
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 38: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 8.3 

Christian ethics is controlled by God’s law, which is expressed in the two great commandments (to love 
God and our neighbour), summarised in the Ten Commandments, and applied to the New Testament 

believer by Christ and the apostles (Matthew 5:17–20; Mark 12:29–31; Romans 13:8–10). 

(Sola 5 Confession 8.3) 

We live in an age in which love has been radically redefined. Anything that impinges upon personal 
autonomy is considered hateful. “Hate speech” has become something of a buzzword and Christians, in 
particular, seem to be accused of hate speech and bigotry when they stand for the truth of God as revealed 
in Scripture. Sadly, those accusations do sometimes have merit, but our Confession affirmation today 
shows that this should never be the case. Christians should be the most loving of people, but that love 
should be guided by truth. 

The Confession begins with the affirmation that Christian ethics is controlled by God’s law. Given Jesus’ 
claim that he had come to fulfil the law (Matthew 5:17–20), ought we not to understand that the law has 
no further part to play in the Christian life?    

    

    

    

    

Paul claimed that “the law is good if one uses it lawfully” (1 Timothy 1:8). What does it mean for us to use 
the law lawfully?    

    

    

    

God’s law is expressed in the two great commandments (to love God and our neighbour) and summarised 
in the Ten Commandments. 

In what sense does love for God and neighbour give expression to God’s law?   

    

    

    

How is God’s law summarised in the Ten Commandments?    

    

    

    

The Confession argues that God’s law is applied to the New Testament believer by Christ and the apostles. 
Read the following texts and comment on how they support this affirmation. 

Mark 12:28–31:    

    

    

Romans 13:8–10:    
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It is sometimes argued that nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the New Testament, but that 
repetition of the Sabbath command is absent, and therefore new covenant Christians are not bound to 
obey the Sabbath command. This is a topic hotly debated between Christians. How would you go about 
thinking about this particular argument?    

    

    

    

It may be helpful to put some meat on the bones of this discussion by means of case studies. Consider the 
examples below and speak to how biblical love expresses itself in each instance. 

A family member, recently engaged, invites you to the wedding, but you discover that it is a same sex 
wedding. How do you lovingly respond?    

    

    

    

A family member informs you that they are gay and wants to know if they can bring their partner with to 
Christmas lunch. What do you say?    

    

    

    

A pastor, removed from office due to sexual abuse of a minor, moves to a new city and begins gauging 
interest in the community for a new church plant. A friend is invited to an interest meeting and asks your 
opinion. How do you counsel the person?    

    

    

    

A high-profile celebrity, notorious for immorality, makes a profession of faith in Christ. A young Christian 
asks you what you think of the profession. How do you respond?    

    

    

    

You become aware of a sin in a fellow-church member’s life that is potentially very damaging to their 
relationship with their spouse. They confess the sin to you, tell you that they have repented and ask you 
not to tell their spouse about it. What do you do?    

    

    

    

Another Christian attacks you publicly via social media. A storm erupts with many coming to your defence, 
and many others supporting your attacker. How do you respond?    

    

    


