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From the Editor

Taking the
Chance

Contact Jennifer

Last month, I caught up with Schannon Yodice, otherwise known as That Tile Chick. I learned she was a fellow Jersey
girl, and could relate how she had a desire to head south for a warmer climate. But, there were more reasons for her
move to Houston, TX, other than temperature. Check out the entire interview in this month’s Contractor Spotlight.
Schannon shares her personal experience about her complete life change, as well as what drives her to be the best at
what she does.

What I took away from my chat with the inspiring young tile contractor is that if you aren’t happy in your current
situation, it’s never too late to make a change. It might seem scary and unattainable, but anything is possible if you are
determined. Also, it is okay to ask questions and look to those with experience for advice. Education is also key to
success. That Tile Chick has grown an impressive social media presence, which she uses as an opportunity to not only
demonstrate her skills, but to share her experiences and knowledge with others to overall bene�t the industry.

If you would like to tell your story, please let me know. Sharing experiences is a way of learning from each other, and
helps us realize we are not alone in our journey.
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TRENDING TILES

Getting Creative
Merola Tile demonstrates the endless
possibilities of designing with tile.  

 CLICK HERE

A Twist on a Classic
Traditional black and white tile receives an
upgrade with the Cementine Black & White
patterned tile from Arizona Tile.   
CLICK HERE

A Touch of Bling
Add a little glam to a bar or kitchen backsplash
with the Link collection from Emser Tile.  

 CLICK HERE

Patterns and Shapes
Akdo USA emphasizes the continued
trend of designing with patterns and
shapes with its  Plaza Nueva Rampa
series. 

 CLICK HERE
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CONTRACTOR
S P O T L I G H T

That Tile Chick

This month, TILE caught up with Schannon Yodice, more commonly known as That
Tile Chick. While the young tile contractor spent almost a decade in a career as an
accountant, she fondly remembers spending time with her dad over summer
breaks learning his trade of stone masonry. Learn more about Yodice and how
social media has played a large part in growing her business.
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FEATURED
PRODUCT

511 Impregnator Sealer

by Miracle Sealants

Use the professionals' trusted choice since 1983 to protect all
medium to dense stone, tile, brick and more. This innovative,
easy-to-use sealer quickly dries invisible, and gets deep into
surfaces to resist moisture and stains while still allowing water
vapor to escape. It is ideal for use on a wide variety of stone
types in kitchens, bathrooms, patios, driveways and other
interior and exterior surfaces.

CHECK OUT VIDEO NOW.
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A Tale of
Two Fire Stations

CASE STUDY

San Antonio fire rescue stations opt for the
best of the best in tile installation

Gauged porcelain wall panels added a touch of luxury to the kitchen and bathroom at two major �re stations in San Antonio, TX. Photo courtesy of Bostik

J&R Tile, Inc. is clearly, a very unique company as one of the 50 National Tile Contractor Association (NTCA) “Five-
Star” tile installation specialists in the U.S. In 2021, family ownership of this 38-year-old �rm changed hands to the
second generation. New owner, Erin Albrecht, is insistent that every single project J&R Tile takes on is handled
with integrity and total professionalism. This includes using top-of-the-line installation products that are readily
accessible and making sure her team of installers is 100% knowledgeable with how to best utilize them.

“People tended to say it looked more like a spa than a �re station, and that was our intent,” said Cesar Garcia of DSA Architects about when visiting Bexar County
Fire Station. “The building needed to be a place where the �re�ghters wanted to be. These �rst-responders deserve a facility where they spend half of their time
away from family.” Photo courtesy of Bostik

An opportunity recently came up for J&R Tile, where
Albrecht’s team was called upon to install large-format tile,
including gauged porcelain wall panels, at two major San
Antonio �re stations. “We worked early in pre-construction
with DSA Architects (De Munbrun, Scarnato Associates, Inc.)
that had the vision of not just using sustainable products,
but ones that made sense for the form and function of the
project with anti-microbial porcelain products, as well as
grout and adhesives that would have a system warranty with
Bostik,” said Albrecht.

“People tended to say it looked more like a spa than a �re
station, and that was our intent,” said Cesar Garcia of DSA
Architects about when visiting Bexar County Fire Station.
“The building needed to be a place where the �re�ghters
wanted to be. These �rst-responders deserve a facility
where they spend half of their time away from family.”

“We did a lot of things differently here at the �re station,”
explained Triniti Vigil, J&R’s director of �eld operations. “In
the wet areas, much of the tile used was large-format
gauged porcelain panels, for both walls and �oors.”

