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I
n the creeks of the Ni-
ger Delta, the news of 
a peace deal between 
President Buhari and 
Niger Delta leaders is 

nothing. Loyalty is what 
reigns here and loyalty is 
determined by the need for 
survival.

To win the peace in the 
creeks, the Nigerian state has 
to win the loyalty of those in 
the creeks and that loyalty 
is now sharply divided be-
tween two of the Niger Delta 
sons at the federal level. The 
question on the lips of the 
militants in the creeks and 
indeed other members of 
society in the region, is who 
best represents their interest 
at the federal level? Minister 
of State for Petroleum Re-
sources, Ibe Kachikwu is a 
green horn in politics but his 
apolitical approach in trying 
to quench the anger in the 
creeks is winning hearts. 
On the other side is Minister 
of Transportation, Rotimi 
Amaechi, a seasoned politi-
cian with a proven political 
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clout both in the Niger Delta 
and at the federal level. The 
debate in the creeks is who of 
the sons and daughters of the 
South-South in the Muham-
madu Buhari administration 
has the ears of the President 
in the matters that affect the 
South-South zone.

On the back of the Tues-
day, November 1, 2016 meet-
ing, postulations are rife that 
the deal is the first step in the 
return of the Niger Delta to 
the mainstream of the Federal 
Government. It has been in-
terpreted as a huge reconcilia-
tion step that may bring about 
peace and political stability 
to pave the way for full oil 
exploration and exploitation 
back to the 2.4mbp or the 
targeted 4mbp.

Recall that oil production 
had dipped in the Niger Delta 
to about 800,000mbp, owing 
to repeated bombings by 
militants in the area. This has 
also lowered the yield into 
government coffers.

The success of the meeting 
at the Villa, as it were, has 
forced analysts to wonder 
who could be the arrowhead 
in this move back to the cen-
tre, between Rotimi Amae-
chi, transport minister and 
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Emmanuel Ibe Kachikwu, 
minister of state, petroleum. 
It is believed that whoever 
achieves this feat would defi-
nitely assume leadership of 

the sensitive bloc known as 
the Niger Delta.

 While the supporters of 
Amaechi say the former gov-
ernor of Rivers State remains 

the rallying point, those of 
Kachikwu insist that the 
Delta-born technocrat holds 
the ace.

However, BDSUNDAY 

authoritatively gathered from 
a source in the Aso Rock 
Villa that the two men are not 
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fighting for the President’s at-
tention because each of them 
has it in different ways.

According to the Villa 
source, “Amaechi and Ka-
chikwu have their separate 
roles. Amaechi still remains 
one of the President’s right 
hand men, while Kachikwu 
also plays his role in trying to 
solve the issues in the Niger 
Delta.”

The source however, ex-
plained that it was easier 
for those from the region “to 
listen to Kachikwu seeing 
him as a neutral person per-
ceived to be apolitical in the 
intrigues of the region. On the 
other hand, the average Niger 
Delta man would have none 
of Ameachi because of the 
role he played during the last 
election, selling out his own 
people as it were. They had 
expected him to stick with 
former President Goodluck 
Jonathan to defeat Buhari but 
Amaechi who had fallen out 
of love with the former presi-
dent decamped and threw his 
weight behind Buhari who 
eventually won. This appears 

to be a serious sin yet to be 
forgiven by the region.

Kachikwu on the other 
hand is considered to have 
gained the trust of the people 
of the region opening the 
route for talks with the lead-
ers.”

BDSUNDAY investigation 
in the zone indicates that the 
masses of the Niger Delta are 
really not at whose instance 
the Abuja meeting was called 
but on what the outcome of 
the meeting would mean to 
them.

A young man in his 40s, 
who introduced himself as 
Debo and claimed to be a for-
mer militant, said he was not 
ready to comment on issues 
of intrigues or no intrigues 
over the Abuja meeting, add-
ing, “Unless I see result of the 
meeting, then I would know 
we have representatives in 
government.”

Timothy Evans, an under-
graduate student of a state 
university in Edo State, said 
he’s looking forward to seeing 
his life improved by the out-

come of the meeting as that’s 
the only thing that would 
interest him in the deal.

“I read the report about 
the meeting and the 16-point 
demands made by the elders; 
that was fine, but my inter-
est is what is there for me. 
The politics of who called 
the meeting, for me, is im-
material. Both Amaechi and 
Kachikwu are in government 
and they should know what 
is good for their people. That’s 
how I see it,” Evans said.

Kingsley Onos, a Port Har-

court-based business, who 
said he had seen the good, 
the bad and ugly days in the 
Niger Delta, told BDSUNDAY 
that the news making the 
rounds in the Garden City 
was that the meeting was at 
the instance of Mr. Kachikwu.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  O n o s , 
“I think what must have 
brought about this debate 
over who called the meeting 
or otherwise had to do with 
the bad blood politicians had 
allowed to run deep in the 
South-South region. Today, 
politicians are generally seen 
in the region as bad people. Of 
course, you have been hear-
ing and reading about killings 
in Rivers State for instance, 
and people believe they are 
the handiwork of politicians. 
So, people are now skeptical 
when they hear things about 
politicians and they appear to 
be shifting attention to those 
who have not been so much 
corrupted by politics. Don’t 
forget that people believe that 
the issue of militancy in the 
zone in the first place became 
real business by the activi-
ties of politicians, who either 
cornered the money meant 

to develop the place or raised 
the boys as their hit squad. 
That is why when they come 
now to say they are trying to 
end hostilities in the Niger 
Delta people no longer take 
them seriously. I think that 
may have been the reason 
why some people are think-
ing the deal is better handled 
by the petroleum minister, at 
least, for now.”

Blessing Onyima, a school 
proprietress in Port Harcourt, 
said politicians had failed 
the people and that it was 
high time the people of Niger 
Delta looked for a lesser evil 
to champion their cause. She 
refused to explain what she 
meant.

BDSUNDAY sought the 
views of more politically-
exposed individuals on the 
issue. Below are their re-
sponses.

 It is Kachikwu
 BDSUNDAY gathered that 

admirers of the petroleum 
minister may have already 
put on a smile of triumph, 
saying their man is now the 
new prince of the Delta and 

Continued from page 1

Supremacy battle in Kwara PDP gets messier

F
ollowing the 
political and 
l e a d e r s h i p 
crises rocking 
the factions 

of People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Kwara 
State causing divisions 
among members of the 
party, some leaders of 
one of the factions, in-
cluding its chairman 
and secretary, are now 
guests of the police.

BDSUNDAY gath-
ered that the supremacy 
and authenticity cri-
ses which had split the 
national leaders of the 
party along two factions 
of national chairman-
ship between Ali Mo-
du-Sheriff and Ahmed 
Makarfi was the main 
issue which prompted 
Modu-Sheriff execu-
tive to disown Makarfi’s, 
leading to a huge wran-
gling that attracted the 
attention of police.

The schism stretched 

to declare himself the 
chairman of the party.

According to Ola-
woye, “If Fagbemi was 
the chairman, why 
was he not in Abuja for 
the National Executive 
meeting in that capac-
ity”.

The party spokesman 
appealed to members 
in the state to remain 
calm, saying “we have 
found out that Fagbemi 
and his group engaged to 
frustrate the vibrant and 
constructive opposition 
being provided by our 

to Kwara State PDP, 
which resulted in the 
invitation by police of 
the faction’s chairman, 
Sunday Fagbemi; his sec-
retary, Isiaka Alao; the 
women leader, Fatimoh 
Magaji and two promi-
nent leaders of the party 
in Kwara, Shuru Atanda 
and Illiasu Ibrahim.

The group along with 
their followers had on 
Monday, October 31, 
2016 invaded the PDP 
State Secretariat along 
Asa Dam Road in the 
state capital and alleged-
ly forced open the offices, 
pronouncing themselves 
the officers of the party.

However, the popu-
larly known Chair-
man of the party, Iyiola 
Oyedepo, leading the 
other faction was said 
to be attending the Na-
tional Executive Council, 
INEC meeting of PDP in 
Abuja when the other 
faction took over the 
secretariat.

In a statement by the 

State Publicity Secretary 
of the PDP, Rex Olawoye, 
made available to jour-
nalists in Ilorin, it said 
it sounded funny that 
Prince Fagbemi who 
was part of the party’s 
election last April would 
suddenly wake up now 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin party through its viable 
organs”.

He declared that the 
party remained unde-
terred by the activities of 
the other faction in the 
party, asking the general 
public to disregard them.

It was further stated 
that “Iyiola Oyedepo 
remains the authentic 
state chairman of PDP 
in Kwara, a formal com-
plaint had been made to 
the relevant authorities 
to avert breakdown of 
law and order”.

Olawoye, who de-
scribed the act as a coup 
and an invitation to an-
archy, maintained that 
the PDP remains one in 
Kwara State and all their 
challenges would be sur-
mounted in due course.

It would be recalled 
that the national body 
of PDP had divided into 
two factions with each 
side having its followers; 
the development also ap-
plies to the states of the 
federation.

Ali Modu-Sheriff

…as police arrest factional chairman, secretary, 3 others

Ahmed Makarfi
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Nigerian students urged to 
sharpen entrepreneurial skills

N
i g e r i a n 
s t u d e n t s 
have been 
urge d to 
s h a r p e n 

their entrepreneurial 
skills by focusing on 
reviving and sustaining 
Nigerian local products 
as against patronising 
foreign goods and ser-
vices.

Akpoti Natasha, a 
media practitioner, gave 
the advice recently dur-
ing an entrepreneurship

programme organ-
ised by the National As-
sociation of Kogi State 
Students ((NAKOSS) 
tagged, ‘Take advan-
tage of your youthful 
years and your rural 
location by focusing 
your adventurous yet 
creative potential into 
harnessing the eco-
nomic productivity of 
our past heritage’. The 
event was held at the 
Federal Polytechnic 
ldah, Kogi State.

Agboti stressed that 
the biggest  brands 
in the world started 
small but expanded in 
growth over the years 

ative entrepreneurs.”
While blaming the 

educational system for 
choosing curriculum 
that does not reflect the 
true entrepreneurial 
spirit of Nigeria, the 
speaker said: “The cur-
riculum is too western; 
students spend aver-
agely 4 years studying 
books that are totally 
alien to their environ-
ment,  henc e smart 
brains are ushered into 
an ill-prepared socio-
economic structure.  
Our educational sys-

tem is colonial in nature 
and breeds employees 
rather than employers 
of labour.”

Akpoti equally en-
lightened the youth on 
some entrepreneurial 
challenges and skills 
that the would-be en-
trepreneur needs to 
thrive.

“From the bad and 
inconsistent policies to 
lack of funds and in-
frastructure, Nigeria is 
one of the most difficult 
environments for entre-
preneurs to succeed in. 

by sustainable transfer 
of production skill from 
generation. She also dis-
closed that Gallet and 
Co of Switzerland that 
was founded in 1466, 
the oldest watchmaker 
till today, is still being 
managed by the fam-
ily. “Tridon of France 
established in 1643 is 
also being managed by 
family tradition till date 
as the oldest and most 
expensive candle mak-
er in the world. Creed 
Perfumes of France also 
which was originally in 
the UK founded in 1760 
by a father and son is 
still being run by Oliver 
and Erwin Creed,” she 
said.

