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There are three “anointed offices” in the Old Testament:
Prophets, Priests and Kings. They were usually anointed
with oil when they were installed in these offices. Here are
some examples—

 Elijah anointed Elisha as a “prophet.” God told Elijah,
“You shall anoint Elisha as prophet in your place” (1 Ki
19:15,16).

 Moses anointed Aaron as a “priest.” God told Moses,
“You shall anoint Aaron your brother and his sons,
consecrate them, and sanctify them, that they may minister
to Me as priests” (Ex 28:41).

 Samuel anointed Saul as a “king.” “Samuel took a
flask of oil and poured it on Saul’s head, and kissed him
and said: Is it not because the Lord has anointed you
commander over His inheritance?” (1 Sam 10:1). The
singular reason why David refused to stretch out his hand
against Saul was that he was the Lord’s “anointed” (26:11).

These three were “the” representative leaders of the
people of God as we can see from the following Scripture
passages. Jer 18:18, “The Law shall not perish from the
priest, or counsel from the wise, nor the Word from the
prophet.” This is a word of commendation. When there

1
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comes condemnation from God, He still holds the collective
leadership responsible for the backslidden condition of the
people. Jer 2:26, “So is the house of Israel ashamed; they
and their kings and their princes, and their priests and
their prophets.” Ezek 7:26, “Disaster will come upon disaster
... Then they will seek a vision from a prophet; but the Law
will perish from the priest, and counsel from the elders
(kings).” Mic 3:11, “Her heads (kings) judge for a bribe, her
priests teach for pay, and her prophets divine for money.”
Zeph 3:3,4, “Her princes in her midst are roaring lions; her
prophets are insolent, treacherous people; her priests have
polluted the sanctuary.” Yes, for good or bad, God holds
the “anointed” leaders responsible.

The prophets were the “moral” leaders. They told the
people how far or how close they follow the Lord God. They
lamented when God’s people backslided and failed to
maintain His moral standards in their belief and behaviour.
The priests were the “religious” leaders. Their ministry was
concerned mainly with the activities of the temple, sacrifice,
offering, purification, and so on. The kings were the
“political” leaders who were the civil heads superintending
the social life of the citizens.

Another observation is that there were certain
individuals who had a combination of any two offices for
their functioning. Here are some examples —

 Melchizedek: Gen 14:18, “Melchizedek, King of Salem,
brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most
High.” A combination of kingship and priesthood.

 Aaron: Ex 7:1, “The Lord said to Moses: See I have
made you as God to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall

be your prophet.” 28:1, God told Moses. “Now take Aaron
your brother ... that he may minister to Me as priest.” A
combination of prophethood and priesthood.

 Saul: 1 Sam 10:1,11, Samuel told Saul, “Is it not
because the Lord has anointed you commander (king) over
His inheritance?” When people saw that Saul indeed
prophesied among the prophets, they said to one another,
“Is Saul also among the prophets?” A combination of
kingship and prophethood.

 David: Acts 2:29,30, “Being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of
his body, He would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” A
combination of prophethood and kingship.

 Ezekiel: Ezek 1:3; 2:5, “The Word of the Lord came
expressly to Ezekiel the priest.” “Whether they hear or refuse
... yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.”
A combination of priesthood and prophethood.

 Caiaphas: Jn 11:49-51, “Caiaphas, being the high
priest that year ... he prophesied that Jesus would die for
the nation.” A combination of priesthood and prophethood.

Jesus is Three-in-One!
Jesus is the only Person in whom all the three offices

are combined. He is Three-in-One as can be seen in the
following Scripture passages —

 John the Baptist pointed at Jesus and said, “Behold,
the Lamb of God!” (Jn 1:36). The Lamb is for sacrifice and
it’s the duty of the priest to offer it. Two of John’s disciples

7 8



on hearing him started following Jesus. Jesus asked them,
“What do you seek?” They replied, “Rabbi,” which means
Teacher (v38). This is the ministry of a prophet. Nathanael
told Jesus, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!” (v49).

 The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews in his opening
lines says, “God, who at various times and in different ways
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in
these last days spoken to us by His Son ... He by Himself
purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high ... To the Son God says: Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter
of Your Kingdom” (Heb 1:1,2,3,8). Yes, Jesus came from
God in Heaven to earth as a Prophet; He returned with the
sacrifice of Himself to the Father as a Priest; and He would
soon come back to this world as a King!

 The triple offices of Jesus are beautifully brought
together in Revelation 1:5, “Jesus Christ the faithful
Witness, the Firstborn from the dead, and the Ruler over
the kings of the earth.” As a Prophet He came from the
Father to bear witness to the truth. As a Priest He offered
Himself as a sacrifice, rose again from the dead, and
ascended to the Father. As a King He would return to the
earth to be the King of kings.

In the Old Testament, at the maximum any of the two
offices only could be combined. But here in Jesus we see
all the three. How was it possible? The answer is in John
3:34, “He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for
God does not give the Spirit by measure.” God’s Spirit is
given to God’s Son “without measure!” God has “anointed”

His Son with the oil of gladness “more than His companions”
(Heb 1:9). The “companions” here mean the Old Testament
counterparts who served as the types of Jesus. The Hebrew
word “Messiah” and the Greek equivalent “Christ” mean
“anointed.” It is by the immeasurable anointing of God that
Jesus became Christ! The most striking prophecy is in
Daniel 9:24-26, “To anoint the Most High ... Until Messiah
the Prince ... Messiah shall be cut off.”

Jesus is Christ!
See how Jesus was identified as Christ or the Messiah

by various people:  The Samaritan woman said to Jesus,
“I know that Messiah is coming (who is called Christ). When
He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I
who speak to you am He” (Jn 4:25,26).  During the trial
when Jesus kept silent and answered nothing, the high
priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ, the Son of the
blessed?” Jesus answered, “I am. And you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right hand of the power” (Mk 14:61,62).
 The festival crowd formed various opinions about Jesus
(Jn 7:40-42). Many said, “Truly this is the Prophet.” Others
said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Will the Christ
come out of Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that Christ
comes from the seed of David and from the town of
Bethlehem?” The Scripture they had in mind was Micah
5:2, “You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come
forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel.”

The Samaritan woman identified Christ as the Prophet
who would “tell” them all things. To the High Priest, Jesus
spoke about sitting at the right hand of God as a Priest.
The festival crowd made reference to David and the town of
Bethlehem so Christ would be the King.
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Yes, beloved, the most important message of the New
Testament is, “Jesus is Christ!” Paul, Apollos and Cephas
(Peter) were obviously considered as the prominent leaders
in the early Church (1 Cor 1:12). That’s why the Corinthian
Christians were rallying around them and became victims
of groupism. Look at the typical message of these three
leaders in the Acts of the Apostles. “Saul (Paul) increased
all the more in strength and confounded the Jews ... proving
that this Jesus is the Christ” (9:22). In the Synagogue in
Thessalonica, Paul reasoned with the Jews for three weeks,
saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ”
(17:3). Also in Corinth he persuaded both Jews and Greeks,
testifying, “Jesus is the Christ” (18:5).  Apostle Peter also
emphasized this point in his sermon on the Day of
Pentecost: “God had made this Jesus, whom you crucified,
both Lord and Christ” (2:36). When Jesus asked His
disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”, Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(Mt 16:15,16). Did not Jesus commend that this was an
unusual revelation to Peter? (v17). Did He not say that this
would be the foundational truth for the building of His
Church? (v18).  Let’s now come to Apollos: “He vigorously
refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the Scriptures that
Jesus is the Christ” (Acts 18:28).

“Jesus” is the earthly name of the Son of God (Mt 1:21).
“Christ” is His heavenly title (Acts 2:36). We are called
“Christ-ians,” and not “Jesus-ians!”

Let’s look at a few more reasons for the importance of
the proclamation that “Jesus is Christ!” The very purpose
of John’s Gospel is that we may believe that “Jesus is the
Christ” (Jn 20:31). It is this faith that gets us life eternal in

His Name. John in his Epistle defines rebirth as, “Whoever
believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (1 Jn 5:1).
John also helps us to identify antichrist: “Who is a liar but
he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist
who denies the Father and the Son” (1 Jn 2:22). We have
popular slogans like, “Jesus loves,” “Jesus heals,” Jesus
saves,” and so on. But our message is not apostolic until
we proclaim, “Jesus is Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

Christ  vs. Christians
“Christ” means the “Anointed One.” Therefore the word

“Christian” should mean an “anointed” person belonging
to Christ. John 1:16 is one of the most encouraging texts
in the Bible: “Of Christ’s fullness we have all received, and
grace for grace.” All of His to all of us! Apostle Peter pointed
this out on the Day of Pentecost when the disciples were
“anointed” with the Holy Spirit: “Being exalted to the right
hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, Christ poured out this which
you now see and hear” (Acts 2:33). In a sense, just like the
Father God has given the Holy Spirit “without measure” to
His Son, what we have received from Him is also without
measure (Jn 3:34). The gift of the Holy Spirit to us is
compared to a “fountain,” to “rivers,” “wells,” “floods” and
“showers” (Jn 4:14; 7:38; Isa 12:3; 44:3; Ezek 34:26). Can
any of these be measured?! Hallelujah!

What we have been saying is summarised in Joel’s
prophesy quoted by Peter on the Day of Pentecost: Acts
2:16,17, “It shall come to pass in the last days, says God,
that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh” (Joel 2:28,29).
The “last days” mean the days of the New Covenant in which
we live (Heb 1:1,2). God says that He would “pour out” of
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His Spirit. It’s not sprinkling but pouring! Yes, He gives us
His Spirit without measure. And God says that He would
pour out of His Spirit on “all” flesh. There’s no class or age
distinction. In the Old Testament, only the leaders were
anointed with God’s Spirit. But now the Spirit comes on
“all” believers, “all” the people of God. There’s no clergy-
laity divide now.

We have a beautiful picture of the Church anointed in
Psalm 133. Verse 1, “Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” This is the
picture of the Church in which all the members are equal
as brothers and sisters. Verse 2, “It is like precious oil upon
the head, running down on the beard, the beard of Aaron.”
The oil flows from the head to the garments. The Holy Spirit
flows from Christ the Head to the Church which is His
body. The head and the beard of Aaron speak of the priestly
ministry of the Church. The dew of Hermon speaks of its
prophetic ministry (v3). The prophetic word and doctrine
descend like “raindrops” and “dew” (Dt 32:1,2). “The Lord
commands His blessing in Zion” (Psa 133:3). This speaks
of the kingly ministry of the Church. Our King is in Zion.
God the Father has said concerning Christ, “I have set My
King on My holy hill of Zion” (Psa 2:6).

All the children of God, washed by the blood of Christ
and anointed by the Holy Spirit, are prophets, whereas
Jesus is “the” Prophet. All of us are priests, whereas Jesus
is the “High” Priest. All of us are kings, whereas Jesus is
the “King” of kings. This is the meaning of what Apostle
John said in 1 John 4:17b, “As He is, so are we in this
world.” We shall study this in detail in the following
chapters. This is a doctrinal subject. It is not milk but meat.

You need to read this book patiently, turning to the Scripture
references to see if things are so. The truth will set us free
from the bondage of traditions. This study will give us a
proper understanding of God’s calling concerning us under
the New Covenant.



Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus our blessed Redeemer!
Sing, O earth — His wonderful love proclaim!
Hail Him! Hail Him! Highest archangels in glory;
Strength and honour give to His holy name!
Like a shepherd, Jesus will guard His children,
In His arms He carries them all day long.

Praise Him! Praise Him!
Tell of His excellent greatness;
Praise Him! Praise Him ever in joyful song!

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus our blessed Redeemer!
Heavenly portals loud with Hosannas ring!
Jesus, Saviour, reigneth for ever and ever;
Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and Priest and King!
Christ is coming, over the world victorious,
Power and glory unto the Lord belong.

— Frances van Alstyne, 1820-1913
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2
Prophets

The threefold ministry of Christ is that of a Prophet,
Priest and King. The “anointing” on Jesus for these three
offices is what made Him the “Messiah” which means
“Christ” or the “Anointed.” This is what we saw in the
previous chapter. Of the three offices the first one is that of
a Prophet.

Jesus the Prophet

The first prophecy that Jesus would come as a Prophet
was given by Moses: “The Lord your God will raise up for
you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brothers.
Him you shall hear ... The Lord said to me, I will put My
words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I
command. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My
words, which He speaks in My Name, I will require it of
him” (Dt 18:15,18,19). This is what Jesus confirmed when
He said, “My doctrine (teaching) is not Mine, but He who
sent Me ... I have not spoken on My own authority; but the
Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should
say and what I should speak. And I know that His command
is everlasting life” (Jn 7:16,17; 12:49,50). Jesus stresses
here the finality of His words because He spoke as the
Prophet sent by the Father with His message.

2
Prophets

“Thus saith the Lord!”
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The significance of the prophecy of Moses is seen in
that Apostle Peter quoted it on the Day of Pentecost which
was the dawn of the New Testament: “Every soul who will
not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among
the people” (Acts 3:22,23). Stephen the first martyr of the
Church quoted the same thing in his address before he
was stoned (7:37).

Jesus was called a Prophet several times in the Gospels.
When Herod and others saw the miracles of Jesus, they
said, “It is the Prophet” (Mk 6:14,15). When He raised to
life the only son of a widow at his funeral, people glorified
God, saying, “A great Prophet has risen up among us, and
God has visited His people” (Lk 7:14-16). Those who saw
the sign that Jesus did by feeding over five thousand men
with just five loaves and two fish said, “This is truly the
Prophet who is to come into the world” (Jn 6:14; Dt 18:15).
These confessions were made by folks at the beginning of
the ministry of Jesus.

