
 
 
  

BWA World Congress Resolution 2000.2 

 

Decade of Racial Justice 

The Baptist World Alliance Congress meeting in Melbourne, January 5-9, 2000  

AFFIRMS that all human beings are created in the image of God and are called to full participation in the 

human community;  

ACKNOWLEDGES that the sin of racism and ethnic conflict rooted in the sinfulness of humankind is an 

affront to the divine instruction to "love one another";  

DECLARES that Jesus Christ, who calls all people to be one people equal before God, is the true source 

of genuine hope for forgiveness and reconciliation;  

COMMENDS the work of the Baptist World Alliance Special Commission on Baptists Against Racism 

and Ethnic Conflict in examining the causes of racism and ethnic conflict and the biblical and theological 

issues racism raises, and in identifying ways in which Baptists can help overcome the evils of racism;  

REAFFIRMS the values and ideals expressed in the Harare Declaration and the Atlanta Covenant; and in 

the spirit of those statements opposes racism and ethnic conflict in all forms; 

PROCLAIMS the first decade of the third Christian millennium AD2000-2010 to be a "Decade of Racial 

Justice”;  

ENCOURAGES Baptists everywhere to observe the "Decade of Racial Justice" by boldly proclaiming 

and living out the gospel and actively pursuing inter-ethnic harmony designed to achieve authentic justice 

for all persons without regard to race; and  

RESOLVES IN THE NAME of Jesus Christ to promote justice consistent with the claims of scripture by 

opposing racism and ethnic conflict through education, fellowship and prophetic action.  
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Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 


