
MONSTER IN EVERY ROOM - Family 
Life Society presents MONSTER IN 
EVERY ROOM on 9 Oct ‘19 from 7:00pm 
- 9:30pm. Arm yourself and your Child 
with tools to conquer PORN. For parents 
and everyone who works with children. 
Register now bit.ly/mer_mail or call 
64880278. Only $10 per pax. 

‘REVIEW OF LIFE’ WORKSHOP by 
Caritas Singapore Formation Committee. 
How do we make sense of our daily life 
challenges? How do we see clearly with the 
eyes of faith, live the Gospel daily and grow 
in faith? Join us for 2 evenings to learn the 
‘Review of Life’ (ROL) method, to understand 
how to better integrate faith and life. 28 and 29 

Aug ‘19 (Wed and Thurs); 7.30pm - 9.30pm; 
in Agape Village (7A Lor 8 Toa Payoh).  For 
more information and registration, please 
refer to the Caritas Singapore website: www.
caritas-singapore.org or email to formation@
caritas-singapore.org.

LOVE LIFE CONFERENCE - Pregnancy 
Crisis & Support presents LOVE LIFE 
CONFERENCE on 27 Sept ‘19 from 7.15pm 
- 9.45pm. Embrace Life! Hear about the 
legal, medical and emotional aspects relating 
to the beginning of life, the options that all 
mothers have and the impact of abortion. 
Event is complimentary, register now bit.ly/
llc_mail or call 64880278! (Light dinner will 
be provided.) Introduction to the Prophets (Part 1 of 15)

The Hebrew Bible groups the Books of Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and that of the Twelve 
Minor prophets under the title of ‘Later 
Prophets’; this collection it puts after the 
Joshua-Kings group which it entitles ‘Earlier 
Prophets’. The Greek Bible puts the prophetic 
books after the Psalms and the Wisdom Books 
(the ‘Writings’ or ‘Hagiographa’) arranging 
them differently from the Hebrew and adding 
to them Lamentations and Daniel (which 
the Hebrew Bible places towards the end 
of its catalogue); it also contacts additional 
material not written, or not preserved, in 
Hebrew, including the Book of Baruch (after 
Jeremiah), the Letter of Jeremiah (after 
Lamentations), and the additions to the Book 
of Daniel. The Latin Vulgate has substantially 
adopted this arrangement but has followed 
the Hebrew in putting the minor after the four 
major prophets, and has appended the Letter 
of Jeremiah to the Book of Baruch which has 
been placed after Lamentations.

The nature of prophecy

To a greater or lesser degree and in varying 
forms, the great religions of antiquity always 
had their ‘inspired’ men who claimed to be 
speaking in the name of the god. This was 
particularly true of Israel’s neighbours: texts 
from the second millennium B.C. tell of 

prophetic activity at Mari on the Euphrates 
and at Byblos in Phoenicia. More detailed 
evidence comes from the Bible itself 
which speaks of the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of Baal summoned by Jezebel, a 
native of Tyre, and discomfited by Elijah 
on Mt. Carmel, 1 K 18:19-40; and the 
Bible goes on to speak of the four hundred 
prophets consulted by Ahab, 1 K 22:5-12. 
Like the former, these were a group of wild 
ecstatics, though they claimed to speak in 
the name of Yahweh. The claim was false, 
but evidently contemporary Yahwism 
recognised that such an institution was 
not in itself illegitimate. We find groups of 
‘inspired’ men in company with Samuel, 1 
S 10:5; 19:20, and in the time of Elijah, 1 
K 18:4, prophetic confraternities were in 
touch with Elisha, 2 K 2:3-18; 4:38f; 6:1f; 
9:1; this is the last we hear of them save for 
the allusion in Am 7:14. Under the influence 
of music, 1 S 10:5, they would either go into 
collective ecstasy that also affected their 
audience, 1 S 10:10; 19:20-24, or perform 
symbolic mimes, 1 K 22:11.