Jesus was considered as the Prophet from God as He
approached the end of His earthly ministry also. One
example is what people said during His triumphal entry
into Jerusalem. “All the city was moved, saying, Who is
this? So the multitudes said, This is Jesus, the Prophet
from Nazareth of Galilee” (Mt 21:10,11). When the risen
Lord asked the disciples, who were on their way to Emmaus,
what things they were conversing, they replied, “The things
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty
in deed before God and all the people” (Lk 24:17-19).

Who is a Prophet?
Why was Jesus called a Prophet? To answer this

question, we must understand the definition of a “prophet.”

There were four names by which Prophets were called in
the Old Testament. (a) One was “Nabi” in Hebrew which
meant a “speaker.” When Moses asked God to excuse him
as he was slow of speech and slow of tongue, He gave him
his brother Aaron and said, “He shall be your spokesman
(nabi) to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth for
you, and you shall be to him as God” (Ex 4:10,16). (b) The
next Hebrew word used for a Prophet was “Roeh” which
means a “seer.” That is, they “see” the message of God before
they “speak” it out. Here is it in 1 Samuel 9:9, “Formerly in
Israel, when a man went to enquire of God, he spoke thus:
Come, let us go to the seer; for he who is now called a
prophet was formerly called a seer.” (c) Another Hebrew
word translated as prophet is “Zophim,” which means a
“watchman.” God rebuked His people, saying, “I set
watchmen over you, saying, Listen to the sound of the
trumpet. But they said, we will not listen” (Jer 6:17). The
stiffneckedness of people against God’s call through His
prophets is implied here. The prophets as watchmen are
guardians and shepherds of people. (d) Another simple name
for prophets is “Men of God.” They carry the “Word of the
Lord” (1 Ki 13:1). This speaks of their walk with God. Apostle
Peter uses this name to stress that all Scripture is inspired
by God: 2 Pet 1:20,21, “No prophesy of Scripture is of any
private origin, for prophecy never came by the will of man,
but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.” The prophetic utterances serve as the “foundation”
for the New Testament Church (Eph 2:19,20).

Thus, the prophets are those who (a) speak the words
of God, (b) see the message of God, (c) watch over the people
of God, and (d) minister as the men of God. To summarise,
prophets are God’s mouthpiece to minister to people.
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Therefore Jesus is the Prophet of prophets according to
Hebrews 1:1,2, “God, who at various times and in different
ways spoke in times past to the fathers by the prophets,
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.”

Prophethood of all believers
Jesus as the Prophet of prophets makes all His believers

prophets under the New Covenant. The first person to bring
out this glorious truth was Apostle Peter. He did it by quoting
from Prophet Joel. When the 120 disciples were filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues on the Day of Pentecost,
the onlookers were all “amazed and perplexed” unable to
understand the phenomenon. Some people even mocked
at the disciples and charged them of drunkenness. In
defence to what was happening as the sovereign act of God,
Peter said, “In the last days, says God, that I will pour out
of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy ... and on My menservants and on My
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit and they shall
prophesy” (Acts 2:12-18). In this list of recipients of the
Holy Spirit both young and old, and masters and servants,
are included. No distinction of age or class. The outpouring
is for “all,” not just a selected few offices as in the Old
Testament. The immediate and prominent manifestation
is “prophesying.” The potential ability that’s given to all
believers in Christ to prophesy is indicated by Apostle Paul
while he was discussing the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. He
says, “You can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn
and all may be encouraged” (1 Cor 14:31). Yes, in the New
Testament assembly, there are no two groups called,
“performers” and “audience.” All are participants and
functionaries as the various organs of our body (Eph 4:16).
“Every” joint and “every” part must do its share!

The prophethood of all believers was the prophetic
expectation of Moses. The Lord took of the Spirit that was
upon Moses, and placed the same upon the seventy elders
placed by him around the tabernacle. They all prophesied
when the Spirit rested upon them. But there were two men,
namely Eldad and Medad, who remained in the camp
without going to the tabernacle. They also prophesied.
Joshua was upset with this. He told Moses to stop those
two men from prophesying. The answer of Moses to Joshua
is quite striking: “Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all
the people of the Lord were prophets!” (Num 11:24-29). Here
comes Prophet Amos with a challenge: Am 3:8, “A lion has
roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who
can but prophesy?”

What then is the answer to Paul’s question? — “Are all
prophets?” (1 Cor 12:29). The obvious answer is, “No!” Then
how do we explain the prophethood of all believers? Unless
we are dumb, we all can speak; but we all are not speakers.
We all  can write, atleast a letter, but that doesn’t make us
writers. We all can run, atleast when chased by a stray
dog, but we don’t become runners. In the same way, we all
can prophesy, but that does not bring us to the office of a
prophet in the Church. Judas and Silas, like Paul and
Barnabas, were prophets in Antioch; but all the believers
there were not called prophets (Acts 15:32; 13:1). We are
given different “measures of faith.” Accordingly God assigns
responsibilities to us. Here’s the Biblical exhortation: Rom
12:6, “Having then gifts according to the grace that is given
to us, let us use them: if prophesy, let us prophesy in
proportion to our faith.”
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A prophet is known both by his character and his
message. What he speaks must be backed by how he walks.
The authority for his message is from God, but his words
will be weighty only if their impact is felt in his own life.
Jesus has taught us that false prophets can be identified
by their fruits (Mt 7:15-20). Let’s search the Scriptures to
trace the characteristics of true prophets. They are —

1. Men of holiness
Following the birth of John the Baptist, his father

Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit and he prophesied
a poetry of twelve verses (Lk 1:67-79). This is called
“Benedictus” as it begins with the word “Blessed.” In this
song he calls the prophets of God as “holy” prophets (v70).
While talking about the final restoration, Apostle Peter calls
them as “holy” apostles and prophets (Acts 3:21). Apostle
Paul says that the mystery of Christ is revealed now by the
Spirit to God’s “holy” apostles and prophets (Eph 3:4,5).
According to Peter, the prophesy of Scripture is what was
spoken by the “holy” men of God as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:20,21). Warning against backsliding,
he reminded the believers of the words spoken before by
the “holy” prophets (3:1,2). The entire Book of Revelation is
what the Lord God of the “holy” prophets has shown to His
servants through His angel which was to shortly take place
(Rev 22:6).

How did these prophets become holy? They had their
sanctification experience. This can be illustrated by two
outstanding prophets: Moses and Isaiah. (a) When Moses
came to Horeb the mountain of God, the Angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.
He was surprised that though the bush burned with fire, it

was not consumed (Ex 3:1,2). When he wanted to get near
to see this great sight, God called him, “Moses, Moses!”
The first thing He asked Moses to do was to take his sandals
off his feet because the place where he stood was “holy”
ground (vv4,5). (b) Prophet Isaiah had a similar experience
(Isa 6). In his heavenly vision, the seraphim were res-
ponsively singing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts!”
The searching presence of God convicted the prophet of his
“unclean” lips. Then God cleansed him by fire. It was
following this experience the prophet was commissioned to
go and speak forth God’s message. It’s interesting to note
that both these great prophets were cleansed by fire. One
experienced it in his feet and the other in his lips. Yes,
prophets are called to be holy in their “walk” and in their
“talk!” The feet to go forth, and the lips to speak forth!

Beloved, if we want to be God’s spokespersons for this
generation, we too must have this “baptism of fire” which
will burn all the “chaff” in our life (Mt 3:11,12). This is how
John the Baptist, the greatest among prophets, introduced
Jesus the Sanctifier! Apostle Peter calls this as
“sanctification of the Spirit” (1 Pet 1:2). We cannot be a
prophetic voice in this world of wilderness if we are careless
in our walk. Subjecting ourselves to frequent self-
examination under the all-seeing eyes of God is a
prerequisite for God’s message to freely flow through us to
this mess-age. The world is freezing to death. Wanted
prophets with tongues of fire! (Acts 2:3,17).

2. Men of vision/revelation
Prophet Isaiah expresses the displeasure of the Lord

God over His backslidden children with these words: “The



Lord has poured out on you the spirit of deep sleep, and
has closed your eyes, namely the prophets; and He has
covered your heads, namely, the seers” (Isa 29:10). Prophets
are compared to “eyes” here. They help people look at things
from God’s viewpoint. In any matter, what we think and
what God thinks are different from each other. Look at
Apostle Paul’s challenge: “Who has known the mind of the
Lord? Who has become His counsellor?” (Rom 11:34).
Learning to see and understand things as God does is a
vital aspect of spiritual growth. Paul throws a similar
challenge in 1 Cor 2:16, “Who has known the mind of the
Lord that he may instruct Him?” Then he writes, “But we
have the mind of Christ.” This is not to instruct the Lord
but to be instructed of Him to walk according to His mind.
Besides those who are called to be prophets, each child of
God must have this spiritual insight without which he will
go directionless. This is the meaning of being “led by the
Spirit” (Rom 8:14).

Prophet Jeremiah lamented over the condition of the
daughter of Zion with these words: “The law is no more,
and her prophets find no vision from the Lord” (Lam 2:9c).
This is spiritual darkness. When God’s people keep shutting
their ears to His voice, He covers them with a “cloud” (v1).
This is the condition of many Churches today. Like the
Laodicean Church they are not aware of their spiritual
blindness (Rev 3:17). When Pastors and Leaders lose
prophetic insight, they are blind leading the blind (Mt 15:14;
Lk 6:39).

God reveals His mind to His prophets. This is not only
true in the Old Testamental times but also in the New
Testament Church. While writing to the Corinthian

assembly about the regulations to be followed in the
operation of spiritual gifts, Apostle Paul said, “Let two or
three prophets speak, and let others judge. But if anything
is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.
For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and
all may be edified” (1 Cor 14:29-31). For most of the modern
Christians these lines may sound like Greek and Latin! So
much we have lost the glorious move of the Holy Spirit in
our gatherings!

Prophet Amos emphatically says, “Surely the Lord God
does nothing, unless He reveals His secret to His servants
the prophets” (Am 3:7). Abraham is the first man to be
called a “prophet” in the Bible (Gen 20:7). Before the
destruction of Sodom the Lord said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am doing?” (18:17). Prophets are the friends
of God with whom He opens His heart (Jn 15:15). Abraham
was called the “friend of God” (Js 3:23). Because worldliness
has invaded the Church, instead of being the friends of
God we have become His enemies (4:4). This is a bitter pill
we must swallow. Prophets don’t march to the drumbeat of
the world. They know what is God’s priority today. They
discern the condition of the Church. They find out what an
average pastor or preacher fails to see. (Read “What the
Church needs today,” pages 91-94.)

3. Men of burden
One of the oft-repeated phrases uttered by the prophets

of old was, “The burden of the Lord” (Isa 13:1; 15:1; 17:1
19:1; 21:1; etc.). This was against nations like Babylon and
Moab. Prophets Zachariah and Malachi speak of “the burden
of the Word of the Lord” (Zech 9:1; Mal 1:1). Prophets are
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men who work closely with God sharing the burden of His
heart. Whatever grieves God grieves them. They participate
in the sorrows of the Lord. Bob Pierce the founder of World
Vision used to pray, “Lord, let what breaks Your heart break
mine too!” My friend, Ezekia Francis, who ministers all over
the world with a prophetic calling, used to pray even from
his student days in the 1960s, asking God to give him a
share in His tears! I used to wonder how his tear glands
could pour out so much of tears! I have watched Mr.
Augustine Salins (1914-1985) breaking often into tears on
the pulpit. He was called the Weeping Prophet of India. He
founded the “Ambassadors for Christ” to labour for revival
in the Church. “O Lord, give us more of such men!” Our
pulpits and pews are dry because our eyes are dry!

Apostle Paul was a prophet too (Acts 13:1). He was
carrying a fivefold burden —

(a) His first burden was for the Church. He testifies in
2 Cor 11:28, “Besides the other things (like perils and
fatigue), what comes upon me daily: my deep concern
(burden) for all the Churches.” Then he goes on to speak of
his burden for every member of the congregation: “Who is
weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I
do not burn with indignation?” (v29). This kind of burden
comes only through total identification with God’s children
both in their joys and sorrows. Elsewhere Paul admonished
the believers, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep
with those who weep” (Rom 12:15). Presenting the analogy
of the body, he wrote, “If one organ suffers, all the organs
suffer with it” (1 Cor 12:26). How indifferent we are today
towards the aches and agonies of the fellow-members of
our Church!

(b) Secondly, Paul as a prophet carried a genuine burden
for the backsliders. Concerning the Galatian believers who
were returning to the bondage of the Law he lamented, “My
little children, for whom I labour in birth again until Christ
is formed in you” (Gal 4:9,19). We saw that prophets share
the pain of God’s heart. Even one lost sheep worries Him
so much. Do we have this spirit of the Good Shepherd? Or,
are we like the false shepherds who desert the sheep at the
sight of a wolf? (Jn 10:11-14). What is our attitude towards
backsliders? Do we broadcast their failures or go all out to
bring them back into the fold? Do we gossip over their
shortcomings or cover a multitude of sins by our loving
approach? (Js 5:19,20). This doesn’t mean we should gloss
over sins. But the backslider should be able to respond,
saying, “Let the righteous strike me; it shall be a kindness.
And let him reprove me; it shall be as excellent oil; let my
head not refuse it” (Psa 141:5). May we catch the spirit of
Prophet Jeremiah, who said, “Oh, that my head were waters,
and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and
night for the slain of the daughter of my people!” (Jer 9:1).
Weeping in secret is characteristic of true prophets.