Erin Albrecht added, “We �rst reached out to Bostik,
because we were really interested in various projects they
were doing in the tile community with their new technology
of Bosti-Set™  for gauged porcelain panels, which we often
install at J&R Tile. Frankly, there is no way that we could
have had the e�ciency that we did if we had used another
product rather than Bosti-Set, and also, their single-
component grouts, TruColor® RapidCure™ and
Dimension® RapidCure.”

The installation team from J&R Tile relied on Bosti-Set™ for
gauged porcelain panels from Bostik to achieve a successful
outcome. Photo courtesy of J&R Tile

Bosti-Set is a one-component, non-sag, easy-to-trowel adhesive that is speci�cally formulated for the installation of thin gauged porcelain tile panels on interior,
vertical surfaces or countertops. Photo courtesy of J&R Tile

“Because Bosti-Set is a single-step product, I don’t have to worry about errors,” said Vigil. “It was as easy as
opening up another bucket, applying and then moving on. Our crew didn’t have to overthink it. And we have no
failures in the �eld.”

Kevin Clarkson is the Fire Chief of District 7 Fire Rescue in the San Antonio metroplex. “The second �re station
was a much larger station than the original one,” he said. “It represented a sizable investment for the community,
and we wanted to make sure this investment would last. In particular, the bathrooms and bunkrooms had to be
very comfortable for our 12 �re�ghters. After all, we’re going to be using this station for years and years to come.”

“It seemed as if it were a ‘�rst’ for everyone who saw the systems that were going into the showers and the
countertops,” said Garcia. “Response was very positive.”

“Conceptually, the large-format tile on both �oors and walls with minimum grout joints with the same assembly components and grouts is now a concept for �re
stations that will be built after this initial one,” said Erin Albrecht, owner of J&R Tile. Photo courtesy of J&R Tile

“It seemed as if it were a ‘�rst’ for everyone who saw the
systems that were going into the showers and the countertops,”
said Garcia. “Response was very positive.”

Albrecht added, “Conceptually, the large-format tile on both
�oors and walls with minimum grout joints with the same
assembly components and grouts is now a concept for �re
stations that will be built after this initial one. Any time our
installation team learns a new skill, we consider that a success
here at J&R. They’re growing professionally, we have more to
offer our customers and clients, and we’re excited to see what
Bostik comes up with next.”

Bosti-Set is a one-component, non-sag, easy-to-trowel
adhesive that is speci�cally formulated for the installation of
thin gauged porcelain tile panels on interior, vertical surfaces or
countertops. This adhesive has a rapid set feature in which you
can install tile and reposition the tiles for up to 30 minutes with
no slip or sag. With this revolutionary adhesive, it is only
needed to be applied to the back of the tile, which saves time
for the install, compared to the conventional application of thin-
setting the wall as well as the tile.

Bostik’s TruColor® RapidCure™ grout was also used for the project.
Photo courtesy of J&R Tile

“Our team really enjoyed working on these J&R Tile projects,” said Adam Abell, Bostik’s senior marketing manager –
surface preparation & tiling products. “Across the board, all of those involved were positive, insightful and really
‘into it.’ It was great to see our customers work with Bosti-Set as the solution for large-format gauged porcelain
tile and hear them tell us that Bostik continues to provide the time-saving solutions that they appreciate.”
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Technical
FOCUS

Gauged Porcelain Tile Panels & Slabs:
Decorative, Durable and in Demand
by John McIntyre

With homeowner and the design community seeking large, luxurious and low maintenance products, Gauge Porcelain Tile Panels/Slabs (GPTP/S), also called
thin tile, �nds itself in the mainstream. Photos courtesy of Sika

More customers are going big with their surface of choice for new construction and renovation tiling projects.
Gauged porcelain tile panels and slabs, or GPTP/S, provide everything customers demand from a �nished surface.
Customers insist on large, luxurious and low maintenance. And now, GPTP/S, also called thin tile, �nds itself in the
mainstream.

What’s not to like about gauged porcelain tile?  It’s highly resistant to stains, scratches, freeze-thaw cycles, abrasions
and UV. The medium has a versatility that allows some manufacturers to provide the look of stone without saddling
customers with the constant upkeep that is characteristic of true stone. And in terms of size, the options are almost
limitless for interior installations (so long as the site and entryways will accommodate), suiting those customers
desiring clean tile surfaces uninterrupted by grids of grout joints.

