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Pre idge attended the 

'-..... a:nn .a.J.._J;'..J~t-:rn nee held by NAB 
...........__ in Wash· C. in April. He reports 
~ thatal states were represented. 

The following is a summa.ry of his observa
tions at the Conference: 

"NAB President Vincent Wasilewski said it 
is increasingly important to regularly 
inform our elected representatives in 
Washington of problems facing broadcast
ing. Some state associations have made 
special trips for this purpose; others 
make it a point to talk with their Sena
tors and Congressmen when they return to 
the home state. 

"NAB's Paul Comstock made the following 
comments: the proposed copyright bill 
could cost radio broadcasters $20 million 
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more per year. Regarding Pay-TV and the AMOS EASTRIDGE 
'one-to-a-customer' ruling, he feels 
Congress, not the FCC, should decide. On the latter point, he added 
that there should be proof that divestiture is needed. 

"Some comments from the FCC panel: Arthur Bernstone, senior attorney 
and the man who wrote the •' one-to-a-cus tamer' rule, explained the 
basics; that is, a man cannot own more than one broadcast station in 
the same market, but no divestitures on existing stations. Exceptions 
to the basic rule: 

1. A daytimer can acquire an FM station. 
2. In cities under 10,000, a Class 4 station can 

acquire an FM. 
3. Existing AM/FM combinations may sometimes be 

sold as a package if they could not operate 
separately. 

Newspaper/AM/FM/TV combina tions have five years to comply to the basic 
rule. 

"Wallace Johnson, Assistant Chief, Broadcast Bureau, said the Commis 
sion will probably recognize one good technical man per station and 
others can be meter readers. In so doing, they would, in case of 
violations , send more citations to this one recognized engineer rather 
than station owner or manager. There would be a decision on remote 
TV control before next winter. 
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"William Ray, Chief, Complaints and Compliance Division, is seeking 
a Supreme Court decision on what is obscene on the air . An FM station 
will be the test case. The manager must know what's going on the air 
and this can not be left up to a d.j. 

"Here are the excerpts from Chairman Burch's connnents: 

'Increased License Fees -- the FCC is responding to a Congress ional 
directive to all regulatory agencies to pay more of their own 
way. Fees should relate to FCC expenditures in behalf of the broad
caster. Renewal branch of FCC is understaffed. 

'TV Net Time Restriction -- views it as having a faint chance 
of doing good and a real chance of doing harm . 

'One-To-A-Customer -- A TV/AM combination is not a "media baron". 
FCC should have investigated newspaper/TV situation to see if 
there was in fact a problem before they acted. 

'Editorials -- he would never require a station to editorialize. 
This is the decision of the operator . 

'Ascertaining Conununity Needs -- the primer had created more 
interest than expected because of the interest of public groups. 
The next action on this issue would be by the end of summer. 
Connnunities must clear their own thinking on what is needed; he 
doesn't like professional surveys.' " 

* * * * * 

On the state association business side, Amos attended a session 
on financing. Several associations explained their success with the 
so-called 'non-connnercial sustaining announcements' plan of endorse
ments of various causes and organizations in return for contributions . 
(This plan was rejected by NBA membership last year.) 

"A survey of thirty participants in the meeting showed that the 
majority based their dues rates on a multiple of the highest minute 
rate as published in SRDS. Most agreed that their memberships 
understood the need for rate increases; especially in view of in
creased services offered by the association, such as fighting taxes 
on advertising." 

.· - ~O~ 
~ We hear the convention 

connnittee has big things in store 
for you this fall - September 27-28-29 . 

OMAHA_ Brand New OMAHA HILTON - Informative speakers - Entertainment . 
(Be sure and bring your wife - the connnittee hasn't forgotten 
to make plans for her entertainment.) 
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SCHOIARSHIP 
WINNERS 

At the 10th annual Journalism Awards Banquet held on 
Satur day, May 10th, the following scholarship winners 
were announced: 

NEBRASKA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION - $250.00 - Ann Pedersen, Laurel 
(Freshman Scholarship) 

KLIN-KLIN-FM - $200.00 - James Furrer, Lincoln (Freshman Scholarship) 
BEEF EMPIRE STATIONS - $264. 00 - Philip Witt, Winside (Freshman 

Scholarship) 
KOLN-KGIN-TV - $250.00 each, Linda Baldwin, Mitchell, S.D., and Jim 

Henney, Omaha (Scholarship in Radio and Television 
Journalism) 

STUART STATIONS - $264.00 Richard Janda, Ord (Broadcasting Scholarship) 
(Winner of NBA Scholarship in 1969-70.) 

WELCOME 
ASSOCIATE 
MEMBER! 

The members of NBA welcome the following new associate 
member: Don Sears 

Sound Recorders 
206 So. 44th Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68131 

Burch says protests 
won't halt new fees 
Chairman tells Senate 
group fee hikes will go 
into effect by July 1 

By July 1, the FCC will impose vastly 
higher filing fees on the industries it 
regulates, despite "almost unanimous 
resistance." The prediction came from 
a reliable source : FCC Chairman Dean 
Burch. 

In testimony last week before the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
fndependent Offices, Chairman Burch 
said the commission still must deal with 
the complaints of those who feel the 
commission's proposed fee hikes fall 
disproportionately upon the shoulders 
of a particular industry. However, he 
added: "I feel sure" the rules will be 
adopted within six weeks. over all pro-

.. tests. 
"I don't expect it [the new fee 

schedule] ever to be popular," he said. 
" I don't expect it to be perfect. . .. 
But we'll have a new fee schedule." 

The chairman testified on a House
passed appropriations bi ll that would 
give the FCC $24,725,000, a slight cut 
from the $24.9 million proposed in the 
budget. H e told the subcommittee that 
the relatively mild House pruning job 
is more damaging than it appears, be-
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cause the funds will have to come out 
of the $900,000 earmarked for land
mobile regional spectrum-management 
centers. 

In commenting on Mr. Burch's testi
mony, subcommittee Chairman John 0. 
Pastore (D-R. I.) had kind words for 
1he proposed fee schedule, but Senator· 
Roman Hruska (R-Neb.) said some 
station owners have told him that they 
an.: encountering financial problems. 
"All is not rosy in the broadcasting 
business," he warned. • 

"You ought to see some of the profits 
these broadcasters make," Senator Pas
tore responded. "You get yourself a 
VHF license in New York or Chicago 
and you'll give up your seat in the 
Senate. . .. The time has come when 
you shouldn't impose on th,: taxpayers 
to regulate the most lucrative industry 
in the country." 

On the subject of the FCC's new 
cable television activity (see page 21), 
Senator Pastore expressed concern that 
CATV might end up siphoning pm
grams from conventional television un
d~r the commission's proposals. Chair
man Burch countered that no cable net
work or major-market CATV operators 
are ready to mount that kind of chal
lenge to the broadcasting establishment. 
He said the commission has to observe 
expanded cable operations before it can 
promulgate rules to regulate them. He 
did promise that "neither pay TV nor 
CA TV will be permitted to replace 
what we now call free TV." 