(c) Paul’s burden, as a prophet, was for the nominals.
The Jews who have not accepted Jesus as the Messiah can
be compared to the nominal Christians. Paul had a
consuming grief and intense anguish for them. He opens
his heart in Romans 9:1-3, “I tell the truth in Christ, I am
not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Spirit, that I have great sorrow and continual grief in
my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed
from Christ for my brothers, my kinsmen according to the
flesh, who are Israelites.” Moses the prophet had a similar
burden. When he delayed coming down from Mount Sinai
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after receiving the Tablets of the Testimony, the people
persuaded Aaron to make them gods to lead them. He made
a golden calf to which people offered burnt offerings. God
with deep displeasure told Moses how the people had
corrupted themselves. God wanted to destroy them. The
prayer of Moses is unbelievable: “Lord, these people have
sinned a great sin ... Yet now, if You will forgive their sin —
but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have
written” (Ex 32:32). In other words, “Lord, forgive them or
forget me!” This is the heart of a prophet. Paul must have
learnt this art of desperate praying from Moses! It’s easy to
criticize nominalism in our Churches. But where are the
prophets like Moses and Paul who would even sacrifice
Heaven for the salvation of the nominals?

(d) Prophets hate materialism. They shun earthly-
mindedness. They cannot understand how the ministers
of the New Testament can hold on to gold. Paul wept for
them. He writes from the prison to the Philippian Christians,
“Many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of
Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly,
and whose glory is in their shame — who set their mind on
earthly things” (Phil 3:18,19). The condition today is that
most of the preachers with a prophetic calling have gone
after materialism, and there are no prophets to weep for
them. They have abandoned the message of the cross for
cash. They are not the enemies of “Christ” but of the “Cross
of Christ!” The modern health-and-wealth gospel, known
as the prosperity gospel, is the most popular message in
all of Church history. This is the golden calf today! Prophet
Micah, being filled with “power by the Spirit of Lord,”

declared concerning Zion and Jerusalem, “Her heads judge
for a bribe, her priests teach for pay, and her prophets
divine for money. Yet they lean on the Lord, and say, Is not
the Lord among us?” (Mic 3:8,10,11). Money, money, money!
Apostle Peter has forewarned us about “false prophets” who
would exploit God’s people by “covetousness” with
“deceptive words.” He also predicted, “Many will follow their
destructive ways” (2 Pet 2:1-3). John Knox (1514-1572)
cried, “O God, give me Scotland or I die!” Today’s preachers
beg people, saying, “Send me money or I die!”

(e) The burden for those unreached with the Gospel
was ever-increasing in the heart of Paul. He was a prophet-
turned-missionary (Acts 13:1). He laboured with the
constant remembrance of the prophetic Scripture passages
concerning the salvation of the Gentiles. Based on the
prophesy of Joel that “whoever calls on the Name of the
Lord shall be saved” (Joel 2:32), he raised four questions of
missionary challenge: Rom 10:14, “How then shall they
call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how
shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach unless they are sent?” Immediately after this he
quoted the prophecies of Isaiah and Nahum concerning
the “beautiful feet” of an evangelist (Isa 52:7; Nah 1:15).
Paul received his pioneer missionary vision from Isaiah’s
prophecy (Rom 15:20,21; Isa 52:15). This is what prevented
him from building on “another man’s foundation.”
Missionaries and Missionary Organisations should
frequently refresh themselves with prophetic passages in
the Old Testament concerning evangelism. Only then they
would remain Bible-based in their vision. This is the only
way to prevent a Mission from becoming a machine!
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4. Men of prayer
As we have seen, Abraham was the first person as per

the Biblical record to be called a “prophet.” He is introduced
so by God to King Abimelech: “Abraham is a prophet, and
he will pray for you” (Gen 20:7). Yes, this is the primary
ministry of a prophet. Before he stands before men for God,
he must kneel before God for men. It was an accepted fact
in the olden days that if there were prophets, and if the
Word of the Lord was with them, they would make
“intercession” to the Lord of hosts (Jer 27:18). This was
Prophet Jeremiah’s testimony: “My soul will weep in secret
for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run down
with tears because the Lord’s flock has been taken captive”
(13:17). All the outstanding prophets of old were men of
prayer —

(a) Even towards the end of his life Prophet SAMUEL
said, “Far it be from me that I should sin against the Lord
in ceasing to pray for you” (1 Sam 12:23). His mother
Hannah was a woman of prayer (1:12,13). His first prayer
was taught by Priest Eli: “Speak, Lord, for Your servant
hears” (3:9). This should be the prayer of any prophet any
time in his life and ministry. A mere gift of prophecy is not
sufficient. A prophet dare not speak to men before he hears
God. If this discipline is neglected, what he speaks will be
the imaginations of his heart. People will be cheated. About
these deceivers God says, “I have not sent these prophets,
yet they ran. I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied”
(Jer 23:21). The God-told-me heresy today has made
Christians half dead.

(b) ELIJAH was another prophet known for prayer.
About him Apostle James writes, “Elijah was a man with a

nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly ... and he prayed
again” (Js 5:17,18). The lesson is, “The effective, fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much” (v16b). His prayer
at Mount Carmel is unparalleled (1 Ki 18:36,37). He
addressed God as the “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and
Israel!” He uses the name “Israel” instead of “Jacob.” “Israel”
means “Prince” or “Overcomer.” Elijah’s prayer was one of
victory. He made the wicked king Ahab to tremble. How badly
we need such prophets today to confront the corrupt leaders
in high places! God fills prophets with boldness through
the Holy Spirit as they wait before Him on their knees.

(c) The disciples of Jesus asked Him to teach them to
pray “as JOHN taught his disciples to pray” (Lk 11:1). The
details of what John taught his disciples on prayer are not
found in the Gospel record. He was a prophet of restoration
like Prophet Elijah (1 Ki 18:37; Lk 1:17). There’s no history
of revival without prayer. Bible study without prayer will
leave us dry without personal revival. The Psalmist prayed
again and again, “Revive me, O Lord, according to Your
Word!” (Psa 119:25,107,154). How many Seminaries teach
their students to pray? Lectures and books on how to
preach are plenty. Heads are filled, but hearts are not fired!
Sermon preparation should not be primarily in the
preacher’s study but in the prayer closet. Only then can he
thunder on the pulpit, “Thus saith the Lord!” This is the
prophetic voice! (Jn 1:22,23).

5. Men of boldness
Among the various ministers of God, prophets are

known for their holy boldness. Because they are not
popularity-seekers or fund-raisers, they are least bothered
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about what folks would think of their message. They are
not keen on a second invitation. Their only aim is to be
faithful to their Lord and His Word. Nobody can kill them
because they are already dead to fame and fortune. Prophets
are bold in (a) their personal dealings with individuals, (b)
public ministry, and (c) persecution. We will meet some
men who exemplified in these areas —

(a) Dealing personally with an erring individual is
extremely delicate. In this area the prophets are better than
specialized surgeons. Wilful sinners cannot be comfortable
with the prophets. With a parable Prophet NATHAN
confronted King David over his sin of adultery. He rebuked
David saying, “Why have you despised the commandment
of the Lord, to do evil in His sight?” (2 Sam 12:9). The
prophet’s bold message brought David to repentance. He
confessed, “I have sinned against the Lord” (v13). God
forgave him. Similarly JOHN the Baptist dared to tell
straight on the face of King Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother’s wife” (Mk 6:18). Because of John’s
bold rebuke, he had to lose his head. You don’t need your
head or hand to enter Heaven!

(b) Prophets exhibit unusual boldness in public
ministry. God strengthens them in secret to proclaim His
message with a holy audacity in public. Prophet ELIJAH
challenged the people, “How long will you falter between
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal,
then follow him” (1 Ki 18:21). People could not answer him
a word. It’s because such bold prophets are rare today, we
have too many cat-on-the-wall Christians. If sermons are
not prophetic they will be pathetic. Cold preachers make
bold sinners.

The Word of the Lord that came to Prophet JEREMIAH
can be claimed by any sincere preacher: “Prepare yourself
and arise, and speak to them all that I command you. Do
not be dismayed before their faces, lest I dismay you before
them. For behold, I have made you this day a fortified city
and an iron pillar, and bronze walls against the whole land
... They will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
against you. For I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver
you” (Jer 1:17-19). About Jesus we read, “They were
astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes” (Mk 1:22). With
this in mind, Prophet Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994)
observed, “Too many dead preachers are preaching too
many dead sermons to too many dead congregations!” Read
the Portrait of a Prophet he has painted on pages 43 & 44.

(c) No prophet will be spared of persecution. When the
entire land was filled with false prophets who spoke
according to the taste of the people, Prophet MICAIAH said,
“As the Lord lives, whatever my God says, that I will speak”
(2 Chr 18:13). One Zedekiah, who was a false prophet,
struck Micaiah on the cheek, and asked him, “Which way
did the spirit from the Lord go from me to speak to you?”
(v23). Finally Micaiah was thrown into prison and fed with
“bread of affliction and water of affliction” (v26). Rigorous
imprisonment!

God’s commission to Prophet JEREMIAH was, “Stand
in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak all the words
that I command you. Do not diminish a word” (Jer 26:2).
Jeremiah faithfully rendered God’s message. Look at the
reaction of the priests, prophets, princes and the people:
“This man deserves to die” (v11).
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True prophets are always in danger. They will be severely
persecuted more by the insiders than the outsiders of the
Church. Jesus spoke about the blood of Abel to the blood
of Zechariah who perished between the “altar” and the
“temple” (Lk 11:51). Abel to Zachariah! “A” to “Z!” Stephen
the first martyr of the Church challenged those who were
about to stone him to death, “Which of the prophets did
your fathers not persecute?” (Acts 7:52). Apostle James
reminds us, “My brothers, take the prophets, who spoke in
the Name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and
patience” (Js 5:10). I wonder how the modern prophets, so
called, are so popular? Don’t you?

The Message of the Prophets
A prophet is identified by what he is and what he says.

We have seen the outstanding characteristics of prophets.
Now we will move on to consider their message. As the
forthright spokespersons for God, they speak of the
Greatness of God, the Righteousness of God, and the
Salvation of God.

(a) The Greatness of God
Prophets hide themselves and exalt God. They are dead

to self-projection. Let’s look at some examples —

 We have already seen that ABRAHAM is the first one
to be called a prophet in the Bible (Gen 20:7). He calls God
as “God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth”
(14:22). At Beersheba he worshipped the Lord addressing
Him as the “Everlasting God” (21:33). In his intercession
for Sodom he calls God as the “Judge of all the earth”
(18:25). See how he humbles himself: “I am but dust and
ashes” (v27).

 Then comes MOSES. Following his farewell address
to the people of Israel, he sang a 43-verse song. He said, “I
proclaim the Name of the Lord: Ascribe greatness to our
God. He is the Rock!” (Dt 32:3,4). In his song of blessing
the people he said, “There’s no one like the God of Jeshurun
(= upright Israel), who rides the heavens to help you, and
in His excellency on the clouds” (33:26). God’s Word says
that “there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face” (34:10).

 ISAIAH’s prophecies have numerous references to
the Greatness of God. Isa 2:11,17, “The proud looks of man
shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed
down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day!” The
first sentence of his testimony about the vision he had
following the death of King Uzziah was, “I saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His
robe filled the temple” (6:1).

 Prophet DANIEL gave interpretation to the dream of
King Nebuchadnezzar like this: “You will be driven to dwell
with animals till you know that the Most High rules in the
Kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses”
(Dan 4:25).

 JOHN the Baptist confessed, “There comes One after
me who is mightier than I, whose sandal I am not worthy to
stoop down and loose ... He must increase, but I must
decrease. He who comes from above is above all” (Mk 1:7;
Jn 3:30,31).

 We have seen that under the New Covenant all
believers can prophesy (Acts 2:17,18). The EARLY BELIEVERS
prophesied quite often. The subject of their prophecy was
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the “wonderful works of God” (v11). When the family
members of Cornelius were filled with the Holy Spirit, they
spoke in tongues and “magnified God” (10:46). While
discussing the subject of the Gifts of the Spirit, Apostle
Paul thinks of a situation when all the assembled believers
would be prophesying and an unbeliever would enter in.
The Apostle states that this would drive the newcomer to
prostrate on his face and “worship God” (1 Cor 14:24,25).

We conclude on the basis of the Scripture passages
quoted above that though prophesying primarily addresses
men, it ecstatically adores God with inspired utterances of
His greatness. When this happens in an assembly, the effect
on the believers will be electrifying. Instead of paganistic
repetitions, there will be fresh revelations of the greatness
and the glory of God. This can happen even without talented
singers or high sounding musical instruments. The Spirit-
wrought spontaneity will be unmistakable.

(b) The Righteousness of God
I would call Abel as the first prophet-martyr (Lk

11:50,51). His unrecorded message was righteousness as
we see in Hebrews 11:4, “By faith Abel offered to God a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he
obtained testimony that he was righteous, God testifying of
his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks.” John
the Baptist, according to the prophecy of his dad, was to be
called the “prophet of the Highest” (Lk 1:76). Zacharias also
said that we are to serve God all the days of our life “in
holiness and righteousness” (vv 74,75). Those who heard
John, including the tax-collectors, declared the
“righteousness” of God through his baptism (Lk 7:29). The
exhortation John gave to his baptismal candidates was on
practical righteousness (3:10-14).

The repeated message of the “former prophets” was,
“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Turn now from your evil ways
and your evil deeds” (Zech 1:4). A call to a life of righteous-
ness! Jeremiah was commissioned as a prophet to “root
out and to pull down, to destroy and to throw down” all
that was unholy, ungodly and unrighteous (Jer 1:10). Such
a prophetic ministry is not easy. God told Prophet Ezekiel,
“Do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though
briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among
scorpions; do not be dismayed by their looks, though they
are a rebellious house” (Ezek 2:6). Nevertheless God assured
him that they would know that a “prophet” had been among
them (v5). A ministry with pricks of thorns and sting of
scorpions! I sometimes wonder why of all the spiritual gifts,
Apostle Paul has exhorted us to especially desire
prophesying! (1 Cor 14:1)

False prophets and backslidden prophets usually make
no reference to righteous living. Prophet Jeremiah lamented
before the daughter of Zion, “Your prophets have seen for
you false and deceptive visions; they have not uncovered
your iniquity ... They have envisioned for you false
prophecies and delusions” (Lam 2:14). God calls the false
prophets as “foolish prophets” because “they follow their
own spirit and have seen no vision” (Ezek 13:3). They seduce
God’s people, saying, “Peace!” when there’s no peace and
they use “untempered mortar” in whatever they build (v10).
Prophet David Wilkerson (1931-2011) calls these men as
“pillow prophets!” The modern prosperity preachers fall
under this category. They continually say, “”You shall have
peace,” and “No evil shall come upon you” (Jer 23:17). God
calls this as “a horrible thing in the prophets” (v14). Beware
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of those who claim to be prophets but in whose message
there’s no call to repentance and righteousness! Down
through the ages false prophets have been popular. Hear
Christ’s forthright warning: “Woe to you when all men speak
well of you, for so did their fathers to false prophets” (Lk
6:26).