Agboti asked: “Where 
are Nigerian local indus-
tries? Why do we not 
have a single local fac-
tory operating for more 
than 20 years? Where 
are the cloth weavers 
of Ebira, the wood and 
bronze carvers of Be-
nin, the brass smiths of 
Bida; why is our palm 
wine not distilled and 
sold in fancy bottles all 
over the world? When 
are we going to produce 
and promote a Nigerian 
economic heritage that 

is uniquely ours?
She expressed wor-

ries over the rate of un-
employed youths in the 
country and stressed the 
need for the youth to 
step out of their illusion-
ary comfort zone, con-
nect to their immediate 
environment and ex-
pand the value chain of 
local production which 
can possibly be operated 
as small business.

She called on gov-
ernment to revamp the 
educational system to 
enable “us produce cre-

Victoria NNakiaike However, it is your duty 
to push against the tides 
and connect your skill 
and passion to serve a 
particular market need, 
while great entrepre-
neurs go further to cre-
ate a functional system 
to cushion businesses,” 
she said. 

Agboti admonished 
the youth, “Don’t expect 
the government to offer 
you all you need on a 
platter of gold. No, you 
have to demand assert-
ively for your wealth 
creating opportunities.  
Remember that most 
leaders and policy mak-
ers are not in office out 
of merit but as politi-
cal parties’ loyalists, so 
they don’t understand 
what your business 
needs to succeed and 
of course, they don’t 
even know how to go 
about implementing 
effective strategies. It is 
important you articu-
late your demands and 
work very closely with 
the government for an 
all-round success. Re-
member entrepreneurs 
don’t give up, they try 
1000 more times until 
it works.”

…as expert says nation’s educational system still colonial in nature

the Niger Delta...
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a force in Aso Rock. They say 
they had for some time been 
under the shadow of the Riv-
ers-born Amaechi, a former 
governor for that matter, who 
seems to pull all the political 
weight in favour of the Rivers 
section against the Delta/Edo 
section. Also, groups in Rivers 
State who have been uncom-
fortable with an Amaechi 
rise have joined in pointing to 
Kachikwu as the proper voice 
of the region.

The support for Kachikwu 
seems to cut across the po-
litical spectrum. The Delta 
State chairman of the Labour 
Party, Tony Ezeagwu, told 
BDSUNDAY that the petro-
leum minister has emerged 
as a force to reckon with, 
even believing that he must 
have been the rallying force 
for the successful meeting in 
Aso Rock. He said most politi-
cal leaders in the Niger Delta 

were comfortable with him.
Ezeagwu said: “Kachikwu 

has the charisma to convince 
the region to join with Mr. 
President. If he is supported 
by President Buhari to do 
more, he would surely lead 
the region to the Federal Gov-
ernment. He is at home with 
all sections of the region”.

The Labour Party boss said 
Kachikwu had touched many 
lives even before he became a 
minister. “He is a well-known 
person. We are prepared to 
give him the necessary sup-
port”.

Many others do not want 
to speak in the open at this 
moment but they showed a 
willingness to give Kachikwu 
support. The minister’s stand 
on the vexed issue of the 
maritime university in Delta 
State seems to have swayed a 
high number of people to his 
views, and he seems to pursue 
his luck further. Most of the 
militants have since seen him 

as their hope to gaining lost 
influence in the centre.

  ‘Amaechi still holds the 
ace’ 

Eze Chukwuemeka Eze, 
a media consultant in Port 
Harcourt, believes there’s no 
basis for comparison between 
the two ministers in terms 
of political astuteness and 
sagacity.

Eze said: “Amaechi was 
the rallying force behind 
mobilising the governors 
under PDP to support the 
presidential aspiration of 
President Jonathan during 
the PDP Presidential Prima-
ries that produced Jonathan 
as the PDP Flag-bearer and 
during the 2011 presidential 
election properly ensured 
that President Jonathan got 
over 2 million votes from 
Rivers State, the highest by 
any state in Nigeria.

“ T h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f 
Amaechi towards the fu-
ture of the region is never 

in doubt. One thing I must 
state is that Amaechi is not 
a politician in the context 
of the type of politics we 
practise in Nigeria. The poli-
tics in Nigeria is hinged on 
falsehood and propaganda 
and these virtues are so 
detested by Amaechi; that’s 
why his type of politics is 
not acceptable to those who 
can’t stand the truth and ap-
preciate his unique virtues 
and principles. These are the 
people plotting to destroy 
and downplay his inputs in 
the politics of Niger Delta.”

 “Attending to the basics 
of your question, when I 
look through the list of those 
that attended the meeting 
with Buhari, they were the 
same key actors that attended 
Amaechi’s ‘forum for peace’ 
on 24th September 2016. 
Check the list. So, with Amae-
chi gathering these great sons 
and daughters of the region 
to President Buhari, would 

anybody still want to listen 
to those who do not see any 
good in Amaechi?

 “When I also look through 
the 16 demands presented to 
Buhari by the Niger Delta 
leaders, again their demands 
were copied from the resolu-
tions reached at Amaechi’s 
programme. Even the Mari-
time University was stated in 
both meetings, among others.”

  Moderate views
 Some leaders even in the 

Amaechi camp such as Frank-
lyn Mleruchi, a former DG 
of Bureau of Public Procure-
ment (BoPP), simply do not 
want any sensationalism or 
positioning that may hamper 
the development of the Niger 
Delta.

“I see the idea of compar-
ing Amaechi and Kachikwu 
as very unnecessary and 
immature. What Niger Delta 
needs is effective leadership 
for its development. Why 
shouldn’t the focus of the 

discourse be how to lever-
age all the persons from the 
region that have access to 
the President to advance the 
proper development of the 
region? This comparison, 
rivalry and the incidental 
schism and camp akin to the 
‘Paul and Apollos’ camps syn-
drome will only exacerbate 
the challenges of the region 
rather than bring succour. 
We need selfless leadership 
to get out of the vicious circle 
of underdevelopment, not 
leadership tussle. History will 
always handle the matter of 
contributions. This is my can-
did position,” Mleruchi said.

 An observer who chose 
not to be mentioned told 
BDSUNDAY that “whatever 
may be the position of any-
body, I must reiterate that 
both Amaechi and Kachikwu 
are great assets and sons of 
Niger Delta region. The two 
are interested and committed 

Continues on  page 4
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Ekiti begins training of 192 
health workers on IMCI
E

kiti State has 
commenced 
the training 
of 192 Health 
Workers on 

Integrated Manage-
ment of Childhood Ill-
ness and Expanded Pro-
grams on Immunization 
(IMCI+EPI).

The State Commis-
sioner for Health, Ol-
urotimi Ojo who made 
this known in Ado Ekiti, 
explained that the train-
ing focused mainly on 
the first level of Health 
workers who manage 
sick children at the Pri-
mary Health Care level.

Ojo noted that the Ni-
geria National Council 
on Health had in 1997 
ratified the implementa-
tion of the IMCI strategy 
as the main thrust of her 
child survival.

According to him, 
since the ratification of 
the National Council 

on Health, the Federal 
Ministry of Health with 
support from donors/ 
partners such as the 
UNICEF,  WHO and 
the National Primary 
Health Care Develop-
ment Agency (NPHC-
DA) built national ca-
pacity for implement-
ing the strategy and  
also commenced im-
plementation in some 
selected Local Govern-
ment Areas across six 
geo political zones.

The commissioner 
said that the training 
p ro g ra m m e  w h i c h 
would be in two batch-
es of 96 Health work-
ers each would end in 
March 2017.

Reiterating the com-
mitment of  the State 
Government to the 
provision of  affordable 
and accessible health 
care service delivery, 
Ojo noted that the state 

was leading other states 
with the training of 970 
Primary Health Care 
Workers on IMCI be-
tween 2004 and 2010, 
adding that it is also the 
only state in the coun-
try with 13 facilitators 
on IMCI.

He charged all sake-
holders to continually 
support government’s 
efforts at making life 
more meaningful for 
the people.

In her remarks, the 
Executive Secretary 
of the State Primary 
Health Care Develop-
ment Agency (SPHC-
DA), Abike Adewole  
expressed confidence 
in the professional ca-
pabilities of Primary 
Health Care workers in 
the state and pledged 
that the workers would 
continue to live up to 
their responsibility.

The Niger Delta...

to the progress and emancipa-
tion of the region and have 
different strategies to achieve 
their common vision in this 
regard.

 ‘Rivers monarchs’ ab-
sence at the meeting omi-
nous’

 Many others say outside 
Rivers and some few other 
states, there seems to be no 
popular hostility towards 
Amaechi. They say the north 
still see him as a politician of 
truth who stood for power 
shift, the same principle that 
brought the power to the oil 
region in the first place.

In Rivers State, they say 
there is a greater political 
war of attrition with inclina-
tion to self-survival versus 
self-attrition. Sources say 
the fear of an Amaechi rise 
in Abuja could lead to the 
demise of certain camps in a 
state that has resolved that 
only total annihilation would 
be the logical conclusion to 
the ongoing division in the 
former Amaechi camp that 
has produced Governor Nye-
som Wike as head of the other 
faction of the once-united 
kitchen that broke away from 
Peter Odili.

 This, however, does not 
explain the decision of the 
Wike camp to stop the Rivers’ 
monarchs from attending the 

Abuja meeting on November 
1, by fixing a meeting with the 
state’s council of chiefs. If the 
governor truly objected to a 
peace meeting via Amaechi, 
he would eagerly support and 
mobilise for the one spear-
headed by Kachikwu. The 
failure to do this sends signals 
of unknown strategies so far. 
Or could it be that truly, it was 
Amaechi that was behind the 
Aso Rock meeting?

 Did Amaechi betray the 
Niger Delta?

 The greater issue is the 
feeling that Amaechi be-
trayed Jonathan and, by ex-
tension, the oil region. Chuk-
wuemeka Eze said that is 
a very wrong premise to 
interpret the present political 
crisis. Instead, he argues that 
Amaechi rather tried to prop 
up Jonathan and the interest 
of the Niger Delta.

“While former President 
Jonathan as the Vice Presi-
dent of Nigeria was suffer-
ing every humiliation in the 
hands of the cabal during the 
Umaru Yar’Adua administra-
tion, Amaechi proved to be 
a reliable pillar of support 
behind him. When Presi-
dent Yar’Adua passed on and 
Jonathan was being pushed 
around, Amaechi was among 
those in the forefront of en-

suring that the then Vice-
President Jonathan assumed 
office as the President when 
the National Assembly out of 
their wisdom came up with 
the ‘Doctrine of Necessity.’

