
Sermon 35: Revelation 10:1-11: Interlude: Part 1

OUTLINE

Other interpretations
Our interpretation

INTRODUCTION

In any good story, you don’t want to know the end before you have got to the end.  The 
book of Revelation though is full of spoilers.  Because of the terrible time that the Church 
has of it until Christ returns God constantly reminds us of the end.  As we come to 
Revelation 10-11 we have what is called an interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpet.  The 
main purpose of the interlude is to encourage the Church.  We see in 10:7 the certainty and 
finality of the end, and in chapter 11 the preservation and faithfulness of the church.  This is
the second time, in a set of 7 judgements that God gives us insight into the Church’s 
position in relation to all the judgements that have been poured out.  In chapter 7 we saw 
the seal interlude and the church was the numbered and sealed people of God who dwell in 
peace in God’s presence.  The trumpet interlude is also made up of two visions.  The first 
has to do with John’s recommissioning as prophet and introduces chapter 11 which is all 
about the preserved witness of the church.  Hope and preservation are the themes, and 
these are necessary due to the many judgements being poured out and many enemies to be
revealed.  

This interlude is not to be thought of as a chronological event that occurs between the 6 th 
and 7th trumpet.  Like the former interlude it is out of chronology.  Chapter 11 especially is 
prior to the 6 trumpets and explains them, they are the judgements described in chapter 11.
It is a theological interpretation of the role and suffering of the church not a chronological 
account.  Today we will deal with chapter 10 touching on how others have read it and then 
give our interpretation.

Others interpretations

The Historicist view sees chapter 10-11 as the Reformation and God’s judgement against the
Roman Catholic Church.  The angel from heaven they say is Christ.  The little scroll is the 
bible that is translated into the vernacular of the people.  ‘During the period immediately 
following the fall of the Byzantine Empire, the Bible became available (an open book) to the 
masses after two developments: the invention of the movable type printing press in 1436 or 
1437, coupled with the making of several translations into the contemporary European 
languages. The opening of the Bible to the average man came at the end of a chain of 
events:
(1) the migration of many Greek scholars to western Europe, coupled with the acceleration 
of printing in Holland and Germany (1453);
(2) the Greek language first being taught in European universities (1458);
(3) the printing of the Greek New Testament by Erasmus (1516);



(4) Zwingli printing the first Swiss New Testament (1518);
(5) Luther publishing the New Testament in German (1522);
(6) Tyndale’s English New Testament and the Swedish Bible (1526);
(7) the Danish Bible (1537);
(8) the “Great Bible” commanded to be placed in every English church (1539); and
(9) the King James Version (1611).’1

 The loud voice of the angel is the voice of the preaching Reformers and their challenge 
against Rome.  The 7 thunders have received various interpretations such as the 7 crusades;
the 7 wars between the Reformation and the French Revolution; the 7 kingdoms that 
embraced the Reformation; or the 7 papal anathemas pronounced against the Reformation 
and are therefore not worthy of being written down.  The mystery of God to be revealed is 
the fall of the antichrist.  The scroll is the gospel which provokes bitter persecution.  John’s 
eating of it represents gospel ministers who preach (prophesy).  

The Preterists view this chapter as part of the fall of Jerusalem.  The angel is Christ, He 
stands on the land and sea representing the Gentile nations and His voice represents war.  
The 7 thunders are not known and left uninterpreted by the majority.  The mystery to be 
revealed is the gospel which after the epoch ending event of the fall of Jerusalem will 
consolidate a people from both Jews and Gentiles.  There will be no more delay refers to a 
1st century beginning.  The eating of the scroll is seen to be a mirror of Ezekiel’s eating of 
the scroll and Ezekiel was called to prophesy the final fall of Jerusalem to Babylon, this is 
thought to confirm a Jerusalem centric interpretation.  

The futurist sees the angel of chapter 10 as Christ/or just an angel.  The little scroll is 
thought to be either OT prophecies for Israel during the Great Tribulation, or the message 
for the church for their persecution in chapter 11, there is no consensus on what it 
represents.  The 7 thunders are variously interpreted from those who refuse to speculate to 
others who talk about the thunders being the judgements Christ suffered on our behalf 
whose torment will always be a mystery to us.  The mystery to soon be fulfilled will be God 
allowing the reign of satan in I assume the reign of the antichrist.  Others see it as the 
revealing of God’s kingdom on earth and others as the unveiling of all mysteries.  The eating
of the little scroll is seen as eating God’s word before delivering it, or the message of God’s 
word as a word of grace and wrath.  

Our interpretation

We understand this chapter to be speaking about an angel from heaven who announces the 
certainty of the end of all things 10:7, but also commissions John and the church with an 
important task before the end comes.  