At the Heart of the Trend

Gauged porcelain tile panels/slabs are porcelain tiling materials that measure 1 meter by 1 meter (roughly 11 square
feet) or larger. Pieces smaller than these dimensions are simply gauged porcelain tile. The larger you go, the more
planning and preparation are required, but I will cover that later.

 GPTP/S are widely known as thin tile because their distinctive density lends uncanny stability to their slim 3.5 mm to
6.5 mm pro�le. This same feature allows more square footage to be transported per container compared with
conventional tile. However, this density greatly increases the weight of the panels, necessitating more tools and
manpower to apply properly.

Advances in technology have allowed for beautiful GPTP/S installations, such as this bathroom.

Installers Keep Up with the Trend

The more dynamic tilers in our industry have already
embraced the GPTP/S trend. They have been able to
increase their charging rates appropriately around the
additional material, tool and manpower expenses that
these jobs bring. They have also grown their bottom
lines by offering the more skilled installations to
customers very willing to pay for gorgeous �nished
surfaces that will last several lifetimes.

Tilers staying ahead of the curve are taking advantage
of training opportunities that instruct the proper
methods for installing GPTP/S. Jobs that require
upholding ANSI A108.19 speci�cations will need teams
to have completed a quali�ed installer program before
they can proceed.

Organizations like the Ceramic Tile Education
Foundation (CTEF) provide training and Advanced
Certi�cation for Tile Installers (ACT) speci�c to GPTP/S
to prepare tilers for these unique applications.
 Additionally, the National Tile Contractors Association
(NTCA) works with panel manufacturers and tile-setting
product manufacturers like Sika to provide hands-on
training to professionals at all experience levels.

Tiling professionals are also assigning the correct
number of quali�ed people to undertake GPTP/S
installations. No fewer than four installers are needed to
ensure safe, secure application of these oversized tiles.
These teams are also amassing the right tools for the
job. Slab tables, notched diamond blades and pro�ling
wheels are being added to the work trucks for onsite
cutting, while slab-handling systems and vibrating
suction cups grant adequate control to set the panels
and slabs properly to achieve the required mortar
transfer. These upfront investments pay off
handsomely as the demand for your teams’ skilled
installations rises.

Tile-setting material manufacturers are constantly improving and expanding
their offerings to satisfy the increasing demand for GPTP/S as well as the
speci�cations that guide sound installations.

Industry Standards Keep Up with the Trend

The ANSI A108.19 Technical Committee periodically updates the quali�ed trainer program.  This makes sure quali�ed
installers are up to date on the evolving language and techniques for successful GPTP/S installations. The Ceramic
Tile Education Foundation (CTEF) also offers courses and advanced certi�cations for tile installers speci�c to GPTP/S.
Moreover, the 2021 International Building Code (IBC) upgraded the allowable size of facade-installed panels and slabs
to a maximum of 48 x 48 or 36 x 72 inches. The change from the previous year’s 20- x 20- or 12- x 24-inch cutoff was
driven by input from International Masonry Institute and TCNA, and widely applauded by architects yearning to
incorporate the larger porcelain pieces.

Tilers staying ahead of the curve are taking advantage of training opportunities that instruct the proper methods for installing GPTP/S.

Manufacturers Keep Up with the Trend

Tile-setting material manufacturers are constantly improving and expanding their offerings to satisfy the increasing
demand for GPTP/S as well as the speci�cations that guide sound installations. For example, thorough surface
preparation is compulsory for GPTP/S �oor and wall installs. To achieve the level tolerance outlined in A108.19,
materials like SikaLevel®-025 Patch compound and the array of SikaLevel® self-levelling underlayments offer highly
performant user-friendly solutions to all manner of substrate defects.

Due to the greater amount of time it takes to properly set GPTP/S and achieve the appropriate adhesive coverage,
product open-time becomes a factor. One solution is to use a liquid-applied membrane over highly absorptive
substrates to prevent them from leeching adhesive moisture.   Membranes like SikaTile®-100 Moisture Guard prolong
open times, while also delivering strong waterproo�ng and crack isolation properties that contribute to longer-lasting,
more reliable installations.

