
Hearing and Reading
R. Stanley

An average Christian today hears more sermons than those of any other time in
Church history. We are flooded with sermons from the pulpit or through print.
“Everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom
much has been committed, of him they will ask the more” (Lk 12:48). No privilege
is void of responsibility.

“Therefore, take heed HOW you hear,” said Jesus (Lk 8:18). Truths are
treasures. They are God’s mysteries. God commits them to us that we will be
faithful stewards (1 Cor 4:1,2). Slackness or casualness concerning what’s deposited
to our trust will be punished (Mt 25:24-30).

Here are seven steps to benefit maximum from what we hear and read.

1. Receive!

Receive the Word as a personal message from God. During the last supper the
Lord indicated to His disciples that one of them would betray Him. Their response
teaches us a profound truth. Each of them began to say to Him, “Lord, is it I?”
(Mt 26:21,22). Peter did not guess it could be Judas. John did not wonder whether
it could be Thomas. No, everyone took it to himself. While listening to preaching we
quickly conclude that the sermon was just for so-and-so. Oh, how much we miss
because of this attitude!

Receive the Word with faith. Concerning Israel, it is said, “The word which
they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard
it” (Heb 4:2). Their preacher was the greatest prophet in Israel (Dt 34:10). Yet they
did not benefit. Because of unbelief! God raised Jesus as a prophet like Moses.
Instead of acknowledging His message as from God, the folks in Nazareth questioned
His authority. Their unbelief bound the hands of the Son of God lest He could do
mighty miracles for them (Mk 6:1-6).

Receive the Word with all meekness (Js 1:21). God is pleased with those who
“tremble” at His Word (Isa 66:1,2). “Yes Lord, I surrender!” This must be our
attitude. Peter had every reason not to throw his net again. But he did. Because,
it was Jesus who told him to do so. God’s Word performs unbelievable miracles in
the lives of those who bow down and say yes.

2. Ruminate!

Rumination is a zoological term equivalent to meditation. Just like the animal
chews the cud we are to think over our intake again and again. To meditate means
to ponder over, to reflect or to indulge in thought. Meditation is a homework. It’s
becoming a lost art because men are becoming busier and busier. A Christian
philosopher of this century said, “The modern man cannot think!”
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It is told of Mary that she “kept all these things and pondered them in her heart”
(Lk 2:19). In one instance she and her husband did not understand a statement
Jesus made. But she “kept all these things in her heart” (vv 50,51).

Most of our pew-dwellers are represented by the wayside soil. This is how Jesus
explains them. “When anyone hears the word of the Kingdom, and does not
understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his
heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside” (Mt 13:19). Meditation leads us
from hearing to understanding.

David testified, “God has spoken once, twice I have heard this” (Psa 62:11).
Perhaps he spoke about meditation following hearing. Couldn’t it be?

Peter’s instant response to the heavenly vision was negative. His Jewish reflex
said a thrice no to the Lord. However, his thought was still lingering on the vision.
That was helpful. The spirit spoke to him again at that time and he responded
positively, hesitantly though (Acts 10:9- 19). Meditation better prepares the
heart for obedience.

Meditation of a particular truth, verse or passage may continue all day long.
Carry in your heart as you go out for work what you read from the Bible at dawn.
That was David’s experience. He was a busy person though. “Oh, how I love your
law It is my meditation all the day” (119:97). Blessed is the man who meditates day
and night in God’s Word (Psa 1:2).

3. Refer!

All cannot be said in a single sermon. The difference between the believers in
Thessalonica and Berea was unmistakable. Whereas the former just received the
word, the latter went one step further in that they “searched the Scriptures daily
to find out whether these things were so.” So they were more noble-minded than
the Thessalonians! (Acts 17:1-5,10,11).

Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures” (Jn 5:39). We are commanded to “search
from the book of the Lord and read” (Isa 34:16). Hearing or reading should be
followed by diligent search for an intelligent grasp of the subject.

We are to compare Scripture with Scripture. One passage throws light on the
other. Referring to the parallel passages increases the understanding of the truth.
“Not one shall lack her mate. For My mouth has commanded it, and His Spirit has
gathered them” (Isa 34:16).

Thank God for the numerous study helps and reference Bibles available today.
The NIV Study Bible, Dake’s Annotated Reference Bible, Scofield Reference Bible,
Thompson Chain Reference Bible and Ryrie Study Bible are among the best Study
Bibles. Bible Concordances and the Treasury of Scripture Knowledge are indispensable.
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The Bible is the Bible’s best commentary, said D.L. Moody (1837-1899). The New
Testament explains the Old. The Epistles are better understood if studied with
whatever background information available in the Acts of the Apostles. The book of
Daniel and the book of Revelation should be studied together. Any truth of the Bible
remains a “half-baked bread” unless we search and study all parallel passages.
It also saves us from imbalanced preachers who place eccentric emphasis on
trivial matters.

