
The Graduate School

Certificate of Accomplishment in Teaching Program
Classroom Observation Form – Option 2

CoAT Participant’s Name: Parker Sheppard
Course observed: EC 202
Date of observation:  11/5/13
Time of class: 11:45a
Observed by:  Tamah Morant

Needs
Improvement

Satisfactory
Well Done Not

Observed
Introduction:  The lesson was introduced in an 
interesting and effective way, and the goal or purpose 
of the lesson was clear.

XX

Level/Audience:  The lesson was presented at an 
appropriate level for the intended audience.  The 
instructor seemed to know his/her audience.

XX

Content:  The content was developed in an organized 
manner, emphasizing important points. Examples or 
applications helped students relate material to familiar 
concepts.

XX

Purpose of learning activities:  The learning 
activities had an appropriate place in the lesson, and 
the purpose of each activity was clear.

XX

Student participation:  The instructor effectively 
involved the students in the lesson.

XX

Climate: The instructor established a positive climate 
of approachability, setting an appropriate tone for the 
instructor-student relationship.

XX

Enthusiasm:  The instructor showed enthusiasm for 
the subject and introduced interesting aspects of the 
content.

XX

Questions:  The instructor checked for student 
understanding and invited student questions.  When 
questions were asked, the instructor responded clearly.

XX

Visual aids:  The instructor used visuals effectively.  
Visuals may include the board, handouts, PowerPoint 
presentations, content projected on a screen, etc.

XX

Time management:  The pace of the lesson was 
appropriate, and the instructor managed the time well 
and brought the lesson to a logical conclusion.

XX

For the OBSERVER:   Please answer the three discussion questions on the next page.



QUESTIONS for the OBSERVER:  

1.  What were the strengths of this lesson?   The lesson was very carefully and clearly 
presented.  It is clear that you know the material very well and are extremely comfortable
with it.  I like your conversational tone; the students seem extremely comfortable asking 
questions and responding to the questions you pose to the classroom.  Your combination 
of powerpoint and whiteboard is very effective with the majority of definitions on the 
PPT and the graphing and additional explanations on the whiteboard. 

I like how thoughtfully you present the material.  Your response to questions and the 
thoroughness of your responses are very, very strong.  In most cases, when a student 
asked a question, you responded and then gave an additional example to underscore both 
the question and the proper means of arriving at the correct solution.  Well done.  

Students appeared to be engaged across most of the class.  I always look at computer 
screens when I sit in the back.  I saw only minimal non-econ related working and in most 
cases, the students fiddled with their machines only sporadically.

Overall the lesson and the presentation were very interesting.  The students seemed quite 
engaged in the material and you used your questioning style very effectively to make sure
the students were plugged in.  

2. What suggestions do you recommend for this instructor?

As always, I like to see some means of overtly including all the students in the process.  
You do an excellent job of using your questions to include student responses and 
participation.  The drawback to this method, of course, is that all students are not willing 
to offer solutions or answers and you have no means of knowing if everyone (or only the 
question-answerers) are on board.  You might ask the students to consider some of your 
examples or question in their (already created) small groups and request responses from 
those groups that are less verbal.  This method would be in keeping with your general 
teaching style but would force participation form those who are less likely to speak out in
class.  

3. Are there any additional comments you would like to share with the instructor?

The classroom is huge but nice for teaching and involving students in the process.  
They’re already split into groups by virtue of the seating and you have huge amounts of 
whiteboard space.  Given the size and easy navigability (is that a word?) of the room, I 
encourage you to move around the room more to ensure that you have the attention of the
students beyond those on the first few rows.  The acoustics are okay but not great; I 
encourage you to project or speak a bit louder.

Another suggestion.  Always walk to the back of the room to see if your graphs are 
visible and clear.  It was very difficult to see the graphs in the back of the class…for me, 
at least…maybe I’m old!!  But, you might consider using the board on the side of the 
room.  This one stone would kill multiple birds: moving you from behind the podium, 



making the graph more visible to the entire class (the room is not as wide as it is long), 
giving you a huge amount of space for multi-paneled graphs and engaging the students all
over the class (changing your positioning completely changes the feel of the class…all of 
sudden the left side of the room is front).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS for the CoAT PARTICIPANT

Complete this section after your class has been observed.  Attach your comments to this 
form and submit online.  If possible, it is best to meet with your observer to discuss this 
observation experience before completing the questions.

1.  What did you feel went well in this class session?

2.  What would you like to change about this class session if you had to teach it again?

3.  In the light of the observer’s comments, what aspects of your teaching approach will you look
     at changing in the future?  How will you do this?

4.  What have you found useful/not so useful about the observation process?

Form adapted with permission from:  Pinder, T. and Ross, C. (2007). Strategies for Teaching Assistant and International 
Teaching Assistant Development.  Jossey-Bass.
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