Adhesives that meet ANSI A118.15TE standards are specially formulated to provide protracted open-times for GPTP/S
placement. They additionally display the non-sag properties essential to vertical GPTP/S applications. Manufacturers
have further developed lightweight, high-yield mortars that eliminate considerable poundage from GPTP/S
applications. Adhesives like SikaTile®-475 LHT Premium Set and SikaTile®-500 LHT Lite cut much of the backbreaking
burden associated with back troweling mortar onto the GPTP/S, upholding work rate and reducing installer fatigue.
These full-contact adhesives also make it easier to attain the 80 percent coverage for walls and 85 percent coverage
for �oors outlined in A108.19 to properly secure the heavy porcelain panels.

Manufacturers also offer grouts and sealants that are optimal for GPTP/S installations. Grout joints for these projects
tend to run between 1/16 and 1/8 inches. Like other tile installations, the inclusion of expansion joints helps guarantee
the longevity of the GPTP/S surface. TCNA Handbook entry EJ171 Movement Joint Guidelines gives clear proven
direction for placement of expansion joints to complete a compliant installation. Elastomeric, 100-percent-silicone
sealants like Sikasil®-N Plus have extremely long service lives that afford remarkable expansion for enduring GPTP/S
surfaces. Panels installed on interior vertical surfaces can receive a wide variety of high-performance, ready-to-use,
polymer-modi�ed cementitious and epoxy grouts. Exterior surfaces and interior �oors demand resilient solutions like
cementitious, ready-to-use and epoxy grouts. SikaTile® Ultima Grout is a strong example of a grout that is suitable for
both �oors and walls in interior and exterior applications. It is a top-line grout with colored quartz technology that
provides stain resistance and easy cleanability worthy of the porcelain it is applied to. The consistent color
complements the GPTP/S for the life of the installation.

Are You Setting a Trend?

The gauged porcelain tile panel and slab trend is shaping our industry, as well as the world around us. The demand for
these mammoth maintenance-free surfaces increases year over year.  As an industry, we are keeping pace with the
trend. Individually, it is up to each installer to upgrade their tool arsenal, stay current on the changing GPTP/S
regulations and familiarize themselves with the manufacturers and materials essential to successful job completion.

John McIntyre is a �eld technical representative for Sika. His construction professional experience
began in his teens and has taken him through all avenues of the tiling industry. Following nearly a
decade in tile materials distribution and manufacturing, McIntyre served in technical sales for tile
setting materials manufacturer, Merkrete, until 2020. Aside from his duties at Sika, McIntyre devotes his
time evaluating CTIs for CTEF.
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ProductShowcase

::: TILE TOOLS & ACCESSORIES

by Alpha® Tools

ESC-150 Miter Cutting Kit

by Custom Building Products

SuperiorBilt® Premium Notch Trowels

by M-D Pro

M-D Smart Tool

by MK Diamond

The MK-101-24 Tile Saw

by Progress Pro�le

Proleveling System and Proleveling Wedges System

by Wagner Meters

DataGrabber Data Loggers Accessories for Use with Rapid RH L6 Concrete
Moisture Test

by wedi

Fundo Ligno Shower Kit
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PODCASTScott Higginbotham

Scott Higginbotham of Dry-Treat discusses
the different sealers on today’s market and
some common misconceptions about them.
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TILE
Online
INDUSTRY UPDATES
Sika, Merkrete Boost Customer Service Through CTEF Training
PENDLETON, SC � Continuously increasing their value to customers and partners, Sika’s and Merkrete’s technical
sales teams met for tile-setting training at the Ceramic Tile Education Foundation (CTEF) last month.

READ MORE

TISE Announces 2023 Dates
The International Surface Event (TISE): SURFACES | StonExpo/Marmomac | TileExpo will take place as a hybrid event
with in-person exhibits and virtual components January 31 to Februrary 2, 2023.

READ MORE

WEB EXCLUSIVES
Bedrock Tile Commits to the Environment
Pete Brown, founder of the Northampton, United Kingdom-based company, shares reasons and bene�ts to becoming
certi�ed as a carbon neutral company.

READ MORE

What to Know About Self-Leveling Underlayments for Tile Installations
Due to the growth of large-format and gauged porcelain tile (GPT), the use of self-leveling underlayments (SLUs) have
also become more frequent in tile installations.    

READ MORE

Calendar of Events

April 26 to 28, 2022
HD Expo + Conference

 Las Vegas, NV

 

 

June 13 to 15, 2022
NeoCon

 Chicago, IL

 

 

MORE MORE

November 6 to 8, 2022
Total Solutions Plus

 Indian Wells, CA

 

 

September 26 to 30, 2022
Cersaie

 Bologna, Italy

 

 

MOREMORE
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