4. Reform!

Mere knowledge puffs up. It leads to intellectual arrogance. Knowledge must be
applied. Truth must be practised. In Jesus the Word became flesh. All understanding
must lead to obedience. Life must be reformed.

John preached repentance. The response of the hearers was specific. We meet
three groups in this scene at Jordan, First the people. They asked him what they
must do. He told them to give alms and care for the poor. To the publicans he
answered, “Collect no more than what is appointed for you.” The policeman received
the reply, “Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be content with your
wages” (Lk 3:10-14). Each group received down- to- earth practical instructions
relevant to their situation and profession. But it was when they asked, “What shall
we do then?” Someone said, the Bible must be bound with shoe-leather! We must
walk the Bible!

Our Churches are filled with sermon-tasters. It’s good to enjoy Bible study.
But do we exercise what we learn? “Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves” (Js 1:22).

Mary said, “Let it be to me according to Your word” (Lk 1:38). From the sermons
you hear, message you read and passages you meditate, find out if there are specific
commandments to obey. Don’t postpone obedience. Every act of obedience gets you
new revelations. “Whoever has, to him more will be given” (Lk 8:18).

5. Remove!

The Word of God is a seed. Our life is the soil. God wills that we abound in
fruitfulness. But there are several hindrances and hurdles that must be removed.
Otherwise, we will keep receiving without reproducing.

No other book presents the blessedness of the meditation of the Word so vividly
as the Book of Psalms. The very first chapter of this book is on fruitfulness. The
fellowship with unbelievers is stated as the first hindrance (v1). Prophet
Jeremiah applied this principle of separation in his life in order to draw maximum
benefit from the meditation of God’s Word. “Your words were found, and I ate them.
And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart... I did not sit in the
assembly of the mockers, nor did I rejoice. I sat alone ...” (Jer 15:16,17).
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Worldliness and covetousness “choke the Word” and we become unfruitful
(Mt 13:22). This is the thorny soil. If we love the Word we cannot love the world
(1 Jn 2:14b- 17). Abraham was so satisfied with the “bread and wine” given by
Melchizedek, the king of Salem, that he refused whatever the king of Sodom offered
(Gen 14:18-24). Those who go after money hardly make any progress in their life
with the Word of God. This is one reason why most of those rich in faith are poor
in finance (Js 2:5).

The third hurdle for the fruitfulness of the Word is faulty interpersonal
relationship. “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, envy, and all
evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the Word, that you may
grow thereby” (1 Pet 2:1,2). We must be “gracious” as the Lord in all our dealings
with people (v3). Softness and gentleness should characterize us. No plant grows
well in hard soil.

6. Relate!

Share with others whatever you have learnt from a sermon or a book. Beware
of stagnation. We receive to give out. “The generous soul will be made rich, and he
who waters will also be watered himself. The people will curse him who withholds
grain, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it” (Prov 11:25,26).

It is unscriptural to think that only pastors and preachers are ordained to speak
and share the truths of the Scripture. Under the new covenant in which the Old
Testament priesthood is abolished, each believer has the privilege and responsibility
of communicating Bible truth. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns” (Col 3:16).

Some of us are more privileged than others in that we attend so many meetings
and hear so many sermons. We must be concerned about ‘the underprivileged’.

There’s a beautiful text in the Book of Nehemiah: “Go your way, eat the fat, drink
the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared” (8:10).

Sharing need not be always in the form of preaching. Truths can be passed on
in conversations, through letters, in Bible study groups and so on. Jesus spoke very
many rich and precious truths to the disciples while walking through fields or
journeying from one place to another.

“Give and it shall be given to you.” This principle works out so wonderfully in
the matter of sharing truths with others.

7. Revere!

All Bible knowledge should lead to the worship of the Lord. The supreme
purpose of the study of the Word of God is to know the God of the Word. And the
knowledge of God enhances worship.
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David said, “I will worship toward Your holy temple and praise Your name... For
you have magnified your Word above all Your name” (138:2).

Jesus is the central theme of the Bible. Meet Him in every Book. In Genesis He
is the Seed of the Woman. In Exodus the Passover Lamb. In Leviticus the High
Priest. And so on. In the books of the prophets He is the prince of Peace. In the
Gospels He is the Son of God and the Son of Man. In Acts the Lord of the Harvest.
In the Epistles the Lord of the Church. And in Revelation the Lord of the Nations.

Every truth we learn from the Scriptures revolves around a particular character
of God. Apart from understanding the truth and obeying it, we must move on to
bless the Lord for that particular attribute of His. As much as the aim of all
preaching should be to glorify God, that of hearing should be to worship Him. May
each sermon add a new dimension to our life of worship. That will be a heavenly
experience enjoyed on earth!

A Promise

If we follow these seven steps, God will make Isaiah 55:10,11 good for “My
word... shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it!”
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