“During the 2011 general 
election, Amaechi, not mind-
ing some other options avail-
able to him, opted to rally 
other governors to ensure 
that President Jonathan won 
the PDP ticket; and during 
the election proper, Amaechi 
delivered two million votes 
from the state to ensure that 
Jonathan got elected as the 
14th President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria.”

 Conclusion
Some observers say that 

the issues thrown up by this 
debate tend to show that 
President Buhari may not be 
looking for just anyone to lead 
the Niger Delta to him but 
someone to tell him the truth. 
In that case, both Kachikwu 
and Amaechi may be impor-
tant to Mr. President.

“The exit point may be 
that President Buhari knows 
exactly what each minister 
means to him; he also knows 
those who went far to help 
him become the president, 
because without this, there 
would be no Aso Rock. He 
knows those who are fearless 
and those who may be useful 
in political finesse. He needs 
both”, said an analyst who 

craved anonymity.
The analyst further ra-

tionalised: “President Buhari 
also has faced political at-
tacks enough to know when 
someone else is suffering 
one. All investigations are in 
his hands and he sure knows 
who is what. Amaechi has 
stood against pampering mili-
tants all his years as governor 
and may not be in their good 
books. The same militants lost 
out in the 2015 elections and 
have remained unhappy. Bu-
hari may not be unaware of 
the antecedents of each opin-
ion leaders. He also seems to 
know that many persons ac-
cused of corruption are lining 
up behind any pressure group 
to slip in their own terms, and 
such persons may also be 
demanding for removal of a 
particular person from posi-
tion of importance.

“The militants vowed 
even before the elections to 
destroy oil assets to hurt the 
new president. The matter 
may be beyond Amaechi, 
because the chief offender is 
Buhari, the one who defeated 
their brother Jonathan. So, if 
Amaechi, being a lesser prin-
cipality in that action, must be 
hated, how would the haters 
claim to truly love the main 
principality that actually de-
feated their kinsman? I think 
that is the crux of the matter”, 
the analyst said.

Continued from page 3



News
5Sunday  06 November  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Daniel Obi

Glo enriches customer experience 
with borrow Me Data

Decline in soil fertility may threaten FG 
diversification of economy through agric

T
h e  E xe c u -
tive Director, 
Institute of 
Agricultural 
R e s e a r c h 

and Training (IAR&T), 
Ibadan, James Adediran, 
says the diversification 
of the nation’s economy 
to agriculture may not 
yield the desired results 
as a result of decline in 
soil fertility in all the 
regions of the country.

Adediran, a professor 
of Soil Science said the 
decline in soil fertility in 
the South West area and 
the country as a whole 
has led to crop low yields 
and low productivity 
of farmers, stating that 
there is urgent need to 
save the soil to help the 
farmers. 

Speaking at the 2016 
stakeholders’ training 

effort of the Nigeria Soil 
Health Consortium to 
promote ISFM in order 
to improve farmers’ live-
lihood and reduce pov-
erty is commendable, he 

said the time has come 
for a paradigm shift from 
the conventional meth-
ods to adopted proven 
technologies. 

Ac c ording to the 

workshop on Integrated 
Soil Fertility Manage-
ment (ISFM), he noted 
that the present man-
agement techniques 
being used by farmers 
to combat decline in 
soil fertility have limita-
tions, saying they can-
not support sustainable 
crop production.

 The expert said that 
if the soils were properly 
managed and proven 
technologies get to farm-
ers to alleviate poverty, 
they would help in diver-
sifying the nation’s econ-
omy as well as checking 
rural urban migration, 

“It is towards the reali-
sation of these noble ob-
jectives that the Nigeria 
Soil Health Consortium 
seeks to promote use 
of ISFM technologies 
to boost crop produc-
tion while sustainably 
intensifying land use. 

We should all join hands 
together in increasing 
agricultural productiv-
ity through ISFM,” he 
stated.

While saying that the 

ED, ISFM is a set of soil 
fertility management 
practices that necessar-
ily include the use of 
fertilizer, organic inputs 
and improved germ-
plasm combined with 
the knowledge on how 
to adapt these practices 
to local conditions, aim-
ing at optimising agro-
nomic use efficiency of 
the applied nutrients 
and improving crop pro-
ductivity.

“All inputs needed to 
be managed following 
sound agronomic and 
economic principles. 
All soil-improving tech-
nologies have a cost in 
terms of labour and land. 
Further, as both mineral 
fertilizers and organic 
matters are scarce nu-
trient resources, ISFM 
focuses on how to man-
age them efficiently,” he 
added.

A
s part of its 
c o n t i n u e d 
effort to em-
power Nige-

rian customers on its 
network and bring in-
novative mobile services 
closer to millions of its 
subscribers, next gen-
eration network, Globa-
com, has unveiled a new 
product, ‘Glo Borrow Me 
Data’, while three other 
existing products were 
re-packaged with more 
benefits.

The four products, 
Globacom said offer first 
of its kind benefits in the 
Nigerian telecom indus-
try, adding that the three 
other products including 
Double Free Tomorrow, 
11k/s for All, and IDD 
Packs were re-packaged 
to consolidate their suc-
cess in the market

Under Glo Borrow Me 
Data package, a total of 
2GB Data credit is avail-
able for the subscribers 
to borrow whenever 
their data bundles are 
exhausted and they 
have no credit on their 
phones to recharge their 
data plan. This package 
also comes readily avail-
able in case of unsuccess-
ful subscription when 
they run out of credit.

 Speaking during the 

launch at Mike Adenuga 
headoffice of Globacom, 
Sola Arowogbadamu, 
Globacom’s Head of Us-
age and Retention, said 
that subscribers would 
be eligible for consid-
eration based on aver-
age monthly data usage 
and how long they have 
stayed on the network.

Subscription to Bor-
row Me Data can be 
activated by dialling 
*321#. Subscribers will 
immediately follow the 
menu options and the 
service will load eligible 
subscribers with real 
time Data credit while 
customers will repay 
the Data credit when 
next airtime recharges 
are made.

In the repackaged 
Double Free Tomor-

row, subscribers receive 
200percent of whatever 
is spent on SMS, data and 
calls on the first day to 
use for free the next day. 
Under the new offer, a 
subscriber is credited 
with double of the value 
of the airtime he used in 
the first day at the start 
of the next day. New 
customers activating a 
Glo line will, henceforth 
have direct access to dou-
ble Free Tomorrow and 
they will now receive 
back, the following day, 
double the airtime used 
in a day for calls, internet 
browsing and SMS, the 
company said.

 The bonus, accord-
ing to Arowogbadamu, 
can be used for brows-
ing, calls, SMS to Glo and 
non-Glo lines as well as 
for International calls to 
countries such as US, UK 
(fixed), Canada, China 
and India. 

Double Free Tomor-
row plan can be accessed 
by new prepaid custom-
ers on the Glo network 
and other subscribers 
who desire good call 
package.

“With Glo Double Free 
Tomorrow, customers 
get back double bene-
fits free the next day. 
In other words, when 

they spend more today, 
they get much more to-
morrow.  For instance, 
if a subscriber on the 
Glo network uses N500 
credit in a day on calls, 
SMS and data, Glo will 
give back N1,000 credit 
to the subscriber the 
very next day to call 
all networks, SMS and 
browse free,” he stated. 
To enjoy the service, sub-
scribers are to dial *600#.

 On the third offer, 
11k/s for All, Arowog-
badamu described it as 
the number one prepaid 
plan in the Country, add-
ing that customers on 
the plan will enjoy heav-
ily discounted interna-
tional and local call rates. 
At 11k/s, customers can 
make calls to local and 
over 30 international 
destinations including 
United Kingdom, United 
States, Canada, South Af-
rica, India, South Korea, 
Spain, Sweden, China, 
Hong Kong, Japan, Israel 
and Australia.

 Others are Bangla-
desh, Brunei, Cyprus, 
D enmark,  Finland, 
French Guiana, Guam, 
Luxembourg, Malta, 
Mongolia, Mexico, Neth-
erlands, Norway, Puerto 
Rico, Reunion Island, 
Romania and Singapore.

C
h u rc h e s  a n d 
associated reli-
gious organisa-
tions in Nigeria 

are set to enjoy reprieve 
from some of the major 
administrative, data-
base, accounting and 
reconciliation challeng-
es they face with the 
roll out of a new offer-
ing, Interswitch Church 
Solutions.

Unveiled to stake-
holders at a media brief-
ing recently, the solu-
tions were developed 
based on the apprecia-
tion of the unique re-
quirements of religious 
organisations in Nigeria, 
in terms of enterprise 
resource planning and 
payment management.

Throwing light on 
the essence of the new 
solution, Paul Ohakim, 
group head, Industry 
and Retail Chains at 
Interswitch, explained 
that “there are three 
variants of this solution, 
which churches can 
subscribe to, they are 
Integration of Church 
accounting system to 
Interswitch Collections; 
Customised mobile app 
with integrated pay-
ment solution from 
Interswitch, and the 
Asoriba Enterprise Re-
source Planning (ERP) 
and payments solution 
for Churches.”

Churches can either 
choose to subscribe 
to the Software-as-a-
service (SaaS) which 
is a lighter version for 
smaller organisations 
or the enterprise ver-
sion, which is suited 
to larger organisations 
and comes enhanced 
with a customised mo-
bile app that is available 
to every member of the 
church.

The third variant, 
developed in partner-
ship with Gh-Asoriba 
Ltd parades such revo-
lutionary features as 
Centralised church data 
management, Church 
financial  analytics 
and reporting, events 
planning and calen-
dar management with 
notifications, detailed 
membership manage-
ment, Group/ branch/
parish management 
and easy online and 
offline donations and 
payments.

The solution essen-
tially enables ministries 
to manage church ad-
ministration, member-
ship, communication, 
finances and payments 
more seamlessly. Gh-
Asoriba, the developers 
of the solution, with 
whom Interswitch has 
partnered are a young 
and innovative organ-
isation based in Accra, 
Ghana.

Church administration receives 
boost with launch of interswitch 
Church solution

  …Customers to also call all local networks, 30 international countries at 11k per sec

akinreMi FeyisipO, ibadan
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UDOKA AGWU, UmUAhiA

Ajaokuta steel project can spark huge 

economic, industrial revolution – Bello

Aba spare parts dealers embark on 
N1.5bn shopping mall project

A
s one of the 
measures 
to provide 
e n ab l i n g 
b u s i n e s s 

environment for its 
members, Aba Heavy 
Duty and Tyre Sellers 
Association (AMPASA) 
has embarked on the 
construction of one 
thousand two hundred 
shops that would gulp 
one billion five million 
naira.

The move by AM-
PASA is coming on the 
heels of plans by the 
State government to 
relocate traders to ar-
eas designated for them 
under the Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu’s Aba 
Urban Renewal project.

Philip Ezekwe, chair-
man, board of trust-
ees of AMPASA while 
speaking during the 
occasion disclosed the 

ping mall, saying that 
the market is centrally 
located.