(c) The Salvation of God
Salvation by grace through Christ was the main theme

of all the Old Testament prophets. That’s how they became
the foundation alongwith the apostles for the New Testament
Church (Eph 2:20).

The Risen Lord expounded to the Emmaus disciples in
all the Scriptures the things concerning “Himself,” beginning
at Moses and all the “prophets” (Lk 24:27). Following the
healing miracle performed on the lame man at the Beautiful
Gate, Apostle Peter told all the people, who were filled with
amazement, “All the prophets, from Samuel and those who
follow, as many as have spoken, have foretold these days
... To you first, God, having raised up His servant Jesus,
sent Him to bless you” (Acts 3:24,26). The primary blessing
Peter referred to was “turning away from iniquities” (v26).
The same was the message of Stephen: “Your fathers killed
those (prophets) who foretold the coming of the Just One”
(7:52). Peter repeats the message of the prophets while
addressing the household of Cornelius: “To Jesus all the
prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes
in Him will receive remission of sins” (10:43). There are
about 100 prophecies in the Bible about the First Coming
of Christ and 300 about His Second Coming which would
mean the consummation of salvation (Heb 9:28b).

The prophesy of Zacharias, father of John the Baptist,
began with praise to God for visiting His people with the
blessings of “redemption” and “salvation” (Lk 1:67-79). He
said this was spoken by the mouth of God’s holy “prophets”
(v70). Anna, an 84-year old prophetess, spoke of God to all
those who looked for “redemption” (2:36-38). Even Caiaphas
the high priest “prophesied” about the death of Jesus (Jn
11:49-51). According to Jude, even Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, “prophesied,” saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with
ten thousands of His saints” (Jude 14). The climaxing
statement is in Revelation 19:10, “The testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy.” Thus we must understand that
prophesying, in its broadest sense in these New Covenant
days, is the forthright proclamation of Christ, crucified and
risen. It’s for this chief purpose God anoints all His children
with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:17,18). And as a result, “Whoever
calls on the Name of the Lord shall be saved” (v21).

Apostle Paul summarises in 1 Corinthians 14:3 this
threefold message of prophecy, namely, the Greatness of
God, the Righteousness of God, and the Salvation of God:
“He who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and
comfort to men.” (a) Edification means the increase or
deepening of devotion by the understanding of the Greatness
of God. (“Edifice” is a word related to “Edification”). (b)
Exhortation means calling and counselling people to
righteous and holy living by declaiming the Righteousness
of God. (c) Comfort is experienced by the grace and peace
which come through Christ the First Comforter in the
Salvation of God. A classic example is the ministry of Judas
and Silas: “Themselves being prophets also, they exhorted
the believers with many words and strengthened them”
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(Acts 15:32). Their message of comfort was that “Circum-
cision is not necessary for salvation; Jesus is sufficient!”

Foretelling or Forthtelling?
What about “predictive” prophesying? In the New

Testament, it is more of “forthtelling” than “foretelling.”
That’s, inspired proclamation rather than prediction. A
cursory look at the following passages makes it clear. Acts
4:31, “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
spoke the Word of God with boldness.” Men belonging to a
certain cult disputed with Stephen. But “they were not able
to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke”
(6:9,10). We know how difficult it is to argue with Jehovah
Witnesses and such cultic groups. An unusual manifes-
tation of the gifts of the “Word of Wisdom” and the “Word of
Knowledge” alone can prevail demonic wisdom (1 Cor 12:8).

Apostle Paul testified, “My speech and my preaching
were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith
should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God” (1 Cor 2:4,5). This is what I would call “prophetic
preaching.” It won’t be beating around the bush but
punching and penetrating the hearts and minds of the
listeners with the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of
God. The Apostle further explains it in verse 12 and 13,
“We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
which is from God, that we might know the things that
have been freely given to us by God. These things we also
speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which
the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with
spiritual.” This is the prophetic element that makes Bible

preaching and teaching different from mere academic
presentation. This was always the longing of Paul. He
beseeched the Ephesian believers, “Pray always for me that
utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth
boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel” (Eph 6:19).

At the same time we cannot totally ignore or deny the
“predictive” element in prophesying today. As we browse
through the New Testament, predictive prophesying had
been mostly relating to evangelism and relief work. Acts
11:27-30, “There were certain prophets who had come from
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, showed
by the Spirit that there was going to be a great famine
throughout all the world, which also happened in the days
of Claudius Caesar. The disciples, each according to his
ability, determined to send relief to the brothers dwelling
in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the
hands of Barnabas and Saul.” There are so many in Chennai
and Tamilnadu who claim to be prophets. According to my
knowledge, not one of them predicted the Tsunami of 2004
or the Chennai floods of 2015. At the maximum our prophets
make people fall back or laugh! Another predictive prophecy
was by Prophet Agabus and the four prophetess daughters
of Evangelist Philip. They foretold that Paul would be
chained by the Jews in Jerusalem and so he should not go
there. However Paul took it as an “information” from the
Spirit, and not an “instruction” by Him, and proceeded (Acts
21:8-15). From the subsequent chapters in Acts we find
that Paul was right (23:11).

The early prophets, that is the prophets of the Old
Testament, were only “inquiring and searching” diligently
of the salvation through Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:9-11). But
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now this is “revealed” to the New Testament prophets and
apostles. About this Paul distinctively writes, “The mystery
of Christ was not made known to the sons of men in other
ages, as it has been revealed by the Spirit to His holy
apostles and prophets” (Eph 3:4,5). This “mystery” includes
how Gentiles would become fellow-heirs and partakers of
God’s promises in Christ thro’ the Gospel (v6). When we
understand this mystery through the indwelling Spirit of
God and share it with others, we continue that prophetic
ministry. Apostle Paul wanted this understanding to be
stirred up in Timothy so he would fulfil his ministry (1 Tim
4:14; 2 Tim 4:5).

Unfortunately, today’s believers are more excited about
personal predictive prophecies than the inspired utterance
of the Gospel truth and Biblical lessons leading to
“edification, exhortation and comfort” (1 Cor 14:3). For
general guidance on personal matters, we must go by the
principles of the Word of God, the promptings of the Spirit
of God, and the practical counsel of the men of God (Psa
119:105; Rom 8:14; 2 Tim 2:7). In extraordinary situations,
a specific prophetic word from a fellow-believer or a servant
of God will be a blessing.

Plurality of Prophets
An important feature of the prophetic ministry today is

the plurality of the prophets. It was a “team” of prophets
which came from Jerusalem to Antioch (Acts 11:27). It was
to a “team” of prophets and teachers in the Church at
Antioch the first missionary call came (13:1,2). It was a
two member “team” of prophets which exhorted and
strengthened the believers in Antioch (15:32). Whereas the

gifts of the Spirit “to” men are given to individuals, the gifts
“as” men are given as teams to the Church (Compare 1 Cor
12:7-10 with Eph 4:11). In the operation of the gift of
prophesying in the Church, the admonition is that “two or
three” prophets may speak, and the other prophets must
judge (1 Cor 14:29). Accountability is indispensable for the
proper functioning of the gift of prophecy or the ministry of
a prophet. Freelancing is most dangerous in this area.
What’s the meaning of Paul’s statement in 1 Cor 14:32?
“The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.”
The contextual interpretation of this verse is, “Prophets are
accountable to other prophets” (vv29-31). Otherwise there
will be utter “confusion” (v33).

It is dangerous to follow a prophet who is not subject to
questioning and correction. Whatever be the prophecy, the
litmus test is whether or not it is in line with the plain
teaching of the written Word of God. The following
statements of Paul are quite hard and challenging: “If
anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the
commandments of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let
him be ignorant” (1 Cor 14:37,38). These are the concluding
words of Paul for the teaching on the gifts of the Spirit
given in 1 Corinthians 12,13 and 14. Many Churches totally
avoid any talk or exercising of the gifts of the Spirit. These
three chapters in 1 Corinthians present only “regulations”
and not “restrictions.” The first verse of chapter 14 says,
“Desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may
prophesy.” After giving several regulations, Paul writes in
conclusion, “Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to
prophesy” (v39). The remedy for abuse or misuse is not
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non-use but proper use! 1 Corinthians 12,13 and 14 were
written to a Church which had all the gifts functioning and
not to a Church to which the gifts of the Spirit were strange!
(1 Cor 1:4-7). Why teach game rules to someone who never
even visits the playground?

A word of warning before concluding this chapter:
Because prophetic ministry by its very nature is extremely
attractive, beware lest you are led to heroworship a prophet!
Don’t take this warning lightly. Even a great prophet like
John fell down to worship an angelic prophet! (Rev 22:8,9).
John had to be taught the first of the Ten Commandments:
“Worship God!”
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The Portrait of a Prophet
by Leonard Ravenhill, 1907-1994

 The prophet in his day is fully accepted by God and totally
rejected by men.

 In a day of faceless politicians and voiceless preachers,
there is not a more urgent national need than we cry to
God for a prophet!

 The prophet is God’s detective seeking for lost spiritual
treasures. The degree of his effectiveness is determined
by the measure of his unpopularity. Compromise is not
known to him. He has no price tags. He is totally
otherworldly.

 The prophet breathes the rarefied air of inspiration. He
lives in the heights with God and comes into the valley
with a “Thus saith the Lord!”

 The prophet lives in splendid isolation. He is forthright
and outright, but he claims no birthright.

 The prophet is the villain of today and the hero of
tomorrow. He is excommunicated while alive and exalted
when dead!

 Daily the prophet eats the bread of affliction while he
ministers, but he feeds the Bread of Life to those who
listen.

 The prophet walks before men for days, but has walked
before God for years. He is a scourge to the nation before
he is scourged by the nation. He announces, pronounces
and denounces! He has a heart like a volcano and his
words are as fire. He is violated during his ministry, but
he is vindicated by history.

 There is a terrible vacuum in Evangelical Christianity
today. The missing person in our ranks is the prophet.
The man rejected by other men, even other good men,
because they consider him too austere, too severely
committed, too negative and unsociable.

 God, send us this Moses to lead us from the wilderness
of crass materialism, where the rattlesnakes of lust bite
us and where enlightened men, totally blind spiritually,
lead us to an ever-nearing Armegeddon!

 God’s men are in hiding until the day of their showing
forth. They will come!

 God, have mercy; send us PROPHETS!

(From Heart Breathings, 112 pages,
reprinted in India by the author in 2018)
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3
Priests

3
Priests

Jesus came from Heaven to earth as a Prophet. After
Resurrection He went back to the Father as a Priest. He is
to return soon to earth as a King. In the previous chapter
we studied His ministry as a Prophet and the ministry of
all the believers as prophets. In this chapter we shall study
the ministry of Jesus as a Priest and ours as priests.

God chose the tribe of Levi for the ritual religious
services. Num 8:5,6,15, “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
Take the Levites from among the children of Israel and
cleanse them ceremonially ... The Levites shall go in to the
service of the Tabernacle of Meeting. So you shall cleanse
them and offer them, as though a wave offering.” Within
this tribe the priesthood was confined to the family of Aaron.
God told Moses, “Take Aaron your brother, and his sons
with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may
minister to me as priest, Aaron and his sons” (Ex 28:1).

Christ belongs to the tribe of Judah, the kingly tribe,
and not the priestly tribe of Levi. How then did He become
a Priest? The answer is in Heb 7:11-17. Do read this passage
carefully —

“If perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the Law), what further need

“Spare Your people, O Lord!”
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was there that another priest should rise according to the
order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the
order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of
necessity there’s also a change of the Law. For He (Jesus)
of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe,
from which no man has officiated at the altar. For it is
evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses
spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more
evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises
another priest who has come, not according to the Law of a
fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an
endless life. For He (God the Father) testifies: You (Jesus)
are a Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.”
This was prophesied in Psalm 110 in which Jesus is
presented as the Priest-King.

The theme of the Book of Hebrews is the “High
Priesthood of Jesus.” The author of this Epistle summarises
it in 8:1, “Now this is the main point of the things we are
saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens!”
This Epistle is sometimes called the fifth Gospel! The
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John present what
Christ did on the “earth,” whereas the Epistle to the Hebrews
speaks of what Christ does in “Heaven.”

Offerings in the Old Testament
The high priests under the Law would offer animals as

sacrifice; but Jesus our High Priest offered up “Himself”
(Heb 7:27). There were five main offerings in the Old
Testament and these are explained in the Book of Leviticus.
We read about “Burnt Offering” in Chapter 1; “Meal or Meat
Offering” in Chapter 2; “Peace Offering” in Chapter 3; “Sin

Offering” in Chapter 4; and “Trespass Offering” in Chapter
5. The first three offerings are primarily to “maintain”
fellowship with God, whereas the last two are primarily to
“restore” that fellowship. Let’s briefly look into the meaning
of each of these offerings —

a) Burnt Offering (FIRE)

Lev 1:9, “The priest shall burn all (the parts of the bull)
on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, a
sweet aroma to the Lord.” This speaks of Christ’s atoning
sacrifice offered as a sweet-smelling aroma, as we read in
Ephesians 5:2, “Walk in love, as Christ also has loved us
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God
for a sweet-smelling aroma.” Apostle Paul here calls us for
a self-sacrificing love in our interpersonal relationships.

