Medview, Dana, Arik 
to rake in N20.5bn this yuletide
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Heavy debts worry advert 
practitioners in Port Harcourt zone
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Convention: PDP rakes ...

H
eavy indebted-
ness to media 
houses domi-
n a t e d  d i s -
course at the 

2017 annual general meet-
ing (AGM) of Advert Prac-
titioners Association, Port 
Harcourt chapter last week 
where members said their 
jobs have been threatened 
by inability of clients to 
offset advert spaces bought 
in recent past.

The debt burden is said 
to have become high and 
delayed since recession set 
in few years back when 
most government agen-
cies failed to pay up for 
slots allocated. BDSUNDAY 

IgnatIus Chukwu
gathered at the meeting 
that some newspapers are 
owed up to tens of millions 
of naira.

Members sat in groups 
during the interactive ses-
sion and shared burdens of 
unpaid debts and how the 
various media managers 
and owners had threatened 
severe sanctions on the 
retail advert practitioners 
in the outstations especially 
the Port Harcourt zone.

Another issue that dom-
inated the AGM which 
was held in Calabar, Cross 
River State capital, was 
online advertising and 
social media. The registrar 
promised that the statu-
tory body was doing ev-
erything possible to stem 
the tide. This may mean 
that guidelines may be is-

sued soon on that aspect 
of advertising.

The AGM therefore, 
asserted through many 
speakers that the future 
was bright for advertising 
practitioners in South-South 
region. The body used the 
opportunity to hold elec-
tions into various positions 
for the next two years.

The chairman of the 
chapter, Frank Aribodor, in 
his welcome address, made 
it clear that the business 
of advertising has come to 
stay. As practitioners, he 
said, it behooved on them 
to find time every year to 
assess their activities in the 
industry and chart a new 
cause for the good of all.

The theme was ‘Effective 
advertising regulation and 
practice in Nigeria: need for 

inter-agency collaboration’. 
The members in reviewing 
the challenges facing the 
advertising practitioners in 
South- south and the young 
association included lack of 
funds to run the important 
association.

Earlier in his opening 
remark, the registrar of 
Advertising Practitioners 
Council of Nigeria (AP-
CON), Garba Bello Kan-
karofi, expressed happi-
ness for the successful 
hosting of the associations 
AGM, saying the coming 
together of the practitio-
ners would help them ap-
ply common solutions to 
most problems. He urged 
the members to collaborate 
with other agencies that 
share similar goals and 
objectives in the industry.

Customs generates N262.3bn as 11 months revenue at Tin-Can

T
he Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) Tin-
Can Island Com-
mand said it has 

generated a total of N262.3 
billion between January and 
November 2017. 

The revenue increased 
by N28.8 billion when 
compared with the sum of 
N233.5 billion generated in 
the corresponding period 
of 2016.

A statement signed by 
Uche Ejesieme, Public Rela-
tions Officer of the com-
mand said that Bashar Yusuf, 

Customs Area Controller, 
disclosed this while receiv-
ing a delegation of Federation 
Account Allocation Com-
mittee (FAAC) Post Mortem 
Sub-Committee on Tuesday 
in his office.

He said that the Com-
mand have made significant 
and steady progress in the 
areas of her core functions 
in the past 18 months.

“We recorded remark-
able seizures of cocaine with 
a street value of over N2 
billion; stolen exotic SUV’S, 
which was handed over to 
Interpol Nigeria for onward 
repatriation to U. S. A; seizure 
of catche of arms especially 
pump action riffles totaling 

2,010 which eventually ne-
cessitated the recent visit of 
Mr. President to Turkey with 
other top government of-
ficials to see ways of curbing 
the menace of arms import 
into Nigeria from Turkey,” 
he said.

While exchanging opin-
ions on what the Govern-
ment can do to enhance the 
efficiency of the Command in 
revenue generation, the Con-
troller pointed to the need 
for infrastructural upgrade 
including the road networks 
to the ports, scanners and 
other equipment to enhance 
the output of the service.

The Controller however 
assured the committee that 

the Command will not lower 
it’s guards in all aspects of 
her statutory functions and 
promised to raise the stan-
dards of operation through 
renewed enthusiasm and 
deeper commitment from 
the officers/men of the Com-
mand. The statement further 
stated that the members of 
the delegation expressed 
delight at the achievements 
of the Command in the past 
18 months, having gone 
through the financial re-
cords particularly in the 
areas of consistent progress 
in revenue generation, capac-
ity building for officers/men 
of the Command as well as 
remarkable seizures.

aMaka anagOR-EwuZIE

Ubong King Foundation plans 
maiden conference

I
n a bid to bridge the 
educational gap by 
nurturing the minds 
a n d  t h o u g h t  p ro -

cesses of Africans, Ubong 
King, founder of Ubong 
King Foundation has an-
nounced its maiden edi-
tion of “ThinkAtion2018”.

According to Ubong 
King, the forum will be 
intimate, minds will be en-
lightened and many areas 
of life will be discussed, in-
cluding leadership-driven 
conversations with quick-
hitting expert presenta-
tions. This will be followed 
by expert in-depth dis-
cussions on maximising 
potentials, making exploits 
in any kind of economic 
situation among others.

“Thinkation2018 came 
about as a result of Africa’s 
backwardness in educa-
tion, and state of under-
development. Although 
Africans all over the world 
are celebrated for being 
well educated, with high 
excellent performances in 
the educational spheres, 
a lot of her communities 
remain impoverished and 
underdeveloped,” Ubong 
King said.

“Although Africa is 
richly endowed with nat-
ural resources, she has to 
depend on expertise and 
influence from the west-
ern world. While there is 
nothing wrong with the 
western influence, it is 
imperative that Africans 
develop their minds and 
know what to do with 
what they have, in order 
to live in a better system,” 
he added.

“In other words the 
conference is aimed at 
having the productive 
population of a nation 

well groomed mentally 
to the point where they 
want to exceed the status 
quo that prevails in their 
surroundings, in order to 
attain their full potential 
in every area,” he stressed.

T h i n k A t i o n 2 0 1 8  i s 
scheduled to hold Friday, 
January 19, 2018 at the 
Civic Centre,  Ozumba 
Mbadiwe Road, Victoria 
Island, Lagos. It is a plat-
form that will feature lead-
ers from different facets of 
life, to share experience, 
insights and secrets that 
can help others achieve 
extraordinary impact and 
accelerate their personal 
growth trajectory in busi-
ness and national develop-
ment.

“The Ubong King Foun-
dation desires to show you 
through this forum, that 
you can rise above your 
circumstances to live a life 
of capacity, with a rightly 
developed thought pat-
tern.”

According to Ubong 
King, “The speakers at the 
ThinkAtion2018 confer-
ence are great leaders, 
prolific speakers, writ-
ers, coaches and mentors. 
From the entertainment 
angle, Ali Baba will be one 
of the speakers to motivate 
youths in the entertain-
ment industry.

“Haven seen the num-
ber of youths who have 
gone into the entertain-
ment industry, many at-
tendees will be motivated 
and intellectually guided 
optimally at the confer-
ence.”

 “We must transcend 
e ducation and infus e 
t h i n k i n g  i n t o  e d u ca -
tion. We need to exercise 
ThinkAtion (Thinking + 
Education) so as to improve 
our lives in the long run,” 
he concluded.

ChInyERE OkEkE

… To nurture youths, infuse thinking

L-R: Ngozi Edozien, non-executive director, Guinness Nigeria Plc; Peter Ndegwa, managing director/CEO, Guinness Nigeria Plc; 
Babatunde Savage, chairman, Guinness Nigeria Plc; vice President Yemi Osinbajo, GCON; non-executive director, Guinness Nigeria 
Plc; J.O. Irukwu, SAN; and Viola Graham-Douglas, corporate relations director, Guinness Nigeria Plc, during a courtesy visit by the board 
and management team of Guinness Nigeria to the Presidential Villa in Abuja.

Continued from page 1

manship aspirants, N26 
million from the 13 aspi-
rants for Deputy National 
Chairman and N6 million 
from the three aspirants 
for National Secretary.

Others are N43.5million 
from 29 contestants vying 
for positions of Deputy Na-
tional Secretary, National 
Legal Adviser, National 
Treasurer, Deputy National 
Legal Adviser, National 

Organising Secretary, Na-
tional Youth Leader, Na-
tional Publicity Secretary 
and National Women’s 
Leader.

It also realised N16.5 
million from the 33 con-
tenders of Deputy Nation-
al Organising Secretary, 
Deputy National Finan-
cial Organising Secretary, 
Deputy National Auditor, 
Deputy National Trea-
surer, Deputy National 
Youth Leader, National 
Ex-Officios among others.

- AGM reviews advent of online advert opportunities
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Businesses can be more efficient by adopting 
new technologies- Vodacom boss

L
anre Kolade, man-
aging director of 
Vodacom Busi-
ness Nigeria, has 
called on Nigerian 

Businesses to adopt new 
technologies to drive pro-
ductivity including Internet 
of Things (IoT) and Big Data 
Analytics to transform their 
businesses and remained 
competitive.

Speaking recently at the 
BusinessDay CEO Forum 
Nigeria 2017, an annual 
thought leadership initia-
tive held in collaboration 
with McKinsey & Co, Kolade 
said “Technology such as IoT 
enables growth across busi-
ness sectors. Today, many 
organisations are using this 
technology to cut costs, re-
duce risk, increase revenue 
and efficiency”.

He said that businesses 
in the Africa are gradually 
adopting IoT, with Nigeria 
being one of the leading 
IoT markets in Africa. “This 
adoption is driven by the 
increasing availability of 
affordable smart devices, 
coupled with the need for 
enterprises to deliver share-
holder value.

According to the Voda-
fone’s boss, Global IoT ba-
rometer report 2017 shows 
that the adoption of IoT has 
grown significantly from 
12 percent in 2013 to 29 

percent in 2017 while 49 
percent of these adopters 
use IoT in conjunction with 
analytics to improve busi-
ness decision-making.

“In Africa, disruptive 
technologies such as IoT 
hold significant potential 
and the opportunities are 
found in different sectors. 
From Finance and Insur-
ance to Manufacturing 
and Agriculture, includ-
ing the Education sector, 
organization of all sizes 

Cruel killing in Eleme: Female lawyer shot dead after 
attending assassinated brother’s court hearing

A 
hard-fighting fe-
male lawyer in El-
eme, Rivers State, 
has been shot dead 

in an evening attack the day 
she went to a court hear-
ing of her brother that was 
also assassinated earlier in 
the year. Many said free 
killing has continued in the 
industrial hub of Rivers State 
where over 200 companies 
are located.

Shooting continued most 
of that Wednesday night, 
according to reports from 
the area. The unidentified as-
sassins again struck in Alode 
community killing the bar-
rister, Mary Obe, the sister 
to the assassinated Isaac Obe.

The assassination of the 
brother who was a popular 
youth leader with large fol-
lowing had attracted vio-
lent protests, highlighted 
by burning down of houses 
belonging to suspected op-
ponents.

from the scene.
According to Festus, the 

assassins were suspected 
killers of the late Isaac who 
was a former Eleme council 
youth president and the late 
barrister had been fighting 
for justice against his killing 
before she became the next 
target.

Mary, who was into pri-
vate practice, was said to 
have consistently figured 
out some persons behind the 
death of her brother and was 
resolute to bringing them 
to justice but was caught 
down unaware in her family 
residence.

On receiving the sad 
report, the Divisional Po-
lice Officer (DPO) in Eleme, 
SP Taiwo Amos, promptly 
mobilised his officers to be 
on 24 hours patrol in the 
community against further 
breakdown of law and or-
der, but tension hangs in the 
air. Most business operators 
closed their shops and some 
non-indigenes were pack-
ing out in droves for fear of 
reprisal attack.

In their reactions, top cler-
ics; Moses Kattey, General 
Overseer of Commonwealth 
Covenant Church, Alode, 
and another bishop, Inno-
cent Chidozie of Holy Ghost 
Will Liberation Ministry, 
Alode-Eleme, said that they 
received the shocking news 
of the barrister’s dastardly 
killing but did not know the 
motive of the killers.

Kattey, who is also an 
Alode son and resident in the 
community, said his church 
has been in constant prayer 
for peace and security to 
prevail in the community 
but he was at a loss over the 
killing of the barrister whom 
he described as an intelligent 
and astute lawyer.

Chidozie, on his own, 
said: “We are looking unto 
God for security in Eleme 
in general. We don’t use 
crisis to solve crisis. I have 
been here for 15 years and 
I can tell you that security 
in Eleme is un-amendable. 
The indigenes don’t accept 
peace; they need to embrace 
Christ for peace”.

are using IoT to optimize 
processes, automate pro-
duction and monitor the 
supply chain.

Speaking further, Kolade 
said “We can use technology 
to disrupt education, with 
broadband penetration, digi-
tization becomes possible 
and education contents will 
be more accessible to all in 
Nigeria”.

Vodacom is using tech-
nology to address challenges 
in education, healthcare 

and agriculture in Africa. 
It recently deployed IoT 
solution for education and 
healthcare in Kaduna state 
using a mobile school man-
agement solution which 
provides real-time visibility 
of all administrative activi-
ties at over 4000 schools. 
The healthcare solution 
monitors stock level and dis-
tribution of essential medi-
cines in over 250 medicine 
dispensary facilities in the 
state.   

The late barrister’s elder 
brother, Festus Obe, who 
confirmed the incident to 
BDSUNDAY said his sis-
ter was shot dead at about 
7:00pm in their Alode family 
compound after attending 
to the late brother’s case in 
court.

According to Festus, his 
sister was planning to travel 
to Abuja in preparation to 
bury the late Isaac but met 
her untimely death in the 
hands of some unidenti-
fied gunmen who allegedly 
monitored her movement 
till they got her outside the 
compound.

Festus said he heard 
some gun shots from where 
he was (not very far from 
the compound), and when 
he rushed to the house, he 
found Mary lying in her own 
pool of blood as she was shot 
at close range bursting her 
head and arms.

Another man suspected 
to be an Akwa-Ibom man 
was also shot to death in 
his car when he was trying 
to reverse his car to escape 

IgnatIus Chukwu &
godwIn Egba

Osogbo to get new 
highbrow residential estate

R
auf Aregbesola, 
governor,  Osun 
State, will on Tues-
day, December 12, 

2017 perform the ground 
breaking ceremony of a 
new highbrow residential 
estate, Discovery Garden, 
in GRA area of Osogbo, the 
state capital in company of 
the State Executive Council 
and other invited prominent 
dignitaries.

 According to the devel-
opers, Thirty Three Lim-
ited, Discovery Garden is 
designed to offer a living 
experience in a friendly 
community based on a de-
velopment blueprint that 
caters to the needs of those 
with discerning taste.

“The development, on 
completion, will accom-
modate duplexes, detached 
houses, gardens and chil-
dren play areas, walkways 
and other residential facili-
ties like gymnasium, Lawn 
Tennis court, mini mart and 
swimming pool, amongst 
others,” stated the company.

“The Project is a residen-
tial haven designed to be 
secure and aesthetically 
pleasing to promote a mix 
of luxury with affordability 
and uncompromising finish-
es.  This iconic development 
will keep the rich tradition 

of comfort amid peace of 
mind. Sprawled across a land 
area of about 2.8 hectares, 
the development is luxury 
redefined.

“Compact, yet roomy and 
naturally lit, these are cosy 
units with all the smart fea-
tures of a modern develop-
ment. High quality finishes 
and premium fixtures are 
standard features of all Dis-
covery Garden house,” the 
developers further said.

It also pointed out that 
the estate has excellent ac-
cess to neighbouring towns 
and cities and is within five 
minutes’ drive to connecting 
roads, namely Offa, Ogbo-
mosho, Ibadan and Ikirun. 
Local landmarks within two 
minutes’ drive include the 
Police Headquarters and the 
Judiciary buildings.

…as Aregbesola performs ground breaking ceremony Tuesday

Aregbesola

L-R: Wiebe Boer, managing director ALL ON; Lanre Kolade, managing director Vodacom 
Business Nigeria, and Ben Akabueze, director-general, Budget Office of the Federation, at the 
recently held Businessday CEO Forum, in Lagos.

Globacom’s TV Series, Professor Johnbull, 
condemns indecent wealth pursuit

T
he crave to become 
wealthy by all means 
among young people 
is the focus of the 

next edition of TV drama 
series, Professor Johnbull, 
sponsored by telecoms op-
erator, Globacom. The pro-
gramme runs at 8.30 p.m. 
on Tuesdays and Fridays on 
NTA Network, NTA Interna-
tional on DSTV Channel 251 
and NTA on StarTimes.

According to Globacom, 
the decision to use the drama 
to draw attention to the il-
licit pursuit of wealth was 
because it is an ill that has 
brought about so much indis-
cipline in the society.

In the episode entitled 
Get Rich Quick, the issue of 
how youths compromise 
social order by jettisoning 
discipline and moral values 
in their pursuit of money is 
brought to the fore. One such 
example, Professor Johnbull 
says, is that of emergency 
road repairers, arguing that 
in most cases the so-called 
repairers are actually the 
ones who dig up the holes on 
the roads and pretend to be 
filling them up so that road 
users will give them money.

To drive home the les-
son, Get Rich Quick is cen-

tered  round Flash (Stephen 
Odimgbe), who along with 
Samson (Ogus Baba) and 
Ilodibe Makachukwu, goes 
into gambling to make extra 
money. The trio also entice 
Jeroboam (Osita Iheme), a.k.a 
Boam, into staking Professor 
Johnbull’s nkwobi money in 
gambling, and he ends up los-
ing the whole amount.

Samson, who describes 
himself as the Original, 
also loses all his money to 
gambling, goes bankrupt 
and eventually becomes 
a servant in the Nkwobi 
joint owned by Olaniyi 
(Yomi Fash-Lanso). Boam 
himself falls into a similar 
financial predicament only 
to be bailed out by Olaniyi 
when his new found love, 
Nje (Angela Okorie), in-
tervenes by caressing the 
restaurateur.

Viewers will also have 
something to learn from 
the intelligent response of 
Mai Doya (Funky Mallam) 
to Jumoke when she criti-
cizes Abadnego’s clownish 
costume and dancing steps 
to sell some herbal products 
to the public. Mai Doya de-
scribes Abadnego as inno-
vative, and urges Jumoke to 
think outside the box.



KELECHI EWUZIE
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UNN to revamp moribund Agric Farms

B
enjamin Ozumba, vice 
chancellor, University 
of Nigeria Nsukka, has 
promised to revamp 
moribund Agricultural 

Farms in the institution.
Ozumba said that many of 

the farms are already leading to 
the production of cassava flours, 
poultry, fish, cash crops including 
improved variety of breadfruits in 
commercial quantity.

The VC, who dropped the Uni-
versity plan for economic de-
velopment through commercial 
agriculture at the pre-convocation 
press conference of the 47th UNN 
convocation at the Enugu campus, 
said his administration would also 
place high priority on the develop-
ment of infrastructure in all the 
campuses.

“Our apex position in the web-
metric ranking of Nigerian Univer-

sities, based on creative output has 
not been faulted,” he noted.

He explained that in line with 
the vision of the founder of the 
University, the late Nnamdi Aziki-
we, in 1960, which is to excel 
in science and innovation, the 
university has recorded some 
breakthroughs in science and 
technological innovations in the 

last one year, including the roll out 
of brand new laptop computers 
in her Laptop Assembly Plant at 
Nsukka campus.

He also disclosed that à Chinese 
Academy, Quangxi, has accepted 
to take over 30 doctoral students 
from the University even as Michi-
gan State University, which left the 
Institution at the wake of the civil 
war, is now back.

”Barely one year after we 
launched ‘Roar Nigeria Hub’,  a 
pilot version of our dream Science 
Park, five innovation groups are 
already under mentorship,” he said.

“We are determined to take it 
further by mapping out about 45.9 
hectares of land for the full-fledged 
Science Park Project which is 
expected to attract over 400 com-
panies scouting for research and 
innovations from the university.

The Park will be Nigeria’s ver-
sion of Silicon Valley, where in-
novation will be hatched, nurtured 
and commercialised,” the Vice 
Chancellor said

REgIs AnUKWUojI, Enugu

Distraught Abia journalist laments .N5m cassava 
farm loss to Fulani herdsmen’s cattle

C
assava farm worth over 
half a million naira be-
longing an Abia-based 
journalist has been rav-

aged by cows in Umuahia, the 
Abia State capital.

The said farm belonging to 
Abia State Correspondent of Au-
thority Newspapers, Steve Oko, 
is located at Power Word Estate, 
Olokoro in Umuahia South Local 
Government Area of the state.

According to Oko, the said cas-
sava farm is worth over N463,000.

While spoke with his col-
leagues in Umuahia, Oko who 
appeared devastated, said he was 
still in shock over the incident.

“The entire farmland now 
looks like a football field,” he la-
mented.

He said he decided to embrace 
farming early this year as part of 
strategies to survive the biting eco-
nomic hardship in the country and 
also to enhance his economic base.

According to him, he had 
planned to embark on some capi-
tal projects with proceeds from the 
sale of the crops by next year, but 
such hope appeared dashed.

He said: “Early this year when 
it became obvious that I could no 
longer depend on irregular salary 
for my ever-increasing financial 
needs, I decided to suppress my 
ego and go into farming.

“Part of the reasons I also em-
braced farming was because the 
cost of garri was almost unafford-
able by the beginning of this year, 
thus making cassava farming a 
very lucrative venture. 

“Apart from my heavy invest-
ments in the farm, I was per-
sonally involved in the farming 

activities. I was drenched by the 
June/July rains while working in 
the farm. My motivation was the 
promising bumper harvest of a 
blossoming farm.

“But my hope is now gone and 
my dream shattered. My calcula-
tion was to embark on one major 
project very dear to me by 2018 
with proceeds from the farm. 
Cows have turned the farmland 
into a grazing field. “

Oko disclosed that he had al-
ready petitioned the Commis-
sioner of Police, Abia State, An-
thony Ogbizi who also doubles as 
the State Chairman of Farmers/
Herdsmen Conflict Resolution 
Committee.

He noted that other farmlands 
around the vicinity were also 
destroyed by cows on rampage at 
the estate.

The journalist demanded that 
the owners of the cows and their 
callous herdsmen be made to bear 
the full responsibility of their 
action.

“It is hard to reconcile that in a 
democratic government, security 
agencies will watch herdsmen use 
their flock which is their private 
business to inflict losses on other 
farmers.

“It is unacceptable. That is why 
some people agitate for their own 
country so that they can defend 
their people against external ag-
gression. We are truly under siege 
by herdsmen who now destroy 
our crops with impunity.

“When we complain they say 
we should not take laws into our 
hand. How long shall we continue 
to live in bondage under the guise 
of one Nigeria? Can you imagine 
an Igbo man using his flock to 
destroy crops in Sokoto or Kano? I 
tell you his kinsmen in the entire 

UDoKA AgWU, Umuahia

Peak celebrates pedigree, quality, with new campaign

P
erhaps, Peak’s strongest 
asset is its quality and pedi-
gree, and the brand knows. 
So anytime it intends to 

throw a technical jab on com-
petition, it reminds them that ‘I 
have it, and you don’t’, which is 
exactly what it did at the launch of 
its recent campaign, generation to 
generation.

“No brand in the category gets 
any close to this historical record,” 
says Sunday Ogunniyi, market 
analyst and communications ex-
pert. “This is just one of the unique 
properties enjoyed by the Peak 
brand alone”.

Peak Milk berthed in Nigeria in 
1958, and has since been catering 
for the nutritional needs of its con-
sumers across different generations. 
Part of the pedigree is the ‘all-round 

first’ the brand has always enjoyed; 
the first mover advantage when 
it became the first dairy brand in 
the country; the first dairy brand 
to be fortified with 28 vitamins & 
minerals; and the first to be extra-
fortified for stronger bodies and 
sharper minds.

For over 60 years, the brand 
has been consistent in content and 
quality, justifying its description 
as “rich & creamy”, thereby trans-
forming itself into a strong cultural 
brand, appealing to different socio-
cultural groups. It is known as ‘Milki 
Olope’ by the Yorubas in the West 
and ‘Madara n’kwakwa’ by the 
Northern Hausas. The consum-
ers also see the brand elements as 
symbolic and essential differen-
tiator which has built enduring 
emotional connections between 
the consumers and the brand across 
the country.

According to its producers, 

…As VC lists institution’s recent achievements

DO.II Designs marks 5th anniversary, donates 
to Modupe Cole Memorial Centre
IFEoMA oKEKE

D
O.II Designs Ltd, a repu-
table Nigerian furni-
ture manufacturing 
company and one-stop 

shop for all interior design and 
furniture solutions, recently 
celebrated its 5th anniversary.

As part of the celebration, 
DO.II visited the Modupe Cole 
Memorial Child Care and Treat-
ment Centre, a school for chil-
dren with special needs, in order 

to give back and appreciate some 
special citizens of the country in 
its own way. 

Through this gesture, DO.II 
Designs is not only dedicated to 
producing high quality furniture 
and interiors, but also ensures 
that the company remains so-
cially responsible.

“We are grateful of the fact 
that we were able to put smiles 
on the faces of the children at 
Modupe Cole Childcare and 
Treatment Centre this festive 
season,” said Ifeyinwa Ighodalo, 
CEO, DO.II Designs Ltd.

Ifeyinwa Ighodalo (l), CEO, DO.II Designs Ltd, and her management team donating 
money and other items to Modupe Cole Memorial Child Care and Treatment Centre, 
recently.

MAbEL DIMMA
Peak’s logo represents a symbol of 
success, its premium nature and 
an active personality that can be 
depended upon. The overlaying 
blue sky depicts hope, calmness 
and healing, which underscores the 
harmless nature of milk. The palm 
tree is a symbol of nutrition and 
growth. The multiple trees of dif-
ferent sizes with lush green leaves 
represent family with siblings 
across generations; while mountain 
symbolize performance and the 
ultimate top position which is in 
perpetual alliance with the name 
of the brand and aspiration of the 
consumers.

All these brand elements have 
been carefully etched out and nur-
tured from inception of the brand, 
and now drawn out and creatively 
deployed in this new campaign, 
reaffirming its leadership position 
in the dairy market; and winning 
big applause as a family brand.

North will be made to suffer the 
consequences of his action,” he 
lamented.

A
s Nigeria is currently fac-
ing problems of insecurity 
and corruption, govern-
ment at all levels have 

been urged to invite Civil Society to 
take part in developing defence and 
anti-corruption strategies. 

Salahudeen Hashim, conflict ad-
visor of Civil Society Legislative Ad-
vocacy Centre (CSLAC), who stated 

Expert wants Civil Society to assist government in developing defence, anti-corruption strategies
this in Ilorin, Kwara State, alleged 
that the nation’s defense policy had 
expired since 2005,  calling for the 
review of Nigeria’s defence policy.

Hashim spoke during a North 
Central summit on ‘Strengthening 
accountability in the Nigeria’s de-
fence sector’ organised by his Centre 
in collaboration with Transparency 
International and Global Affairs 
Canada in Ilorin, Kwara State.

Describing the level of suffering 

of Nigerian soldiers as worrisome, 
Hashim added that their welfare 
package is not encouraging.

He therefore, called for more 
transparency in procurement pro-
cess in the nation’s defence sector, 
and as well, the National Assembly 
to review the 2007 Procurement 
Act to cover the defence sector.

“We have seen that the situ-
ation in the country is currently 
worrisome. 

sIKIRAT sHEHU, Ilorin
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News 
Fayose approves N200m car 
loan for 645 Ekiti workers 

E
kiti State Governor, 
Ayodele Fayose has 
approve d the dis-
bursement of another 
tranche of over 200 

million naira as car loans for 645 
workers in the state.

The State Commissioner for 
Finance, Toyin Ojo who made 
this known in Ado-Ekiti Friday, 
explained that the loans would 
be disbursed and beneficiaries 
will receive loan, ranging from 
N80,000 to N1.5 million depend-
ing on individual’s salary grade 
level.

Reiterating the commitment 
of Ayodele Fayose-led adminis-
tration to the welfare of work-
ers, Ojo noted that N896,950,000 
had been given out as car loans 
to 2,942 workers since the incep-
tion of the present administra-
tion in the State. 

According to him, 2,165 work-
ers also received N490,730,000 
as housing loans during the 
same period, noting that Gov-
ernment’s gesture was in spite 
of the paucity of funds in the 

RAPHAEL ADEYANJU, ADo Ekiti

UNICAF offers scholarships to 
all NYSC members in Lagos

U
NICAF is proud to an-
nounce its partnership 
with the National Youth 
Service Corps (NYSC), 

Lagos State Secretariat. The part-
nership was reached by Moham-
med Momoh, the NYSC state coor-
dinator, and Nicos Nicolaou, chief 
executive officer of UNICAF, in the 
presence of Olufemi Apena and 
Emmanuel Ebanehita, country 
manager and marketing manager 
of UNICAF Nigeria, respectively 
and distinguished members of the 
NYSC management. 

Through the partnership, all 
eligible members of the NYSC in 
Lagos will be offered guaranteed 
80% UNICAF scholarships to pur-
sue online degree programmes of 
Unicaf University, plus free Win-
dows 10 tablets upon payment of 
the required deposit. Furthermore, 
one selected NYSC member will 
receive a full UNICAF scholarship, 
covering 100percent of tuition 
fees, to study with Unicaf Univer-
sity, with the added bonus of a free 
Windows 10 tablet. All successful 
applicants must meet the academic 
and financial criteria set out by 
UNICAF and Unicaf University. 

With a physical presence in 9 
African countries, with learning 

centres and branch campuses, 
UNICAF is rapidly becoming a 
key player in online and blended 
learning education on the conti-
nent. The UNICAF Scholarship 
Programme is one of the most 
generous in the world today, and 
the UNICAF Virtual Learning 
Environment is the largest digi-
tal platform available for online 
study in Africa. Studying with a 
UNICAF scholarship towards an 
internationally recognised under-
graduate or postgraduate degree, 
offered from partner universities 
is flexible, affordable and easy 
to do and it connects you with 
an international community of 
UNICAF scholars in 156 countries.

The application for a UNICAF 
scholarship is quick and easy; ex-
perienced student advisers guide 
applicants through the whole 
process, helping them select pay-
ment plans that suit their financial 
capabilities. 

The 24/7 online delivery of 
study material allows students to 
study at any time and in any place 
convenient to them, provided they 
have Internet access. New mod-
ules start every month, so students 
can commence their studies as 
soon as they are accepted. 

iDRiS UMAR MoMoH, Benin

State occasioned by the general 
economic downturn and the se-
riously dwindling allocation 
from the federation account as 
well as the overwhelming debt 
burden created by the immedi-
ate past administration.

The Commissioner charged 
beneficiaries of the loans to 
make the most of it, and cau-
tioned them against spending 
the money on items that would 

not add value to their lives.
He solicited the continued 

support of workers for govern-
ment’s efforts to improve their 
lot and develop the State.

Describing the state work-
force as the engine-room of gov-
ernment, Ojo emphasised that 
it would be difficult to achieve 
set goals without the support 
of workers and their dedication 
to duties.

Fayose

RCCG Youth hold revival for self-
awakening, spiritual growth

A
-three day powerful 
revival & Praise Night 
tagged Moving Moun-
tains has been an-

nounced by the Redeemed Chris-
tian Church of God (RCCG) Strait 
Gate Area Youth under the Lagos 
Province 42.

 The program is slated to hold 
from the 13th -15th of December 
2017 at 42 Idowu Ademiluyi Street, 
Iyanaodo Bus-Stop Adiyan, Ag-
bado Station, Ogun State.

 According to the organizers, 
the Program will feature spirit-
filled Ministers such as Pastor 
Rabiu Oladele, Pastor Mayowa 
Oke, Olayinka Oluwafemi, Tunde 
Adebayo and other anointed men 
of God.

 Area Youth President, Akin-
wande Victor, said the program 
will touch lives of people, re-
awaken the Giant in Nigerian 
Youth, help them overcome and 
conquer challenges in every area 
of their lives.

 The highlight of the revival 
includes Moving Mountains fi-
nancially, spiritually in relation-
ships, and careers. The programme 
feature Worship session, Praises, 
Film-show, Drama Ministrations 
and other varieties. The first two 
days of the program is dedicated 
for prayers and revival starting 
from 6:00pm - 8:00pm, while the 
last day, Friday 15th December 
2017 will be a praise night starting 
from 9:00pm - 5:00am.

UNIBEN partners Schlumberger Technology 
to curb wastage in oil, gas industry

T
he authorities of the Uni-
versity of Benin have 
entered into a partner-
ship with Schlumberger 

Technology for the deployment 
of software operation to curb 
wastage and errors involved in 
the value-chain in the oil and gas 
industry in Nigeria.

Ifeanyi Nwagbogu, Group man-
aging director of Schlumberger, 
said the plug-in module is expected 
to increase the market value, put 
the research on global scale and 
make it acceptable worldwide.

Nwagbogu said the technol-
ogy was powered by the Centre 
of excellence in Geo-Sciences and 
Petroleum Engineering depart-
ment of the University of Benin. 

Schlumberger boss, spoke at 
the close-out meeting of selected 
nine final year undergraduate 
students from the Faculties of 
physical Sciences and Engineering 
who have successfully completed 
the plug-in software basic training 
programme.

According to him, “what we 
are doing through the STEP pro-
gramme is about developing a 
problem-solving skills for brilliant 
minds and mentor them prop-

erly to develop a lot of solutions 
which have potential economic 
and commercial value within our 
industries.

“We try to spread it around 
for people to interact with this 
software. It focuses on the Ex-
ploration and production (A & P) 
industry which also include the 
life circle of drilling, petrol fun-
damental, Geology, Geo-physics 
and how to do convincing pre-
sentation”.

He said the scheme would be 
expanded to other Nigerian uni-
versities in no distant time based 
on the availability of funds.

In his remark, the Vice-chan-
cellor, University of Benin, Fara-
day Orumwense directed the vari-
ous heads of  nine Departments 

and the Deans in the Faculties of 
Physical Sciences and Engineering 
to work out a template on how to 
further develop the research. 

Orumwense, represented by 
the Deputy Vice-chancellor, Ad-
ministration, Jacob Ehirobo, said 
the Institution is planning to es-
tablish a Centre for Research 
development.

Also speaking, the Operations 
Manager of Schlumberger, Prince 
Abangwu, said, the University lec-
turers, mentors and Supervisors 
will monitor the progress of imple-
mentation of its recommendations 
for operational improvement for 
the knowledge gained ahead of 
the first quarter of 2018 when 
the students will take up another 
challenge.

Pensioners appeal to Aregbesola to pay entitlements

A 
group of pensioners in 
Osun State, Forum of 
Contributory Pensioners, 
has appealed to Governor 

Rauf Aregbesola to pay their entitle-
ments to ease the hardship majority 
of them are passing through.

Addressing newsmen in Osogbo,  
the two coordinators of the group, 
Samuel Adeosun and Gbadebo Ad-
egboye, said members of the group 
were living from hand to mouth 
as a result of non-payment of their 
pensions, adding that on behalf 
of the group, about fifteen letters 
have been written to Governor 

Aregbesola without response from 
government.

Adegboye said: “We have to 
pathetically observe that, the Con-
tributory Pensioners that are be-
ing deprived of their retirement 
benefits are now suffering from 
unimaginable degrees and dimen-
sions of abject poverty. 

“Arising from this unwholesome 
situations, our prayers and humble 
appeal are that the state govern-
ment of Osun under the benevolent 
leadership of the governor, should 
graciously put sufficient funds into 
the scheme, being the shortfall of 
the state government’s counterpart 
funding, enough to cater for the 
Contributory Pensioners.

BoLA BAMiGBoLA, osogbo
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JOLOMI

Governor Muhammadu Badaru Ababakar and Gerry McCarty, GEMS 4 
team leader, during the closing event of GEMS activities held in Kano.

Jolomi George Fenemigho is a blind mass communication graduate from the Nigerian Institute of Journalism, Ogba, Lagos Nigeria, an assistive technology consultant, web designer 
and a strong advocate of accessible technology for the blind. Jolomi’s long term goal entails an inclusive society, where the utmost considerations for people living with blindness are 
met and delivered. He believes technology gives birth to competency for every blind or visually impaired person living in Nigeria which would in turn enable them match-up exponentially 
with their fellow sighted counterparts at work, at school and everywhere else. He shares his vision with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE in this interview. Excerpts:

I 
understand you are run-
ning an eye training centre. 
Kindly tell us more about 
the centre? 

 The Guiding Eyes Training 
Centre is an ICT training-oriented 
centre, intending to assist and 
support the blind and the visu-
ally-impaired persons in Nigeria 
in a professional and audience-
focused manner. The centre em-
phasizes service and support to 
differentiate itself from more 
price-oriented centres. I am on the 
brink of penetrating the barriers 
of isolation that hold sway to our 
audience for years.

What are your objectives for 
the centre?

Our objectives include provid-
ing supportive services to the 
blind people in Nigeria; to create 
awareness on accessible tech-
nology for the blind and assist 
the public on how best they can 
make the environment conducive 
for people living with blindness 
in Nigeria; to train and retrain 
blind people to be technologically 
compliant. We also want to work 
in collaboration with the govern-
ment, donor agencies, corporate 
bodies and foundations of like 
minds in order to advocate for an 
inclusive society.

A 
2-day event organized to 
mark the closing of the 
Growth and Employ-
ment in States (GEMS) 

programme initiated by United 
Kingdom`s Department for Inter-
national Development (DFID) with 
the support of the World Bank, 
and European Union, as a mean 
of aiding structural reform of the 
Nigerian Economy was concluded 
in Kano within the week.

The event brought together 
facilitators of the intervention 
programme, specifically conceived 
to assist some selected states in 
Nigeria to address the mounting 
challenge of joblessness as well as 
the issue of structural inadequacy 
generating job loss in their econo-
mies.

The closing event which had 
in attendance several of the tar-
geted beneficiaries of the initia-
tive served as an avenue to brief 
stakeholders of the outcomes of 
the various reforms, and interven-
tional activities executed under 
the programme.

The event was presided over 
by the executive governor of Jiga-

‘My vision is to train the blind in ICT’

But what can you tell us in 
terms of a particular area of 
focus?

 The Guiding Eyes would focus 
mainly on accessible technology 
for the blind    surrounding educa-
tion and employment. I arrived at 

this conclusion from the research 
I carried out in order to prefer a 
lasting solution to the problem 
at hand, and focusing on these 
key areas mentioned above are 
what I feel will serve as probable 
solutions to the poor educational 

standard and incompetency sur-
rounding the blind community in 
Nigeria. I realised that there are 
some already existing computer 
training centres that specifically 
cater for the blind in Nigeria 
today, but the so-called training 
that they offer, doesn’t go as far 
as the normal basic computer 
desktop appreciation, leaving 
the fact that there are so much 
more that ICT has to offer for a 
visually impaired person, such as: 
networking, IT trouble shooting, 
audio manipulation and creation, 
web designing, etc. Also, there 
isn’t much emphasis on ICT by 
this already existing institutions 
cause, their main focus is on other 
key areas affecting persons living 
with visually impairment, and 
totally ignoring the possibilities of 
accessible technology for the blind 
and the visually impaired persons 
in Nigeria. In addition, I believe 
that true assistive technology, I 
would not only make every visu-
ally impaired person an active and 
productive member of the society, 
but also make the sighted (people 
with sight) to end their discrimina-
tive attitude and cease from rating 
persons living with visual impair-
ment as second-class citizens, but 
see them has equals and creating 
an inclusive society where high 

While commending DFID for 
the tremendous achievements 
recorded under the programme, 
Daneji said the Kano State govern-
ment would do everything pos-
sible to sustain the gains recorded 
under the programme.              

Presenting a lead paper, enti-
tled ‘GEMS Suite of Programmes 
Introduction and Overview’, 
Andy Gartside,  Private Sector 
Development`s Adviser, DFID, 
Abuja, provided a brief over-
view of the GEMS intervention 
programme executed in Nigeria 
which according to him started 
in 2010 as a pro-poor initiative, 
and geared towards multi secto-
rial reforms of the economy of 
participating states.

Gartside explained that the 
main objective of the closing 
event was to inspire action and 
the knowledge and skills from 
p e ople who are exp e cte d to 
carry forward the gains of the 
GEMS programme, as a whole.    

He said that the GEMS pro-
gramme (GEMS1, GEMS3, and 
GEMS4) were conceived to be 
private sector driven with special 
emphasis on job creation and in-
crease of income earning capac-

considerations for the blind are 
adopted in all facets in the country.

You are saying that you have 
something different to offer from 
what is currently available within 
the blind community?

Yes. The Guiding Eyes will of-
fer services that are like no other 
as far as the blind community is 
concerned. We now live in a world 
where technology itself is changing 
(global village) and the way things 
are done now is not as it once used to 
be, and that is why The Guiding Eyes 
refuse to cling to the obsolete method 
of training (the common and basic 
computer training), that some already 
established institutions for and off the 
blind offer. Instead, The Guiding Eyes 
will offer an advance form of acces-
sible computer training for the blind 
thus, having an edge over all other 
blind institutions in Nigeria.

So, what assistance would you 
need to be able to realise this dream?

For me to be able to realise this 
dream I need funding. I need to be 
able to get office space in a loca-
tion the blind can easily access. 
I am trusting God for sponsors 
for me to be able to the needed 
equipment. If I have the needed 
financial supports, I should be able 
to impact the blind community 
and consequently contribute to 
national productivity.   

ity of its participating partners.
Giving awareness into the 

score sheet of these programmes, 
he disclosed that so far through 
the activities executed under 
the programme, a total of 26,000 
new direct jobs had been cre-
ated, as well as an increase in 
the income earning of over 2 
million people.

In the second lead presenta-
tion, entitled ‘GEMS4 in Sum-
mary’,  David Joiner,  who is 
the dire ctor of  GEMS4 pro-
gramme, enumerated the spe-
cific activities executed under 
the programme, such as: Micro-
Retailing, Waste Management, 
Mobile Money, Tomato, Rice, 
Feed Finishing, Skin Preserva-
tion Salt, and Access to Markets 
for Rural Producers.

According to him, GEMS4 
–Wholesale and Retail ,  was 
conceived to stimulate growth, 
inc ome and employment by 
improving efficiency in the whole-
sale and retail sector of the Nigeria 
Economy, in addition to providing 
cross cutting support in access to 
finance and women`s economic 
empowerment in Kano, Kaduna, 
and Jigawa states.                        

…creates 26,000 new jobs  …increased income earning of over 2 million Nigerians

wa State, Muhammadu Badaru 
Abubakar, and Professor Mah-
moud Daneji, managing director, 
Kano Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment Agency (KNARDA), 
who represented the Kano State 
Governor.

The themes discussed at the oc-
casion particularly focused on the 
importance of agriculture to the 
economy of northern Nigeria, as 
well as the importance of getting 
produce to market at higher prices, 
in addition to general increase in 
production.    

Declaring the event open, Pro-

fessor Daneji, in his welcome re-
marks noted that there is a need to 
scale up investment in agriculture 
in order to transform the sector, 
improve business environment 
as well as innovation in specific 
value chain.

