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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th January, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

 
91. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Armstrong and J Armstrong. 
 
92. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 101 and took no part in the discussion or 
decision thereon.  
 
93. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no reports from County Councillors. 
 
94. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th November, 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
95. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 80 - Rubbish had been cleared from the beck. 
 
Minute 83(vi) - Invoices had been received and paid over the Christmas recess.  
 
96. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £280.18 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for January. 
(ii) £70.00 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for January.  
(iii) £227.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of works around the Community Hall. 
(iv) £100.00 to Newton Hall Roofing in respect of repairs to the Community Hall roof.   
(v) £45.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 26th Nov 2014 £ 189.62 Clerk’s wages    No. 739 
(ii) 26th Nov 2014 £ 47.60 HMRC     No. 740 
(iii) 31st Dec 2014 £ 189.82 Clerk’s wages    No. 741 
(iv) 31st Dec 2014 £ 47.40 HMRC     No. 742 
(v) 26th Nov 2014 £ 45.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 743 
(vi) 26th Nov 2014 £ 79.45 Zurich Municipal    No. 744 
(vii) 6th Jan 2015 £ 674.40 Northumbrian Water   No. 745 
(viii) 14th Jan 2015 £ 53.00 Zurich Municipal    No. 746 

 
Cheque No. 744 had been issued to Zurich Municipal in respect of the additional premium to 
add the youth shelter to the policy.  The cheque had gone astray and Zurich had requested it 
be reissued in the sum of £53.00.  Cheque 744 had not been presented for payment. 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £7,989.04 
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Barclays  £685.23 
Barclays (Savings) £32,014.03 
Unity Trust  £2,828.68 

 
(d) Quarterly Financial Report 

 
Copies of the quarterly financial report for the period July to September 2014 were circulated 
for information. 

 
97. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Energie Kontor - Details of public exhibition on proposed wind farm at Windy 
Hill, Lanchester. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(b) Thornhill Primary School - Request for donation towards County Durham School 
Benevolent Fund.  
Resolved: That no donation be made.  

 
98. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

(i) WH Smith & 
Sons 

South Shields Farm 
Cornsay 

Erection of single wind turbine with max tip 
height of 19.9m and associated works  
 

 Resolved: That concerns be expressed in relation to the number of wind turbines in the area 
and the impact upon the landscape and Conservation Area.  

 
99. PRECEPT 2015/2016 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in relation to the current financial position of the 
Council and the Precept for 2015/2016.  
 
A range of budget options were considered and the Council’s financial requirements for the 
forthcoming year were discussed.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the current financial position be noted.  
 
(ii) That the balance on the Barclays accounts be ringfenced as the community buildings fund.  
 
(iii) That the remainder of the contingency budget at the year end be ringfenced and carried forward.  
 
(iii) That other funds remaining at the year end be transferred to the community building ringfenced 
fund. 
 
(iv) That budget option 3 be agreed and the Precept be set at £12,694.00, an increase of 5% on the 
previous year.  
 
100. ANNUAL PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS 
 
The annual play area inspections for Cornsay Village and Cornsay Colliery were due.  Wicksteed 
Leisure were able to undertake the inspections at a cost of £45.00 per site.   
 
Resolved: That Wicksteed Leisure be requested to undertake the inspections. 
 
101. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE REPAIRS 
 
The Clerk reported that damage had been caused to the hall roof following high winds on 10th and 
11th January.  Arrangements had been made to have the roof repaired as a matter of urgency.  The 
work had been completed by Newton Hall Roofing at a cost of £100.00 
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Repairs to the guttering, downpipes and walls had been completed by Stephen Makepeace of 
Makepeace Landscapes in order to ensure that the building was watertight during the winter weather.    
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
102. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE – STAGE 3 LOTTERY APPLICATION 
 
(a) Architect 

 
The Clerk reported on progress made by the Architect and professional team.  Copies of 
plans were circulated for information, together with a copy of the initial landscape design. 
 

(b) NWL Invoice 
 
The engineer had required various information from Northumbrian Water in order to develop 
services and drainage schemes for the new building. The cost of obtaining this information 
was £562.00 plus VAT.  
 
In order to obtain the information so that the scheme could be progressed, agreement had 
been obtained from a number of members over the Christmas period to pay the invoice, 
which had now been submitted to the BIG Lottery for reclaim against the development grant.  
 

(c) PwC Report 
 
In order to satisfy the BIG Lottery that VAT was being properly accounted for and to ensure 
that the Council’s interests are met, it has been necessary to obtain formal advice on the VAT 
position.  
 
HMRC were unable to give specific advice on the project, and the Clerk had therefore 
approached PriceWaterhouseCoopers who had offered initial advice on the project 
previously.  
 
PwC had quoted £1,500.00 plus VAT to provide a report detailing the VAT position and 
following agreement by Members over Christmas, PwC had been instructed.  The report 
would be available shortly.  
 

(d) Finance 
 
The professional team had provided updated costs for their work, reflecting the fact that 
original quotations dated from 2012.  Details of costs and amounts paid for this stage of the 
project had been circulated.  
 
The agreement with the architects (BHA) provided that 70% of the fee was due on submission 
of a building regulations application, with the remaining 30% due on completion of technical 
drawings.  
 
In view of the amount of work already undertaken by BHA, they had asked whether the 
Council would be agreeable to paying 50% of the fees at this stage, amounting to £8,000.00 
plus VAT, with the remaining 50% to be paid at the end of March.  
 

(e) Development Officer  
 
Funding was being sought from the BIG Lottery to cover the costs of a Development Officer 
for two years. 
 
BIG had advised that, as the organisation being funded, they would expect the Council to be 
the employer of the person in this role.  

 
Resolved: (i) That the report be noted. 
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(ii) That BHA be paid £8,000.00 plus VAT for work completed to date, with the remaining 50% to be 
paid on completion of the works required at this stage.  
 
 
103. TRANSPARENCY CODE FOR SMALLER AUTHORITIES 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 set out a new audit framework under which smaller 
authorities whose turnover did not exceed £25,000 would be exempt from routine audit.   
 
Although this was not likely to affect the Council at this time, the Act also required authorities to 
publish a variety of information on the Council’s governance and accounts.  Details of the information 
required to be published had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
104. MEDIA POLICY 
 
Following the recent changes to the rules in respect of the filming and recording of Council meetings, 
NALC had produced a model Media Policy to help parish councils. 
 
A copy of the policy had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the policy be approved and adopted.  
 
105. LEGISLATIVE REFORM ORDER – LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ELECTRONIC 

COMMUNICATONS) ORDER 2015 
 
This Order modified the provisions of Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972  which required 
the summons to a meeting to be left at or sent to a members usual place or residents, to allow 
members to give consent to the summons to be transmitted in electronic form to an email address 
provided by a member.  
 
Resolved: That any member who wished to received agendas and papers by email advise the Clerk 
in writing.  
 
106. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
107. CLERK’S WAGES 
 
The National Joint Council for Local Government had reached agreement on the pay award for 
January 2015 to April 2016, which covered a one-off payment and increases across salary points.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk’s wages be increased in line with the NJC agreement. .   
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 
 
 
 


