
14 February 2021 Year B

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 720
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill me with the joy of salvation.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 15 February 2021 - SAT 23 February 2021
MON: Genesis 4: 1-15, 25, Mark 8: 11-13 TUE: Genesis 6: 5-8; 7: 1-5, 10, Mark 8: 14-21 WED: ASH 
WEDNESDAY THU: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20, Luke 9: 22-25 FRI: Isaiah 58: 1-9a, Matthew 9: 14-15 
SAT: Isaiah 58: 9b-14, Luke 5: 27-32

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sixth Week of Ordinary Time – 14 February 2021

We have only three days of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time. Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent.

The first few days of this week are the last of the Ordinary Time readings until the day after Pentecost Sunday, which will end the Easter 
Season. The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time offers a dramatic look at leprosy. The first reading from Leviticus has clear instructions: A 
leper has to live away from the community, cover his head and call out, “Unclean, unclean!” as people go near him. It emphasizes even 
more what it means that Jesus speaks with and touches someone who was such a pariah as he heals the leper in Mark's Gospel.

On Monday and Tuesday in Mark’s Gospel, we witness Jesus' discouragement as he again encounters the challenges of the religious 
leaders: “he sighed from the depth of his spirit.” As they retreat to the other side of the lake, Jesus warns his disciples against the 
rebellious “leaven” of the Pharisees and reminds them of the meaning of the miracle of the loaves - he is like God, come to feed them 
in whatever desert journey they encounter.

Beginning of Lent

The Season of Lent begins with four days that serve as an introduction to the four Lenten practices of Prayer, Fasting, Repentance and 
Almsgiving.

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence. We wear ashes on our foreheads to remember who we are and express our desire to 
turn away from sin and to believe the Good News. The Prophet Joel helps us begin our journey: “return to me with your whole heart.” 
“Rend your hearts, not your garments,” reminds us that this is an interior journey. The Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 51, has the antiphon: 
“Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.” Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians says, “be reconciled to God ... we appeal to you 
not to receive the grace of God in vain ... Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” In Matthew's 
Gospel Jesus gives us a guide for our Lenten practices, “Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them.”

On Thursday we read in Deuteronomy how Moses urges his people to turn away from sin. “Choose life, then, that you and your 
descendants may live, by loving the LORD, your God, heeding his voice, and holding fast to him.”

Friday and Saturday: It is the long tradition of Lent to prepare us for our journey by having us reflect on Isaiah, Chapter 58, as we begin. 
“This is the fasting that I wish” gives us the true picture of fasting: letting God's Spirit transform us. It is a call to conversion. Jesus 
confirms his desire to help us, “I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners.”

On the First Sunday of Lent, as we begin our Lenten journey, remembering how God re-established the covenant after the flood, and 
we reflect on how Jesus began his public ministry with a retreat of forty days - driven to the desert by the Spirit.
Daily Prayer This Week

This is a great week to pray for simplicity, and all the graces that flow from this gift. Simplicity doesn't mean being simple minded or 
naive. It means being like the little children Jesus called us to imitate and the little children he embraced.

It is easy to take few moments each morning this week to ask for the graces that we need to look into our busy calendars, and into our 
very full hearts, and find the areas that need greater simplicity. Of course, part of that prayer comes out of a desire to be less complicated, 
to be less stressed by conflict and to not be pulled in too many directions.
Another level of that prayer is that we might be more trusting, more vulnerable and more dependent upon God. This is to ask for that 
great grace of living a life that comes together - with the various parts in harmony with each other, i.e., the me that goes to church on 
Sunday is the same me that interacts with my family and the me that goes to work each day.

A key focus, as we begin Lent is to remember that this is a season, not so much about what acts we will do for God, but how we can be 
open to what God wants to give us. If we make sacrifices, it will be in service of getting rid of what gets in the way of our openness and 
trust in God, and adding what can help me hear and receive what is being offered me.

Each of us will find ways to ask for these graces according to our own circumstances. Some of us may be able to set time aside every 
day to pray. But, even those of us who can't seem to find that time can choose to focus our consciousness enough to gather our interior 
movements together in ongoing brief, but very meaningful, conversations with our Lord. If our days can begin with naming the desire 
that will give shape to our thoughts and desires throughout the day, then that discipline will pay off richly in our ability to re-connect to 
that desire when we are in the midst of doing almost anything. It starts to become easy to recall what we asked the Lord for in just 30 
or 40 seconds in the morning. While walking somewhere or while doing almost anything else that used to just be filled with worry or 
anxiety or "day dreaming," we can now talk with our Lord about this event or that conflict, this person or that habit of mine. Each brief, 
"background" encounter with our Lord will help us repeat our desire to be made more simple. "Whoever does not accept the Kingdom 
of God like a child will not enter it.”