Commenting on the gains of the 
GEMS initiative to the people of 
the state, Daneji said that the proj-
ect had encouraged public –private 
partnership, and that beneficiaries 
of the initiative would put into 
practice the knowledge, skills and 
experiences gained in course of 
the programme.

Interview
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Edo sweepers

Street sweepers and the burden of non-payment of 8 months’ salaries

S
treet sweepers in the employ 
of the Edo State Management 
Board last Thursday again 
took to the streets to protest 
the non-payment of their 

eight months’ salaries.
The protesters, who abandoned 

their official duty, marched through 
the ever-busy Kings Square to Edo 
State Government House, telling their 
sad stories.

The street sweepers had on No-
vember 3,2017 taken to the streets 
to protest the non-payment of seven 
months’ salaries.

Philip Shaibu, the state deputy 
governor, who received the protesters 
on behalf of Godwin Obaseki, the state 
governor, had assured them that all 
issues leading to the delay in the pay-
ment of their salaries were currently 
being resolved.

Shaibu added that the Secretary 
to the State Government, Osarodion 
Ogie was at the meeting with all the 
contractors under the waste manage-
ment agency to resolve the issues.

He explained that the government 
was planning a better Public Private 
Partnership to keep the state clean, 
adding that the partnership would 
impact positively on their welfare.

Speaking to journalists, the spokes-
person of the sweepers, Aigbe Jerry, 
who appealed to the state government 
to settle theor salary arrears, alleged 
that they have been stopped for work 
and that the job has been given to 
SEEFOR.

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH, BENIN

“On November 3, 2017, we pro-
tested against the non-payment of 
our salary to the state government 
and they promised us that within a 
week they would pay us. The deputy 
governor, Philip Shaibu who spoke to 
us during the protest promised us that 
we will be paid second week of the 
month of November. We all joyfully 
and happily went home. 

“Since then we have been going to 
Government House and waiting for 
the money. We were at the Govern-

ment House again and we were told 
to wait till November ending. Now 
November has come and gone. No pay-
ment but on December 1st we went to 
our office and didn’t see our manager. 

“When we called him on phone, 
he asked us to wait that the money is 
coming and that the salary vouchers 
have been signed and that the money 
has not gotten to them. Since then we 
have been waiting for the money. But 
few days later, the manager told us to 
stop work till when the money is avail-

able to pay us. He promised us Tuesday, 
this week for the payment but now 
Tuesday has passed no payment and 
today is Thursday.

“They told us that the work has 
been taken from us, and it has been 
given to SEEFOR. We dig road and 
packed. We borrowed money to do 
the road work. They should pay us our 
money,” he said.

He lamented that some of the 
female workers who put to bed are 
still at the hospital because they were 

not able to pay hospital bills, while 
landlords have threatened to evict 
some of them for not being able to pay 
house rents.

While urging the government to 
be sensitive to the plights of workers 
in the state, he noted that government 
was supposed to be for the welfare of 
the people and not for its personal ag-
grandisement.

According to him, “this is not good 
at all. It is not encouraging to us as a 
government. A governor is supposed 
to be for the people and not for his 
pocket. Now we don’t know where 
we are going to.

“The governor should answer us. 
As a governor he had never come out 
to address us as workers he employed 
to know their needs and challenges 
which is very bad. We want to know 
where we are and at the same time we 
need our eight months’ salary.”

“We are on the streets again to 
protest to the state governor to tell 
him that we are not slaves or prisoners, 
that we are all human beings like him. 
He should pay us our money because 
every one of us has problems to solve 
with money; that is why we applied 
for the job”, he added.

Helen Jamiu and Christian Ok-
horoye, also members of the associa-
tion, said government was not paying 
them the correct monthly salary, 
pointing out that in the employment 
letters they were offered  N25,000 
monthly but instead they were being 
paid N7,500 monthly.

Okhoroye said her husband was 
last Wednesday arrested by the land-
lord over non-payment of house rent.

How Buhari, Atiku candidacy in 2019 election may 
affect investor confidence in Nigeria’s economy

A
s 2019 general election in Nigeria draws 
near with speculations widening from 
all corners as to who becomes the next 
president of the country, analysts say 

that if President Muhammadu Buhari is repre-
sented by his party, the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), as its candidate for the election, and Atiku 
Abubakar secures the ticket to run on People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) platform, they may af-
fect investor confidence in the nation’s fragile 
economy.

The analysts hinge their argument on Buhari 
on his health condition which they consider a 
strategic political risk. The thinking is that given 
Buhari’s health status which has been a major con-
cern, he might not be able to prosecute the election 
with all its rigours and still function as president.

“It is doubtful if the president will have the 
capacity to do all that and where he cannot, it is 
going to derail the electoral process and create 
uncertainty in the political system”, said an analyst 
who did not want his name mentioned, adding 
that long term investors will keep away if that 
happens.

But this might not turn out to be a risk after all 
if the party has a plan B which, according to the 
analyst, is a remote possibility given the posturing 
from Buhari’s apologists. Governor Nasir El Rufai 
of Kaduna State was once quoted as saying that 
nobody could rise to challenge Buhari in the north 
and that the whole northern governors support 
the president’s re-election in 2019.

The resignation of Atiku Abubakar, a former 
vice president, from APC and return to PDP means 
the battle for presidency in 2019 will be between 
him and the incumbent President. There may, 
however, be some jokers who will chicken out and 
do a retreat when the battle field becomes too hot 
and risky to advance further.

President Buhari and Atiku

By any stretch of the imagination, Atiku 
Abubakar is a political phenomenon who has not 
only the means and capacity to prosecute elections, 
but also the sagacity and clout to wield influence 
and garner sufficient support for his cause. His 
most recent political move cannot be dismissed 
by a wave of the hand, despite protestations by a 
few individuals who, some observers say, speak 
with tongue-in-cheek.

Atiku as vice president under Olusegun 
Obasanjo regime was a powerful political figure 
who used his position to build and nurture a 
formidable political machine that remains a 
launch pad for his soaring political ambition till 
date. He is known to be not only ambitious, but 
also audacious.

Both Buhari and Atiku are from the Northern 
part of the country. Analysts see this posing an-
other strategic risk expected from the oil bearing 

Niger Delta region of the country. “Nobody knows 
what will prevent a major crisis from happening 
in this region”, said Emmanuel Ameke, a public 
affairs commentator.

Ameke explained in a telephone interview 
that the Niger Delta militants, who might feel 
short-changed, could resume militant activities, 
bombing oil installations, scaring away investors 
and derailing the economy which is still in early 
and slow recovery from a crippling recession.

The Niger Delta region of Nigeria has always 
felt that they are not adequately rewarded for 
the nation’s wealth which is derived from their 
domain. Ameke said that the recent musings on 
the former President Goodluck Jonanthan nurs-
ing ambition to take another shot at the presidency 
in 2019 is not unconnected with this thinking in 
the oil-rich region.

Jonathan as an incumbent president lost re-

election to Buhari in 2015 and his people have not 
stopped sulking over this loss ever since. His alleged 
interest in 2019, though flatly rebuffed by his aides, 
has raised concerns in the polity.

“That will be a misadventure by the former 
president”, Ameke said, explaining that since the 
former president could not win a re-election with 
everything available to him, including power of 
incumbency, it will be a sheer waste of time for 
him to think of winning this time. “It is not every 
time that luck and fate smile at us,” he quipped.

He advised that the former president should sit 
back and continue to enjoy the statesmanship and 
international respect he has attracted to himself 
by conceding electoral defeat as an incumbent 
president. “That, to me, is a more honourable thing 
for him to do in this dispensation”, he said.

The 2019 election is well over 12 months away 
but politicians are talking about it as if it is just 12 
days away from today. All these are raising con-
cerns among investors whose confidence may be 
eroded if things are not properly managed.

Analysts foresee a situation where the govern-
ment will use the first six months of 2018 to just 
spend money preparing for the election. “This will 
be too risky for the economy because it is going to 
be an over-drive”, the analysts said.

They however, advise that government could 
still court investors by tweaking the ease of doing 
business initiative. Investors should be assured that 
any of them wishing to invest in stocks, infrastruc-
ture or real estate has government’s support and 
guarantee. This way, the investors would maintain 
their confidence in the economy.

“The ruling party should know that the 
change mantra that brought them into office has 
evaporated and nothing is happening. So, if the 
government doesn’t achieve the kind of things 
they promised to deliver, then there would be a 
ripple effect in terms of confidence deficiency”, the 
analysts reasoned.

CHUKA UROKO



Feature
Sunday  10  December  2017 11SUNDAYBD C002D5556

L
ike the proverbial dog that turns back to 
fight when chased to the wall, Nigerians 
started an aggressive campaign last 
week against the Nigerian Police after 
a video in which officers attached to the 

Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) shot a man in 
Yaba, Lagos, went viral on social media.

The incident then took an unexpected twist 
which revealed how most Nigerians are truly 
feeling about the police generally, with many 
sharing personal experiences of police brutality, 
sexual harassment and theft.

Many lamented that in this digital age, young 
boys with phones, cameras, laptops and other 
such gadgets have become endangered species 
at the hands of SARS operatives who operate 
brazenly at any time of day with no recourse to 
any civilised terms of engagement.

Reports have continued to pour in since then 
on SARS operatives’ activities with evidence-
backed accusations of extra-judicial killings, 
robberies at gunpoint and torture.

Amnesty International said it received re-
ports from lawyers, human rights defenders and 
journalists, and collected testimonies stating that 
some police officers in SARS regularly demand 
bribes, steal and extort money from criminal 
suspects and their families.

According to Amnesty, SARS detainees are 
held in a variety of locations, including a grim 
detention centre in Abuja known as the ‘Abat-
toir’, where Amnesty International found 130 
detainees living in overcrowded cells.

“SARS officers are getting rich through their 
brutality. In Nigeria, it seems that torture is a 
lucrative business,” said Damian Ugwu, Amnesty 
International’s Nigeria researcher.

Former detainees told Amnesty Interna-
tional they had been subjected to horrific torture 
methods, including hanging, starvation, beatings, 
shootings and mock executions, at the hands 
of corrupt officers from the dreaded SARS, ac-
cording to Amnesty International in a report 
published September 21, 2016.

“A police unit created to protect the people 
has instead become a danger to society, tortur-
ing its victims with complete impunity while 
fomenting a toxic climate of fear and corruption,” 
Ugwu said.

With the social media awash with eyewit-
ness reports as well as victim accounts of this 
seeming legal racket across Nigerian state, many 
Nigerians began to call for an end to SARS.

“If we fail to make this #EndSARS campaign 
count, SARS/Police will be more brutal on us 
and politicians will never take us serious again. 
The goal of the movement will not be achieved 
and injustice will prevail,” Opeyemi Babalola, a 
concerned Nigerian, said via his twitter handle.

Several prominent Nigerians, including Oby 
Ezekwesili, Atiku Abubakar, Remi Sonaiya, and 
many others lent their voice to the request for 
reform and end to police impunity.

In the heat of the #EndSARS campaign, Moses 
Motoni, an official of BudgIT, a civic organization, 
was arrested in Kaduna on Tuesday, December 
5, 2017, by some policemen, who were disguised 
as DHL courier officers and taken to Abuja. His 
crime was holding a town hall meeting to sensi-
tise residents of Niger South Senatorial District 
in Bida, Niger State, on the zonal intervention 
projects awarded to their constituency in the 
2017 budget.

Narrating his ordeal after he was released on 
Wednesday, Motoni said his legs were chained 
and his hands cuffed to a seat by the policemen 
who arrested him; he dislocated his joints in the 
process.

According to Motoni, he saw hell in the hands 
of the police personnel, who dehumanised and 
treated him like a criminal.

He said he was not informed about his crime, 
but the policemen simply said he was arrested 
for “inciting the populace and trying to impeach 
the Emir of Bida”.

As the outcries became overwhelming, Ibra-
him Idris, the Inspector-General of Police (IGP), 
ordered the immediate reorganisation of the 
SARS and an investigation into the allegations of 
atrocities levelled against its operatives.

But police spokesman Jimoh Moshood re-
plied, “Nigeria Police Force is the best in UN Peace 
Keeping Operations, Best in Africa, One of the 
Best in the World. The Force rejects the report as 
unempirical and absolute falsehood” that “should 
be disregarded and discountenanced”.

But with the insurrections of #EndSARS, 
which many have lent their voice to, it is easy to 
see that the ranking is justified.

The Nigeria Police Force, established in 1930, 
has a long history of engaging in unprofessional, 
corrupt, and criminal conduct, with many senior 
citizens now lamenting that the institution has 
proved difficult to effectively manage and control 
and has become largely unaccountable to the 
citizens it is meant to serve.

Ayo Opadokun, a former secretary, National 
Democratic Coalition (NADECO) and convener, 
Coalition of Democrats for Electoral Reforms 
(CODER), told BDSUNDAY that the cure for Ni-
geria’s policing ailment is a return to a true federal 
system as it was practiced before 1966.

“The problems of the Nigerian Police and the 
crimes associated with it are as a result of our 
over-centralised government. This is unitarily 
centrally government which the army foisted 
on Nigerians since 1966; and in the process cre-
ated one centrally Police Force with its multi 
dimensional crisis. This is the main reason why 
are having these issues,” Opadokun said.

“So, I consider the most critical thing that 
could have make such situation possible much 
more important than the fallouts. If we want 
to resolve and solve our problem lets return to 
federal system of government,” he said.    

But while Nigerians are calling for the scrap-
ping of SARS and sanitization of the Nigerian 
Police as an institution, allegation of corrupt en-
richment levelled against the current IG by Isah 
Misau, who is representing Bauchi Central at 
the Senate, has not been satisfactorily answered.

The alleged corrupt revelation started some-
time in August this year when Misau, an 
ex-police officer, accused the IG of pocketing at 
least N10 billion monthly, totalling N120 billion 
annually, for providing police protection to oil 
companies anthers and private individuals.

The senator also told his colleagues at the red 
chamber that the Police under its current IG have 
taken corruption to a new height by engaging 
in varying degrees of sharp practices and raising 
illegal funds which he suggested be legalized and 
converted to the Federal Government.

Although Senate President Bukola Saraki, 
who presided over the plenary, promised that 
the allegations raised by Misau are ‘important 
issues’ which cannot be swept under the carpet, 
the matter has already died out long ago, like 
many before it.

The activities of the Police and how its officers 
are handling weaponry had also come under 

scrutiny recently, after a report released in two 
parts between in December 2016 and May 2017 
by the Office of the Auditor General of the Fed-
eration revealed that at least, 44 assorted arms 
belonging to the Nigerian Police could not be ac-
counted for between 2013 and 2015, respectively.

The report unearthed that arms as well 
as rounds of ammunition entrusted to police 
personnel were said to have been “snatched”, 
“missing” or “lost”, while standards established by 
the Nigeria’s financial regulations for reporting 
and checking such incidents were ignored by 
the police authority.

For instance, in Umuagwo, Ohaji/Egbema 
local government area of Imo State, five arms (3 
AK-47 and 2 AR rifles) recorded in Arms/Am-
munition Returns of September 19, 2013 could 
neither be traced in the latest handover note of 
the armourer and the Division Police Officer of 
April 7, 2014 and August 31 2015 respectively 
nor sighted physically as at the time of the audit 
inspection on October 14, 2015.

Similarly, during the audit inspection of 
arms and ammunition records maintained by 
the Nigeria Mobile Police Force, the audit report 
discovered that Squadron 43 Lion Building, Lagos, 
reported the loss of 25 arms of different models.

Debo Adeniran, executive chairman, Centre 
for Anti-Corruption and Open Leadership (CA-
COL), said the discourse should not just be about 
the misconduct of SARS and the calls for the 
team to be scrapped, but the reformation of the 
Nigerian Police as an institution which he said is 
long overdue.

“The Police, Immigration, Customs and all of 
them are overdue for reformation. They need to 
be taught civility and the idea of honest living; 
because many of the officers are the ones giving 
abets to criminals in Nigeria and if we continue 
like that the situation will continue to degener-
ate. We may get to a place where criminality 
will become a household thing and all of us will 
be in trouble.

“From the Police angle, there is a need to do 
urgent reengineering of the machinery of police 
operation is Nigeria. There is hardly any unit of 
the police that has lived up to the expected stan-
dards of policing. I don’t subscribe to the scrapping 
of SARS. It can be reorganised in such a way that 
there would be civility in their operation. Police 
should not see anybody with laptop as a yahoo 
person.

“As a matter of fact, yahoo persons are not 
the ones that we ask them to chase about. They 
are to go after armed bandits, including kidnap-
pers and all that. EFCC is in charge of 419, that is 
not SARS responsibility. What SARS officers are 
doing violates peoples’ right and privacy. The 
intimidation and harassment of civilians must 
stop,” he told BDSUNDAY.

#EndSARS campaign: Nigeria police 
in urgent need of reform

In a statement signed by Jimoh Moshood, 
Force Public Relations Officer (FPRO), the IGP 
noted that SARS has curbed armed robbery, kid-
napping and cattle rustling, among other crimes, 
but explained that in the new arrangement, a 
Commissioner of Police is now the overall head 
of the SARS nationwide under the Department 
of Operations, Force Headquarters Abuja.

“The zonal and state commands as well as 
divisions will continue to operate anti-crime 
units, crime prevention and control squads to 
prevent and detect crimes and criminalities in 
their respective jurisdictions. The Federal Anti-
Robbery Squad (FSARS) will, from now on, exist 
and operate in the state and zonal commands 
under the Commissioner of Police, FSARS, at the 
Force Headquarters,” the statement read in part.

The statement also disclosed that a new 
training programme on core police duties, respect 
for human rights and humane handling and 
care of suspects in custody would be required 
for all FSARS operatives. It explained that the 
programme would be conducted in collabora-
tion with civil society organizations, local and 
international non-governmental organizations 
and other human rights bodies.

The IGP urged members of the public who 
have complaints of rights violations committed 
by SARS operatives to lodge reports through a 
variety of platforms, including telephone and 
social media.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, December 5, 2017, 
the Senate directed its Ad-hoc Committee on 
Security Reform, which was inaugurated to ho-
listically review Nigeria’s security infrastructure, 
to investigate the issue of human rights abuses by 
officers of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad on the 
Nigeria Police.

Also in commemoration of World’s Human 
Right Day today, December 10, there are plans 
to hold an #EndSARS #ReformPoliceNG Rally in 
Abuja on Monday, December 11, at the Fountain.

“This is not a protest by the way but a Global 
Awareness Campaign,” the organisers said.

When the World Internal Security and Police 
Index (WISPI) ranked the Nigeria police worst 
in the world, many members of the force felt 
affronted and denied the ranking, saying that 
Nigeria police is the best in the world.

The report said “there are 219 police officers 
for every 100,000 Nigerians, well below both the 
Index median of 300, and the sub-Saharan Africa 
region average of 268”.

“This limits the capacity of the force to mea-
sure up to its law and order mandate. In terms of 
process, legitimacy and outcomes, the story is not 
different which makes the force fall short of the 
required standard. High levels of political terror 
have been an issue for Nigeria since 1993, with 
the country scoring a 4 on the Political Terror 
Scale every year since then,” the report said.
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Introduction:

W
hile Governor 
Nyesom Wike 
and Minister of 
Transportation, 
Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi, are in the trenches slug-
ging it out for who becomes the 
overall political leader of Rivers 
State, a new star is shooting from 
the east, threatening to outshine 
both. He is Magnus Abe, the sena-
tor representing Rivers South-East 
Senatorial Constituency. The in-
telligent and smart former com-
missioner of information, former 
lawmaker in the state, and former 
secretary to the Rivers State Gov-
ernment (SSG), has been a joint ally 
of both Amaechi and Wike before 
he broke away with Amaechi to 
face the wrath of then minister, 
Wike, from the federal side.

Now, he seems to have broken 
away from Amaechi now a minis-
ter but seems to drift to Wike, now 
governor, in what looks like my en-
emy’s enemy is my friend. Abe was 
skipped in 2015 to make Dakuku 
Peterside the APC flag-bearer to 
contest against Wike. Abe went to 
win back his senate seat with huge 
support from the APC and presum-
ably Amaechi. Now, he wants the 
heart of the meat, the governorship 
ticket of the APC or nothing. This 
seems to create bad blood between 
him and his friend, Amaechi, and 
the dispute has been allowed to 
play in front of children.

Abe has in recent time warmed 
up to Wike since the line between 
him and Amaechi is getting colder 
every day. Now, some APC law-
makers joined in a visit to Gover-
nor Wike and openly commended 
the governor for performing well, 
a position that the home APC 
loathes. Abe came out to defend 
the visit. Next, he led a senate com-
mittee on environment to Ogoni 
but first branched to pay homage 
to Wike who lambasted the APC 
FG. Abe came out to explain what 
Wike meant and strengthened the 
governor’s neck. Next, 16 SUVs 
were bought by Governor Wike 
for all the federal lawmakers from 
Rivers State, to perform their duties 
better, as Wike said.

This last straw seems to hit 
harder in the APC camp. They say 
it is bribe and reward to destrabi-
lise the APC. The world is waiting 
to see if Abe would claim his, but 
many say the gift must have been 
induced in the first place by the 
warmth from Abe.

The SUVs
Magnus Abe and 15 federal 

lawmakers from Rivers State were 
given the posh cars (Sports Util-
ity Vehicle, SUV, or Jeep) by the 
governor. Abe was not on ground 
to collect his car but the leaders of 
the Rivers caucus in the National 
Assembly collected for all others.

Wike had since said Rivers did 
not know recession, saying the 
Rivers economy was connected 
to heaven. This seems true, though 
some murmur that section of 

posh cars in their garages. Some 
wondered if the expensive car gifts 
were the priority of the state at this 
point in time.

‘Rivers Reps consulted Abe 
before meeting Wike’

Abe stepped in to say the APC 
lawmakers that joined the PDP 
lawmakers from Abuja to visit 
Wike in Port Harcourt commit-
ted no political crime. In fact, he 

said he permitted it. Observers say this 
alone gives indicated that he is calling 
the shots in the party in Abuja for Rivers 
State APC.  

Abe however said contrary to media 
reports, the federal lawmakers were 
at Government House, Port Harcourt, 
on the invitation of the governor. The 
senator said the comments made by the 
member representing Tai/Eleme/Oyigbo 
Federal Constituency, Barry Mpigi, had 
been manipulated by those seeking to 
score cheap political points. 

Abe said; “On receipt of the Governor’s 
invitation I was consulted by the House 
of Representatives Caucus and I did not 
just agree, I insisted that members hon-
our the Governor’s invitation (which 
for the first time was extended to all 
parties). It is important that though we 
belong to different political parties we 
should maintain lines of communication 
within the government that will enable 
us to serve our people better, which is the 
reason we were elected in the first place. 
Rivers state is not the only state where 
some lawmakers and the Governor are 
from opposing parties”.  

I will not quit APC – Abe
As the heat comes, Abe has declared 

he was not throwing in the towel in the 
APC. Many said he was hanging on to 
destroy the party before quitting to join 
his new friends. Abe has declared that 
the suspension of an All Progressives 
Congress (APC) lawmaker in the Rivers 
State House of Assembly, Hon. Azubuike 
Chikere Wanjoku, goes against the grain 
of decent legislative practice.

Abe has vowed that despite the need-
less provocation and unwarranted bitter-
ness against him, he would not leave the 

workers such as the RSSDA have 
not been paid for almost one year.

The gift came on the heels of 
outcry from a section of the Rivers 
APC family that Abe, is getting too 
close to the PDP governor. Abe has 
reacted to the outcry, saying he has 
had a political history of politics 
without bitterness, going back to 
his opponents for handshake.

Abe had once survived an 
open teargas attack in the hands 
of the police believed to have been 
instigated by the PDP lords in the 
state. This was at a time the police 
authorities in the state were being 
accused by the APC of being used 
to destroy those opposed to the 
then PDP-led federal government. 
Wike was a strong ally of the then 
president and PDP stalwart.

Governor Wike released the 16 
SUVs to elected members of the 
National Assembly from Rivers 
State on Monday, December 4, 
2017, at the Government House in 
Port Harcourt to the glare of media 
cameras.

A government statement ex-
plained that three of the vehicles 
were for senators representing 
the state. Abe is the highest in 
rank. The other 13 are said to be 
for members of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the state.  

Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives led by Betty Apiafi, 
leader, Rivers Caucus of the House 
of Representatives and Bari Mpigi, 
deputy leader, Rivers State Reps 
caucus, took possession of their 
vehicles. 

Making the presentation at the 
Government House Port Harcourt, 
Wike said that the vehicles were 
acquired to aid the federal law-
makers in the discharge of their 
official functions. He said the ve-
hicles were for all members of the 
National Assembly irrespective of 
their party affiliation. 

He charged Abe and the oth-
ers thus: “Defend the interest of 
the state wherever you are. This 
is from the Government of Rivers 
State which you are part of. This is 
to aid you to carry out your official 

APC for another political party. This is 
as he traced the current crisis rocking 
the APC in Rivers State to the March 4, 
2017 meeting convened by the Minister 
of Transportation, Amaechi, in Port 
Harcourt, the state capital. 

Abe, in a statement issued in Port 
Harcourt by his Spokesperson, Parry 
Saroh Benson, said every member of the 
party knows the actual cause of the cri-

Rivers APC – Abe
Abe, who is the chairman, 

Senate Committee on FERMA, 
alleged that during the March 4, 
2017 meeting, which attracted 
prominent leaders of the party in 
the state, Amaechi made certain 
pronouncements that led to the 
current crisis in the state.

Abe said: “We all can recall that 
the Rivers APC was in relative 
peace and harmony until March 4 
this year, when the Hon. Minister 
of Transportation and our former 
governor called a meeting of all 
leaders of our great party at the 
Dome on Odili Road in Port Har-
court. In that meeting, the Hon. 
Minister made several shocking 
pronouncements that herald the 
root of our present crisis. 

“The Hon Minister of Trans-
portation publicly declared that 
Senator Magnus Abe and Dakuku 
Peterside were both running for 
governor, and that he had ordered 
both of them to stop. He said Pe-
terside had stopped and Senator 
Abe had not, and that anyone 
supporting Senator Abe should 
leave the party immediately. He 
went on to name party leaders 
sympathetic to Abe and declared 
that they must leave the party”. 

According to him, “The Min-
ister of Transportation declared 
at that meeting that anyone who 
failed to show absolute loyalty 
to him personally should receive 
no benefit or recognition from 
the party whatsoever, including 
contracts and patronage. He also 
declared that any party officer 
who associates with Senator Abe 
or those relating with him should 
consider themselves out of office 
and out of the party. He concluded 
that if the party stakeholders 
refused to heed to his decree, he 
would destroy the party and re-
build it in his own image”. 

Abe further said: “It was after 
that meeting that the Minister 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

started to openly remove those 
he perceived as friends of Senator 
Abe as leaders of LGA caucuses 
in an embarrassing fashion. Ever 
since then, every action within 
the party has been calculated 
to implode the party and cause 
untold bitterness amongst party 
members in the state in order to 
enforce those directives.

“We cannot stop Governor 
Wike from playing his own poli-
tics as an opposition governor but 
what is important for us in the 
APC and for the Federal Govern-
ment led by President Buhari is 
to continue to vigorously pursue 
our commitment not just to the 
clean-up of Ogoni land and the 
Niger Delta, but to keep faith with 
our country men that in our time 
there will be justice for all, no mat-

ency in the House, was calculated 
to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy.

 Abe, in a statement issued in 
Port Harcourt expressed worry 
that some actions of the present 
leadership of the House of Assem-
bly could affect the reputation built 
for the House by the collective 
labour of Rivers Legislators over 
the years.

to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy”.

He further said: “The decision 
suspending Wanjoku goes against 
the grain of decent legislative prac-
tice. He was not given fair hearing 
neither were the issues against 
him canvassed to the knowledge 
of the public.

“As a former member of the 
Rivers State House of Assembly, I 

Magnus Abe: New star of Rivers’ succession politics
Politics Politics

functions in Abuja”. 
Responding, Apiafi thanked 

Wike for providing the support 
for members of the National As-
sembly to carry out their duties.  
Mpigi, on his own, commended the 
Rivers State Governor for reaching 
out to all Rivers people.  

Those close to the lawmakers 
said none of the recipients of the 
SUVs had less than four Jeeps or 

ter the cost.”
Abe weighs in suspension of 

APC lawmaker
Abe said the suspension of 

Wanjoku, who is the member 
representing Ikwerre Constitu-

The Senator called on the House 
to rescind the suspension of the 
APC lawmaker and restore his le-
gitimate constitutional rights, and 
the right of the people of Ikwerre 
Constituency to be represented in 
the affairs of Rivers State. 

He said: “I have been very con-
cerned since I got the news of 
the suspension of Hon. Chikere 
Azubike Wanjoku, member rep-
resenting Ikwerre Constituency in 

Rivers State House of Assembly by 
a resolution of the House. 

“My concern stems from what 
that decision portends for the insti-
tution of the State House of Assem-
bly as the suspension is calculated 

am concerned that some of these 
actions at the end of the day could 
affect the reputation built for the 
House by the collective labour of 
Rivers legislators over the years”.

Conclusion:
It is what Abe says or does now 

that makes waves in Rivers State 
because he is creating a tripod in 
Rivers politics. He has also created 
the unpredictability factor, because 
both Wike and Amaechi can easily 
be predicted ahead 2019.

sis rocking the party in 
the state. “When it was 
time to battle Governor 
Wike, who were those 
in the forefront? And 
who are those talking 
now? When the time 
will come to confront 
the governor who are 
the members of the APC 
that will not just stand, 
but stand out? When 
we wrestled with the 
Jonathan Government 
who were those in the 
forefront?” 

“I will not leave the 
APC even in the face 
of needless provoca-
tion and unwarranted 
bitterness. As I told 
the State Chairman of 
the party last Sunday, 
every member of the 
party knows the cause 
and the reason for the 
present crisis in the 
APC in Rivers State and 
I will also state it here.”

H o w  A m a e c h i 
started the crisis of 
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Introduction:

W
hile Governor 
Nyesom Wike 
and Minister of 
Transportation, 
Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi, are in the trenches slug-
ging it out for who becomes the 
overall political leader of Rivers 
State, a new star is shooting from 
the east, threatening to outshine 
both. He is Magnus Abe, the sena-
tor representing Rivers South-East 
Senatorial Constituency. The in-
telligent and smart former com-
missioner of information, former 
lawmaker in the state, and former 
secretary to the Rivers State Gov-
ernment (SSG), has been a joint ally 
of both Amaechi and Wike before 
he broke away with Amaechi to 
face the wrath of then minister, 
Wike, from the federal side.

Now, he seems to have broken 
away from Amaechi now a minis-
ter but seems to drift to Wike, now 
governor, in what looks like my en-
emy’s enemy is my friend. Abe was 
skipped in 2015 to make Dakuku 
Peterside the APC flag-bearer to 
contest against Wike. Abe went to 
win back his senate seat with huge 
support from the APC and presum-
ably Amaechi. Now, he wants the 
heart of the meat, the governorship 
ticket of the APC or nothing. This 
seems to create bad blood between 
him and his friend, Amaechi, and 
the dispute has been allowed to 
play in front of children.

Abe has in recent time warmed 
up to Wike since the line between 
him and Amaechi is getting colder 
every day. Now, some APC law-
makers joined in a visit to Gover-
nor Wike and openly commended 
the governor for performing well, 
a position that the home APC 
loathes. Abe came out to defend 
the visit. Next, he led a senate com-
mittee on environment to Ogoni 
but first branched to pay homage 
to Wike who lambasted the APC 
FG. Abe came out to explain what 
Wike meant and strengthened the 
governor’s neck. Next, 16 SUVs 
were bought by Governor Wike 
for all the federal lawmakers from 
Rivers State, to perform their duties 
better, as Wike said.

This last straw seems to hit 
harder in the APC camp. They say 
it is bribe and reward to destrabi-
lise the APC. The world is waiting 
to see if Abe would claim his, but 
many say the gift must have been 
induced in the first place by the 
warmth from Abe.

The SUVs
Magnus Abe and 15 federal 

lawmakers from Rivers State were 
given the posh cars (Sports Util-
ity Vehicle, SUV, or Jeep) by the 
governor. Abe was not on ground 
to collect his car but the leaders of 
the Rivers caucus in the National 
Assembly collected for all others.

Wike had since said Rivers did 
not know recession, saying the 
Rivers economy was connected 
to heaven. This seems true, though 
some murmur that section of 

posh cars in their garages. Some 
wondered if the expensive car gifts 
were the priority of the state at this 
point in time.

‘Rivers Reps consulted Abe 
before meeting Wike’

Abe stepped in to say the APC 
lawmakers that joined the PDP 
lawmakers from Abuja to visit 
Wike in Port Harcourt commit-
ted no political crime. In fact, he 

said he permitted it. Observers say this 
alone gives indicated that he is calling 
the shots in the party in Abuja for Rivers 
State APC.  

Abe however said contrary to media 
reports, the federal lawmakers were 
at Government House, Port Harcourt, 
on the invitation of the governor. The 
senator said the comments made by the 
member representing Tai/Eleme/Oyigbo 
Federal Constituency, Barry Mpigi, had 
been manipulated by those seeking to 
score cheap political points. 

Abe said; “On receipt of the Governor’s 
invitation I was consulted by the House 
of Representatives Caucus and I did not 
just agree, I insisted that members hon-
our the Governor’s invitation (which 
for the first time was extended to all 
parties). It is important that though we 
belong to different political parties we 
should maintain lines of communication 
within the government that will enable 
us to serve our people better, which is the 
reason we were elected in the first place. 
Rivers state is not the only state where 
some lawmakers and the Governor are 
from opposing parties”.  

I will not quit APC – Abe
As the heat comes, Abe has declared 

he was not throwing in the towel in the 
APC. Many said he was hanging on to 
destroy the party before quitting to join 
his new friends. Abe has declared that 
the suspension of an All Progressives 
Congress (APC) lawmaker in the Rivers 
State House of Assembly, Hon. Azubuike 
Chikere Wanjoku, goes against the grain 
of decent legislative practice.

Abe has vowed that despite the need-
less provocation and unwarranted bitter-
ness against him, he would not leave the 

workers such as the RSSDA have 
not been paid for almost one year.

The gift came on the heels of 
outcry from a section of the Rivers 
APC family that Abe, is getting too 
close to the PDP governor. Abe has 
reacted to the outcry, saying he has 
had a political history of politics 
without bitterness, going back to 
his opponents for handshake.

Abe had once survived an 
open teargas attack in the hands 
of the police believed to have been 
instigated by the PDP lords in the 
state. This was at a time the police 
authorities in the state were being 
accused by the APC of being used 
to destroy those opposed to the 
then PDP-led federal government. 
Wike was a strong ally of the then 
president and PDP stalwart.

Governor Wike released the 16 
SUVs to elected members of the 
National Assembly from Rivers 
State on Monday, December 4, 
2017, at the Government House in 
Port Harcourt to the glare of media 
cameras.

A government statement ex-
plained that three of the vehicles 
were for senators representing 
the state. Abe is the highest in 
rank. The other 13 are said to be 
for members of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the state.  

Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives led by Betty Apiafi, 
leader, Rivers Caucus of the House 
of Representatives and Bari Mpigi, 
deputy leader, Rivers State Reps 
caucus, took possession of their 
vehicles. 

Making the presentation at the 
Government House Port Harcourt, 
Wike said that the vehicles were 
acquired to aid the federal law-
makers in the discharge of their 
official functions. He said the ve-
hicles were for all members of the 
National Assembly irrespective of 
their party affiliation. 

He charged Abe and the oth-
ers thus: “Defend the interest of 
the state wherever you are. This 
is from the Government of Rivers 
State which you are part of. This is 
to aid you to carry out your official 

APC for another political party. This is 
as he traced the current crisis rocking 
the APC in Rivers State to the March 4, 
2017 meeting convened by the Minister 
of Transportation, Amaechi, in Port 
Harcourt, the state capital. 

Abe, in a statement issued in Port 
Harcourt by his Spokesperson, Parry 
Saroh Benson, said every member of the 
party knows the actual cause of the cri-

Rivers APC – Abe
Abe, who is the chairman, 

Senate Committee on FERMA, 
alleged that during the March 4, 
2017 meeting, which attracted 
prominent leaders of the party in 
the state, Amaechi made certain 
pronouncements that led to the 
current crisis in the state.

Abe said: “We all can recall that 
the Rivers APC was in relative 
peace and harmony until March 4 
this year, when the Hon. Minister 
of Transportation and our former 
governor called a meeting of all 
leaders of our great party at the 
Dome on Odili Road in Port Har-
court. In that meeting, the Hon. 
Minister made several shocking 
pronouncements that herald the 
root of our present crisis. 

“The Hon Minister of Trans-
portation publicly declared that 
Senator Magnus Abe and Dakuku 
Peterside were both running for 
governor, and that he had ordered 
both of them to stop. He said Pe-
terside had stopped and Senator 
Abe had not, and that anyone 
supporting Senator Abe should 
leave the party immediately. He 
went on to name party leaders 
sympathetic to Abe and declared 
that they must leave the party”. 

According to him, “The Min-
ister of Transportation declared 
at that meeting that anyone who 
failed to show absolute loyalty 
to him personally should receive 
no benefit or recognition from 
the party whatsoever, including 
contracts and patronage. He also 
declared that any party officer 
who associates with Senator Abe 
or those relating with him should 
consider themselves out of office 
and out of the party. He concluded 
that if the party stakeholders 
refused to heed to his decree, he 
would destroy the party and re-
build it in his own image”. 

Abe further said: “It was after 
that meeting that the Minister 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

started to openly remove those 
he perceived as friends of Senator 
Abe as leaders of LGA caucuses 
in an embarrassing fashion. Ever 
since then, every action within 
the party has been calculated 
to implode the party and cause 
untold bitterness amongst party 
members in the state in order to 
enforce those directives.

“We cannot stop Governor 
Wike from playing his own poli-
tics as an opposition governor but 
what is important for us in the 
APC and for the Federal Govern-
ment led by President Buhari is 
to continue to vigorously pursue 
our commitment not just to the 
clean-up of Ogoni land and the 
Niger Delta, but to keep faith with 
our country men that in our time 
there will be justice for all, no mat-

ency in the House, was calculated 
to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy.

 Abe, in a statement issued in 
Port Harcourt expressed worry 
that some actions of the present 
leadership of the House of Assem-
bly could affect the reputation built 
for the House by the collective 
labour of Rivers Legislators over 
the years.

to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy”.

He further said: “The decision 
suspending Wanjoku goes against 
the grain of decent legislative prac-
tice. He was not given fair hearing 
neither were the issues against 
him canvassed to the knowledge 
of the public.

“As a former member of the 
Rivers State House of Assembly, I 
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functions in Abuja”. 
Responding, Apiafi thanked 

Wike for providing the support 
for members of the National As-
sembly to carry out their duties.  
Mpigi, on his own, commended the 
Rivers State Governor for reaching 
out to all Rivers people.  

Those close to the lawmakers 
said none of the recipients of the 
SUVs had less than four Jeeps or 

ter the cost.”
Abe weighs in suspension of 

APC lawmaker
Abe said the suspension of 

Wanjoku, who is the member 
representing Ikwerre Constitu-

The Senator called on the House 
to rescind the suspension of the 
APC lawmaker and restore his le-
gitimate constitutional rights, and 
the right of the people of Ikwerre 
Constituency to be represented in 
the affairs of Rivers State. 

He said: “I have been very con-
cerned since I got the news of 
the suspension of Hon. Chikere 
Azubike Wanjoku, member rep-
resenting Ikwerre Constituency in 

Rivers State House of Assembly by 
a resolution of the House. 

“My concern stems from what 
that decision portends for the insti-
tution of the State House of Assem-
bly as the suspension is calculated 

am concerned that some of these 
actions at the end of the day could 
affect the reputation built for the 
House by the collective labour of 
Rivers legislators over the years”.

Conclusion:
It is what Abe says or does now 

that makes waves in Rivers State 
because he is creating a tripod in 
Rivers politics. He has also created 
the unpredictability factor, because 
both Wike and Amaechi can easily 
be predicted ahead 2019.

sis rocking the party in 
the state. “When it was 
time to battle Governor 
Wike, who were those 
in the forefront? And 
who are those talking 
now? When the time 
will come to confront 
the governor who are 
the members of the APC 
that will not just stand, 
but stand out? When 
we wrestled with the 
Jonathan Government 
who were those in the 
forefront?” 

“I will not leave the 
APC even in the face 
of needless provoca-
tion and unwarranted 
bitterness. As I told 
the State Chairman of 
the party last Sunday, 
every member of the 
party knows the cause 
and the reason for the 
present crisis in the 
APC in Rivers State and 
I will also state it here.”

H o w  A m a e c h i 
started the crisis of 

Tile 2 of 2 (Page 1)



Sunday 10  December 2017 SUNDAYBD 13C002D555612 Sunday 10  December 2017SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Amaechi

Azu

Dakuku PetersideWike

Tunde-Adeniran

Magnus Abe

Introduction:

W
hile Governor 
Nyesom Wike 
and Minister of 
Transportation, 
Chibuike Rotimi 

Amaechi, are in the trenches slug-
ging it out for who becomes the 
overall political leader of Rivers 
State, a new star is shooting from 
the east, threatening to outshine 
both. He is Magnus Abe, the sena-
tor representing Rivers South-East 
Senatorial Constituency. The in-
telligent and smart former com-
missioner of information, former 
lawmaker in the state, and former 
secretary to the Rivers State Gov-
ernment (SSG), has been a joint ally 
of both Amaechi and Wike before 
he broke away with Amaechi to 
face the wrath of then minister, 
Wike, from the federal side.

Now, he seems to have broken 
away from Amaechi now a minis-
ter but seems to drift to Wike, now 
governor, in what looks like my en-
emy’s enemy is my friend. Abe was 
skipped in 2015 to make Dakuku 
Peterside the APC flag-bearer to 
contest against Wike. Abe went to 
win back his senate seat with huge 
support from the APC and presum-
ably Amaechi. Now, he wants the 
heart of the meat, the governorship 
ticket of the APC or nothing. This 
seems to create bad blood between 
him and his friend, Amaechi, and 
the dispute has been allowed to 
play in front of children.

Abe has in recent time warmed 
up to Wike since the line between 
him and Amaechi is getting colder 
every day. Now, some APC law-
makers joined in a visit to Gover-
nor Wike and openly commended 
the governor for performing well, 
a position that the home APC 
loathes. Abe came out to defend 
the visit. Next, he led a senate com-
mittee on environment to Ogoni 
but first branched to pay homage 
to Wike who lambasted the APC 
FG. Abe came out to explain what 
Wike meant and strengthened the 
governor’s neck. Next, 16 SUVs 
were bought by Governor Wike 
for all the federal lawmakers from 
Rivers State, to perform their duties 
better, as Wike said.

This last straw seems to hit 
harder in the APC camp. They say 
it is bribe and reward to destrabi-
lise the APC. The world is waiting 
to see if Abe would claim his, but 
many say the gift must have been 
induced in the first place by the 
warmth from Abe.

The SUVs
Magnus Abe and 15 federal 

lawmakers from Rivers State were 
given the posh cars (Sports Util-
ity Vehicle, SUV, or Jeep) by the 
governor. Abe was not on ground 
to collect his car but the leaders of 
the Rivers caucus in the National 
Assembly collected for all others.

