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Christianity is Charity!

If I had heard a statement like this fifteen years ago, I would have strongly
protested that this was a wrong doctrine. But having received subsequent touches
from the divine hand on my eyes, I am beginning to see the thorough scripturalness
of this statement. Don’t mistake me, I’m not saying Charity is Christianity, but
Christianity is Charity.

Based on what John the apostle wrote in his epistle (1 Jn 4:7-21), Jeremy Taylor
(1613-1667) stated, “God Himself is love, and every degree of charity that dwells in
us is the participation of the divine nature.” Hugh Latimer (1487-1555) added,
“Charity is the very livery of Christ.” Pure religion was defined by apostle James as:
“To visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from
the world” (Js 1:27). He further argued that faith without works of charity was dead
(Js 2:14-20). Prophet Micah reminded the backslidden Israel that “to love mercy”
was what the Lord basically required of His people (Mic 6:8). Of the three cardinal
virtues of faith, hope and charity, the greatest is charity! (1 Cor 13:13).

An average Christian gets enough and more teaching on spiritual disciplines, but
he is hardly challenged about his social duties. Spiritual disciplines and social
duties are equally important. The commandment to love our neighbour is equal in
weight to the first and great commandment to love God with our all (Mt 22:37-39).
To explain who our neighbour is, Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan (Lk
10:29-37). Just because loving our neighbour is mentioned as the “second”
commandment, it does not become “secondary” in importance. When Jesus said,
“On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets,” He wanted us
to understand that one could not exist without the other and that the neglect of any
one would throw us off balance (Mt 22:40). Christianity’s number one weakness has
been its failure to look at the other side of the coin.

Let’s study seven of the basic spiritual disciplines of Christian life and ministry
in their relationship to charity —

1. Repentance & Charity

We begin with repentance because it is the first elementary and foundational
principle of Christ (Heb 6:1). The opening pages of the New Testament introduce
John the Baptist as a preacher of repentance. When he thundered before the
multitudes, “Bear fruits worthy of repentance,” the people asked him, “What shall
we do then?”, His instant reply startled them: “If you have two coats, give one away.
Do the same with your food” (Lk 3:8-11). Which evangelist of today would give such
an answer to his altar call respondents? A call to clothe the naked or feed the
hungry finds no place in our evangelistic messages. By repentance people usually
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mean abstaining from movies, smoking, drinking, etc. The lists of self-examination
questions also hardly make any reference to charity. We have overemphasized the
sins of commission, but overlooked the sins of omission. But the general sin
confession from the Common Book of Prayer puts sins of omission first: “We have
failed to do what we ought to do, but have been doing what we ought not.”

We cannot dispense with the message of John the Baptist on dispensational
grounds. The voice of the Old Testament was heard “until John,” and the New
Covenant came into effect after the death of Christ (Mt 11:13; 26:28). John therefore
is sort of an intertestamental prophet and he serves as a link between the two
Testaments. Here are a few examples to prove that the call to charity as an integral
part of repentance is for all time —

 God testified about Job that there had been none so righteous like him on
the earth (Job 1:8). Job explains how he worked out righteousness practically in his
life: “I put on righteousness, and it clothed me ... I delivered the poor and the
fatherless who had no helper ... I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy... I was
eyes to the blind, and I was feet to the lame. I was father to the poor, and I searched
out the case that I did not know. I broke the fangs of the wicked, and plucked the
victim from his teeth” (Job 29:12-17).

 After interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of doom, Daniel urged him,
“O King, let my counsel be acceptable to you; break off your sins by being righteous,
and your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor” (Dan 4:27). Isn’t it amazing that
the prophet prescribes to the King charity as a singularly positive step of repentance?
The prophet  located the root problem in the lifestyle of the King.