Isaiah 58 - from Friday and Saturday - offers a rich reflection on the kind of fasting our Lord desires of us.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
HOLY MASS, BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES, 26 February 2020

We begin the Lenten Season by receiving ashes: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return (cf. Gen 3:19). The dust sprinkled on our 
heads brings us back to earth; it reminds us that we are dust and to dust we shall return. We are weak, frail and mortal. Centuries and 
millennia pass and we come and go; before the immensity of galaxies and space, we are nothing. We are dust in the universe. Yet we 
are dust loved by God. It pleased the Lord to gather that dust in his hands and to breathe into it the breath of life (cf. Gen 2:7). We are 
thus a dust that is precious, destined for eternal life. We are the dust of the earth, upon which God has poured out his heaven, the dust 
that contains his dreams. We are God’s hope, his treasure and his glory.

Ashes are thus a reminder of the direction of our existence: a passage from dust to life. We are dust, earth, clay, but if we allow ourselves 
to be shaped by the hands of God, we become something wondrous. More often than not, though, especially at times of difficulty and 
loneliness, we only see our dust! But the Lord encourages us: in his eyes, our littleness is of infinite value. So let us take heart: we were 
born to be loved; we were born to be children of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, may we keep this in mind as we begin this Lenten season. For Lent is not a time for useless sermons, but for 
recognizing that our lowly ashes are loved by God. It is a time of grace, a time for letting God gaze upon us with love and in this way 
change our lives. We were put in this world to go from ashes to life. So let us not turn our hopes and God’s dream for us into powder 
and ashes. Let us not grow resigned. You may ask: “How can I trust? The world is falling to pieces, fear is growing, there is so much 
malice all around us, society is becoming less and less Christian…” Don’t you believe that God can transform our dust into glory?

The ashes we receive on our foreheads should affect the thoughts passing through our minds. They remind us that, as God’s children, 
we cannot spend our lives chasing after dust. From there a question can pass into our hearts: “What am I living for?” If it is for the 
fleeting realities of this world, I am going back to ashes and dust, rejecting what God has done in my life. If I live only to earn money, 
to have a good time, to gain a bit of prestige or a promotion in my work, I am living for dust. If I am unhappy with life because I think 
I do not get enough respect or receive what I think is my due, then I am simply staring at dust.

That is not why we have been put in this world. We are worth so much more. We live for so much more, for we are meant to make God’s 
dream a reality and to love. Ashes are sprinkled on our heads so that the fire of love can be kindled in our hearts. We are citizens of 
heaven, and our love for God and neighbour is our passport to heaven. Our earthly possessions will prove useless, dust that scatters, but 
the love we share – in our families, at work, in the Church and in the world – will save us, for it will endure forever.

The ashes we receive remind us of a second and opposite passage: from life to dust. All around us, we see the dust of death. Lives 
reduced to ashes. Rubble, destruction, war. The lives of unwelcomed innocents, the lives of the excluded poor, the lives of the 
abandoned elderly. We continue to destroy ourselves, to return to ashes and dust. And how much dust there is in our relationships! Look 
at our homes and families: our quarrels, our inability to resolve conflicts, our unwillingness to apologize, to forgive, to start over, while 
at the same time insisting on our own freedom and our rights! All this dust that besmirches our love and mars our life. Even in the 
Church, the house of God, we have let so much dust collect, the dust of worldliness.

Let us look inside, into our hearts: how many times do we extinguish the fire of God with the ashes of hypocrisy! Hypocrisy is the filth 
that Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that we have to remove. Indeed, the Lord tells us not only to carry out works of charity, to pray and 
to fast, but also to do these without pretense, duplicity and hypocrisy (cf. Mt 6:2.5.16). Yet how often do we do things only to be 
recognized, to look good, to satisfy our ego! How often do we profess to be Christians, yet in our hearts readily yield to passions that 
enslave us! How often do we preach one thing and practice another! How many times do we make ourselves look good on the outside 
while nursing grudges within! How much duplicity do we have in our hearts... All this is dust that besmirches, ashes that extinguish the 
fire of love.

We need to be cleansed of all the dust that has sullied our hearts. How? The urgent summons of Saint Paul in today’s second reading 
can help us. Paul says: “Be reconciled to God!” He does not simply ask; he begs: “We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God” (2 Cor 5:20). We would have said: “Reconcile yourselves with God!” But no, Paul uses passive form: Be reconciled! Holiness is 
not achieved by our efforts, for it is grace! By ourselves, we cannot remove the dust that sullies our hearts. Only Jesus, who knows and 

loves our heart, can heal it. Lent is a time of healing.