Wike had since said Rivers did 
not know recession, saying the 
Rivers economy was connected 
to heaven. This seems true, though 
some murmur that section of 

posh cars in their garages. Some 
wondered if the expensive car gifts 
were the priority of the state at this 
point in time.

‘Rivers Reps consulted Abe 
before meeting Wike’

Abe stepped in to say the APC 
lawmakers that joined the PDP 
lawmakers from Abuja to visit 
Wike in Port Harcourt commit-
ted no political crime. In fact, he 

said he permitted it. Observers say this 
alone gives indicated that he is calling 
the shots in the party in Abuja for Rivers 
State APC.  

Abe however said contrary to media 
reports, the federal lawmakers were 
at Government House, Port Harcourt, 
on the invitation of the governor. The 
senator said the comments made by the 
member representing Tai/Eleme/Oyigbo 
Federal Constituency, Barry Mpigi, had 
been manipulated by those seeking to 
score cheap political points. 

Abe said; “On receipt of the Governor’s 
invitation I was consulted by the House 
of Representatives Caucus and I did not 
just agree, I insisted that members hon-
our the Governor’s invitation (which 
for the first time was extended to all 
parties). It is important that though we 
belong to different political parties we 
should maintain lines of communication 
within the government that will enable 
us to serve our people better, which is the 
reason we were elected in the first place. 
Rivers state is not the only state where 
some lawmakers and the Governor are 
from opposing parties”.  

I will not quit APC – Abe
As the heat comes, Abe has declared 

he was not throwing in the towel in the 
APC. Many said he was hanging on to 
destroy the party before quitting to join 
his new friends. Abe has declared that 
the suspension of an All Progressives 
Congress (APC) lawmaker in the Rivers 
State House of Assembly, Hon. Azubuike 
Chikere Wanjoku, goes against the grain 
of decent legislative practice.

Abe has vowed that despite the need-
less provocation and unwarranted bitter-
ness against him, he would not leave the 

workers such as the RSSDA have 
not been paid for almost one year.

The gift came on the heels of 
outcry from a section of the Rivers 
APC family that Abe, is getting too 
close to the PDP governor. Abe has 
reacted to the outcry, saying he has 
had a political history of politics 
without bitterness, going back to 
his opponents for handshake.

Abe had once survived an 
open teargas attack in the hands 
of the police believed to have been 
instigated by the PDP lords in the 
state. This was at a time the police 
authorities in the state were being 
accused by the APC of being used 
to destroy those opposed to the 
then PDP-led federal government. 
Wike was a strong ally of the then 
president and PDP stalwart.

Governor Wike released the 16 
SUVs to elected members of the 
National Assembly from Rivers 
State on Monday, December 4, 
2017, at the Government House in 
Port Harcourt to the glare of media 
cameras.

A government statement ex-
plained that three of the vehicles 
were for senators representing 
the state. Abe is the highest in 
rank. The other 13 are said to be 
for members of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the state.  

Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives led by Betty Apiafi, 
leader, Rivers Caucus of the House 
of Representatives and Bari Mpigi, 
deputy leader, Rivers State Reps 
caucus, took possession of their 
vehicles. 

Making the presentation at the 
Government House Port Harcourt, 
Wike said that the vehicles were 
acquired to aid the federal law-
makers in the discharge of their 
official functions. He said the ve-
hicles were for all members of the 
National Assembly irrespective of 
their party affiliation. 

He charged Abe and the oth-
ers thus: “Defend the interest of 
the state wherever you are. This 
is from the Government of Rivers 
State which you are part of. This is 
to aid you to carry out your official 

APC for another political party. This is 
as he traced the current crisis rocking 
the APC in Rivers State to the March 4, 
2017 meeting convened by the Minister 
of Transportation, Amaechi, in Port 
Harcourt, the state capital. 

Abe, in a statement issued in Port 
Harcourt by his Spokesperson, Parry 
Saroh Benson, said every member of the 
party knows the actual cause of the cri-

Rivers APC – Abe
Abe, who is the chairman, 

Senate Committee on FERMA, 
alleged that during the March 4, 
2017 meeting, which attracted 
prominent leaders of the party in 
the state, Amaechi made certain 
pronouncements that led to the 
current crisis in the state.

Abe said: “We all can recall that 
the Rivers APC was in relative 
peace and harmony until March 4 
this year, when the Hon. Minister 
of Transportation and our former 
governor called a meeting of all 
leaders of our great party at the 
Dome on Odili Road in Port Har-
court. In that meeting, the Hon. 
Minister made several shocking 
pronouncements that herald the 
root of our present crisis. 

“The Hon Minister of Trans-
portation publicly declared that 
Senator Magnus Abe and Dakuku 
Peterside were both running for 
governor, and that he had ordered 
both of them to stop. He said Pe-
terside had stopped and Senator 
Abe had not, and that anyone 
supporting Senator Abe should 
leave the party immediately. He 
went on to name party leaders 
sympathetic to Abe and declared 
that they must leave the party”. 

According to him, “The Min-
ister of Transportation declared 
at that meeting that anyone who 
failed to show absolute loyalty 
to him personally should receive 
no benefit or recognition from 
the party whatsoever, including 
contracts and patronage. He also 
declared that any party officer 
who associates with Senator Abe 
or those relating with him should 
consider themselves out of office 
and out of the party. He concluded 
that if the party stakeholders 
refused to heed to his decree, he 
would destroy the party and re-
build it in his own image”. 

Abe further said: “It was after 
that meeting that the Minister 
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started to openly remove those 
he perceived as friends of Senator 
Abe as leaders of LGA caucuses 
in an embarrassing fashion. Ever 
since then, every action within 
the party has been calculated 
to implode the party and cause 
untold bitterness amongst party 
members in the state in order to 
enforce those directives.

“We cannot stop Governor 
Wike from playing his own poli-
tics as an opposition governor but 
what is important for us in the 
APC and for the Federal Govern-
ment led by President Buhari is 
to continue to vigorously pursue 
our commitment not just to the 
clean-up of Ogoni land and the 
Niger Delta, but to keep faith with 
our country men that in our time 
there will be justice for all, no mat-

ency in the House, was calculated 
to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy.

 Abe, in a statement issued in 
Port Harcourt expressed worry 
that some actions of the present 
leadership of the House of Assem-
bly could affect the reputation built 
for the House by the collective 
labour of Rivers Legislators over 
the years.

to stifle the voice of opposition and 
suppress divergent views neces-
sary for good governance and the 
sustenance of democracy”.

He further said: “The decision 
suspending Wanjoku goes against 
the grain of decent legislative prac-
tice. He was not given fair hearing 
neither were the issues against 
him canvassed to the knowledge 
of the public.

“As a former member of the 
Rivers State House of Assembly, I 

Magnus Abe: New star of Rivers’ succession politics
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functions in Abuja”. 
Responding, Apiafi thanked 

Wike for providing the support 
for members of the National As-
sembly to carry out their duties.  
Mpigi, on his own, commended the 
Rivers State Governor for reaching 
out to all Rivers people.  

Those close to the lawmakers 
said none of the recipients of the 
SUVs had less than four Jeeps or 

ter the cost.”
Abe weighs in suspension of 

APC lawmaker
Abe said the suspension of 

Wanjoku, who is the member 
representing Ikwerre Constitu-

The Senator called on the House 
to rescind the suspension of the 
APC lawmaker and restore his le-
gitimate constitutional rights, and 
the right of the people of Ikwerre 
Constituency to be represented in 
the affairs of Rivers State. 

He said: “I have been very con-
cerned since I got the news of 
the suspension of Hon. Chikere 
Azubike Wanjoku, member rep-
resenting Ikwerre Constituency in 

Rivers State House of Assembly by 
a resolution of the House. 

“My concern stems from what 
that decision portends for the insti-
tution of the State House of Assem-
bly as the suspension is calculated 

am concerned that some of these 
actions at the end of the day could 
affect the reputation built for the 
House by the collective labour of 
Rivers legislators over the years”.

Conclusion:
It is what Abe says or does now 

that makes waves in Rivers State 
because he is creating a tripod in 
Rivers politics. He has also created 
the unpredictability factor, because 
both Wike and Amaechi can easily 
be predicted ahead 2019.

sis rocking the party in 
the state. “When it was 
time to battle Governor 
Wike, who were those 
in the forefront? And 
who are those talking 
now? When the time 
will come to confront 
the governor who are 
the members of the APC 
that will not just stand, 
but stand out? When 
we wrestled with the 
Jonathan Government 
who were those in the 
forefront?” 

“I will not leave the 
APC even in the face 
of needless provoca-
tion and unwarranted 
bitterness. As I told 
the State Chairman of 
the party last Sunday, 
every member of the 
party knows the cause 
and the reason for the 
present crisis in the 
APC in Rivers State and 
I will also state it here.”

H o w  A m a e c h i 
started the crisis of 



LG poll: A clap with one hand
T

he sweeping victory 
of the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in 
the December 2, 2017 
local government elec-

tion in Akwa Ibom State once 
again drew public attention to the 
partiality of state independent 
electoral commissions (SIECS) as 
presently constituted, a situation 
that continues to guarantee vic-
tory for the party of the sitting 
governor in council elections 
across the states irrespective of 
the strength of the opposition 
party in each state.

In the results announced by 
Aniedi Ikoiwak, chairman, Akwa 
Ibom State Independent Electoral 
Commission, the ruling PDP won 
all the seats in the 31 local govern-
ment areas and 329 councillor-
ship wards in the state.

Ikoiwak said the election, 
which was contested by 12 politi-
cal parties, was conducted in line 
with relevant laws, even as the 
All Progressives Congress (APC) 
in the state rejected the results 
of the elections, citing the com-
mission’s lack of independence.

On social media, the Akwa 
Ibom elections also rekindled 
the old debate as to whether 
SIECs should continue to hold 
local government elections or the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) should be al-
lowed to step in.

Following the announcement 
of the result, Steve Osuji, veteran 
journalist and member, Editorial 
Board, The Nation, posted on his 
Facebook wall that it was a big 
shame that “a governor conducts 
election, steals every vote and 
shamelessly posts result”.

Responding, Sakiru Raji, Me-
dia Manager at Rosabel Limited, 
said, “Local government elec-
tions under SIEC as presently 
constituted can never be won by 
opposition, however popular the 
candidate is.”

Another commenter, Tunde 
Ipinmisho, added that local gov-
ernment elections in all the states 
have followed a similar pattern 
irrespective of the party in power.

“That is the malady with the 
system we run. Those complain-
ing about Akwa Ibom will do or 
have done same in Enugu, Kwara, 
Yobe, etc,” Ipinmisho said.

BDSUNDAY checks confirmed 
that in most of the local gov-
ernment elections across the 
country, the party that the state 
governor belongs to has always 
swept all the seats.

A disturbing trend
As far back as August 7, 2010, 

the Imo State government under 
Governor Ikedi Ohakim organ-
ised local government elections 
in the state after several years 
of preparation. When the results 
were announced, PDP, the rul-
ing party in the state, won the 
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chairmanship seats in all the 27 
local government areas as well as 
all the councillorship seats in the 
305 electoral wards in the state.

Even though the Imo State 
Independent Electoral Commis-
sion (ISIEC) claimed that a total of 
20 political parties participated in 
the election, in reality, only PDP 
actually fielded candidates for the 
chairmanship seat in most of the 
local government councils.

A PDP stalwart in Delta State 
recently told BDSUNDAY that a 

similar scenario will play out in 
Delta State whenever the state 
held its local council elections.

“It is expected. Delta is a 
staunch PDP state. LGA polls 
will soon be held in Delta too. Ex-
pect the same thing too. Can you 
empower your enemy?” he said.

On October 5, 2013, PDP won 
all the chairmanship and council-
lorship seats in the 13 local gov-
ernment areas of Ebonyi State.

Even though the election was 
boycotted by all the other politi-

Udom Emmanuel

Samuel Ortom

cal parties, the Ebonyi State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission 
said the poll was “free, fair, devoid 
of violence and other forms of 
irregularities”.

John Nkwuda, chairman of 
the commission, said APC had 
fielded a candidate for the chair-
manship seat of Ezza South Local 
Government, while APGA had a 
councillorship candidate in Nso-
kara ward of the same council.

Kwara State held local govern-
ment elections on October 26, 
2013 in which PDP, the party at 
the helm of affairs in the state 
then, swept all the 15 chairman-
ship and 181 councillorship seats 
in the state.

Labour Party (LP) and Social 
Democratic Party (SDP), which 
also participated in the election, 
did not score any vote in the 
election, according to results an-
nounced by Uthman Ajidagba, 
chairman of the state Indepen-
dent Electoral Commission.

On May 23, 2015, a few days 
before he was due to hand over 
power to the current Governor 
Nyesom Wike in Rivers State, 
Chibuike Amaechi, current min-
ister of transportation, hurriedly 
conducted local government 
elections in the state in which 
APC won all the chairmanship 
seats in the 22 local government 
areas where elections held and 
297 out of 302 councillorship 
seats, leaving the rest of the po-
litical parties to scramble for the 
leftovers. There was no election 
in Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local 
Government Area because elec-
tion was held in the council in 

2014.
The PDP boycotted the elec-

tion, citing court injunction 
which ordered that status quo 
be maintained.

In the December 19, 2015 local 
government elections in Ekiti, 
which was boycotted by the APC 
in the state, the ruling PDP won 
all the 16 chairmanship seats and 
177 councillorship seats.

The APC had alleged that the 
process was not credible, describ-
ing the exercise as a mockery of 
democratic election.

In the local government elec-
tions held in Sokoto on March 
12, 2016, the APC won all the 
chairmanship and councillor-
ship seats.

Usman Abubakar, chair-
man, Sokoto State Independent 
Electoral Commission, who an-
nounced that APC won all the 
22 chairmanship seats and 234 
councillorship seats in the state, 
described the poll as “free, fair 
and credible”.

Similarly, the APC won all 
the 14 chairmanship positions in 
the January 2, 2016 local council 
elections held in Zamfara State. 
Even though Garba Muhammad, 
chairman of Zamfara State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission 
(ZSIEC), had claimed that 14 po-
litical parties, including PDP, par-
ticipated in the election, PDP had 
on eve of the election announced, 
in a statement signed by its state 
chairman, Hassan Nasiha, that it 
was boycotting the election.

In Abia State, PDP took all 17 
chairmanship positions in the 
local government elections held 
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 Ikedi Ohakim

Dino Melaye

on December 21, 2016, accord-
ing to official results announced 
by the Abia State Independent 
Electoral Commission. It was 
the first time local government 
elections would hold the state in 
eight years.

In Benue State, the APC swept 
all the seats in the local govern-
ment elections held in the state 
on June 3, 2017.

According to results an-
nounced by the Benue State Inde-
pendent Electoral Commission on 
June 4, APC won all the 23 local 
government chairmanship seats 
and all the councillorship posi-
tions, with some of the candidates 
returned unopposed.

John Tsuwa, the BSIEC chair-
man, who claimed that eight 
political parties participated in 
the election, declined to release 
details of votes scored by the 
candidates.

The APC also won in all the 
20 local government areas and 
the 37 local council development 
areas of Lagos State in the council 
elections held on July 22, 2017. 
The party also won all the coun-
cillorship seats.

In spite of claims by Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode that the 
local government elections were 
held “to enhance democracy in 
the country” and to engender 
participatory governance and re-
vive belief in the electoral process 
at the third tier of government, 
opposition parties cried out that 
the electoral process was entirely 
flawed.

“I am happy that this election 
is coming at my own time. The 
whole idea is for us to evolve a 
process where the citizens come 
out and believe in a process that is 
credible,” Ambode had said.

“When the people see credible 
election at the local government 
level, they will be excited to par-
ticipate because they know that it 
is credible, peaceful and without 
violence. That is what we have 
been preaching. Lagos is too 
cosmopolitan for us not to have 

a credible election,” he had said.
The PDP won all positions 

contested for in the November 
4, 2017 local council elections in 
Enugu State.

PDP candidates won the chair-
manship positions in all the 17 lo-
cal government areas in the state 
as well as all the councillorship 
seats in the 258 electoral wards 
declared by the Enugu State 
Independent Electoral Commis-
sion. Election did not hold in two 
electoral wards.

But the APC in the state reject-
ed the results, with Ben Nwoye, 
APC chairman in the state, de-
scribed the polls as “a sham” as 
“there was no result sheet in all 
the polling units”. The list is not 
exhaustive.

A few exceptions
Perhaps a semblance of a 

democratic election was seen 

in the Anambra State local gov-
ernment elections of January 
11, 2014. Although the ruling 
All Progressives Grand Alliance 
(APGA) cleared all 20 chairman-
ship seats in the local government 
areas where elections were held 
(elections were not held in Nnewi 
North Local Government Area 
due to the late arrival of materi-
als) as well as 304 councillorship 
seats out of the 327 wards in the 
state, it left some for other politi-
cal parties, unlike in all the cases 
highlighted above.

PDP won 12 councillorship 
seats, while the Progressives Peo-
ple’s Alliance (PPA) and United Pro-
gressives Party (UPP) secured one 
councillorship seat each, according 
to Sylvester Okonkwo, acting chair-
man, Anambra State Independent 
Electoral Commission.

“That other political parties 

got pockets of victories show that 
there is democracy in Anambra,” 
said Mike Kwentor, chairman of 
APGA in the state at the time.

“Grassroots democracy is the 
election of villagers and com-
moners, so depending on the 
credibility of the candidate, vil-
lagers voted their choice,” he said.

Similarly, the council elec-
tion held in the Federal Capital 
Territory on April 9, 2016, with 
re-run polls in some areas on 
April 13, 2016 showed some 
modicum of democratic norms 
as APC produced 43 councillors, 
PDP produced 14, while APGA 
produced five councillors.

APC also won the chairman-
ship seats in AMAC, Kuje, Kwali, 
Bwari and Abaji council areas, 
while APGA won in Gwagwala-
da. PDP won no seat.

Analysts say this was so per-
haps because the election in 
the FCT was conducted by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC).

A failed attempt to change 
the status quo

In July 2017, the Senate moved 
to strip state governments of the 
power to control polls at the 
grassroots and to guarantee 
democratically constituted local 
government councils through 
elections to be conducted by the 
Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC).

Following the constitutional 
amendment report submitted 
to it, the Senate reasoned that 
because of the tendency for SIECs 
to kowtow to governments in 
power in the states, only INEC 
could conduct free, fair and cred-
ible elections at the local govern-
ment areas.

As it is, the 1999 Constitu-
tion of the Federal Republic of 
Nigerian empowers the states 
to constitute state independent 
electoral commissions for the 

conduct of local government 
elections. However, in most of the 
states, the governors have either 
preferred the use of appointed 
caretaker committees or have 
held kangaroo elections in which 
only the party in power wins all 
the available seats, with the op-
position kicking.

The Senate sought to alter the 
constitution to abrogate SIECs 
and give INEC further powers to 
conduct local council polls.

The matter, which became the 
33rd item on the Fourth Constitu-
tion Alteration Bill passed by the 
Senate, was added following a 
motion by Dino Melaye, senator 
representing Kogi West Senato-
rial district.

Melaye emphasized that au-
tonomy of local governments 
was sacrosanct, canvassing that 
there could only be fairness 
if elections into councils were 
handled by INEC.

“Mr. President, distinguished 
colleagues, it was obvious that 
at the state level, governors sit 
down in the comfort of their of-
fices to appoint local government 
chairmen and so there was no 
fairness,” Melaye said.

“I am glad that past governors 
who are here have supported this 
suggestion. I, therefore, ask that the 
amendment be carried,” he said.

The Senate voted in support of 
the proposal, among other ones 
intended to ensure autonomy for 
the LGAs, with Senate President 
Bukola Saraki upholding that the 
responsibility of conducting local 
government elections be taken 
away from the state to and given 
to INEC.

When the bill got to the House 
of Representatives, however, the 
House rejected the bill.

Though the proposal won the 
popular vote in the House, with 
229 against 59, it did not succeed 
as it could not secure the required 
two-thirds, or 240 votes.
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Now that Atiku has 
returned to the fold
A

fter many years of playing the 
“Prodigal Son” in strange land, 
Atiku Abubakar, a former vice 
president, rejoined the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), a politi-

cal association he, along with others, founded 
in 1998.

When he decided to dump the PDP in Feb-
ruary 2014 to test his luck in the then newly 
formed All Progressives Congress (APC), his 
calculation was to see how that platform could 
help him actualise his presidential ambition, 
and he left no one in doubt about this.

He was said to have pumped so much 
money into the race, but at the presidential 
primary held in December 2014 at the Tes-
lim Balogun Stadium in Surulere, Lagos, he 
came third, losing to Muhammadu Buhari 
and Rabiu kwakwanso, a former governor 
of Kano State. From the moment the result 
was declared, Atiku knew that the fight was 
not over for him and that APC held no future 
for him.

Those close to him say he has used the 
period in the APC to build more bridges 
across the geopolitical and ethnic divides in 
the country. They recall his seminal lectures 
across the country, bordering on the need for 
Nigeria’s restructuring.

“At the risk of being called names, the 
Waziri Adamawa spoke out profusely about 
the immorality of the APC-led government’s 
insistence that there was nothing to renegoti-
ate about Nigeria. You’ll recall that in the heat 
of that debate, Atiku maintained that Nigeria 
cannot move forward unless necessary re-
structuring is done. I stand to be corrected, 
I cannot remember any other politician 
that made as consistent and profuse case for 
restructuring as Atiku did,” said a man who 
simply identified himself as Tanko.

The return to PDP
After several months of intense postula-

tions, the former vice president took to his 
Facebook account (facebook.com@atiku.org) 
last Sunday to announce that he had decided 
to go back to the PDP fold.

Analysts say Atiku’s political movements 
are in tandem with spirit of the game, al-
though some cynics express their reservation.

“All over the world politicians are known 
to move from parties that do not promise them 

We need someone who understands 
the politics of the North, someone who can 
square up with the Northern establishment 
because he is one of them; someone who has 
the financial muscle and verifiable means of 
livelihood and someone who can appeal to 
all the sections of the country. With a largely 
successful political career spanning close to 
30 years, Atiku has clearly built bridges and 
political structures which he could deploy to 
his advantage next time around.

“I think Atiku Abubakar fits the bill. This 
is my take, other Nigerians are also entitled 
to their own opinions on the issue,” said 
Thomas Taiwo, a political science lecturer 
with one of the nation’s universities.

According to Taiwo, “The APC appears 
to have made the fight very easy for any 
serious contender. Except there is a radical 
change in their style of governance between 
now and early next year, they would have 
completely lost the sympathy of Nigerians. 
Ordinarily, the PDP shouldn’t have any 
chance on the presidency for now, but the 
way things are, Nigerians don’t seem to have 
a better choice. I have looked at the list of 
those being touted as nursing presidential 
ambition and I don’t seem to see any serious 
person more than Atiku. I may be wrong but 
that’s what I feel.”

Dogged!
In 2007, he ran for the first time for the 

Nigeria’s topmost political job on the plat-
form of the defunct Action Congress (AC), 
but came a distant third, behind the then 
Governor of Katsina State, Umaru Yar’Adua 
and Muhammadu Buhari.

In 2011, shortly after he returned to the 
PDP, the party on the platform of which he 
was VP, he ran against Goodluck Jonathan 
at the primary election, but lost.

He had much earlier, in 1992, showed 
interest in running the country on the 
platform of the defunct Social Democratic 
Party (SDP), in the Third Republic. He came 
third in the presidential primary of the SDP 
at the time.

While formally declaring his presidential 
bid to run on September 24, 2014, Atiku 
said one of the reasons he never gave up on 
Nigeria was because Nigerians had never 
succumbed to despair and hopelessness 
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Atiku returns home

R-L Atiku and Ahmed Makarfi

amidst difficulties and growing anxiety.
“This never-say-die attitude gives me 

immense hope and it is one of the reasons 
why I can never give up on Nigeria,” he said.

A prophet without honour at home? 
Atiku’s exit and return to the PDP were 

greeted with reactions from Jubrilla Bin-
dow, Adamawa State governor.

Ordinarily, it would have been expected 
that Bindow would roll with Atiku, consid-
ering their closeness, but it appears there is 
a limit to that affinity.

The governor was quoted to have said: 
“It is going to be very difficult; nobody is 
going to follow Atiku anywhere. You can 
be sure that no one is following Atiku to 
leave the party.”

Bindow was dispelling rumours of a mass 
exodus of party members from the APC 
following the exit of Atiku from the party.

He was also reported to have rushed to 
the Aso Rock Villa to re-affirm his loyalty 
to the President.

An indigene of Maiha town in Maiha Lo-
cal Government Area of Adamawa, Alhaji 
Aliu, stressed that Bindow would not follow 
Atiku to the PDP.

According to Aliu, “Governor Bindow 
has said he would not follow Atiku to the 
PDP. The assumption by some people that 
he was made governor by Atiku is not 
correct. If you can recollect, Alhaji Atiku 
had his own candidate, but when Bindow 
won the governorship ticket, they teamed 
up. He gave Atiku four commissionership 
slots, his daughter is one of them. All the 
four commissioners are still in government 
today. But that is how far that friendship 
is, it does not mean that Bindow is Atiku’s 
puppet, no.”

“To say that the governor will quit APC 
with Atiku is not correct. The way I see it, it 
is not going to be easy for Atiku even in Ad-
amawa. Don’t forget that people like Nyako 
are still very strong in the APC. He still has his 
supporters. The only reason people disagreed 
with Nyako the other time was that he want-
ed to install his son as his successor. People 
were not comfortable with that arrangement 
so, what will happen is that Nyako will team 
up with other power brokers in Adamawa 
to deliver the state to APC,” Aliu further said.

hope, to others where they think they can re-
alise their ambitions. It is only those who have 
not read the story of Abraham Lincoln who 
contested for the presidency several times 
before he got it that will criminalise the likes 
of Atiku. Lincoln turned out to be the best 
president. It was said of him that although 
Lincoln had many set-backs, he was really 
a highly successful man by the time he was 
elected president,” Kingsley Ojo, a political 
affairs commentator, said.

Ojo further said that it would be suicidal 
for Atiku to remain in the APC since the party 
“does not live out what it preaches.”

“If you have been following people’s 
comments, except those who have chosen 
to deceive themselves; not many people are 
comfortable with the style of governance 
adopted by the current government. If the 
National Leader of the party, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, could complain, then you know that 
it is not a hidden matter. Atiku also mentioned 
that some of them who contributed to the 
success of the party were sidelined.

“You and I know that the promised change 
is a sheer bunkum, and they know it. So, you 
don’t expect a serious-minded politician, who 
has an ambition, like Atiku, to continue to 
tag along. It doesn’t make sense,” the analyst 
further said.

Eyes on presidency
The fear being nursed by some analysts 

is that Atiku’s home-coming may engender 
strife in the PDP, particularly among other 
members who also nurse a presidential ambi-
tion in the next general election.

Atiku has come to face other aspirants like 
Sule Lamido, a former governor of Jigawa 
State, Ibrahim Shekarau, a former governor of 
Kano State; Ibrahim Dankwanbo and Ayodele 
Fayose, governors of Gombe and Ekiti States, 
respectively.

Ahmed Makarfi, a former governor of Ka-
duna and immediate past interim chairman, is 
also said to be nursing same ambition. There 
may also be some others who may come up 
as the election approaches.

An analyst, who would not want this 
name in print told BDSUNDAY that of all the 
names mentioned, Atiku appears to possess 
the qualities that set him in a different class 
from all others.

“At the point we are now, we don’t just 
need any politician, but a politician with a 
clout.
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W
hat can you say 
a b o u t  f o r m e r 
Vice  President 
A t i k u  A b u b a -
kar recent exit 

from the APC?
I think anybody who sees Atiku 

as a joker; I  think that person is 
doing so at his own peril.  Former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar is 
not a politician that you can take 
for a joke.  I  b elieve he is a man 
of integrity, I  believe he is a man 
b efore he takes his de cisions he 
must have planned very well. I be-
lieve Atiku is one of the followers 
of Yar A’dua, and you know that 
b l o c  i n  t h e  N i g e r i a n  p o l i t i c s  i s 
still there and that bloc has never 
really worked with Buhari’s bloc 
and that is one of the points you 
must know. The Buhari’s bloc and 
those who came together to work 
in 2015 was as a result of Presi-
dent Jonathan’s refusal to leave 
power and say I obey the power 
sharing that was supposed to go 
to the north, that was what hap-
pened and nobody can take that 
as if that bloc is still  on ground. 
Atiku is very welc ome d in PDP; 
it is a welcomed idea for PDP and 
Atiku is a fighter, he has the en-
ergy, he has all it takes with the 
p re s s  a n d  h e  h a s  w h at  i t  t a ke s 
with the judiciary and I  b elieve 
such a person coming to join a na-
tional party like the PDP, I think 
it is not a joke.

G iv i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  d e -
ployed his resources in favour of 
the APC and the Buhari’s candi-
dacy to defeat the PDP in the 2015 
and also precipitated in the crisis 
that rocked the PDP after they 
suffered that defeat and he was 
never there to struggle for the 
revival of the party. Do you think 
the people who have suffered up 
to the level of the Supreme Court 
to win victory for the party will 
now give him a chance of picking 
a ticket in 2019?

What le d to the formation of 
APC was as a result of President 
Jonathan refusal to participate in 
a free and fair party primaries and 
that was what led to five gover-
nors defecting and that was what 
led to Atiku to leaving too; so one 
thing f irst ,  you have to  lo ok at 
what made them leave. The same 
thing now here, the man is saying 
that the board of trustees of the 
APC should be constituted, they 
are saying no b e caus e we don’t 
learn in Nigeria; a lot of governors 
of the APC are saying that Presi-

Samson Okwu, chairman, House Committee on Air Force and People’s Democratic Party stalwart in Benue State, in this interview with 
KEHINDE AKINTOLA speaks on the exit of former Vice President, Atiku Abubakar from APC; his return to the PDP, his value addition in 
the Nigeria’s political circle, among other issues. Excerpts:

dent Buhari  should b e the only 
candidate, so people are still  go-
ing to leave the party because the 
party is a platform where you al-
low everybody to participate. That 
the former Vice President Atiku 
decided to come and join PDP is 
not all about the ticket, but if he 
gets it, good and fine. But I think 
his leaving APC for PDP is a wel-
comed development. It is the same 
thing when they were leaving PDP 
to APC, we were saying it is a joke 
and you can see what it cost PDP.

T h e  s a m e  t h i n g  n o w ;  h e  l e f t 
the APC, and Governor El-Rufai 
said it is a joke. Mind you, it was 
during PDP that El-Rufai came to 
limelight in Nigerian politics.  He 
left PDP for ACN and now he is 
in APC.

What do you think would be 
the impact of Atiku’s return to 
PDP?

First of all ,  we have to take it 
at the National Convention of PDP 
on the 9th of  D e c emb er ( it  was 
held yesterday) and I believe once 
we get  i t  r ight  on that  day,  we 
come together and we make sure 
that we do things unanimously, I 
believe that would be a goodbye 
for APC, and with that we are sure 
that APC should be ready to leave 
the Villa.

Fortunately or unfortunately 
like I said, the APC government is 
press-friendly if not so, if we cast 
our mind back to 2014 that led to 
former President Jonathan not to 
c ome to the National  Ass embly 
to present his budget, it was as a 
result of APC then that said that 
Ntel Fiscal Responsibility Act was 
n o t  fo l l o w e d .  B ut  t h e  p re s s  a l l 
kept quiet when Buhari now did 
not follow the same process,  they 
could not tell Nigerians. You can-
not lead a bad precedent because 
the budget of Nigeria is predicated 
on the passage of Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act which is Ntel.  So, we 
have not passed Ntel;  so, on what 
benchmark are we doing this bud-
get,  nob o dy knows and you are 
talking ab out 2017 budget,  that 
one is just a background, nobody 
IS implementing anything, up till 
date, my own committee I am sure 
they cannot even go for oversight; 
what are you going to oversight 
when money has not been given 
to your agency to go and execute 
projects.  So, we have such prob-
lems everywhere.  On the zonal 
intervention, you will agree with 
me that no state governor is doing 
anything in any state. If you fol-
low the zonal intervention, you 
can see federal presence in every 
lo cality,  at the fe deral c onstitu-
ency or at the local government; 
these are zonal interventions that 
you can s e e are there.  But onc e 
they are not executed Nigerians 
are not feeling the impact of gov-
ernance, that is the problem and 
that is why you see that members 
are angry.

How soon are we going to get 
the 2018 Budget ready; the execu-
tive is  asking for the return of 
January to December budgeting 
system. Is it feasible?

D id he hims elf  the President 
follow the law? The law; I am tell-
ing you that the fiscal responsibil-
ity says that four months before 
the end of financial year, the Pres-
ident shall have cause to lay the 
budget but he didn’t  follow the 
law, he just brought it first week 
of November and how can he say 
that we should pass it by January, 
that means we are not doing due 
diligence, that means we are not 
going to follow the processes that 
it has to go through, that means 
he is making the legislative arm to 
be a rubber stamp and this is not 
a rubber stamp area. Maybe, this 
budget before it goes to Nigerians, 
I can tell you it should be the first 
week of March 2018.

Politics
‘2018 Budget: Buhari wants to reduce the 
National Assembly to mere rubber stamp’

Humphrey Akanazu

Assuming Atiku gets the PDP 
presidential ticket, do you think 
Nigerians will vote for him?

Nigerians will  vote for Atiku 
because we are the ones who are 
going to sell him. If he picks the 
ticket,  we will campaign for him; 
we will see the good aspect that 
A t i k u  h a s  d o n e .  W h at  w a s  t h e 
thing that Buhari has done? Dur-
ing the campaign there was noth-
i n g  t h at  t h e  P D P  d i d  n o t  b r i n g 
out against  Buhari ,  violation of 
human rights and sending people 
to jail, does it mean that Nigerians 
did not vote for him? They did.  
Atiku has come to address the is-
sue of restructuring. He is talking 
ab out  restructuring and i t  wil l 
heal every wound; s o Nigerians 
are clamouring for restructuring. 
Remember President Buhari said 
that the document of the National 
Conference that was held by for-
mer President Jonathan will  b e 
s ent to the dustbin. So we want 
the  man who would bring that 
do cument that  wil l  reunite  the 
country.

The issue of  zonal  int erven-
tion projects, some disagreements 
over the 2018 Budget and all the 
pol i t ics  goin g on.  How do you 
think al l  thes e  may affe ct  the 
passage of the budget?

Okwu
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My administration has 
impacted positively on all 
sectors – Ajimobi

G
overnor Abi-
ola Ajimobi of 
Oyo State has 
said that his 
a d m i n i s t r a -

tion has delivered better 
governance by impacting 
positively on all the sec-
tors in the state than any 
other past administration 
in Oyo State.

According to him, with 
what is on ground in Oyo 
State, it was glaring his ad-
ministration had impacted 
on all sectors more than 
any other government in 
the history of the state did.

Inspecting some com-
pleted World Bank-assist-
ed culverts in flood-prone 
areas of the state, Gover-
nor Ajimobi said that his 
administration’s achieve-
ments in infrastructure, 
economy, industry, educa-
tion, health, socio-physical 
development, urban plan-
ning and upgrade of the 
traditional institution are 
far above those recorded 
by other past administra-
tions in the state.

On the assessment of 
his administration’s per-
formances by the opposi-
tion in the state, the gov-
ernor said: “If you look at 
our administration, there 
is no area that we have not 
touched. Be it infrastruc-
ture, economy, industry, 
education, health, even 
traditional institution.”

“We have promised to 

improve everything we 
met on ground and we 
have turned everything 
around. Though there is 
nothing that you will do 
that cynics, mischief mak-
ers will not talk about, 
we are happy that today 
that more than any other 
government before us, 
we have done very well. 
Without sounding immod-
est, I am a Godly person 
and the meaning of Godli-
ness is service to human-
ity,” he said.

He added that “it is that 
Godliness that drives me. It 
is the willingness to serve. 
I will work till the 28th 
of May, 2019. It is that 

same year that I will be 70 
years old. For me, it is that 
satisfaction I get. Look at 
the Government House for 
example; we have changed 
it at a very cheap rate.”

The governor further 
said: “When I pass through 
all the roads we have done, 
I feel very happy. Happi-
ness is about impacting 
positively on the lives of 
other people. That is the 
stage of life I am. What 
we are doing is laying the 
foundation for modern 
Oyo State. Whether you 
like it or not, Oyo State 
is a big village, lifestyle, 
attitude, mentality. But 
we are changing it. Look 
at what we have done in 
education, we produced 
the best students in WAEC 
in Nigeria, this year; our 
opponents are not talking 
now”.

InsIde Aso Rock

WithTony Ailemen 

tion ambition
“Yes, I was fortunate 

enough, very rare opportu-
nity to be the first governor 
to do that for our president. 
As far as we, the people of 
the north east are concerned, 
we will remain loyal to our 
president who is highly com-
mitted to the fight against 
insurgency. We will remain 
loyal to our president,” he 
said. 

Given the above scenario, 
it is therefore not difficult to 
understand why the Presi-
dent has continued to grow 
more confident about his 
chances in 2019.

The President has also 
demonstrated that the wel-
fare of Nigerians is dear to his 
heart with the recent direc-
tives to his key finance men 
to work with representatives 
of Nigerian Governors’ Fo-
rum to determine how much 
of their unpaid debts can 
be released to them before 
Christmas.

This directives, which 
was in response to pleas by 
the governors who came to 
the State House under the 
leadership of Abdul-Aziz 
Yari, chairman of the Fo-
rum, asking the President to 
give a commitment to pay 
all outstanding debts owed 
them from London and Paris 
Club deductions to ease their 
financial hardships.

The President said he was 
not averse to the payments 
as long as the treasury can 
afford it and the economy 
will not be destabilised.

 The President also insist-
ed that the people must feel 
the impact of the gestures, 
since they were made in the 
interest of the people. 

“This should be done, not 
only for next year’s budget 
but for this Christmas. The 
Minister of Finance, Budget 
and Planning and the Central 
Bank should sit down with 
you in a sub-committee to 
see how much can be re-
leased before Christmas.  

“For Nigerians without 
sources other than their 
salary, I am concerned that 
workers should be able to 
pay rent, school fees, buy 
drugs and take care of their 
families. I am so much con-
cerned that people should 
have something to eat for 
Christmas,” he said.

serious threats to his 2019 re-
election from Atiku’s camp. 

This is even so as Gover-
nor Jibrilla Bindow, who had 
firm control of Adamawa 
has declared that the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) 
in Adamawa will remain 
solidly behind President 
Muhammadu Buhari, add-
ing that they will not follow 
Atiku out of the party.

Two important factors 
will work in favour of Presi-
dent Buhari in Adamawa 
State come 2019. 

 Firstly, his wife and First 
Lady, Aisha Buhari is from 
the Adamawa royal family 
and she is highly respected 
and can swing the direction 
of Adamawa voters in favour 
of her husband.

Secondly, from evidence 
of history, the State loathes 
being an opposition state. 

Thus, it had always pre-
ferred to associate itself 
with the government at 
the centre, especially in the 
wake of the current high 
level of insecurity threat-
ening the socio-economic 
situation in the entire North 
East. 

Bindow’s position which 
came on the heel of spec-
ulation amongst political 
pundits that the state may 
be fragmented politically 
following Atiku’s decision 
to quit the party, further 
reaffirmed the fact that for-
mer Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar’s exit from APC 
will not adversely affect the 
party’s fortune in the state 
come 2019.

Bindow said the APC in 
Adamawa has remained 
strong and will continue to 
be so united behind Presi-
dent Buhari. 

Bindow, who also de-
clared that the former vice 
president is more than 
matured enough to decide 
whatever he wants to do for 
himself, however, added that 
he wasn’t afraid of stand-
ing against the former Vice 
President 

“I am one of those, along-
side the current Senate Presi-
dent that worked very hard 
to ensure that all members 
of the National Assembly 
agreed to move to APC, so, I 
cannot see any reason why, 
today, that the House I built, 
I will leave. So I am in APC for 
the rest of my life.”

He explained that “Atiku, 
just like every elder in Ad-
amawa State, l regard them 
as my parents or elders. So, 
Waziri remains somebody 
I respect as a father and the 
same with any other elders 
in the state.”

He also joined the league 
of other governors to throw 
their weight behind Presi-
dent Buhari’s 2019 re-elec-

2019: Buhari rebuilding  the broken bridges 

T
here is a popular ad-
age “when you use a 
ladder to climb, don’t 
destroy the ladder, 

you may need it when you 
are coming down”. 

For keen observers of 
the political marriage that 
birthed the All Progressive 
Congress ( APC), in 2013 and 
subsequently the emergence 
of Buhari’s administration, 
it is obvious that the rela-
tionship between President 
Muhammadu Buhari and 
Ahmed Tinubu is more than 
just the ‘ladder and climber’ 
affinity. 

Here, it is obvious that 
Tinubu is the ladder, or bet-
ter still, the bridge. But soon 
after the election was won 
and the President sworn-in, 
it did appear that the bridge 
was broken and the relation-
ship between these two elder 
statesmen soured.

But recent events show 
that the President has re-
gained the confidence of the 
bridge builder. 

Thus, when both of them 
jetted out together in the 
Presidential jet, Nigeria’s 
version of the United States 
Air Force one, for last week’s 
5th European Union- African 
Union( EU-AU), Summit in 
Cote D’ Ivoire,  it was obvi-
ous that the President has 
commenced the building of 
strong bridges ahead of 2019.

It is now an open secret 
that President Muhamma-
du Buhari is gradually, but 
steadily working towards his 
second term.

This is very obvious in 
the ways he has allowed 
the military ‘macho’ in him 
to also gradually give way 
to a more amenable socio-
political interactions with 
his party members in the 
All Progressives Congress 
( APC) 

Prior to this time and for 
over one and a half years, 
the man, President Buhari 
was viewed as a hard, unap-
proachable hardliner with a 
mindset that was unwilling 
to bend to public pressure no 
matter what. 

He was also accused of 
surrounding himself with 
a group, if you like, a ‘Cabal’ 
who dictated his pace of 
movement and even the di-
rection of his administration. 

As if to further convince 
Nigerians of his respect 
and regards for Tinubu, the 
President, for the first time, 
described Tinubu as “Our 
Leader”. 

That statement no doubt 
has sealed the mouth of any-
one who was ever in doubt as 
to the status of the ‘Jagaban 
Borgun’ in the APC. 

Even though the party 
made no provisions for the 
position of ‘national leader 
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of APC’ Tinubu had always 
seen himself as one and even 
acted so on several occasions. 

“I also thank our leader, 
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Ti-
nubu. He has brought me 
a very beautiful piece of 
information which I was not 
aware of until I sat down and 
read it.”

President Buhari made 
this declaration during an 
interactive session with the 
Nigerian community in Abi-
djan, Cote d’Ivoire, on Tues-
day night.

The President, who did 
not disclose what the piece 
of information was, how-
ever promised to discuss it in 
detail with the former Lagos 
State Governor.

“Thank you very much 
for your hard work and I will 
discuss that paper with you,” 
the President said. 

Recall that in 2010, Ti-
nubu had also brokered an 
arrangement that saw mav-
erick Preacher-turned politi-
cian, Tunde Bakare, working 
as running mate of Buhari. 

The President had also ex-
tended an olive branch to the 
national caucus committee 
of the All Progressives Con-
gress, when he met the party 
hierarchy at the Presidential 
Villa, ahead of an enlarged 
meeting with the National 
Executive Committee (NEC). 

In all of the recent ma-
neuverings, the President 
never reckoned with, neither 
did he acknowledged the 
absence of his rivals and 
follow contestants for the 
party’s Presidential ticket in 
2014,  Rabiu Kwankwaso 
and former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar. 

This is just as the Presi-
dent has completely ignored 
Atiku Abubakar’s exit from 
the party. 

But the only reference 
he made in relation to it was 
during the inauguration of 
the 30-member national 
minimum wage commit-
tee, where, while exchang-
ing pleasantries with John 
Odigie-Oyegun, national 
chairman of the APC, the 
President jokingly told him 
to “accept my sympathy for 
losing a senior member of 
your party”.

The comment expect-
edly attracted laughter from 
people closed bye and even 
the Party Chairman himself.

What is however, certain 
ahead of the plots towards 
2019, is that the President 
has the APC Governors fully 
under his firm grip. 

More importantly too 
is the fact that the Presi-
dent is also in firm control 
of Adamawa State where 
the former Vice President 
hails from. Thus the Presi-
dent does not really see any 

Akinremi Feyisipo, ibadan 

Ajimobi
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I 
strongly believe that the 
House of Representatives 
has done pretty well by 
fast-tracking the consider-

ation and passage of the 2018 
Budget

Bill through second read-
ing and referral of the same 
to the Standing Committee on 
Appropriation.

Before adjourning plenary 
session for the two weeks 
oversight function, the House 
adopted the recommendation 
of the Committees on Finance, 
Appropriations, Aids, Loans 
and Debt Management, Leg-
islative Budget and Research 
and National Planning and 
Economic Development on 
the 2018-2020 Medium Term 
Exp enditure Framework 
(MTEF) and Fiscal Strategy 
Paper (FSP).

According to the report, the 
House approved the follow-
ing parameters for the 2018 
fiscal year: 2.3 million barrels 
per day; $47 per barrel as the 
benchmark in consideration 
of the current positive outlook 
in the global oil market and 
expectation that OPEC and 
other allied oil partnership 
countries will sustain oil pro-
duction ‘cuts deep’ into 2018 
and N305/$1 and the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to adopt 

measures to close the gap 
between the parallel market 
and the official exchange rate.

Similarly, the House also 
adopted the projected N5.279 
trillion non-oil revenue for 
2018 while stressing the need 
for all the revenue generating 
agencies to intensify efforts 
on collections and measures 
that would reduce revenue 
loss. Specifically, Pioneer sta-
tus and Tax incentives must 
be beneficial to the economy.

The House also approved 
the 3.5% growth rate consid-
ering the latest figures indi-
cating a doubling of growth 
rate to 1.4% in third quarter,

2017; as well as the pro-
posed N1.699 trillion new 
borrowing for 2018.

In doing this, the House 
tasked President Muham-
madu Buhari’s cabinet to 
ensure that the “borrowing 
must be project-tied. In bor-
rowing more, government 
must remain focused and 
ensure it is used to fund criti-
cal projects that will increase 
productivity and contribute 
to financing such debt.”

On the part of the House 
and indeed the National As-
sembly, all the relevant com-
mittees of the National As-
sembly are to ensure close 

and constant oversight the 
MDAs on the implementa-
tion of these programs to 
ensure effective, widespread 
and representative targeting 
of beneficiaries. In line with 
President Buhari’s request 
during the budget to the joint 
session of the National As-
sembly, the House acknowl-
edged the need for further 
amendment of the relevant 
sections of the Fiscal Respon-
sibility Act and other extant 
laws.

During the week also, the 
House approved the sum of 
$350 million borrowing plan 
for the Kaduna State Govern-
ment. While shedding light 
on the recommendation of 
his Committee, Ajayi Adey-
inka (APC-Osun) stated that 
the report emanate from a 
request from the Presidency 
for the 2017/2018 financial 
structure of borrowing for 
States in specifics, starting 
with Kaduna. He explained 
that the Committee decided 
to work in that light as it was 
easier to track.

Similarly, the House man-
dated its Committee on Petro-
leum Resources (Upstream) 
to investigate the motion 
on ‘Non-Implementation of 
Federal Government policies 

on Legal Metrology Services 
in the Upstream Sector as 
proposed by Hon. Raphael 
Nnanna Igbokwe. According 
to the lawmaker,

Federal Government in 
2014, signed an agreement 
with Independent Service 
Providers for the purpose of 
verification and certification 
of measurement equipment 
used for export of crude oil 
from Nigeria in accordance 
with international standard 
of legal metrology.

While noting that the ser-
vices of those inspectors in-
stilled transparency in the 
upstream sector and blocked 
leakages worth over $10 bil-
lion per annum as well as 
exposing error margins and 
leakages which estimated a 
loss of about $7.5 billion per 
annum, Igbokwe observed 
that the work of the inspec-
tors was stalled since 16th 
March, 2016 for an apparent 
fear of their making further 
exposure of inefficiency and 
fraud in the upstream sector.

In the bid to avert huge 
and collateral losses in crude 
extraction, sales and export 
by Nigeria, he solicited for the 
intervention of the House.

I was also informed reli-
ably, that the House will 

commence investigation into 
the allegations bothering 
on the $60 billion missing 
oil revenue as well as the 
proposed $195 million con-
tract for the concessioning 
of Nigeria’s waterways to an 
Israeli firm on Thursday, 14th 
December, 2017. Already, 
the House Committee on 
Public Petitions chaired by 
Uzoma Nkem-Abonta (PDP-
Abia) has dispatched notice 
to various state actors and 
other skeholders concerned. 
They include: Department 
of Petroleum Res ourc es 
(DPR), Central Bank of Ni-
geria (CBN), Federal Inland 
Revenue Services (FIRS) and 
the IOCs.

Lower Chamber and conditions for approval of MTEF, 2018 budget estimate

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

W
h e r e  i s 
the Senate 
version of 
t h e  N i g e -
ria Disabil-

ity Bill? This is a question 
rais e d by physically chal-
lenged persons who alleged 
that l ike the 2016 budget, 
the Disability Bill is missing 
at the National Assembly af-
ter it was adopted at a con-
ference committee meeting 
of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives.

Executive Director, Cen-
tre for Citizens with Disabil-
it ies ,  David Anyaele,  who 
made the revelation as part 
of activities c ommemorat-
ing this year’s international 
week for persons with dis-
abil it ies ,  claime d that the 
whereabouts of the Nigeria 
Disability Bill is unknown.

Just  when the app oint-

ment of Ogechi Ololo, sister 
of the governor of Imo State 
as  Commissioner for  Hap-
piness and Purpose Fulfill-
ment s et  tongues wagging 
last we ek, another c ontro-
versy aros e  from the hal -
lowed chamber.

T h e  E xe c ut i ve  D i re c t o r 
re ca l le d  th at  th e  qu e s t  to 
get the bill passed started in 
Year 2000, lamenting that 17 
years after, the bill has been 
de clare d missing.  Without 
passage of the bill, he noted, 
the lives of over 25 million 
persons with disabilities in 
Nigeria will continue to be 
in jeopardy.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  a r -
rangements have been  con-
c l u d e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  m a rc h 
round the Eagle Square in 
Abuja but also to occupy the 
National Assembly to force 
the two chambers to locate 
the bill.

Hear him: “The bill is no-
where to be found. We are 
a s k i n g  w h e re  t h e  N i g e r i a 
D isabi l i ty  B i l l  i s .  The Na-
tional  Ass embly must  tel l 
N i g e r i a n s  w h e re  t h e  D i s -
ability Bill is.

“It is the duty of the state 
t o  p ro t e c t  t h e  v u l n e rab l e 
g r o u p  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y.  W e 
a r e  d r a w i n g  at t e n t i o n  o f 
Nigerians to the missing bill. 
We are asking why the bill 

must  last  this  long.  I t  has 
turned to a cash cow. Every 
S e s s i o n  t h at  c o m e s ,  t h e y 
will promote the disability 
bil l ,  organize public  hear-
ing, spend money and there 
it ends”.

H e re  a re  my  p o s e r s  fo r 
the Red Chamber: Why will 
a  bi l l  b e  de clare d missing 
after harmonisation when 
all  that is  re quire d is  pas-
sage and transmission to the 
President for ass ent? Will 
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  B u k o l a 
Saraki als o s et up another 
s e a rc h  p a n e l ,  j u s t  l i ke  h e 
did with the missing 2016 
budget? When will those in 
authority take the welfare 
o f  p h y s i c a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d 
persons seriously?

Meanwhile, the 2018 bud-
get proposal crossed its first 
hurdle last week when both 
chambers of the National As-
sembly approved the 2018 to 
2020 Medium Term Expen-
diture Framework (MTEF) 
a n d  F i s c a l  S t rat e g y  Pa p e r 
(FSP) while the N8.612 tril-
lion appropriation bill scaled 
through Second Reading.

A l t h o u g h  S e n a t e  a d -
journed plenary to Decem-
ber 19, 2017, to allow stand-
i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  ( s ub - c o m -
mitte es  to  Appropriations 
Committe e) to hold budget 
defence sessions for federal 

ministries, departments and 
agencies, except the legisla-
tive body wants to carry out 
a haphazard job, it is impos-
sible for the sub-committees 
to conclude budget defense 
sessions with over 260 MDAs 
within two weeks. Already, 
three working days after the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  re c e s s , 
no form of budget defenc e 
s e s s i o n s  h a s  c o m m e n c e d . 
A l s o ,  t h e  A p p r o p r i at i o n s 
Committee is yet to release 
the budget timetable.

A  r e t r e a t  o f  N o r t h e r n 
Senators Forum is billed for 
Monday and Tues day this 
week, thus taking additional 
two days from the budget 
defence session.

Like I  have p ointe d out 
on this column previously, 
those hoping for the passage 
of the 2018 budget this year 
should perish the thought.

Meanwhile, Nigeria has a 
lot to learn over Thursday’s 
resignation of United States 
Senator Al Franken (Demo-
crat) following multiple al-
le gat i on s  th at  h e  tou ch e d 
women inappropriately.

His resignation was due 
to calls  by his  D emo cratic 
colleagues asking the Min-
nesota comedian, actor, pro-
ducer and politician to step 
aside,  on the grounds that 
they could no longer tolerate 

his presence.
Had this happened in Ni-

geria, the embattled senator 
would not even think of re-
signing, let alone apologise 
for wrongdoing. In fact, not 
only would his party caucus 
p a s s  a  vo t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e 
in him, he would have re-
c eive d a  chieftaincy t it le , 
his statue would have been 
ere cte d in Imo State while 
his constituents would have 
organised solidarity rallies 
in his support.

In July, a video surfaced 
o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t ,  w h i c h 
showed a serving Nigerian 
S e n at o r  a n d  fo r m e r  Y o b e 
State Governor, Bukar Abba 
Ibrahim, caught in a three-
some sex scandal.

The ranking senator later 
admitted having a sex romp 
w i t h  t h e  t w o  w o m e n  b ut 
insisted that it was done by 
consenting adults.

I n  f a c t ,  n o t  o n l y  w e r e 
his colleagues silent on the 
matter, a youth group came 
to the lawmaker’s defence, 
blaming the scandal on ‘po-
litical blackmailers’.

In this part of the world, 
where public office is seen as 
a means of self-enrichment, 
an average p olitical  offic e 
holder would rather die in a 
position than throw in the 
towel. Very unfortunate.

Missing Disability Bill, 2018 Budget and lessons from Franken’s resignation
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Accelerating the rate of Lagos’ growth

A
vailable records show that 
Lagos State contributes 
about 12% of Nigeria’s 
G r o s s  D o m e s t i c 
Product (GDP) which 

is comparable, only, to Rivers and 
Delta States which are Oil-Producing 
States; and we are the leading 
contributor in the Non-Oil Sector 
with average contribution of 19% 
which is equal to the contribution 
of 13 States put together. Moreover, 
Lagos State hosts over 60% of the 
manufacturing/industrial sector, 
which, if properly harnessed will be 
a major driving impetus for national 
growth.

Available demographic indices 
and macro–economic policies 
indicate that Lagos’ development will 
be propelled by the manufacturing 
and financial services sectors, tourism, 
agricultural and allied industries, 
construction, telecommunications 
and information technology, as well 
as, trade and commerce.

Of course, it is obvious that all 
of these, small and medium scale 
enterprises (SMEs) hold the key 
towards achieving accelerated 
socio-economic growth.  In order to 
create the conducive environment 
that will actually stimulate the 
encouragement of made-in-Nigeria 
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products, the Lagos state government 
has domesticated the Federal 
Government’s policy on MSMEs. 
Similarly, the Ambode administration 
recently inaugurated the state Council 
on MSMEs for proper coordination of 
the MSMEs in the state. The Council 
would identify MSMEs operating 
in the state to help enhance their 
productivity and enable them to 
serve as the bedrock for the economic 
development of the state. With a sound 
MSME base, the seven critical sectors 
pointed out above, no doubt, have 
the potential of growing the state’s 
economy in double digits which will 
impact on the attainment of speedy 
economic growth, not only for the State 
but the country at large. 

The cornerstone of growth and 
development in the State has been 
the continuity by which subsequent 
governments have engendered smooth 
transition in governance and the vision 
of the leadership in government.  
Currently, it has been discovered 
that the instrumentality of the all 
inclusive governance philosophy of the 
Ambode Administration  has been very 
profound in the re-tooling of  vision, 
projects, policies and programmes to 
transform the lives and wellbeing of 
the people.

An integral part of the State 
development’s agenda is infrastructure 
upgrade which is anchored on road 
rehabilitation and construction of new 
roads, creation of an integrated mass 
transit programme with emphasis on 
road, rail and water transportation, 
improvement in environment through 
physical planning with the intention of 
making Lagos State a model City-State 

as well as a shelter  agenda that aims 
for the provision of affordable mass 
housing schemes through facilitation 
of liberalized mortgage system and the 
development of new satellite towns.

I t s  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m m e  i s 
premised on the expansion of 
wards, development of primary 
healthcare programme, deepening 
of blindness prevention programme, 
strengthening of emergency medical 
services and the enhancement of 
medical personnel welfare. The 
educational agenda include the 
establishment of millennium schools 
in all local government/local council 
development areas, rehabilitation 
and maintenance of existing schools 
and libraries, curriculum review, the 
enhancement of teachers’ welfare and 
the development of skills acquisition, 
vocational and technical education.

With regards to food security, the 
State is poised to facilitate sustainable 
food production and processing, 
empowerment of farmers/fishermen 
cooperative societies, support for 
strategic food preservation and farm 
settlement development. Of course, all 
this can only be made feasible through 
a revenue enhancement policy that is 
based on diversification of revenue 
sources, widening of tax net, effective 
revenue collection mechanisms and 
development of database.

Currently, efforts are geared 
towards transforming the State Civil 
Service for effective service delivery. 
This is being done by the Office 
of Transformation, Creativity and 
Innovation (OTCI), a platform for the 
reform of the public sector to serve 
the people of the State better. There 
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are also plans to provide a platform 
for sustainable economic growth 
by working towards an integrated 
transport system that will include 
efficient public road transport, 
including its critical mass infrastructure 
development, enhanced healthcare 
service delivery, achievement of 
universal basic education by ensuring 
that school-age children are registered 
in schools and the overall attainment 
of targets under the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs).

However, it is important to state 
that the State’s revenue profile will 
have to grow to accommodate several 
of her increased commitments.  
This, indeed, is why government is 
determined to ensure that there are no 
tax leakages in the State and bringing 
in more people into the tax net by 
encouraging voluntary self assessment 
and payment of taxes.

The State government is, no doubt, 
poised to build a society whose 
commitment to law and order is 
unmistakable and unequivocal. But 
then, it will require an even greater 
commitment to law and order not only 
to sustain what have been achieved 
but also to develop upon it. Therefore, 
more investment in security and safety 
to further reduce crime rate in the 
state and ensure a conducive climate 
for investment is quite essential. This 
is where the active involvement of the 
private sector and other well meaning 
stakeholders in the Lagos is quite 
crucial.

Ogunbiyi is of the Ministry of 
Information and Strategy, Alausa, 
Ikeja.
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S
y r i a n  r e f u g e e s  a r e 
often portrayed as an 
unwelcome drain on the 
communities to which 
they relocate, especially 

with regard to health care. But, 
for those escaping Syria’s civil 
war, ignorance of their plight is 
overshadowed only by the reality 
of their needs – and the diversity of 
their expertise. Although refugees 
do bring with them extensive 
health-care issues, they also bring 
years of experience in the medical 
profession that, if put to proper use, 
could be a boon to the communities 
that receive them, not to mention for 
other refugees.

One of the biggest challenges 
for refugees anywhere is finding 
a doctor. In many host countries, 
inadequate treatment is the result 
of xenophobia, language barriers, or 
insufficient supply of medical staff. 
This is especially true for Syrians, 
who are scattered across the Middle 
East, North Africa, Europe, and 
North America.

But many Syrian refugees are 

Refugee doctors for refugee health
also highly educated. As they settle 
in places far from the hospitals and 
clinics in which they once practiced, 
Syria’s doctors simply want to get 
back to work. Isn’t it time that they 
did?

In the United Kingdom, efforts 
are underway to make that happen. 
The National Health Service and 
the British Medical Association 
have begun retraining refugee 
doctors, including many from 
Syria and Afghanistan, to fill the 
ranks of depleted clinics in UK. 
Through English-language training, 
postgraduate study, and professional 
registration, programs in London, 
Lincolnshire, and Scotland aim to 
reintegrate refugee doctors into the 
medical profession. These efforts 
should be lauded.

Retraining refugee doctors is 
not only a moral exercise; it also 
makes practical sense. Displaced 
doctors are better able to treat 
refugee patients’ ailments. Refugee 
doctors can also help ensure that 
the flood of new patients does not 
overwhelm host countries’ health-
care systems. And retraining a 
refugee doctor is cheaper and faster 
than educating a new medical 
student. With approximately 600 
refugee doctors living in Britain, 

that generally welcomes diversity 
and values human rights, is behind 
the curve on innovative approaches 
to refugee health. Syrian doctors face 
“many, many years” of retraining in 
Canada, and often struggle to fund 
the high cost of recertification.

Amid this resistance, refugee 
health care should be viewed as 
more than a set of logistical and 
operational challenges, but also 
as an inherently political process. 
Two dimensions of the issue must 
be addressed if refugee patients are 
ever to be properly cared for, and 
refugee doctors properly deployed.

For starters, refugee doctors may 
struggle to be accepted by their 
local colleagues, owing to political 
or personal bias. Recognizing the 
potential for local resistance to 
integration programs for refugee 
doctors is essential to develop 
proactive policies that ensure success.

Moreover, refugee doctors must 
be trained to address the diversity 
of medical needs they will face in 
their adoptive homes. For example, 
in many countries where refugees 
originate, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and intersex (LGBTI) 
health concerns remain taboo, 
even among medical professionals. 
For refugee doctors relocating to 

countries where LGBTI health and 
rights are recognized, integration 
curricula should include training 
on LGBTI health, particularly the 
rights of exceptionally vulnerable 
LGBTI refugees. Improving health 
for LGBTI refugees can serve as a 
foundation for a more open society.

The refugee crisis that has engulfed 
Syria is just one ripple in a tidal wave 
of global displacement. Around the 
world, some 22.5 million people are 
officially registered as refugees, and 
nearly 66 million have been forced 
from their homes. These numbers 
are unlikely to fall in the near term, as 
calamities caused by climate change, 
and by human and natural disasters, 
continue to push even more people 
from their communities.

Ever y one of  these future 
refugees will need access, at some 
point, to medical professionals 
trained in refugee health, diversity, 
a n d  i n c l u s i o n .  E m p o w e r i n g 
refugee doctors to become part of 
the solution will help overcome 
entrenched dogmas toward refugee 
diversity and social identities. But, 
just as important, it will mark a 
crucial step forward in ensuring 
more inclusive refugee health.

(c): Project Syndicate
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the well of untapped talent in the 
UK is deep.

Moreover, refugee patients 
b e n e f i t  w h e n  t r e a t e d  b y 
doctors who understand their 
circumstances,  including the 
enormous psychosocial stress that 
displacement causes. Translators 
can help, but they are not always 
av a i l a b l e  i n  c r i s i s  s e t t i n g s. 
Doctors who understand refugees 
emotionally and culturally are better 
equipped to put patients at ease.

Britain is not alone in recognizing 
the potential of refugee doctors. In 
Turkey, Syrian doctors and nurses 
have received training to help them 
become familiar with the Turkish 
health-care system. The goal is to 
enable qualified Syrian professionals 
to treat refugee patients, thus 
mitigating the language and logistical 
barriers to effective, accessible, and 
dignified care.

But other host countries have 
not been as forward thinking. In 
Lebanon and Jordan, for example, 
where more than 1.6 million 
registered Syrian refugees currently 
live, efforts to allow Syrian doctors 
to care for refugee patients have 
been criminalized. Doctors ignoring 
the law face arrest and possible 
deportation. Even Canada, a country 
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The words of good leaders 
are always their bond. Good 
leaders are held accountable 

by their words, and Gov. Okezie 
Ikpeazu has demonstrated this to 
the letter. During his campaigns 
promised Abia artisans a better deal 
and a departure from the past. The 
governor reinforced this promise in 
the early days of his administration 
when he met with Shoe, Bag, Belt 
and Trunk box Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Abia State who paid him a 
courtesy visit at Government House, 
Umuahia. He stated his administra-
tion’s willingness to encourage and 
empower Aba shoe makers, bag 
and leather manufacturers to excel 
in their trade, adding that Abia is 
blessed in commerce with a lot of 
craftsmen and promised to give the 
association priority in his govern-
ment’s scheme of things.

Today, the narrative Aba shoe 
industry which boom was cut short 
by the Ibrahim Badamasi Baban-
gida’s regime when Nigeria became 
a dumping ground for all manner of 
imported goods, especially shoes 
has changed. A Daniel has come to 
judgment.

Gov. Ikpeazu and the Aba shoemaker
The Aba shoe industry which 

was the centre of attraction and 
also witnessed an unprecedented 
boom, capturing the West African 
and Central African markets such as 
Togo and Cameroun, has rebound.

Economic trips have been organ-
ised by Abia State Government over-
seas. The essence of these trips was 
for them to familiarize with mecha-
nized methods of manufacturing 
shoes which is the vogue in most 
countries of the world. It was also to 
elevate their skill with training and 
exposure to modern technology to 
enhance capacity.

The economic trips have yielded 
results as the production levels of 
the shoemakers have tremendously 
increased and quality has become 
the watch word. Aba shoes are no 
longer treated with contempt. The 
shoes have attracted recognition 
across the country and internation-
ally. The market is now and emerg-
ing market which is competing 
favourably with similar markets in 
the whole world.

No wonder Brazilian investors 
who visited the market sometime 
ago were enthralled by what they 
saw. They bought pairs of shoes and 
wondered what the market would be 
when manufacturing process is fully 
mechanized.

Because of the boost in the Aba 
shoe industry, some youths who 
abandoned the industry for com-
mercial motorcycle and tricycle 
operations are now making u-turn. 
In the not-too- distant future, un-
employment in Abia State would be 
drastically reduced with the revolu-
tion going on in Aba shoe industry.

Indeed, the Ariaria shoe market 
is already exploded and demands 
immediate attention. The market is 
divided into six zones: Power Line, 
Omenma, Imo Avenue, Shoe Plaza, 
Umuehilegbu Industrial Market, 
and Old Site. The total number of 
shoemakers from the various zones 
is estimated at 70,000 and the shoe 
manufacturing process is supported 
by division of labour. Each process 
is manned by either a smoother, tai-
lor, sprayer, or a wheeling machine 
operator. On the average, each pro-
duction is expected to employ three 
persons. There are strong opinions 
that scattering of the shoe makers 
will lead to poor regulation of their 
activities, and in turn, affect the 
quality of their products.

But Gov. Okezie Ikpeazu is proac-
tive in his approaches. The proposed 
cluster for garment, shoe, belt and 
bag workers at Umukalika, the out-
skirt of Aba, will take care of the is-
sue. This cluster would be equipped 

with a resource centre that could 
enable businessmen to register their 
trademarks, do quality control and 
open them to markets beyond the 
shores on Nigeria. The mindset of 
Gov. Ikpeazu is to conquer the Ni-
gerian market first and make forays 
into West and Central Africa.

The benefits of the cluster are 
multifarious. It will also ensure that 
the leather workers enjoy econo-
mies of scale. The concentration of 
men with similar skills will promote 
competition and then innovation 
and will provide the common spirit 
that is necessary for cooperation 
and cross-fertilisation of ideas. By 
bringing the shoe manufactures 
into clusters, they will easily learn 
about changing economic condi-
tions, adapt and benefit from the 
changes. The physical proximity of 
these would encourage interaction 
and promote the exchange of ideas 
and expertise and this will, at the 
end, stimulate innovation and eco-
nomic growth.

Gov. Ikpeazu has fulfilled part 
of his manifesto which is “to make 
Abia State the premier destination 
in Nigeria, West and Central Africa; 
for investors, shoppers, workers and 
tourists”.

Gov. Ikpeazu proposed to le-
verage on areas where the state 

has comparative strength such as 
the people of Abia State whom he 
described as a vibrant people with 
enterprising spirit and diligence in 
labour. He promised to make them 
the core strength and pride of his 
administration.

“We shall channel this resource 
by putting in place a competent 
leadership team of skilled and prov-
en executors which will comple-
ment the energy of our population. 
We will also transform the busi-
nesses of our very enterprising and 
skilled populace to achieve scale 
and world class appeal.

“That way ‘made in Aba’ will 
become something to be proud of 
and not something shoddy; Aba-
made products in shoe/leather, 
garments and other such sectors 
will be bought in global retail chains 
and markets.

“We will have wealthy Abians 
and residents out of these historical 
areas of strength. Young men and 
women will finish school and come 
to our industrial centres to make a 
good living knowing they will get 
their first car in record time,” he 
promised.

With Gov. Ikpeazu on the saddle, 
there is a changing narrative of 
the Aba shoemaker who was once 
scorned.

VURAL ÖZDEMIR

OKECHUKWU KESHI UKEGBU

Özdemir is a medical doctor, 
independent writer, and adviser on 

technology, society, and democracy.

Ukegbu contributed this piece from 
Abia State.
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T
oday, our values 
have been so eroded 
and our education-
al system is such a 

travesty, that many people 
are growing up without the 
basic values that make for 
decency and finesse. Even 
those who studied abroad 
are no different, because 
most of them were already 
fully developed before they 
left these shores. Upon their 
return to their old environ-
ments, the old habits natu-
rally kick in. Truth be told, 
we have to embark on a mas-
sive self-development cam-
paign to support the efforts 
of the state Government to 
beautify the city and truly 
beautify the people inside 
out. As for the children, they 
are lucky; there is still hope 
if parents choose to, “train up 
a childin the way he should 
go, (so) when he is old he 
will not depart from it”as the 
old proverb says. However, 
older people require a strong 
desire and determination to 
improve, and would need to 
commit the time, financial 

days. It is my hope that a lot 
will change if people un-
derstand that their words 
reveal their personality, their 
knowledge, their exposure 
and everything else that con-
stitutes their individuality. A 
wise person noted that before 
you speak, you have control 
over your words, but the mo-
ment the words leave your 
mouth, they control you.

Our words reveal our re-
finement; they reveal the 
quality of our upbringing, 
the environment we grew 
up in, the type of schools we 
attended and the quality of 
our education, the company 
we have kept and our values. 
You cannot hide your heart 
when your mouth is open.

implications and discipline 
needed for such an improve-
ment.

A little polish, some tuto-
rial in manners, tutelage in 
comportment and poise and 
brushing up of speech and 
grammar would do the trick.  
Here are some dos and don’ts 
to observe.

•Do take your trash 
home.

•Don’t throw your trash 
in the streets or in the gut-
ters.

•Do bag your trash to 
keep away flies and other 
disease carrying rodents.

•Take out your trash ev-
ery day.

•In an era where the 
whole world is preaching 
recycling, do separate your 
trash - plastics, paper, food.  
I understand  some govern-
ment agencies are ready to 
pay for paper that is taken 
to their office located some-
where in Lagos State.

In public, please,
•Don’t spit. Not even 

pregnant women are ex-
empt.

•Don’t chew with your 
mouth open. Only cows 
chew the cud!

•Don’t scratch your arm-
pit, buttocks or hair. It is 
unseemly.

•Don’t adjust your crotch, 
bra or panties.

•Don’t pick your ear or 
nose or teeth.

•Don’t yawn loudly, and 
cover your mouth when you 
do yawn.

•Don’t cough or sneeze 
loudly. Excuse yourself to 
a secluded spot, and cover 
your mouth before you let 
loose.

•Don’t fight. It is shameful 
and indecent.

•Don’t pee in public. Look 
for the nearest eatery or fill-
ing station.

What you say
The power of words
“But if thought corrupts 

language, language can also 
corrupt thought.”  George Or-
well Words are powerful. 
Depending on how you use 
them, they can build up or 
tear down. The Yoruba say 
“A word can bring out kola 

nut from the pocket, it can 
also bring out a sword from 
its sheath’. There is no better 
way to appreciate the power 
of words than to glance at his-
tory and visit the chronicles of 
world powers like Adolf Hitler.

Very aware of the power 
of good propaganda, Hitler 
maximised this tool. Accord-
ing to Dr Joseph Goebbels Hit-
ler’s Minister of Propaganda:  
“The essence of propaganda 
consists in winning people 
over to an idea so sincerely, 
so vitally, that in the end they 
succumb to it utterly and can 
never escape from it.”

By first introducing a rigid 
system of censorship that con-
trolledthe literature, art, music, 
radio, film, newspapers and 
every form of media of that 
time,  Germans read, saw and 
heard only what the Nazis 
wanted them to read, see and 
hear.  To ensure that every-
body could hear Hitler speak, 
the Nazis organised the sale of 
cheap radios called the “People’s 
Receiver”. Loud speakers were 
put up in streets so that people 
could not avoid any speeches 

by Hitler. Cafes and other such 
properties were ordered to 
play in public speeches by Hit-
ler. In this way, the German 
populace were systematically 
brainwashed and the result 
was that11,000,000 precious 
souls- Jews and Non- Jews- 
were lost during Holocaust, 
killed in ways too gruesome to 
repeat. Need I say more about 
the potency of words?

Cultivating refined 
speech

Let thy speech be bet-
ter than silence, or be silent. 
--Dionysius of Halicarnassus

Because only a few people 
realise just how powerful 
their words really are, there’s 
a lot of wrong and self sabo-
taging use of words these 
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G
overnor Rochas 
Okoro cha of 
Imo State last 
week became a 
public spittoon 

after he announced a Com-
missioner for Happiness 
and Couples’ Fulfilment for 
his state. Not even a later 
statement by Sam Onwue-
meodo, the governor’s chief 
media attack dog, clarifying 
that it was not ‘Ministry 
of Happiness and Couples 
Fulfilment’ but ‘Ministry of 
Happiness and Purpose Ful-
filment’, could help matters.

Onwuemeodo’s state-
ment justified the creation 
of the new ministry. It said 
the real essence of life is to 
be happy and to fulfil one’s 
purpose, and government 
leaders are elected for this 
sole purpose – to guarantee 
the citizens’ happiness and 
purpose fulfilment. It said 
“a great leader...is one who 
provides happiness to the 
people” and regretted that 
“this vital element of our so-
cial lives has not been prop-
erly addressed”, for which 
reason “people are bitter, 
angry with hate speeches 
which lead to crisis, war and 

A different look at this 
Ministry of Happiness thing

even terrorism”.
Well, it is easy to see why 

Okorocha would become 
the butt of jokes. When a 
man consistently coughs up 
toxic policies, whatever else 
he does naturally becomes 
suspect. But on this ‘happi-
ness’ thing, we only need 
to look deeper to see that 
Okorocha may be on the 
right track after all.

Across the world gov-
ernments, organizations 
and civil society have come 
to consider happiness as the 
proper measure of social 
progress and the goal of 
public policy and use hap-
piness indicators to inform 
their policy-making deci-
sions. Here’s a brief story of 
how this came about.

While the debate raged 
(and perhaps continues to 
rage) among economists 
whether or not the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP), 
a Keynesian tool popula-
rised in the post-WWII 
era, was a true measure of 
economic development, 
and while many progres-
sive economists pushed for 
a more holistic approach 
to measuring prosperity 

and progress, with some 
arguing for the use of the 
Genuine Progress Indicator 
(GPI), King Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck of Bhutan, a 
small, relatively isolated 
country at the base of the 
Himalayas in Asia, in 1972 
coined the phrase Gross 
National Happiness (GNH).

In 2010, the Centre for 
Bhutan Studies developed 
a Gross National Happiness 
Index to measure people’s 
happiness. The index has 
nine components, called do-
mains, comprising psycho-
logical wellbeing, health, 
education, time use, cultural 
diversity and resilience, 
good governance, commu-
nity vitality, ecological di-
versity and resilience and 
living standards, according 
to an article on Bhutan 
Times of January 29, 2017 
found on pressreader.com.

The Bhutan experience 
would eventually inspire 
other countries to pursue 
broader measures of de-
velopment. For example, 
France commissioned a 
study on alternative gauges 
of economic welfare and 
the impact of happiness 

in an economy; Britain 
commenced a ‘Measur-
ing National Well-Being’ 
programme; the EU began 
to pursue a programme 
dubbed ‘Beyond GDP’; the 
World Bank suggested the 
use of the Human Develop-
ment Index and Adjusted 
Net Savings as alternatives 
to GDP; the OECD in June 
2016 committed itself “to re-
define the growth narrative 
to put people’s well-being at 
the center of governments’ 
efforts”, and in February 
2017, the United Arab Emir-
ates held a full-day World 
Happiness meeting as part 
of the World Government 
Summit.

But perhaps the most 
important influence of 
the Bhutan experience, 
in spite of the criticisms 
against it, is that it inspired 
the United Nations to ac-
tion. In July 2011, the UN 
General Assembly unani-
mously adopted resolution 
65/309 tagged ‘Happiness: 
Towards a Holistic Defini-
tion of Development’, call-
ing for a “holistic approach 
to development” aimed 
at promoting sustainable 
happiness and wellbeing. 
The UN General Assembly 
Resolution A/RES/66/281 
recognized “that the pur-
suit of happiness is a fun-
damental human goal” 
and the UN invited mem-
ber countries to measure 
the happiness of their 
people and to use the data 
to help guide public policy.

In April 2012, the first 
UN High Level Meeting, 
called ‘Wellbeing and 
Happiness: Defining a 
New Economic Paradigm’, 
was held, chaired by the 
then UN Secretary-Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon and Prime 
Minister Jigme Thinley of 

Bhutan. It was there that 
the first World Happiness 
Report was released as a 
foundational text for the 
UN High Level Meeting.

Every year since then, 
with the exception of 
2014, the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network has 
publishe d The World 
Happiness Report, a land-
mark survey of the state 
of global happiness. This 
year, the report has been 
supported by a generous 
three-year grant from the 
Ernesto Illy Foundation. 
The World Happiness 
Index surveys numerous 
people from various coun-
tries around the world in 
search of which country 
has the happiest popula-
tion. Denmark came tops 
in 2016, followed closely 
by Switzerland, Iceland, 
and Norway. This year, 
Norway has jumped to 1st 
place, followed by Den-
mark, Iceland and Swit-
zerland.

Similarly, March 20 
is celebrated globally as 
the International Day of 
Happiness (World Hap-
piness Day). The day was 
instituted by Jayme Il-
lien, then United Nations 
adviser, on June 28, 2012 
when, following a multi-
year campaign initiated in 
2011 by the Illien Global 
Public Benefit Corporation, 
all 193 member states of 
the UN General Assembly 
unanimously adopted UN 
resolution 66/281.

I have taken this pain 
to show to what extent 
happiness has become a 
key factor in measuring 
world progress. On this 
score, therefore, Okorocha 
is not mad to have created 
a Ministry of Happiness 

and Purpose Fulfilment. If 
anything, he is in tune with 
global thinking.

I  have read a  c er-
tain ’Seun Oremade who 
claims that Okorocha did 
not appoint his sister as 
Commissioner for Happi-
ness. Oremade’s claim is 
that Okorocha, during the 
swearing-in ceremony of 28 
commissioners in the state, 
only joked that as Deputy 
Chief of Staff in charge 
of domestic and internal 
affairs, his sister, Ogechi 
Ololo, was Commissioner 
for Happiness and Couples’ 
Fulfilment. That claim is 
very doubtful. If it were 
true, the government would 
not have gone through the 
pain of clarifying that they 
meant Purpose Fulfilment 
and not Couples’ Fulfilment.

But assuming Okorocha 
created the new ministry by 
default, it is all for good. He 
should go on to legitimize 
it. That is the direction the 
world is going.

My only worry is that 
the man now peddling hap-
piness is a sadist who has 
sown seeds of sorrow in 
the hearts of many citizens 
of Imo State since May 2011. 
Only God knows how many 
workers and pensioners in 
the state have died wait-
ing for their pittance, or 
how many more have been 
economically emasculated 
by his many anti-people 
policies.

But assuming Okorocha 
has any happiness to offer, 
I’m certain the only people 
that will get a piece of it will 
be members of the Okoro-
cha family and their in-laws 
and friends, given what we 
know of him and his style 
of governance. Imo people 
have given up. They are 
anxiously waiting for 2019.
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‘Nigerians stand better chances studying in 
Germany than most overseas countries’
Overseas study has become the trend of the 21st century as multinationals and corporate organisations increasingly seek employees with broader skills and wider knowledge 
of the world. Following a recent seminar in Lagos to create awareness on tuition-free study opportunities in Germany, Henry OluOma, CEO, Olco Multibusiness Limited, a 
consulting firm that offers study abroad services and educational tours for children, among other services, stopped by BusinessDay head office in Apapa, Lagos, where he 
had a chat with CHuKS OluIGBO, assistant editor, and STePHen OnyeKWelu, education correspondent. He spoke on a number of issues bordering on tuition-free study in 
Germany and other services offered by his firm. Excerpts:

Germany and most of them are funded by the 
German Ministry of Education. So anyone that 
studies in any of these universities doesn’t pay 
a dime.

 
Language barrier used to be a big turn-off 

for many Nigerians who wanted to study in 
Germany in the past. What is the situation 
now?

That problem has been partly solved because 
currently most universities in Germany offer 
courses, especially postgraduate courses, in 
English language. So the language barrier has 
reduced unlike how it used to be before, and 
the society is now welcoming foreigners unlike 
before. It could be argued that about 30 years 
ago foreigners weren’t very welcome in Ger-
many the way they are today. You see a black 
man today being the CEO of an organization in 
Germany, that wasn’t the case some 30 years 
ago. These days they allow skilled immigrants 

to actually come up and show themselves, even 
in politics.

 
Beyond helping students to get admission 

and get into Germany, are there other services 
you render to them?

We understand how difficult it could be 
for students that have not travelled before, 
especially children within the range of 18-19 
years going to Germany to study for the first 
time. So, we follow up with the process of their 
visa application, and when they are admitted 
and arrive in Germany, we offer them pickup 
service from the airport because if you don’t 
know anyone around, it could be very difficult; 
everyone speaks German out there. We help 
them get accommodation in the schools over 
there in Germany; we take them to the school, 
help them with the arrangement, and show 
them how things work for a period of two or 
three days.

 
You have been doing this for five years. 

What has been the experience and what chal-
lenges have you met along the way?

It has been a very positive experience for me. 
We have processed over 30 students in the last 
couple of years, not only at the undergraduate 
level but also master’s and PhD students. PhD 
students always get automatic scholarship from 
funding bodies in Germany.

Over the years visa application seems to 
be where the problem is for many applicants. 
Students need to provide a proof of financial 
backup up to about €8,000. The German Em-
bassy expects each student to have an account 
with a minimum amount of €8,000 in his/her 
name in Germany. This account is opened by 
the student via the German Embassy here in 
Nigeria. When the account is opened and the 
€8,000 deposited, the statement of account is 

printed and attached to the admission letter and 
with these the embassy issues the student a visa. 
The major challenge we have had in the past is 
with students being unable to provide this proof 
of financial backup to the embassy after gaining 
admission. Often you see that after obtaining the 
admission letter, these students find it difficult to 
raise this sum to open the account, so you find 
the students missing out because of this inabil-
ity. The other option they have is to either get a 
scholarship or get a guarantor letter, which we 
sometimes help them get in Germany as well.

 
Talk to us about the other part of what you 

do – educational tour. How does it work?
What we do is we take school children 

within the ages of 13-19 to different places in 
Europe, especially Germany, except when the 
school specifically requests to take the students 
to other Schengen states. We plan a tour for 
them – the tour is usually for about seven days. 
The minimum number of children is 15 and 
the maximum is 45. We come down to Nigeria 
and pick the children up, then we take them to 
Germany, put them in youth hostels and then 
go according to the planned tour. The tour plan 
could take them to Berlin, to the museums to 
see what they are like, to secondary schools in 
Berlin to see how students in their age group 
attend classes, and sometimes to the European 
Parliament to see how the EU ministers make 
their laws. We give them this exposure because 
we understand that international knowledge has 
become a necessity in this globalised world. Some 
of the children might also want to study abroad 
in the future, so we expose them early enough 
to the pattern of life in these western countries 
where they may find themselves in the future.

 
You studied in Germany as well. What was 

the experience for you and what would you tell 
young Nigerians wishing to study in Germany?

When I studied in Germany there were no 
courses offered in English language – that was 
some 20 years ago. But English courses have 
been introduced in the last 10 years because the 
world has become a global village and Germans 
want to attract more foreigners to come study 
in Germany. Studying in Germany for me was 
a good thing because the knowledge and skills I 
gained, I wouldn’t have got them if I had studied 
in the UK or elsewhere, for instance. I know 
because I have a couple of friends who studied 
in the UK, and after my undergraduate studies in 
Germany I did a one-year Erasmus programme 
in the UK as well. Secondly, after your studies in 
Germany you will be able to live in the country, 
unlike in other countries where you are asked to 
go back to your home country after your study. 
German authorities allow you to stay in Ger-
many for two years after your study. Within this 
period you could seek for a job in your field of 
study. When you get a job in your field of study, 
they can then offer you a permanent residence 
permit for you to stay in the country. They have 
realized that they spend a lot in training the 
students and at the end of the day the students 
go somewhere else to work. They noticed they 
have been at the losing end, they wanted to 
create this added value, so they changed their 
laws to allow these students to stay back after 
their studies. After two years of work, you are 
eligible to apply for German citizenship as long 
as no crime is committed in the country.

Y
ou recently held a seminar in 
Lagos to talk about tuition-free 
study programmes in Germany. 
Could you enlighten us about it?

The seminar was held on December 2 in Lagos. 
Apart from those who attended from Lagos, 
we got a number of people coming in from 
Abuja, from Port Harcourt, from Owerri as well 
specifically for the seminar. It shows people are 
very much interested. We decided to hold that 
seminar to create awareness because we real-
ized that many Nigerians do not know about 
this tuition-free study programme offered in 
Germany. And secondly, Nigerians tend to 
believe that the education system in Germany 
only runs in German. That was one of the ques-
tions that kept coming up at the seminar, people 
think that all studies in Germany can only be 
undertaken in German and that’s what puts 
many people off.

