
©2020 UPCI. All Rights Reserved 1www.link247.org

Big Idea — God gave Samson superhuman strength, and yet Samson had a super weakness: his character. 
In this series we will discover that ability without character is a recipe for destruction, but godly character is 
the foundation for doing exploits.  

• Week 1 — Oh, the Places You’ll Go
Our character is often molded by our surroundings. Samson consistently placed himself in 
locations and situations that challenged his commitment to God. We must position ourselves in 
an environment that contributes to godly character development. 

• Week 2 — Relationship Goals
Relationships have a major impact on our character. This lesson explores how the people Samson 
associated with pushed him away from his calling and how we should build relationships that help 
us pursue God’s purpose for our lives.

• Week 3 — Decisions, Decisions 
Samson did not waste his life overnight, but by one choice at a time. In this lesson we will learn 
from Samson how decision making is crucial to developing or destroying our character.

• Week 4 — Cause and Effect
After years of wrong places, people, and choices, Samson’s life had reached its conclusion. The 
Lord’s hand was on Samson until his last breath, but his lack of character cost him greatly. In this 
lesson we will learn that when we choose a behavior, we choose a consequence.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.
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Series Big Idea
God gave Samson superhuman strength, and yet Samson had a super weakness: his character. 
In this series we will discover that ability without character is a recipe for destruction, but 
godly character is the foundation for doing exploits.  

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Judges 13:24–25

BOTTOM LINE
Our character is often molded by our 
surroundings. Samson consistently 
placed himself in locations and situations 
that challenged his commitment to 
God. We must position ourselves in an 
environment that contributes to godly 
character development.
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WEEK 1 — Oh, the Places  
You’ll Go
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Where in the World? 
Option 2 — Interactive Questions
Option 3 — Share Your Story

A. The Book of Judges
B. The Judges
C. Introduction to Samson
D. Nazarite Vow

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. Location, Location, Location
B. Between Zorah and Eshtaol
C. Up or Down
D. Going to Gaza
E. Studying Our Surroundings

Option 1 — Take Home
Option 2 — Prayer and Sharing
Option 3 — The Postscript

4. ARRIVE
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LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Where in the World?
A.  Search the internet for five to eight recognizable places in the world that have historical 

significance (e.g., Machu Picchu, Great Pyramid, Roman Colosseum, Pompei, Taj Mahal).
B.  Save one image per place. Display each image on a projector or print off each image to show 

the group. 
C.  Research and briefly explain why each place is significant.
D.  The point: All these places are notable and visited by multitudes of tourists each year. Why? 

Because something significant happened at each location. 
E. In our lives we have places where significant and impactful things happened—most major 

events in our lives are tied to a physical place. 

Option 2 — Interactive Questions
A.  What does the term consecrated mean?
B. Why do you think the Lord wants us to live consecrated or separate lives?
C.  Read I Peter 1:15–16. 
D. What do you think these verses mean?
E. What are things you can do to live a consecrated life?

Option 3 — Share Your Story
A.  Ask for volunteers to share a personal testimony of a place where God impacted their lives. This 

could have been at a camp, during a local church service, at home, or in another place where 
God spoke to them and changed their lives. 

B.  Ask them to share where it was, who they were with (if anyone), and what happened during 
that moment.
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. The Book of Judges
1. The Book of Judges gives us a historical account of Israel’s leadership after the death of Moses 

and Joshua. 
a. Moses was a great leader used by God. Joshua, Moses’ assistant, was also a great leader 

used by God. 
b. But after Joshua, Israel did not have a clear, established leader.

2. As a result the Book of Judges covers approximately 340 years of Israel’s struggle to remain 
faithful to the commandments of the Lord. 
a. The entire book can be summed up by its last verse, Judges 21:25, “In those days there was 

no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes” (KJV).
b. The disobedience of the children of Israel eventually led them to suffering and loss of 

control over the land they conquered during Joshua’s leadership.
3. We discover through this book that man can be unfaithful and weak, but God is always 

faithful and strong. While each of us may have a story of disobedience and struggle, God has 
the ability to deliver us and direct our lives in a greater way.

4. It’s important to note that the Book of Judges is not organized in chronological order. 

B. The Judges
1. The Book of Judges records twelve judges who were not elected, or they rose to authority 

through royal succession. Each judge was called and gifted by God to lead Israel during a 
specific time, and the people respected the calling and gifting.
a. The term judge does not mean our modern understanding of a judge who oversees a court. 
b. The Hebrew word for judge is the word shaphat. This word carries the idea of a heroic 

leader who defends a cause, punishes the guilty, and rules or governs a group of people.
2. When we read the actions of the judges, we find many leaders who made choices that did not 

honor God by obeying His law. 
a. The judges were flawed people. 
b. Throughout the Bible, God is faithful to give giftings and leadership opportunities to 

imperfect people. (See Romans 11:29.)

C. Introduction to Samson
1. Judges 13 introduces us to the story of Samson. The children of Israel had turned back to 

doing evil before the Lord. In return the Lord had delivered them into the hand of their 
enemy, the Philistines, for forty years. 
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2. At the end of these forty years, a barren woman from Zorah had a supernatural encounter 
with an angel of the Lord. 
a. The angel gave a promise that she would bear a son who would begin to deliver Israel out 

of the hand of the Philistines. 
b. However, for this child to become the leader Israel needed, his parents had to consecrate 

and dedicate his life to God through a Nazarite vow.

D. Nazarite Vow
1.  Read Numbers 6:1–6.
2. The Nazarite vow provided an ordinary, non-levitical Israelite an opportunity to enter into 

special worship and consecration to God.
a. The angel declared that Samson would be a Nazarite from the womb, meaning his mother 

would be required to abstain from certain foods in order to keep Samson clean. 
b. For the giftings and callings of the future leader to be realized, the mother had to remain 

separate and consecrated.
3. According to Judges 13:5, the vow Samson and his parents would take, specifically his hair, is 

tied to Israel’s deliverance. As long as Samson obeyed, Israel would triumph.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Location, Location, Location
1.  Read Judges 13:24–25.
2. As Samson grew, the Lord blessed and moved on him. The first time the Spirit of the Lord 

moved on Samson was in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol. 
a. This is significant because it is the first reference to this happening and because we are 

told a specific location. 
b. This location reference foreshadows that the places Samson visited during his life would 

greatly challenge his vow to God.
3. Similarly, the places and environments where we position our lives can have a great impact 

on our character and commitment to God.

B. Between Zorah and Eshtaol
1. The beginning of Samson’s rise to leadership took place when the Spirit of the Lord moved 

on him in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol. 
a. The cities mentioned were located on the border of the Israelite and Philistine territories 

and served as a crucial place to defend access to their territory. 
b. This location implies that while Samson was being influenced by the Spirit of the Lord, 

he was also exposed to the influences of the Philistines.
2. Like Samson, as we live in the kingdom of God, we decide what has a greater influence on 

our lives, our decisions, and our character. 
3. Will we allow the Spirit of the Lord to speak direction and purpose into our lives? Or will 

we allow the outside influences to shape our character and decision making?

C. Up or Down
1.  Read Judges 14:1–2.

a. As Samson grew, he ventured out from home to explore other surroundings. During a 
trip down to the city of Timnath, he saw a Philistine woman he desired as a wife. 

b. He quickly went back up to relay this news to his father and mother.
2. It’s important to note the words down and up in these verses. 

a. When Samson chose to go down, he placed himself in a compromising environment of 
the enemy. 

b. When returning to his parents, he had to travel back up to reach his home. 
3. Similarly, we must understand that the call of God will always lead us higher. Anytime we 

move our convictions, disciplines, or lifestyle choices down, we are placing ourselves in a 
vulnerable state to give in to temptations and fleshly desires. 
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D. Going to Gaza
1. Later in Samson’s life, he took a trip to the city of Gaza. Gaza was one of the five strongholds 

of the Philistines, located on the extreme southwest of Palestine. 
a. During his visit Samson saw a harlot and committed sin. (See Judges 16:1.)
b. Later, Gaza is where Samson was taken, had his eyes put out, and was bound and forced to 

grind at the mill in the prison.
2. By staying close to the enemy, Samson lost sight of his calling and pursued pleasures that led 

him to sin. 
a. This sin set in motion actions that eventually led to his death. 
b. Likewise, if we are consistently positioning our lives around things that oppose our 

commitment to God, we are likely to fall into sin and lose sight of what God has called us 
to accomplish. As Romans 6:23 tells us, “The wages of sin is death” (KJV).

3. The places where we position our lives will mold our character, for better or worse. 

E. Studying Our Surroundings
1. How can we learn positive instruction from Samson’s negative example?
2. Clearly, it’s important that we are mindful of our surroundings. 
3. No matter how strong we think we are, placing ourselves in vulnerable positions of 

compromise can open our lives up to attacks from the adversary. 
a. We must evaluate the places we go and be willing to relocate if we recognize certain places 

are unhealthy for us.
b. That commitment may require us to take a stand and make an unpopular choice, but 

pleasing God and protecting our character is more important than fitting in.
4. Besides avoiding places that are detrimental to us, we should be proactive in seeking out 

places that are good for us.
a. Prioritize creating an atmosphere in your bedroom where it’s easy to talk to Jesus and 

study His Word. This goal may mean you have to clear some things out, but the benefit is 
feeling free to worship Him and experience His presence right in your own home. 

b. Prioritize going to church. Maybe your church can’t meet in the building for safety 
reasons, but you can connect with godly people from church who will encourage you in 
your walk with God. 

5. All these decisions help us position ourselves in an environment that contributes to godly 
character development God can bless.
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Take Home
A.  Hand each student a piece of paper and a pen.
B.  Instruct students to write down two places Samson visited.
C.  Next to each one, have students write out why we should avoid places like these and practical ways 

they can avoid surroundings that could compromise their character and commitment to God.

Option 2 — Prayer and Sharing
A.  Have a time of prayer, encouraging students to evaluate the places they consistently visit.
B.  After individual prayer, have students link up with someone and share what God spoke to them 

during the lesson and prayer time. 

Option 3 — The Postscript
A.  Samson had great ability, but he lacked the character necessary to avoid compromising 

situations.
B.  Lead a group discussion by asking students these questions:

1. Why do you think Samson kept visiting places and getting himself in situations that 
opposed his commitment to God?

2. Why is it important to have good character?
3. What types of environments should we avoid if we want to build good godly character in 

our lives?