He said the project 
would be completed 
within 90 days work 
from the date of com-
mencement of work 
and pledged to abide 
by the terms of agree-

ment reached in the 
building specification 
on the construction of 
the malls.

He said that the com-
ponents to be used in 
the construction of the 
mall would include fab-
ricated bricks and metal 
which would be fire-

project had been sited at 
Alaoji in Ugwunnagbo 
Local Government Area 
of the state near Aba, 
the commercial nerve 
centre.

The contract for the 
construction of the Mall 
was signed with Unity 
Bank PLC that would 
provide fund for the 
project, alongside a pri-
vate contracting firm 
that would construct 
the mall.

Ezekwe,  who re-
vealed that the shop-
ping mall project was 
conceived in 2009, ex-
pressed happiness that 
the dream of the mem-
bers was eventually be-
coming a reality.

According to him, un-
der the agreement, ev-
ery member of the asso-
ciation was expected to 
pay in the initial contri-
bution that would cover 
six months after which 
the member would be 

shown his shop.
While throwing more 

light on the project, Ray-
mond Aliga, the chair-
man of the Construc-
tion firm, De-Luke Ltd, 
commended members 
of the association for 
coming up with the idea 
of constructing a shop-

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia proofed.
He called on the com-

mercial bank to ensure 
that it would fulfill its 
own aspect of the agree-
ment.

In his remarks, the 
Senior Special Assistant 
to Abia State Governor 
on Trade and Invest-
ment, Jude Udeachara 
thanked the union for 
reasoning in the same 
line with the state gov-
ernor for traders to 
move into areas already 
designated for them by 
government.

He disclosed that 
as incentive, the state 
governor had approved 
construction of a kilo-
meter road with drain-
ages, industrial power 
generator to serve the 
whole market, “This is 
not just promises but 
will be fulfilled imme-
diately with the com-
mencement of the one 
kilometer road,” he said.

Y
ahaya Bello, 
governor of 
Kogi State, has 
said that the 

Akaokuta Steel project 
can spark a huge eco-
nomic and industrial 
revolution. 

Bello noted that steel 
production was one of 
surest ways of becoming 
a global player politically, 
economically and indus-
trially.

He also described 
the state as key to the 
economic prosperity of 
Nigeria.

Bello made the obser-
vation while address-
ing a group, Kogi Hope 
Alive, in Lokoja, adding 
that Kogi State carries 
the hope of the nation 
towards economic re-
naissance.

The governor, who 
spoke through his Di-

rector General of Media 
and Publicity, Kingsley 
Fanwo, said the state 
remains one of the most 
important drivers for a 
diversified economy that 
will be less dependent 
on oil.

He said that Ajaoku-
ta Steel can provide a 
stand by path to national 
greatness and that Kogi is 
blessed with a number of 
mineral resources. 

According to him, 
“the state has the high-
est number of mineral 
resources in the country 
today and this could be 
harnessed to revive the 
economy of the nation.

“We are aware of the 
efforts of the Federal 
Government at bringing 
the project and others in 
the state on stream. A pri-
vate sector-led economy 
will reduce our cost of 
running government as 
the size of civil service 

will be such that our re-
source can manage.

“We call on the Federal 
Government to expedite 
action on Ajaokuta Steel 
and the Iron Ore project 
at Itakpe to help the ad-
ministration’s drive to 
economic diversification 
and industrial revolution. 
The two

projects will have a 
massive impact on our 
economy as well as create 
thousands of jobs”.

The governor further 
said: “Nigeria must get 
it right in the iron and 
steel sector. Developed 
countries know what 
it means for a country 
as Nigeria to embark on 
massive iron and steel 
production. But we must 
weather the storm and 
become a global player 
in the steel market”.

Bello called on inves-
tors to see Kogi State as a 
fertile ground for invest-
ment, adding that his 
administration has made 
the processes of invest-
ment less rigorous and 
friendly.

He maintained that 
his administration has 
been able to conquer in-
security, saying security 
agents are working to 
ensure that security of 
lives and property in the 
state are guaranteed.

minor bank robberies 
as the canines were 
trained to detect when 
criminally-minded ele-
ments want to break 
into parked vehicles 
or steal things kept by 
bank customers.

He called on South-
East governors to come 
to Umuahia and see for 
themselves how they 
could partner with the 
private security compa-
ny to provide security in 
schools and other public 
institutions across the 

states.
S p e a k i n g  o n  h i s 

impression after the 
facility tour of Trust-
Link Security facility, 
the NSCDC state com-
mandant described the 
establishment of such 
training facility as “a 
wonderful develop-
ment” not only for the 
South-East zone but the 
entire nation.

He noted that there 

Dogs can checkmate the excesses of 
herdsmen, says security expert

A
s governors 
of the South-
East geo-po-
litical zone are 

still pondering on how 
to tackle the menace of 
herdsmen, a security 
expert has said that well-
trained security dogs 
could assist in curbing 
the disturbing security 
challenges.

Cyracus Obi, chief 
executive officer, Trust 
Link Dogs and Guards 
Institute, Umuahia, 
made this disclosure 
while chatting with 
journalists soon after 
an inspection visit of his 
training facilities by the 
state commandant of Ni-
geria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC), 
Walter Akubuiroh.

He explained that 
dogs could assist in tack-
ling the herdsmen men-
ace because the trained 
dogs “can alert you about 
herdsmen who are 
armed and warn you of 
dangers ahead”, adding 
that people should not 
think that only police 
dogs, DSS or military 
dogs could provide se-
curity.

Obi maintained that 
dogs remained valu-
able tools in curbing 

VictOriA NNAKiAiKe, Lokoja

was the need to embrace 
dog security in Nigeria 
as in many other na-
tions, adding that “dogs 
are highly detective in 
nature and hardly fail; 
while human beings can 
tell lies but dogs don’t 
tell lies”.

Akubuiroh said that 
the modern security 
facility could be of im-
mense benefit to Abia 
State in particular as 
many schools, banks, 
big homes could avail 
themselves of the use of 

trained dogs to provide 
security.

“One good dog can 
provide a whole school 
with security,” he said.

TrustLink which is af-
filiated to Tex American 
Investigative and Securi-
ty Services Incorporated 
presently has 105 dogs 
of various breeds which 
are kept, trained and ca-
tered for in the modern 
school facility for Dogs. 
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Akinremi Feyisipo

Oyo to conduct local government 
election February next year

O
yo State In-
dependent 
E l e c t o ra l 
C o m m i s -
sion (OY-

SIEC) has declared that 
it would conduct elec-
tions in all the existing 
33 local governments’ 
councils and the newly 
created 35 local council 
development authority 
(LCDAs) in the state by 
February 11, 2017.

This was disclosed 
by the Chairman of the 
Commission, Jide Ajeig-
be during a familiarisa-
tion visits to the Head-
quarters, 2 Division of 
the Nigeria Army, Odog-
bo, Ibadan and the Ni-
geria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC), 
Oyo State Command.

According to the 
Chairman, the Commis-
sion embarked on the 
familiarisation visits to 
all the security agencies 
in the state to ensure 
adequate security be-
fore, during and after the 
conduct of the election.

Ajeigbe noted that 
for the commission to 
achieve free and fair 

The duo appreciated 
Governor Abiola Ajimo-
bi for creating a peaceful 
environment in the state 
in the last 5years, adding 
“anybody that says peace 
is expensive, let him try 
crisis.”

They therefore as-
sured the commission of 
peaceful environment 
where the electorates 
can exercise their civic 
responsibilities

Commandant Ade-
wole stressed that “as a 
stakeholder to officiate 
incorruptible empire, we 
promise never to com-
promise on our job dur-
ing and after the election. 
We are here to protect 
government assets and 
we are all government 
assets”. 

election, it is imperative 
to beef up security for 
the lives and proper-
ties of all and sundry 
and consequently re-
stated the commitment 
and preparedness of the 
Commission in conduct-
ing a transparent elec-
tion. He however, can-
vassed for the support 
of the security agencies 
in maintaining law and 
order as well as peace 
which has been existing 
in the state, stressing that 
although, election is a 
civic responsibility but 
it is also entails security 
issue.

 In their separate 
remarks, the General 
Officer Commanding 
(GOC) headquarters 2 
Division of the Nigeria 

Army, Major General 
Kasumu Abudulkarim 
and the Commandant 
of the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps, 
Commandant John Ad-
ewole pointed out that 
the commission has no 
other obligatory than 
to conduct election and 
it is essential to provide 
a conducive environ-
ment by abiding with the 
provisional guidelines of 
conducting local govern-
ment polls.

While stressing the 
sensitivity attached to 
elections in the coun-
try, Major-General Ab-
dulkarim enjoined the 
commission to take cog-
nisance of the respon-
dent (the police) to main-
tain law and order.

 Akinremi Feyisipo

T
he Governor of 
Osun State, Rauf 
Aregbesola, has 
calle d on the 

youth in the state to be 
innovative in whatever 
they are doing as young 
professionals.

Aregbesola made the 
call in commemoration 
of African Youths’ Day 
when the youth in the 
state under the aegis of 
Pro Democracy Youth 
paid him a courtesy visit.

1st of November of 
every year is set aside by 
the African Union (AU) 
as African Youth Day to 
address issues affecting 
the youth on the conti-
nent.

The theme of this 
year’s celebration is: 
“Participation and Main-
streaming as a Catalyst 
Towards Achieving a 
Demographic Dividends.”

The governor de-
scribed the day as a day 
to reflect on the life of 
the youth in the state, 
the nation and Africa as 
a whole.

He advocated for in-
clusiveness and engage-
ment of the youth in 
every facet of the soci-
ety because of the abun-
dance of energy deposit 
and huge potential they 
possess.

According to him, his 
administration has pro-
vided for the youth to 
participate fully in gov-
ernment as well as cre-
ated programmes such 
as OYES and OYESTECH 
to engage unemployed 
youths in the state.

He also disclosed that 
his administration es-
tablished the Osun Job 
Centre so as to create a 
data base of unemployed 
youth across the state, 
train them to be employ-
able and employed.

He said “African Youth 
Day is a day to reflect on 
the lives of our youths 
across the continent.

It offers us the oppor-
tunity to assess the lives 
and the activities of our 
youths. Our administra-
tion has provided for the 
youth in the state as well 
as cater to their needs in 
many ways through our 
policies and programmes.

“We focused and are 
still focusing on youths 
in this state. We engage 
them and discuss regu-
larly on things that affect 
them.

“No government will 
neglect people of this age 
bracket because they are 
very central and criti-
cal to the society. That 
is why we provide for 
them to participate in one 
way or another in our 
programmes and policies. 

“Why they are critical 
and should be engage in 
governance is because of 
the huge deposit of po-
tential they have within 
their capacity to deploy to 
anything them do.”

Aregbesola further 
said: “All I want to advise 
them to do is to be cre-
ative and innovative in 
whatever they engage 
in. It is by doing things 
differently that they can 
quickly make their marks 
in the society.”

He also promised that 
his government would 
continue to engage the 
youth while looking for-
ward to seeing their con-
tributions to the progress 
and development of the 
state.

Earlier in an inter-
active session with the 
governor, the youths in 
a presentation identified 
three areas, education, 
agriculture and youth 
participation in govern-
ment, scoring the gover-
nor’s performance very 
highly in these areas.

The Coordinator of 
Pro-Democracy Youth, 
Semih Adabanija, ac-
knowledged the progress 
Aregbesola has made in 
education, agriculture 
and youth employment 
in the last six years.

Adabanija commend-
ed the governor for the 
turnaround in the ed-
ucation sector both in 
physical structure and 
the curricula.

He lauded the state-
of-the-art school build-
ings scattered across the 
state, saying Osun has not 
experienced such a huge 
development in recent 
times.

He equally commend-
ed government policies 
in agriculture aimed at 
providing sufficient food 
for the state as well as 
exporting to other states.

“You have achieved 
giant strides in education 
and provision of infra-
structure, agriculture and 
youth inclusiveness.

“The infrastructure 
dotting the nooks and 
crannies of the state is 
an eloquent testimony 
of your achievements 
in education. Not only 
that, your administra-
tion reviewed school fees 
downward in all tertiary 
institutions in the state.

“You have sustained 
the school feeding pro-
gramme for the pupils of 
elementary schools, in-
creased grant to schools, 
trained and employed 
more teachers. We notice 
all these achievements.

“You have recently 
intervened in the crisis 
in Ladoke Akintola Uni-
versity’s crisis as well as 
the Osun State College of 
Education, Ila-Orangun.”

African youth Day: How we’re 
encouraging youths to be 
innovative, productive in osun 
- Aregbesola

...poll to hold in 33LGs, 35LCDAs – oysieC Chair

29 convicted in Aba for 
violating sanitation law

2
9 persons were 
on the last En-
v i r o n m e n t a l 
Sanitation exer-

cise fined various sums 
of money, while some 
were mandated to serve 

some months’ jail term 
by Umuahia Sanitation 
court for violating the 
Abia State Environmen-
tal Sanitation Laws.

32 persons arrested at 
various points in Umua-
hia state capital were said 
to be wandering or going 

about their businesses 
between the hours of 
9.00 and 11.00am while 
the exercise was going 
on, thereby committing 
offence by not taking 
part.

But the presiding of-
ficer, Chinedu Irokanulo 

UDokA AGWU, Umuahia said three of the offend-
ers were asked to pick 
pieces of papers with-
in the premises of the 
Umuahia North Local 
Government Headquar-
ters because they were 
either students or mi-
nors while the rest were 
fined between N3000 
and N5000.

I ro k a n u l o  n o t e d 
that the increase in the 
number of offenders 
apprehended in Satur-
day’s exercise was the 
enforcement of the law 
by security operatives 
who never spared the 
offenders.

Ikechi Mbonu, direc-
tor of Pollution Control 
and Environmental 
Health, said the exer-
cise was successful more 
than previous ones.

He said that for the 
exercise to improve more 
in the future there was 
the need to put more ef-
forts in the enforcement 
so that it would serve as 
deterrent to others.
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Peter Okebukola, a professor and former executive secretary, National Universities Commission (left); Kayode 
Fayemi, minister of Mines and Steel Development; Ajoke Ogunsan, wife of the celebrant;  Ayodele Ogunsan, the 
celebrant; Femi Adesina, special adviser to the President on Media and Publicity; Ganiyu Solomon; Boyi Ibrahim, 
managing director, PAN; Gbolahan Lawal, commissioner for Housing, Lagos State, and Pastor Segun Babatope, 
during the 40th birthday celebration of Ogunsan in Lagos, recently.

Africa Records 8% rise in passenger 
traffic with world overall growth of 7%

A
frica has re-
corded 8per-
cent rise in 
passenger 
traffic as the 

International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) 
announced global pas-
senger traffic results for 
September, showing that 
overall world demand 
(measured in revenue 
passenger kilometers, 
or RPKs) grew 7percent 
compared to the same 
month in 2015.

This was the strongest 
year-over-year increase 
in seven months. Capac-
ity climbed 6.6percent 
and load factor edged up 
0.3 percentage points to 
81.1percent. Growth in 
domestic traffic slightly 
outpaced growth in in-
ternational traffic.

“September’s growth 
in passenger demand 
was healthy. Important-
ly, this rebound from 
August weakness sug-
gests that travel demand 
is showing its resilience 
in the aftermath of terror 
attacks.

“We must, of course, 
be ever-alert to the on-

going terror threat. And 
overall the industry is 
still vulnerable to being 
buffeted by rising geo-
political tensions, protec-
tionist political agendas, 
and weak economic fun-
damentals.

“This will still be a 
good year for the airline 
industry’s performance, 
but our profitability will 
continue to be hard-
won,” said Alexandre de 
Juniac, IATA’s Director 
General and CEO.

International Pas-
senger Markets Inter-
national RPKs climbed 
6.9percent with airlines 
in all regions record-
ing growth compared 
to 2015. Total capac-
ity climbed 7.2percent, 
causing load factor to 
slide 0.2 percentage 
points to 80.4percent.

European carriers saw 
September demand rise 
5.2percent over Septem-
ber 2015. Capacity rose 
5.7percent and load fac-
tor slipped 0.4 percent-
age points to 84.8percent, 
which was the highest 
among regions.

D e m a n d  g ro w t h 
seems to be returning to 
normal after the disrup-

tion caused by terrorism 
and political instability.

Asia-Pacific airlines’ 
traffic rose 8.6percent 
in September compared 
to the year-ago period, 
although there are still 
signs of Asian travelers 
being put off by terror-
ism in Europe. Capacity 
increased 7.7percent, and 
load factor rose 0.7 per-
centage points to 77.9per-
cent.

Middle East carriers 
had an 11.5percent rise 
in demand in September 
compared to a year ago, 
which was the largest 
increase among regions. 
Capacity rose faster, 
however, up 13.8percent 
and load factor dropped 
1.5 percentage points to 
73.9percent.

N o r t h  A m e r i c a n 
airlines experienced a 
3.3percent rise in de-
mand. While the upward 
trend in international 
traffic has eased of late, 
seasonally-adjusted pas-
senger volumes have 
risen at an annualized 
rate of 6percent since 
March. Capacity rose 
4.2percent and load fac-
tor fell 0.7 percentage 
points to 81.5percent.

Ifeoma okeke

A cross section of Total Health Trust staff at their quarterly ‘Thank God It’s Friday’ event celebrating Nigeria at 56

L-R: Jeremiah Ojediran(VC),Mobolaji Williams(guest lectuer), Rear Admiral Ijeoma(Retd.) and  Adeoye Ojo,(Ag.
Dean,College of Engineering) Bells University of Tech. Ota at the 3rd  induction ceremony for the new graduands 
of engineering

L-R: Oluwatoyin Agbola(FNSE),her son Babatunde Agboola (one of the graduands) and Ademola Agboola at the 
Induction ceremony, BELLSTECH, Ota

Victor Osa Obayagbona, assistant news editor (6th right); Jumoke Akiyode, IT reporter (7th right holding a cake) 
both marking their birthdays in the newsroom, while John Omachonu, deputy editor, BusinessDay (3rd right); Bill 
Okonedo, news editor (centre) and other members of staff felicitating with the celebrants.

Celebrant cutting his cake with the assistance of family members and friends.
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Growing healthy citizens take centre stage as Dufil 
prima deepens Nutrition/Dietetics capacity 

Internet, technology remain next line of socio-
economic development for Nigeria - British expert

J
ohn Wood, Pro-
fessor of Mate-
rials Science at 
the Imperial Col-
lege, London, and 

Secretary-General of 
the Association of Com-
monwealth Universities 
(ACU) has said that “by 
2020, about 25 billion ob-
jects will be connected 
to the internet to aid 
knowledge sharing and 
technological advance-
ment.”

Wood, who said that 
the skills of data science 
and data analytics would 
be the core competencies 
required to work in this 
environment, tasked 
Nigeria universities to 
prepare themselves and 
their students for this 
future environment, just 
as he added that the next 
line of development for 
Nigeria is Internet and 
Technology.

Wood stated this 
while delivering the 
32nd Convocation Lec-
ture of the University of 
Ilorin entitled “The Fu-
ture of Universities”, and 
held at the University 
Auditorium on Friday. 
According o him, uni-
versities are crucial to 
the future of humanity, 
hence the need for res-
toration of confidence 
in the young people, 
especially university 
graduates, so as to drive 

and the ability to ex-
change large amounts 
of information and data 
rapidly. Although, slight-
ly old data with the use 
of the internet and so-
cial networking in 2010 
showed that the obvi-
ous areas of the world 
such as North America, 
Europe, Japan etc. were 
making maximum use 
of the internet and so-
cial networking, regions 
such as Africa were lag-
ging behind.

“Although, Nigeria is 
catching up fast. In 2016, 
Nigeria has a 38percent 
internet penetration 
rate and has increased 
this by 17percent over 

the past three years. In-
deed Africa has seen 
the largest investment 
in international band-
width over the past four 
years and down the west 
coast of Africa has pipe-
lines to Europe which 
are the envy of some of 
the smaller European 
countries.

“Investment in broad-
band infrastructure is 
vital. But this also needs 
a change in perception 
in realising that the data 
that is carried around 
globally is itself an infra-
structure that needs to 
be managed if solutions 
to global challenges are to 
be solved and citizens are 

the future of universities.
The Convo cation 

lecturer said: “We face 
challenging times and 
universities are key to 
the future. I believe the 
vision and mission of Ilo-
rin are fit for this future”, 
noting that three com-
ponents of the future 
would influence how 
universities would fare 
in the days ahead.  

There according to 
him, are “Polycentricism 
and the Global Environ-
ment, the Soul of the 
University as well as 
Open Science and Open 
Innovation.  “ While 
these might sound rath-
er grand, we might say 
that the first is about 
the world we live in 
now, the second refers 
to what the university 
itself controls and the 
third is how the impact 
of new technologies will 
affect the way teaching, 
research and innovation 
will affect the life of the 
university”.

The London Imperial 
College don emphasized 
that with the expanding 
population of Africa, the 
world population may 
hit around 9 billion by 
2050 while numbers of 
potential students will 
continue to increase es-
pecially in Africa.

“By the 2030 global 
trends, the world will 
be affected with the em-
powerment of individu-
als, which contributes to 

a sense of belonging
to a single human com-

munity;  greater stress on 
sustainable development 
against a backdrop of 
greater resource scar-
city and persistent pov-
erty, compounded by the 
consequences of climate 
change

as well as the emer-
gence of a more polycen-
tric world characterised 
by a shift of power away 
from states and grow-
ing governance gaps 
as the mechanisms for 
inter-state relations fail 
to respond adequately 
to global public demands.

“Central to all these 
changes is the internet 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin to accept the solutions. 
International learning 
and research infrastruc-
tures are independent 
of the actual universi-
ties and drive further 
the idea of a polycentral 
world.