What, then, are we to do? In journeying towards Easter, we can make two passages: first, from dust to life, from our fragile humanity to 
the humanity of Jesus, who heals us. We can halt in contemplation before the crucified Lord and repeat: “Jesus, you love me, transform 
me... Jesus, you love me, transform me...” And once we have received his love, once we have wept at the thought of that love, we can 
make the second passage, by determining never to fall again from life into dust. We can receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of 
Penance, because there the fire of God’s love consumes the ashes of our sin. The embrace of the Father in confession renews us from 
inside and purifies our heart. May we allow ourselves to be reconciled, in order to live as beloved children, as forgiven and healed 
sinners, as wayfarers with him at our side.

Let us allow ourselves to be loved, so that we can give love in return. Let us allow ourselves to stand up and walk towards Easter. Then 
we will experience the joy of discovering how God raises us up from our ashes.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200226_omelia-ceneri.html

Year of St. Joseph (8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021)

For the next four weeks, we will be introducing four prayers to St. Joseph which can be prayed by everyone and also can be specifically 
for some groups of people, namely; Prayer For Purity (for the youths), Prayer For A Happy Death (for the dying), Prayer to St. Joseph, 
Protector of the Church (for the Church) and Litany of St. Joseph.

Week 4

LITANY OF ST JOSEPH

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us (after each line)
Saint Joseph,
Renowned offspring of David,
Light of Patriarchs,
Spouse of the Mother of God,
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,
Foster-father of the Son of God,
Diligent protector of Christ,
Head of the Holy Family,
Joseph most just,
Joseph most chaste,
Joseph most prudent,
Joseph most strong,
Joseph most obedient,
Joseph most faithful,
Mirror of patience,
Lover of poverty,
Model of artisans,
Glory of home life,
Guardian of virgins,
Pillar of families,
Solace of the wretched,
Hope of the sick,
Patron of the dying,
Terror of demons,
Protector of Holy Church,
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.

V. He made him the lord of His house:
R. And ruler of all His substance.

Let us pray. 
O God, who in Thine unspeakable providence didst vouchsafe to choose blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thine own most holy 
Mother: grant, we beseech Thee, that we may deserve to have him for our intercessor in heaven, whom we reverence as our defender 
on earth: who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.



Sixth Week of Ordinary Time – 14 February 2021

We have only three days of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time. Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent.

The first few days of this week are the last of the Ordinary Time readings until the day after Pentecost Sunday, which will end the Easter 
Season. The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time offers a dramatic look at leprosy. The first reading from Leviticus has clear instructions: A 
leper has to live away from the community, cover his head and call out, “Unclean, unclean!” as people go near him. It emphasizes even 
more what it means that Jesus speaks with and touches someone who was such a pariah as he heals the leper in Mark's Gospel.

On Monday and Tuesday in Mark’s Gospel, we witness Jesus' discouragement as he again encounters the challenges of the religious 
leaders: “he sighed from the depth of his spirit.” As they retreat to the other side of the lake, Jesus warns his disciples against the 
rebellious “leaven” of the Pharisees and reminds them of the meaning of the miracle of the loaves - he is like God, come to feed them 
in whatever desert journey they encounter.

Beginning of Lent

The Season of Lent begins with four days that serve as an introduction to the four Lenten practices of Prayer, Fasting, Repentance and 
Almsgiving.

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence. We wear ashes on our foreheads to remember who we are and express our desire to 
turn away from sin and to believe the Good News. The Prophet Joel helps us begin our journey: “return to me with your whole heart.” 
“Rend your hearts, not your garments,” reminds us that this is an interior journey. The Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 51, has the antiphon: 
“Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.” Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians says, “be reconciled to God ... we appeal to you 
not to receive the grace of God in vain ... Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” In Matthew's 
Gospel Jesus gives us a guide for our Lenten practices, “Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them.”

On Thursday we read in Deuteronomy how Moses urges his people to turn away from sin. “Choose life, then, that you and your 
descendants may live, by loving the LORD, your God, heeding his voice, and holding fast to him.”

Friday and Saturday: It is the long tradition of Lent to prepare us for our journey by having us reflect on Isaiah, Chapter 58, as we begin. 
“This is the fasting that I wish” gives us the true picture of fasting: letting God's Spirit transform us. It is a call to conversion. Jesus 
confirms his desire to help us, “I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners.”

On the First Sunday of Lent, as we begin our Lenten journey, remembering how God re-established the covenant after the flood, and 
we reflect on how Jesus began his public ministry with a retreat of forty days - driven to the desert by the Spirit.
Daily Prayer This Week

This is a great week to pray for simplicity, and all the graces that flow from this gift. Simplicity doesn't mean being simple minded or 
naive. It means being like the little children Jesus called us to imitate and the little children he embraced.

