
On the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Acts of the Apostles shows us Paul and Barnabas and the turmoil they faced. The Gentiles were 
delighted with the good news of Jesus and but the Jews were angry and expelled them from their territory. In a brief, but powerful story 
from John's Gospel, Jesus offers comfort to those who follow him: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

Saturday is the Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle.

The first readings this week continue the story of the growth of the community, through the Acts of the Apostles.

For the gospels this week, we read from John's Gospel, chapters 10, 12, 13 and 14 - all emphasizing who Jesus is - from the Father and 
one with the Father. He has come to bring us light and life. He promises us that he is the gate, the way to life. And, he assures us that if 
we make our home in him, he will be in us, and we will thereby be one with Jesus and the Father. He says, “I am the gate. Whoever 
enters through me will be saved.” “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish.” “Whoever believes in me believes not only in me but also in the one who sent me, and whoever sees me sees the one 
who sent me.” “From now on I am telling you before it happens, so that when it happens you may believe that I AM.” “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled.” “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” “If you ask anything of 
me in my name, I will do it.”

The Fifth Sunday of Easter brings us stories from Acts of the Apostles of Paul and Barnabas and their work in the early church. They 
spread the good news to the Gentiles and then “called the church together and reported what God had done with them and how he had 

opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” John's Gospel returns to the Last Supper. Jesus gives his followers a new way of life: “This is 
how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This will be a powerful week to reflect upon Jesus as our gate, our gate keeper and our shepherd.

Who among us hasn't felt threatened or fearful or lost at one time or another? To the degree we have any of that in our hearts this week, 
we can bring it all to the Lord. The words of the beautiful song by Marty Haugen come to mind: “Shepherd me, O God, beyond my 
wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.” Beyond what we want and what we fear is where each one of us can ask to be guided, 
cared for. The intimacy of knowledge is a wonderful grace to ask for each day, as well. Lord, I want to enjoy how you know me through 
and through, so much more than I know myself - even what I don't admit, acknowledge or accept in myself. You know and love me. O 
Lord, how I desire to know you. Show yourself to me. Let me recognize your voice, your urgings, your comfort and your call.

We can ask for graces about the areas of darkness we are going to have to walk through, engage in and wrestle with each day this week. 
We can ask to be brought to the Father by Jesus. We can confidently ask that we might be able to do what Jesus does - in the very places 
we find ourselves this week.

Imagine how helped we will be this week to wake each morning and just have these kind of prayers on our lips. As we focus them 
throughout each day, we will be doing two things: letting these desires deepen in our hearts in the background of our consciousness, and 
we will let them interact and transform the options before us and the choices we make. We will be able to feel how good this feels, how 
it lightens our spirits and how it helps us end each day feeling a gifted intimacy with our Lord.

Each night we can look back over the day with gratitude, even as we get ready for bed. Later in the week, we can begin to want to hear 
the upcoming Sunday gospel, longing to hear Jesus say to us: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Message of the Holy Father for the 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 5 May 2022

The 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations will be held on 8 May 2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter, on the theme: “Called to build the 
human family”.

The following is the message sent by the Holy Father Francis for the occasion to bishops, priests, consecrated persons and faithful 
throughout the world:

Called to Build the Human Family

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At the time when the cold winds of war and oppression are blowing and when we frequently encounter signs of polarization, we as a 
Church have undertaken a synodal process: we sense the urgent need to journey together, cultivating the spirit of listening, participation 
and sharing. Together with all men and women of good will, we want to help build the human family, heal its wounds and guide it to a 
better future. On this 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I would like to reflect with you on the broader meaning of “vocation” 
within the context of a synodal Church, a Church that listens to God and to the world.

Called to be protagonists together of the Church’s mission
Synodality, journeying together, is a vocation fundamental to the Church. Only against this horizon is it possible to discern and esteem 
the various vocations, charisms and ministries. We know that the Church exists to evangelize, to go forth and to sow the seed of the 
Gospel in history. This mission can only be carried out if all areas of pastoral activity work together and, even more importantly, involve 
all the Lord’s disciples. For “in virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 
28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 120). We must beware of the mentality that would separate priests and laity, considering the former as protagonists 
and the latter as executors, and together carry forward the Christian mission as the one People of God, laity and pastors. The Church as 
a whole is an evangelizing community.

Called to be guardians of one another and of creation
The word “vocation” should not be understood restrictively, as referring simply to those who follow the Lord through a life of special 
consecration. All of us are called to share in Christ’s mission to reunite a fragmented humanity and to reconcile it with God. Each man 
and woman, even before encountering Christ and embracing the Christian faith, receives with the gift of life a fundamental calling: each 
of us is a creature willed and loved by God; each of us has a unique and special place in the mind of God. At every moment of our lives, 
we are called to foster this divine spark, present in the heart of every man and woman, and thus contribute to the growth of a humanity 
inspired by love and mutual acceptance. We are called to be guardians of one another, to strengthen the bonds of harmony and sharing, 
and to heal the wounds of creation lest its beauty be destroyed. In a word, we are called to become a single family in the marvellous 
common home of creation, in the reconciled diversity of its elements. In this broad sense, not only individuals have a “vocation”, but 
peoples, communities and groups of various kinds as well.

Called to welcome God’s gaze
Within this great common vocation, God addresses a particular call to each of us. He touches our lives by his love and directs 
them to our ultimate goal, to a fulfilment that transcends the very threshold of death. That is how God wanted to see our lives and 

how he sees them still.

Michelangelo Buonarroti is said to have maintained that every block of stone contains a statue within it, and it is up to the sculptor to 
uncover it. If that is true of an artist, how much more is it true of God! In the young woman of Nazareth he saw the Mother of God. In 
Simon the fisherman he saw Peter, the rock on which he would build his Church. In the publican Levi he recognized the apostle and 
evangelist Matthew, and in Saul, a harsh persecutor of Christians, he saw Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles. God’s loving gaze always 
meets us, touches us, sets us free and transforms us, making us into new persons.

That is what happens in every vocation: we are met by the gaze of God, who calls us. Vocation, like holiness, is not an extraordinary 
experience reserved for a few. Just as there is a “holiness of the saints next door” (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 6-9), so too there is a vocation 
for everyone, for God’s gaze and call is directed to every person.

According to a proverb from the Far East, “a wise person, looking at the egg can see an eagle; looking at the seed he glimpses a great tree; 
looking at the sinner he glimpses a saint”. That is how God looks at us: in each of us, he sees a certain potential, at times unbeknownst to 
ourselves, and throughout our lives he works tirelessly so that we can place this potential at the service of the common good.

Vocation arises in this way, thanks to the art of the divine Sculptor who uses his “hands” to make us go forth from ourselves and become 
the masterpiece that we are called to be. The word of God, which frees us from self-absorption, is especially able to purify, enlighten 
and recreate us. So let us listen to that word, in order to become ever more open to the vocation that God entrusts to us! And let us learn 
to listen also to our brothers and sisters in the faith, for their advice and example may help disclose the plan of God, who shows us ever 
new paths to pursue.

Called to respond to God’s gaze

God’s loving and creative gaze met us in an entirely unique way in Jesus. The evangelist Mark tells us that, in speaking with the rich 
young man, “Jesus looking upon him, loved him” (10:21). This gaze of Jesus, full of love, rests upon each of us. Brothers and sisters, 
let us allow ourselves to be moved by this gaze to allow him to lead us outside of ourselves! Let us also learn to look at one another in 
such a way that all those with whom we live and encounter – whoever they may be – will feel welcomed and discover that there is 
Someone who looks at them with love and invites them to develop their full potential.

Our lives change when we welcome this gaze. Everything becomes a vocational dialogue between ourselves and the Lord, but 
also between ourselves and others. A dialogue that, experienced in depth, makes us become ever more who we are. In the 
vocation to the ordained priesthood, to be instruments of Christ’s grace and mercy. In the vocation to the consecrated life, to be 
the praise of God and the prophecy of a new humanity. In the vocation to marriage, to be mutual gift and givers and teachers of 
life. In every ecclesial vocation and ministry that calls us to see others and the world through God’s eyes, to serve goodness and 
to spread love with our works and words.

Here I would like to mention the experience of Dr José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros. While working as a physician in Caracas, 
Venezuela, he wanted to become a Third Order Franciscan. Later, he thought of becoming a monk and a priest, but his health did not 
allow it. He came to understand that his calling was the medical profession, in which he spent himself above all in service to the poor. 
He devoted himself unreservedly to those who had contracted the worldwide epidemic known as the “Spanish flu”. He died, hit by a 
car, as he was leaving a pharmacy after purchasing medicine for one of his elderly patients. An exemplary witness of what it means to 
accept the call of the Lord and embrace it fully, he was beatified a year ago.

Called to build a fraternal world

As Christians, we do not only receive a vocation individually; we are also called together. We are like the tiles of a mosaic. Each is 
lovely in itself, but only when they are put together do they form a picture. Each of us shines like a star in the heart of God and in the 
firmament of the universe. At the same time, though, we are called to form constellations that can guide and light up the path of 
humanity, beginning with the places in which we live. This is the mystery of the Church: a celebration of differences, a sign and 
instrument of all that humanity is called to be. For this reason, the Church must become increasingly synodal: capable of walking 
together, united in harmonious diversity, where everyone can actively participate and where everyone has something to contribute.

When we speak of “vocation”, then, it is not just about choosing this or that way of life, devoting one’s life to a certain ministry or being 
attracted by the charism of a religious family, movement or ecclesial community. It is about making God’s dream come true, the great 
vision of fraternity that Jesus cherished when he prayed to the Father “that they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). Each vocation in the Church, 
and in a broader sense in society, contributes to a common objective: to celebrate among men and women that harmony of manifold 
gifts that can only be brought about by the Holy Spirit. Priests, consecrated men and women, lay faithful: let us journey and work 
together in bearing witness to the truth that one great human family united in love is no utopian vision, but the very purpose for which 
God created us.

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the dramatic events of history, may increasingly respond to this 
call. Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit, so that all of us may find our proper place and give the very best of ourselves in 
this great divine plan!

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 May 2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter.

FRANCIS

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2022/05/05/220505d.html
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On the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Acts of the Apostles shows us Paul and Barnabas and the turmoil they faced. The Gentiles were 
delighted with the good news of Jesus and but the Jews were angry and expelled them from their territory. In a brief, but powerful story 
from John's Gospel, Jesus offers comfort to those who follow him: “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

Saturday is the Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle.

The first readings this week continue the story of the growth of the community, through the Acts of the Apostles.

For the gospels this week, we read from John's Gospel, chapters 10, 12, 13 and 14 - all emphasizing who Jesus is - from the Father and 
one with the Father. He has come to bring us light and life. He promises us that he is the gate, the way to life. And, he assures us that if 
we make our home in him, he will be in us, and we will thereby be one with Jesus and the Father. He says, “I am the gate. Whoever 
enters through me will be saved.” “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish.” “Whoever believes in me believes not only in me but also in the one who sent me, and whoever sees me sees the one 
who sent me.” “From now on I am telling you before it happens, so that when it happens you may believe that I AM.” “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled.” “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” “If you ask anything of 
me in my name, I will do it.”

The Fifth Sunday of Easter brings us stories from Acts of the Apostles of Paul and Barnabas and their work in the early church. They 
spread the good news to the Gentiles and then “called the church together and reported what God had done with them and how he had 

opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” John's Gospel returns to the Last Supper. Jesus gives his followers a new way of life: “This is 
how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Daily Prayer This Week

This will be a powerful week to reflect upon Jesus as our gate, our gate keeper and our shepherd.

Who among us hasn't felt threatened or fearful or lost at one time or another? To the degree we have any of that in our hearts this week, 
we can bring it all to the Lord. The words of the beautiful song by Marty Haugen come to mind: “Shepherd me, O God, beyond my 
wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.” Beyond what we want and what we fear is where each one of us can ask to be guided, 
cared for. The intimacy of knowledge is a wonderful grace to ask for each day, as well. Lord, I want to enjoy how you know me through 
and through, so much more than I know myself - even what I don't admit, acknowledge or accept in myself. You know and love me. O 
Lord, how I desire to know you. Show yourself to me. Let me recognize your voice, your urgings, your comfort and your call.

We can ask for graces about the areas of darkness we are going to have to walk through, engage in and wrestle with each day this week. 
We can ask to be brought to the Father by Jesus. We can confidently ask that we might be able to do what Jesus does - in the very places 
we find ourselves this week.

Imagine how helped we will be this week to wake each morning and just have these kind of prayers on our lips. As we focus them 
throughout each day, we will be doing two things: letting these desires deepen in our hearts in the background of our consciousness, and 
we will let them interact and transform the options before us and the choices we make. We will be able to feel how good this feels, how 
it lightens our spirits and how it helps us end each day feeling a gifted intimacy with our Lord.

Each night we can look back over the day with gratitude, even as we get ready for bed. Later in the week, we can begin to want to hear 
the upcoming Sunday gospel, longing to hear Jesus say to us: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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The 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations will be held on 8 May 2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter, on the theme: “Called to build the 
human family”.

The following is the message sent by the Holy Father Francis for the occasion to bishops, priests, consecrated persons and faithful 
throughout the world:

Called to Build the Human Family

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At the time when the cold winds of war and oppression are blowing and when we frequently encounter signs of polarization, we as a 
Church have undertaken a synodal process: we sense the urgent need to journey together, cultivating the spirit of listening, participation 
and sharing. Together with all men and women of good will, we want to help build the human family, heal its wounds and guide it to a 
better future. On this 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I would like to reflect with you on the broader meaning of “vocation” 
within the context of a synodal Church, a Church that listens to God and to the world.

Called to be protagonists together of the Church’s mission
Synodality, journeying together, is a vocation fundamental to the Church. Only against this horizon is it possible to discern and esteem 
the various vocations, charisms and ministries. We know that the Church exists to evangelize, to go forth and to sow the seed of the 
Gospel in history. This mission can only be carried out if all areas of pastoral activity work together and, even more importantly, involve 
all the Lord’s disciples. For “in virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 
28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 120). We must beware of the mentality that would separate priests and laity, considering the former as protagonists 
and the latter as executors, and together carry forward the Christian mission as the one People of God, laity and pastors. The Church as 
a whole is an evangelizing community.

Called to be guardians of one another and of creation
The word “vocation” should not be understood restrictively, as referring simply to those who follow the Lord through a life of special 
consecration. All of us are called to share in Christ’s mission to reunite a fragmented humanity and to reconcile it with God. Each man 
and woman, even before encountering Christ and embracing the Christian faith, receives with the gift of life a fundamental calling: each 
of us is a creature willed and loved by God; each of us has a unique and special place in the mind of God. At every moment of our lives, 
we are called to foster this divine spark, present in the heart of every man and woman, and thus contribute to the growth of a humanity 
inspired by love and mutual acceptance. We are called to be guardians of one another, to strengthen the bonds of harmony and sharing, 
and to heal the wounds of creation lest its beauty be destroyed. In a word, we are called to become a single family in the marvellous 
common home of creation, in the reconciled diversity of its elements. In this broad sense, not only individuals have a “vocation”, but 
peoples, communities and groups of various kinds as well.

Called to welcome God’s gaze
Within this great common vocation, God addresses a particular call to each of us. He touches our lives by his love and directs 
them to our ultimate goal, to a fulfilment that transcends the very threshold of death. That is how God wanted to see our lives and 

how he sees them still.

Michelangelo Buonarroti is said to have maintained that every block of stone contains a statue within it, and it is up to the sculptor to 
uncover it. If that is true of an artist, how much more is it true of God! In the young woman of Nazareth he saw the Mother of God. In 
Simon the fisherman he saw Peter, the rock on which he would build his Church. In the publican Levi he recognized the apostle and 
evangelist Matthew, and in Saul, a harsh persecutor of Christians, he saw Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles. God’s loving gaze always 
meets us, touches us, sets us free and transforms us, making us into new persons.

That is what happens in every vocation: we are met by the gaze of God, who calls us. Vocation, like holiness, is not an extraordinary 
experience reserved for a few. Just as there is a “holiness of the saints next door” (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 6-9), so too there is a vocation 
for everyone, for God’s gaze and call is directed to every person.

According to a proverb from the Far East, “a wise person, looking at the egg can see an eagle; looking at the seed he glimpses a great tree; 
looking at the sinner he glimpses a saint”. That is how God looks at us: in each of us, he sees a certain potential, at times unbeknownst to 
ourselves, and throughout our lives he works tirelessly so that we can place this potential at the service of the common good.

Vocation arises in this way, thanks to the art of the divine Sculptor who uses his “hands” to make us go forth from ourselves and become 
the masterpiece that we are called to be. The word of God, which frees us from self-absorption, is especially able to purify, enlighten 
and recreate us. So let us listen to that word, in order to become ever more open to the vocation that God entrusts to us! And let us learn 
to listen also to our brothers and sisters in the faith, for their advice and example may help disclose the plan of God, who shows us ever 
new paths to pursue.

Called to respond to God’s gaze

God’s loving and creative gaze met us in an entirely unique way in Jesus. The evangelist Mark tells us that, in speaking with the rich 
young man, “Jesus looking upon him, loved him” (10:21). This gaze of Jesus, full of love, rests upon each of us. Brothers and sisters, 
let us allow ourselves to be moved by this gaze to allow him to lead us outside of ourselves! Let us also learn to look at one another in 
such a way that all those with whom we live and encounter – whoever they may be – will feel welcomed and discover that there is 
Someone who looks at them with love and invites them to develop their full potential.

Our lives change when we welcome this gaze. Everything becomes a vocational dialogue between ourselves and the Lord, but 
also between ourselves and others. A dialogue that, experienced in depth, makes us become ever more who we are. In the 
vocation to the ordained priesthood, to be instruments of Christ’s grace and mercy. In the vocation to the consecrated life, to be 
the praise of God and the prophecy of a new humanity. In the vocation to marriage, to be mutual gift and givers and teachers of 
life. In every ecclesial vocation and ministry that calls us to see others and the world through God’s eyes, to serve goodness and 
to spread love with our works and words.

Here I would like to mention the experience of Dr José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros. While working as a physician in Caracas, 
Venezuela, he wanted to become a Third Order Franciscan. Later, he thought of becoming a monk and a priest, but his health did not 
allow it. He came to understand that his calling was the medical profession, in which he spent himself above all in service to the poor. 
He devoted himself unreservedly to those who had contracted the worldwide epidemic known as the “Spanish flu”. He died, hit by a 
car, as he was leaving a pharmacy after purchasing medicine for one of his elderly patients. An exemplary witness of what it means to 
accept the call of the Lord and embrace it fully, he was beatified a year ago.

Called to build a fraternal world

As Christians, we do not only receive a vocation individually; we are also called together. We are like the tiles of a mosaic. Each is 
lovely in itself, but only when they are put together do they form a picture. Each of us shines like a star in the heart of God and in the 
firmament of the universe. At the same time, though, we are called to form constellations that can guide and light up the path of 
humanity, beginning with the places in which we live. This is the mystery of the Church: a celebration of differences, a sign and 
instrument of all that humanity is called to be. For this reason, the Church must become increasingly synodal: capable of walking 
together, united in harmonious diversity, where everyone can actively participate and where everyone has something to contribute.

When we speak of “vocation”, then, it is not just about choosing this or that way of life, devoting one’s life to a certain ministry or being 
attracted by the charism of a religious family, movement or ecclesial community. It is about making God’s dream come true, the great 
vision of fraternity that Jesus cherished when he prayed to the Father “that they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). Each vocation in the Church, 
and in a broader sense in society, contributes to a common objective: to celebrate among men and women that harmony of manifold 
gifts that can only be brought about by the Holy Spirit. Priests, consecrated men and women, lay faithful: let us journey and work 
together in bearing witness to the truth that one great human family united in love is no utopian vision, but the very purpose for which 
God created us.

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the dramatic events of history, may increasingly respond to this 
call. Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit, so that all of us may find our proper place and give the very best of ourselves in 
this great divine plan!

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 May 2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter.

FRANCIS
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how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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This will be a powerful week to reflect upon Jesus as our gate, our gate keeper and our shepherd.

Who among us hasn't felt threatened or fearful or lost at one time or another? To the degree we have any of that in our hearts this week, 
we can bring it all to the Lord. The words of the beautiful song by Marty Haugen come to mind: “Shepherd me, O God, beyond my 
wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.” Beyond what we want and what we fear is where each one of us can ask to be guided, 
cared for. The intimacy of knowledge is a wonderful grace to ask for each day, as well. Lord, I want to enjoy how you know me through 
and through, so much more than I know myself - even what I don't admit, acknowledge or accept in myself. You know and love me. O 
Lord, how I desire to know you. Show yourself to me. Let me recognize your voice, your urgings, your comfort and your call.

We can ask for graces about the areas of darkness we are going to have to walk through, engage in and wrestle with each day this week. 
We can ask to be brought to the Father by Jesus. We can confidently ask that we might be able to do what Jesus does - in the very places 
we find ourselves this week.

Imagine how helped we will be this week to wake each morning and just have these kind of prayers on our lips. As we focus them 
throughout each day, we will be doing two things: letting these desires deepen in our hearts in the background of our consciousness, and 
we will let them interact and transform the options before us and the choices we make. We will be able to feel how good this feels, how 
it lightens our spirits and how it helps us end each day feeling a gifted intimacy with our Lord.

Each night we can look back over the day with gratitude, even as we get ready for bed. Later in the week, we can begin to want to hear 
the upcoming Sunday gospel, longing to hear Jesus say to us: “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”
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Called to Build the Human Family

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At the time when the cold winds of war and oppression are blowing and when we frequently encounter signs of polarization, we as a 
Church have undertaken a synodal process: we sense the urgent need to journey together, cultivating the spirit of listening, participation 
and sharing. Together with all men and women of good will, we want to help build the human family, heal its wounds and guide it to a 
better future. On this 59th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, I would like to reflect with you on the broader meaning of “vocation” 
within the context of a synodal Church, a Church that listens to God and to the world.

Called to be protagonists together of the Church’s mission
Synodality, journeying together, is a vocation fundamental to the Church. Only against this horizon is it possible to discern and esteem 
the various vocations, charisms and ministries. We know that the Church exists to evangelize, to go forth and to sow the seed of the 
Gospel in history. This mission can only be carried out if all areas of pastoral activity work together and, even more importantly, involve 
all the Lord’s disciples. For “in virtue of their baptism, all the members of the People of God have become missionary disciples (cf. Mt 
28:19). All the baptized, whatever their position in the Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelization” 
(Evangelii Gaudium, 120). We must beware of the mentality that would separate priests and laity, considering the former as protagonists 
and the latter as executors, and together carry forward the Christian mission as the one People of God, laity and pastors. The Church as 
a whole is an evangelizing community.

Called to be guardians of one another and of creation
The word “vocation” should not be understood restrictively, as referring simply to those who follow the Lord through a life of special 
consecration. All of us are called to share in Christ’s mission to reunite a fragmented humanity and to reconcile it with God. Each man 
and woman, even before encountering Christ and embracing the Christian faith, receives with the gift of life a fundamental calling: each 
of us is a creature willed and loved by God; each of us has a unique and special place in the mind of God. At every moment of our lives, 
we are called to foster this divine spark, present in the heart of every man and woman, and thus contribute to the growth of a humanity 
inspired by love and mutual acceptance. We are called to be guardians of one another, to strengthen the bonds of harmony and sharing, 
and to heal the wounds of creation lest its beauty be destroyed. In a word, we are called to become a single family in the marvellous 
common home of creation, in the reconciled diversity of its elements. In this broad sense, not only individuals have a “vocation”, but 
peoples, communities and groups of various kinds as well.

Called to welcome God’s gaze
Within this great common vocation, God addresses a particular call to each of us. He touches our lives by his love and directs 
them to our ultimate goal, to a fulfilment that transcends the very threshold of death. That is how God wanted to see our lives and 

how he sees them still.

Michelangelo Buonarroti is said to have maintained that every block of stone contains a statue within it, and it is up to the sculptor to 
uncover it. If that is true of an artist, how much more is it true of God! In the young woman of Nazareth he saw the Mother of God. In 
Simon the fisherman he saw Peter, the rock on which he would build his Church. In the publican Levi he recognized the apostle and 
evangelist Matthew, and in Saul, a harsh persecutor of Christians, he saw Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles. God’s loving gaze always 
meets us, touches us, sets us free and transforms us, making us into new persons.

That is what happens in every vocation: we are met by the gaze of God, who calls us. Vocation, like holiness, is not an extraordinary 
experience reserved for a few. Just as there is a “holiness of the saints next door” (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 6-9), so too there is a vocation 
for everyone, for God’s gaze and call is directed to every person.

According to a proverb from the Far East, “a wise person, looking at the egg can see an eagle; looking at the seed he glimpses a great tree; 
looking at the sinner he glimpses a saint”. That is how God looks at us: in each of us, he sees a certain potential, at times unbeknownst to 
ourselves, and throughout our lives he works tirelessly so that we can place this potential at the service of the common good.

Vocation arises in this way, thanks to the art of the divine Sculptor who uses his “hands” to make us go forth from ourselves and become 
the masterpiece that we are called to be. The word of God, which frees us from self-absorption, is especially able to purify, enlighten 
and recreate us. So let us listen to that word, in order to become ever more open to the vocation that God entrusts to us! And let us learn 
to listen also to our brothers and sisters in the faith, for their advice and example may help disclose the plan of God, who shows us ever 
new paths to pursue.

Called to respond to God’s gaze

God’s loving and creative gaze met us in an entirely unique way in Jesus. The evangelist Mark tells us that, in speaking with the rich 
young man, “Jesus looking upon him, loved him” (10:21). This gaze of Jesus, full of love, rests upon each of us. Brothers and sisters, 
let us allow ourselves to be moved by this gaze to allow him to lead us outside of ourselves! Let us also learn to look at one another in 
such a way that all those with whom we live and encounter – whoever they may be – will feel welcomed and discover that there is 
Someone who looks at them with love and invites them to develop their full potential.

Our lives change when we welcome this gaze. Everything becomes a vocational dialogue between ourselves and the Lord, but 
also between ourselves and others. A dialogue that, experienced in depth, makes us become ever more who we are. In the 
vocation to the ordained priesthood, to be instruments of Christ’s grace and mercy. In the vocation to the consecrated life, to be 
the praise of God and the prophecy of a new humanity. In the vocation to marriage, to be mutual gift and givers and teachers of 
life. In every ecclesial vocation and ministry that calls us to see others and the world through God’s eyes, to serve goodness and 
to spread love with our works and words.

Here I would like to mention the experience of Dr José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros. While working as a physician in Caracas, 
Venezuela, he wanted to become a Third Order Franciscan. Later, he thought of becoming a monk and a priest, but his health did not 
allow it. He came to understand that his calling was the medical profession, in which he spent himself above all in service to the poor. 
He devoted himself unreservedly to those who had contracted the worldwide epidemic known as the “Spanish flu”. He died, hit by a 
car, as he was leaving a pharmacy after purchasing medicine for one of his elderly patients. An exemplary witness of what it means to 
accept the call of the Lord and embrace it fully, he was beatified a year ago.

Called to build a fraternal world

As Christians, we do not only receive a vocation individually; we are also called together. We are like the tiles of a mosaic. Each is 
lovely in itself, but only when they are put together do they form a picture. Each of us shines like a star in the heart of God and in the 
firmament of the universe. At the same time, though, we are called to form constellations that can guide and light up the path of 
humanity, beginning with the places in which we live. This is the mystery of the Church: a celebration of differences, a sign and 
instrument of all that humanity is called to be. For this reason, the Church must become increasingly synodal: capable of walking 
together, united in harmonious diversity, where everyone can actively participate and where everyone has something to contribute.

When we speak of “vocation”, then, it is not just about choosing this or that way of life, devoting one’s life to a certain ministry or being 
attracted by the charism of a religious family, movement or ecclesial community. It is about making God’s dream come true, the great 
vision of fraternity that Jesus cherished when he prayed to the Father “that they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). Each vocation in the Church, 
and in a broader sense in society, contributes to a common objective: to celebrate among men and women that harmony of manifold 
gifts that can only be brought about by the Holy Spirit. Priests, consecrated men and women, lay faithful: let us journey and work 
together in bearing witness to the truth that one great human family united in love is no utopian vision, but the very purpose for which 
God created us.

Let us pray, brothers and sisters, that the People of God, amid the dramatic events of history, may increasingly respond to this 
call. Let us implore the light of the Holy Spirit, so that all of us may find our proper place and give the very best of ourselves in 
this great divine plan!

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 May 2022, Fourth Sunday of Easter.

FRANCIS

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2022/05/05/220505d.html



“COME.”
REV 22:17

STS. PETER & PAUL  
PARISH DINNER 2022

 
Saturday, 15 October 2022 at 7.00pm
 
QIAN XI (Paya Lebar) Restaurant
845, Geylang Road
#04-09 Tanjong Katong Complex
Singapore400845
 
Table for 10 at $800
Please contact  

 
for ticket sales
�resa Tang at 96930178



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Parish Secretary wanted! 

The Church of Saints Peter and Paul is looking for an individual who has a 
heart for community, and is an excellent team player to be their parish 
secretary. 

Basic Microsoft Office skills are required, and experience with parish 
administrative duties is preferred. 

Please direct enquiries and CVs to email elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg





To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass (starting 21 April 2022)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