In verse 1 we find our perspective moved from heaven where it has been, 8:1 and to be 
fully grounded on the earth.  And so we see an angel coming down from heaven, v1, ‘Then I

1 Gregg, S. (1997). Revelation, four views: a parallel commentary (Re 10:1–4). Nashville, TN: T. Nelson
Publishers.



saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow 
over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire.’  You have heard 
how many have seen this angel as Christ Himself, and that due to the phenomenon usually 
only accompanying the very presence of God.  We see a rainbow like the one around the 
throne in 4:3; we see a cloud reminding us of the Son of Man approaching the Ancient of 
Days, Dan. 7:13; we see his face shining like the sun like Christ’s in 1:16; legs like pillars of 
fire like the Theophany in the wilderness, as well as a voice like a lion, perhaps the Lion of 
Judah.  For all the indications of Christ we still hold this to be an angel, primarily because it 
is described as ‘another’ angel and Jesus is unique.  We see this angel so dressed in the 
glory of Christ Himself because the actions and message he is about to bring are so 
important and need all the weight of Christ’s glory behind them to give us assurance of their
veracity.  

We see this message represented by the little scroll in verse 2, ‘He had a little scroll open in 
his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land.’  More important 
than the size of the scroll is the fact that it is open, this is most likely the scroll that the lamb
has unsealed and has been actioned by His power and authority.  The scroll of Rev. 4-5 
represents Gods plan for time, we will see that it is a scroll that is bitter sweet, one that has 
the gospel in it but judgements as well.  The fact that it is little has been thought to 
represent that the contents are nearly all fulfilled, but it is more likely in keeping with the 
fact that John has to eat it.  The contents of 12-22 are the contents of the scroll and the 
prophecies that John will give once he has eaten it.  The last verse of chapter 10 points out 
the content, it is about ‘many peoples and nations and languages and kings.’  This is 
worldwide in scope and not local.  This is what John has been prophesying about, but purely
from an external point of view and will continue to prophesy about but looking behind the 
scenes at the spiritual powers pulling the strings.  

The next thing that is presented to us is the 7 thunders, v3-4, ‘and called out with a loud 
voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when the 
seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, 
"Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down."’  The 7 thunders are
7 judgements, this is confirmed not only in that thunder indicates God’s judgement but also 
in the roar of a lion.  The roar of a lion has deep significance when it comes to prophecy, 
Amos 3:7-8, ‘"For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the
prophets.  The lion has roared; who will not fear?  The Lord GOD has spoken; who can but 
prophesy?"’  In Amos God is warning the Israelites speaking about how the roaring of a lion 
indicates that he has his prey 3:4 warning of looming and certain judgement.  

However we see that the judgement of the 7 thunders is cut short.  This is not to indicate 
that God has changed His ways and will not judge but instead seems to indicate that He has
sped up His timetable and will not delay in judgement.  There are many different views for 
why the 7 thunders are sealed up.  Some think that they are kept hidden to make us more 
dependent upon God; others see the thunders for John’s ears only not ours; some see the 
time being shortened in order to save more; others see the 7 thunders withdrawn because 
the judgements are not producing repentance; others see them as repeats and therefore 



they do not need to be expanded upon, others see them as storing up the most terrible 
judgements which cannot be described for later.  The fact that we see an oath with the 
statement that there will be no more delay, this seems to emphasize that the end when it 
comes will not be cluttered with more judgements but will rush to the close, v5-7.  

V5-7, ‘And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand 
to heaven 6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and what is 
in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more 
delay, 7 but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the 
mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.’  Here 
we see the angel taking the typical stance of an oath.  He is straddling the land and sea as a
sign of the extent of the effects of his oath, and he raises his hand to heaven calling God to 
witness the oath.  This is the second way in which the importance about what he is about to
say is ratified.  The first is in the many strong associations with Christ’s presence and now 
this oath.  Let it be shown that this oath is portrayed positively and not negatively.  There 
are some who see all oaths and vows as wrong, but here we see that for the sake of 
assuring the reader God portrays a sinless being swearing an oath bound by His witness.  All
of the detail so far is building up to v7 which is the central message of this first part of the 
chapter.  The angel is dressed in divine glory, the angel swears an oath, the 7 thunders are 
removed from our view in order not to clutter and emphasize v6b-7, ‘that there would be no 
more delay, 7 but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, 
the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.’  

Firstly, when the last trumpet is blown the mystery of God will be fulfilled.
Secondly, the prophecies of the OT that promised this will be fulfilled.
Thirdly, there will be no delays or intervening events but the final trumpet will bring into full 
fulfilment the mystery of God.  