It is easy to take few moments each morning this week to ask for the graces that we need to look into our busy calendars, and into our 
very full hearts, and find the areas that need greater simplicity. Of course, part of that prayer comes out of a desire to be less complicated, 
to be less stressed by conflict and to not be pulled in too many directions.
Another level of that prayer is that we might be more trusting, more vulnerable and more dependent upon God. This is to ask for that 
great grace of living a life that comes together - with the various parts in harmony with each other, i.e., the me that goes to church on 
Sunday is the same me that interacts with my family and the me that goes to work each day.

A key focus, as we begin Lent is to remember that this is a season, not so much about what acts we will do for God, but how we can be 
open to what God wants to give us. If we make sacrifices, it will be in service of getting rid of what gets in the way of our openness and 
trust in God, and adding what can help me hear and receive what is being offered me.

Each of us will find ways to ask for these graces according to our own circumstances. Some of us may be able to set time aside every 
day to pray. But, even those of us who can't seem to find that time can choose to focus our consciousness enough to gather our interior 
movements together in ongoing brief, but very meaningful, conversations with our Lord. If our days can begin with naming the desire 
that will give shape to our thoughts and desires throughout the day, then that discipline will pay off richly in our ability to re-connect to 
that desire when we are in the midst of doing almost anything. It starts to become easy to recall what we asked the Lord for in just 30 
or 40 seconds in the morning. While walking somewhere or while doing almost anything else that used to just be filled with worry or 
anxiety or "day dreaming," we can now talk with our Lord about this event or that conflict, this person or that habit of mine. Each brief, 
"background" encounter with our Lord will help us repeat our desire to be made more simple. "Whoever does not accept the Kingdom 
of God like a child will not enter it.”

Isaiah 58 - from Friday and Saturday - offers a rich reflection on the kind of fasting our Lord desires of us.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
HOLY MASS, BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES, 26 February 2020

We begin the Lenten Season by receiving ashes: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return (cf. Gen 3:19). The dust sprinkled on our 
heads brings us back to earth; it reminds us that we are dust and to dust we shall return. We are weak, frail and mortal. Centuries and 
millennia pass and we come and go; before the immensity of galaxies and space, we are nothing. We are dust in the universe. Yet we 
are dust loved by God. It pleased the Lord to gather that dust in his hands and to breathe into it the breath of life (cf. Gen 2:7). We are 
thus a dust that is precious, destined for eternal life. We are the dust of the earth, upon which God has poured out his heaven, the dust 
that contains his dreams. We are God’s hope, his treasure and his glory.

Ashes are thus a reminder of the direction of our existence: a passage from dust to life. We are dust, earth, clay, but if we allow ourselves 
to be shaped by the hands of God, we become something wondrous. More often than not, though, especially at times of difficulty and 
loneliness, we only see our dust! But the Lord encourages us: in his eyes, our littleness is of infinite value. So let us take heart: we were 
born to be loved; we were born to be children of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, may we keep this in mind as we begin this Lenten season. For Lent is not a time for useless sermons, but for 
recognizing that our lowly ashes are loved by God. It is a time of grace, a time for letting God gaze upon us with love and in this way 
change our lives. We were put in this world to go from ashes to life. So let us not turn our hopes and God’s dream for us into powder 
and ashes. Let us not grow resigned. You may ask: “How can I trust? The world is falling to pieces, fear is growing, there is so much 
malice all around us, society is becoming less and less Christian…” Don’t you believe that God can transform our dust into glory?

The ashes we receive on our foreheads should affect the thoughts passing through our minds. They remind us that, as God’s children, 
we cannot spend our lives chasing after dust. From there a question can pass into our hearts: “What am I living for?” If it is for the 
fleeting realities of this world, I am going back to ashes and dust, rejecting what God has done in my life. If I live only to earn money, 
to have a good time, to gain a bit of prestige or a promotion in my work, I am living for dust. If I am unhappy with life because I think 
I do not get enough respect or receive what I think is my due, then I am simply staring at dust.

That is not why we have been put in this world. We are worth so much more. We live for so much more, for we are meant to make God’s 
dream a reality and to love. Ashes are sprinkled on our heads so that the fire of love can be kindled in our hearts. We are citizens of 
heaven, and our love for God and neighbour is our passport to heaven. Our earthly possessions will prove useless, dust that scatters, but 
the love we share – in our families, at work, in the Church and in the world – will save us, for it will endure forever.

The ashes we receive remind us of a second and opposite passage: from life to dust. All around us, we see the dust of death. Lives 
reduced to ashes. Rubble, destruction, war. The lives of unwelcomed innocents, the lives of the excluded poor, the lives of the 
abandoned elderly. We continue to destroy ourselves, to return to ashes and dust. And how much dust there is in our relationships! Look 
at our homes and families: our quarrels, our inability to resolve conflicts, our unwillingness to apologize, to forgive, to start over, while 
at the same time insisting on our own freedom and our rights! All this dust that besmirches our love and mars our life. Even in the 
Church, the house of God, we have let so much dust collect, the dust of worldliness.

Let us look inside, into our hearts: how many times do we extinguish the fire of God with the ashes of hypocrisy! Hypocrisy is the filth 
that Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that we have to remove. Indeed, the Lord tells us not only to carry out works of charity, to pray and 
to fast, but also to do these without pretense, duplicity and hypocrisy (cf. Mt 6:2.5.16). Yet how often do we do things only to be 
recognized, to look good, to satisfy our ego! How often do we profess to be Christians, yet in our hearts readily yield to passions that 
enslave us! How often do we preach one thing and practice another! How many times do we make ourselves look good on the outside 
while nursing grudges within! How much duplicity do we have in our hearts... All this is dust that besmirches, ashes that extinguish the 
fire of love.

We need to be cleansed of all the dust that has sullied our hearts. How? The urgent summons of Saint Paul in today’s second reading 
can help us. Paul says: “Be reconciled to God!” He does not simply ask; he begs: “We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God” (2 Cor 5:20). We would have said: “Reconcile yourselves with God!” But no, Paul uses passive form: Be reconciled! Holiness is 
not achieved by our efforts, for it is grace! By ourselves, we cannot remove the dust that sullies our hearts. Only Jesus, who knows and 

loves our heart, can heal it. Lent is a time of healing.

What, then, are we to do? In journeying towards Easter, we can make two passages: first, from dust to life, from our fragile humanity to 
the humanity of Jesus, who heals us. We can halt in contemplation before the crucified Lord and repeat: “Jesus, you love me, transform 
me... Jesus, you love me, transform me...” And once we have received his love, once we have wept at the thought of that love, we can 
make the second passage, by determining never to fall again from life into dust. We can receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of 
Penance, because there the fire of God’s love consumes the ashes of our sin. The embrace of the Father in confession renews us from 
inside and purifies our heart. May we allow ourselves to be reconciled, in order to live as beloved children, as forgiven and healed 
sinners, as wayfarers with him at our side.

Let us allow ourselves to be loved, so that we can give love in return. Let us allow ourselves to stand up and walk towards Easter. Then 
we will experience the joy of discovering how God raises us up from our ashes.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200226_omelia-ceneri.html

Year of St. Joseph (8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021)

For the next four weeks, we will be introducing four prayers to St. Joseph which can be prayed by everyone and also can be specifically 
for some groups of people, namely; Prayer For Purity (for the youths), Prayer For A Happy Death (for the dying), Prayer to St. Joseph, 
Protector of the Church (for the Church) and Litany of St. Joseph.

Week 4

LITANY OF ST JOSEPH

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us (after each line)
Saint Joseph,
Renowned offspring of David,
Light of Patriarchs,
Spouse of the Mother of God,
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,
Foster-father of the Son of God,
Diligent protector of Christ,
Head of the Holy Family,
Joseph most just,
Joseph most chaste,
Joseph most prudent,
Joseph most strong,
Joseph most obedient,
Joseph most faithful,
Mirror of patience,
Lover of poverty,
Model of artisans,
Glory of home life,
Guardian of virgins,
Pillar of families,
Solace of the wretched,
Hope of the sick,
Patron of the dying,
Terror of demons,
Protector of Holy Church,
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.

V. He made him the lord of His house:
R. And ruler of all His substance.

Let us pray. 
O God, who in Thine unspeakable providence didst vouchsafe to choose blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thine own most holy 
Mother: grant, we beseech Thee, that we may deserve to have him for our intercessor in heaven, whom we reverence as our defender 
on earth: who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.



Sixth Week of Ordinary Time – 14 February 2021

We have only three days of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time. Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent.

The first few days of this week are the last of the Ordinary Time readings until the day after Pentecost Sunday, which will end the Easter 
Season. The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time offers a dramatic look at leprosy. The first reading from Leviticus has clear instructions: A 
leper has to live away from the community, cover his head and call out, “Unclean, unclean!” as people go near him. It emphasizes even 
more what it means that Jesus speaks with and touches someone who was such a pariah as he heals the leper in Mark's Gospel.