Germany offers tuition-free programmes 
for all students, both local and international. 
The country has been embracing international 
students for the past 30-40 years. They are 
welcoming especially international students 
because Germany is an ageing country and so 
is looking to having skilled immigrants into the 
country. So, they try to attract foreign students 
into the country to study and at the same time 
reside after study, not travelling back to their 
home countries after study as we see it happen 
in the UK or in the US.

 
When you say tuition-free study, what 

exactly does it mean?
Tuition-free means you are paying practi-

cally no fee for the entire period of your study 
in Germany, whether bachelor’s, master’s 
or PhD programme, unlike what happens in 
other countries where you have to cough out 
as much as $20,000 or £15,000 as tuition fee. 
What the student caters for is his/her basic 
living expenses – feeding, housing, health 
insurance, and others.

 
But even basic living expenses should 

amount to a whole lot. How does the student 
survive?

There are many opportunities in Germany, 
especially for students. There are a lot of jobs, 
part-time jobs for students. A normal part-time 
job for a student in Germany could pay as much 
as €600-700 monthly, that’s for 20 hours a 
week that students are allowed to work; some 
work just two hours per day and earn about 
€600 a month. Statistics show that, on the 
average, students need about €600 per month 
to survive in Germany, though some African 
students would argue that they could survive 
with lesser amount, as little as €450. Basically, 
the major expenses are accommodation, which 
costs about €150 a month, health insurance of 
about €70 a month, and then feeding. Because 
food is cheap in Germany, people could actually 
feed with as low as €50-100 in a month. So, with 
€500-600 in a month a student can survive in 
Germany.

 
Does the tuition-free programme apply to 

all universities in Germany or to some specific 
universities?

It applies to almost 90 percent of universities 
in Germany. There are over 425 universities in 

Henry Oluoma
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We need to look at what the states are doing. Look 
at the joker in Imo; I think the man has lost touch 
with reality. He is erecting statues of all kinds of 
people when Imo State owes pensioners. This is 

the problem and we are there saying nothing; and 
these men are screwing us. Where is Maina? We 

talk about fighting corruption. How come you have 
about 10 former governors facing corruption trial at 

the EFCC sitting in the Senate as senators, making 
laws for the country and the EFFCC says they are 

doing a fantastic job? They transferred it to the judi-
ciary, which I think also has a part of the problem

The strategy of government business is 
completely misunderstood by Buhari - Agbakoba

H
ow would you describe 
the state of the nation 
at the moment? What 
informed the National 
Intervention Movement 

registered by you alongside others?
As you are aware, I and some 

concerned Nigerians on the 29th of 
November 2017 initiated the national 
intervention movement (NIM).

NIM is a movement to uplift Ni-
gerians. It is not a political party/
organisation. It is a network of people 
committed to make a difference in 
our country.

Our objective is to mobilise Nigeri-
ans to hold government accountable 
at all levels. We want to grow by 
inspiring and supporting people to 
start small groups across the country.

We want a functioning democ-
racy where political office holders 
are accountable to the people, public 
institutions are strong and there is the 
rule of law.

You can see, it is obvious that the 
APC and PDP, the two major political 
parties in the country, have no ideolo-
gies, that’s why we have found our-
selves in this sorry state we are. You 
can see a country producing crude 
oil but cannot refine it for local use; 
therefore, you see queues returning 
again at the filling stations. Yet, Mr. 
Baru came back from London where 
he went to claim an award. I wonder 
what entitles him to an award; his 
country has no petrol. He rushed back 
to announce that he would by fix it. 
But this is the same Baru announcing 
N1.6billion for the turnaround main-
tenance of the four dead refineries 
that ought to have been sold a long 
time ago. So, we said to ourselves, 
when will this nonsense stop? Ev-
erybody is in his house grumbling, 
and lamenting, no job, no money, no 
health care, no nothing.  We said to 
ourselves, what is needed is a coher-
ent political movement.

Look at the harsh tag on SARS- 
#EndSARS. What did it show? It 
shows you the power. We are going 
to use the social media to mobilise 
Nigerians; but it is going to be mem-
bership-based and we are going to 
have friends of the movement. We 
are not going to depend on anybody 
to fund us, we are going to ask Nigeri-
ans to fund us- send your N100; send 
your N200, because it will require a 
lot of resources; so, in that way, we 
want Nigerians to claim ownership 
of the movement. We have been say-
ing it, we live in a failed country, and 
unless we articulate the elements of 
the failure, we will continue to fail. 
As you can see, all attention is now 
focused on 2019; nobody is interested 
in governance anymore.

Governor Ambode of Lagos State 
says that he runs either the 3rd or 5th 

Olisa Agbakoba

pensioners. This is the problem and 
we are there saying nothing; and 
these men are screwing us. Where is 
Maina? We talk about fighting cor-
ruption. How come you have about 10 
former governors facing corruption 
trial at the EFCC sitting in the Senate 
as senators, making laws for the coun-
try and the EFFCC says they are doing 
a fantastic job? They transferred it to 
the judiciary, which I think also has 
a part of the problem.

This is a government that says it is 
on top of corruption, yet, the NNPC 
is cesspit of corruption. The fight 

between Baru and Kachikwu made 
it clear. And because Nigerians don’t 
read, they don’t know that the Presi-
dent cannot be minister of Petroleum 
Resources by the constitution and 
that’s the case I filed. That was why 
when I was speaking with Charly 
Boy, I said to him, ‘I don’t know what 
gave you the inspiration to coin that 
phrase – Our Mumu Don Do. We are 
all ‘Mumus’ because we sit and talk 
about how bad Nigeria is. All we 
need to do is to come together. So, 
we are determined to see to it that 
thais movement puts pressure on 
the government of the day to do the 
right thing.

That’s the thrust of the Movement. 
I can give you examples how smaller 
movements have succeeded. The 
Charly Boy group, I have not seen 
him with more than five or six people; 
the harsh tag SARS (#EndSARS) got 
the IG to dismantle that killer squad. 
Just harsh-tagging; it doesn’t cost you 
anything to harsh tag. The only thing 
is that it is not organised.  Had it been 
organised so that we could have about 
50 million people actively involved in 
social media in Nigeria. That is what 
our Movement is trying to achieve. 
But already from responses, we are up 
to about 5,000 (five thousand) without 
doing anything. 

So, we intend to shake up the place 
by asking some questions, simple 
questions. If the APC promised us 
A,B,C,D,E; how many of those things 
have they done? How many ministers 

The state of the nation is a concern to many Nigerians. Things have continued to go wrong in government and lamentation appears to 
be a recurring decimal in the polity. Olisa Agbakoba, a former leader of the Civil Society Organisation, appears to have gone back into 
the trenches with like-minds, to pick up those arsenals that brought the military to its knees. With the recent formation of the National 
Intervention Movement (NIM) by the G-90, Agbakoba in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, said the stage is now set for an 
intense pressure on government until the right thing is done. He also spoke on other issues. Excerpt:

largest economy in Africa; you all live 
in Lagos, this is completely a broken 
city and in the index of the harshest 
cities to live in the world, it is 3rd from 
the last. Yet, he is there. He was voted 
in to govern Lagos. The governor is 
fixing federal roads when Lagos State 
roads are deplorable. It is not all the 
time we need to point to the Federal 
Government.

We need to look at what the states 
are doing. Look at the joker in Imo; I 
think the man has lost touch with 
reality. He is erecting statues of all 
kinds of people when Imo State owes 
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are competent to deliver on their min-
istries? For example, my good friend, 
Dr. Fayemi, what competence does he 
have to be minister of Solid Minerals 
Development? Not because he is a 
bad man, but because that is not his 
background. It is like putting me in 
the ministry of Power. I don’t know 
anything about Power. What is the 
competence of another good friend of 
mine, Udo-Udoma to be in the minis-
try of Budget and Planning when he 
is a lawyer? But he is a good man, a 
nice chap and a successful man. So, 
the President should be called upon 
to dismantle his cabinet and pick the 
best people because the best guys are 
not there.

In football as you know, if you are 
at the bottom of the league, you need 
to sack your manager. The President 
can say ‘well I am tired’ and he vacates 
the office or get rid of people who are 
not competent. Another good friend 
of mine who is not competent – Geof-
frey Onyeama, he is an intellectual 
property lawyer. He was in Geneva, 
he has no competence to be a foreign 
minister, but he is there. He is a nice 
and fine guy, tall, elegant and brilliant. 
The federal cabinet lacks competence 
and that’s what is causing our prob-
lems. The strategy of government 
business is completely misunderstood 
and that is a big shame.

What do you think government 
ought to be doing that it is not (do-
ing)?

Government does three basic 
things; one, policy – for instance, if it 
now says, we want an energy policy. 
So government thinks through what 
that policy will be. Then, two, govern-
ment executes it and three, govern-
ment regulates it. That’s where gov-
ernment role stops. The government 
now hands over the responsibilities 
of running the business side of that 
energy to the private sector. I don’t 
know any time that the private sec-
tor has been invited to participate in 
running business in Nigeria.

The only person who has done it 
successfully on his own initiative is 
Dangote. Government did not tell 
Dangote to go build his refinery. 
When the refinery comes on stream 
next year, we will have many jobs 
from there. So, you can imagine if 
they were 10, 20, 30, 40 or 50 Jim 
Ovias, Dangotes, we would have no 
problem. But it is the government 
responsibility to set that tone; to in-
vite people. I have a lot of billionaire 
clients that have their money sitting 
in the bank because government does 
not create the policy that enables 
them to invest in viable business. 
First of all, they are afraid that even 
when government invites them, the 
same government may reverse it two 
years down the line. So, government 
work is misunderstood by even the 
President. He does not understand the 
nature of how to run a government 
and therefore, you have a catalogue 
of problems. They sold power to 
Discos and I challenge you to tell me 
any of those that bought the Discos 
who among them that has technical 
qualification.

They were all sold to political job-
bers. They all went there and have no 
clue what to do and that’s why we are 
in this same situation. Government 
has four refineries, but government 
should not own refineries. Then we 
talk about the size of government. It 
is because government wants to hold 

things to itself because of the stagger-
ing amount of money you’ll make if 
you are in government business.

Otherwise, what I thought the 
President should be doing is to be 
holding strong conversations with 
the unions. I hope you know that 
government has about 3.5million 
employers; the current budget is over 
N8 trillion – broken into two- 70 per-
cent is for salaries. Only 3.5 million 
is the population working with the 
Federal Government and that few 
chop all that money to the exclusion 
of the larger percentage of the popu-
lation. So, what is the fairness? 3.5 
million people spending 70 percent 

of the budget; and the remaining 30 
percent for over 180 million people. 
Does it make sense? So, I expect the 
President to take tough decisions 
here; that is what it means to be a 
president of Nigeria. Labour will 
be angry, people will be angry; but 
without this new paradigm, which 
they do not understand, it is going to 
be difficult to move forward because 
every year budget will be passed and 
consumed. We are a consumer nation. 
We produce crude, we export it, but 
we import petrol and we don’t even 
have enough.

This is what we want government 

to begin to understand and that is 
largely what we are going to be say-
ing using the Movement. We want 
to ask a question: Do you understand 
what it means to run a government? 
Without a pressure group like ours, 
I hope many will also come; we are 
going to continue the lamentation. I 
think enough is enough.

The other time we met; you said 
you were in talk with former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo on how 
he may help some of you to be on 
the driver’s seat of governance in 
the country in order to achieve that 
paradigm shift. Has he eventually 
given you his nods?

No. Obasanjo has not given me any 
backing. He just gave me an advice 
that if we want to change Nigeria and 
lamenting about old men governing 
us, we are going to go nowhere. He 
challenged me to come out. So, what 
my exchange with him led me to 
think was this. Because political party 
in the Nigerian context is an impos-
sibility, you need to have resources. 
So, I said to myself that is not likely 
to work! The next best thing to do, 
so that we don’t lament, is to create 
a Movement, because a movement 
does not cause you any money- a 
movement that is mostly driven by 
the social media, it doesn’t really cost 
much. A political party in Nigeria is 
tainted. If I ask about the membership 
base of the APC, you will be surprised 
to know that it is less than one thou-
sand, because they don’t depend on 
members to do things. They depend 
on capturing power. So the move-
ment, to a large extent, is trying to 
address the issue the party could have 
done. It is a structure that is organised 
and that can achieve things.

Assuming you are offered the op-
portunity in one of the political par-
ties to contest on its platform, would 
you accept it? 

No. The Nigerian political space 
is so dirty that if you go into it, you 
get swallowed up. The only way is to 
go through it, which is what we are 
doing now. We must follow the Ma-
cron’s (Emmanuel Macron president 
of France) strategy. He had no party, 
but he won the presidential election. 
He didn’t join any political party 
because if he had joined, he would 
have been constrained by too many 
rules- you don’t do this; you don’t do 
that’. Now, which one will I join, PDP 
or APC? Or to start a party? That is 
impossible.

How can the system be sanitised? 
Compare when you were in the 
trenches and fought the military 
during your active years in the Civil 
Society struggle and the situation 
now; which one is dirtier?

On how to sanitise the system, it is 
by this type of process. We are deter-
mined to see to it that this Movement 
will continue to put pressure on gov-
ernment until they do the right thing. 
On the second leg of the question, it is 
dirtier now to do the fighting. Things 
are worse now. People do not have a 
common enemy as we saw it at that 
time. The military was our common 
enemy then. Today, you can’t trust 
anybody. People are in different camp 
now; you don’t even know who is on 
your side now. I may be talking to you 
as a member of PDP now, the next 
minute you are APC. That makes the 
fight difficult and dirtier. Again, the 
politicians of today can even sell their 
mother for anything.



T
he story of agriculture 
in Nigeria is sad, no 
doubt. The sector has 
been abandoned for 
decades in favour of oil 

dollars which has seen millions of 
smallholder farmers grapple to sur-
vive, lacking access to funds and 
support to improve food produc-
tion. At the same time, the entire 
country has become challenged in 
terms of food security. Even when 
considered conservative, Nigeria’s 
food import bill is estimated at 
5 - 7 billion US dollars, based on 
variations in different data sources 
including the Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, National Bureau of 
Statistics, and the World Bank.

The country’s 2017 budget at 
N7.4 trillion, when converted at 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
exchange rate of N305 to $1, gives 
about $24 billion, and using the 
more realistic parallel market rate 
gives about $20.5 billion. By impli-
cation, food importation alone is 
proportional to about a quarter of 
the annual budget.

In spite of continuous diversi-
fication rhetoric, unavailability of 
adequate funds is often blamed for 
the inability to scale agribusiness in 
Nigeria to match these aspirations.

Frans Ojielu, Global Financial 
Advisor, ICMG Nigeria, expressed 

Tale of a hungry nation where 
agriculture is starved of funds

were 145 PE deals reported in 
Africa over the course of the year, 
amounting to US$3.8bn – versus 
US$2.5bn in 2015 – highlighting 
the robust nature of Africa’s in-
vestment landscape amidst global 
headwinds and worldwide politi-
cal shifts.”

However, from 2011 to 2016, 
West Africa (including Nigeria) 
has attracted only 27 percent of 
private equity deals in the con-
tinent. South Africa alone (as a 
country), attracted 22 percent.

Getting bank loans for the agric 
sector is a challenge which has lim-
ited expansions and improvement 
of productivity. At the same time, it 
appears Nigeria is also faltering in 
adequately tapping from private 
equity investments in Africa.

Ade Adefeko, Vice President, 
Corporate and Government Rela-
tions at Olam Nigeria, remarked 
that “it is becoming increasingly 
difficult for individuals and even 
government to fund agricultural 
ventures particularly processing 
and production plants. Therefore, 
Private Equity/Venture Capital 
firms put in equity after proper 
evaluation and sell after a while 
or hold on depending on their risk 
appetite.”

Ojielu had also said that “the 
current concept of agribusiness 
(science and business aspects of 
agriculture combined) and the de-

velopment of corporate structures 
have positioned operators in the 
sector to access private equity and 
venture capital.”

Even though the possibilities for 
PE/VC firms to invest in Nigerian 
agriculture are considered to be 
improving, the prevailing real-
ity at the moment is that Nigeria’s 
agricultural sector is yet to attract 
as much private equity activity 
which would be significant enough 
to match the country’s potentials 
and national aspirations.

“For a market as big as Nigeria, 
we have not had as much Private 
equity activity as we should,” said 
Kazim Yusuf, CEO, Kord capital, an 
investment advisory firm in Lagos.

As Yusuf observed, inadequate 
private equity activity is a problem 
with Nigeria generally, but “when 
you now move into a sector like 
agriculture, it becomes even 
more problematic, because even 
people with experience invest-
ing in the Nigerian economy 
have challenges with agricul-
ture. The agricultural sector has 
even peculiar challenges.”

Ada Osakwe, Agrolay’s CEO, 
also shared the view that “PE 
has not focused enough on fi-
nancing the agriculture sector 
in Nigeria.”

“Agric is perceived to be un-
viable, as many agricultural 
enterprises are not considered 
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the view that “attaining food suf-
ficiency and security in Nigeria 
and indeed Africa, requires access 
to financing for agricultural de-
velopment. The traditional com-
mercial banking facilities are not 
well suited due to many reasons 
including extensive monitoring 
and evaluation processes required 
by banks for funds deployed.  De-
velopment finance and innovative 
financing in terms of private equity 
and venture capital are required. 

As Ojielu observed, though the 
role of private equity and venture 
capital is well known in Nigeria, 
not much has happened except in 
the technological space where ven-
ture capitalists have assisted tech 
start-ups with promising returns.

Inaccessible bank funds, what 
next, Private Equity?

It has become an anthem for 
many people in the agric sector 
to recite the challenge of funding 
when asked of the problems con-
fronting them.

“I cannot approach banks for 
loan at 30 percent interest rate. 
The Agric intervention funds at 
single-digit interest rate are not 
accessible, they are mere political 
statements,” said Bode Adetoyi, 
chairman, Poultry Association of 
Nigeria (PAN), who also lamented 
that the “poultry industry and 
feed business is already collapsing 
and farms, feed mills are closing 

every day,”
Ada Osakwe, CEO, Agrolay 

Ventures, puts the financial logjam 
in perspective, explaining that 
“In Nigeria’s Agriculture sector, 
securing capital through com-
mercial banks is typically hard 
to access and expensive. In spite 
of the large financing needs of 
agricultural actors, the public and 
private sector have not devoted 
sufficient financial resources for 
impact. Commercial banks lend 
only 5 to 10 percent of their loan 
portfolios to the sector, and focus 
more on sectors they perceive to 
be less risky, like the oil & gas and 
telecoms industries.”

 As Osakwe, one of Nigeria’s 
leading agripreneurs observed, 
even with the introduction of risk 
sharing financing facilities (e.g. 
NIRSAL) to encourage increased 
agricultural lending by commer-
cial banks, these have not been 
widespread enough to make a 
meaningful impact as there con-
tinues to be a general unwilling-
ness of commercial banks to put 
their balance sheets to work in 
the agriculture sector.

Private equity & venture capi-
tal to the rescue or still a mirage?

The African Private Equity 
and Venture Capital Association 
(AVCA) in its Annual African 
Private Equity (PE) report for 
2016, noted that “Overall, there 

CALEB OJEWALE

Source: African Private Equity and Venture Capital Association (AVCA)
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‘investable’ or mature enough 
for PE capital. Instead, like the 
commercial banks, most PE fund 
managers focus on the, telecoms, 
extractive and consumer sec-
tors, which collectively received 
about 60 percent of Africa PE fi-
nancing in 2016,” noted Osakwe, 
who was a Senior Advisor in 
government and participated 
in designing the Fund for Ag-
ricultural Financing in Nige-
ria (FAFIN), a PE fund entirely 
focused on investing in SME 
agribusinesses.

Osakwe offered more per-
spective, explaining that un-
fortunately, with FAFIN and 
other PE funds, their agriculture 
investments are still limited by 
the need to invest in deals with 
a minimum legitimate operating 
history. Most Nigerian agri-
culture enterprises have been 
unstructured, or are really only 
in their early-stages, and so do 
not meet this requirement. Fur-
thermore, many PE funds have 
minimum investment sizes from 
between $10 million and $50 
million, numbers that are far 
above what the majority of Nige-
rian agribusinesses can absorb.

As a result, PE activity is fur-
ther constrained in deploying 
capital because they are unable 
to find the agribusiness transac-
tions that fit their investment 
strategy.

“It is mainly for these rea-
sons that I believe agriculture 
financing should move away 
from PE and bank credit, and 
instead, focus on venture capital, 
whereby investments are made 
in much earlier-stage businesses 
and for smaller ticket sizes. This 
way, available financing will be 
a lot more relevant for the thou-
sands of Nigerian agripreneurs 
in desperate need of funding,” 
Osakwe said.

Opportunities abound, but 
uncertainties make investors 

tries, so that their criteria are 
better tailored to those issues. 
Not coming with generic funds 
from Kenya or South Africa 
where the agricultural sector 
is already relatively developed, 
and expecting that model will 
be adaptable here. It’s not going 
to happen.

“They need to create funds 
that speak to the issues in de-
veloping countries like Nigeria,” 
Williams said.

The view is shared by Agro-
lay’s Osakwe, who also re-
marked that what agriculture in 
Nigeria needs is “patient capital”. 
Whether or not potential inves-
tors will share these views, is yet 
to be seen.

Williams described condi-
tions by PE investors as tough, 
saying they often “request two 
year audited financials, and 
want the company to be setup 
in a certain way. We are talking 
about farms, and they are not 
going to get that. So, limitations 
are already within the criteria 
and also the fact that they are 
coming into an industry where 
agriculture itself has been ne-
glected and suddenly you are 
looking more at Brownfield than 
Greenfield operations.”

Adefeko, Olam’s Vice Presi-
dent, described agriculture as a 
very risky sector particularly in 
the area of crop production and 
the sector needs to be de risked. 
According to him, investors need 
to deploy patient capital and 
have a long term view. In addi-
tion, they need to understand 
the economics and cycles.

“I often tell investors they 
need to understand the econom-
ics of every sector; Aviation 
economics, Telecoms economics, 
and Agricultural economics is no 
different,” said Adefeko.

The limitations in business 
structures, as Nwuneli and 
Yusuf earlier identified, will 
perpetually deny the Nigerian 
agric sector of adequate private 
sector funding, regardless of its 
excuses in terms of neglect over 
the years.

All hope in securing funds 
may not be lost.

Ojielu, ICMG’s Global Finan-
cial Advisor, opined that, “with 
the approval given to Pension 
funds to invest in private equity, 
we envisage a future where there 
will be huge flows to private 
equity that will dovetail to agri-
cultural development projects es-
pecially in the areas of processing 
and scientific application.”

The Securities & Exchange 
Commission in a 2016 report on 
“Trends in private equity mar-
ket”, described PE as an added 
form of diversification for Pen-
sion Fund Administrators (PFAs), 
as the Nigerian stock market 
does not adequately reflect the 
economy, with the absence of 
sectors such as oil and gas (up-
stream), power, telecoms, and 
Agriculture.

The Nigerian market is con-
sidered big enough to attract 
more investments, as it has the 
capacity for multi-billion dollar 
internal growth, added to this; 
it also feeds into the West Afri-
can/Sub-Saharan Africa market, 
a further demonstration of its 
enormous potentials.

operators typically require data 
in order to deploy resources to 
invest in or manage businesses. 
They will look at credit ratings, 
audited accounts, corporate 
governance structure, among 
other criteria and all these will 
influence the investment deci-
sion,” Yusuf said.

Nwuneli also corroborates 
some of the criteria identified 
by Yusuf, saying “If a company 
is interested in raising private 
equity capital, it is paramount 
for it to ensure it actively works 
to strengthen its corporate gov-
ernance. A robust governance 
structure could even enable it to 
secure better valuation pricing 
during investment negotiations.”

Timilehin Olaiwola, a busi-
ness analyst at Investment One 
Vencap, also identified chal-
lenges of PE in gaining traction 
in Nigeria as “Poor information 
aggregation and dissemination 
about agric business.”

According to Olaiwola, “The 
International Institute for tropi-
cal Agriculture (IITA) cannot 
do all the work, we need more 
IITA’s. As investors we need to 
see how profitable the business 
will be but if there is a great deal 
of information gap, then it is 
tough for investors to predict or 
model future performance.”

Other factors include; price 
instability which at times af-
fects the quality of output when 
producers try to save costs; stor-
age capacity, considered to be 
at a nascent stage, hence post-
harvest losses remain huge and 
make the industry unattractive 
to investors.

Agribusinesses advocate ‘Pa-
tient Capital’, Investors require 
standards: An ‘impasse?

At the risk of appearing to 
want an easy way out, fund-
ing agriculture through private 
equity does not appear to be 
straight forward for agribusi-
nesses. The rules which apply 
in structured markets are con-
sidered unrealistic in Nigeria, 
thereby discouraging potential 
investors, as many local busi-
nesses find change hard to ac-
complish in meeting required 
standards. An impasse it seems.

R o t i m i  W i l l i a m s ,  a n 
agripreneur in his 30s, owns 
the 45,000 hectare Kereksuk 
Rice farm, presently, the second 
largest commercial rice farm in 
Nigeria, he said “there is a need 
to have funds that are dedicated 
to the development of Nigeria 
and Africa, and understand the 
challenges in developing coun-

wary
Nigeria, with between 5  and 

7 billion US dollars in food im-
port bill, representing potential 
for revenue if local solutions are 
developed to retain this sum, also 
has over 80 million hectares of 
arable with less than half of it 
under cultivation. The potential 
for growth and steady flow of 
revenue in a consumer driven 
nation of 180 million people, 
with broad influence over the 
rest of the sub-region has been 
underutilised. Nigeria still holds 
very good prospects for invest-
ments given its large untapped 
resources, growth potential 
and substantial infrastructure 
requirements.

Mezuo Nwuneli, managing 
partner, Sahel Capital Agri-
business Managers Ltd, whose 
company recently closed $65.9 
million funding for agriculture 
in Nigeria, identified the poten-
tials for PE in Nigeria, saying “it 
has the ability to provide growth 
capital to selected high-perform-
ing companies to enable them 
rapidly scale-up. Even more 
important than the funding is 
the technical and operational 
support that private equity firms 
can provide companies.”

Osakwe also noted that “Pri-
vate Equity (PE) serves as a 
credible alternative to credit 
from banks, providing an alter-
native source of financing that 
is particularly important for 
companies that seek to thrive 
in markets like Nigeria, where 
access to credit is limited.”

“The PE investments, apart 
from being a good source of 
financing, also provide capital 
leverage that is especially impor-
tant for agricultural companies 
constrained by limited access to 
credit. The equity serves as an es-
sential layer in the capital struc-
ture that then attracts credit for 
further growth,” she said.

One of the characteristics 
of Private Equity that will suit 
agriculture includes being a 
long-term form of investment; 
willing to commit resources and 
expertise to develop a business 
over several years. They are 
also targeted at businesses with 
high growth potentials, a value 
also provided by agriculture, 
especially in Nigeria.

However, data and the lack 
of it, is a problem in Nigeria. 
Often overlooked and the lack 
of it accepted as the norm, data 
is important for investors in 
decision making. But in Nigeria, 
many businesses, particularly 
in the agric sector, are unable to 
meet the due diligence require-
ments to be found attractive by 
PE investors, added to this, poor 
governance structures by many 
agribusinesses.

“Private equity operates in a 
terrain where there is structure 
and process. And that is partly 
why private equity hasn’t grown 
in Nigeria and other unstruc-
tured markets in Africa,” noted 
Yusuf, Kord Capital’s CEO.

“Private equity functions 
where there is enough data to 
work on because private equity 

Source: IFLR.com, Udo Udoma & Bello-Osagie, 2017 Mergers and Aquisitions Report  for Nigeria

I cannot approach banks for loan at 30 percent 

interest rate. The Agric intervention funds at 

single-digit interest rate are not accessible, they 

are mere political statements,” said Bode Adetoyi, 

chairman, Poultry Association of Nigeria (PAN), 

who also lamented that the “poultry industry and 

feed business is already collapsing and farms, feed 

mills are closing every day



S
tanbic IBTC has been involved 
with most of  the big ticket 
financing deals in Nigeria in 
the last few years. What would 
you say is behind the confi-
dence corporates and even the 

Federal Government reposes in Stanbic 
IBTC when it comes to debt or equity 
transactions in Nigeria?

I think the most important character-
istics that have endeared us to our clients 
are our Integrity, professionalism and 
painstaking execution capabilities. For us, 
it is important that clients derive utmost 
value first before any other consideration.  
We are Nigeria’s largest Stockbroking 
firm in terms of transaction value from 
2006 to 2016 (2017 current market share 
of 15%) while also leading the transaction 
volume chart in 2013 and 2014. The fact 
that we are supported by high quality 
research and have franchise capabilities 
across and beyond the continent due to 
our relationship with our parent company 
is significant advantage.

How significant was SISL’s operation 
and performance in Q1 & Q2 2017 to 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings PLC’s stellar per-
formance recorded in its half-year 2017 
financial results?

SISL as one of the major subsidiaries 
allows Stanbic IBTC Holdings to present 
end to end financial capabilities to the 
clients which has b e en an imp ortant 
consideration for them in passing their 
transactions through the group.

Data obtained from the NSE showed 
that 10 stockbroking firms led by SISL, 
traded 70.71 per cent of the total value 
of stocks exchanged in eight months and 
46.28 per cent in terms of volume. Spe-
cifically, Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers led 
in value terms, trading N299.592 billion, 
which is 19.61 per cent. To what would 
you attribute this laudable achievement?

Our reputation for excellence is unri-
valled, excellence in execution, research, 
sales and in s ourcing for block flows. 
When clients know that you can deliver 
value to them as a company, they natural-
ly gravitate towards you. We do not only 
seek to execute transactions, it is more 
important to build quality relationships 
with our clients and other stakeholders.

Nigeria is officially out of recession, 
firstly as an organization, what are you 
doing to raise investor confidence and 
collectively as a nation what should we 
be doing now to attract investors?

We will continue to engage investors 
on the value that is in Nigeria as they 
can still get very good returns on their 
investment. The economy witnessed a 
significant improvement in the macro-
economic fundamentals in 2017 as we 
have recorded consistent monthly drop 
in inflation from 18.72% in January 2017 
to 16.01% in August 2017 due to base year 
effect. We have also had improvement in 
FX liquidity due to the new Investors & 
Exporters (I&E) FX window introduced by 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) during the 
year. We saw significant improvement 

in volume of transactions executed in 
the equities market as well as the fixed 
income market. The intervention of the 
CBN in the capital market has helped in 
bringing Foreign Portfolio Investments 
(FPIs) into the country.

 What advice will you have for some-
one who wishes to invest in Nigeria now?

My advice to investors is that they 
should consider valuation of the com-
panies and take advantage of the un-
dervalued stocks on the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange. We have several quality stocks 
that pay good dividend and offer capital 
appreciation which are attractive at the 
current levels.

Diversification is also very important 
for investors to maintain a balanced 
portfolio.

The listing of major companies, par-
ticularly in the oil and gas, power and 
telecoms sectors, on the Nigerian Stock 
E xc h a n g e  h a s  re m a i n e d  a  m at t e r  o f 
intractable debate, with both sides of-
fering strong arguments that appear to 
have stalemated the issue. What role can 
market operators like you play to break 
the deadlock and possibly encourage the 

targeted companies to quote on the local 
bourse? 

The market can support the govern-
ment’s financing efforts by raising capi-
tal for infrastructural projects through 
primary issues and public offerings. The 
major point here is capital whether for 
expansion or for diversification or even 
taking on new projects- that is what the 
Stock market provides. Companies that 
have a good business model and a good 
track re c ord of profitability over the 
years, investors will want to be part of 
such businesses. The challenge we now 
have to take on as market operators is 
identifying thos e c ompanies ,  engage 
them and intimate them of how the Ni-
gerian stock market can both create more 
liquidity and value for their business. I 
must mention that although the operat-
ing environment is quite challenging at 
the moment for most businesses in those 
sectors. There has to be a really compel-
ling story for the companies wishing to 
list on the exchange to get their desired 
level of liquidity.

The capital  market is  expected to 
play a major role in helping government 

finance a huge budget deficit this year. 
Considering the general apathy in the 
market, particularly by foreign inves-
tors, how well can the market support 
government’s financing efforts?

The federal government has always 
and will continue to tap into the fixed in-
come market as a way of providing funds 
and finances to fund a budget deficit. We 
believe that the domestic pension funds 
and other investors have sufficient capac-
ity to support government’s bond issues. 
Issuing project related bonds would also 
be an avenue to raise funds to plug the 
budget deficit in our view. This will how-
ever have to be looked at from a contract 
sanctity perspective. On the equity side 
of the capital market space, one way to 
fund the government deficit is by getting 
some of the properly-run government 
agencies to list on the exchange. Take for 
example NNPC listing on The Exchange 
or p erhaps the National Communica-
tions Commission (NCC). The power of 
sovereignty alone could be compelling 
enough for investors to invest and hence 
for the government to source the liquid-
ity it requires.

What are some of the key lessons 
gleaned from the just concluded 2017 
Standard Bank East to West Africa Inves-
tors’ Conference?

One of the most important lessons is 
that Nigeria is very key to investors look-
ing at investing in Africa, the potential 
that the country has to offer is not in 
doubt, it is just important for them that 
the right policies are put in place.

Another lesson is that companies that 
are perceived to be quality organisations 
in terms of efficiency, corporate gover-
nance, effectiveness and client -centricity 
will always be of interest to investors.

Opportunities are still available in the 
stock market especially for long term 
investors.

SISL is the leading stockbroking firm 
in Nigeria, what goals and targets are you 
setting for yourself over the next two to 
three years?

Yes we have c onsistently b e en the 
market leader in the Stockbroking space 
over the last couple of years. Just like the 
brand we represent, we aspire to continue 
to be the market leader. For us, it is impor-
tant to rebuild retail investor confidence 
in the Nigerian equities markets; our goal 
is to continue to use technology to drive 
this. We are committed to taking partici-
pation in the market to each household 
in Nigeria b e caus e empirically,  it  has 
been proven that the returns of the equi-
ties market over the long term is usually 
higher than the fixed income returns.

We will also continue to partner with 
The Securities and Exchange Commission 
and The Nigerian Stock Exchange to de-
liver on the development of the market. 
It is important for us also to continue to 
deploy the capabilities within the broader 
group and relationship with our parent 
company to introduce new products to 
the market.
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‘Diversification is very important for 
investors to maintain balanced portfolio’

BusinessInterview
SUNDAYBD 

Titi Ogungbesan,  CEO, Stanbic IBTC Stockbrokers Limited, in this interview spoke on the firm’s impressive performance recorded on the 
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE), between January and August 2017, the need to sustain investor confidence, the role of market operators 
in attracting investors to the market, and other issues. Excerpt:

Titi Ogungbesan
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ity and CSR works, there 
would be peace in the Niger 
Delta.”

They posited that Dan-
gote Cement has adhered 
to the Local Content policy, 
and has even gone ahead to 
train Nigerian young engi-
neers at its Academy.

In his response, Plant 
Director of the Dangote Ce-
ment Obajana, JV Gungune 
said the capacity of the plant 
would soon be upgraded, as-
suring that more jobs would 
be created for Nigerians.

The lawmakers are 
billed to visit other plants 
of Dangote Group in some 
parts of the country.

Other House of Rep-
resentatives members on 
the visit include Ogbene 
Ego, Darematics Ombuga-
du, Hassan Saleh, Sunday 
Karimi, Muhammad Umar 
Jega, Olatunji Shoyinka, 
Joseph Bamghose, Saheed 
Fijabi, Kehinde Agboola, 
Abiodun Olasupo, Aminu 
Tukur, Zakariya Galadima 
and Ete Mbora.

Dangote Obajana cement plant 
surpassed expectations – Reps
VIctORIA NNAKIAIKE, Lokoja 

M
embers of 
the House 
of Repre-
sentatives 
C o m m i t -

tee on Local Content who 
were on tour of the huge Ce-
ment Plant in Kogi State last 
Wednesday visited Dangote 
Cement Plant, Obajana.

The lawmakers disclosed 
that the Dangote Cement 
Plant at Obajana surpassed 
their expectations on adher-
ence to Local Content, add-
ing that they were shocked 
by the facility at the factory, 
describing the factory as a 
must-see plant for all Nige-
rians.

The Representatives 
members were apparently 
surprised by the 13.25mil-
lion metric-ton cement 
plant capacity which they 
described as shocking.

Speaking on behalf of the 
15 lawmakers who visited 
the plant, Emmanuel Ekon, 
chairman of the committee, 
said: “My view about Oba-
jana Cement Plant is a little 
shocking; shocking in the 
sense that what we saw on 
ground actually surpassed 
expectations.”

Ekong further said that 
Obajana Cement Plant “is 

a must-see plant for every 
Nigerian. This was a great 
vision that has materialised 
into reality. How we wish 
other very wealthy Nige-
rians can emulate Aliko 
Dangote.”

Deputy Chairman of 
the Committee, Suleiman 
Yahyah Kwande, said: “We 
are very impressed with 
what we saw on ground. I 
wish we have more inves-
tors like Aliko Dangote. I 
think if the IOCs can take 
a cue from Dangote’s char-

C
h u k s  S h o p p i n g 
Mall, a replica of a 
Shoprite, has been 
opened in Lokoja, 

Kogi State.
Speaking during the 

commissioning, Nicholas 
Ofodile, the CEO/managing 
director of Chuks Conglom-
erate, pleaded with the state 
government to give him 
some tax waiver.

Arike Folashade Ayoade, 
secretary to the State Gov-
ernment, represented Gov-
ernor Yahaya Bello at the 
commissioning of the mall.

In her remarks, Ayoade 
said Chuks Shopping Mall 
was adding value to the 
economic development of 
Kogi State.

She described the shop-
ping mall as an edifice that 
stands out in the city of 
Lokoja, as she prayed that 
Nicholas Ofodile, the CEO/
managing director of Chuks 
Conglomerate, will reap the 
benefit of his work, adding 
that the state government 
will support the mall.

The Secretary to the State 

Entrepreneur wants tax rebate from Kogi government as shopping mall is commissioned
Government equally urged 
other investors to come and 
invest in Kogi free of charge, 
maintaining that with the 
elevation in Chuks Conglom-
erate, his tax has equally 
changed.

Speaking shortly after 
the commissioning of the 
shopping mall, Ofodile said 
a lot of things motivated him 
to go into the project in Kogi, 
positing that he likes to do 
things in a unique way as he 
has made his own contribu-
tion in the development of 
the economy of the Conflu-
ence state.

Ofodile said that the state 
government has provided an 
enabling environment for 
him to do business but plead-
ed for its support, adding that 
once they give him support 
he is ready to do more.

Speaking on the issue of 
tax, Ofodile said he took loan 
from the bank to put up the 
edifice and the stocks, while 
pleading with the govern-
ment to “have mercy on him.

“But on the tax issue, gov-
ernment should have mercy 
on me because I know tax is 
coming because government 
has said it. I know am ready to 

pay on my own quota for the 
development of Kogi State, 
but let them bear in mind 
that whatever thing that is 

VIctORIA NNAKIAIKE 

Lagos, World Bank partner to create 315 
young, women agric entrepreneurs  

I
n line with its job cre-
ation drive, the Lagos 
State Government has 
in partnership with the 

World Bank, built crop 
of young and women en-
trepreneurs through its 
just concluded Commercial 
Agricultural Development 
Programme (CADP).

C A D P,  w h i c h  w a s 
launched in 2009, was a 
World Bank assisted proj-
ect designed to support 
small and medium scale 
commercial farmers in 
five particicpating states 
including Cross Rivers, Ka-
duna, Kano, Enugu and La-
gos States, geared towards 
helping the participating 
states to strengthen their 
agricultural production, 
processing and marketed 
outputs.

Speaking at a media 
parley held in Lagos on 
Thursday as part of the 
CADP closing ceremony, 
Olayinka Onasanya, per-
manent secretary, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Lagos State, 
said that the project which 
commenced in 2009, cre-
ated beneficiers in poultary, 
rice and aqua cultuture 
value chains.  

Onasanya, who was 
represented by Bolaji Ba-
logun, said that Lagos State 
government bought into 
the project with the deter-
mination to build crop of 
young farmers to takeover 

farming from the current 
aging farmers in the state.

According to him, some 
farmers, who benefited 
from the programme, have 
been exporting their pro-
duce especially smoked 
fish to countries like United 
States, United Kingdom and 
Dubai.      

Earlier in his welcome ad-
dress, Kehinde Ogunyinka, 
Lagos State CADP project 
coordinator, said that prior 
to the CADP, many youths 
were roaming the streets 
joblessly, but the coming 
of CADP has taken many 
women and youths off the 
streets.

He said that the pro-
gramme has continued to 
ensure that many more 
youths were directly in-
directly employed under 
the programme because by 
creating jobs for the benefi-
ciers, many others would be 
employed to earn a living in 
their businesses.

“The programme was 
introduced to Lagos State 
by World Bank and the state 
bought into the programme 
because it is in line with its 
job creation initiative. And 
we have about 315 benefic-
iers,” he said.   

Statistics show that the 
project implementation in 
Lagos State was carried out 
in two batches with the first 
batch having 55 beneficia-
ries while the second batch 
had a total of 260 beneficia-
ries, totaling to 315 beneficia-
ries in all.   

L-R: Olajide Zeitlin, chairman, board of directors, Nigeria Sovereign Investment Authority; Oscar N. Onyema, chief executive officer, Nigeria 
Stock Exchange; UK Eke, MFR, GMD FBNHoldings; Oba Otudeko, CFR, group chairman, FBNHoldings;  Uche Sampson Ogah, managing 
director, Master Energy Group at the funeral rites of Madam Ahudiya K. U. Eke, mother of UK. Eke, held in Abiriba, Abia State…recently.  

stocked here is being sup-
plied by the companies on 
credit. So I am still going to 
offset the bills”.

Ofodile, who said he has 
spent 38 years in Kogi State 
serving the people, urged 
his customers not to relent 

in patronising him, saying 
the new shopping mall was 
built to add to their taste and 
pleasure.
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N
o doubt it is glaring that 
the year is gradually 
coming to an end. It has 
been quite a challeng-
ing year. Although the 

exchange rate improved, food prices 
remained significantly high, many 
states owed salaries , president was 
absent, corruption in high places, 
unstable political terrain , terrorist 
activities, to mention a few. Indeed 
it has been a roller coaster ride for 
many, as goals are yet unmet, hopes 
dashed and several losses. It leaves 
many wondering if there is really 
any cause to be grateful to God.

If you think that there is noth-
ing to be grateful to God for, then 
remember that the fact that you 
are reading this is a proof that you 
have reason to be grateful. This is 
because you are not only alive and 
kicking, but you also have a sound 
mind which can recognize and pro-
cess data. It implies that you are also 
among the few who are qualified to 
be optimistic about the New Year.

