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In March 2018 in certain districts of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups 
of so-called “LPR” and “DPR” new facts of human rights violations were identified: illegal detentions, 
restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, involvement of schoolchildren into the events 
with propagandistic aims, coercion of the residents of so-called “LPR and DPR” to join “civil society 
organizations”, development of parallel legal system, violation of property rights and obstruction of 
the activities of international organizations. Unfortunately, all these human rights violations have 
become a “norm” for residents of the territories of so-called “people’s republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

On March 23, 2018, Aleksandr Divakov, “commander of the intelligence platoon, captain of the peo-
ple’s militia”, was sentenced to 14 years of imprisonment for collecting and transferring “top-secret 
information to representatives of fore ign organizations — the SBU and the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
and for transferring other information for usage against the security of “LPR” as assigned by the 
representatives of foreign intelligence — SBU and the Armed Forces of Ukraine” by the so-called 
“LPR military court” .

Yuri Shapovalov, the citizen of Ukraine, born in 1964, was detained by the personnel of the “Ministry 
of state security of DPR”. He was accused of spying for the benefit of Ukrainian secret services. It 
was reported that the detainee was engaged in the collection, analysis, publication and transfer of 
information detrimental to the security of the “DPR”, to Ukrainian security services, Since 2014, Yuri 
Shapovalov and maintained an account in Twitter, where he placed data that “contributes to the 
destabilization of the socio-political situation in the republic, information about the locations of 
military facilities, movement of equipment and personnel of the Army Forces of the DPR”.

Personnel of the “Ministry of Internal Affairs of the DPR” detained the former head of the department 
of public security of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine in Donetsk region, Andrii Logvynenko, 
who “ignored the resolution of the Council of Ministers of the DPR and refused to fulfill his duties 
to ensure law and order” in 2014.

Eduard Bondarenko, the resident of Luhansk region, born in 1972, was detained by the personnel of 
the “Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the LPR” . As it was told, he was recruited by the SBU in Severodo-
netsk “for collecting data and conducting subversive activities in the LPR”.

Employees of the “Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the LPR” detained “a Ukrainian agent who took 
weapons out from the Donbass arm caches to the territory of Ukraine”. The detainee’s name is Ivan 
Katyshev, he’s the former employee of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, who was “recruited 
by the Ukrainian special services, who caught him in smuggling goods”.

On March 28, 2018, the “Ministry of state security of the LPR” expelled Hanna Kovychko, a resident 
of the Belovodsky district of Luhansk region, controlled by the illegal armed formations of the “LPR”. 
According to the “Ministry of state security of the LPR”, she was inserted into the “LPR” by SBU 
under pretence of participation in the “humanitarian program on the reunification of the people of 
Donbass for collecting data about the socio-political and socio-economic situation in the republic”. 

2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

In the territory controlled by illegal armed groups of “LPR” and “DPR”, so-called “authorities” and 
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controlled media continue to inform local people and world community on activity of their “state 
agencies” and results of their “work”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal force and is 
aimed only at demonstrating the so-called “statehood” in the “republics”.

On March 14, 2018, the “deputies” of the so-called “people’s council” passed a law “On Amending 
the Criminal Procedure Code of the Luhansk People’s Republic”, which introduced new rules for the 
participation of underage victims and witnesses at the preliminary investigation stage and in court.

The list of works prohibited for the non-adult workers was approved in the “LPR”. The Resolution 
will enter into force on March 17, 2018.

The “deputies of the People’s Council of the LPR” amended the “Criminal Procedure Code of the LPR” 
on March 14, 2018. According to it, the judges will be able to consider criminal cases on serious and 
especially serious crimes acting alone.

The “Inspectorate for Consumer Rights Protection of the DPR” conducted more than five thousand 
inspections of business entities, and issued fines for more than 75 million rubles since 2016. This 
was reported by Nikolai Timchenko, the head of the “Inspectorate”.

On March 15, 2018 the creation of a “people’s tribunal for the crimes of the Ukrainian authorities in 
Donbass” was announced in Luhansk during a press conference of representatives of the initiative 
group of human rights defenders of “people’s republics”.

On March 20, 2018, an organizational meeting of the initiative group on the establishment of the 
“Ukrainian People’s Tribunal for the investigation of war crimes conducted by Petro Poroshenko’s 
regime against the citizens of Ukraine” was held in Donetsk. 

3. Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and 
“social” actions of “LNR” and “DNR”. Involvement of children in propaganda

Military-patriotic propaganda and involvement in participation in “civil society” organization are 
actively spread among children, adolescents and youth on areas controlled by illegal armed groups 
“LPR” and “DPR”. The employees of budget enterprises and enterprises with the so-called “external 
management” are actively enlisted in “civil society” organizations.

Thus, on March 12, 2018, the “solemn ceremonies of the transfer of a copy of the Victory Banner” 
were held in Luhansk schools No. 52 and 53. The schoolchildren were involved in military-patriotic 
activities.
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4. Violation of property rights

In March 2018, in the territories of “LPR”, the process of so-called “nationalization” of enterpris-
es that had previously operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to the citizens of 
Ukraine, living in the territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued. 
The process of “searching for the owners” is widespread.

Thus, 18 search announcements about various property owners was published by the so-called 
“state committee of taxes and charges” of “LPR” in March 2018. 

In March 2018, the “State Property Fund of the DPR” reported on 6 real estate objects for which 
state administration was introduced.

On March 13, 2018, the so-called “Council of Ministers of the LPR” amended the “Procedure for 
State Registration, Withdrawal of Roads and Highways Vehicles”. Now, in some cases, the transport 
without identification numbers or with destroyed, damaged or counterfeit identification numbers of 
the body, chassis, frame will be registered in the “LPR”.

5. Discrimination of the LGBT persons

On March 14, 2018, the “deputies of People’s Council” passed a law “On Amending the Law “On the 
Protection of Children from Information Harmful to Their Health and Development” of the Lugansk 
People’s Republic”, which prohibits the dissemination of information about “non-traditional sexual 
relations” among children.

“It concerns the dissemination of information about non-traditional sexual relations in particular. 
We believe that such “European values” do not have the right to exist in our Republic” — stated Nelli 
Zadiraka, the “chairperson of the committee on international relations, communications, information 
policy and mass communications”.
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