On Monday and Tuesday in Mark’s Gospel, we witness Jesus' discouragement as he again encounters the challenges of the religious 
leaders: “he sighed from the depth of his spirit.” As they retreat to the other side of the lake, Jesus warns his disciples against the 
rebellious “leaven” of the Pharisees and reminds them of the meaning of the miracle of the loaves - he is like God, come to feed them 
in whatever desert journey they encounter.

Beginning of Lent

The Season of Lent begins with four days that serve as an introduction to the four Lenten practices of Prayer, Fasting, Repentance and 
Almsgiving.

Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting and abstinence. We wear ashes on our foreheads to remember who we are and express our desire to 
turn away from sin and to believe the Good News. The Prophet Joel helps us begin our journey: “return to me with your whole heart.” 
“Rend your hearts, not your garments,” reminds us that this is an interior journey. The Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 51, has the antiphon: 
“Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.” Paul, in his First Letter to the Corinthians says, “be reconciled to God ... we appeal to you 
not to receive the grace of God in vain ... Behold, now is a very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” In Matthew's 
Gospel Jesus gives us a guide for our Lenten practices, “Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order that people may see them.”

On Thursday we read in Deuteronomy how Moses urges his people to turn away from sin. “Choose life, then, that you and your 
descendants may live, by loving the LORD, your God, heeding his voice, and holding fast to him.”

Friday and Saturday: It is the long tradition of Lent to prepare us for our journey by having us reflect on Isaiah, Chapter 58, as we begin. 
“This is the fasting that I wish” gives us the true picture of fasting: letting God's Spirit transform us. It is a call to conversion. Jesus 
confirms his desire to help us, “I have not come to call the righteous to repentance but sinners.”

On the First Sunday of Lent, as we begin our Lenten journey, remembering how God re-established the covenant after the flood, and 
we reflect on how Jesus began his public ministry with a retreat of forty days - driven to the desert by the Spirit.
Daily Prayer This Week

This is a great week to pray for simplicity, and all the graces that flow from this gift. Simplicity doesn't mean being simple minded or 
naive. It means being like the little children Jesus called us to imitate and the little children he embraced.

It is easy to take few moments each morning this week to ask for the graces that we need to look into our busy calendars, and into our 
very full hearts, and find the areas that need greater simplicity. Of course, part of that prayer comes out of a desire to be less complicated, 
to be less stressed by conflict and to not be pulled in too many directions.
Another level of that prayer is that we might be more trusting, more vulnerable and more dependent upon God. This is to ask for that 
great grace of living a life that comes together - with the various parts in harmony with each other, i.e., the me that goes to church on 
Sunday is the same me that interacts with my family and the me that goes to work each day.

A key focus, as we begin Lent is to remember that this is a season, not so much about what acts we will do for God, but how we can be 
open to what God wants to give us. If we make sacrifices, it will be in service of getting rid of what gets in the way of our openness and 
trust in God, and adding what can help me hear and receive what is being offered me.

Each of us will find ways to ask for these graces according to our own circumstances. Some of us may be able to set time aside every 
day to pray. But, even those of us who can't seem to find that time can choose to focus our consciousness enough to gather our interior 
movements together in ongoing brief, but very meaningful, conversations with our Lord. If our days can begin with naming the desire 
that will give shape to our thoughts and desires throughout the day, then that discipline will pay off richly in our ability to re-connect to 
that desire when we are in the midst of doing almost anything. It starts to become easy to recall what we asked the Lord for in just 30 
or 40 seconds in the morning. While walking somewhere or while doing almost anything else that used to just be filled with worry or 
anxiety or "day dreaming," we can now talk with our Lord about this event or that conflict, this person or that habit of mine. Each brief, 
"background" encounter with our Lord will help us repeat our desire to be made more simple. "Whoever does not accept the Kingdom 
of God like a child will not enter it.”

Isaiah 58 - from Friday and Saturday - offers a rich reflection on the kind of fasting our Lord desires of us.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
HOLY MASS, BLESSING AND IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES, 26 February 2020

We begin the Lenten Season by receiving ashes: “You are dust, and to dust you shall return (cf. Gen 3:19). The dust sprinkled on our 
heads brings us back to earth; it reminds us that we are dust and to dust we shall return. We are weak, frail and mortal. Centuries and 
millennia pass and we come and go; before the immensity of galaxies and space, we are nothing. We are dust in the universe. Yet we 
are dust loved by God. It pleased the Lord to gather that dust in his hands and to breathe into it the breath of life (cf. Gen 2:7). We are 
thus a dust that is precious, destined for eternal life. We are the dust of the earth, upon which God has poured out his heaven, the dust 
that contains his dreams. We are God’s hope, his treasure and his glory.

