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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, January 18, 2016, at the Richfield Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Bond, Seamon, and Woodrow; board member Eckler was absent.

The meeting opened with a public hearing on the “2016 FIRE AND AMBULANCE PROTECTION CONTRACT” between the Village of Richfield Springs and the Town of Richfield.

Cindy Klemm – thanked the volunteers for their service and asked if part of the payment goes into an equipment reserve fund.  Yes, it does.

Motion by Bond, second by Palumbo to close the public hearing at 6:05 PM.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes. 
 
A second public hearing on Local Law # 1 of 2016, “A LOCAL LAW IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL LAND USES WITHIN THE TOWN OF RICHFIELD” was opened.

Otsego County has returned the required 239-m letter, checked:  Returned for local action; No significant county-wide or inter-community impacts.

Carolyn Hopper – urged passage of the moratorium to give the Comprehensive Plan Committee six more months to work on the proposed plan.

Cindy Klemm – does not see any reason to block potential businesses for another six to twelve months.

Bill Klemm - recommends voting against adoption of the moratorium.

Nick Palevsky – the world economy is in turmoil, no one is rushing here with a project.

Rex Seamon – vote yes on the moratorium so the town maintains oversight of projects; doesn’t want property values to go down because of a project.  State agencies are pushing for New York State to produce more food.  Farm land needs to be preserved.

Kane Seamon – have the solar project people been in touch with the town? (No)

Keith McCarty, (County Rep) – the county IDA is working on the solar project.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Seamon to close the public hearing at 6:18 PM.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.
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Motion by Bond, second by Woodrow to pay all claims that have three signatures.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – Yes.
			A General				$     6,470.44
			B General				$     7,518.26
			DA Highway				$     2,265.94
			DB Highway				$          89.58
			SL Street Lighting			$          84.73
			SF Fire Contract			$   49,862.00
						Total		$   66,290.95

Minutes from December 21, 2015, December 30, 2015, and January 4, 2016 were presented for approval.  No vote will be taken on the December minutes because there are only two board members present tonight that were on the board in December.  Motion by Bond, second by Palumbo to approve minutes from January 4, 2016.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – abstain, Palumbo – yes.

Highway Superintendent Kress was absent but left the following report: the burner on the boiler has been installed by Air Temp; the unit heaters for the garage were installed on January 14, 2016, by Air Temp; Air temp is working on replacing the control panel for the circulating pumps, the job should be finished next week.  We have received the check for the truck sold on the on-line auction.  The high bid was $ 14,300.00; $ 30.00 was deducted for pictures, the net to the town was $ 14,270.00.  NYSDOT has a shared services agreement that they ask local governments to approve so that in case of an emergency resources from the state and town can be shared.

The clerk asked the board to amend the motion approved September 21, 2015, granting the Special use Permit of “CELLO PARTNERSHIP d/b/a VERIZON WIRELESS FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT SEEKING AUTHORIZATION TO INSTALL A WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY TO BE LOCATED ON BARGLEY ROAD, TOWN OF RICHFIELD.”  The original vote was a motion; Verizon asked that it be amended to be a resolution.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Bond to approve the above change.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  The clerk presented the Town Clerk’s 2015 Annual Report to board members.  Total receipts for 2015, $20,162.86, total disbursements, $20,162.86.

Planning Board Chairman Urtz is still corresponding with Sandy Mathes about a possible solar project in the Town of Richfield.  He is also having Attorney Merzig write a draft of a local law that will allow the alternate member of the Planning Board to vote if there are not enough regular Planning Board members in attendance to make a quorum.  It will be presented to the Town Board for action after the Planning Board has reviewed it.
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County Rep Keith McCarty reported that committees have been set for 2016, he is no longer on the Public Safety Committee, but has assignments on other committees.  The Community Grant Program only has $25,000.00 this year; the deadline is February 29, 2016.

Comprehensive Plan Chairman Sullivan was unable to attend but left a report with Supervisor Palumbo.  The report addressed data gathering for the possible solar project, and creating a Natural Resource Inventory.

Old Business

Supervisor Palumbo spoke on some of the transition issues he has encountered.  We have received some passwords and have moved forward in several areas, but still lack the ability to access other needed programs and agencies.  The supervisor’s computer is now being backed up to Carbonite.  The town is looking into whether or not external backups were made of the supervisor’s computer before January 1, 2016 and will pursue the matter further.

Councilwoman Bond asked about the December 2015 bills that were not paid by the previous supervisor; what was the dollar amount?  Supervisor Palumbo has hand written the checks that totaled approximately $41,000.00 of unpaid bills.  The town received a disconnect notice from NYSEG for the Town Hall/Garage before the past due payment was received.

The Otsego County Planning Office has returned the 239m letter concerning the proposed moratorium.  The county has no concern with it, returned it for local action.

The Fargo contract that should have been taken care of in November was not done; Supervisor Palumbo took care of it last week.

No current financial reports are available.  There are problems that go back to at least September, 2015, possible beyond.  An update will be provided next month.  Our payroll program does not support semi-annual payroll.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Bond to move the semi-annual payroll people to quarterly.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Supervisor Palumbo briefly reviewed a spreadsheet of the town’s approximate financial position.

New Business

Motion by Bond, second by Seamon to accept the “2016 FIRE AND AMBULANCE PROTECTION CONTRACT” in the amount of $49,862.00.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow, yes, Palumbo – yes.

The board discussed the proposed moratorium.  It was decided to table any action (vote) until a time when the board feels it may be necessary.  The board is not required to take action within any time limit; it is not uncommon to wait possible four to six months.  Councilman Seamon 
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asked if anyone applies for a Special Use Permit before the moratorium is enacted, is that application grandfathered?  No.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Woodrow to table action on the moratorium.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

The annual audit teams this year will be Bond and Woodrow, and Eckler and Seamon.

Councilman Seamon suggested the town set six month goals.  Supervisor Palumbo pointed out that nothing has been done with building maintenance for the past twenty years.

Supervisor Palumbo presented a new Privilege of the Floor Policy.  A sign-up sheet will be provided for people who wish to speak.  You must state the topic you want to speak about.  If you stray off topic your time is up.

Robin Moshier asked if the board could be open to discrimination if action is taken on the moratorium for one person but not another.  The supervisor will look into this.

Motion to adjourn at 7:04 by Palumbo, second by Woodrow.  Bond – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.



_______________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk




