
Foxes speech
Fellow parents, it is time for the government to do more to get rid of the foxes in our 
neighbourhood. The reality is that foxes are pests. The government recognised this some 
years ago when it declared them to be vermin. They are now in plague proportions. Like 
most of you here, I am a parent. As the father of small children, I have been concerned 
about the recent reports of foxes invading our properties, and even walking on the 
roofs of our houses. However, I certainly did not expect I would have to deal with these 
intruders personally.

Foxes are not ‘cute’ and harmless. They are sly and vicious. Last week, just before I put 
my five-year-old daughter Tabitha to bed, I read aloud to her Beatrix Potter’s Tale of Mr 
Tod, which describes the cunning actions of the main character, a fox called Mr Tod. A 
few hours later, my wife and I awoke to find our terrified daughter screaming. If only 
what she saw was in her imagination! Looking out the window, we saw an intruder, 
namely an evil-looking fox glaring at her through the window. Its menacing face, sharp 
teeth, and deep growl terrified my poor daughter. All children have the right to feel safe. 
How many of our children need to go through such a traumatic experience before the 
government does something to eradicate foxes?

Furthermore, as you know, many native species are now endangered due to being hunted 
by feral animals such as foxes. For example, research by Dr Cheng of Chatfield University 
indicates that that the number of eastern bandicoots in the Wowan State Forest has 
decreased by 50 per cent over the past ten years due to them being hunted by foxes. He 
said recently, ‘Unless something is done soon to remove the foxes, we shall witness the 
extinction of this species.’ Fellow parents, imagine being visited by our grandchildren in 
40 years’ time. How shall we answer them when they ask, ‘Grandma and grandpa, what 
did you do to try and save the eastern bandicoot from being eaten out of existence?’

In suburbs such as ours, many foxes survive by killing chickens in backyard coops. How 
often have we heard stories of people who spent much time and money creating a home 
for their beloved pet chickens, only to have them slaughtered by foxes? Worst of all, 
foxes are ‘thrill killers’, who attack chickens just for the fun of it, even if they’re not 
necessarily hungry. Just such a horrific event happened to my neighbour, who woke to a 
bloodbath in her chicken coop. Not one of her precious pets survived. The reality is that, 
no matter how well you build your coops, the cunning foxes will find a way in. Next time, 
it could be your hens, bought and cared for with your heard-earned money, savagely 
destroyed.

I know that all responsible parents, who truly care about the safety of their children and 
their pets, not to mention the local wildlife, will join me in writing to the government, 
and demanding it spend our taxpayer dollars on tackling the fox menace, rather than on 
indulgent overseas ‘research’ trips or yet another pointless inquiry.
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