There’s another offering called “drink offering” which
was associated with the “burnt offering.” The drink offering
is a mixture of fine flour, oil and wine (Num 15:4,5). This is
a picture of Jesus “pouring” out His soul unto death (Isa
53:12b). Apostle Paul, referring to his sacrificial service and
death, wrote, “I am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure is at hand” (2 Tim
4:6; Phil 2:17).

b) Meal/Meat/Grain Offering (OIL)

Lev 2:1,3, “When anyone offers a grain to the Lord, his
offering shall be of fine flour. And he shall pour oil on it,
and put frankincense on it ... The rest of the grain offering
shall be Aaron’s and his sons’. It is the most holy offering
of the offerings to the Lord made by fire.” This signifies
Christ’s perfect and spotless character under the Spirit’s
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anointing. The direct New Testament reference is Hebrews
9:14, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?” The “dead works” here refer to the rituals and
ceremonies of the Old Testament religion (6:1).

c) Peace Offering (FAT)

Lev 3:3-5, “Then the priest shall offer from the sacrifice
of the peace offering an offering made by fire to the Lord.
The fat ... all the fat ... the fat ... the fatty lobe ... Aaron’s
sons shall burn it on the altar upon the burnt sacrifice ... a
sweet aroma to the Lord.” This speaks of Christ making
and becoming peace for us and granting us rest on earth
and there in eternity. Normally a runner or a very active
person does not put on fat. Christ not only gives us peace,
but He Himself becomes our Peace (Eph 2:14). This He has
done by breaking down any wall of separation between God
and us, and between one another among us, through His
death (vv15,16). Almost all the New Testament Epistles
begin with a greeting of “peace.”

d) Sin Offering (BLOOD)

The anointed priest shall bring the bull to the door of
the Tabernacle of Meeting before the Lord, lay his hand on
the bull’s head, and kill the bull before the Lord. “The priest
shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle some of the
blood seven times before the Lord, in front of the veil of the
sanctuary” (Lev 4:6). This typifies the blood of Christ
cleansing us from all sin (1 Jn 1:7,9). Fellowship with God
is restored by our sin confession and the cleansing by the
blood of Christ.

e) Trespass Offering (RESTITUTION/AMENDS)

Lev 5:15,16, “If a person commits a trespass, and sins
unintentionally in regard to the holy things of the Lord,
then he shall bring to the Lord as his trespass offering a
ram without blemish from the flocks ... and he shall make
restitution for the harm that he has done in regard to the
holy thing ... The priest shall make atonement for him ...
and it shall be forgiven him.” This is similar to burnt offering
but this includes restitution. This speaks of Christ’s
forgiving love because of His immeasurable grace. Of the
many texts which speak of Christ’s forgiving love, Colossians
2:13 is outstanding: “You being dead in your trespasses ...
He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you
all trespasses.”

Thus the death of Christ has satisfied all the demands
of a holy God. He not only died for us but also rose again so
He might become a “Priest on the Throne of Grace” (Heb
4:15,16). This is prophesied in Zechariah 6:12,13, “Behold,
the Man whose name is the BRANCH! ... He shall be a
Priest on His throne.” Hallelujah!

Christ the “perfect” High Priest

The Epistle to the Hebrews is a book of perfection. There
are several references to perfection herein. It calls us to “go
on unto perfection” (Heb 6:1). It speaks about “the spirits
of just men made perfect” (12:23). It assures that God would
make us “perfect in every good work” (13:21). Above all,
this book presents Christ in 10 different ways as a perfect
High Priest for us—
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1. Merciful High Priest
Heb 2:17,18, “In all things Jesus had to be made like

His brothers, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for
the sins of the people. For in that He Himself has suffered,
being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.”
Jesus is a merciful High Priest to help us in our temptations.
He is the perfect HELPER. We understand the power of
temptation only when we resist it. We cannot live a victorious
life over sin without Christ’s help. He helps us with
understanding because He knows what it means to say no
to the devil. What an encouragement to know that we are
not alone in our battle against sin! Whatever may be the
type of temptation, however ugly or unusual, don’t confess
it, because temptation is not sin. Simply seek God’s help to
overcome it with the prayer Christ has taught us, “Lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” (Mt
6:13).

2. Faithful High Priest
Heb 3:1,2, “Holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly

calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our
confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who
appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house.”
Jesus is a faithful High Priest to give us a pattern to study
and follow. He is the perfect MODEL. During boyhood He
was obedient to His parents. During adulthood He was
friendly with people. Concerning family life He made
provisions for His mother at His death. Husbands are to
love their wives as Christ loved the Church. Jesus did not
escape from the realities of life. The study of the life of
Christ from the four Gospels is a lifetime assignment. We

are to walk “as He walked.” We must be able to challenge
others to follow us as we follow or imitate Him (1 Cor 11:1).
(Read my 120-page book, Jesus’ Footsteps.)

3. Great High Priest
Heb 4:14-16, “Seeing then that we have a great High

Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have
a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
Himself having faced temptation, Jesus perfectly
understands our struggle and weaknesses. We escape
condemnation because of His “mercy,” and embrace victory
because of His “grace.” He is our perfect LEADER and
VICTOR. He encourages us to claim His victory as ours.
Even before going to the Cross, He told His disciples, “Be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33b). He is
not a mere perfectionist; but He helps as well as leads us
to perfection. No condemnation but only conviction leading
to confession and cleansing!

4. Honourable High Priest
Heb 5:4,5,9, “No man takes this honour to himself, but

he who is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ
did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was
He who said to Him: You are My Son; today I have begotten
You ... And having been perfected, He became the Author
of eternal salvation to all who obey Him.” What He grants
us is not just “salvation,” but “eternal salvation!” As such
He is the perfect INHERITOR or AUTHOR. The word
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“honourable” has now become too common because of its
political usage. But when we say that Jesus is our
“honourable” High Priest, there’s no name above His. Unlike
the earthly honour, the honour of our High Priest is forever.
It’s common among believers that they feel “saved” on
certain days, but feel “lost” at other times. This is because
they are not taught a fundamental truth: Fact first, Faith
next, Feelings last. Don’t ever change this order. The fact
or the truth of God’s Word that we are His children is
established. It cannot be changed. When you put your faith
on this fact, you may or may not feel it. That’s immaterial
because feelings always fluctuate for any person. It depends
on one’s psychological make-up also.

5. Eternal High Priest
Heb 6:19,20, “This hope we have as an anchor of the

soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the
Presence behind the veil, where the Forerunner has entered
for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever
according to the order of Melchizedek.” This Melchizedek
has “neither beginning of days nor end of life” and he
remains a “priest continually” (7:3). Melchizedek, as a
mysterious character, blessed Patriarch Abraham when he
returned after rescuing Lot, saying, “Blessed be Abram of
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed
be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into
your hand” (Gen 14:16-20). Melchizedek blessed Abraham
with “bread and wine” symbolically. Abraham was so
satisfied with the blessings of the “King of Salem” that he
refused to take even a thread from the goods offered by the
“King of Sodom” (vv21-23). It was because the blessings of
Melchizedek were given in the name of “God Most High,

Possessor of heaven and earth!” What more do you want?
Thus Jesus the antitype of Melchizedek, as the High Priest
for us “forever,” has become the perfect PROMISOR. “All”
spiritual blessings are ours through Him in the heavenly
places (Eph 1:3). When we have Jesus we have everything
of God who possesses heaven and earth!

6. Unchanging High Priest
Heb 7:24-26, “Jesus, because He continues forever, has

an unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is also able to
save completely those who come to God through Him, since
He ever lives to make intercession for them. For such a
High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher
than the heavens.” As the unchanging High Priest, Jesus
is the perfect INTERCESSOR for us. His intercession for us
is non-stop! What a privilege to have the Holy Spirit resident
in us here on earth and the Lord Jesus seated there in
heaven for us, both to intercede on our behalf! (Rom
8:26,27). Though we have many weaknesses, the main
weakness of all of us is in prayer: “We do not know what we
should pray for as we ought.” Another point to be noted
here: We are not to pray “to” Jesus but to God the Father
“through” Jesus, that is, in His Name. We are taught to
come to God “through” Jesus (Heb 7:25). Many believers
don’t have the clarity that prayers must be addressed to
God the Father, in the Name of Jesus, with the power of
the Holy Spirit. Thus the communion is experienced with
the triune God.

7. Majestic High Priest
Heb 8:1,6, “Now this is the main point of the things we

are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at
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the right hand of the throne of Majesty in the heavens ...
He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as
He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was
established on better promises.” Yes, Jesus is our perfect
MEDIATOR. Both Roman Catholics and Protestants are
guilty of keeping human mediators between God and them.
The Roman Catholics keep Mary, who brought forth Jesus
into the world, as their mediator. The Protestants keep the
ministers, who bring them to Jesus, as their mediators for
prayer. It’s wrong for any preacher to ask people to write to
him or call him for immediate prayer for their troubles. The
Biblical prescription is, “If any man suffers, let him pray”
(Js 5:13). If he is too weak to pray or manage the situation,
say due to some sickness, he is to call for the “elders” of
the local Church he belongs to (v14). The gifts of healing
are to be exercised primarily in the context of the local
Church for the needs of the believers. All sicknesses are
not directly due to any sin. However, an immediate self-
examination is helpful (v15).

8. Good or Holy High Priest
Heb 9:11-14, “Christ came as High Priest of the good

things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle
not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with
the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption ... He offered Himself without spot to
God ... (so we may) serve the living God.” Jesus is the perfect
OFFERING or the OFFERER. Let’s remind ourselves of the
classic statement Apostle Paul made in his address on Mars
Hill: Acts 17:24,25, “God who made the world and
everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does

not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshipped
with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since
He gives to all life, breath, and all things.” In the absolute
sense, God is not in need of our worship or offerings. But,
because He rejoices over us, He delights in whatever we
offer unto Him. But nothing is acceptable before the all-
holy God without the Blood of Jesus. Our service and
offerings to God are not spotless, but they are accepted
because of the shed blood of the spotless Lamb of God. If
we don’t keep this truth ever before us, we will uncons-
ciously boast of our offerings and think that God becomes
obliged to us when He receives what we offer unto Him.
God is never obliged to us; only we are eternally obliged to
Him. Not our merit but His mercy. Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
captured this truth in his timeless hymn —

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small,
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

9. Presiding High Priest
Heb 10:21-23,37, “Having a High Priest over the house

of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast
the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful ... Yet a little while, and He who is
coming will come and will not tarry.” Jesus is the perfect
ADMINISTRATOR. God the Father has made Him the Head
of the Church. God has seated Jesus on His right hand of
Majesty and Power and given Him the scepter of right-
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eousness (Heb 1:8). No one can overpower Him. No one
can snatch us from His mighty hand. Like a gentle Shepherd
He leads us. He has all the authority in the world but He is
not authoritative towards us. He is kind. He is merciful. He
is gracious. He is loving. What a Leader! No wonder King
David sang, “Your gentleness has made me great” (2 Sam
22:36; Psa 18:35). A leader is one who successfully
completes what he has begun. That’s what our Leader is:
He is the Author and Finisher of our faith (Heb 12:2). It’s
absolutely safe to follow Him.

10. Rejected High Priest
Heb 13:11-14, “The bodies of those beasts, whose blood

is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are
burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered
outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside
the camp, bearing His reproach. For we have no continuing
city, but we seek the one to come.” Jesus is presented here
as the rejected High Priest so He might become the perfect
SUFFERER for us. The call here is that we may partake of
His suffering. Separation from the world is a doctrine that
runs through the Bible, especially in the words of Jesus.
He has said, “If the world hates you, you know that it hated
Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world
would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world,
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates
you” (Jn 15:18,19). This He highlighted in His High Priestly
prayer also. He told His Father, “They are not of the world,
just as I am not of the world” (17:16). What a comfort to
know that Jesus suffered more than any of us, and He is
with us in our sufferings, especially in matters relating to

separation from the world. A constant realisation of our
temporariness in this world encourages us whenever we
are rejected for our faith (Heb 13:13,14).

To summarise, (1) Jesus is our merciful High Priest so
He might be the perfect Helper; (2) He is our faithful High
Priest so He might be the perfect Model; (3) He is our great
High Priest so He might be the perfect Leader; (4) He is our
honourable High Priest so He might be the perfect Inheritor/
Author; (5) He is our eternal High Priest so He might be the
perfect Promisor; (6) He is our unchanging High Priest so
He might be the perfect Intercessor; (7) He is our majestic
High Priest so He might be the perfect Mediator; (8) He is
our holy High Priest so He might be the perfect Offerer; (9)
He is our presiding High Priest so He might be the perfect
Administrator; and (10) He is our rejected High Priest so He
might be the perfect Sufferer. Is He not sufficient for us?

The High Priest has made us priests!
Christ has not only sacrificed Himself and become our

High Priest, but has also made us priests! This He does by
two acts: (a) By cleaning us, and (b) by anointing us. By
cleansing us through His blood, and by anointing us with
the Spirit.

(a) By cleansing us
Rev 1:5b,6, “To Him who loved us and washed us from

our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and
priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion
forever and ever, Amen!” This passage is right in the
introduction of John the apostle in the Book of Revelation.
Now let’s move on to the portals of Heaven. 5:9,10, “They
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sang a new song saying: You have redeemed us to God by
Your blood ... and have made us kings and priests to our
God.” It’s by making us “righteous” through His blood that
He has made us priests before God. Here’s a prophetic
expectation in the Book of Psalms: “Let Your priests be
clothed with righteousness, and let Your saints shout for
joy” (132:9). Yes, all those who are justified by faith in Christ
are priests before God the Father. Shout for joy!