“Yet realising these 
infrastructures are vi-
tal to universities, in-
novation, jobs etc. is not 
understood by many. 
Such infrastructures can 
be physical such as the 
Large Hadron Collider at 
CERN or virtual such as 
the Common Language 
Repository, CLARIN 
which is important for 
indigenous languages.

“Others such as in the 
field of biodiversity take 
data from many differ-
ent sources including in-
dividual mobile phones 
whereby the data is ana-
lysed centrally and then 
redistributed to all who 
wish to take part in the 
research including the 
public”, Wood added.

Earlier in his wel-
come address, entitled 
“Knowledge is Life”, the 
Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Ilorin, 
Professor AbdulGaniyu 
Ambali (OON) com-
mended the Convoca-
tion Lecturer for finding 
time to honour the invi-
tation aimed at advanc-
ing the knowledge of 
the people within and 
outside the University 
of Ilorin and Nigeria in 
general.

A
s part of its 
strategic drive 
t o  r e w r i t e 
the nutrition 

template of Nigeria by 
raising seasoned profes-
sionals in the fields of 
Nutrition and Dietetics, 
Dufil prima has award-
ed scholarships to 12 
postgraduate students 
from several universi-
ties spread across the 
country.

The company pre-
sented the beneficiaries 
with cheques, in what 
it said represented the 
final tranche disburse-
ment of the total scholar-
ship worth of N450, 000 
for each student under 
the Dufil MSc. Nutrition 
Scholarship Awards for 
the 2015/2016 session.

Amber Yadav, Brand 
manager, Indomie, while 
speaking at the cheque 
presentation ceremony, 
said: “The scholarship 
scheme is a noble course 
which the brand is 
pleased to be associated 
with. He said the scheme 
serves as a means to give 
back to the society and 
most especially to the 
field of Nutrition and 
Dietary which the brand 
is synonymous with.’’

Yadav reiterated that 
Dufil has always associ-
ated with the Nutrition 
Society of Nigeria (NSN) 
and this is one of the 
reasons for focusing on 
students studying Nu-
trition and Dietetics as 
this discipline has a huge 
impact on our diets and 
overall health as a nation.

Tope Ashiwaju, Group 
Public Relations and 

Event manager, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc while 
speaking at the event re-
emphasised the brand as 
being a socially responsi-
ble one, and is constantly 
poised towards support-
ing initiatives such as 
this which inevitably 
has a major effect on the 
health of the nation.

According to him, 
“We want to re-write 
the nutrition template of 
our dear country and as 
a brand we are commit-
ted to raising seasoned 
professionals in this field. 
Professionals who we 
believe can place us side 
by side other developed 
nations in the nearest fu-
ture. We therefore hope 
that in a short time from 
now, Nigeria would be 
able to boast of quality 
manpower in the field 
of nutrition and dietetics, 

and with a huge number 
of qualified and compe-
tent professionals.”

 Babatunde Ogun-
tona, coordinator of the 
Dufil Msc. Nutrition 
Award, while appre-
ciating to Dufil Prima 
Foods Plc said: “Amongst 
all the organisations we 
reached out to with this 
idea of a Nutrition Schol-
arship at its conception, 
only Dufil Prima Foods 
Plc responded positively 
and ever since has en-
sured its growth and 
continuity. We are 
therefore grateful that 
Indomie- the leading 
noodles brand in Nigeria 
has taken upon itself the 
duty of raising compe-
tent manpower in the 
field of Nutrition.”

Appre ciating the 
brand on its effort and 
support, Yerimah Akin-

KELECHI EWUZIE tiyari who is a post-
graduate student at the 
Ahmadu Bello Univer-
sity, Zaria, and also one 
of the beneficiaries of 
the scholarship award, 
said the timely and con-
tinuous intervention of 
Dufil Prima Foods Plc 
would no doubt help 
provide her with ad-
equate knowledge and 
skill to help fight the 
scourge of malnutrition 
which is prevalent in the 
Northern part of Nigeria 
where she resides.

The 2015/2016 edi-
tion of the Dufil M.Sc. 
Nutrition Scholarship 
Awards is the eight 
edition of the laudable 
Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility initiative 
from leading noodles 
manufacturer; Indomie. 
The scholarship scheme 
which commenced in 

the year 2009 is for Ni-
gerian students studying 
Nutrition and Dietetics 
at Masters’ degree level 
with the aim of assisting 
in the training of high 
level manpower in the 
field of Nutrition and 
Dietetics in the country.

The students became 
eligible for the scholar-
ship award after a thor-
ough screening of their 
application by a notable 
panel made up of dis-
tinguished nutritionists 
from different parts of 
the country, and the pro-
gramme Coordinator for 
the Scholarship Award, 
Babatunde Oguntona 
who is a past President 
of the Nutrition Society 
of Nigeria and also a Pro-
fessor of Nutrition and 
Dietary at the Federal 
University of Agricul-
ture, Abeokuta.



L-R: Cocodia Collins, commissioner for youth development, Bayelsa; Nadav Goren, deputy head of 
mission, the Embassy of Israel in Nigeria, and Aviad Marco, guest speaker, at the Homeland  and 
Cyber Security Conference Sensitisation Dinner, organised by the Embassy of Israel and Federal 
Ministry of Interior, in Abuja NAN

L-R, Egejuru Eze, director, animal production and husbandry services, Federal Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Rolf Hernoe, program coordinator, Care Denmark; Rolf Hernoe, program coordinator, 
Care Denmark and TJan Tofi Noergaard, vice chairman, Arla Foods at the Milky Way to Development 
roundtable meeting on dairy value chain development in West Africa, held in Abuja Pic: by TUNDE

L-R: Lucky Jayaratne, Head, Operations, Technology & Services, Union Bank; Okamaka Okoye, 
managing director, Juhel Nigeria Ltd. and customer, Union Bank; Architect Callistus Ilozumba, former 
Anambra State commissioner and customer, Union Bank; Joe Mbulu, Transformation director, Union 
Bank, at the official launch of two new Union Bank branches in Enugu.

L-R: Obabiyi Fagade, brand manager, Heineken, NB PLC; Franco Maria Maggi, marketing director, 
NB Plc,; American R’n’B singer, T-Pain; Ngozi Nkwoji, senior brand manager, Heineken, NB Plc; and 
Mark Rutten, finance director, NB, Plc at the Heineken Live Your Music party

L-R: Oyinkan Adewale, Executive Director & Chief Financial Officer, Union Bank; Abimbola Fashola, 
former First Lady, Lagos State; Adesuwa Onyenokwe, Publisher & Editor, TW Magazine; Omotola 
Oyebanjo, Head Communications and Media, Union Bank at the 15th WIMBIZ Annual Conference 
held in Eko Hotel and Suites, Lagos.

L-R: Leonard Ona, Judge, Life Progress Booster Show; Chukwuma Anuwanuke and Okpara Ogechi, 
Winners from the Progress Booster Show; Akinola Josiah Olufemi, Assistant Brand Manager, Regional 
Mainstream, NB Plc. 
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Funsho Odukoya, Head of Operations, Rand Merchant Bank Nigeria teaching students of Gbara 
Community Senior Secondary School during the World Savings Day 2016 Campaign organized by 
the CBN.

L-R: Dave van Rensburg,GM, marketing, The La Casera Company Plc,  presenting Apple iPhone to 
Wheel, Adepoju Timilehin, winner of La Casera Birthday, at the Prize Presentation In Lagos.
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A
bia State 
G o v e r n -
ment says it 
has identi-
fied about 1, 

200 erosion sites, which 
constitute major ecologi-
cal disaster in the state.

In view of the huge 
capital outlay required 
to tackle the ecologi-
cal problem, the State 
Government keyed into 
the joint World Bank 
and Federal Govern-
ment’s erosion control 
programme, through the 
Nigeria Erosion and Wa-
tershed Management 
initiative (NEWMAP).

To demonstrate its 
readiness for the part-
n e r s h i p ,  G o ve r n o r 
Okezie Ikpeazu, while 
hosting officials of NEW-
MAP in Umuahia, said 
the state would not joke 
with payment of coun-
terpart funds since it 
could not address the 
erosion menace in the 

state alone.
The governor ap-

pealed to the team to 
take a critical look at the 
Ndiegoro, Aba, which 
suffers perennial flood-
ing and was now a di-
saster area. He expressed 
fears that Abia may be 
exposed to a major eco-
logical disaster except 
the threatening erosion 
menace was urgently 
tackled and promised to 
give the team the neces-
sary support it needed to 
function.

Following the agree-
ment, the World Bank 
in conjunction with 
Abia State Government, 
under NEWMAP, has 
spent over N273 million 
to rebuild two commu-
nities in the state that 
are being ravaged by 
gully erosion.

The money is for com-
pensation and rehabilita-
tion of the roads devas-
tated by erosion in the 
affected communities.

The communities that 

GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

Abia identifies 1,200 erosion sites
…Spends N273 million to rebuild communities

benefitted are Amuzuk-
wu in Umuahia North 
Local Government Area 
and Umuezeukwu Nsu-
lu in Isiala Ngwa North 
council.

Federal Mortgage Bank 
to determine actual 
housing deficit by 2018

T
h e  A c t i n g 
Managing Di-
rector of the 
Federal Mort-

gage Bank of Nigeria 
(FMBN), Richard Esin, 
has promised to deter-
mine the actual hous-
ing deficit in Nigeria 
by 2018. 

Speaking at the first 
Enugu Housing and 
Real Estate Develop-
ment forum organised 
by Enugu Chamber of 
Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture, 
in conjunction with 
Real Estate Developers 
Association of Nigeria, 
Esin said Nigeria had 
no reliable statistics to 
backup the housing 
deficit in the country.

According to him 
the current 17 million 
deficits was a figure 
that had been in the 
use since but that it was 
not realistic.

“The 17 million defi-
cits has been one figure 
that has been around 
for a while. It is over ten 
years since we started 
hearing about it.

He said that they 
have already start-
ed talking with the 
National Population 
Commission so that 
they would be car-
ried along when con-
ducting the popula-
tion census exercise 
proposed for 2018. “we 
will work with them 
to determine the hous-
ing deficit,” he said.

Esin regretted that 
the Nigerian mortgage 
system was still under-
developed in driving 
home ownership.

He said that a larger 
chunk of the FMBN 
resources would hence-
forth be channelled to 
providing mortgages 
for contributors who 
earn below 10 million 
naira per annum.“Our 
focus is now primarily 
with the mass target 
which are the lower 
and medium income 
earners.

“If we do that there 
will be a profound im-
pact in the number of 
people that will be able 
to promote home own-
ership in the country,” 
he said.

REGiS ANUkwUOji

institute trains over 200 Oyo farmers 
to boost maize production

T
h e  I n s t i t u t e 
o f  A g r i c u l -
tural Research 
and Training 

(IAR&T), Ibadan has 
extended its maize ca-
pacity building/ train-
ing programme tagged 
‘Maize Improvement 
Programme for farmers  
in Saki, Oyo and Ibadan-
Ibarapa agricultural 
zones in Oyo state with 
over 200 in attendance. 