Ashes are thus a reminder of the direction of our existence: a passage from dust to life. We are dust, earth, clay, but if we allow ourselves 
to be shaped by the hands of God, we become something wondrous. More often than not, though, especially at times of difficulty and 
loneliness, we only see our dust! But the Lord encourages us: in his eyes, our littleness is of infinite value. So let us take heart: we were 
born to be loved; we were born to be children of God.

Dear brothers and sisters, may we keep this in mind as we begin this Lenten season. For Lent is not a time for useless sermons, but for 
recognizing that our lowly ashes are loved by God. It is a time of grace, a time for letting God gaze upon us with love and in this way 
change our lives. We were put in this world to go from ashes to life. So let us not turn our hopes and God’s dream for us into powder 
and ashes. Let us not grow resigned. You may ask: “How can I trust? The world is falling to pieces, fear is growing, there is so much 
malice all around us, society is becoming less and less Christian…” Don’t you believe that God can transform our dust into glory?

The ashes we receive on our foreheads should affect the thoughts passing through our minds. They remind us that, as God’s children, 
we cannot spend our lives chasing after dust. From there a question can pass into our hearts: “What am I living for?” If it is for the 
fleeting realities of this world, I am going back to ashes and dust, rejecting what God has done in my life. If I live only to earn money, 
to have a good time, to gain a bit of prestige or a promotion in my work, I am living for dust. If I am unhappy with life because I think 
I do not get enough respect or receive what I think is my due, then I am simply staring at dust.

That is not why we have been put in this world. We are worth so much more. We live for so much more, for we are meant to make God’s 
dream a reality and to love. Ashes are sprinkled on our heads so that the fire of love can be kindled in our hearts. We are citizens of 
heaven, and our love for God and neighbour is our passport to heaven. Our earthly possessions will prove useless, dust that scatters, but 
the love we share – in our families, at work, in the Church and in the world – will save us, for it will endure forever.

The ashes we receive remind us of a second and opposite passage: from life to dust. All around us, we see the dust of death. Lives 
reduced to ashes. Rubble, destruction, war. The lives of unwelcomed innocents, the lives of the excluded poor, the lives of the 
abandoned elderly. We continue to destroy ourselves, to return to ashes and dust. And how much dust there is in our relationships! Look 
at our homes and families: our quarrels, our inability to resolve conflicts, our unwillingness to apologize, to forgive, to start over, while 
at the same time insisting on our own freedom and our rights! All this dust that besmirches our love and mars our life. Even in the 
Church, the house of God, we have let so much dust collect, the dust of worldliness.

Let us look inside, into our hearts: how many times do we extinguish the fire of God with the ashes of hypocrisy! Hypocrisy is the filth 
that Jesus tells us in today’s Gospel that we have to remove. Indeed, the Lord tells us not only to carry out works of charity, to pray and 
to fast, but also to do these without pretense, duplicity and hypocrisy (cf. Mt 6:2.5.16). Yet how often do we do things only to be 
recognized, to look good, to satisfy our ego! How often do we profess to be Christians, yet in our hearts readily yield to passions that 
enslave us! How often do we preach one thing and practice another! How many times do we make ourselves look good on the outside 
while nursing grudges within! How much duplicity do we have in our hearts... All this is dust that besmirches, ashes that extinguish the 
fire of love.

We need to be cleansed of all the dust that has sullied our hearts. How? The urgent summons of Saint Paul in today’s second reading 
can help us. Paul says: “Be reconciled to God!” He does not simply ask; he begs: “We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God” (2 Cor 5:20). We would have said: “Reconcile yourselves with God!” But no, Paul uses passive form: Be reconciled! Holiness is 
not achieved by our efforts, for it is grace! By ourselves, we cannot remove the dust that sullies our hearts. Only Jesus, who knows and 

loves our heart, can heal it. Lent is a time of healing.

What, then, are we to do? In journeying towards Easter, we can make two passages: first, from dust to life, from our fragile humanity to 
the humanity of Jesus, who heals us. We can halt in contemplation before the crucified Lord and repeat: “Jesus, you love me, transform 
me... Jesus, you love me, transform me...” And once we have received his love, once we have wept at the thought of that love, we can 
make the second passage, by determining never to fall again from life into dust. We can receive God’s forgiveness in the sacrament of 
Penance, because there the fire of God’s love consumes the ashes of our sin. The embrace of the Father in confession renews us from 
inside and purifies our heart. May we allow ourselves to be reconciled, in order to live as beloved children, as forgiven and healed 
sinners, as wayfarers with him at our side.

Let us allow ourselves to be loved, so that we can give love in return. Let us allow ourselves to stand up and walk towards Easter. Then 
we will experience the joy of discovering how God raises us up from our ashes.

