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In October, 2018, the new facts of human rights violations were identified in certain districts 
of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups of so-called “LPR” and “DPR”: 
illegal detentions, restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, obstruction of the activities 
of international organizations, involvement of schoolchildren into the events with propagandistic 
aims, coercion of the residents of so-called “LPR” and “DPR” to join “civil society organizations”, 
development of parallel legal system and violation of property rights. Unfortunately, all these 
human rights violations have become a “norm” for residents of the territories of so-called “people’s 
republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

From 6 to 8 October, 2018, in the occupied territory of Donetsk region controlled by the occupation 
government of the Russian Federation, 307 people were detained for violating the curfew during 
the “Night City” “operational-preventive operation”.

On October 10, 2018, it was claimed online by the so-called “General Prosecutor’s Office of Donetsk 
People’s Republic (DPR)” that K. was found guilty of espionage and “illegal trafficking of special 
technical means intended for spying” and sentenced to 14 years of imprisonment by “military 
court as a chamber of the DPR Supreme Court”. It has been established that K., a bartender in 
Donetsk cafe, was allegedly recruited by officers of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) to collect 
information at work.

On October 12, 2018, the so-called “Ministry of State Security (MGB) of Luhansk People’s Republic 
(LPR)” reported that Dmitry Tarabanov, the citizen of Ukraine, allegedly a member of “Right Sector” 
organization, has been identified and expelled from the occupied territory of “LPR”.

On October 15, 2018, the father of Roman Sagaydak was detained near his house by representatives 
of the “MGB of LPR” in Krasnodon town controlled by the occupation government of the Russian 
Federation. Roman Sagaydak was previously detained in Luhansk on June 30, 2017. This case was 
reported by the detainee’s relatives.

On October 16, 2018, the so-called press service of the “MGB of LPR” reported that Oleg 
Vladimirovich Stepanenko, born on September 12, 1983, a citizen of Ukraine, who allegedly 
served in “Ukrainian volunteer army and participated in Donbass operation” was detained. Oleg 
Stepanenko also allegedly participated in a “Georgian organized crime group that was engaged in 
the legalization of Middle Eastern terrorist organizations participants in Ukraine to transfer them 
to the European Union and the Russian Federation.”

On October 18, 2018, “Volna”, the All-Ukrainian Association of People with Drug Addiction 
published online that Andrey Mikhailovich Yarovoy, born on 6.11.1967, the employee of “Volna”, 
is in detention since August 27, 2018 in the territory of occupied Luhansk (as we reported in 
September report). He is currently in the place of illegal detention of “MGB of LPR” on suspicion 
of drugs smuggling. The so-called court of “LNR” arrested him for a w months period with the 
possible extension.
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On October 18, 2018, it was claimed online by the so-called “Prosecutor General’s Office of LPR”, 
that a resident of the occupied part of Luhansk region who posted messages on VKontakte social 
network “aimed at inciting hatred or enmity, and to the humiliation of dignity of a group of persons 
based of race, nationality, or belonging to any social group, committed publicly via the Internet” was 
sentenced by the Court of Lutuhyne District to 3 years of imprisonment, with a 2 years of probation 
period.

On October 22, 2018, Sergey Bogachev, former secretary of the city council and a member of 
the Party of Regions was detained in Khoroshovo village in occupied Donetsk, controlled by the 
occupation government of the Russian Federation. As the source claims, Bogachev came to Donetsk 
to visit the grave of his father, who was buried 40 days ago.

2. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LPR” and “DPR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

Military-patriotic propaganda and involvement in participation in “civil society” organization are 
actively spread among children, adolescents and youth on occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions, controlled by the Russian Federation’s occupation administrations. The employees of 
budget enterprises and enterprises with so-called “external management” are actively enlisted in 
“civil society” organizations.

In October 2018, the rallies in support of Leonid Pasechnyk, the candidate for the post of the 
so-called head of “LPR”, and candidates for “deputies of the people’s council” from the “Peace to 
Luganshina” movement were held in many cities of the occupied part of Luhansk region, controlled 
by the occupation government of the Russian Federation. According to the video and photo coverage 
of these events, we can conclude that the administrative resource is actively used to organize it, and 
schoolchildren, students and elderly are actively involved.

Rallies were held in Kirovsk, Pervomaisk, Rovenki, Bryanka, Slavyanoserbsk and other cities of 
Luhansk region.
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In October, 2018, new members joined the “Donetsk Republic” civil movement.

So, on October 10, 2018, the membership cards of “Donetsk Republic” civil movement were 
presented to members of “Young Republic” civil movement, as well as to graduates of educational 
institutions of higher professional education and secondary vocational education in the session hall 
of the Kali district administration of occupied Donetsk.

On October 14, 2018, the membership cards were presented in the session hall of Amvrosievsky 
district administration.
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On October 15, 2018, the presentation of membership cards took place in Dokuchaevsk.

3. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

Russian occupation administrations and controlled media continue to inform local residents of the 
occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as the world public, about the “state bodies” 
activities and the results of such “work”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal basis and 
the main aim is to demonstrate the so-called “sovereignty” of the “republics”.

On October 2, 2018, it was reported by the so-called “Ministry of Transport of DPR” that about 
900 temporary permits for intercity, suburban and international operators were issued by “the 
department of road and passenger transport” from July till September, 2018.

On October 3, 2018, it was reported by the so-called “LPR media” that 170 departmental regulatory 
legal acts were registered by the “Ministry of Justice of LPR” in September, 2018.

In October, the deputies of the “people’s council of LPR” were active in “lawmaking”. So, on October 8, 
2018, the law “On international treaties of Luhansk People’s Republic” was adopted and Article 8 
of the law “On the management and disposal of the property of Luhansk People’s Republic” was 
amended. On the same day, the “Civil Code and Civil Practice Act” were adopted. On October 14, 
2018, the Law “On the Prosecutor’s Office of LPR” went into effect.

4. Violation of property rights

In October 2018, the process of so-called “nationalization” of enterprises that had previously op-
erated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to the citizens of Ukraine, who live in the ter-
ritory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued on the occupied areas of 
Luhansk and Donetsk regions under the control of Russian occupation administration. The process 
of “searching for the owners” is widespread.

In October, 2018, 23 announcements on the search of real and personal property owners were 
posted by he so-called “state revenue committee” of “LPR”. It should be noted that applications from 
owners are accepted within 60 days from the date of the announcement. Otherwise, the enterprises 
will pass under the control of the “republic”.

On October 5, 2018, Leonid Pasechnik, “interim head of LPR”, said in his “pre-election” promises that 
a mechanism was being developed and work was under way to allocate housing for military per-
sonnel and other specialists of the “republic”. At the same time, he noted that a decision would be 
made on the vacant houses to allocate them to representatives of the “people’s militia” and doctors.

______________________

The monitoring was prepared with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 
Republic of Germany in partnership with the DRA e.V. NGO (Germany). 

The opinion of the authors does not necessarily coincide with the official position of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Germany.
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