It is no news that the events in 

Gratitude – The strength for tomorrow
the world did more damage than 
good in the lives, businesses and 
careers of many. Most are lost out 
on what next to do. There are many 
business casualties either in the 
hospital or on their way there. It 
does not matter how you feel about 
this year, you and I have many 
things to be grateful to God for. 
We can dream again, we can hope 
again, we can conquer again, we 
can fight again. Our retreat cannot 
be equated to “surrenderedness”. 
They may have seen our white 
flag but it does not mean we quit. 
That we put in our best and it did 
not turn out as expected does not 
make us failures. People that loose 
hope are ingrates, because they are 
not thoughtful and are blinded to 
what is working around them, fo-
cusing only on the challenges. Such 
people in times like this may never 
rise again because their view of life 
is myopic. They only hope and live 
for today, and are oblivious of the 
good that tomorrow brings. It never 
occurred to them that the mere fact 
that they lived up till this moment is 
proof positive that they are blessed.

And how dare you put a cap 
on the operations of the power of 
God in your affairs by concluding 
that the year is over, that as a result 
nothing good could come out of the 
remaining days of the year? What 
you don’t know is that God created 
time but lives outside of time. The 
time of your visitation by God is 
not dependent on the calendar of 

the year, it is dependent on your un-
flinching faith in the ability of God 
to come through for you whether 
in January or December. You dare 
not lose hope or throw in the towel 
otherwise you forsake your mercy 
(Jonah 2:8).

Your ability to give thanks in 
times like this is a proof of your 
belief in a better tomorrow, better 
opportunity and in the power of 
God. There is no option for failure in 
our agenda for the future. We must 
be resolute in our mind that it can 
only get better. We should not even 
accord ourselves the opportunity of 
thinking otherwise. When we give 
thanks and are grateful we open 
ourselves up to the supernatural 
act of God. We prepare ourselves 
for the multidimensional acts of 
God in our business and career that 
would both astound us as well as 
the people watching.

This is no time to be discouraged 
or give in to despair; this is the time 
for every hanging hands to be lifted 
and feeble knees to stand straight. 
This is the BEST time to let the devil 
know that this supposed setbacks 
and challenges encountered this 
year alone, has become our step-
ping stone to new dimension of 
God’s favor, new ideas we would 
never have thought about. Please 
arise with a song of thanksgiving 
in your mouth and a heart full of 
gratitude praising our saviour. We 
do have reasons to be grateful.

Remain blessed

T
he mortgage industry 
in Nigeria seems to be 
in perpetual growth 
challenge that has kept 
its contribution to the 

gross domestic product (GDP) 
at a level that is just ridiculous. 
Though many factors have been 
fingered for this slow growth, 
not much is heard about lack of 
investment in the industry to 
bring about the needed growth.

 In advanced economies of the 
world, the mortgage industry 
makes significant contribution 
to economic development, but in 
Nigeria, this is not the case. Mort-
gage finance as a percentage of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) till 
date is as low as 0.5 percent which 
is several steps behind other 
economies including Mexico, 
Malaysia and South Africa where 
mortgage contributions to GDP 
are as high 10 percent, 25 percent 
and 29 percent respectively.

 However, notwithstanding 
the industry’s low contribution to 
GDP coupled with the challeng-
ing business environment in Ni-
geria, the industry has all the po-
tential to stimulate the economy 
when all the obstacles inhibiting 
its growth are removed.

 The relative newness of the 
mortgage industry, lack of un-
derstanding of its dynamics and 
operational models by many Ni-
gerians, and poor appreciation of 

investing in mortgage 
industry to grow economy

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

cHUKA UroKo
the need and the ultimate benefits 
of keeping money in a mortgage 
bank are some of the militating 
factors.

 But an economy like Nigeria’s 
can benefit a lot from a flourish-
ing mortgage industry as it will 
help in directing the economy in 
the desired direction. As part of 
efforts at growing the economy, 
government can make the neces-
sary investment aimed to grow 
the industry. Enabling policies 
should also be put in place, lead-
ing to reduced high interest rate 
that can encourage more people 
to embrace mortgage loans.

 On account of the identi-
fied obstacles, many primary 
mortgage banks (PMBs) are go-
ing through very difficult times, 
such that some are not  able to 
meet loan applications from home 
seekers.

 “If government pays closer at-
tention to the PMBs by removing 
some of the obstacles that they 
have such as the drawbacks of 
the Land Use Act of 1978 which 
rests land ownership rights on 
the state governors, the right to 
easily foreclose on delinquent 
borrowers, ease of creating a 
legal mortgage and perfecting 
titles and the ease of falling back 
on one’s collateral to recover bad 
loan etc, the industry will surely 
improve tremendously”, a mort-
gage operator argues.

 The operator, who does not 
want to be named, insists that 
until all these issues are resolved 
in a way that encourages the 
provider of capital, in this case, 
the mortgage bank, to give out 
loans, the sector will not grow as 
desired.

 He hopes that when these ob-
stacles are removed, the supplier 
effect of mortgage will allocate 
more funds towards the provi-
sion of home loans while home 
buyers will better appreciate the 
implication of prompt interest 
and capital repayments as well 
as ensure discipline on the part 
of the people.

 Some finance experts argue 
that limiting a mortgage institu-
tion to a fixed capital base of, say 
N10 billion, is wrong because 
that amount is too meager; even 
N100 billion is also meager given 
the kind of projects they are to 
finance.

 For this reason, the federal 
government needs to come in, 
look at what is happening in other 
civilized world and copy because, 
these days, “copying is no longer 
an act of deception but actually 
something that is done even in 
the civilized world”, says Okika 
Ekwem, a US-based realtor.

 In the advanced economies 
like US and UK, Ekwem informs 
that there is a secondary market 
for real estate financing where 

commercial banks or individual 
brokerage banks lend money to 
people and thereafter sell the 
securitized certificate to the sec-
ondary market and come back 
again to lend to individuals.

 Mortgage industry growth 
that can impact the economy, 
according to Meckson Innocent 
Okoro, is possible if the Federal 
Mortgage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) 
plays the role of a regulator while 
the federal government, through 
the CBN, should empower the 
PMBs.  To have a viable mortgage 
industry that can have significant 
impact on the economy, more 
PMBs have to be licensed such 
that there could be as many as 
40 in each of the big cities, while 
each of the smaller cities could get 
as many as 10.

 This is to discourage the con-
centration of these banks in 
urban centres and when this is 
done, access to housing finance 
will be increased. The PMBs must 
be positioned to champion the 
whole issue of affordable or social 
housing for the low income earn-
ers in the country.

 Mortgage finance as it is today, 
is not particularly established as a 
structure and as it exists in devel-
oped economies. The culture of 
mortgage finance is just gradually 
catching on with Nigerians and 
mortgage is financed the same 
way as every other commercial 
financing.

 It is curious that after the re-
capitalization and consolidation 
of the PMBs, Nigerians are yet to 
feel the impact in the economy. 
As at today, the interest rate as it is 
cannot mobilize the industry and 
the situation is such that even at 
10 percent, the level of income in 
the country cannot still support 
mortgage growth.

 At a time in this country when 
the economy and the financial 
system were highly regulated, 
there was different interest rates 
structure for different sectors 
of the economy and within that 
period, lending to the housing 
sector was as low as seven to eight 
percent which underscored the 
importance attached to the sec-
tor and the government needs to 
look into this.

Association of foodstuff 
traders in Lagos elects 
new leaders

T
he Otto Food Stuff Trad-
ers Association in Lagos 
has elected new leaders 
to steer the affairs of the 

organisation for the next four 
years.        

The election saw Uche Og-
bonna elected as Chairman with 
165 votes, beating two other 
contenders while Christopher 
Nwoke emerged as secretary, de-
feating Ogbonaya Unna. Donatus 
Agan Igbonna emerged as the 
treasurer and Chukwu Okike as 
the provost.

In his acceptance speech, 
Ogbonna, the newly elected 
chairman, appreciated the entire 
members for standing by his am-
bition to transform the associa-
tion. “Let me emphasis here that 
I am loyal to the Union and will 
be open to advice from my pre-
decessor and every member of 
the association. I want to assure 

you that by the next four years, 
with your support, we would 
have moved the association to 
the next level with the help of 
God,” said Ogbonna.                                       

Emmanuel Awam, outgoing 
vice chairman, expressed be-
lief that the new chairman will 
change the face of the associa-
tion with his level of education 
and connection, while the Gen-
eral Secretary added that the new 
chairman’s plan to empower the 
members is a welcome develop-
ment, and every member looks 
forward to it.

Igwe Ajaude, the Electoral 
Chairman, on his part, described 
the election as one of the most 
free and fair in the association’s 
history, appreciating the outing 
going executive members for 
giving him the opportunity to 
preside over the election.
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Lessons from Satsys Global, a food equipment company

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

I
t always pays to identify 
one’s driving passion early 
in life, be positioned in an 
enabling environment to 
maximise its benefits and 

be driven by a global vision. An-
other salient factor in a highly 
competitive food market as 
Nigeria parades is to find a need, 
meet such and carve a niche 
for oneself or the company in 
question. These attributes are 
precisely what define the brain 
and mechanisms behind Satsys 
Global Company Nigeria Ltd, 
which was incorporated in Ni-
geria in 2002.

What struck me as quite 
unique in my encounter with 
the soft-spoken and self-ef-
facing Prince Segun Oyinlola, 
managing director/CEO of the 
company is the ability to see 
the opportunities available in 

an aspect of Nigeria’s food indus-
try, many others never thought 
about. That is in the marketing 
of kitchen, eatery, bakery, in-
dustrial freezing and industrial 
telefon coating equipment. But 
that is not all there is to Satsys 
Global.

In addition, the company 
provides after sales service by its 
well-trained engineers available 
any time its services are needed, 
all round the week. It consults 
and helps clients in setting up 
bakeries, eateries, supermarket, 
and hotel kitchen department. It 
does this by giving professional 
advice on how to run and main-
tain their bakeries, eateries and 
hotel for better product quality. 
In effect, this increases produc-
tivity and saves down time to 
maximize profit.

The obvious question is to 
find out what gave him the in-
spiration to make a foray into 
this business?

“I started my career with the 
renowned IBM international as 
an IT specialist in Dublin, where I 
worked for a period of four years 
and resigned as a senior manager 
and top management staff of the 
company, he said.

According to him, “I later 
moved to Nigeria because my 
service was required to run a 
family business. I joined the 
popular Macadam Baking Sys-
tems Ltd as the executive direc-
tor. I am also a board member of 
three other different companies 
in Nigeria”.

 One has observed that Satsys 
global company Nigeria limited 
is into partnerships with some 
foreign companies. One wanted 
to know more about these com-
panies. In his response Oyinlola 
stated: “Yes, we are into part-
nerships with some companies 
because they are the best in 
their fields of specialisation. 
They were carefully chosen. For 
instance, the company is an af-
filiate of Venturas Kitchen South 
Africa, Mac pan Baking Equip-
ment in Italy and Advanced 
Exercise Equipment in Colorado, 
with over 15 years experience 
in the Nigeria. They are specifi-
cally focused on the design and 
production of bakery, kitchen, 
industrial freezing industries 
and Teflon treating for baking 
in Nigeria. Apart from the food 
industry they into the design, 
selection and production of gym 
equipment. For how long has the 
company been in existence and 
how has the experience being? 
Oyinlola stated that: “Satsys 
global company Nigeria limited 
has been in existence for over 
15years with its main focus to 
revolutionize kitchen, bakery, 
industrial freezing industries 
with quality service. We also 
want to position her operations 
more into hinterland, where 
there is much volume, low com-
petition, appreciable patronage 
and high market potentials un-
known to many investors.

“In fact, I am delighted to in-
form you that Satsys global com-

pany Nigeria limited is the lead-
ing supplier of baking, kitchen 
and confectionaries equipment 
in Nigeria with over 70percent 
domination and coverage of the 
market. Today, the company 
is a resounding success in the 
industry; it is unequivocally the 
preferred choice of bakers, eat-
ery, restaurant, caterers and ho-
tels. The company has achieved 
some land marks and great 
success, aside from the niche it 
has carved for itself in a volatile 
Nigeria market as evident in the 
attached client base.”

There has been the issue of 
economic recession and the chal-
lenge of prospective investors 
not having access to adequate 
funds to give life to their dreams. 
On this Oyinlola stated that: 
“Due to the capital intensiveness 
of up grading or establishing 
the business, we can and we do 
arrange financial facilities for 
our clients in conjunction with 
financial organisations and other 
relevant industries”.

Amongst the kitchen equip-
ment available are the display 
case, chillers, vegetable chill-
ers, microwave oven, weigh-
ing scales and double chicken 
griller. Others are automatic 
slicer, freezers, dishwasher with 
FX800-150 racks per hour, fryers 
and plate store.

 The eatery/ confectionary 
equipment available are differ-
ent Mac pan baking equipment 
ranging from those with 4 decks- 
3 pans oven complete with legs, 

wheels, glass door and light with 
steam to Mac pans pastry shelter. 
The company also boasts of a va-
riety of bakery equipment such 
as curved glass refrigerators, 
general cold room, Jumbo island 
line up, solid sided jumbo island 
freezer and butchery/bakery 
freezer.

It provides turn-key solutions 
including the provision of floor 
equipment and fitness accesso-
ries. It assists in equipment selec-
tion, delivery and installation, 
general service and preventive 
maintenance.

So far, it has enjoyed good 
patronage from the major play-
ers in the hospitality industry 
such as Lagos Intercontinental 
Hotel, Crown plaza Hotel, Shop-
rite and Southern Sun Hotels. In 
the food industry well known 
companies such as Multitrex 
Integrated Foods Nig. Ltd, Rite 
foods Ltd, UAC and UTC Foods, 
Master Bakery and Cadbury are 
amongst its prized clients.

 As Oyinlola rightly puts 
it, the success so far recorded 
by Satsys Global Nigeria Ltd is 
because of its corporate vision, 
thrust and impetus for satisfac-
tory performance in operations 
to all its customers.

Said he: “Whatever we have 
achieved could be traced to the 
support given by our manufac-
turer and our Board of Directors.”

Is a big change underway in global capitalism? An interview with prominent short-seller- Jim Chanos (2)
China — are these the harbingers of 
something bigger? Or are they just 
a coincidence?  The ground seems 
to be fertile for things to change 
globally. If so, does this give rise to 
a more nationalistic, protectionist, 
statist scenario?  Are labor prices 
going to go up again? Are we going 
to tax capital and emphasize wages?

 We’ll see…
 Interviewer: Going back to 

Trump’s promise to bring jobs back 
to the U.S. — can the government 
even do that?

 JC: In the case of the ’30s, you 
had massive public works spend-
ing and government spending, so 
you created construction workers. 
But on that front, we’re not going 
to compete anymore, as the Carrier 
guy said. Mexican labor is $3 an 
hour. No amount of retraining for a 
lower-skilled assembly job is going 
to change that. The only thing that 
will replace that Mexican worker 
himself is a robot. And a robot is 
infinitely cheaper than even the 
cheapest labor.

 Surveys show that there are jobs 
open in the economy, but there’s 
just not a skill level to fill all of them. 
Our problem is the displacement 
in things like mining, assembly, 
low-end manufacturing – that’s 
where the job losses have occurred. 
It is just very hard under almost 
any scenario no matter what your 
politics are to see where those jobs 
are going to come back.

 To the extent that you have 
wholesale, large, construction-

like projects, then you will put 
people to work at relatively high 
rates, but the jobs are episodic 
and not necessarily career paths. 
When I was making $14 an hour 
working steel in Milwaukee in 
the summers in college, a steel 
worker could basically say, “all 
right, as long as I understand 
that I’m going to work in this fac-
tory, I can have a nice living for 
my family.” Those jobs are gone. 
The plants closed. So the whole 
idea that someone can now say, 
“I can work in the Carrier plant 
for $20 an hour and be assured of 
a job for life and security and put 
my kids through college” — that 
doesn’t exist anymore.

 That’s where the problem and 
discontent will come — when 
you’ve sold that dream and it 
doesn’t happen. In that scenario, 
Trump begins to have a pretty short 
honeymoon.

 Interviewer: You’ve long been 
linked with China. What do you 
make of the positions of China 
and the U.S. in the international 
economy, and how do you think 
they’re changing?

 JC: To me, the rise of Xi Jinping 
is a big event still underestimated 
in the global political economy. He 
is more of a personality than either 
Deng Xiaoping or Mao Zedong, cer-
tainly higher in stature internally 
than his predecessors. He is not 
first among equals in the Politburo 
Standing Committee — he’s first. 
This goes along with the theory 

about the rise of nationalists such 
at Putin in Russia. Xi Jinping is also 
a nationalist. He talks about the 
China Dream, China getting back 
to past glories, and not exporting 
communism. What you would 
have heard Mao say.

 He’s a member the Chinese 
Communist Party, but the Party 
exists now as a political apparatus, 
not an ideology. China would not 
have the type of capitalism it has 
today if this were not the case. So 
these are not Marxist-Leninists, but 
rather just a fantastic single party 
in control. We have to understand 
it in that light.

 China is increasingly a geo-
strategic rival. In the past, China 
looked toward protecting what it 
had — making claims on Taiwan 
and Tibet and ancillary areas, but 
the Chinese were really content not 
to compete in the global Cold War 
between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. Now we have this 
multi-polar world, and China sees 
itself clearly as the prime actor in 
the Pacific willing to fill any vacuum 
that the United States begins to pull 
away from.

 Xi Jinping comes in and im-
mediately he rewrites the passport 
maps. He sets the air traffic and 
extends the air defense zones. More 
ominously, he begins to militarize 
the South China Sea, and puts 
military bases on the islands, which 
alarms pretty much everybody. 
(And yet if you look at a map of 
the Pacific, the only country that 

really needs to traverse the South 
China Sea is China itself —oil going 
from the Middle East to Japan goes 
around it. The South China Sea is 
symbolic more than it is geostra-
tegic).

 I think, however, that Trump 
has decided that China makes a con-
venient media punching bag. You 
can claim that China took your jobs 
and China is a bogeyman. It seems 
to me that president-elect Trump 
does best when he has someone to 
fight against. However, the broader 
issue will be that foreign policy 
and national security events have 
a whole different dynamic than 
beating up on a defense contractor 
for an air conditioning plant.

 What will be the ramifica-
tions? How will China react? 
What do you do about countries 
like the Philippines that are in 
the middle — a country that has 
elected its own interesting presi-
dent, someone who seems to want 
to embrace China after decades of 
being staunchly a U.S. ally? What 
does this do for Japan? Japan itself 
has a nationalist, Shinzo Abe, who 
wants to increase military spend-
ing and take off the yoke of the 
Japanese constitution block on an 
expanded military.

 There are many questions, but 
whatever you might think, China 
and Japan, while big trading part-
ners, are not the best of friends in 
that neighborhood. Finally you’ve 
got the wacky guy in North Korea. 
What’s he going to do?

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

IdeaS 

T
he period from the late 
1970s to 1980 changed all 
that. You had Thatcher 
and the U.K. and Reagan 

in the U.S. Mao died in 1976, the 
Solidarity movement in Poland 
began in 1978, and the Soviet Union 
peaked in power in 1979. You saw 
that the pendulum had gone too far 
and now we’re going to cut taxes 
on capital, we’re going to be more 
globalistic, and trade was going to 
improve. Since then, capital has 
risen and assets have done better 
than labor. Taxes have been light 
on financial assets and heavy on 
labour. Everything was reversed 
on its head.

 If we look at the events of 2016 
— Brexit, the Italian referendum, 
Trump, and the rise of nationalist 
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Advertising industry not working at pace 
with changes in environment - Adisa

How would you assess the 
business environment in the 
outgoing 2017 and what are your 
projections for 2018?

M
arketing commu-
nication industry 
operates within 
Nigeria and eco-
nomically, this has 

been a very tough year for the 
country.  We have been told that 
we are out of recession, but we 
know that there are a lot of people 
who are finding it difficult to make 
ends meet. If our clients don’t have 
it easy, it would also be tough for 
us in the advertising industry. We 
have seen the pains clients went 
through, especially with issue 
of forex and other matters. You 
need to be thankful if you are 
fortunate to have clients who are 
still in business. Those clients who 
are in business are looking for real 
value and people who can make 
a difference in the life of their 
brands. In a recession, every kobo 
matters more than ever before and 
we have to justify why we want 
to be retained in any business. 
With the easing of recession and 
forex in this last quarter, there is 
optimism than before and based 
on that I believe that 2018 would 
be a better year for marketing 
communication industry. Again, 
some work for the 2019 election 
would be done in 2018.

This economic tough time 
comes periodically, what are 
those measures you would sug-
gest for IMC to hedge it next time. 
Are mergers and acquisitions a 
solution?

It is good you alluded to merg-
ers and acquisitions but it is not the 
only solutions to what we are deal-
ing with. Again, part of reasons 
for mergers is for strength, lever-
aging opportunities and peculiar 
strengths. You can’t merge for the 
sake of it. I think what is critical is 
for individual businesses to look 

inward and see how they would 
evolve. Our industry is not work-
ing at pace with changes in our 
environment. For instance, there 
was a PwC report on expected 
value of entertainment and media 
world for the next 3 years which 
was huge but how much of that is 
being leveraged by practitioners 
in our industry. We engage in sto-
rytelling, but what are we doing to 
expand the scope of our influence 
to content development, digital etc.

The economic key growth 
driver now is increase in oil price, 
is it a concern to you should any-
thing happen to global oil price?

It’s a concern for everybody 
who is operating in this economy. 
We have been on this for a long 
time as a country and we hope that 
somebody will wake up and see 
that there is madness in depending 
only on oil. We hope that policy 
makers would really be commit-
ted in the business of diversifying 
the economy. We can look at in-

vesting in infrastructure to extract 
and produce more products rather 
than sending the raw materials 
outside the country.

Are you concerned that your 
industry has operated for years 
without the regulator having a 
council?

I am concerned not only for our 
industry but more for our country. 
If anybody knows the value of 
communication, then you would 
know the lack of understanding 
of not having APCON council. 
There is a big role on how we 
relate to people. People have com-
munication with branding every 
second of their life and such com-
munication materials come from 
our industry. We are very key 
player in the life of this economy 
and people.  The people in govern-
ment don’t need to be told on what 
needs to be done. On the lack of 
council, perhaps there are people 
whose interests are clashing with 
our own interest.

You recently put Nigeria on 
global map by winning EPICA 
Award, tell us more about this 
award?

Though we operate in Nigeria 
but our vision from beginning 
is to compete with the world. It 
is natural that to measure how 
successful you are it needs to be 
measured against the best in the 
world. Competing with the world 
is a mind-set that needs to perme-
ate our industry that the world 
is our stage. It is not only about 
telling ourselves about ourselves. 
We at Noah’s Ark have never 
shied away from subjecting what 
we do to the best of peer review 
as we have entered our creative 
works for Cannes, Lynx. This year, 
apart from winning at the Crystals 
in Marrakesh, we also entered 
for Lynx for Airtel campaign and 
we got shortlisted. Secondly, our 
works precede us internationally 
and the intention is for foreigners 
to know that there is an agency in 
Nigeria that can compete globally. 
With others doing great things, 
we all can inspire ourselves to be 
a stronger and better respected 
industry.

What are those ingredients in 
that Airtel ‘Data is Life’ creative 
that stood it out?

Firstly, an agency can create 
but it takes two to tango. The 
starting point is to have a client 
that is willing, ambitious and 
challenges you on where he 
wants to be. This is the case with 
Airtel and couple of our other 
clients. For instance the briefs 
from Airtel have always been 
that it wants to be the most loved 
brand not just in the industry 
but beyond it. The exciting part 
of that campaign is that we had a 
brief of turning disadvantage into 
advantage. The disadvantage part 
is that, of all the telco firms, it is 
Airtel that has not launched a 4G 
network. But we saw that even 

with 4G, people are not necessar-
ily enjoying anything different 
with it. For the consumer, it does 
not matter whether it is 4G or not 
what matters is service. This is 
what led to Data is Life campaign. 
There have been complimentary 
feedbacks and the impact on busi-
ness has been good.

Could you tell us other mile-
stones you have achieved in the 
last 9 years of your existence?

We set out in 2008 and the 
vision was to be a key player and 
most successful agency in the next 
five years. In four years of the busi-
ness, we got into Luzer’s Archive. 
That was the first time any W/
African agency would get into the 
Archive. Another first for Nigeria 
was winning Gold at Crystal and 
we have made the shortlist for 
Lynx award. Our Epica award is 
the first international Gold Nigeria 
has won this year.

When you look at the country 
and the advertising industry, 
what  annoys you and what 
makes you happy?

What about us as a nation is 
how we can’t seem to get it togeth-
er. All the elements of being great 
are with us. We are resourceful, 
determined but we are not getting 
things right.  We waste too much 
time and resources on nothing.  It 
is said that government is paying 
close to N500 million  to Malay-
sian consultants to assist us find 
a way around our economy. This 
is tragic. Malaysia was nowhere 
near Nigeria in the 60s.  Many 
Nigerians are doing well in their 
little corner but this is not adding 
up. We are not bereft of ideas and 
people. However, what makes me 
happy is despite the pain, joy is that 
there are good people who mean 
well. For instance Nollywood is 
doing well. If the Nollywood spirit 
would be encouraged at all levels 
of our national life that would give 
us hope.

Lanre Adisa is the CEO of Noah’s Ark; creative agency which he said is playing in the premier league of advertising and which recently won gold at EPICA international award. 
For him, the most gratifying is that his thought of being among the most successful brands still remains relevant and all that the agency has achieved are in line with that. In 
this interview, he speaks about Nigeria’s operating environment, the advertising industry and his company’s steady progress and awards. Excerpts.

Lanre Adisa

Spectranet 4G LTE appoints new CEO

N
igeria’s 4G LTE and 
broadband Internet 
services provider, Spec-
tranet has appointed 

a new CEO, Ajay Awasthi as it 
intensifies efforts to connect its 
customers to innovative internet 
solutions.

Ajay takes over from David 
Venn,who has been at the fore-
front of building Spectranet into 
a primary broadband Internet 
service provider in Nigeria, offer-
ing faster, affordable and reliable 
internet solutions to Nigerian 

homes and offices.
With over 17 years’ experi-

ence working in top positions 
in India’s telecommunication’s 
industry, Ajay looks forward to 
leverage Spectranet’s commit-
ment to its customers and stake-
holders to make the firm’s high 
quality, high speed broadband 
services widely available to more 
internet users.

He said in a statment: “I’m 
delighted with my appointment 
as the Chief Executive Officer of 
Spectranet. We shall continue to 

introduce innovative solutions 
that will boost our service offer-
ings as a foremost Nigerian brand 
and endear us to individuals, 
families and businesses.

“It’s our endeavour at Spec-
tranet to offer faster, affordable 
and reliable high speed broadband 
connectivity to our customers. 
We will continue to sustain our 
commitment to provide high qual-
ity broadband services and help 
bridge the digital divide by reach-
ing across to many more Nigerian 
families and businesses”

Ajay, who comes from a Sales 
& Marketing background, has 
experience creating demand 
through marketing innovations, 
setting up multi-channel distri-
bution network and running 
optimized business operations.
An alumnus of the prestigious 
Indian Institute of Management, 
Bangalore, Ajay is a strong be-
liever in the power of distribu-
tion and customer service in 
building a sustainable customer 
franchise through superior levels 
of service qualityAjay Awasthi



TheWorshippers
Nigeria direly needs visionary, servant 
leaders to foster unity - Pastor Medo-Uwa

57 years after Independence 
Nigeria appears more divided 
than ever. How can we foster 
unity in the country?

M
y point of view 
is that the pres-
ent administra-
tion instigated this 
division among 

Nigerians. Nigerians need a leader 
that can unite them and if Nige-
rians get the leadership that will 
carry everyone along, these divi-
sion and agitations will fizzle out. 
Nigeria is in dire need of visionary 
and servant leaders that can bring 
the citizens together; Nigerians are 
good people and very easy to lead 
if one understands how to lead 
them. If you show them the sense 
of belonging, they will cooperate 
with you and follow. So the divi-
sion and agitations are signs of 
failed leadership. If I am comfort-
able where I am and my rights are 
guaranteed, there is no way that I 
will complain or be agitating for 
my own separate country.

I believe that Nigeria will be bet-
ter as one indivisible country. We 
will do better if we remain one. By 
the time you split Nigeria, it will be 
to the country’s disadvantage. But 
Nigeria should do away with dis-
crimination among its citizens. For 
instance, if one has worked hard 
in the civil service and is due for 
promotion, he should be promoted; 
he shouldn’t be denied that promo-
tion because of his tribe or religion. 
Whenever there is perceived injus-
tice, people will agitate.

That is why these agitations 
and cries of marginalisation have 
continued in our nation. Every-
body should be allowed to run at 
his or her own pace. If am good, I 
should be promoted; it doesn’t mat-
ter where I come from. If am quali-
fied to handle a contract, it should 
be given to me notwithstanding 
my tribe or religion. People should 
be treated justly for us to grow as 
a nation.

 Are you in any way impressed 
about the current state of the 
nation?

The truth is that I am highly 
disappointed with the present 
government. We voted this gov-
ernment into power with the hope 
that it would do what it promised 
Nigerians. You will agree with me 
that all is not well with this coun-
try – corruption and embezzle-
ment and those other things that 
we used to know in the past have 
continued and it is not good for 
this nation. I used to be a very good 
supporter of Gen. Muhammadu 
Buhari because of the impression 
that I had of him as a no-nonsense 
person. Unfortunately, so many 
things have gone wrong under 
his watch. This administration’s 
sectional approach to governance 

has not helped the nation. Buhari 
is Nigeria’s president and the presi-
dent of all Nigerians; he should 
treat everyone as a father, but most 
of his recent appointments are sec-
tional. He should not see himself 
as the president of the North; he 
should give other zones a sense of 
belonging as a father. I have seen 
different governments in this 
country and most appointments 
were all-inclusive but this govern-
ment does not even recognize the 
country’s federal character in its 
appointments.

People should not be treated 
on the basis of where they come 
from but they should be treated 
according to their competency and 
character. It is the responsibility 
of the present leadership to give 
every Nigerian the sense of be-
longing, where the citizens can say 
that Nigeria is our country and not 
that Nigeria is their country. We 
are looking forward to the leader 
that will reassure us that Nigeria 
is our country.

So the state of the nation is very 
pathetic but we are looking up to 
God, praying that one day he will 
intervene and put things right for 
us. For instance, the recent asser-
tion by the president of the World 
Bank about President Buhari’s 
request that the bank should focus 
on the North is surprising, although 
the Presidency has denied the 
claim. Every part of this country 
needs the World Bank’s atten-
tion when it comes to projects. 
What happens to the South-West, 
South-East and South-South, are 
they not part of the country? In 
fact, if you go to the South-South, 
where the country is generating 
the bulk of its revenue, you will 
pity the people of that zone. Noth-
ing is working there, yet it is the 
area that the wealth of this nation 
is coming from, nobody is talking 
about it. Every part of this country 
needs help.

Tell us about your church’s 
‘Laughter’ programme. What 
is unique about this year’s pro-
gramme and how does it relate 
to the family?

It has unique features that 
differentiate it from the previous 
ones. We organised free medi-
cal services for members of the 
community. The church offered 
free diagnosis and treatments for 
different ailments, including eye 
checks, and drugs given according 
to individuals’ needs. Another 
important feature of this year’s 
event is the couples’ dinner which 
was open to married couples ir-
respective of faith or denomina-
tion. This is important because if 
marriages and homes are healed, 
the nation will be fine too. One 
of the problems we have today 
in different families is as a result 

of frequent marital crises. The 
rate of divorce in the church is 
very alarming, so we want to see 
how we can curtail that menace. 
When we have stable homes, the 
children will not suffer, but when 
there is divorce and other issues 
in any marriage, it will affect the 
children adversely. Much of the 
social menace in the society today 
– prostitution, armed robbery and 
other anti-social behaviours – is 
the result of failed marriages. If 
the family is together, it is most 
likely that the children will not 
be wayward.

 What do you think could be 
responsible for the rising cases of 
divorce among young couples in 
the church today?

One of the reasons for the 
high divorce rate these days is the 
social media. I blame the social 
media because many people do 
not know how to make proper 
use of it. Internet activities are 
affecting many people negatively 
these days because of its abuses. 
Most people ignorantly want to 
implement what they see and read 
on the internet in their homes, 
which tends to bring problems in 
the home.

I also see it as one of the mani-
festations of the end-time events; 
it is a sign that something is about 
to happen. Remember what the 
Bible says, that four women will 
hold one man and say, ‘Let us 
answer your name. We will buy 
ourselves food and clothes but 
let us just answer your name.’ I 
think that is the direction that 
the world is going at the moment. 
The church should wake up and 
preach the sound word of God 
from the pulpit; if the sound word 
of God is preached and practiced, it 
will minimize marital problems in 
the church and the society at large.

Why do you blame the social 
media for high rate of divorce and 
marital crisis?

Well, everything we use has its 
own negative and positive sides; 
even the medications we use have 
its side-effect. Similarly, the social 
media is beautiful; it is something 
that is good if it is used properly 
but many people are abusing it. It 
creates distractions which some-
times affect marriages because 
most of the things that people see 
and read on the internet are not 
truthful yet most people want to 
implement those things in their 
homes; this is what often leads to 
crisis in marriages.

For instance, there was a case 
of a woman who spent most 
nights chatting on the internet 
and searching for friends from 
diverse backgrounds. The hus-
band complained bitterly about 
the development to no avail. The 
marriage almost collapsed as a 
result of the woman’s addiction 
to the internet where she spent 
hours with individuals that were 
not adding value to her life and 
marriage.

There are so many other nega-
tive things that are being pro-
moted via the social media, pros-
titution, nudity, divorce, gossips, 
different offensive languages and 
other harmful things that are 
affecting marriages today. Hus-
bands and wives must see how 
they can control and regulate their 
activities on the social media so 
that it does not affect their mar-
riages.

Finally, what other sugges-
tions would you want to give to 
Nigerians particularly the political 
and spiritual leaders on how to 
reposition the nation?

I think we need general reori-
entation in Nigeria, you are aware 

that corruption has become part of 
us in this country; it has perme-
ated every sector. From the people 
in leadership position to the man 
on the street, corruption has been 
entrenched in this nation.

Let me start my counsel with 
the church leaders, spiritual lead-
ers should go back to the Bible 
and preach the sound word of 
God. The true word of God should 
come forth from the pulpit. If the 
church preaches uncompromising 
word of God, it will go a long way 
in restoring the dignity of our na-
tion. The church leaders should 
preach the truth. Religious leaders 
should teach the truth and show 
the people how to imbibe the fear 
of God in whatever they do, if one 
has the fear of God, there are cer-
tain things such a person cannot 
indulge in.

Secondly, the political class 
should be exemplar of integrity. 
Let’s stop celebrating ill-gotten 
wealth. People embezzle public 
money and before long they are 
being celebrated as heroes and 
they are given chieftaincy titles. 
Formally, title holders were hon-
ourable people but today, the 
reverse is the case. Notorious 
people are now chiefs because 
they throw money around in vari-
ous communities.

Our people should begin to ask 
questions, they should demand 
accountability from leaders. The 
era of sharing money and rice 
whenever the election is around 
the corner should stop. How can 
a political office seeker offer a few 
cups of rice to some people with 
the intention of persuading them 
to vote for him. By so doing, he has 
bought the person’s conscience. If 
the politician eventually gets to 
the seat of power and begins to 
misbehave, he should not be held 
accountable because the people 
have compromised their con-
science by collecting inducement 
from him.

Money politics should be dis-
couraged from Nigeria if we are 
ready to fight corruption. 2019 is 
around the corner; soon you will 
see people sharing different things 
to the electorate. Though the level 
of poverty in the country is high 
but that is not enough reason for 
people to sell their conscience. If 
the people accept those gifts from 
the office seekers, there is no way 
they can hold such politicians ac-
countable.

Money politics has not helped 
this country, and it should be dis-
couraged. Let’s encourage politics 
of ideology, let the office seeker 
present his manifestoes and let 
the voters see what they have for 
them, if it is ok, we can vote for 
them. Also politicians should keep 
their promises to the electorate.

Pastor Nick Medo-Uwa, General Overseer, Pentecostal Canaanland Mission, Ajao Estate, Lagos, in this 
interview with Seyi John Salau bares his mind on the state of the nation, the rising rate of divorce among 
young couples in the church, among other issues. Excerpts:

Uwa
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Obangogo holds promise for cultural heritage

Omenka Gallery presents Becoming Mariam by Buki Animashaun

S
tanding at an impos-
ing height of 700 me-
ters Obangogo Hills 
in Egunbe community 
in Kabba, Kogi State is 

an eternal spectacle; inspiring 
fascination and awe in equal 
measure. Among the dozens 
of hills that surround Kabba, 
Obangogo is singled out for its 
myth. While the fables sur-
rounding which may sound 
ridiculous are chiefly promoted 
by the locals, its allure is being 
discovered all over again in 
recent years by an increasing 
stream of visitors who are out to 
verify  the supernatural powers 
that resides in the mountain or 
simply take advantage of the 
leisure benefits.

Obangogo is many things 
to many people. To some it is 
a mesh of interlocking caves 
where the people hid from 
advancing armies and slave 
raiders in times past. There 
are legends alluding to a King, 
Elegha, the Ako Kereje, Kereje 
whose coffin turned into a 
stone. A part of the hill is said 
to sound like the talking drum.

At the peak of Obangogo is 
a pool of spring water which is 
believed to possess healing pow-
ers. Similar curative ability is be-
lieved of the five mystical lakes 
on the hill called ‘Ako’. The rock 
formation on the hills provides 
a spectacular and engaging 
phenomenon that will interest 
photographers and film makers. 
To others, Obangogo is a haven 
of peace for meditation. The hill 
is wonderful. There are caves in 
the hill that people hide in dur-
ing the wars and slave raiding.

It is also believed that any 
prayer rendered on the hill will 
manifest.

The hill is located about ki-
lometers about five kilometeres 
off the Okene – Kabba Express-

From December 9 to 23, 
2017, Omenka Gallery will 
pres ent Be c oming Mari-
am, a s olo exhibition of 
recent paintings by Buki 
Animashaun, a fast-rising 
contemporary Nigerian vi-
sual artist.

The exhibition features 
work from her, ‘Space Be-
tween Us’, a series that visu-
ally explores the formless-
ness of Nebulas through 
moving arrows and an in-
terrupted background. It 
also explores the process of 
mutation flowing from the 
inside to the outside to a 
point of limitless existence.

Also included are works 
from ‘Success Metrics’,  a 

fort of the curator of Oban-
gogo, Ben Owoleke. He said the 
Obangogo committee for each 
year has been striving to catch 
the attention of the world by 
creating awareness for the hill. 
“Each year we form a commit-
tee, we started making it open 
and going to the mountain in 
year 2013. That was the first 
time we visited the place in good 
numbers. By 2014, some people 
came from America and South 
Africa, 2015 was great and 2016 
was the peak, a lot of govern-
ment officials came and the first 
lady agreed to be the face of 
Obangogo, we had a great time.”

Obangogo holds promise for 
cultural heritage

way by the permanent site of 
College of Education (Techni-
cal), Gbeleko. The increasing 
pride of Kabba indigenes in 
promoting their cultural assets 
has compelled many of them 
to join the join the celebration 
tied around Obangogo on De-
cember 26, 2017. As the scope 
of the festivity expands every 
year, the Kogi State govern-
ment may have to exploit the 
economic and social values of 
the festival by providing the 
necessary infrastructure like 
accessible roads, electricity and 
accommodation. Perhaps, it 
may not be out of place to task 
wealthy and influential sons 
and daughters of Kabba to step 
and provide these facilities, if 
the government fails to do so.

Arts

Since the Kogi State govern-
ment has not shown a desire 
to exploit the vast tourism po-
tentials in different parts of the 
state like the colonial heritage 
in Lokoja, expecting govern-
ment intervention in Obangogo, 
while desirable, may be far-
fetched. The Kabba people can 
force the hand of the govern-
ment to see the vast revenue 
that can accrue to it and the 
incredible streams of revenue 
that come to the locals if Oban-
gogo is developed to maximize 
its advantage for sight-seeing, 
adventure, picnic, holidays and 
business.

A group of Kabba indigenes 
led by Steve Babaeko, the found-
er and CEO of X3M Group, have 
begun a deliberate process to 

OBINNA EMELIKE

One of the cultural celebrations in the town

Buki Animashaun standing besides some of her works

elevate Obangogo Hill into the 
reckoning for consideration 
as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. The undiluted culture and 
natural history recommends 
the great tourist attraction. 
This may not be a difficult task 
since all they need to do is to fol-
low the laid-down procedures 
which similar sites like the Osun 
Osogbo Grove to achieve this 
much needed global recogni-
tion.

Last year, the First Lady 
of Kogi State, Rashidat Bello 
was honoured as the ‘Face of 
Obangogo’. She was expected 
to use her eminence to galvan-
ise goodwill for sustainable 
development of this emerging 
tourist site.

Media reports detail the ef-

other in this digital world.
Employing acrylic paint 

on canvas, Animashaun’s 
oeuvre explores her un-
derstanding of community, 
juxtaposed over an under-
standing of Anglo-Arabian 
influences based on strong 
Yoruba feminine morality.

As well, Becoming Mari-
am looks to further explore 
the context of exhibition as 
an immersion into self-actu-
alization and the abstract ex-
perience of metamorphosis.

It also promises a fan-
tastic opening on the first 
day December 9th, while 
offering art lovers an excit-
ing viewing for the festive 
season. 

more digital, and on what it 
means to take care of each 
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series that focuses on sym-
bolism and expressions that 

form principles of a commu-
nity as the world becomes 



Arts

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Over six hundred and seventy 
thousand people are expected on 
the street of Calabar for the Cala-
bar Carnival in addition to twenty 
two countries who have indicated 
their interest to participate in the 
annual event.

Also some Nigerian popular 
musician Davido and his col-
leagues Flavour Patoranking and 
other Nigeria artists are also to 
storm the carnival Calabar festival.

Kenneth Aklah, special as-
sistant to Governor Ben Ayade of 
Cross River State, on Event Man-
agement, disclosed while briefing 
journalists on activities laid down 
for kick- off of the carnival event 
in Calabar.

Other musicians who will 
storm the carnival Calabar festi-
val include, Makafizolo, Timaya, 
Star plus,2Face Baba and others 
who will feature in the music 
event called, Black Music Festival 
beginning from December 26 of 
this year.

Aklah said that artists in the 
state will also be given an oppor-
tunity to showcase their talent in 
the carnival fiesta which will be 
broadcast live for about three days.

Ayade’s SA maintained that 

670,000 participants from 22 countries 
expected at Carnival Calabar Festival - Aklah

SA Events Management, Kenneth Aklah addressing participants at the Tree lighting ceremony

sioner, added that personalities 
like the minister for information 
and Orientation  Lai Mohammed  
would be at the ceremony to par-
ticipate in the cultural fiesta.

On Bikers parade, Anderson 
said that the presence of the bik-
ers in the ceremony would help in 
boasting the economy of the state.

“These are very high income 
earners when once they stay in 
Calabar for two to 3days the multi-
plier effect on the streets of Calabar 
will be much” Anderson stressed.

The commissioner who spoke 
on the carnival theme, tagged “Mi-
gration” said that the commission is 
working with the security agents 
to beef up security in the state so 
that visitors who thronged to the 
state for the festival can be rest 
assured of their safety.

Anderson called on all indi-
genes of the state at home and in 
Diaspora to visit home and partici-
pate in the carnival fiesta.

The commissioner while trying 
to explain why organizers of the 
event choose migration as a theme 
for this year carnival he said,” The 
theme of each reflect on the cur-
rent issues sounding up for up for 
that. We have used climate change 
twice because our environment 
affects us”.

Lagos set to groom talents across many genres

Fela and the Kalakuta Queens 
thrills audience this festival season

With a recognition of 
the eclectic abilities 
imbibed in the aver-

age static and mobile Lagos 
youth, the Lagos State Gov-
ernment has birthed “Lagos 
Grows Talent 2017”, an avenue 
aimed to pitch uprising stars 
into limelight; giving exqui-
sitely talented individuals the 
platform to become the next 
celebrated personality in the 
entertainment industry.

For most talent shows, 
there is a restriction to a par-
ticular genre of arts, but “La-

If you are a theatre lover and have 
seen many stage plays about Fela; 
the evergreen Afrobeat Legend 

from different perspectives, there yet 
one more to see because it tells the 
amazing and captivating stories of 
the women in Fela’s life. Once again, 
Bolanle Austien-Peters Productions 
is set to stage this pulsating play that 
chronicles the women in Fela’s life in 
the era of his Kalakuta republic. Of 
course, having raised the bar with 
the local and international success of 
Saro and Wakaa the musical, Bolanle 
Austien-Peters Productions is set to 
deliver Fela and the Kalakuta Queens, 
a musical play, which chronicles Fela’s 
birth, rebirth, activism and his mar-
riage to his twenty seven queens; 

gos Grows Talent 2017” is 
giving so much room to the 
most heterogeneous form of 
aesthetic and artistic displays 
of talents among the mobile 
and residential Lagos youth, 
enc ompassing danc e,  mu-
sic, acrobatics, dance, spoken 
words,  and other didactic 
forms of arts, which the La-
gos State government highly 
reveres.

While registration is abso-
lutely free for all the partici-
pants, there are amazing prizes 
to be won at the regional audi-

tion, which would be kicking 
off on December 18, to 22, 2017 
in five different areas includ-
ing; Victoria Island, Bada-
gry, Ikorodu, Epe, and Agege, 
where unbiased professional 
judges would be assessing the 
best of the bests, moving them 
to the next stage that would 
get them closer to being the 
winner of the first ever of its 
kind talent show in Lagos.

As a retrospect to the “One 
Lagos Fiesta” annual event 
which would be hosting La-
gosians into the new year 
with ultra entertainment, the 
selected Top 10 participants 
would be given the opportuni-
ty to perform alongside made 
stars in the industry at the One 
Lagos Fiesta event, before the 
grand finale, which would be 
attended by the Governor of 
Lagos State; where the deserv-
ing winner would be unveiled.

The talent show is a rare 
form of avenue that would 
absolutely make the random 
Lagos Youth get away from 
the “street” to the “stage” and 
then to “stardom”.

Get on to “Lagos Grows Tal-
ent 2017” and make a name 
for yourself. All you have to 
come with is your talent, the 
organisers urged.
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other p opular musician who 
will perform at the ceremony 
includes Run Town adding that 
about 670,000 people will be at 
the street of Calabar to participate 
in the street party which will be 
organized by government of Cross 
Ri ver State.

Aklah stated that the carnival 
commission is targeting about 22 to 
25 countries who will come to Cross 
River to participate in the one of the 

largest street party in the world.
On adequate preparation made 

to take care of sanitation situation 
at the carnival village, Aklah stated 
that a bore hole had been put in 
place to provide water  to eased 
the sanitation problem which may 
erupt  at the Charismas village.

“We have gone ahead to sink 
a borehole to take care of the 
sanitation problem. We have to 
do commercialization in order to 

give carnival a ew thinking”. Aklah 
stressed.

Also speaking the Cross River 
State Commissioner for Tourism 
Eric Anderson in his remarks stat-
ed that the Carnival commission 
had also concluded arrangement 
to  add some theatrical shows to  
showcase the cultural heritage  of 
the people to spice up the carnival 
festival.

The state Tourism Commis-

women who were a source of strength 
and inspirational support  to Fela even 
in the face of constant brutalization, 
intimidation and ridicule from the 
society.

Described by CNN as the woman 
powering Nigeria’s theatre; Bolanle 
Austen-Peters , the director and pro-
ducer of the stage play, promises to 
thrill her audience with live music, 
opulence and tantalizing performanc-
es that will leave its audience blown 
away, sated yet screaming for more.

Fela and the Kalakuta Queens 
stages live at The Terra Arena, Plot 
1376 Tiamiyu Savage, Victoria Island 
Lagos from Sunday December 3, 2017 
to Sunday January 7 2018 with two 
times slots of 3pm and 7pm shows.



Arts

R
e l e  G a l l e r y 
o p e n e d  f o r 
T R A N S P A R -
ENT, its last ex-
hibition of the 

year, on December 3, 2017. 
The exhibition is a solo 
show of recent and unique 
mixe d me dia works by 
Isaac Emokpae, a Nigerian 
visual artist.

A holistic view of the 
exhibition can first  b e 
obs erve d from the two 
words that make the title; 
it streams further down to 
the choice of medium and 
the themes underlying it. 
Culled from two words, 
TRANS (through) and PA-
PERE (come into sight or 
appear), one direction of the 
exhibition is revealed— the 
stained glass in its use as an 
artistic medium is notable 
for its reflection of light, 
the image painted upon it is 
casted in apparent appeal-
ing ways.

However brilliant these 
pieces appear, they achieve 
a reflective quality which 
will  b e obs erve d when 
viewed in the exhibition. 
The stained glass act as a 
conduit to invoke contem-
plation from its viewers, a 
means to inspire on-lookers 
into a realization that they 

Rele gallery opens for Transparent art exhibition

1976 oil painting of Queen Amina by Erhabor Emokpae

Nollywood Travel Film Festival.

The Wedding Party 2 cast with executive producer & director

On December 6, 2017, 
The ELFIKE Film Col-
lective, a partnership 

between EbonyLife Films, 
FilmOne Distribution, Ink-
blot Productions and Koga 
Studios, organised a view-
ing of The Wedding Party 
2: Destination Dubai, for 
members of the press at 
Filmhouse Cinema, Lekki.

After months of antici-
pation, the production will 
finally be released on Fri-
day, December 15, 2017 in 
every film theatre across 
Nigeria. The Grand World 
Premiere will take place on 
December 10, at Eko Hotel & 
Suites, Lagos. The film will 
also be released in key mar-
kets such as the UK, USA, 
Canada, Middle East, East 
Africa, West Africa, South-
ern Africa and Francophone 
African countries.

Nollywood Travel Film Festival visits German, Canadian consulates The Wedding Party 2 debuts days ahead 
of grand world premiere, cinema release

The Nollywood Travel 
Film Festival which 
had its debut in To-

ronto, Canada in September 
2017 is set to launch again 
and in lieu of the forthcom-
ing edition, scheduled to 
hold from May 9-13, 2018, 
in Hamburg; a courtesy visit 
was paid to the Consul Gen-
eral Ingo Herbert of the Ger-
man Consulate on December 
4, 2017.

The following day, the 
team also paid a visit to 
James Christoff, the Cana-
dian Deputy High Commis-
sioner.

The festival is set up to 
celebrate and showcase the 
best of Nigerian films on a 
global scale.

According to Mykel Par-
ish ,  founder, Nollywood 
Travel Film Festival, one of 
the objectives of the festival 
is to sensitize the global 
audience on traversing is-
sues in Nigeria and Africa 
at large through the stories 
portrayed in the films.

The Fi lm Festival  is 
one of the ways of further 
strengthening the relation-
ship b etwe en Germany 
and Nigeria. The festival 
also through the movies 
screened, displays the rich 
culture of Nigeria.

At the Canadian Consul-
ate, the team was welcomed 

by James Christoff (Deputy 
High Commissioner of Can-
ada) and Sarah Josephine 
Branco (Trade Commissioner 
of Canada).

James Christoff shared 
an introduction of Canada 
and the prestigious Toronto 
Film Festival (TIFF), so did 
Mykel Parish and Adedayo 
Thomas, director general, 
Nigerian Film and Video 
Censors Board. The Deputy 
High Commissioner lauded 
Nollywood for showing 
steady and sophisticated 
growth and expressed in-
terest in c ollab orations 

between Nollywood and 
Canada

The mission of the Nol-
lywood Travel Film Festival 
is to present Nigerian cin-
ema to the global audience 
through the lens; in posi-
tive images that will lead to 
growing Nollywood.

Also in attendance at 
both courtesy visits were; 
Sebeastian E. Polzin (com-
mercial, political, cultural 
and press attaché, German 
Consulate), Susan Peters 
(actress), Rick Nwanso (man-
aging partner, êth Commu-
nications), Uche Ogbodo 

are membranes through 
which each successive gen-
eration sees God’s light and 
by seeing these pieces, hold 
themselves accountable for 
how well their existence is 
used. The artist transmits 
through them a message 
that we all, as mediums, 
should feel a need to re-
flect a beautiful appari-
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tion when the light passes 
through.

In another vein, TRANS-
PARENT during the show-
ing period will be an atmo-
sphere of gratitude. The 
artist seeks to ascribe this 
to both father figures in 
his life— both earthly and 
divine- who have and will 
continue to inspire his cre-

ative journey. Isaac Emok-
pae is  outsp oken ab out 
the stylistic and thematic 
influence of his father in 
his artistic practice.

His biological father, 
Erhabor Emokpae is a re-
nowned Nigerian sculptor, 
muralist, graphic artist and 
painter who is regarded as 
one of the pioneers in mod-

In a slight departure 
from the first feature, The 
Wedding Party 2 focuses 
primarily on the accidental 
proposal and subsequent 
wedding of returning char-
acters, ‘Nonso Onwuka’ 
and ‘Deardre Winston’, 
played by Enyinna Nwig-
we and Daniella Down. 
Fans will see the hilari-
ous consequences of their 
cross-cultural marriage 
unfold and catch up with 
the lives of their favourite 
characters. Banky W and 
Adesua Etomi are ‘Dozie’ 
and ‘Dunni’, Ali Baba and 
Sola Sobowale are ‘Bam-
Bam’ and ‘Tin-Tin Coker’, 
Richard Mofe-Damijo and 
Ireti Doyle are ‘Felix and 
Obianuju Onwuka’ and 
Patience Ozokwor is ‘Ad-
anna’, a feisty new addition 
to the cast.

(actress), Babades Emoki-
niovo  (leader, Veentage 
Band), Don Pedro Aganbi 
(chairman, Actors’ Guild of 
Nigeria Lagos), Felix Duke 
(festival’s events coordina-
tor), Chris Ozoemena (film 
marketer), Ebere Paul (SA 
to Mykel Parish), Toyin Olo-
runoje (SA to Censors DG), 
as well as, actors, Daniel K. 
Daniel and Chris Okagbue.

A press conference and a 
nomination party has been 
scheduled to hold in Janu-
ary 2018 for the 2018 edition 
of the Nollywood Travel 
Film Festival in Canada.

ern art in Nigeria.
Some of  his  notable 

works include the replica 
of the ivory mask of Queen 
Idia which was used as the 
official emblem for the sec-
ond World Black and Af-
rican Festival of Arts and 
Culture. TRANSPARENT 
will be a visual timeline that 
shows a trans-generational 

style still strongly alive in 
a contemporary age. Erha-
bor’s extensive works based 
on the principle of duality 
is also imprinted on Isaac 
Emokpae’s work today.

In the artist’s usual fash-
ion, both headlining ex-
periences— ministration 
and appreciation— ground 
the entire direction of his 
exhibition.

Isaac Emokpae is  an 
award-winning artist who 
has held several group and 
solo exhibitions within and 
outside Nigeria. He studied 
Visual Arts under the tute-
lage of Professor Abayomi 
Barber at the University 
of Lagos;  it  was during 
this that time that he truly 
honed his skills as a painter 
churning out works largely 
in the Expressionism and 
Surrealism art movements. 
Isaac remains very selec-
tive about his work and 
divides his time between 
painting and running his 
photography studio.

 TR A NSPA RENT is 
graciously supported by 
Northcourt Real Estates. 
The exhibition will run till 
January7, 2018 at Rele, #5 
Military Street, Onikan, 
Lagos. 
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K.O. Mbadiwe

K.O. Mbadiwe

NewsmakersOfYesteryears
K.O. Mbadiwe: Wordsmith, man of timber and calibre

A
mongst our first 
Republic politicians, 
Kingsley Ozuomba 
Mbadiwe, indigene 
o f  p r e s e n t  I m o 

State, stood out as a great, fine 
democrat, political innovator, 
and consensus builder. This 
Nigerian political giant lived 
between 1915 and 1990.

Central figure in politics
According to his biography, 

authored by Dr. Hollis R. Lynch, 
Professor Emeritus of History, 
Columbia University, New York, 
Dr. K. O. Mbadiwe, of Igbo ex-
traction, was a central figure in 
Nigerian political life for more 
than forty years. Starting in 
1936 as a protégé of Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, then Nigeria’s most 
renowned nationalist, Mbadiwe 
by the late 1940s had become a 
frontline nationalist, and, next to 
Tafawa Balewa from the north 
who became prime minister in 
1957, Mbadiwe was the most 
important figure in the Nigerian 
federal government between 
1952 and Nigeria’s first military 
coup in 1966.

He recorded:  “During this 
time, he held a succession of 
important cabinet positions and 
was the parliamentary leader of 
the National Council of Nigeria 
and the Cameroons (NCNC), 
which was in a ruling alliance 
with the Northern People’s Con-
gress (NPC). In contrast, his older 
prominent political contempo-
raries, Azikiwe of the Eastern 
Region, Igbo leader of the NCNC; 
Obafemi Awolowo, Yoruba lead-
er of the Action Group; Ahmadu 
Bello of the Northern Region, 
and Fulani, leader of the NPC, all 
carved out their political careers 
totally or largely at the regional 
level. Throughout his political 
career Mbadiwe operated at the 
national level. It has been stated 
that Mbadiwe ‘was one of the 
founding fathers of the Nigerian 
State’.

Colourful and flamboyant
“There is a consensus among 

his contemporaries that King-
sley Ozuomba Mbadiwe ‘was 
indisputably the most colorful, 
flamboyant and most glamorous 
politician of his time.’ His gra-
cious yet forceful personality; 
his colorful robes; his inventive, 
picturesque speech; his progres-
sive ideas and his unabashed 
patriotism made him an object of 
adoration by his followers who 
bestowed on him a slew of sobri-
quets all indicating purposeful 
strength. ‘A Man of Caliber and 
Timber’ was the most popular, 
but among others were ‘The Iron 
Man of the East,’ ‘The Caterpillar’, 
and ‘The Juggernaut’. He was a 
frontline nationalist and politi-
cian, an avowed patriot and a 
leading Nigerian statesman. A 
staunchly pan-Africanist and 
internationalist figure, he was 
obsessed with the idea that 
Nigeria was potentially a great 
nation and worked assiduously 

toward that end.’”
Search for the Golden Fleece
He was a protégé of Dr Nnam-

di Azikiwe. Records have it 
that with Zik’s encouragement, 
K.O. Mbadiwe was one of some 
young men who were inspired 
to sail to the United States on 
December 31, 1938 in search of 
the Golden Fleece: others were 
Mazi Mbonu Ojike, George Ig-

SIAKA MOMOH ed, was the traditional African 
approach. As far as foreign invest-
ments were concerned, it was up 
to the Nigerian government to 
ensure that the necessary terms 
and conditions existed for the 
benefit of both the investors and 
the country.”

Eye for business
According to Lynch, Mbadi-

we’s business background in-
formed his policy drive as a 
legislator and as cabinet minister. 
He recorded: “Trained in busi-
ness, and a businessman himself, 
Mbadiwe remained the leading 
spokesman on economic affairs 
during his legislative career. He 
was in the forefront, particularly 
as minister of Commerce and In-
dustry (1957–1958) and minister 
of Trade (1965–1966), in devising 
policy and passing legislation that 
would foster industrial develop-
ment. He also worked tirelessly 
to develop a Nigerian entrepre-
neurial class. He got legislation 
passed to strengthen and stabilize 
indigenous banks, hitherto mas-
sively discriminated against by 
the colonial authorities. He made 
government loans more easily 
available to small businesses. In 
1952 he was the first legislator to 
call for the establishment of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, which 
came into existence in 1959. He 
organized trade conferences 
and exhibitions and insisted that 
Nigerian export products be of 
superior quality.

“Economic development he 
saw as essential for the unity and 
stability of the country.

He did not see the fostering of 
Nigerian capitalism as inimical to 
the interests of the working class, 
and he promoted those interests 
by encouraging the strengthen-
ing and unification of the labor 
movement. He saw the role of the 
state as promoting the interests of 
all segments of society as equi-
tably as possible. He subscribed 
to the philosophy of social wel-
farism, which he believed was 
derived from traditional African 
values and practices.”

Deeply democratic…
For Lynch, in a country af-

fected by rampant ethnic parti-
sanship, Mbadiwe stood out as ‘a 
leader who never discriminated 
among the various ethnic groups.’  
Said he: “Unlike many of his 
contemporaries, he was deeply 
democratic. He was accessible, 
a consensus builder, tolerant of 
long debates and discussions, and 
an excellent organizer. Mbadi-
we’s reputation as a populist 
stemmed as much from his cre-
ative flamboyant rhetoric as from 
his progressive ideas. A short, 
stocky, gracious, good-humored 
man, he titillated his audiences 
with verbal pyrotechnics elicit-
ing mirthful shouts of “K. O., K. O.” 
A contemporary wrote: ‘He was 
never short of sparkling language 
. . . What Shakespeare was to 
Britain, and Daniel Webster was 
to America, Mbadiwe was to Ni-
geria.’ Another succinctly stated, 
‘K. O. was grand, his actions gran-
diose, his speech grandiloquent.’”

bodebe Mbadiwe, Otuka Oka-
la, Dr. Nnodu Okongwu, Engr. 
Nwankwo Chukwuemeka, and 
Dr. Okechukwu Ikejiani. They 
were later joined by Dr. Abys-
sinia Akweke Nwafor Orizu.

Triumphant return
KO is reported to have under-

taken a five-month triumphant 
return to Nigeria in 1948, via 
London, Sierra Leone, Liberia, 

committed to its realization than 
Mbadiwe. For Mbadiwe it was 
imperative that Nigeria succeed 
not only for itself but the entire 
black world. He was saddened 
by the Nigerian civil war in 
which circumstances forced him 
to support the seceding Biafrans, 
but he was always for reconcili-
ation. After the civil war he was 
in the forefront in fighting for 

and the Gold Coast, and instanta-
neously became one of Nigeria’s 
leading nationalists.  

Said Professor Lynch: “With 
his transplanted Academy as his 
base, he spent three years trying 
to establish a broad-based na-
tionalist movement, and when 
that failed, he joined the NCNC 
in 1951 and became a leading 
deputy to its president, Nnamdi 
Azikiwe. Elected to the eastern 
House and the federal House in 
1951 and named to his first cabi-
net position in 1954, Mbadiwe 
became increasingly a dynamic 
political force in Nigeria. His 
goal was a stable, thriving, and 
integrated nation. Because of 
profound ethnic and regional 
differences, it was a difficult 
goal, but no politician was more 

the restoration of Igbo property 
outside of the former “Biafra” 
and the reintegration of the 
group into national life.

Vision for Nigeria
“His vision for Nigeria re-

quired the massive economic 
development of the country. 
At a time when most African 
and other developing countries 
espoused socialism because of 
fears that foreign investment 
would foster neo-colonialism, 
Mbadiwe unabashedly sought to 
promote capitalistic investments. 
However, the capitalism he pro-
moted was not the unbridled, 
rapacious variety. He believed 
in what he called “philanthropic 
capitalism,” which emphasized 
sharing acquired wealth with the 
community and which, he assert-



Loveday wins Comedy Central ‘Grab The Mic’

Entertainment

Finalists

Gift Loveday Frank Donga and Funke Akindele.
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MABEL DIMMA

IFEOMA OKEKE

After an impressive hall 
of fame slides of one 
and only such as the 

painting of Mona Lisa, Lean-
ing Tower of Pisa, Eifel Tower 
in France, Statue of Liberty 
in America, The Great wall of 
China, the Hollywood sign, 
Tower Bridge London, the Last 
supper portrait and Tomb of 

Fanfare heralds Stella lager into Nigeria

…with exceptional showmanship

P
opular fans’ favourite, 
Gift Loveday was con-
sistent with his phe-
nomenal performanc-
es on the CCGTM stage 

throughout the entire competi-
tion, so it was no surprise when 
he emerged winner at the grand 
finale on Saturday 2nd of De-
cember 2017 at Eko Convention 
Centre, on Saturday, December 
2, 2017.

The 25-year-old comedian 
was elated as he received the 
coveted title of the first ever 
Comedy Central’s Grab The Mic 
(CCGTM) Winner, held in part-
nership with Maltina.

Born in Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State, Loveday grew up in 
Nembe LGA, Bayelsa State, the 
second son and fifth born in a 
family of seven has pursued 
comedy on a profession level for 
the last seven years.

A Maltina wildcard contest-
ant, Loveday won the title ahead 
of 7 other talented finalists, 
Nyerhorwo Ndaxwell and Em-
manuel Oliver from Jos, Daniel 
Jonah Nyah and Oveze Godwin 
Jagbojo from Lagos, Coxson 
Christian and Justice Kalawa 
from Port Harcourt including 
the other Maltina Wild Card 
contestant, Desmond Eghaghe 
from Port Harcourt who were 
flown into Lagos to participate 
in a keenly contested final that 
displayed exceptional show-
manship on stage.

At the finale, the selected 
contestants were given the op-
portunity to impress the judges 

last few weeks has provided 
Nigeria’s young talents the plat-
form to grow, refine their skills 
and confidence on stage and 
with diverse audiences.

Alex Okosi, executive vice 
president and managing direc-
tor, Viacom International Media 
Networks Africa said, “This 
has been an important invest-
ment together with Maltina in 
creating a strong platform for 
identifying and showcasing the 
next great generation of comedic 
talent in Nigeria.

“Grab The Mic successfully de-
livered on our goal of providing 
inspiration and mentorship to 
the emerging entertainers that 
participated in the campaign as 
they collaborated on the same 
platforms with established stars.”

Olayinka Bakare,  Portfo-
lio Manager, Non Alcoholic 
Drinks, Nigerian Breweries 
Plc, in his own remarks said, “It 
has been a very exciting jour-
ney for Maltina. We recognize 
that life happens and we can 
sometimes forget to just laugh. 
Maltina looks to remind people 
that there is always something 
to laugh about. We are proud to 
have partnered with CCGTM to 
nourish Nigeria’s future comedy 
talents as well as the nation’s 
appreciation of laughter, enter-
tainment, enjoyment and fun.”

Also in attendance are Dj Spi-
nall, Seyi Law, Praiz, Emmaohm-
agod and Laff Up among others. 
Comedy Central’s Grab The Mic 
is a talent search initiative and 
it is strategically designed to 
discover and promote the next 
generation of young Nigerians’ 
comedic talent.

sumers. We are excited by the 
wide acceptance our products 
continue to receive amongst 
consumers,” said Maria Maggi.

“Over the years, we have 
worked hard to earn the trust 
of our consumers, introducing 
Stella Lager Beer is our way 
of assuring millions of beer 
lovers that we will continue 
to innovate to deliver superior 
products and value to them at 
every ask, he added”

Unconventional in its recipe, 
brewing process and taste, 
Stella Lager Beer is unique for 
its name, its great quality and 
its premium heritage. It deliv-
ers a refined and consistently 
smooth lager taste with intense 
refreshment. It is the preferred 
choice for upwardly mobile, 
knowledgeable and confident 
young Nigerian men with a 
genuine sense of self in a world 
buzzing with many loud and 
conflicting voices.

broadcast, which also featured 
stand-up performances from 
Ali Baba and Chigurl as well as 
a musical performance from 
Falz, was hosted by Comedian, 
Seyi Law and is expected to air 
on December 17th, 2017, on 
Comedy Central and MTV Base.

An emotional and elated Gift 
expressed his appreciation for 
the experience and growth he 
has gained from his participation 

in the show.
“The journey has been long; 

weeks of practice and focus but 
in the end. I thank the Almighty 
God for helping me express my 
talent through CCGTM and more 
importantly, making my light 
shine among thousands. Here I 
am, standing as the 1st winner 
for the Comedy Central Grab The 
Mic with Maltina” he said.

The run up to CCGTM in the 

kings, Cyprus, Nigerian Brew-
eries launched an exciting new 
brand that captures the chang-
ing face of the beer market.

With arresting graphics, 
pulsating music and dance per-
formance, Stella was unveiled 
into the Nigerian market at the 
Grand Ballroom, Eko Hotel and 
Suites on the Wednesday, De-
cember 6, 2017, in the presence 
of key stakeholders and con-

sumers for the urban, upwardly 
mobile youths.

Birthed in 1897 and crafted 
by Belgian Master Brewers, 
Stella Lager Beer is a product of 
a very innovative and unique 
brewing technique. The finest 
malted barley, high quality 
hops, and the best quality water 
come together to make this new 
offering. 

Present at the one hour un-

veil were representatives from 
Nigerian Breweries, including  
Marketing Director Nigerian 
Breweries Franco Maria Maggi, 
Portfolio Manager Premium 
Lager Brands Tokunbo Adodo, 
Brand Manager Global Brands 
Oreoluwa Kolawole, amongst 
others.

 “Nigerian Breweries is pas-
sionate about delivering quality 
and consistent value to our con-

including head judge Ali Baba 
and co-judges Funke Akindele 
and Frank Donga, after which 
the judges declared him as the 
ultimate winner, after Seyi Law 
announced the winner. An 
ecstatic Loveday received the 
show’s grand prize of N1.5m and 
also had the golden opportunity 
of sharing a stage with ace come-
dian Ali Baba.

The two-hour television 



Mrs. Ajimobi delivering her speech.

Women’sWorld
Women urged to aim at top leadership roles

T
he need for women 
to brace up for top 
political and corpo-
rate leadership role 
instead of resigning 

to fate as ‘weaker sex’ tag domi-
nated discourse at the just con-
cluded 2017 National Women’s 
Summit held in Ibadan.

The three-day annual sum-
mit, which was themed, ‘The 
resilient woman: making a dif-
ference,’ was organised by the 
Officials’ Wives’ Association 
(OYSOWA), under the auspices 
of the wife of Oyo State Governor, 
Florence Ajimobi.

The event, which attracted 
more than 1,000 delegates across 
the country, was also graced 
by four Governors: Akinwumi 
Ambode (Lagos State), Seriake 
Dickson (Bayelsa State); Rauf 
Aregbesola (Osun State) and 
their host, Abiola Ajimobi.

On hand to lend support 
to one of their own were the 
wives of the governors of Lagos, 
Enugu, Abia, Osun, Imo, Delta, 
Nasarawa, Edo, Ogun , Kebbi 
and Zamfara States; while those 
of Sokoto, Ondo and Ekiti States 
sent representatives.

A former Zimbabwean Vice 
President,  Joice Mujuru and a 
former First Lady of Liberia, Sen-
ator Jewel Howard Taylor were 
special guests of honour at the 
opening of the event which held 
at the International Conference 
Centre, University of Ibadan, 
Ibadan, Oyo State.

Mujuru, who delivered a key-
note address, advised women to 
stop placing themselves at the 
mercy of men, urging them to 
brace themselves for the chal-
lenges of leadership at the top 
echelon of all spheres of human 
endeavours.

She said that her emergence 
as the first female vice president 
of Zimbabwe in 2004, a position 
she held for ten years, did not 
come on a platter of gold, hav-
ing been in the trenches with 
the Zimbabwean liberators since 
1973.

According to her,  women 
must be inspired to rise to the 
occasion even when the chal-
lenge appears to be daunting and 
insurmountable.

“We must have the desire to 
make a positive transformational 
difference and not be satisfied by 
being helpers of men. We must 
run business and be leaders of 
nation not rulers.

“Our desire must not only be 
about making monies, but the 
difference we make in people’s 
lives. The major driver behind 
our positive transformation must 
be anchored on our ability to im-
plement a unique vision, which 
must arouse the consciousness 

of the African society.
“We cannot continue to play a 

second fiddle simply because of 
gender. We must rise to the occa-
sion. We should no longer accept 
the tag of a weaker sex,” she said. 

In her address, Howard-Tay-
lor, who is a ranking senator and 
running mate to the presidential 
candidate of the Coalition for 
Democratic Change, George 
Weah, in the Liberian presiden-
tial election, also echoed similar 
sentiments.

 “Women are currently in dif-
ficult circumstances across our 
world and especially in Africa, 
as we struggle to deal with is-
sues of violence against women, 
unequal opportunity and lack 
of economic opportunities,” she 
said.

Adding that, “Resilience is a 
life journey. I dare not say that 
it is something you wake up in 
the morning and you have. But 
you have to go through the fire 
and get better and become a 
more resilient person. There is 
something you can do now in 
your sphere of life.

“Women must tell their own 
stories to inspire those who 
think they cannot make it to the 
top. Seek help when you need it, 
you will be surprised that many 
people will be willing to help. We 
must mentor the next generation 

of women leaders.
“If you put a woman in posi-

tion of authority, you have put 
somebody in charge of maternal 
mortality, emancipation of wom-
en; campaign against violence 
and other vices against women 
and children.

“In a 30-member Liberian 
Senate, I was just one of the only 
three women. There is this par-
ticular guy that was constantly 
my harasser each time I made 
attempt to speak, all because my 
husband was a former president. 
But, one day I decided to square 
up against him and that was the 
day I gained freedom from him.”

In their separate addresses, 
Ajimobi, Dickson, Ambode and 
Aregbesola said that women had 
pivotal roles to play in the devel-
opment of the country.

They stressed that men would 
find it difficult to change the 
society without the support of 
women.

The chief hostess of the event, 
Ajimobi, said that the conference 
was initiated in 2012 to support 
the state government’s three-
point agenda of restoration, 
transformation and reposition-
ing of the state to its pacesetter 
status.

She said that OYSOWA assem-
bles women for the conference to 
prepare them for the challenges 

of life and position them to be 
in good stead to support their 
families and that it was also an 
avenue to recognize women 
achievers.    

Ajimobi said, “The theme for 
this year’s summit was coined 
out of our appraisal of the life of 
the average woman and how she 
is able to survive and succeed 
against all odds. In the course 
of this appraisal, we discovered 
that the greatest strength of a 
successful woman is her resil-
ience.

“A woman is therefore only 
able to make a difference in her 
society and the world at large 
if she is able to recover quickly 
from the setbacks and vicissi-
tudes that life may throw across 
her path. These setbacks could 
be financial, physical, emotional 
or even psychological.

“It is not these drawbacks 
that matter but how we are able 
to deal with them and return 
to status quo after being bent, 
compressed or stretched by the 
issues of life.

“To call woman the weaker 
sex is a libel. It is man’s injustice 
to woman. If strength is assumed 
to be brute strength, then indeed 
women are less brute than men. 
If strength is assumed to be 
moral power, then women are 
immeasurably superior to men.”   

Having a child after 
24 years of marriage 
is nothing short of a 

miracle, because according 
to a report, once a couple is 
not able to conceive within 
one year of marriage (un-
less by choice), they are 
considered impotent.

In a country where after 
a year of marriage, fam-
ily  members,  especial ly 
parents of the couple look 
forward to a new addition 
to the family in form of a 
child. They, especially the 
mothers, will start asking 
questions and making in-
nuendos,  in some cases 
they would even urge the 
man to get another wife 
believing it is the woman’s 
fault and that she is sterile.

Thus it is worth having 
a ball, to celebrate not just 
the birth of one baby, but 
three babies after 24 years 
of marriage!

Congratulations to the 
wife of a member of the 
Adamawa State House of 
Assembly,  Lumsambani 
Dilli, who delivered triplets 
after 24 years of marriage.

According to a statement 
released by the joyous fa-
ther, both the mother and 
the babies are all hale and 
hearty.

“We found out we were 
having triplets; I am proud 
and grateful that after near-
ly 24 years of  marriage, 
my wife delivered three 
healthy, beautiful babies. I 
can’t express the pure hap-
piness of having a baby,” 
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Woman receives 
miracle 24years 
after marriage…As group holds 3-day annual summit

…Says to call woman the weaker sex is a libel MABEL DIMMA

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

the excited lawmaker, who 
represents Demsa Local 
Government Area, said.

 “ The lord is  good as 
today Mr. and Mrs. Lum-
sambani Mijah Dill i  are 
blessed with triplets after 
24 years of marriage with-
out bearing a child, glory 
be to God,” said the ecstatic 
new mother.

It just shows that nothing 
is impossible if you believe 
and hold on to your faith. 
Even though adoption is 
always a good option, many 
Nigerians are adverse to it.
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…unveils compelling offers, a Dana Air deal

…receives Skytrax awards for quality rating for premium service, first-rate comfort

Sheraton, Four Points, Le Meridien hotels in 
Nigeria celebrate Christmas in style

M
arriott Interna-
tional hotels In 
Nigeria which in-
clude; Sheraton La-
gos Hotel, Sheraton 

Abuja Hotel, Four Points by Shera-
ton Lagos and Le Meridien Ogeyi 
Place, Port Harcourt are geared to 
deliver elevated Christmas experi-
ences this season of cheer.

Barry Curran, area general man-
ager for all the hotels in Nigeria, ex-
plains, “We have special offers for 
everyone, from food lovers to music 
enthusiasts. For those visiting our 
hotels, get ready to illuminate your 
mind and sight as the ambience of 
the statement décor will highlight 
the Christmas spirit for those com-
ing through the doors of our hotels”.

Curran, who insisted that this 
Christmas is going to be one that 
guests would remember for a long 
time, said further that, “We have 
partnered with Dana Air to make 
this season much more memorable, 
the first 20 people who book a stay 
at any of our hotels will enjoy 25 
percent discount off your next 
Dana Air flight”.

 “Our ginger bread houses at 
Sheraton Lagos Hotel andSheraton 
Abuja Hotel will be set up at our 
lobbies for kids to go in, take pic-
tures and pick up treats as a token 
of how much we love and cherish 
them”. Santa’s Grotto Corner with 
free cookies, games, and loads of 
favorites for all kids will be a “mind 
blowing experience” at Sheraton 

Abuja Hotel”.
“Le Meridien Ogeyi Place, Port 

Harcourt will have the young ones 
from 0-5 years eating for free on all 
packages “while Santa Clause will 
thrill the kids at the hotel premises. 
A delightsome kid’s corner with 
gifts awaits each eager tender tot”.

“Kids at Four Points by Sheraton 
Lagos will equally be able to enjoy 
our kiddies’ treats which includes 
a bouncy castle, Santa Claus, face 
painting and PS4 games and a de-
lightful snow house to have fun in.

“From Friday December 8-25, 
2017, various Caroling activities 
will take place at the lobbies and 
gardens of our hotels with a range 
of interesting choir performances 
from various groups and churches. 
The children from Ijamido Or-
phanage will perform at Sheraton 
Lagos Hotel while the Zumuta Mata 
women, Abuja Choral Ensemble 
just to mention a few will serenade 
guests at Sheraton Abuja Hotel”.

“At the Sheraton Lagos Hotel 
our teams have put together a list 
of Christmas cakes on sale from De-
cember 15, 2017 to January 1, 2018. 
Favorites such as Yule log cakes, 
mince pies, stollen cakes and Christ-
mas cupcakes will be available for 
your purchase and pleasure”.

“Room offers are also available 
throughout the festive season and 
rates start from N34, 999 inclusive 
of taxes, complimentary breakfast, 
and access to recreational facilities, 
internet, and late check outs. Free 

to half price meals for kid’s under-
13yrs of age and other Christmas 
specials and New Year’s Eve treats”.

“For our lovers of good and 
wholesome culinary, our hotel 
teams have carefully organized spe-
cial meals, banquets and gala events 
for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
with delightful additions which 
are sure to add enriching moments 
to your family and friends year end 
reunion”.

“Four Points by Sheraton La-
gos will deliver an unforgettable 

Brazzerie Restaurant extended 
Christmas and New Year day buffet 
lunch relishing tasty dishes, and a 
selection of beverage”.

“While Sheraton Lagos Hotel  
will feature alongside special meals 
for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day; a 
New Year’s Eve a gala dinner and a 
free glass of champagne for all once 
the clock strikes midnight to ring in 
the New Year”.

At Sheraton Abuja Hotel, every 
group or family of five diners gets a 
complimentary bottle of wine dur-

ing the Christmas Day Lunch at the 
Ladi Kwali Conference Center and 
an enriching

New Year’s Lunch offer.
“ For those visiting Le Meridien 

Ogeyi Place, Port Harcourt, be sure 
to savor the unique South South 
specials from the Ororo restaurant 
along with delectable all day dining 
and special buffets during the sea-
son, the carving station at the buffet 
Special boxing day with unlimited 
Star beer will create the right party 
for your pleasure”.

 “We look forward to surprising 
our loyal customers with inspiring 
and pleasurable packages such as 
31 days of goodness and gifts, 20 
percent discount off individual gym 
membership, complimentary spa 
vouchers for pedicure, manicure 
or any massage for any package 
purchase;a silent disco courtesy of 
Hennessy Nigeria- all at  Four Points 
by Sheraton Lagos”, said Barry.

“We have certainly gone beyond 
to create these enticing and unfor-
gettable activities and treats lined 
up for our loyal patrons and visitors 
spending the Yuletide season with 
us, we believe we have  reinforced  
our position in the Market place not 
just as hotels for business travelers 
but as destinations that create excit-
ing opportunities and experiences 
for leisure travelers too”.

“Our teams look forward to 
celebrating Christmas and New 
Year with everyone,” Barry Curran 
concluded. 

Lufthansa maintains position as the only five-star airline in Europe

cially our colleagues in the cabins 
and cockpits and on the ground 
who fulfil our premium promise 
every day in their interactions 
with our passengers. I am con-
vinced that the most important 
factor in getting the fifth star 
was that we have the best airline 
employees.”

Edward Plaisted, the CEO of 
Skytrax, confirms: “The achieve-
ment of 5-Star Airline status by 
Lufthansa is not only a great 
accolade as the first European 
airline to reach this target, but is a 
clear recognition of the improve-
ments they have made in recent 
years,  particularly in all areas of 

the front line service delivery.”
The testers at Skytrax travel 

with the perspective of a pas-
senger. For their ratings, they 
evaluate the service quality of 
the respective airline with com-
prehensive assessments on the 
ground and in the air in up to 
800 categories. These include the 

service on board, seat comfort, 
catering, security measures, in-
flight entertainment, duty-free 
offers and many other services. 
For Skytrax, the consistency and 
constancy with which Lufthansa 
has forged ahead with the mod-
ernisation of its product was a key 
consideration in the decision to 
award the fifth star. For instance, 
the cabins in First, Business, Pre-
mium Economy and Economy 
have been comprehensively up-
graded over the last few years. 

The airline has also expanded 
its restaurant service from First 
Class to Business Class, improving 
its personalized appeal to pas-
sengers in the process. And it is 
also important to look ahead: to 
the new Business Class that will 
be rolling out in 2020 with the 
Boeing 777-9, and to a new and 
even better Premium Economy 
and Economy Class. 

Lufthansa also scored points 
with the new Lufthansa app and 
a wide variety of digital services 
on the ground and on board. The 
aim is to increasingly use digital 
opportunities to develop cus-
tomized offers and services for 
Lufthansa’s passengers. 

As the first airline out-
side Asia, Lufthansa has 
received five-star certi-

fication from British aviation 
consulting specialist Skytrax. 
This puts Lufthansa in the select 
group of now ten airlines that 
have been given this coveted rat-
ing. The Skytrax jury has already 
been awarding five stars to Luf-
thansa First Class for years – now 
the entire airline has received the 
same certification.

“The award is a well-deserved 
recognition of our major efforts 
to make Lufthansa one of the 
world’s leading premium airlines 
again,” says Carsten Spohr, Chair-
man of the Board of Deutsche 
Lufthansa AG. “We have caught 
up because we made huge in-
vestments in our fleet, updated 
all our cabins, introduced digital 
services, opened new lounges 
and improved service on board 
and on the ground. 

The combination of premium 
offerings with the quality and 
professionalism of our employees 
has earned Lufthansa the status 
of a five-star airline,” Spohr adds. 
“Everyone at Lufthansa can be 
proud of this certification, espe-

Lufthansa’ skypower award

Guestroom at a Marriot brand
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All eyes on Africa’s biggest street party

O
nce again, Cala-
bar, the capital 
city of Cross Riv-
er State, is bub-
bling as it does 

every last quarter of the year. 
This year, the city, which is 
nicknamed Canaan land by 
its citizens, is promising a 
better and bigger show for 
the 32-day Carnival Calabar, 
the biggest street party in 
Africa, which has already 
started and will last through 
the festive period. The 2017 
edition of the carnival, which 
started since 2004, is holding 
on the theme ‘Migration’.

 While the carnival has 
lived up to the expectations 
of the visitors since incep-
tion, the organisers are not 
resting on their oars in of-
fering visitors new excite-
ments every year. Of course, 
credits goes to Ben Ayade, 
governor of Cross River, for 
introducing the Calabar In-
ternational Street Carnival, 
the international version of 
the street party, which has 
within the short period of 
its introduction become the 
signature event of the carni-
val, especially playing host 
to thousands of tourists from 
around the world.

This year’s international 
carnival is promising a bet-
ter show as 25 countries are 
participating and offering 
variety, spice and global ap-
peal to the carnival. The local 
economy is once again set to 
be positively impacted by the 
visitors. From craft/souvenir 
makers, hospitality, trans-
port, care hire services, tour 
operators/guides, restaurants 
among others, it is 32 days of 
empowerment amid celebra-
tion.

Though hotels are spring-
ing up every day in Calabar, 
they are never enough for 
visitors as almost two million 
visitors will be hosted for the 
period of the carnival. Al-
ready, some people are tem-
porarily leasing their house 
to visitors as guest houses to 
close the guests’ accommoda-
tion deficit and making good 
income from that as most 
hotels in Calabar are already 
over booked.

The governor is also happy 
that the International Carni-
val, which is his brain-child, 
is growing in participation, 

organisation and appeal and 
far beyond his expectations. 
This prompted the governor 
to commended Ikechi Uko 
of Jedidah Promotions, the 
international consultant to 
Calabar Carnival who also 
is the organiser of Akwaaba 
African Travel Market, for 
world-class delivery of the 
event.

“I ke chi Uko has adde d 
huge Value to the carnival 
as people are now excited 
about the international part 
of the carnival. We need-
ed to improve and refresh 
the carnival. Because of the 
changing demographics and 
the need to hold the interest 
of the younger generation 
there is a need to improve on 
what we have offered as the 
carnival for 10 years. People 
come to the carnival expect-
ing something new and fresh. 
This is the reason we add 
new events every year”, the 
excited governor said when 
teams from Abuja and Lagos 

visited his office after the 
First Dry Run in Calabar last 
October.