What is the mystery?  The different schools of interpretation will have different answers.  
For the Historicist the mystery is the fall of the Pope, for the Preterist it is the coming 
together of Jews and Gentiles in a new Israel, for the Futurist the reign of satan or the 
antichrist.  Mystery is not something that cannot be known and is only accessible to a select 
few, but rather something that was unclear of hidden and is now clear and revealed.  For 
example, the mystery of God’s eternal will is made known in Christ and the gospel, Eph. 1:9-
10, ‘making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.’ 
 I would understand the mystery here in 10:7 to be the mystery of God bringing to 
completion His purposes for this age.  We see that the fulfilment of the mystery is said to 
correspond to the 7th trumpet.  11:15, ‘Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever."’  The mystery includes the 
wrath of God revealed, 15:1, ‘Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven 
angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.’  
As well as the rewarding and rest of the saints, 11:18, ‘The nations raged, but your wrath 



came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your servants, the 
prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great, and for 
destroying the destroyers of the earth."’  Essentially the mystery which was prophesied was 
the new creation ruled by the Davidic King Jesus as found in prophecies such as Is. 65-66.  

The further significance of the angel and his oath is that it is borrowed from Daniel 12:6-7, 
‘And someone said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, 
"How long shall it be till the end of these wonders?" 7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, 
who was above the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward 
heaven and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a 
time, and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an end all 
these things would be finished.’  We will not be able to appreciate the importance of this 
vision in Rev. 10 unless we see how this vision relates to Revelation.  Daniel has just been 
told about the resurrection of the righteous and the wicked for final judgement before the 
new creation 12:2.  Daniel is told to seal up the vision because the time is not yet, 12:4.  
Daniel observes the question being asked about when these things will be fulfilled, 12:5.  
The answer reveals an amount of time, ‘time, times and half a time.’  The importance of this
is that this is the length of time for how long the woman in the wilderness will be protected 
Rev. 12:5-6, and for how long the beast will persecute God’s people, Rev. 13:5.  We take 
this to be symbolic of the church age, and the open scroll is the open scroll of Daniel which 
indicates that the time is upon us, and the ending is foretold and certain.  This is the same 
scroll that Christ opens in the heavenly court room, Rev. 4-5.  We do not wait for a rapture 
and then for the scroll to be opened, but as Paul puts it we are those, ‘on whom the end of 
the ages has come,’ 1 Cor. 10:11.  The 6 trumpets describe the church age and we wait the 
blowing of the last trumpet, the 7th trumpet and then the end of sin and pain will come.  

The second part of the chapter focuses on the scroll.  In v8 John is instructed to take it, 
Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, "Go, take the scroll
that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land."’  Then he
is told to eat it, v9, ‘So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he 
said to me, "Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be 
sweet as honey."’  This is very similar to the call of Ezekiel in Ezekiel 2:8-10, ‘"But you, son 
of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious house; open your 
mouth and eat what I give you." 9 And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to 
me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10 And he spread it before me. And it had 
writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and 
mourning and woe.’  Ezekiel was called to warn against sin and encourage repentance but 
the people would be hard.  Ezekiel’s was a ministry that would end in inevitable judgement, 
the present course of the world is headed to the same end.  
John takes the scroll and eats, v10, ‘And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel 
and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was 
made bitter.’  How is the word of God sweet and bitter?  It is sweet because the word 
sustains the one who preaches it.  It is sweet because there are those who believe and 
repent, and all of heaven rejoices.  It is sweet because it is the truth, even when it is the 
truth of judgement.  The message of judgement can be sweet because the message of final 



judgement means that all resistance to God’s rule are ended and He rules in manifest glory. 
Judgement can be sweet because God’s glory is always perfect and we see His holiness, 
righteousness and justice in His judgements.  Judgement is sweet because the Church 
participates in God’s victory and her suffering is brought to an end and her history and 
mission vindicated.  
But the words of judgement are bitter because we do not rejoice in the death of the wicked,
even though it is deserved.  Like Paul we can praise God for His wisdom in election Rom. 
11:33-36, yet we can also weep and have deep sorrow and anguish over those who do not 
believe, Rom. 9:1-3.  The portion of the Christian in this regard is one who is sorrowful yet 
rejoicing.  The message of judgement is also bitter because it brings the church into conflict 
with the world and provokes persecution.  It is this bitterness that will be a large part of the 
next chapter.  The message of judgement is bitterness to the unbeliever because in rejecting
the warning they seal themselves for eternal judgement.  

In chapter 10 there is a lot of detail to think of, but let us leave with the application of the 
word of God as sweet and bitter.  Do you know this sweetness and bitterness?  Are your 
emotions in a constant turmoil of pain and comfort?  Do you take desperate comfort in God’s
word because your faithful witness has brought you into conflict with the world?  Have you 
seen your sins as so awful that but for the sweetness of the gospel you would know no rest?
Are you in earnest over the hardness and final destiny of the wicked, that knowing the terror
of the Lord you seek to persuade them and are in the agony of prayer for their salvation?  I 
suspect that we know little of the sweetness or bitterness, we are so distracted and taken 
up with other things that the emotions that spiritual and eternal things should provoke are 
far from our experience.  Let us take the word of God to heart once again and be moved as 
John was moved.          
  
          