Elisha himself on one occasion resorted 
to music before prophesying, 2 K 3:15. 
More common with the prophets was the 
symbolic action; thus Ahijah of Shiloh, 
1 K 11:29f, but also Isaiah, Is 20:2-4, 
frequently Jeremiah, Jr 13:1f; 19:1f; 27:2f, 
notably Ezekiel, 4:1-5:4; 12: 17, 18; 21:23f; 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 976
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 26 August 2019 - SAT 31 August 2019
MON: 1 THES 1:1-5, 8B-10,  MT 23:13-22 TUE: 1 THES 2:1-8, MT 23:23-26 WED: 1 THES 
2:9-13, MT 23:27-32 THU: 1 THES 3:7-13, MK 6:17-29 FRI: 1 THES 4:1-8, MT 25:1-13 SAT: 
1 THES 4:9-11, MT 25:14-30

25 August 2019 Year CTwenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



provokes ‘abnormal’ manifestations 
but, as with the great mystics, these are 
incidental. It is important to notice that 
the prophet, like the mystic, is raised to a 
‘supranormal’ psychological state by this 

divine intervention. To deny this would be 
to reduce the prophet to the rank of poet or 
to credit him with the illusions of misguided 
visionaries. (to be continued……) 
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

PARISH NEWS 

MASS WITH ANOINTING OF THE 
SICK - 29 Sept ‘19 (Sun) at 11.00am English 
Mass. Kindly note the following Canonical 
Conditions for Anointing: 1. The anointing of 
the sick can be administered to a member of the 
faithful who, having reached the use of reason, 
begins to be in danger due to sickness or old 
age. 2. This sacrament can be repeated if the 
sick person, having recovered, again becomes 
gravely ill or if the condition becomes more 
grave during the same illness. For the sick who 
satisfy the Canonical Conditions and wish to 
receive the Anointing, please approach the 
Parish Secretary’s Office to furnish the details. 
Deadline: Sun 22 Sept ‘19 

MASS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
- Mass dedicated to the souls of the faithful 
departed whose remains are placed in the 
columbarium in our church, and for their 
family members is celebrated on 30 Aug ’19 
(Fri) at 7.20am and 5.30pm.  

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant 
Baptism service will be incorporated into 
11.00am Mass, held on 13 Oct ‘19 (Sun).  
Parents and Godparents are required to 
attend a preparatory session on Saturday, 12 
Oct ‘19 at 3.30pm. Application Forms can 
be obtained from the Parish Office and must 
be submitted by 10 Sept ‘19 (Tue).     

MASS FOLLOWED BY PRAYERS FOR 
HEALING - You are invited to join us for 
praise and worship and Mass followed by 

prayers for healing. After mass, prayer teams 
will be available to pray with you for healing. 
7 Sept ‘19 from 2.00pm - 4.00pm at the 
Church of Sts Peter and Paul. Please spread 
the word to your family and friends. Organised 
by Praise@Work Celebrant. Fr. Charlie Oasan 
For more information, E:praiseatworksg@
yahoo.com; T: 97472467. All are welcome, no 
registration is needed. 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 

JESUS4EVERYONE - ‘Faith is strengthened 
when it is given to others!’St. John Paul II . 
Tell others about Jesus.

PIETA is a support group for bereaved 
parents who seek God’s comfort, wisdom 
and hope through prayer and reflection on 
the WORD OF GOD. Our next monthly 
session (every 4th Tues of the month) is on 
Tue 27 Aug ‘19, 7:30pm at Agape Village, 
Toa Payoh Lor 8. Contact us via email: pieta.
singapore@gmail.com or facebook: https://
facebook.com/PietaSingapore 

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A 
PRIORITY! “Marriage is a project to 
be worked on together ... and a process 
of growth.” - Pope Francis (Amoris 
Laetitia, no. 218, 221).  Good marriages 
can always be made better.  To deepen and 
refine your couple relationship, sign up 
for one of the coming Marriage Encounter 
Weekends: 4 - 6 Oct, 1 - 3 Nov & 6 - 8 
Dec. Contact David & Clara @ 96705390 
or mewkend@gmail.com 

37:15f. During these performances, or on 
other occasions, their behaviour was at 
times extravagant and their psychological 
states abnormal, but these things were 
only incidental to the proper work of 
those prophets whose actions and words 
the Bible preserves for us. In this they are 
sharply distinguished from the ecstatics of 
the ancient prophetic confraternities.

Nevertheless, they are called by the same 
name, nabi. Doubtless the derived verb 
sometimes means ‘to be beside oneself’, 
1 S 18:10 and elsewhere, from the way in 
which certain ‘prophets’ behaved, but this 
secondary use does not affect the original 
meaning of the noun itself. It is more 
probable that this noun is connected with 
a root that means ‘to call, to proclaim’. 
The nabi is therefore either ‘he who is 
called’ or ‘he who proclaims’; these two 
meanings together describe the essence 
of prophecy in Israel. The prophet is the 
bearer and interpreter of the word of God. 
This is succinctly expressed in two parallel 
passages: in Ex 4:15-16, Aaron is the 
interpreter of Moses, Aaron the ‘mouth’ 
of Moses, Moses ‘the god who inspired 
him’; in Ex 7:1, Moses is to be ‘a god for 
Pharaoh’, and Aaron his ‘prophet’ (nabi). 
We are reminded of the words of Yahweh to 
Jeremiah: ‘I am putting my words into your 
mouth’, Jr 1:9. The prophets are aware that 
their message is from God, introducing it 
with the words ‘Yahweh says this’, ‘Word 
of Yahweh’, ‘Oracle of Yahweh’.

This word compels them and they must 
speak it: ‘The Lord Yahweh speaks: who 
can refuse to prophesy?’ Amos cries, Am 
3:8, and Jeremiah struggles vainly in its 
grip, Jr 20:7-10.

At a point in their lives each received an 
irresistible divine call, Am 7:15; Is 6, cf. 
especially Jr 1:4-10, and was chosen as 
God’s envoy, Is 6:8; the price of attempting 
to elude this vocation is stated in the early 
part of the story of Jonah. These men were 

sent to proclaim God’s demands and to 
be ‘signs’ of this divine will in their own 
persons. For it is not only the words they 
speak and the actions they perform that 
tell of God, but their whole lives. Hosea’s 
unhappy marriage is a symbol, Ho 1-3; 
Isaiah walks naked for a portent, Is 20:3, 
and he with his children are ‘signs and 
portents’, Is 8:18; the life of Jeremiah is 
itself a lesson, Jr 16; Ezekiel is ‘a sign for 
the House of Israel’ when he carries out the 
strange commands of God, Ezk 4:3; 12:6, 
11; 24:24.

The divine message comes to them in 
various ways: by vision as in Is 6, Ezk 1, 2, 
8, etc., Dn 8-12, Zc 1-6 (but rarely by night, 
cf. Nb 12:6; cf. Dn 7; Zc 1:8f), by hearing, 
but most often by internal inspiration (in 
this sense we are usually to understand the 
formulae: ‘The word of Yahweh came to 
me’, ‘Word of Yahweh to …’), sometimes 
unexpectedly, sometimes occasioned by 
some quite ordinary circumstance like the 
sight of an almond branch, Jr 1:11, of two 
baskets of figs, Jr 24, or a visit to the potter’s 
workshop, Jr 18: 1-4. Equally various are 
the methods the prophets use to convey 
their message: lyrical fragments, prose 
narratives, in parable or direct speech, curt 
oracular style or the various literary forms 
of exhortation, diatribe, sermon, proverb, 
formal psalms, love songs, satire, funeral 
lament, etc.

This variety in both reception and 
transmission of the divine message is in 
large part due to the individual temperament 
and natural talents of each prophet. Yet 
beneath this variety there is something 
all have in common: the genuine prophet 
is fully aware that he is a mouthpiece, no 
more; his words though his own are not his 
own. He has no doubt that the word of God 
has come to him and that he must pass it 
on to others. The source of this conviction 
is a mysterious, we may call it mystical, 
experience of a direct contact with God. 
As we have said, the divine seizure often 
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