But beyond, the Interna-
tional Carnival, there are 
new spices aimed at refresh-
ing visitors’ expectations. 
Some of the new offerings 
in the 2017 Carnival Calabar 
include; the Formula K bike 
race, beach carnival, wonder 
on wheels convertible and 
vintage cars showcase, Miss 
Africa 2017 is now refreshed 
with 23 countries as partici-
pants unlike 18 it wooed in 
its maiden edition, while 
the introduction of Kings 
and Queens will no longer 
be in the stadium but on the 
streets.

Other exciting additions 
include; black music festival, 
repeat of Nickelodeon Kids 
Festival at Tinapa, the Gov-
ernor’s Fete, and Buy Naija 
through the introduction of 
the Market Square Carnival.

Already, two dry runs of 
the carnival have held, Car-

nival Village is open, Miss 
Africa 2017 is ongoing among 
others events.

Speaking on the innova-
tions, Gabe Onah, chairman 
of the State Tourism Bureau 
Commission, assured that the 
2017 Carnival Calabar will 
take a different dimension to 
spice up the event as seen in 
past years.

“We have received over-
ture from about 25 coun-
tries to participate in this 
year’s event. We have also 
rephras e d the Kings and 
Queens unveiling; it will no 
longer be in the stadium but 
on the streets of Calabar so 
that everyone can experience 
it”, Onah said.

As well,  RoseMary Ar-
chibong, Commissioner for 
Information and Orientation, 
Cross River State, has assured 
on security and smooth host-
ing of all the events of the 
carnival.      

“There will be lots of ac-
tivities in the 32-day event. 

We have awarded contract 
to Lilleker Bros to take care 
of the street lights to ensure a 
bright carnival. Security and 
other challenges have been 
tackled to ensure a peaceful 
and hitch free carnival”, the 
commissioner assured.

Top among the activities 
of the 32-day event include: 
Black African Festival, Cul-
tural parade, and welcom-
ing of foreign participants 
on December 26th, while 
December 27th will usher in 
the Bikers Carnival and the 
2nd edition of Miss Africa 
pageant.

Of course, all eyes will be 
on December 28th for the 
main Carnival Calabar event, 
while December 29th will 
be highly anticipated Inter-
national Carnival, and the 
showcasing of Vintage Cars 
respectively.

December 30th and 31st 
will be Street Party from 
Rabanna to Christmas Vil-
lage and Fire Works to usher 
everyone; indigenes and visi-
tors alike into the New Year.

Speaking on the 2017 In-
ternational Carnival, Ikechi 
Uko, international consul-
tant to Carnival Calabar, 
expressed his delight over 
the world class organisation 
and delivery of the 2016 edi-
tion of the international leg 
of the carnival.

He noted that it was the 
enviable feats achieved last 
year that wooed more coun-
tries this year and promised a 
better and bigger show for all 
at the international carnival 
on December 29th.

So, all is set for the mother 
of fun this December, Cala-
bar is truly the adventure 
that awaits you this festive 
period, especially with its 
basket of excitement!

Carnival Calabar route tour by Governor Ben Ayade with the Carnival Com-
mission members  and the international consultancy team

The street party

One of the participating foreign countries in action at the 2016 edition
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Air freight demand: Africa posts largest year-on-year increase

A
frica p oste d the 
largest year-on-
year increase in de-
mand of all regions 
in October; with 

freight volumes rising 30.3 per 
cent, according to the Interna-
tional Air Transport Association 
(IATA) released data for global air 
freight markets showing that de-
mand, measured in freight tonne 
kilometers (FTKs), rose 5.9 per 
cent in October 2017 compared 
to the year-earlier period.

IATA stated that capacity 
increased 9.2 per cent, adding 
that during the same period 
international freight volumes 
grew by 28.5 per cent.

 This is more than three times 
the five-year average growth 
pace of 9.4 per cent.

 Demand, according to IATA 
has been boosted by very strong 
growth on the trade lane to and 
from Asia, which increased by 
more than 67 per cent in the first 
nine months of the year.

This was the 15th consecu-
tive month in which demand 
growth outstripped capacity 
growth, which is positive for 
load factors, yields, and financial 
performance.

While cargo demand remains 
strong, several indicators show 
that we may have passed the 
growth peak.

The inventory-to-sales ratio 
in the US is tracking sideways, 
indicating that the period when 
companies look to restock in-

ventories quickly—which often 
gives air cargo a boost—has 
ended. The new export orders 
component of the global Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI) 
is stable. And the upward trend 
in seasonally-adjusted freight 
volumes has moderated.

Freight volumes are still ex-
pected to grow in 2018, although 
at a slower pace than in 2017.

“Demand for air freight grew 
by 5.9% in October.  And tight-
ening supply conditions in the 
fourth quarter should see the 
air cargo industry deliver its 
strongest operational and finan-
cial performance since the post-
global financial crisis rebound in 
2010,” said Alexandre de Juniac, 
IATA’s Director General and 
CEO.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

T
oday, as the first airline 
outside Asia, Lufthansa 
has received five-star 
certification from Brit-

ish aviation consulting specialist 
Skytrax. This puts Lufthansa 
in the select group of now ten 
airlines that have been given this 
coveted rating. The Skytrax jury 
has already been awarding five 
stars to Lufthansa First Class for 
years – now the entire airline has 
received the same certification.

“The award is a well-deserved 
recognition of our major efforts 
to make Lufthansa one of the 
world’s leading premium airlines 
again,” says Carsten Spohr, Chair-
man of the Board of Deutsche 
Lufthansa AG.

“We have caught up because 
we made huge investments in 
our fleet, updated all our cab-
ins, introduced digital services, 
opened new lounges and im-
proved service on board and on 
the ground. The combination of 
premium offerings with the qual-
ity and professionalism of our 
employees has earned Lufthansa 
the status of a five-star airline,” 
Spohr adds.

Lufthansa receives five-star airline certification
 “Everyone at Lufthansa can 

be proud of this certification, 
especially our colleagues in the 
cabins and cockpits and on the 
ground who fulfil our premium 
promise every day in their in-
teractions with our passengers. 
I am convinced that the most 
important factor in getting the 
fifth star was that we have the 
best airline employees.”

Edward Plaisted, the CEO of 
Skytrax, confirms: “The achieve-
ment of 5-Star Airline status by 
Lufthansa is not only a great 
accolade as the first European 
airline to reach this target, but is a 
clear recognition of the improve-
ments they have made in recent 
years,  particularly in all areas of 
the front line service delivery.”

The testers at Skytrax travel 
with the perspective of a pas-
senger. For their ratings, they 
evaluate the service quality of 

the respective airline with com-
prehensive assessments on the 
ground and in the air in up to 
800 categories. These include the 
service on board, seat comfort, 
catering, security measures, in-
flight entertainment, duty-free 
offers and many other services.

For Skytrax, the consistency 
and constancy with which Luf-
thansa has forged ahead with 
the modernisation of its product 
was a key consideration in the 
decision to award the fifth star.

For instance, the cabins in 
First, Business, Premium Econ-
omy and Economy have been 
comprehensively upgraded over 
the last few years. The airline has 
also expanded its restaurant ser-
vice from First Class to Business 
Class, improving its personal-
ized appeal to passengers in the 
process.

Lufthansa also scored points 
with the new Lufthansa app and 
a wide variety of digital services 
on the ground and on board. 
The aim is to increasingly use 
digital opportunities to develop 
customized offers and services 
for Lufthansa’s passengers.

E
thiopian Airlines, SKY-
TRAX certified Four Star 
Global Airline, is pleased 
to announce that its sec-

ond B-787-9 aircraft named after 
the Chinese capital city Beijing, 
has made its maiden commercial 
flight to Beijing.

Ethiopian Boeing 787-9 at 
Beijing Capital International 
Airport On-board the new Ethi-
opian game changing fleet, pas-
sengers have enjoyed its unique 
features such biggest windows in 
the sky, high ceiling, less noise, 
distinctive lighting, and higher 
air humidity at 40 000 feet.

The airline is among the vet-
eran carriers that started serving 
the People’s Republic of China 
back in the early 1970’s, which 
has translated into a flourishing 

commercial and bilateral coop-
eration between the continent 
of Africa and China.

Currently Ethiopian op-
erates 30 weekly scheduled 
flights through its five gate-
ways in China: Beijing, Shang-
hai, Guangzhou, Hong Kong 
and Chengdu.

The carrier is supporting Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative with 
its extensive and convenient 
network of passenger and cargo 
connectivity in Africa, Middle 
East, Asia and Europe.

Beijing is a city with profound 
history and tourist sites such as 
the Great Wall, the Palace Mu-
seum and the Temple of Heaven. 
Apart from these famous histori-
cal sites, Beijing is also a political 
and cultural centre of China.

Ethiopian second b787-9 makes debut flight to beijing

Asia-Pacific airlines saw 
freight volumes increase by 
4.4% and capacity expanded 
by 3.9% in October 2017, com-
pared to the same period last 
year. Demand for freight is now 
around 3% higher than the peak 
reached in the post-financial 
crisis rebound in 2010. The re-
gion’s manufacturers continue 
to enjoy buoyant order books. 
And the major exporters in 
China and Japan are reporting 
growing backlogs supported 
in part by stronger economic 
activity in Europe.

  North American carriers 
posted an increase in freight 
volumes of 6.6% for October. 
This was a slowdown from the 
7.4% recorded in September 
but still  ahead of the five-
year average pace of growth. 
Capacity increased 3.8%. The 
strength of the US economy 
and the US dollar has boosted 
the inbound freight market in 
recent years. Data from the US 
Census Bureau shows an 11.6% 
year-on-year increase in air 
imports to the US in the first 
nine months of 2017, compared 
to a slower rise in export orders 
of 6.5%.

    European airlines posted 
a 6.4% increase in freight de-
mand in October 2017. This 
was a marked slowdown from 
the 10.6% growth in demand 
in September, however it was 
still above the five year aver-
age of 9.0%. Capacity increased 
2.5%. Concerns that the recent 
strengthening of the euro might 
have affected the region’s ex-

porters have not materialized 
yet. Europe’s manufacturers’ ex-
port orders are growing at their 
fastest pace in more than seven 
years. Freight demand remains 
very healthy on transatlantic 
routes and is strong on routes to 
and from Asia – having received 
a boost in trade from the eco-
nomic stimulus measures put in 
place by China.

    Middle Eastern carriers’ 
year-on-year freight volumes 
increased 4.6% in October and 
capacity increased 3.4%. During 
the same period international 
freight volumes slowed to 4.7% 
from 9.2% the previous month. 
The recent volatility produced 
by the region in the year-on-year 
growth rate for international 
freight volumes is due to de-
velopments in demand in 2016 
rather than a marked change 
in the current traffic trend. In 
fact, seasonally-adjusted inter-
national freight volumes have 
continued to trend upwards at 
a rate of 8-10% over the past six 
months.

    Latin American airlines 
experienced a growth in demand 
of 7.2% in October and a capacity 
increase of 4.4% compared to the 
same period in 2016. Interna-
tional freight volumes rose by 
7.7% over the same period. This 
is nearly nine times the five-year 
average rate of 0.9%. The pick-
up in demand reflects signs of 
recovery in the region’s largest 
economy, Brazil. Seasonally-
adjusted international freight 
volumes are now back to the 
levels seen at the end of 2014.

Bayo Akintoye founder and. Editor-in-chief, Bullnet Homebuyers Quarterly (BHQ) presenting 
a copy of his publication to  Babatunde Raji Fashola, Minister of Power, Works and Housing 
in his Office recently.
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Rasak ayinla 

I
n a bid to curb the endemic 
of soil transmitted Helmin-
thiasis diseases, and also 
to ensure healthy living of 
citizenry, particularly chil-

dren in the state, the Ogun state 
Government has embarked on 
a State Wide School - Based De-
worming Exercise across the 20 
Local Government Areas targeted 
at 1.37 million children. 

The Commissioner for Health, 
Babatunde Ipaye, while under-
scoring the purpose of the exer-
cise stated that worms in children 
could cause weakness, fatigue, 
armenia and stunted growth that 
could ultimately lead to mental 
inefficiency, physical instability 
which will eventually affect their 
learning in school, adding that 
one of the the key strategies of 
Government was to ensure that 
people most especially children 
live healthy lives and also to en-
sure that the homegrown school 
feeding programme of the Gov-
ernment have  positive impact on 
their learning ability. 

“One of the key strategies of 
the government is to ensure that 
our children live healthy live and 
also ensure that the homegrown 
school feeding programme and 
the traditional meals that these 
pupils have at home have posi-
tive impact on their learning 
capability. Average of four to ten 
children have worms and this 
could cause weakness, fatigue, 
armenia and stunting that would 
ultimately lead to mental inef-
ficiency, physical instability and 
of course affect their learning in 
school”, The Commissioner said. 

A
s part of global efforts 
to end the prevalence 
of diarrheoa as a public 

health threat, the second lead-
ing cause of death in children 
under five years old and is 
responsible for killing about 
525,000 children every year, 
Save the Children Internation-
al Nigeria in collaboration with 
the Lagos State Government 
and National Primary Health 
Care Development Agency 
(NPHCDA), with the support 
from Reckitt Benckiser has 
flagged off the administration 
of rotavirus vaccine to under 
5 children in Somolu LGA and 
Bariga LCDA.

“The purpose of this initia-
tive is to reduce the prevalence 
of diarrhoea disease by 50% in 
Lagos State, said Aliza Leferink, 
Marketing Director, Reckitt 
Benckiser (West Africa).

Leferink stated that for the 
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Ogun moves to save 1.3 million children from Helminthiasis disease

Reckitt Benckiser partners Save the Children, to reduce 
prevalence of diarrhoea disease in Lagos State 

?????????????

Ipaye stated further that the 
exercise was in collaboration with 
Evidence Action, saying that the 
drugs were globally donated by 
the best pharmaceutical compa-
nies around the world who were 
in partnership with Ogun state 
Government and will not support 
substandard Services. 

Speaking, the Lead Repre-
sentative, Evidence Action, Ima 
Chima appreciated the State 
Government for supporting the 
initiative, maintaining that the 
Group will continue to lend its 

support in  eradicating soil trans-
mitted Helminthiasis disease 
amongst children in the state. 

“We want to appreciate the 
state Government for the suc-
cess of the initiative. We are 
very proud to be associated with 
Ogun state, we shall continue to 
support the state till children be-
comes worm free”, She submitted. 

 Helminths are parasitic 
worms. They are the most com-
mon infectious agents of humans 
in developing countries and 

produce a global burden of dis-
ease that exceeds better-known 
conditions, including malaria and 
tuberculosis.

 Helminthiasis is a medical 
condition wherein a part of the 
body is infested with worms such 
as the pinworm, roundworm or 
tapeworm. Said parasites resides 
& stay in the gastrointestinal 
tracts, the liver & other organs.

 Confirmation of the medical 
condition includes the use of 
endoscopy.  Treatment includes 

administration of Mebendazole. 
Symptoms includes abdominal 
pain, diarrhea, fever, fatigue, 
enlarged liver & spleen, cough, 
malabsorption, anemia bowel 
obstruction,dehydration, itchy 
skin, malaise & gastrointestinal 
inflammation among others.

 It is commonly cause by the 
parasitic worms such as round-
worms & pinworms which re-
sides in the intestinal tract & 
sometimes to other organs of 
the body.

first time in the history of the 
Nigerian health system, chil-
dren less than five years will 
receive rotavirus vaccine, a 
protection against diarrhoea 
disease, free in designated pub-
lic and private health facilities 
across Somolu LGA and Bariga 
LCDA in Lagos State.

“Diarrhoea is one of the 

leading causes of death among 
under 5 year old children in 
Nigeria. By this development, 
access to rotavirus vaccination 
would no longer be a privilege 
of a few as experienced in the 
past, but the right of all chil-
dren irrespective of their socio-
economic status” said Leferink.

She further added that Ro-

tavirus vaccines have helped 
in saving lives and improving 
health conditions in countries 
where children have access to 
them.

“Swift and significant de-
clines in hospitalizations and 
deaths due to rotavirus and 
all-cause diarrhea have been 
observed in many countries 
with rotavirus vaccines in 
their national immunization 
programs,

“Rotavirus is the most com-
mon cause of severe diarrhoea, 
and one of the leading causes 
of preventable deaths amongst 
children under-five years glob-
ally.

“The virus spreads easily 
among infants and young 
children. It affects more than 
400,000 children annually and 
research suggests that 9 out of 
10 children who receives rota-
virus vaccine will be protected 
against the rotavirus in the 
advent of diarrhoea infection. 

“It is projected that Nigeria 
could reduce its diarrhoea bur-
den by up to 40% which would 
avert approximately 24,518 an-
nual deaths in children.

“Our overall ambition for 
this programme is to help in 
reducing the burden of diar-
rhoea, one of the leading causes 
of deaths in children and also 
develop sustainable hygiene 
behaviours in Nigerian com-
munities.” She said.

Today is remarkable for 
Lagos State and Nigeria. We 
therefore call on the govern-
ment at all levels to sustain this 
notable event by using lessons 
from the Stop Diarrhea Initia-
tive Project with Support from 
Reckitt Benckiser to improve 
government health services 
delivery system. This will help 
reduce childhood mortality 
across the country, prevent 
needless death and compro-
mising the future of this great 
nation.
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Kemi Ajumobi 
With Wired Reports

P
fizer has entered an agree-
ment with MSF Interna-
tional to supply Pneumo-
coccal Conjugate Vaccine 
(PCV) in humanitarian 

emergency settings and select de-
veloping countries.

 Pneumococcal conjugate vac-
cine (PCV) is a pneumococcal vac-
cine and a conjugate vaccine used 
to protect infants, young children, 
and adults against disease caused 
by the bacterium Streptococcus 
pneumoniae (the pneumococcus). 
There are currently three types of 
PCV available on the global market, 
which go by the brand names: Pre-
vnar (called Prevenar in some coun-
tries), Synflorix and Prevnar 13.

In January 2017, their multi dose 
vial (MDV) of PCV became available in 
the world’s poorest countries through 
their partnership with Gavi, the Vac-
cine Alliance. It has also been used to 
vaccinate children in refugee settings.

The multi-year agreement which 
should run through December 31, 
2020 has the possibility of extension 
to more years. It will be donated to 
organizations supporting the refugee 
crisis.

Pfizer is providing its new MDV 
at the lowest prevailing global price, 
$3.05 per dose, for both humanitar-
ian emergencies and Gavi countries. 
Pfizer also committed to extend the 
price of $3.05 per dose to Gavi eligible 
countries even after they graduate 

Osahon Enabulele, Vice 
President Commonwealth 
Medical Association, and 

consultant of family physician 
has identified inappropriate 
funding for health sector as one 
of the factors responsible for 
brain drain in the country, calling 
on government to restore order 
and make strategic restructuring 
towards improving health care 
system.

 Enabulele, who made the 
observation at the 34th Annual 
General Meeting/Scientific Con-
ference of Association of Resi-
dent Doctors, University of Ilorin 
Teaching Hospital, described 
brain drain as departure of highly 
skilled, trained and talented hu-
man beings emigrating from a 
less economically advanced areas 
to economically developed areas 
for better remuneration.

 The medical practitioner 
spoke on the theme: “Curbing the 
massive brain drain in Nigeria 
health sector: Restructuring as 
the solution”.

 According to him, medical 

Pfizer enters agreement with MSF International to 
supply PCV to select developing countries 

‘Inappropriate funding for health sector 
responsible for brain drain in the country’ 

based on their improved economic 
standing through 2025.

Pfizer has long entered the into the 
collaboration with GAVI to make PCV 
available to Gavi-eligible countries, 
which consist of 73 countries with 
Gross National Income (GNI)/capita of 
$1580 or less.

As a result of this, one out of every 
two doses of pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine that Pfizer distributes goes to 
the world’s poorest countries through 
its Gavi partnership. To date, Pfizer has 

professionals in the country are 
currently facing lots of challenges 
such as; insecurity, draconian 
policies of government,  poor 
infrastructure,  unemployment 
among others,  thereby making 
environment in Nigeria to be un 
conducive for medical doctors.

 He added that, other push fac-
tors leading to mass emigration 
of Nigerians to other countries 
include; poor funding in budget-

delivered more than 300 million doses 
of its pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 
helping to protect more than 20 million 
babies in Gavi countries each year.

Building on their commitment to 
supply up to 740 million doses of our 
PCV through 2025, via their partner-
ship with Gavi, Pfizer also provides 
support for programs and disease 
awareness.

In Niger, Mali, and the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Pfizer supports 
health care worker training intended 

to help people recognize the early signs 
of pneumonia and inform caregivers of 
the importance of vaccination. Plans 
are in place to extend this training to 
Angola. In addition, the Pfizer Founda-
tion* supports several programs aimed 
at increasing access to, and the quality 
of, immunizations and other health 
interventions. These important child 
health and survival programs are 
in several countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa, including Ethiopia, Uganda, 
Malawi, Kenya, and Benin.

 Prevnar (PCV7) is a heptavalent 
vaccine, meaning that it contains the 
cell capsule sugars of seven serotypes 
of the bacteria S. pneumoniae (4, 6B, 
9V, 14, 18C, 19F and 23F), conjugated 
with diphtheria proteins. It was manu-
factured by Wyeth (which has since 
been acquired by Pfizer). In the United 
States, vaccination with Prevnar is 
recommended for all children younger 
than 2 years, and for unvaccinated 
children between 24 and 59 months 
old who are at high risk for pneumo-
coccal infections.

Synflorix (PCV10) is produced by 
GlaxoSmithKline. It is a decavalent 
vaccine, meaning that it contains ten 
serotypes of pneumococcus (1, 4, 5, 6B, 
7F, 9V, 14, 18C, 19F and 23F) which are 
conjugated to a carrier protein. Synflo-
rix received a positive opinion from the 
European Medicines Agency for use in 
the European Union in January 2009 
and GSK received European Commis-
sion authorization to market Synflorix 
in March 2009.

Prevnar 13 (PCV13) is produced 
by Pfizer. It is a tridecavalent vaccine, 
meaning that it contains thirteen 
serotypes of pneumococcus (1, 3, 4, 5, 
6A, 6B, 7F, 9V, 14, 18C, 19A, 19F and 
23F) which are conjugated to diph-
theria carrier protein. Prevnar 13 was 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration on February 24, 2010. 
After waiting for the outcome of a 
trial underway in the Netherlands, 
the Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommended the 
vaccine for adults over age 65 in Au-
gust 2014. 

SiKiRAT SHeHu, ilorin we need to expand and explore 
other directives, there should be 
expansion in medical opportu-
nities, more empowerment and 
support should be given to both 
private and public health care 
service providers,  provision of 
robust education, training and 
retraining of medical workers to 
ensure required standard, bet-
ter performance and be able to 
compete internationally,” he said.

 Enabulele, said that if health 
care system is provided with 
adequate potentials, it will go a 
long way in curbing menace of 
brain drain, encourage citizens 
to practice in their countries and 
as well minimise health tourism.

 In his welcome address, Alex-
ander Ige, President, Association 
of Residence Doctors (ARD), Uni-
versity of Ilorin Teaching Hospital 
(UITH) Chapter, revealed that ac-
cording to the Medical and Dental 
Council of Nigeria (MDCAN), only 
35,000 medical doctors are cur-
rently working in Nigeria while 
40,000 have left the shores of the 
country to work outside.

According to him, 50 percent 
of Nigerian medical doctors are 

outside Nigeria, adding that this 
portends danger to the country. 
He explained further that, UITH 
is also witnessing steady rise 
in numbers of doctors seeking 
greener pastures outside Nigeria.

 The president of ARD while 
expressing worry over the way 
health care professionals es-
pecially doctors are jetting out 
of this country permanently 
in search of greener pastures 
is alarming said: “Doctors are 
leaving in numbers and it is 
disheartening because the way 
it is going, if anybody becomes 
sick, that means, there will be no 
specialist around to treat the sick 
in the country,” he said.

 “If this is allowed to continue, 
we believe it will have deleteri-
ous effect on the health is this 
nation. As stakeholders in health 
care delivery in Nigeria, we need 
to make concerted effort to re-
press this menace as it has great 
potentials to further jeopardize 
quality health care in our coun-
try,” Ige added.

 He explained that, the theme 
for 2017 AGM is timely as the situ-
ation calls for proactive measures.

ary allocation, and inability to 
judiciously utilise the fund, poor 
planning deficit in the health 
sector.

 “The performance of health 
care system in Nigeria is not im-
pressive. Why Nigerian medical 
doctors moved to UK or other 
places was because the environ-
ment is not conducive for their 
survival.

 “Technology is moving fast, 



Sports

S
unday Ajah of Aba Sports 
Club, has emerged win-
ner of the 16th edition of 
Heineken Aba Golf Open 
Championship, held at 

the prestigious Aba Sports Club 
1926, 18-hole golf course.

Ajah had a gross score of 151 
over two days, to defeat second 
placed Ude Sunday, who had a 
gross score of 155 over two days 
and Emmanuel Onumajuru, a 
previous winner of the tourna-
ment, who came a distance third 
with a gross score of 156, over 
two days.

For Ajah, who participated 
in a recent Golf tournament in 
South Africa, winning the Aba 
Golf Open Championship was his 
dream, no wonder he was excited 
when he was announced the 
overall winner.

In his words, “I am very happy, 
because this is one of the tourna-
ments that I dreamt wining and I 
give thanks to God, who made it 
possible.

“This is special because, this is 
my first time of wining anything 
in this championship, since I 
started participating in it, five 
years ago and that makes it more 
interesting.

Ajah, who has Roy McEnroe 
as his role model, said he wants 
to play professional golf. I want to 
take my game to a higher level, I 
was in South Africa for the MTN 
world amateur championship in 
2014 and I am ready to go higher 

It is no secret that football en-
joys a huge and passionate 
followership in Nigeria and 

unites millions of Nigerians, and 
as such, Chivita 100% has un-
veiled new Limited Edition Packs 
featuring football stars like Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic, Paul Pogba, David 
De Gea and Anthony Martial 
as part of its “Breakfast with the 
Stars” campaign to provide foot-
ball loving Nigerians a wonderful 
opportunity to enjoy and share 
healthy and complete breakfast 
moments with these stars.

The new Chivita 100% Lim-
ited Edition Packs seek to mo-
tivate, and drive aspirational 
connection between consumers 
and their favourite football stars, 
as well as promote an active 
lifestyle through a complete 
breakfast and celebration of 
100% achievement.

Football fans dream football 
and admire these football stars 
who represent one of the best 
football club the game has to of-
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Ajah wins Heineken Aba Amateur 
Open Golf Championship

New Chivita 100% edition packs bring football stars to breakfast

GODFREY OFURUM, AbA

L-R: Ben Umeh, regional business manager, Aba, Nigerian Breweries (NB) plc, Uzodinma Odenigbo, public affairs manager, South, 
NB plc, Patrick Ejidoh, managing director, Champions Breweries plc, Uyo, Sunday Ajah, winner of the 16th Heineken Aba Amateur 
Golf Open Championship, Babatunde Jinadu, brewery manager, Aba/Awommama breweries, NB plc and Geoffrey Uzoagbara, 
president, Aba Sports Club; during the presentation of award to Aja

than that.
He thanked Emeka Ekwe-

belem and Ngodi Nkwoji, lady 
captain, Golf section of Aba Sports 
Club, his sponsors, for their assis-
tance and promised to continue to 
do them proud.

He commended Nigerian 
Breweries plc for sponsoring the 
championship and appealed to the 

fer. These football stars inspire, 
excite, entertain and motivate 
because as achievers they believe 
in 100% commitment to excel-
lence. Consumers are thrilled by 
these successes, thereby devel-
oping more attraction to football 
and growing an enduring con-
nection.

Seen as a masterstroke in 
communicating the breakfast 
narrative of the “Breakfast with 
the Stars” campaign, the new 
Chivita 100% Limited Edition 
Packs are a fresher, brighter and 
bolder packaging innovation that 
visually communicates the love 
for a game and fruit juice that 
unites us. So during breakfast 
every morning consumers can 
look forward to #DareToConquer 
with Zlatan Ibrahimovic, #Back-
withaBang with Paul Pogba, 
#DeclareMartialLaw with An-
thony Martial or #SaveTheDay 
with David De Gea. The com-
munication campaign effort will 
be deployed across various media 
vehicle and consumer touch 
points like Radio, Print, Digital 
platforms, Out of Home, Expe-

firm to assist young players, to join 
the professional ranks.

Not less than one-hundred and 
fifty (150) amateur golfers from all 
parts of the country feature in the 
highly rated Heineken Aba Open 
Golf Championship, sponsored 
by the Nigerian Breweries plc, 
annually.

Sponsorship of such tourna-

ments, by Nigeria Breweries (NB) 
Plc, is in line with the firm’s phi-
losophy of winning with Nigeria, 
Uzodinma Odenigbo, regional 
public affairs manager, South, NB 
Plc, says.

He promised that the firm 
would continue to support the 
country’s national development, 
through its corporate social re-

riential, Point of Sales outlets to 
name a few.

According to Chi Limited’s 
Head of Marketing, Probal Bhat-
tacharya, millions of Nigerians 

are passionate about football and 
the new Chivita 100% Limited 
Packs are a great way to bring 
football icons to the table cour-
tesy of Chivita 100%.

sponsibility programmes.
According to him, sponsorship 

of the tournament offers the firm, 
the opportunity to demonstrate 
her ever commitment, towards 
sports development in Aba, Abia 
State and Nigeria in general.

According to him, “we have 
over the years been active in sup-
porting Nigeria’s national develop-
ment aspirations, which is seen 
by our continuous identification 
and response to major challenges 
confronting the nation, through 
corporate social responsibility 
programmes, especially in the 
area of sports, youth empower-
ment, and talent development, 
amongst others.

He stated that NB plc and Aba 
Sports Club-1926 have become 
partners in many ways and there-
fore shall continue to support 
the tournament and other pro-
grammes, from time to time and 
appreciated the unalloyed loyalty 
of the club, by ensuring that its 
brands are never out of stock in 
the club.

He thanked the organizing 
committee, the trustees and presi-
dent of Aba Sports club for their 
numerous support and contribu-
tions, which ensures successful 
hosting of the championship, 
annually.

NB plc, is the leading bever-
age company in Nigeria with 
robust corporate social responsi-
bility profile and strong brands 
portfolio, which has remained 
undaunted in production of high 
quality brands for the enjoyment 

AnthOnY nlEbEM
“The objective of the Chivita 

100% Limited Packs is to lever-
age on our passion for football in 
Nigeria to generate excitement 
among consumers by giving 
them an opportunity to have 
breakfast with great football 
stars like Pogba, Zlatan, De Gea, 
Martial, and among others. Con-
sumers now have one special 
reason to stay motivated and 
achieve 100% success like these 
football stars when they start 
their day with Chivita 100%,” 
he stated.

Widely preferred as a healthy 
beverage addition to breakfast, 
Chivita 100% is made from real 
natural fruits with no added 
sugar, no artificial colours and 
no preservatives. It is ideal for 
health-conscious consumers 
who desire a range of refreshing 
and nourishing fruit choices for 
a complete breakfast diet.

The new look Chivita 100% 
Limited Edition Packs will roll-
out in 1Litre packs across its six 
variants of Real Orange, & Red 
Grape, and will be available to 
consumers till stocks last.
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Russia 2018: Belief, mental strength will make Eagles soar- Pinnick

I
jaiye Housing Estate 
Grammar School, Ojokoro 
and Isale Eko Grammar 
School, Lagos Island yes-
terday emerged cham-

pion of champions for the 
season in the boys and girls’ 
categories respectively of this 
year’s Guaranty Trust Bank Plc 
(GTBank) Super Cup played at 
the Agege Stadium.

The matches, which pitched 
the Lagos State Principals Cup 
winners against their Ogun 
State counterparts in both 
categories, were to decide the 
overall champions for the GT-
Bank Football Tournaments 
in 2017.

The stadium was filled by 
fans of the schools in the fi-
nals, Ijaiye Grammar School 
boys showed why they are 
worthy champion of the Lagos 
version when they defeated 
Ogun State’s champion, Pakoto 
High School, Ayede-Ifo, 2-1 in 
a keenly contested game.

Earlier, the Isale Eko girls, 
who are the champion of 
the girls category in Lagos, 
defeated their Ogun State 
counterpart, Iko Gateway 
Grammar School, Idiroko, 1-0.

Commenting on the signifi-
cance of the competition in 
Nigeria’s educational frame-
work, the Managing Director 

Ahead of the Russia 
2018 FIFA World Cup, 
Nigeria Football Fed-

eration (NFF) President, Ama-
ju Melvin Pinnick, is confi-
dent that mental strength, 
self –belief and youthfulness 
will serve the Super Eagles 
well at the 21st World Cup 
finals in Russia next year 
summer.

Speaking on the World 
Sport programme of the Cable 
News Network (CNN) from 
the station’s London studio 
on Monday, Pinnick, who is 
a Member of the CAF Execu-
tive Committee and President 
of AFCON, also commended 
the African body for its de-
cision to support the conti-
nent’s five flagbearers’ prepa-
rations for Russia 2018 with 
much –needed cash.

“First and foremost, I must 
commend all the 32 qualified 
teams because they came 
from very intense qualifying 
campaigns. What will then 
matter at the finals in Russia 
are factors such as the quality 
of preparation by each team, 
the mental state of the play-

L-R: Yomi Bajela, Director, Administration and Supplies, Ministry of Education, Ogun State; Jide Sipe, Deputy Manager, Corporate Communications and External Affairs, GTBank; 
Tomi  Olanrewaju, Events and External Affairs, GTBank and Jimmy Sogbesan, CEO, Media Vision at the GTBank 2017 Super Cup final held in Lagos on Wednesday.

Anthony nlebem

and Chief Executive Officer of 
Guaranty Trust Bank Plc, Mr. 
Segun Agbaje, believes “the 
competition paves the way 
for youths to cultivate their 
sporting talents, whilst foster-

ing and building a healthier 
lifestyle at a critical stage in 
their lives.”

To qualify for the Super 
Cup finals, it will be recalled 
that Ijaiye School boys de-

ers and prayers from back 
home.

“We are in a ‘decent group.’ 
Argentina have such a high 
pedigree and Croatia and 
Iceland are very good. Iceland 
reached the quarter –finals of 
the European Championship 
last year and topped their 
qualifying group, so there are 
no minnows in there.

“We are banking on good 

preparation and the belief 
that our young players have 
in themselves. I am also 
happy that CAF is weighing 
in with some good money 
($500,000 each) to support 
the preparation of the Afri-
can flag –bearers. I can also 
tell you that CAF is looking 
to see an African team in the 
semi –finals or even to go all 
the way to win the trophy.”

feated Ikotun Senior High 
School in the final of the GT-
Bank Lagos State Principals 
Cup while Isale Eko girls beat 
Government Senior College, 
Agege.

In the Ogun State version, 
Pakoto High Scho ol b oys 
humbled Ipara Community 
High School, Ipara, as Iko 
G ateway girls  dethrone d 
Muslim High School.

Pinnick said nobody gave 
the Super Eagles any chance 
of defeating Argentina in 
a friendly in Krasnodar 20 
days ago.

“We have a coach who has 
the mentality of a winner, 
and he has imbibed the play-
ers with the same attitude.  
We can do very well at the 
World Cup in Russia. I am 
very delighted that we have 
a team for tomorrow; a team 
for the next (2022) World Cup 
finals.

“African players light up 
the English Premiership ev-
ery weekend. Liverpool FC 
appear not to be able to do 
without Mohamed Salah and 
Sadio Mane, and Chelsea FC 
sometimes struggle without 
Victor Moses. We have bright 
prospects in Russia.”

Nigeria will trade tackles 
with two –time world cham-
pions and reigning world 
vice champions Argentina, 
Iceland and Croatia in Group 
D at Russia 2018.

Argentina have narrowly 
won all four previous FIFA 
World Cup clashes with Ni-

geria (all at group phase: 1994, 
2002, 2010, 2014) but the 
Eagles have lashed the La 
Albiceleste in two prestige 
friendlies (2011 and 2014), 
while honours in two clash-
es in the final of the Men’s 
Olympic Football Tourna-
ment (1996 and 2008) have 
been shared.

Nigeria have never played 
Croatia – the small East Eu-
ropean nation that shocked 
the world by winning bronze 
medals at her maiden FIFA 
World Cup appearance in 
1998.

Nigeria and Iceland have 
met only once before in his-
tory – a friendly match in 
Reykjavik on 22nd August 
1981 that the Strakarnir Ok-
kar (Our Boys) won 3-0. It was 
part of the Eagles’ preparation 
for the final round of quali-
fiers for the 1982 FIFA World 
Cup, which they lost to Alge-
ria home and away.

Incidental ly,  the two 
teams’ clash in Russia will 
also be on the twenty –sec-
ond day of the month – 22nd 
June 2018 in Volgograd.
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Week
Quotes of the

The Internet is replete with dangers for 
the unwary user and the unprotected 
computer. Some experts say as many as 
100 new viruses are created daily, infecting 
computers around the world. While many 
of those viruses are essentially harmless, 
merely causing a popup message that says 
“Merry Christmas” or temporarily moving 
things around on the computer’s desktop, 
a fair number of them are truly dangerous, 
destroying millions of dollars’ worth of data 
every year.
Viruses are only one type of program that 
falls under the category of “Malware.” Mal-
ware are programs the user does not want, 
but that are installed on their computer by 
some inadvertent action by the computer 
user. Many of them are distributed attached 
to emails, free programs, and other down-
loads from the Internet. Once in the com-
puter, they do what they were intended 
to do, and never is it beneficial to the com-
puter or the computer’s owner.

Blogs
From the 

“The letter dated October 5 was never 
signed by me. Maina’s case, up to that point, 
was still work in progress and I wrote KIV on it. 
Again, the letter of February 21 could not have 
emanated from my office because it did not 
follow procedure. The matter is under investi-
gation”. Abubakar Malami, Minister of Justice 
and Attorney General of the Federation.

 “From our records, Maina received his last 
salary in February 2013. In March 2013, he 
was removed from the payroll. The civil service 
operated an automated payment system which 
would have shown such. I don’t know from 
where he received the salary. There is nobody 
with the name Abdulrasheed Maina in our 
system.” Ahmed Idris, Accountant-General of 
the Federation.  

“I think it’s important to be mindful of both 
the power of these tools but also its limits,” 
Obama said, when asked about the dangers 
of Twitter, a platform on which Trump has 
caused repeat controversies. What I would 
say is Twitter, Facebook, WhatsApp, all these 
various platforms are extraordinarily powerful 
tools, and those tools can be used for good and 
the tools can be used for ill”. Barack Obama, 
former US president.

Numbers
 1.5%
The Nigerian equities market maintained a signifi-
cant bullish trend this week as the All-Share Index 
appreciated by 1.5 per cent week-to-date to close 
at a three-month high of 37,944.60 basis points.

In October, the European Union 
announced a plan to invest €40 
billion ($47.6 billion) in Africa, a 

“Marshall Plan” for the continent that 
would boost economic growth, create 
jobs, and, ultimately, slow the migration 
of young Africans to Europe. “Words 
won’t convince migrants to stay at 
home,” European Parliament President 
Antonio Tajani said. “We must give them 
a chance to have a decent life.”

Tajani is right. Unfortunately, his 
approach is not.

For almost 60 years, well-meaning 
foreign governments, many of them 
European, have poured huge sums of 
money into Africa, with little to show 
for it. Lasting solutions to Africa’s 
development challenges require funding, 
to be sure, but they also demand a 
significant recalibration in relations 
with foreign partners. And Africa’s 
relationship with Europe may require 
the biggest overhaul of all.

The problem goes much de ep er 
than money; one might even say it’s 
philosophical. Africa and Europe have 
a very old relationship, marked by 
complexity and pain. Europe imposed 
its system of governance, values, and 
more recently, approaches to trade, 
long claiming that Africans need to be 
trained, to modernize, and to emphasize 
“capacity building.” This patronizing 
partnership has run its course, and it is 

China and India have already identified 
the human-capital potential of Africa’s 
youth, Europe must move quickly to 
attract and retain – rather than repel – 
African professionals. Of the 375,000 
students from the continent who study 
abroad each year, many will establish 
businesses and find their own place in 
a globalized economy upon graduation. 
There is already growing competition in 
the US, Canada, China, the Middle East, 
and Africa itself to attract these highly 
educated and mobile students.

Just as sixteenth-century Europe 
needed African gold, twenty-first-
century Europe cannot do without 
the African diaspora. Which other 
world region can offer similar market 
potential for European industries faced 
with declining demand and or subdued 
growth in both their domestic and 
traditional export markets?

That is why it is more important 
than ever that Europe not engage 
in an administrative bean-counting 
exercise, in which other economies will 
always appear stronger. Instead, the EU 
should commit to mutually beneficial 
employment schemes that maximize 
the strengths of people and cultures on 
both continents, notably through skills 
transfer.

Europe’s recognition of its need 
for Africa is a necessary paradigm 
shift, leading, one hopes, to reasoned 
c ol lab oration.  In an increasingly 
uncertain world, Africa and Europe 
can set the foundations for a smarter 
partnership by changing the basis of 
their cooperation.

Failure to do so will be costly. But 
most of that cost will be borne by Europe. 
With alternative partners already 
courting their talent, it is not Africa 
that will be hurt the most by the missed 
opportunity. 

(c): Project Syndicate

crucial that we change the dynamic.
Meetings like the fifth African Union-

European Union summit, which wrapped 
up last week in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, are 
a good start. The meeting, which focused 
on “investing in youth,” put a spotlight on 
the complex links between the sides. One 
conclusion was clear: the EU’s current 
answer to addressing migration from 
Africa is outdated. If Europe’s strategy 
to solve its migration challenges relies 
on money alone, it will fail.

We are a long way from the lopsided 
dynamic that defined African-European 
relations during the colonial era. Today, 
Europe may need Africa more than 
Africa needs Europe, especially if one 
considers human capital.

Over the next 15 years, some 440 
million Africans will enter the job 
market, compared to 72 million in 
Europe. Africa’s job seekers will need 
work, and Europe will have it. An 
aging population is already putting 
a squeeze on Europe’s growth, and 
vacancies are forecast to multiply amid 
a shrinking labor pool. There is even a 
strong possibility that, in the long run, it 
will be African young people who pay for 
the care of European pensioners. These 
demographic differences underscore the 
potential benefits of rethinking economic 
and political relations.

Without migration, the redistributive 
policies on which European welfare 
states depend will be unable to withstand 
the current rate of aging. Not only 
will finding the staff to care for an 
aging population become more difficult; 
obtaining sufficient revenue to fund social 
security systems will also become harder 
as the dependency ratio rises. Migration 
policies that emphasize mobility are 
essential to support European industries, 
household consumption and, ultimately, 
the financing of social benefits.

Because strategic competitors like 

Resetting the Africa-Europe relationship

The sky seems to be the limit for Chinese on-
line shopping portal Taobao, which auctioned 
off two Boeing 747 jumbo jets on Tuesday for 
nearly $50 million.

$50m

mayaki, a former Prime minister of niger, 
is ceo of the new Partnership for africa’s 

development (nePad) agency. 