Source: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20200226_omelia-ceneri.html

Year of St. Joseph (8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021)

For the next four weeks, we will be introducing four prayers to St. Joseph which can be prayed by everyone and also can be specifically 
for some groups of people, namely; Prayer For Purity (for the youths), Prayer For A Happy Death (for the dying), Prayer to St. Joseph, 
Protector of the Church (for the Church) and Litany of St. Joseph.

Week 4

LITANY OF ST JOSEPH

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, hear us.
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us.
Holy Mary, pray for us (after each line)
Saint Joseph,
Renowned offspring of David,
Light of Patriarchs,
Spouse of the Mother of God,
Chaste guardian of the Virgin,
Foster-father of the Son of God,
Diligent protector of Christ,
Head of the Holy Family,
Joseph most just,
Joseph most chaste,
Joseph most prudent,
Joseph most strong,
Joseph most obedient,
Joseph most faithful,
Mirror of patience,
Lover of poverty,
Model of artisans,
Glory of home life,
Guardian of virgins,
Pillar of families,
Solace of the wretched,
Hope of the sick,
Patron of the dying,
Terror of demons,
Protector of Holy Church,
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, who take away the sins of the world, Have mercy on us.

V. He made him the lord of His house:
R. And ruler of all His substance.

Let us pray. 
O God, who in Thine unspeakable providence didst vouchsafe to choose blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thine own most holy 
Mother: grant, we beseech Thee, that we may deserve to have him for our intercessor in heaven, whom we reverence as our defender 
on earth: who livest and reignest world without end. Amen.





by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Join us online with the links below: 

Sixth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

2月13日起，星期六，早上10.00时

2月13日起，星期六，早上10.30时



SPP PARISH NEWS

SPP Confession Booking: 
https://tinyurl.com/y25oft2n

MARS Booking: 
https://mycatholic.sg

1)  With effect from 1 February, all churches will have 
 a shorter booking/cancellation cut-off time instead 
 of 48hrs. The Church of Saints Peter and Paul 
 booking/cancellation cut-off time is 24 hours 
 before Mass

2) M.A.R.S. booking opens on every Tuesday at 
 9.00am for one weekend mass each. No limit 
 for weekday Masses.
a.  2nd weekend Mass opens on 2 Feb
b.  3rd weekend Mass opens on 9 Feb
c.  4th weekend Mass opens on 16 Feb

NOTE: 
Please be gracious and only book for Masses that 
you are able to attend. A no-show for Masses that 
have been booked will be tracked in the system

3) TraceTogether required for SafeEntry check-in 
 and check- out using your TraceTogether App or 
 Token at our  church

4)  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - 
 Confessions  21 Feb from 1.00pm to 3.00pm can 
 be booked through our SPP online system, 
 subject to maximum 25 persons per hour.

Christ’s self-sacrificial love on the Cross is the 
cornerstone of the Christian life. The season of Lent 
is a fitting time for us, in imitation of Jesus, to 
perfect within us the virtue of charity to become 
living images of Christ.

We invite you to offer a lily as a personal symbol of 
your Lenten commitment to be a more loving 
person to those around you.

Scan the QR code for more details.

基督在十字架上的自我牺牲之爱是基督徒生活的基
石。四旬期是我们模仿耶稣的适当时机，完善我们
心中慈善的美德，活出基督的肖像。

我们邀请你一起献上一朵百合花，象征我们这个四
旬期的承诺 - 要成为一个对周围的人更有爱心的人
。

扫描QR码以获取更多详细信息。



1870 - 2020

and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2: 5

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at only SGD600.00*

只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received

有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Church of Saints Peter and Paul Singapore
sp
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Order now!
Fewer than 100 sets left! All proceeds go to the church.

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.



A Call to Share in God's Plan - 
The work of a Catechist is truly 
God's work. Because of this, a 
Catechist is called, not just to 
teach, but to partake in the 
mission of God to bring Christ's 
light to all. We ask for prayers 
that more people will respond to 
this calling and the grace for us 
to seek out the right catechists. 
If any of you feel called or would 
like to discern your call,
please contact Nicolette at the 
following email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

The CCD Ministry is pleased 
to announce that registration 
for catechism classes for new 
applicants are now open for 
Year 2021 intake. Catechism 
classes are currently conducted 
online every Sundays.

In tandem with registration for 
students, the CCD Ministry is 
also actively recruiting parents 
to join our team of catechists 
and parent volunteers. 
 
For more more information, pls 
email Nicolette at 
sppccdministry@gmail.com

Reg

istration for Catechism



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

Send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email or through Facebook Messenger below



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (every Wednesday only, from 13 January 2021)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

 

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE


