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Passover Preparations for One Person or a Household 

Dear Member, 

If you are unable to observe the PASSOVER with one of our church groups, which is the case 

this year due to COVID-19, you may observe it in your own home alone or with other baptized 

household members. This first section gives instructions of how to prepare in advance.  The second 

portion of this letter gives instructions on how to keep the service.  

Purchase or prepare, ahead of time, a small amount of unleavened bread—Matzos may be 

purchased at most grocery stores. Rye Krisp is unleavened and may also be used, or you may make some 

flat bread without any leavening agents (no yeast, baking soda, baking powder, etc.). Also, a small amount 

of natural red wine is needed (grape juice is not acceptable). Jesus Christ and the New Testament Church 

used real wine—contrary to the teaching of certain sects during the past 350-400 years. Natural wine has 

LIFE—therefore symbolizes the blood of Jesus Christ which He shed for the remission of sins. Jesus 

Himself used wine as do the Jews to this day—nothing else fulfills the scriptural requirement. Be sure you 

obtain a natural, unfortified wine. Alcoholic content will be between 10-13 percent—such as Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Merlot, Pinot Noir, or any other natural red wine. Wines containing 19-20 percent are fortified 

and should not be used, (the label will tell you the percent of alcohol). A smaller half bottle may be 

preferable as only a very small amount of wine is needed.   

 

Prepare to observe the sacred ordinance in the early evening during the time known as 

“twilight,” soon after sunset, in a room that is clean and neat. Have a small amount of unleavened bread, 

and very small glasses of wine (one for each person) prepared on a tray or table. Place only about a 

tablespoon or two of wine in each small glass. Prior to the service, have these emblems covered with a 

clean white napkin. Do not leave the un-poured wine in the room where the service is to be held. 

If two or more persons are participating, wash pans and clean towels—for the foot washing 

service—should be provided before starting the service. 

Instructions for Observing the Passover Service 

When the time has arrived for the ordinance, you will follow one of two options: 1) If you are 

listening in via live-stream, DVD, or other electronic device, simply follow the instructions.  The service 

ends by singing a hymn and dismissing quietly.   

2) If however, you do not have one of those options, the head of the family or group (a baptized 

male if present), should conduct the brief and solemn service. No unbaptized individuals should be 

present or partake in the service. This is a very solemn occasion and no frivolous talking or joking 

should take place. The leader should remind the others, at the start of the service, that this is the 
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anniversary of the death of our Lord and Savior, and a solemn service observed in memory of His death. 

He should then read the following verses: 

 Luke 22:7-8; 14-15 

 Matthew 26:17; 26-30 

 Paul’s instruction in 1 Corinthians 11:23-30 

 John 6:53-54, noticing that this ordinance is commanded as necessary for all Christians. 

 John 13:1-17 

 

FOOT-WASHING: If two or more people are participating, wash one another’s feet. If four or 

more people, two or more of each sex, the men may retire to a different room for this part of the service. 

It is appropriate for husband and wife to wash one another’s feet, if no other members of the same sex 

are participating. Unrelated members of the opposite sex should not wash each other’s feet. If one 

person is observing it alone, this part of the ordinance must, of course, be omitted. 

 

  BREAD: After the pans, towels and water are removed and the room is again in order, the leader 

of the service should remove the napkin from over the bread and wine, give thanks and ask God in 

prayer to bless the BREAD as a symbol of His body—broken for our healing. Then break the bread into 

small pieces on a plate and pass it to each participant. 

 

  WINE: Next, the leader should give thanks over the WINE, asking God’s blessing on it for this 

sacred use as the symbol of Christ’s blood, shed for the remission of our sins. Then pass the wine, each 

one taking a glass and humbly drinking it as a remembrance of our acceptance of the blood of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins and the covenant we made with God at baptism. 

 

  READ & SING HYMN: Replace the glasses on the tray or table; cover them and the unused 

bread with the napkins. The leader should then read from John, chapters 14 thru 17.  This is followed by 

singing a hymn and then quietly leaving the room.    

  

  CLEAN-UP: After the service has ended, and the people have left the room, the leader should 

destroy any remaining bread and wine which was taken into the room for the service and had been 

blessed. If you know the exact number of people partaking of the service, there will be little, or none left 

over to be destroyed. Only the wine and bread taken into the room for the service, and prayed over 

during the service, need be destroyed. None of the bread or wine upon which God’s blessing has been 

asked, representing the body and blood of our Savior, ought to be consumed for any other purpose after 

the service. Burn or bury the remaining bread and pour out the remaining wine on the ground. 

 

May God bless you as you reaffirm your dedication, in the Passover service, to obey your 

Creator. 

        Sincerely, in Christ’s service, 

                 
        Gerald E. Weston 