(b) By anointing us
When the 120 priests, with trumpets and cymbals and

instruments of music, in the Temple, praised the Lord,
saying, “For He is good, for His mercy endures forever,” the
house of the Lord was filled with a cloud. The glory of the
Lord filled the house of God (2 Chr 5:12-14). We know this
is symbolic of the 120 disciples who were filled with the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:15; 2:2-4). The
inauguration of the Temple in the Old Testament
foreshadows the birth of the Church in the New Testament.
The number “120” in both the instances cannot be
accidental.

Why has Christ made us priests?
It’s with a twofold purpose: (a) To offer up spiritual

sacrifices as a “spiritual house” (1 Pet 2:5); (b) To show
forth His praises as a “holy nation” (v9). One for “praise” to
ascend upward to God in the Church; the other for
“proclamation” of His mercies to the world. We normally
say “Praise and Worship.” It must be “Praise and Witness!”
Both the dimensions are equally important. Overstressing
of one at the cost of the other is detrimental to wholesome
growth. Let’s study in detail these two spiritual exercises —

(a) Offering up of Spiritual Sacrifices
The Old Testament prescribes ritual and ceremonial

sacrifices. The New Testament calls for spiritual sacrifices.
What are the spiritual sacrifices?

1. Sacrifice of Righteousness
Psa 4:5, “Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put

your trust in the Lord.” Following his sin confession David
tells God, “You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of
righteousness” (Psa 51:19). What does this mean? It’s
offering of our bodies. This is what we are told in Hebrews
10:5,10, “When Jesus came into the world, He said (to His
Father): Sacrifice and offering You do not desire, but a body
You have prepared for Me ... By that we will have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.” In line with this testimony, Apostle Paul calls
us in Romans 12:1, “I beseech you therefore, brothers, by
the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your rational
service.” Frequent self-examination followed by honest sin
confession is the practical step we must take. Nothing
should be allowed to defile our body which is purchased by
God with the blood of His Son. Only when we refuse to
yield our body to sin, we acknowledge the fact that our
body is not ours but God’s. God is immensely pleased with
this sacrifice of righteousness as against offerings without
repentance and restitution.

2. Sacrifice of Brokenness

King David’s Psalm of sin confession gives us many
profound spiritual lessons. One such is in verses 16 & 17
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of Psalm 51, “O Lord, You do not desire sacrifice, or else I
would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite
heart — these, O God, You will not despise.” Almost all the
Beatitudes are about brokenness (Mt 5:3-10). The opposites
are arrogance, haughtiness, pride and highmindedness.
Many times we become highminded about what we
accomplish in God’s work. Hear God’s challenge: Isa 66:1,2,
“Thus says the Lord: Heaven is My throne, and earth is My
footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And
where is the place of My rest? For all those things My hand
has made, and all those things exist, says the Lord. But on
this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and who trembles at My word.” When King Hezekiah’s
life was extended by God’s mercy, he promised Him, “I shall
walk carefully all my years in the bitterness of my soul” (Isa
38:15b). Brokenness is our willingness and yieldedness in
the hands of the Heavenly Potter!

Have Thine own way, Lord,
Have Thine own way;
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay;
Mould me and make me after Thy will
While I am waiting yielded and still!

3. Sacrifice of Praise
There are numerous passages in the Bible which teach

us that God delights when His people praise Him. He says,
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you; for the world is Mine,
and all its fullness. Will I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the
blood of goats? Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your
vows to the Most High” (Psa 50:12-14). David, in anticipation
of the victories God would grant him, sang, “Now my head

shall be lifted above my enemies all around me; therefore I
will offer sacrifices of joyous shouts in His tabernacle; I will
sing, yes, I will sing praises to the Lord” (27:6). The composer
of Psalm 116 makes a similar confession: “O Lord, truly I
am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your
maidservant; You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to You
the sacrifice of thanksgiving” (vv16,17). Through Prophet
Jeremiah God promised restoration to His people with these
words: “Thus says the Lord: Again there shall be heard in
this place ... the voice of joy and the voice of gladness ...
the voice of those who will say: Praise the Lord of hosts ...
and of those who will bring the sacrifice of praise into the
house of the Lord” (Jer 33:10,11). The writer of the Book of
Hebrews resonates the same call: “By Jesus let us
continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Heb 13:15).
Songleaders in our Churches and meetings must bear in
mind that praise and worship must be offered as a sacrifice
to God, and not presented as a performance to the people.
Our aim should be to exalt God, and not excite the gathering.

4. Sacrifice of Prayers
King David said to the Lord, “Let my prayer be set before

You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice” (Psa 141:2). Here’s a scene from Heaven: “The
four living creatures and the twentyfour elders fell down
before the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints” (Rev 5:8).
Intercession before God is the main ministry of priests. It’s
illustrated in Psalm 99:6, “Moses and Aaron were among
His priests, and Samuel was among those who called upon
His name; they called upon the Lord, and He answered
them.”
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Our dire need today is Revival and Restoration. We,
who are made as priests, are to engage ourselves in holy
intercession for this before God. Prophet Joel put this
specifically: “Gird yourselves and lament, you priests; wail,
you who minister before the altar; come, lie all night in
sackcloth, you who minister to my God” (Joel 1:13). Again
he says, “Let the priests, who minister to the Lord, weep
between the porch and the altar” (2:17). Why do we need
revival in the Church? There’s no solid food (1:16). There’s
no joy (1:16). There’s no outpouring of the Holy Spirit (1:20).
There’s no power to challenge the heathen (2:17b). The
results of revival would be satisfaction with rich food from
God’s Word (2:19), restoration of wasted years (2:25),
outpouring of God’s Spirit (2:23,28), and salvation of
millions (2:32). Meditate on the High Priestly prayer of Jesus
in John 17 to enrich your prayer life. (Pages 71 & 72)

5. Sacrifice of Blessings

It was God who promised Abraham and blessed him
with a son, Isaac. But it was He Himself who told Abraham,
“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you”
(Gen 22:2). Abraham understood this sacrifice of blessing
as a call to “worship!” See what he tells his servants: “Stay
here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and
worship, and we shall come back to you” (v5). What a
revelation! This is the place of first occurence of the word
“worship” in the English Bible! Abraham’s act of worship is
commended in the Hall of Fame of the Heroes of Faith with
a glowing testimony (Heb 11:17).

King David made a similar sacrifice. Here’s the Biblical
record: “David said with longing, Oh, that someone would
give me a drink of the water from the well of Bethlehem,
which is by the gate! So the three mighty men broke through
the camp of the Philistines, drew water from the well of
Bethlehem and brought it to David. Nevertheless he would
not drink it, but poured it out to the Lord” (2 Sam 23:15,16).

Both Abraham and David had understood the secret of
worshipping God with the sacrifice of the very blessings
received from Him. Jesus is introduced as the “Son of
Abraham” and the “Son of David” in the very first verse of
the New Testament (Mt 1:1). Not without reason! Can you
name one of God’s precious blessings that you have offered
as a sacrifice to Him recently? Has this become a forgotten
practice? Isn’t it more blessed to give than to receive?

6. Sacrifice of Charity
What the Church needs today is not more of religiosity

but charity. The Government of India is stopping the inflow
of overseas funds for Christian charitable organisations. I
believe that God’s hand is behind this. He expects the Indian
Church to rise up to the occasion. Too long the Indian
Church has been at the receiving end. There must be a
challenging sermon on Charity atleast on one of the Sundays
each month. Christianity is Charity!

We hardly realize that Charity is a sacrifice unto God.
It’s easy to be overoccupied with praise and worship ignoring
Lazarus the beggar at our doorstep. Here comes a warning
in Hebrews 13:16. After exhorting in verse 15 to offer the
“sacrifice of praise,” the 16th verse begins with “But!” “But
do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices
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God is well-pleased.” When we tithe to God’s work, it’s
“giving” to Him; but when we help the poor, it’s “lending” to
God (Prov 19:17). Supporting the poor and needy servants
of God is “a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice,
well-pleasing to God” (Phil 4:16-18).

7. Sacrifice of Life
This is pouring out of ourselves for the blessing of others.

Apostle Paul stands as a tall example for this. He wrote
from prison to the Philippian believers, “If I am being poured
out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all” (Phil 2:17). He
wrote to the Corinthian Christians, “I will very gladly spend
and be spent for your souls; though the more abundantly I
love you, the less I am loved” (2 Cor 12:15). He testified to
Timothy, “I am already being poured out as a drink offering,
and the time of my departure is at hand” (2 Tim 4:6). Each
of us must be able to testify like this when we come to the
evening of our life. God may call some of us to die as martyrs.
The age of martyrdom is not over yet. Who talks about
martyrdom in “discipleship” training programmes? Do we
know that 11 out of the 12 “disciples” of Jesus died as
martyrs? Read the biographies of martyrs in Church history
and be ready to “give your neck,” even as a family, for the
cause of the Kingdom of God (Rom 16:3,4).

Here’s an immortal hymn from Frances Ridley Havergal
(1836-1879) —

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

(b) Proclamation of God’s praises
The first of the two purposes for which God has made

us priests is that we may “offer up” spiritual sacrifices to
Him (1 Pet 2:5). The second reason is that we may “show
forth” God’s mercies to those who are still in spiritual
darkness (v9).

God says, “This people I have formed for Myself; they
shall declare My praise” (Isa 43:21). We the people of God
are made priests so we may become a blessing to the whole
world. God sent a message to the people of Israel through
Moses from Mount Sinai like this: “If you will indeed obey
My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a special
treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine.
And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation” (Ex 19:5,6). God’s perfect will expressed to His
people under the Old Covenant is totally fulfilled in us in
the New Testament. In another passage God told His people,
“You shall be named the Priests of the Lord; men shall call
you the Servants of our God. You shall eat the riches of the
Gentiles, and in their glory you shall boast” (Isa 61:6). This
is a prophecy concerning the proclamation of the Good News
of Salvation by the New Testament believers who are made
priests.

Just like the priests of the Old Testament, who stood
between God and men, we are “ambassadors” for Christ. 2
Cor 5:20, “We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf,
Be reconciled to God.” As priests we are ministers of
reconciliation (v18).
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Teaching and counselling people is part and parcel of
our priestly ministry. The following texts prove this point.
Mal 2:7, “The lips of a priest should keep knowledge, and
people should seek the Law from his mouth; for he is the
messenger of the Lord of hosts.” Ezek 44:23, “The priests
shall teach My people the difference between the holy and
unholy, and cause them to discern between the unclean
and the clean.” We have two classic examples for this. One
is Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses. He was the priest of
Median. He told Moses, “Listen now to my voice; I will give
you counsel and God will be with you” (Ex 3:1; 18:17,19,21).
We know how Jethro’s advice was such a relief for Moses.
The other example is Jehoiada. “King Jehoash did what
was right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which
Jehoiada the priest instructed him” (2 Ki 12:2). The main
cause of backsliding of the people of Israel was that “for a
long time they have been without the true God, without a
teaching priest, and without law” (2 Chr 15:3).

If we are to fulfil our priestly calling, we must saturate
ourselves with God’s Word. I call upon every believer to
increase the time he spends daily with the Bible. We have
plenty of Study Bibles to understand the background of
each of the 66 Books of the Bible. The cross-references and
marginal and footnotes help us understand the context
better. What’s necessary is a disciplined mind. Even a
seminary training is not a substitute for the personal
systematic study of the Scriptures. When our hearts are
filled with God’s Word, what we speak from the pulpit or
share with individuals will reflect the mind of God (Col 3:16).
Jesus said, “A good man out of the good treasure of his
heart brings forth good ... For out of the abundance of the
heart his mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45).

Priesthood of all believers
To start with, the priesthood was confined to one family,

that’s the family of Aaron. Then it was extended to the tribe
of Levi. As we move further, in the New Testament, the
priesthood is bestowed on all the believers in Jesus Christ.
From family priesthood to tribal priesthood, and then to
Church priesthood. Unless we understand this expansion
and all-inclusion we cannot experience the blessings of the
New Covenant in full. This is one of the crucial Reformation
truths which unfortunately is largely on paper than in
practice.

When the veil of the Temple tore from top to bottom,
the distinction between priests and non-priests was
removed. Jesus Christ is the High Priest and all those who
believe on Him are priests. There are no non-priests in the
Church today. We can go straight to the Throne of Grace
any time with holy boldness (Heb 4:14-16). Because Jesus
our Forerunner has entered the “Presence behind the veil,”
we can go there with the “hope” which is the “anchor” of
the soul. Let us not oscillate because this hope is “both
sure and steadfast” (6:19,20). When the veil tore, the
officiating earthly high priest then would have stitched it!
This is a picture of putting the believer back into the Law.
How unscriptural are the practices in many of our Churches
today!

It’s on the basis of this truth of the priesthood of all
believers, Jesus has taught us not to be like the Scribes
and Pharisees. He told His disciples, “The Scribes and
Pharisees love to be called, Rabbi, Rabbi. But you, do not
be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and
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you are all brothers” (Mt 23:1-8). The clergy-laity divide is
anti-Biblical. But there’s a craze for clerical titles, even
among the enlightened Pentecostals. In the New Testament
we have no “titles,” but only “functions” (Eph 4:11). Each
Christian is an organ in the Body of Christ and he must
function according to his calling and gifting (1 Cor 12:7-
12; Eph 4:16). Last year (2017) we celebrated the 500th
Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation of 1517. Instead
of going still forward we have gone backwards. God, save
us!

 No special dresses

There’s no place for priestly garments today. Jesus wore
no special dress, and that’s why someone had to show Him
to the captors. The outfit today for all believers is the Robe
of Righteousness, Garment of Praise, Oil of Gladness, Shoes
of the Gospel and all the Armour of God. Because of the
lack of teaching in this area, most of the members in our
Churches are either unemployed or underemployed in
Church life! But when this New Testament truth is restored,
the whole Church will carry the whole Gospel to the whole
World! Unless the clergy-laity divide is abolished, national
and international Consultations on worldwide evangeli-
sation will end up as excursions only. Let’s end this
apartheid in the Church!