 Diagnosis of the disease is the first step in medical practice. Luke the
physician in line with his profession has highlighted in his Gospel the root cause for
the malady of two officials. One was a rich young ruler. When he boasted before
Jesus that he had kept all the commandments from his youth, Jesus said, “You still
lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor... and come, follow
Me” (Lk 18:18-22). The ruler became “very” sorrowful because he was “very” rich!
(v23). In the very next chapter Luke introduces Zacchaeus. It was when he told
Jesus, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor,” the Lord declared, “Today
salvation has come to this house” (Lk 19:8,9).

2. Prayer & Charity

Isaiah 1:15 is invariably quoted while stating reasons for unanswered prayers.
“When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; eventhough you
make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.” And verse 18 is
claimed as God’s promise of forgiveness though our sins are “like scarlet and red like
crimson.” Our mistake is that we read verse 15 and then jump to verse 18, not
looking at verses 16 and 17 which list out the sins that hide God’s face. Pointing
out the evil deeds of His people, God calls them to “learn to do good, seek justice,
reprove the oppressor, defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow.” While
rejoicing over the multiplicity of our prayer meetings and prayer conferences, we
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need to regret that hardly any talk is there on charity. We make “many” prayers but
receive “scanty” answers. Going all out to fight the cause of the poor and get them
justice is the radical remedy for the situation. Sounds strange? But that’s Bible!

The Sermon on the Mount knows no rival. Not only the content but also the
order in which the Master Preacher presented the truths demands serious attention.
While correcting the abuse of spiritual disciplines, the Lord Jesus speaks first about
charity and only then about prayer (Mt 6:1-4,5-8). This is not  accidental. If prayer
is a love language addressed to the Heavenly Father, charity is that addressed to the
earthly poor. “He who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love
God whom he has not seen?” (1 Jn 4:20). The God of the Bible is the God of the
poor (Prov 14:31). Unless what breaks His heart breaks ours too, we cannot share
His burden in prayer.

Jesus sternly rebuked the Pharisees of His day who devoured widows’ houses,
and for a pretense made long prayers (Mt 23:14). It is no better today. There are
simply too many preachers  making too many prayers for too many widows and the
helpless with too much of lust for the offerings.

How charity makes our prayers aromatic before the Throne of God is best
illustrated in the case of Cornelius. He was not only the first gentile convert but also
the one to receive the Holy Spirit even before the apostles would pray for him or lay
hands on him (Acts 10:44). Of him it is said that he “gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed to God always” (v2). The angelic message to him from Heaven
was, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God” (v4).

When there’s a difficult situation and your prayers seem unanswered, instead of
going from preacher to preacher for help, I suggest that you go help a poor person,
a widow, an orphan, a destitute or someone marginalised. Much sooner than you
think you would have your prayer answered from Above !

3. Praise & Charity

Worship is the highest form of Christian service. That’s why the ceaseless activity
in Heaven is praise and worship (Rev 4:8-11). But the writer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews recognized in the lives of God’s people the hidden danger of becoming too
heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use. He solemnly wrote, “By Jesus let us
continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God ... BUT do not forget to do good and
to share, for with such sacrifices God is well-pleased” (Heb 13:15,16).

The possibility of forgetting the cries of the poor and the suffering outside the
four walls of the Church while we are hilariously shouting praises to God inside is
opulent. There’s an inherent danger in the modern day worship when it is offered
for “our” excitement rather than “God’s” enjoyment. If gladdening the heart of God
rather than making us feel good is our aim in worship, participating in His love for
the poor in the society becomes a natural outflow.

Undoubtedly worship is an exciting experience. The anointing with the oil of
praise takes us to soaring heights. When once I asked an internationally renowned
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evangelist about his denominational background, he replied, “I’m a Pentecostal,

but I keep my feet on the ground!” What this senior man of God manifestly

wanted to impress on me was that exciting spiritual experiences must not cut

us off from ground realities of life. When I returned home laughing within myself

over the humorous answer of this evangelist, I was suddenly reminded from Isaiah

66:1 that God Himself who is seated in the Heavenly Throne keeps His feet on

the earth! Ha, ha!

