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2022-2023 Qs and As Regarding Special Needs Scholarships 
 
 
Q Who is helped with our Special Needs Scholarships? 
 
A Henry’s Home and Horse Sanctuary:  Veterans and First Responders 
 Inspiration Ranch:  Children, Yes to Youth Clients, and those with mental health issues 
 New Danville:  Adults with special needs 
 Bridgewood Farms:  Individuals with intellectual disabilities 
 Sunny Creek: Families with special needs 
 
Q How does the money Assistance League gives to the above organizations help the 

individuals, i.e. what does it pay for? 
 
A Henry’s Home and Horse Sanctuary:  Provides equine therapy lessons in both individual 

and group classes to veterans and first responders suffering from PTSD.  Also, in some 
cases, the spouses and families are also provided help as they struggle to help the 
veteran/first responder. 

 
 They can come to peace with events that happened while deployed or memories of patients 

they couldn’t help.  They learn to forgive themselves and find hope.  They can begin to 
rebuild broken marriages and bridges with their children and families. 

 
 Inspiration Ranch:  Provides equine therapy for children who are autistic, mentally 

challenged, etc., and individuals suffering from mental illness.  For children in their 
programs, that were born with birth defects/disabilities, success can be as simple as 
learning to talk and/or stand for the first time – sometimes they learn to speak their first 
word.  Equine therapy helps with a wide range of disabilities, including orthopedic, 
neurological, emotional, hearing, and visual impairment and autism. 

 
 Therapeutic riding strengthens the core muscles and builds strength for those who are 

unable to participate in other physical activities. 
 
 New Danville:  Provides new life skills for mentally-challenged adults.  This organization 

provides a curriculum that gives participants the opportunity to develop practical and social 
skills that help them live enriched and purposeful lives.  Examples of the current curriculum 
offerings include Animal Therapy, American Sign Language, Advanced Art, Basic Computer 
Skills, Ceramics, Culinary Art, Life Skills, Woodworking, etc. 

 
 Bridgewood Farms:  Provides classes for mentally-challenged adults.  The counselors are 

in partnership with families and the community, enabling individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities to reach their highest potential through training and life 
experiences that build self-esteem and promote personal independence.  The students 
actually acquire meaningful job skills for the possibility of working in the community. 

 
Q Why are these a part of the Scholarship Program? 
 
 A. The Scholarship Programs include scholarships for education and training.   
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The Special Needs Scholarships also provide for education and training, but for a 
unique group of students with special needs - who are not able to attend regular 
colleges and universities. 

  
Q How do you decide how much each Special Needs organization gets? 
 

A. It depends on the Scholarship Committee’s budget and the needs of the 
organizations.  Once, the Special Needs budget is determined, the Committee reviews 
the financials of each organization, the numbers of students needing funds, the 
requests of the organizations (if any are sent), and the overall health of the 
organization.  Then, the Committee votes on how much money should go to each 
organization. 

 
Q Rather than giving the scholarship checks in one large lump sum, is there any other 

way the Committee could pay for the student lessons? 
 

A. Yes.  The Committee has plans to consider other payment options, e.g. maybe 
quarterly.  That way, the organizations could submit quarterly reports on how many 
had been served and get the next quarterly check, as funds were needed. 

 
Q How much does it cost to take care of one horse? 
 

A. It costs about $5,000/year or about $240/month.  FYI, Henry’s Home currently has 
24 horses owned by Henry’s Home. 

 
Q Does the money Assistance League donates ever pay for assets for the 

organizations, e.g. hay for horses, saddles, equipment, etc.? 
 

A. Every dollar that Assistance League gives to one of the organizations goes toward 
the training of individuals. 

 
Q Do all the recipients live in Montgomery County? 
 

A. The organizations assure us that all the recipients live in Montgomery County. 
 
 

 


