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Subject: Grade 7 Science 

Term 1 

Week: 8 Lesson: 24A 

Unit: 6 Classification 

Topic: 6.2 Classifying living things 

Sub-topic: Science as a human endeavor (Nature and development of science) – Naming living 

things 

 

Introduction: 

This lesson is made up of resource text and practice exercise. 

Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Start with copying the header in your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is 
neat and legible. 
Step 2: Go through the lesson notes and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Do Practice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise well and correct your mistakes, if 
you identify any.  (I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Resource text: 

Read through your lesson notes, make summary notes or cut and paste diagrams into your 
exercise book. 
READ AND MAKE WRITTEN NOTES 

 

Carle von Linnè was born in Sweden in 1707. He made changes to the way living things were 

classified and named. Three hundred years later taxonomists still use his ideas 

 

From a very early age Carle von Linnè (pictured left) loved studying the 

things in his garden and in the fields around his home. Like all educated 

people in Europe at that time, he wrote all his scientific work in Latin. He 

loved the Latin language so much that he even changed the spelling of his 

name to the Latin form Carolus Linnaeus, and it is by this version of his 

name that he is remembered. 

 

As a young man Linnaeus travelled throughout Lapland, collecting, 

describing and naming species. He collected over one hundred dried and 

pressed specimens that were new to science. 

 

The method that Linnaeus and other scientists of his time used to name these new species used a 

genus name followed by a description. As more and more types of organisms were discovered, it 

became increasingly difficult to come up with a unique description for them. For example, Canis is 

the genus name for a dog (a canine). If a new species of dog was found in the woods, then it could 

be the ‘canine’ that ‘lives in the wood’. If another canine was found living in the woods it would 

have to be described differently. It could be the ‘canine’ that ‘lives in the woods; dark coat in 

winter; found only in the north’ – and so the names expanded. 
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As an example, a carnation (pictured below) needed nine words to describe it: Dianthus floribus 

solitaris, squamis calycinus subovatus brevissimis. It literally means the 

dianthus (or carnation) with a single flower within a scaly, short calyx which 

is below the ovary.  Linnaeus  thought that there must be a better system. 

He organized the classification of organisms into a hierarchy, with kingdom 

at the top and species at the lowest level. The name given to an organism 

would be the name of the genus to which that organism belonged, followed 

by one descriptive name for the species – each living thing would have two 

names. With this, binomial naming (also known as binomial nomenclature 

was born) was born. Instead of the carnation having nine names, it now has two. It is known as 

Dianthus caryophylus L. The L. after the name tells us that the species was named by Linnaeus. 

 

Latin was used as the language for naming because it was a language then understood by all well 

educated people throughout Europe. Also, it was not a spoken language, and therefore the 

meanings of the words did not change. Words develop slightly different meanings and spellings 

over time when a language is spoken. This does not happen in Latin. 

 

Binomial nomenclature is now used internationally regardless of the language spoken in the 

country the organism or scientist comes from. The system has been used for plants since 1753, 

for animals since 1758, and for bacteria since 1980. 

 

Linnaeus never stopped working and eventually named 4235 species of plants and about 6000 

species of animals. He also wrote letters to others interested in studying plants. For example, 

Linnaeus corresponded with the botanist Joseph Banks, who sailed to Australia with Captain Cook 

on the Endeavour in 1768. Also on board was Daniel Solander, one of Linnaeus’ students. 

Between them Banks and Solander collected more than 1000 species of plants new to science. 

 

 

Practice exercise 24A: 

Write the questions first and then your answers in complete sentences with correct spelling of 
terms and appropriate calculations where required. 

1. Describe the system Carolus Linnaeus devised that is now used widely by scientists to name 

new found species. 

 

You can answer this question like this: The system devised by Carolus Linnaeus is ………..  

 

 

2. State any advantages the system described above might have. 

 

You can answer this question like this: The advantages ……………….. 

 

 

You should be able to develop understanding of the history of the development of naming 

living things. 