It’s good to spend on a new musical instrument or for improving our public

address system. But let’s not forget to make liberal provisions in our church budget

to bless the poor and “cause their hearts sing for joy” (Job 29:13).

In fact when we bless the poor, we actually bless the Lord! Apostle Paul makes

this point while writing to the Corinthian church regarding the collections made for

the poor believers in Jerusalem. “Carrying out this social relief work involves far

more than helping meet the bare needs of poor Christians. It also produces

abundant and bountiful thanksgivings to God. This relief offering is a prod to live

at your very best, showing your gratitude to God” (2 Cor 9:11-13, The Message

Bible). Paul climaxes this chapter stating, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable

gift!” (v15). In other words, even when we give our maximum to the poor, it is a

pittance compared to what we have received from God!

Dear reader, I would beseech you to bear in mind that I am not inventing a new

doctrine by imagining what is not in the Scripture. Rather, I am digging out from

the Holy Writ a searching truth that lies completely hidden and conveniently

forgotten. How many sermons we hear on Acts 2:4! (“They were all filled with the

Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them

utterance.”) What about Acts 2:44? (“All who believed were together, and had all

things in common.”) Let thousand Christians assemble in a hall and keep shouting

in unknown languages. The world around them can scornfully ignore them. But if

a hundred of them would commit to a simple lifestyle to share their possessions with

the have-nots, the public cannot escape the sharp impact of such uncommon love.

Acts of charity need no interpretation for any language! Acts 2:44 is a more

convincing sign of the infilling of the Spirit of Love than Acts 2:4!

4. Offering & Charity

Even though tithing is not a binding law for the New Testament Christians, it’s

a systematic and virtuous spiritual discipline. Just like we call Sunday the Lord’s

Day and not the Sabbath, I would prefer to designate whatever money I set aside

for the Lord as the Lord’s money and not the “tithe.” The question is how much of

what we set aside for the Lord goes to help the poor, either in our personal planning

or in the church budget. What is spent for the poor is in no way inferior or

secondary to what is invested in a “spiritual” programme. After all what is given to

the poor is lent to the Lord! (Prov 19:17).
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This is where the Scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day failed. They were
meticulous about tithing for “religious” causes, but they forgot the poor. Pronouncing
woe on these religionists Jesus shocked them saying that meting out “justice” and
showing “mercy” to the poor and walking in “faithfulness” was “weightier” or more
important than legalistic tithing (Mt 23:23). Do we find it difficult to stomach this
teaching? Then we are the modern Pharisees!

If we quote Malachi 3:10 to teach tithing to the church, we should not neglect
the teaching of Deuteronomy 14:28,29 where God had commanded His people to
bring out the tithe of their produce for supporting the landless Levites, the
supportless strangers, the fatherless and the widows. Even though Jesus had
material needs for His itinerant ministry, He kept a money bag from which He and
His disciples would give to the poor (Jn 12:5,6; 13:29).

A question arises as to how much we should give to the poor. If we resurrect
John the Baptist and Zacchaeus, they would answer fifty percent! (Lk 3:11; 19:8).
Apostle Paul would urge us to give to the poor “bountifully, cheerfully, liberally and
richly” (2 Cor 9:6,7,13; 1 Tim 6:18). Incidentally, almost every church prints
“God loves a cheerful giver” on its appeal letters and  offering envelopes. Little
do we realize that the context of this text was the mobilisation of funds for the
poor (2 Cor 9)!

The seriousness with which God views our unkindness to the poor is seen in the
instant death of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:5,10). This couple had precisely
known that whatever they would place at the apostles’ feet would be distributed to
the poor and the needy (Acts 4:34,35). They could not perhaps imagine a situation
in which the poor would be uplifted, all would be treated alike in the church, and
they themselves would not be offered special seats! (Js 2:2-4). The pro-poor
message of John the Baptist had warned that fruitless trees would be cut down and
thrown into the fire (Lk 3:9-11). Ananias and Sapphira were felled as fruitless trees
wasting the ground!