 No special places

Even though it was not God’s “perfect” will for David or
Solomon to build a Temple, He “permitted” the building of
it. The people in the Old Testament times were to offer
sacrifices to God at specified places only (Dt 12:13). There
was so much of ceremonialism around it. But under the
New Covenant, God does not sanctify places or objects. He

sanctifies people only. Jesus explained this dispensational
change clearly to the Samaritan woman. Read this passage
carefully: John 4:20-24, Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe
Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father ... But
the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshippers
will worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father
is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.”
Because God is “Spirit,” and not a substance, He cannot
be localized! Worship of God is no more to be ceremonial
but purely spiritual.

Stephen the first martyr reiterated the above truth. In
his defence speech he boldly said, “The most High does not
dwell in temples made with hands” (Acts 7:47-50). Apostle
Paul thundered the same truth from the Mar’s Hill, “God,
who made the world and everything in it, does not dwell in
temples made with hands” (17:24). Jesus is there wherever
two or three gather in His name. Altars and bowing before
the Cross or the Crucifix are all relics of Roman Catholicism.
Roman Catholicism has not come out of many Protestants
though they have come out of Roman Catholicism. This is
like Egypt which did not come out of many who came out
of Egypt (Num 11:5).

 No special titles

Earlier we saw on page 68 that the New Testament
ministers are not to be known by titles but only functions.
Then what about the leaders of the New Testament
Churches? There are mainly two categories: Elders and
Deacons. The other name for “elders” is “bishops,” “pastors”
and “shepherds.” These various names refer to one and the
same office. These names are used interchangeably (Acts
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14:23; 20:17,28; Tit 1:5; 1 Pet 5:1-3). Elders or Pastors are
spiritual leaders, whereas Deacons manage business
matters. Until we return to this New Testament simplicity,
the confusions in our Church structures will continue.

There is a question about various denominations: Does
not God pour out His Spirit on the people of all
denominations? Yes and yes! As we are living in the last
minutes of the last days, or the end of endtime, we can
definitely expect a greater outpouring than ever. But “new
wine” must be kept in “new bottles” and not the old ones
(Mt 9:14-17). The bottles must soon be changed; otherwise
the loss will be double! When we turn to Christ, the veil of
the Old Covenant is taken away. Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. When we become a new creation in
Christ, old things pass away; all things become new! (2 Cor
3:14-17; 5:17).

High Priestly Prayer of Jesus
John 17

 1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up
His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father,
the hour has come. Glorify Your Son,
that Your Son also may glorify You,
2 as You have given Him authority over
all flesh, that He should give eternal life
to as many as You have given Him.
3 And this is eternal life, that they may
know You, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
4 I have glorified You on the earth. I
have finished the work which You have
given Me to do.

5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together
with Yourself, with the glory which I had
with You before the world was.
6  I have manifested Your name to the
men whom You have given Me out of
the world. They were Yours, You gave
them to Me, and they have kept Your
word.
7 Now they have known that all things
which You have given Me are from You.
8 For I have given to them the words
which You have given Me; and they
have received them, and have known

surely that I came forth from You; and
they have believed that You sent Me.
9  I pray for them. I do not pray for the
world but for those whom You have
given Me, for they are Yours.
10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours
are Mine, and I am glorified in them.
11 Now I am no longer in the world, but
these are in the world, and I come to
You. Holy Father, keep through Your
name those whom You have given Me,
that they may be one as We are.
12 While I was with them in the world, I
kept them in Your name. Those whom
You gave Me I have kept; and none of
them is lost except the son of perdition,
that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
13 But now I come to You, and these
things I speak in the world, that they
may have My joy fulfilled in themselves.
14 I have given them Your word; and
the world has hated them because they
are not of the world, just as I am not of
the world.
15 I do not pray that You should take
them out of the world, but that You
should keep them from the evil one.
16 They are not of the world, just as I
am not of the world.
17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your
word is truth.
18 As You sent Me into the world, I also

have sent them into the world.
19  And for their sakes I sanctify Myself,
that they also may be sanctified by the
truth.
20  I do not pray for these alone, but
also for those who will believe in Me
through their word;
21 that they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they
also may be one in Us, that the world
may believe that You sent Me.
22 And the glory which You gave Me I
have given them, that they may be one
just as We are one:
23  I in them, and You in Me; that they
may be made perfect in one, and that
the world may know that You have sent
Me, and have loved them as You have
loved Me.
24  Father, I desire that they also whom
You gave Me may be with Me where I
am, that they may behold My glory
which You have given Me; for You loved
Me before the foundation of the world.
25 O righteous Father! The world has
not known You, but I have known You;
and these have known that You sent
Me.
26 And I have declared to them Your
name, and will declare it, that the love
with which You loved Me may be in
them, and I in them.”



73 74

4
Kings

4
Kings The threefold office of Jesus is seen all over the

Scriptures. God is called the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Abraham was the first
“prophet” called so in the Bible; Isaac, as a type of Christ,
speaks of sacrifice which is offered by the “priest;” Jacob
was renamed as Israel, meaning “prince” (= king).

We can divide the New Testament into three sections:
Gospels, Acts & Epistles, and Revelation. In the Gospels
we meet Christ as the “Prophet,” preaching TO the people.
In Acts and the Epistles, He is the High “Priest” interceding
FOR the people. In the Book of Revelation He is reigning
OVER the people as the “King” of kings.

One of our favourite texts in the New Testament is
Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever.” He was the “Prophet” yesterday. He is the
High “Priest” today. He will be the “King” forever. In
Revelation 1:8, He introduces Himself as the One who was,
who is, and who is to come. He was a “Prophet.” He is the
High “Priest.” He is the “King” to come. Jesus is the Omega
of the Old Testament, and the Alpha of the New Testament!

Psalm 133 portrays these three offices of Jesus. “Aaron”
was a “priest.” The “dew” speaks of the word of the “prophet.”

“The Lord God Omnipotent reigns!”
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The “command” is from the “King.” The ointment flows from
Christ the Head to the garments which represent His Body
the Church.

As a prophet, Jesus frees us from ignorance. As a priest,
He frees us from iniquity. As a king, He frees us from
intimidation. He is a complete minister. (1) As a prophet,
He “tells” us ALL things. The Samaritan woman said, “I
know that Messiah (the anointed One who is called Christ)
is coming. When He comes, He will tell us all things” (Jn
4:25). Jesus told His disciples, “All things that I heard from
My Father I have made known to you” (15:15). (2) As a
priest, He “forgives” us ALL our sins. “The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin ... If we confess our
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn 1:7,9). (3) As a
king, He “defeats” ALL enemies. “He will put an end to all
rule and all authority and power. He will reign till He has
put all enemies under His feet” (1 Cor 15:24,25). Truly,
Jesus is sufficient!

Jesus the King
In the previous two chapters we studied the first two

offices of Jesus, namely, Prophet and Priest. Now we will
move on to look at His third office: King. The Old Testament
abounds with prophecies of the kingship of Jesus. Here
are some of them —

 Gen 17:6, “I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you.” This is God’s covenantal promise to
Abraham when he was ninetynine years old. We know that
Jesus came in the lineage of Abraham as the “Son of
Abraham.”

 Gen 49:10, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh (Lord of
Peace) comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the
people.” These are the last words of Jacob. Jesus is the
Lion of Judah. The lion is the “king” of animals.

 Num 24:17,19, “A star shall come out of Jacob; a
scepter shall rise out of Israel ... Out of Jacob One shall
have dominion.” These words are from the third prophecy
of Balaam.

 1 Sam 2:10b, “The Lord will give strength to His king,
and exalt the horn of His anointed.” This is from the prayer
of Hannah.

 2 Sam 7:16, “Your house and your kingdom shall be
established forever before you. Your throne shall be
established forever.” This is the covenant God made with
David. The everlasting Kingdom of Christ is foretold here
as He was to come as the Son of David.

 Psa 2:6-8, “I have set My King on My holy hill of
Zion. I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to Me,
You are My Son. Today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and
I will give You the nations for Your inheritance.” These are
the words of the Father God to the Son in the first Messianic
Psalm.

 Psa 45:1,6,7, “My heart is overflowing with a good
theme: I recite my composition concerning the King; my
tongue is the pen of a ready writer ... Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter
of Your Kingdom. You love righteousness and hate
wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
with the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” This
direct prophecy about Christ is quoted in Hebrews 1:8.
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 Isa 9:6,7, “Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And
His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne
of David and over His Kingdom.” Both in the cradle and on
the Cross, Christ was called the King!

 Jer 23:5, “Behold, the days are coming, says the
Lord, that I will raise to David a branch of righteousness; a
King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and
righteousness in the earth.” The Millennial Reign of Christ
on earth is predicted here.

 Ezek 21:27, “Overthrown, overthrown, I will make it
overthrown! It shall be no longer, until He comes whose
right it is. And I will give it to Him.” How Christ would defeat
all His enemies and establish His Kingdom is foretold in
this passage.

 Dan 9:25,26, “”Messiah the Prince ... Messiah shall
be cut off ...” The crucifixion of Christ and His exaltation
are prophesied here.

 Mic 5:2, “You, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, though you
are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you
shall come forth to Me the One to be ruler in Israel, whose
going forth have been from of old from everlasting.” The
insignificance of the place of Christ’s birth does not matter.
He is always King!

 Zech 9:9, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout,
O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to
you; He is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, a colt, the foul of a donkey.” This was fulfilled in
the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem.

The King of kings has made us kings.
On the basis of the prophecies quoted above from the

Old Testament and their fulfilment in the New, we have no
problem to accept that Christ is King. But the truth that
needs to be stated here is that He has made us also “kings!”
Here are some sample Scripture passages to prove this —

 1 Pet 2:9, “You are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people.”

 Rev 1:6, “Jesus Christ has made us kings and priests
to His God the Father.”

 1 Sam 2:8, “The Lord raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the beggar from the ash heap, to set them among
princes and make them inherit the throne of glory.”

 Psa 47:1-3, “Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!
Shout to God with the voice of triumph! For the Lord Most
High is awesome; He is a great king over all the earth. He
will subdue the people under us, and the nations under
our feet.” We are already seated together with Christ in the
heavenly places (Eph 2:6).

What is the “Kingdom?”
The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven are

interchangeably used even though theologians argue for a
difference (Mt 4:17; Mk 1:15). Whatever may be the case,
the characteristics of both are the same. For the average
Christian understanding we will use the simple word,
“Kingdom.” The Kingdom has two aspects: Present and
Future. (1) The present Kingdom is “spiritual.” Two classic
references for this are what Jesus said in Luke 17:21 and
what Paul wrote in Romans 14:17. “Indeed, the Kingdom
of God is within you.” “The Kingdom of God is not food and



79 80

drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit.” (2) The future Kingdom is “literal.” This again has
two parts: Millennial Kingdom and Eternal Kingdom. The
rule in the Millennial Kingdom will be by Christ (1 Cor
15:25,26). The rule in the Eternal Kingdom will be by God
the Father (vv24,27,28). What I have written in this
paragraph can be represented by the following diagram—

For some Bible Scholars this may appear too simplistic,
but for me this is good enough for my present life as a
preparation for the future!

What is life in the Kingdom today?
Having seen that there is a present as well as a future

aspect of the Kingdom, let’s study what practical life in the
Kingdom today is —

1. Life of Obedience

We cannot be the citizens of a kingdom without
subjecting to its king. Referring to the coming of the Lord
of Peace, Jacob said in his last speech, “The scepter shall

not depart from Judah ... until Shiloh comes; and to Him
shall be the obedience of the people” (Gen 49:10). Saul the
first king in Israel was rejected because of disobedience.
He tried to substitute offerings and sacrifices for obedience.
Prophet Samuel told on his face, “Because you have rejected
the Word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being
king” (1 Sam 15:22,23). Jesus challenged His disciples,
“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do the things
which I say?” (Lk 6:46). Prophet Malachi challenged the
people of God, asking them, “If I am the Father, where is
My honour?” (Mal 1:6). This reverential obedience results
in practical righteousness which characterises the
Kingdom. When Jesus wanted to be baptized in obedience
to His Father’s command, He said, “Thus it is fitting for us
to fulfil all righteousness” (Mt 3:15). We must keep on
searching the Bible all our life to see if there’s any of God’s
commandments we have left out. This was the practice of
the Cricketer-turned-Missionary, C.T. Studd (1862-1931),
until he died.

2. Life of Victory

The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan are
always on collision. This conflict began with the fall of
Lucifer and it will continue until the Battle of Armageddon
(Rev 16:14-16). But God’s people can always claim and
experience victory in the Name of the Lord. It’s because He
who is in us is greater than he who is in the world (1 Jn
4:4). Our confession and prayer before God always should
be, “You are my King, O God; command victories for Jacob
(Your people) ... In God we boast all day long, and praise
Your name forever” (Psa 44:4,8).

Kingdom
(Two aspects)

Present
(spiritual)
Lk 17:21;

Rom 14:17

Future
(literal)

Millennial
(by Christ)

1 Cor 15:25,26

Eternal
(by God the Father)
1 Cor 15:24,27,28
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A king always has an enemy. Satan is the enemy of
God and His people. We must not underestimate the enemy.
Jesus calls Satan as the “Prince of the world” thrice in the
Gospel of John, and in each instance He gives us the way
of victory —

(a) John 12:31, “Now is the judgment of this world;
now the ruler of this world will be cast out.” Immediately
after saying this, Jesus refers to His death on the Cross:
“And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people
to Myself” (v32). Yes, overcoming Satan is by the Blood of
Jesus. This is what we read in Rev 12:10,11, “The accuser
of our brothers, who accused them before God day and
night, is cast down. And they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” Remember
the blood of Christ everytime the devil brings you under
guilt by reminding you of your sins and failures. Christ
was “wounded, bruised and chastised” for our sins when
He carried them on the Cross (Isa 53:5). There’s no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1).

(b) John 14:30, “I will no longer talk much with you,
for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in
Me.” In the very next verse Jesus says, “But that the world
may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave
Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here” (v31).
To overcome Satan, Jesus prescribes here the “love of the
Father.” That is, we must stay conscious of the love of the
Father that’s “poured out” in our hearts (Rom 5:5). This
fullness will leave no room for Satan. Jesus said that the
ruler of this world has “nothing” in Him! The “love of the
Father” and the “love of the world” are competitors (1 Jn
2:15,16).

(c) John 16:8-11, “When the Helper has come, He will
convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment ... of judgment because the ruler of this world is
judged.” Jesus prescribes here the power of the Holy Spirit,
the Second Comforter, to overcome Satan (v7). The
indwelling Holy Spirit gives us the power to say no to the
temptations of Satan (Rom 8:12,13). The Holy Spirit will
protect us with jealousy lest we flirt with the world (Js
4:4,5).

Thus the Kingdom Life is a Life of Victory through (a)
the Blood of Christ, (b) the love of the Father, and (c) the
Power of the Holy Spirit. What an encouragement to know
that all the three Persons of Godhead help us to overcome
the enemy!

3. Life of Joy
To His Son the Father God says, “Your throne, O God,

is forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter
of Your Kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated
lawlessness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
with the oil of gladness more than Your companions”
(Heb 1:8,9). A rapturous worship in Heaven followed
when it was announced, “The kingdoms of this world
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ”
(Rev 11:15-18).

Sin is number one joy-killer, but there will be shouts
of joy in the tent of the righteous (Psa 118:15). The Psalmist
calls us, saying, “Let the children of Zion be joyful in their
King. Let them praise His name with the dance; let them
sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp” (Psa
149:2,3). Understanding of the glory of the Kingdom of God
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is the secret of restoring joyful worship. That’s why those
who are not born again can never worship God in spirit
(Jn 3:3,5). The “robe of righteousness” and the “garments
of salvation and of praise” go together (Isa 61:10,3).

The Kingdom of God is “joy in the Holy Spirit,” because
there’s no legalism (Rom 14:17,6). Even though the
Israelites came out of Egypt, Egypt did not easily come out
of them. In the same way, though we are living under the
New Covenant, the legalism and the ritualism of the Old
Covenant have not come out of most of us. We must realize
that we are no more under the yoke of the Law of Moses
but under the Kingship of the Lord Jesus. This new
dispensation is the day the Lord has made for us in which
let’s be glad and rejoice (Psa 118:22-24).

4. Life of Meekness

Kings usually ride on horses, but our King comes on a
donkey. Kings are known for their loftiness, but our King
is lowly. What Prophet Zechariah spoke was fulfilled on
the Palm Sunday: “Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your
King is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey” (Zech
9:9; Mt 21:4,5). The same truth is contained in the
composition of the Song of Love by the Psalmist: Psa
45:1,2,4, “I recite my composition con-cerning the King ...
Grace is poured upon Your lips ... In Your majesty ride
prosperously because of truth, humility, and right-
eousness.”

The Sermon on the Mount is usually called the Magna
Carta of the Kingdom. The very first statement of Jesus in
this sermon was: “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs

is the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 5:3). To settle a rivalry among
His disciples, Jesus brought a little child before them and
said, “Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the
greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 18:4).

Jesus called His disciples as a “little flock,” because
they were not aristocrats but simple people in the society.
He told them, “Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the Kingdom” (Lk 12:32).
Immediately after making this promise, Jesus admonished
them to give “alms” sacrificially to the “poor” (v33). Does it
not remind us of what Apostle James has observed in his
Epistle? “Listen, my beloved brothers: Has not God chosen
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
Kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?” (Js
2:5). Associating and identifying ourselves with the weaker
sections of the society helps us maintain a spirit of
meekness instead of haughtiness (Rom 12:16).

(Read the Chapter, “Old Path of Simplicity,” in my book,
Old Paths, and the Chapter, “Footsteps of Poorness,” in my
book, Jesus’ Footsteps.)

5. Life of Proclamation

An outstanding passage on evangelism in the Old
Testament is Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things,
who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, Your God
reigns!” Apostle Paul quotes this text when he was throwing
questions of missionary challenge (Rom 10:14,15).
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Many of us are paralysed in evangelism because of
intimidation from the society around us. In a country like
India we Christians suffer from a minority complex. In the
first advent Jesus came as a Saviour. In the second He
would come as a King. Here comes the call to the Church:
“Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you
everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in!”
(Psa 24:7). Our evangelistic endeavours must be aggressive
and accelerated as we approach Christ’s Return. Here are
three reasons why we must never slacken soulwinning and
evangelism. We have —

a) Royal Authority

It was following Isaiah’s vision of “the Lord sitting on a
Throne,” and his confession, “My eyes have seen the King,”
he received the missionary call: “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us.” (Isa 6:1,5,8). Jesus commissioned His
disciples for worldwide evangelism, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore!”
(Mt 28:18). Before exhorting Timothy to “preach the Word”
and to “do the work of an evangelist,” Apostle Paul said to
him, “I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing
and His Kingdom” (2 Tim 4:1,2,5).

b) Royal message

The very first message of Jesus was the “Gospel of the
Kingdom of God” (Mk 1:14). He preached, “The time is
fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God has drawn near. Repent
and believe the Gospel” (v15). What He spoke during the
forty days after resurrection was also “things pertaining to
the Kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). When He sent out the twelve

disciples, He commissioned them, saying, “As you go,
preach, saying, The Kingdom of heaven has drawn near”
(Mt 10:7).

After Jesus ascended, the message of the early Church
was mainly about the Kingdom of God. Evangelist Philip
preached “the things concerning the Kingdom of God and
the Name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 8:12). Apostle Paul’s
message was the same. To the Ephesian elders he said,
“Now I know that you all, among whom I have gone
preaching the Kingdom of God, will see my face no more”
(20:25). Even during his final house arrest of two years in
Rome, “he received all who came to him, preaching the
Kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern
the Lord Jesus Christ” (28:30,31). How many evangelistic
sermons we hear today with no reference to the Kingdom
of God! It’s like eating orange after squeezing out the juice!
It’s like the “vegetable” egg which will not hatch! Does this
not explain the reason for our barrenness?

Thousands of years ago Psalmist David, in one of his
Psalms of Praise, said, “My God, O King, all Your works
shall bless You, O Lord, and Your saints shall bless You.
They shall speak of the glory of Your Kingdom, and talk of
your power, to make known to the sons of men His Kingdom.
Your Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom” (Psa 145:10-13).
The main accusation against Paul and Silas in Thessalonica
was that they were preaching, “There is another King —
Jesus” (Acts 17:6,7). The apostles did not disrespect Caesar
the king, but they declared who the King of kings was!
Apostle John was banished to the barren Island of Patmos
just because of his relentless testimony for the “Kingdom”
of Jesus Christ (Rev 1:9).
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Repentance of a sinner is to renounce the old rule of
Satan in his life and return to the lordship and kingship of
Christ. Personal salvation is explained in Colossians
1:13,14, “The Father has delivered us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of the Son
of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins.” Is this what we make people to
understand when we lead them to Christ? I doubt! A
defective seed will not yield desired fruit. I am afraid we
spend too much time explaining to the soulwinners the
“methods” of evangelism without elucidating the “message.”
Dear friend, with the help of a Concordance, go through all
the references for the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of
Heaven in your Bible. You’ll be thrilled and challenged!

c) Royal Power

A skinny traffic policeman is able to stop a high-
speeding automobile. What the automobile has is “power,”
but what the policeman has is “authority.” We not only
have royal authority, as we saw earlier, we also have royal
power. When the Pharisees accused Jesus that He was
casting out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of demons,
Jesus defended Himself, saying, “If I cast out demons by
the Spirit of God, surely the Kingdom of God has come upon
you” (Mt 12:28). It is this power that Jesus gave His
disciples over unclean spirits when He sent them forth to
preach, “The Kingdom of heaven has drawn near” (Mt
10:1,7; Lk 10:8,9).

In the ministry of Jesus, “preaching the gospel of the
Kingdom” and “healing the sick” went together (Mt 4:23;
9:35). That was the manifestation of the “power” of the

Kingdom of God. Apostle Peter stated it clearly when he
was addressing the familyfolk and friends of Cornelius:
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power, who went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him”
(Acts 10:38).

How do you know whether you have this power or not?
The taste of the pudding is in the eating! Go to the demon-
possessed and command the evil spirits to leave them in
the Name of Jesus. Visit the sick who live in backward
areas where there’s no medical facility. Demon-possessed
people are many in backward villages and tribal areas where
superstitious beliefs abound. Jesus left Nazareth for
Naphtali so people sitting in “darkness and shadow of
death” might see the light (Mt 4:13-16). Nazareth was a
Jewish town with a synagogue, whereas Naphtali was
populated by Gentiles. Our evangelistic programmes are
mostly among the Gospel-hardened Christians only (Rom
10:20,21). That’s why we don’t witness large-scale
manifestation of God’s miracle power. Many of those who
come to our healing campaigns are under regular medical
care! Go to the uncivilized and underprivileged sections of
the society. The anointing on Jesus for His messiahhood
was chiefly to preach the Gospel to the “poor” (Lk 4:18;
7:19-22).

6. Life of Suffering
There’s no victory without war; and there’s no war

without wounds! There are many Christian groups who
claim that they are preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom.
But if it excludes suffering, it’s another gospel. The words
of Jesus to His disciples towards the end of His earthly
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ministry are to be taken seriously: Lk 22:28-30, “You are
those who have continued with Me in My trials. And I bestow
upon you a Kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon
Me, that you may eat and drink at My table in My Kingdom,
and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”
Table and thrones in exchange for trials and tribulations!
The Apostles did not sugarcoat their message. While
strengthening the new believers, they said, “We must
through many tribulations enter the Kingdom of God”
(Acts 14:21,22).

In their writings also, the Apostles reminded the
believers that there is no Kingdom life without suffering.
They told them that the persecutions and afflictions that
they endure make them “worthy of the Kingdom of God” (2
Thess 1:4,5). To Timothy Apostle Paul wrote, “If we endure,
we shall also reign with Christ” (2 Tim 2:10,12). We are
quite familiar with Hebrews 12:2, “Jesus endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.”  The Cross-less Christianity is strange
to the Kingdom of God. Apostle John in his introductory
lines to the Book of Revelation brings in together
“tribulation, Kingdom and patience” (Rev 1:9). The pulpit
clothes those days in our Churches used to have an
embroided slogan: “Bear the Cross; Wear the Crown!” These
are outdated now! Without the “fellowship of suffering,”
there’s no experiencing of the “power of resurrection” (Phil
3:10).

Final Victory
“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I

make Your enemies Your footstool.” This statement

concerning the final victory is in a prophetical book (Psa
110:1), in two history books (Mt 22:44; Acts 2:35), and in
a doctrinal book (Heb 1:13). Hence this truth cannot be
overemphasized. Apostle Paul summarises the final victory
in 1 Cor 15:24-28, “Then comes the end, when Christ
delivers the Kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an
end to all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will
be destroyed is death. For ‘He has put all things under His
feet.’ But when He says ‘all things are put under Him,’ it is
evident that He who put all things under Christ is excepted.
Now when all things are made subject to the Father, then
the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all
things under Him, that GOD MAY BE ALL IN ALL!” Amen!



All hail the power of Jesus’ Name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all!

Let every kindred, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all!

O that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall,
Join in the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all!

— Edward Perroner, 1726-1792,
& John Rippon, 1751-1836
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What the Church needs today ...
(A heartcry)

1
NOT more of committee meetings,

BUT prayer meetings!
2

NOT more of organizers,
BUT agonizers on knees!

3
NOT more of supporters,

BUT soulwinners!
4

NOT more of managers and administrators,
BUT leaders!

5
NOT more of missiologists,

BUT missionaries!
6

NOT more of money,
BUT labourers!

7
NOT more of planning,

BUT waiting before God!
8

NOT more of sermons,
BUT messages from God!

9
NOT more of seminaries,
BUT on-the-job training!

10
NOT more of orphanages,

BUT families to adopt the fatherless!

11
NOT more of funds,

BUT sacrifice!

12
NOT more of functions,

BUT tears!

13
NOT more of ordained clergy,

BUT anointed prophets!

14
NOT more of properties,

BUT spiritual power!

15
NOT more of buildings,

BUT neighbourhood evangelism!

16
NOT more of project managers,

BUT good Samaritans!

17
NOT more of givers to missions,

BUT intercessors!

18
NOT more of sermon-tasters,

BUT Bible practitioners!

19
NOT more of words,

BUT acts!

20
NOT more of discussion,

BUT direction from Above!
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21
NOT more of excitement,

BUT revival!

22
NOT more of brilliant minds,

BUT obedient hearts!

23
NOT more of modern techniques,
BUT the old paths of the Bible!

24
NOT more of equipments,

BUT enduement from on High!

25
NOT more of devotees,

BUT disciples!

26
NOT more of feasts,

BUT fasts!

27
NOT more of religiosity,

BUT charity!

28
NOT more of receiving blessing,

BUT being a blessing!

29
NOT more of administrative changes,

BUT personal transformation!

30
NOT more of talents and skills,

BUT gifts of the Holy Spirit!

31
NOT more of healing campaigns,

BUT holiness conferences!

32
NOT more of diplomacy,

BUT genuine love!

33
NOT more of professional counsellors,

BUT wounded healers!

34
NOT more of missionary sponsors,

BUT missionary parents!

35
NOT more of skilled hands,

BUT sincere hearts!

36
NOT more of fluent speakers,

BUT faithful workers!

37
NOT more of migrants to America,

BUT missionaries to Africa!

38
NOT more of English Bible versions,

BUT pioneer Bible translations!

39
NOT more of theologians,

BUT godly men and women!

40
NOT more of Christmas celebration,

BUT preparation for the Second Coming!
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