5. Fasting & Charity

One of the most descriptive passages on fasting in the Old Testament is found
in Isaiah 58. There are two searching questions here from the Lord Almighty : “Is
it a fast that I have chosen?” “Is this not the fast that I have chosen?” (vv5,6). In
other words, the Lord rebukes His people about the wrong kind of fasting and
reveals to them how they can fast acceptably.

The people were sternly regular in their devotional habits. They prayed daily,
meditated the Scriptures delightfully, and endeavoured to walk in God’s
commandments diligently (Isa 58:2). In the day of their fast they wore sackcloth and
sat in ashes. Apparently they did not eat or drink and they looked sad and bowed
down (v 5). They had understood fasting only as an exercise of afflicting the soul (vv
3b, 5a). Objectively there was nothing wrong in what they practised, but it was all
for selfish reasons. They lusted for human applause instead of looking for divine
approval (vv 3a,4b). A more serious thing was that even on the day of fasting they
were exploiting their labourers (vv3,4).
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After rebuking His people for the wrong kind of fasting, God listed out the things

He desired under the discipline of fasting: (1) To loose the bonds of wickedness;
(2) To undo the heavy burdens; (3) To let the oppressed go free; (4) To break every

yoke; (5) To share bread with the hungry; (6) To bring home the poor who are cast

out; and (7) To cover the naked (Isa 58:6,7). All these seven acts of mercy are

summarised as, “Not to hide oneself from his own flesh.” In other words, fasting is

acceptable before God only when it is coupled with acts of mercy to our fellow men.

God calls us to fast our desires and pleasures in order to sacrificially minister to the
poor and the needy. Just forgoing a meal or two is not fasting in the full sense. It

is just one aspect of it.

Fasting is not exclusively a Christian exercise. It’s common in other religions

also. People fast for physiological reasons too. What makes Biblical fasting unique

is the self-denial associated with it in order to uplift the underprivileged. In reply to

the accusation of some Hindu fanatics that the Christian missonaries are converting

people by seduction of medical help and relief programmes, a Hindu scholar himself

has challenged them, “Why don’t you the Hindu temple priests do the same by
touching the lepers as Graham Staines did or taking in the unwanted babies from

dustbins as Mother Theresa?” The  compassion of Christ cannot be duplicated!

We have heard about fasting prayer for healing. But we have hardly come across

a sermon or a tract where charity is mentioned atleast as one of the “Seven Steps

to Healing!” However, the Bible promises in more than one place healing as a direct

result of charity. If we observe God’s chosen fast of self-denial for the good of the

poor, “THEN your light shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring

forth speedily ...” (Isa 58:8). Psalmist David had the same understanding. “Blessed

is he who considers the poor... The Lord will strengthen him on his bed of illness;

He will restore him on his sickbed” (Psa 41:1,3). This is where we need prophets to

restore forgotten truths to the Church. Prophets are God’s specialists who will find

out what hundreds of general practitioners have failed to see.

6. Preaching & Charity

Jesus testified from the Scriptures the very purpose of the coming of the Spirit

of the Lord on Him. “He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor... to set
at liberty those who are downtrodden” (Lk 4:18). The conclusive sign of attestation

of His messianic ministry was, “The poor have the gospel preached to them” (Lk 7:22).

Unfortunately we have spiritualized these passages. The “poor” does not mean

those who are “poor in spirit.” It refers to those in material poverty. The Tamil Bible

has translated it as “the poorest of the poor.” The ministry of Jesus was primarily

focussing on the destitutes and the downtrodden. In Heaven the poor will outnumber

the rich (Js 2:5; 1 Cor 1:27,28; Mt 19:23,24).

Handbills and wallposters for healing crusades have the text of Luke 7:22

printed on them: “The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
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hear!” We leave out “the dead are raised,” because we dare not call people to bring

dead bodies to be prayed for! But, why oh why have we dropped out “the poor have

the gospel preached to them?” Is it because we would rather have the affluent and

the wealthy fill up the front rows? Friends, listen! Until and unless we have learnt

to crowd our healing meetings with beggars, lepers, destitutes and the downtrodden,

we will not see miracles as expected. No mercy no miracles! Most of the miracles of

Jesus were performed out of compassion for the helpless. The first recorded miracle

of Jesus was performed for a wayside leper, and that of the early church was for

a beggar (Mt 8:1,2; Acts 3:2). These are not without significance. I urge healing

evangelists to get their handbills distributed in leprosariums, beggar colonies, blind

and deaf and dumb schools, homes for polio victims, invalids and mentally retarded,

and to platform dwellers, rather than at church gates. Better still, go out where

these unfortunate ones are and minister to them. Do the unusual, and you will

witness the extraordinary.

Peter, James and John formed the innermost core of the disciples of Jesus. They

undoubtedly had a closer and better understanding of the mind of their Master than

the rest of the disciples. They were considered as the “pillars” of the early Church.

All they asked Paul and Barnabas while sending them forth as missionaries to the

non-Jews was, “Remember the poor!” While writing this to the Galatian Christians

Paul added, “This very thing I also was eager to do” (Gal 2:9,10). I wonder whether

in any ordination service of pastors or commissioning service of evangelists or

dedication service of missionaries such pointed reference is made to the ministry to

the poor. Let’s reprioritize our activities. The eyes of the ignorant tribespeople must

be opened to escape exploitation by corrupt politicians and forest officials. People in

poverty under the yoke of bonded labour and cruel treatment of unscrupulous

businessmen and heartless landlords must be liberated. The backward sections of

society must be made to understand their dignity as men and women created by

God. The preaching of the Gospel must incorporate such radical and daring acts

of charity. Otherwise, why do we need the yoke-breaking anointing at all? (Lk

4:18,19; Isa 10:27c).

Dr. E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973) once remarked, “A spiritual gospel without a

social dimension is a soul without a body; a social gospel without the spiritual

content is a body without a soul. One is a ghost and other a corpse.” Christianity

primarily runs as three streams: Evangelicals, mainline denominations, and

Pentecostals. Evangelicals are strong in “Word.” Seventyfive percent of Bible

Commentaries, Study Bibles and other Biblical Research materials are produced by

this group. The mainline denominations have generally been good in “deeds” of

charity. Orphanages, hospitals and relief projects are examples. Pentecostals naturally

emphasize “signs and wonders.” According to Paul, “full gospel” means a healthy

combination of “word, deeds, signs and wonders” (Rom 15:18,19). How much

denominations need each other! One’s strength helps in the weakness of the other.
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7. Second Coming & Charity

While the computer world was getting increasingly worried about the Y2K

problem, we Christians have been optimistically looking forward to the Return of our

Beloved Lord. Nevertheless, lest we are ashamed at His coming, we must take a

serious note of one of the decisive factors of our eternal destiny. It’s about charity.

Its importance is seen in that the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy to “command” the

rich: “Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to

share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they

may lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim 6:17-19).

All through the New Testament we find that the Lord Jesus as well as His

apostles were quite hard on the rich people. Not that they were biased against the

rich because they themselves were not affluent, but they saw the inherent danger

in hoarding money which could have been shared with the have-nots. If God gives

us more than what we actually need, it is to share with those who are in acute need.

One of the severe warnings against hoarding riches came from James:  “Now listen,

you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you...

your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will testify against you... You have

lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence... The Judge is standing at the door!”

(Js 5:1-9). If we live with eternity in view, our attitude towards money and the poor

will radically change.

It will be incomplete if we conclude this article without looking at the very
familiar story of Lazarus the beggar and the rich man (Lk 16:19-31). Little would the

rich man have ever thought that his sins of omission would be solely responsible to

land him in hell. He should have atleast driven away or chained his dogs lest they

fought with the poor beggar for the crumbs that fell from his table! He did realize

his folly but it was too late then!

R. Stanley, 13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943 (WhatsApp)
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>  <evangelinestanley1@gmail.com>

- 8 -