Speaking in Eruwa, 
headquarters of Ibarapa 
Local Government Area 
of the state, IAR&T Team 
Leader, Olugbenga Egbe-
tokun maintained that 

...as monarch calls for more irrigation farms, dams in South-west
AkiNREMi FEYiSipO the capacity building 

for maize farmers which 
had earlier been held in 
Saki and Oyo was to in-
crease productivity and 
profitability of maize 
production among the 
farmers in the state.

Egbetokun, who also 
noted that the training 
is aimed at improving 
productivity said “We 
are moving around Oyo 
State to empower farm-
ers’ technical-know-
how on how to increase 
their production and 
improve productivity of 
maize and it is all encom-
passing training which 
includes all areas of spe-
cialty of our seasoned 
scientists in IAR&T.

“In the team, we have 
plant breeders, we have 
pathologists, entomolo-
gists and agricultural 
economists in the team 
and we are doing this to 
improve the production 
of farmers and improve 
productivity.

“This is another op-
portunity for us to get 
feedback from farmers 
and proffer solutions. 
All the challenges they 
have identified, we are 
providing solutions to 
them. Egbetokun said 
major problems con-
fronting maize produc-
tion categorised as pests, 
pathogenes, mechani-
cal, environmental and 
chemical factors include; 
insects, mites, rodents, 
birds and mammals. 
Others include disease, 
breakage, temperature, 
light, moisture, oxygen, 
lightning, wind and fer-
tilizer or pest excess and 
nutritional disorder.

He therefore urged 
farmers to plant resis-
tant maize varieties and 
embrace crop rotation 
with non-host crops. 
Other include to main-
tain standard plant pop-
ulation and soil fertility, 
good farm sanitation 
and cultural practices, 
proper residue manage-

over N238 million.
Meanwhile, the de-

sign work for the Amu-
zukwu and Amuda 
Isuochi in Umunneochi 
council gully erosion 
sites is in progress and 
the state government is 
getting ready to award 
the contracts to rehabil-
itate them. The design 
work for other gully 
erosion disaster sites 
in Elu Ohafia, Dodds 
Methodist Church and 
Umuagu Ibeku have 
been completed by the 
bank.

Izuchukwu Onwu-
hara, acting director, 
Abia NEWMAP, who 
disclosed these develop-
ments at Umuezekwu 
Nsulu, during the mark-
ing of this year’s world 
environment day, ex-
plained that the projects 
were facilitated by the 
World Bank, following 
the payment of the state 
project’s counterpart 
fund.

Amuzukwu was paid 
N34 million compensa-
tion for properties lost 
to gully erosion and 
Umuezeukwu Nsulu in 

Isiala North Local Gov-
ernment Area whose 
1.2 kilometer road was 
devastated is being re-
habilitated at a cost of 

ment, use of chemical 
and fertilizers based on 
recommendation, use 
integrated pest manage-
ment and store seeds 
at 12percent moisture 
content.

The Eleruwa of Eru-
wa Oba Samuel Ade-
bayo Adegbola while 
receiving the team in his 
palace urged the Federal 
Government through 
the ministry of agricul-
ture to establish irriga-
tion farms and dams in 
the South-West like the 
way it is being done in 
the North.

While describing the 
training as timely in this 
period when the coun-
try is looking for other 
ways to make money, 
Oba Adegbola main-
tained that it is time the 
government make irri-
gation farms functional 
in the region.

He said “I am calling 
on the Federal Govern-
ment to establish irriga-
tion farms and dams in 
the southwest to boost 
our own production. 
You know the only pro-
fession that predates 
farming is hunting; 
farming is an instru-
ment of development 
which should not to be 
neglected.
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Reps tackle oil firms over $5bn gas 
flaring, environmental pollution

M
e m -
b e r s 
of the 

House of Representa-
tives has expressed con-
cern over lackadaisical 
attitude of oil companies 
operating in the country 
towards ending gas flar-
ing estimated at over $5 
billion yearly from over 
257 flow stations in the 
Niger Delta.

Obinna Chidoka, 
chairman House Com-
mittee on Environment 
and Habitat expressed 
the concern during in-
teractive session with 
representatives of oil 
and gas Companies, 
selected Civil Society 
Organisations and host 
communities, held at the 
National Assembly com-
plex, Abuja, last week.

C h i d o k a  w h o 
frowned at the devel-
opment, said: “it is also 
established that 950 to-
tal recorded incidences 
of oil spill occurred in 
2015 with a volume of 
47,775.49 barrels im-
pacting 595,800 square 
meters. Out of this, 
only 27.78percent were 
cleaned.

“In 2016, so far 499 
spills have been record-
ed, the record stated that 
28,543.69 barrels were 
spilled covering 595,800 
square meters areas of

impact.
“Further available sta-

tistics in 2015 shows that 
Addax Oil company re-
corded two incidence of 
spills, AP Moler 2, Chev-
ron 14, Conoil

Producing Ltd 2, Mo-

vironmental Programme 
(UNEP) report on Ogoni 
land, stressing that the 
Committee has been in-
undated with several 
petitions bothering on 
alleged violations of the 
environment by opera-
tions of oil and gas com-
panies.

While speaking on 
behalf of the host com-
munities, traditional Rul-
ers and leaders of the 
affected communities in 
Rivers and Delta states, 
accused National Oil 
Spill Response Agency 
(NOSDRA) of conniving 
with oil companies by 
subduing the interests 
of the host communities.

In his submission, Chi-
nese Igwe, who spoke 
on behalf of the 12 com-
munities of Ogbaland, 
Onelga of River State, 
decried the neglect of the 
communities by Agip.

He lamented that the 
oil spill has created a lot 
of damages of farmlands 
and produces, death of 
livestock and animals 
as well as livelihood of 
thousands of people liv-
ing in the communities.

On his part, Ciroma 
Clande, who spoke on 
behalf of the Brass Host 
Community explained 
that the Minister of Envi-
ronment recently visited 
the community where 
the oil spill occurred at 
Agip Carnal.

Also speaking, Osteen 
Igbapeke, who repre-
sented Agge, Aghoro, 
19 fishing Co-operative 
societies in Burutu and 
Ekperemu LGA of Delta 
State, called for the re-
moval of the NOSDRA 
Director General for fail-
ing to perform creditably.

bil Producing Nigeria 63, 
Agip 71, NPDC 10, SE-
PLAT 8, Shell Petroleum 
Development Company 
28, among others.

“Subs e quently in 
2016, total incidences of 
spill indicate that Agip 
has 43 recorded spills 
so far, Mobil Produc-
ing Nigeria 26, Shell Pe-
troleum Development 
Company 18, Chevron 8 
and Nigeria Petroleum 
Development Company 
9,” Chidoka said.

While expressing dis-
pleasure over the spate 
of flaring of associated 
gas, oil spillages and 
discharge of untreated 
effluents into the ca-
nals, rivers and seas, be-
moaned the plight of 
millions of Nigerians

living in various host 
communities who were 
impacted negatively by 
the activities of oil com-

panies involved in oil 
exploration.

“Though one under-
stands the scenario of 
the pains, hurts, hard-
ship of the host com-
munities particularly in 
the Niger Delta region 
who bear the brunt of 
pollutions attendant on 
the operations of the oil 
and gas Companies on 
their livelihoods, arable 
lands, water, etc, yet the 
action of  some locals in 
pipeline breakages and 
local crude oil

refining activities 
equally does a lot of harm 
to the environment and 
health of the local com-
munity,” he lamented.

He however, reit-
erated Government’s 
commitment towards 
domestication of all in-
ternational conventions 
and treaties as well as 
the United Nations En-

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
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Abia first lady advises legislators’ wives to 
embrace people-oriented policies

N
kechi Ikpea-
zu,  wife of 
the Governor 
of Abia State, 

has advised wives of 
members of the State 
House of Assembly to 
be abreast with pro-
grammes, policies and 
activities of government 
both at the state and 
local government lev-
els to be able to impact 
positively on their con-
stituents.

Ikpeazu, who made 
the call when the wives 
of the legislators paid 
her a courtesy visit at 
the Government House 
Umuahia, expressed joy 
over the unity and sense 
of purpose exhibited by 
the wives of the legisla-
tors despite their political 
leanings.

S h e  e n c o u r a g e d 
them to provide peace-
ful, loving and sup-
portive atmosphere in 
their homes to enable 
their husbands func-
tion very well with-

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia out distractions, noting 
that the tasks of be-
ing representatives of 
the people was hectic 
for legislators who she 
described as bridges 
between government 
and the people.

She appreciated them 
for the gift items they 
had donated to the less-
privileged through her 
office and expressed 
readiness to collaborate 
with them in humani-
tarian services that 
would uplift lives of the 
less-privileged.

Speaking earlier, Kate 
Martins Azubuike, wife 
of the Speaker of the 
State House of Assembly, 
commended the phil-
anthropic activities of 
Mrs. Ikpeazu through 
her Vicar Hope Founda-
tion, stating that it has 
brought hope and relief 
to many.

Mrs. Azubuike added 
that the wives of the 
legislators were ready 
and willing to cooper-
ate and assist in mak-
ing lives better for the 
down-trodden.Nkechi Ikpeazu

Union Bank unveils newly 
upgraded branches in Enugu

W
ith a con-
s i s t e n t 
effort to 
provide 

quality and effective 
banking services to cus-
tomer across Nigeria, 
Union Bank has un-
veiled 2 newly upgrad-
ed branches in Enugu, 
Enugu State.

The new branches, 
located at No 58, Zik 
Avenue, Uwani and No 
3, Garden Avenue, Enu-
gu, are fully equipped 
to deliver quick and 
efficient services to its 
customers in a vibrant 
and conducive environ-
ment. 

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e 
e ve n t ,  J o e  M b u l u , 
Transformation Direc-
tor, Union Bank, com-
mented on how the 
bank’s constant en-
gagement with custom-
ers all over Nigeria has 
driven the bank to keep 
developing services to 
support their lifestyle.

He said, “Our ob-
jective as a bank is to 
be customer-focused, 
and we are intensive-
ly expanding the capa-
bilities of our system 
to ensure we me et 
and exceed customers’ 
expectations.  We are 
improving our physi-
cal infrastructure, but 
we have also gone be-
yond that. Our prom-
ise to build a simpler, 
smarter bank means 
to cater for our cus-
tomers through con-
venient, secure and 
f a s t  b a n k i n g  p l at -
forms like the mobile 
and online banking 
systems which en-
sure customer spend 
less time banking and 
more time living”.

Addressing guests at 

the event, Carlos Wan-
derley, Head, Retail 
Banking, Union Bank, 
said, “The strategy to 
improve our physical 
and banking infrastruc-
ture is built on creat-
ing excellent customer 
experience. Custom-
ers can easily make 
banking transactions 
within short periods, 
gain speedy access to 
added services wher-
ever they are, and also 
have private and com-
fortable conversations 
with their relationship 
manager when neces-
sary.”

C o m p l i m e n t i n g 
Union Bank on its ex-
cellence in customer 
experience, Architect 
Callistus Ilozumba, for-
mer Commissioner of 
Works, Anambra State 
who is also a customer 
of the Bank said, “My 
experience with Union 
Bank has always been 
exceptional, either as 
an individual, business 
or for my family. As 
a customer of Union 
Bank, we have worked 
together to build a very 
successful business, 
and the bank has con-
tinued to support us in 
increasing our capacity. 
So it has been a won-
derful experience for 
me as a customer and 
member of the Union 
Bank family.”

W i t h  o v e r  1 0 0 
new and refurbished 
branches across Nigeria 
leading to a 20% reduc-
tion in transaction pro-
cess time, Union Bank 
continues to reaffirm its 
commitment towards 
providing world class 
facilities that best suit 
its customers’ banking 
needs.
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Over 20 years ago, a Niger Delta 
indigene who resided in Lagos 
by name, Mark, was at a point 

highly distressed at the plight of the 
oil-bearing area that he told yours 
truly that “I was born in Delta State 
50 years ago and saw gas flaring go-
ing on at the back of my house every 
day. Everything is polluted including 
the zinc over our house. Today (at the 
time he spoke with me 20 years ago) 
gas-flaring is still taking place at that 
same point. And when I am praying 
that God should punish bad leaders, 
people say I am praying dangerous 
prayer.”

Some years ago, a young man from 
Delta State was to go introduce a 
lady to his parents in his village. The 
journey was postponed several times 
and eventually cancelled because 
there was no road leading to the 
place. He was afraid if the lady expe-
rienced the trauma he goes through 
each time he travels to the village, 
she could change her mind. Many 
years after these sad tales, the story 
has remained the same, if not even 
worsened today despite the presence 
of governments at the centre and the 
state in the last 17 years. These are 
some of the provocations that had 
led to militancy in the Niger Delta. 
Countless number of agreements 
had been made in the past on how to 

Where does the new deal leave Niger Delta?

These are indeed terrible times. We 
are hearing and seeing things that 
were never imagined. How could 

anyone imagine that brides would aban-
don her groom in the midst of a wedding 
service and run off to hug another man in 
the congregation whom she claimed she 
truly loved? But this happened in Sapele, 
Delta State, a few days ago when the bride 
to one Julius was reported to have taken 
off in the midst of reciting her marital 
vows. She was said to have screamed on 
top of her voice, “I am no longer interested”. 
And all pleas by one and all to get her back 
to her ‘senses’ proved abortive. 

The ceremony ended abruptly. A few 

Perilous times!

Haba EFCC!
A

ttention of sketches was 
drawn to a serious ‘slip of 
tongue or pen’ by some 
people at the EFCC, who 

while trying to exonerate their boss, 
Ibrahim Magu gave inkling into the 
levity with which the commission 
is prosecuting the war against cor-
ruption in the country. The matter 
at hand is the one involving one 
Ibanga Akpabio, a brother to Godswill 
Akpabio, a former governor of Akwa 
Ibom State and now a senator, where 
it was alleged that Ibanga had a pact 
with Magu to help him deal with his 
(Ibanga’s) purported political adver-
saries in his native state of Akwa 
Ibom. Now, while trying to disclaim 
Ibanga and his allegations the com-
mission had reportedly said that “If 
Magu was Akpabio’s friend; he would 
not have been in detention in EFCC 
custody over N10million fraud”. Does 
it mean that N10million is too small 
an amount for EFCC to clamp some-
one in detention or that those who are 
friends of Magu are protected from in-
vestigation and prosecution? But this 

Dollarisation in a naira state!

end the restiveness in the oil-bearing 
areas of the South-South to no avail. 
Today, everybody is happy that the 
talk between the Federal Govern-
ment and elders of the Niger Delta 
went well, and the expectation is that 
it would see the end of the agitation 
and militancy that had done more 
harm than good to the country and to 
the people of the region in particular. 
No clinking of glasses yet.

The height of hypocrisy
The other day during the 2016 Tony Elu-

melu Entrepreneurship Forum in Lagos, 
Olusegun Obasanjo, a former president, 

was said to have placed some order for made-
in Aba shoes. For those who saw the action 
as harmless, the former president is indeed a 
lover of the Igbo nation. But a critical assess-
ment must be made of his love for the Igbo and 
how his government either as military head of 
state or civilian president impacted that part 
of the country. When Obasanjo was in power, 
Aba shoemakers were also doing their thing 

N
i g e r i a n s ’  p re f e re n c e  fo r 
foreign things has not only 
ruined the economy, it has 
driven many Nigerians into 

committing all manner of crimes. But 
the worst culprit is the government 
that sees nothing wrong with dollaris-
ing everything. All the contracts are 

is a country where people are being 
sent to jail for stealing a fowl, a goat or 
meagre amount as small as N20, 000. 
Statements that should be fed to the 
public must be properly scrutinized 
to avoid insulting further the over-
insulted sensibilities of the Nigerian 
masses who have been ‘raped’ and 
‘re-raped’ by their so-called leaders.

discussed and awarded in dollar terms. 
These also include contracts awarded 
to local contractors. Can you imagine, 
the Federal Government is propos-
ing a loan and has never cared to tell 
Nigerians what $30billion is worth in 
Naira terms. 

The over-glorification of the Ameri-
can currency accounts for the reason 
why every government official does 
everything under the sun to acquire as 
much dollar as possible. Instead of tell-
ing the Nigerian people that govern-
ment wants to borrow N9.12 trillion, 
it is flaunting dollar to them, perhaps 
to make those who do not understand 
the equivalent in naira to think it is 
just not too much. There’s no doubt that 
the Senate and other well-meaning 
Nigerians are speaking against the loan 
because the N9.12 trillion is a bottom-
less pit that will drive the country into 
the abyss. By the way, we cannot con-
tinue to pay lip-service to patronising 
locally-made goods while in action, we 
go for the ones made off-shore.

and crying out for government help/assistance and 
nobody listened to them. The people of South East 
cried for good roads and general infrastructure and 
he did not listen to them. Obasanjo cannot be said to 
be on the side of the Igbo nation when it comes to 
addressing the obvious marginalisation of the geo-
political zone. He only chose some of the numerous 
bright talents in South East to help him fix one or 
two things in his highly-criticised government. For 
instance, he saw a go-getter in the late Dora Aku-
nyili, who gave him what he wanted in NAFDAC; 
he picked our own dear Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala as 
minister of finance; Oby Ezekwesili as Education 

minister, etc. Today, he is singing the 
praise of Aba artisans when they have 
through politics of hate and that of 
“let them die” refused to help crafts to 
prosper in South East. They neglected 
all businesses and innovations that 
could have helped Nigeria in general 
just because they originated from Igbo 
people. Out of the 25 billionaires he 
claimed he made while in government, 
how many of them are from the South 
East? So, those who believe that his 
‘love’ for Aba-made shoes is real will 
believe anything.

months ago in Lagos, sketches learnt that 
a woman abandoned her husband shortly 
after the reception and eloped. Her disap-
pearance had caused pandemonium as 
all the guests that were in her husbands’ 
house to greet them continued to ask about 
the whereabouts of the woman. 

A search party was set up and they 
searched in vain. Her telephone lines 
were switched off. But the lady strayed 
back to the man’s house early morning the 
following day to the consternation of the 
husband and some members of his family. 
Elders of the church were called in who 
advised the man to never have anything 
to do with the lady until it was ascer-
tained where she actually went to. It later 
emerged that the woman ran back to her 
secret lover and spent the night with him.
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Donald Trump  and his running mate Mike Pence

debts as income because he 
gave the backers equity in his 
partnerships that owned the 
casinos, effectively writing 
off the income.

C alling it  a “b ombshell 
rep ort,”  the Clinton cam-
paign said the Times’ article 
“reveals the colossal nature 
of Donald Trump’s past busi-
ness failures and just how 
long he may have avoided 
paying any federal income 
taxes whatsoever.”

Clinton fired back that she 
thought Trump did not want 
to release his tax returns 
because it would embarrass 
him in some way.

“And I think there may 
be a couple of reasons. First, 
maybe he’s not as rich as he 
says he is. Second, maybe he’s 
not as charitable as he claims 
to be. Or maybe he doesn’t 
want the American people, 
all of you watching tonight, 
to know that he’s paid noth-
ing in federal taxes,” she said.

T
he p olitical cam-
paign style of black-
mail and digging 
out past offences of 
opponent adopted 

by Democratic Presidential 
Nominee Hillary Clinton and 
her bitter rival Republican 
Donald Trump paints a pic-
ture of a similar bitter race 
between President Muham-
madu Buhari and his prede-
cessor Goodluck Jonathan 
in the pre-2015 polls when a 
lot were prophesied, includ-
ing a possible breakup of the 
entity called Nigeria.

Some Nigerians following 
the rallies as the two candi-
dates canvass for votes, say 
the Americans seem to have 
adopted the Nigerian hostile 
method where politics is seen 
as a do-or-die affair and the 
winner takes all mentality.

Similarly, the threat by 
Donald Trump that “I will jail 
crooked and corrupt Hillary” 
if elected President of the 
US and the promise to fight 
corruption in high places 
including the White House, 
speaks volume of a similar 
2015 presidential campaign 
method and promises by Bu-
hari and his All Progressives 
Congress (APC) against Good-
luck Jonathan, ex-president, 
and his People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), in a race that was 
so bitter that well-meaning 
Nigerian senior citizens had 
to compel Buhari and Jona-
than to sign a peace accord 
that they would not incite 
violence.

The Nigerian 2015 pre-
political arena was charac-
terised by hateful speeches, 
cultural, religious and ethnic 
innuendos that the whole 
world, including America, 
was at alert in case of any 
negative eventuality as a 
result of electoral fallout, due 
to a campaign that focused 
on ruining the reputation of 
political opponents before 
the voters.  

“Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump who are jostling 
for Obama’s seat come No-
vember 8, seem to be learn-
ing political antagonism from 
Nigerian politicians. I can 
say they are good students 
of Nigeria’s political culture. 
Like Nigeria, during the last 

election, the American po-
litical arena is also highly 
tensed now. And again, like 
Nigerians were hatefully 
divided along Buhari and 
Jonathan’s line, Americans 
are also hatefully divided 
along the Clinton and Hillary 
line. Like you said there are 
lots of similarities between 
current American politics 
and Nigerian politics,” said 
Ovabor Usifoh, Benin-based 
political scientist.

He explained that going 
by the extreme verbal war 
between Hillary and Trump, 
it is evident that Nigerian 
political campaign culture 
is negatively impacting the 
American calm political cul-
ture which is highly valued 
by developing c ountries , 
saying that it would by er-
rone ous for Nigerians to 
assume that Nigeria cannot 
influence western nations in 
a new media age.

“The ‘lock her up’ chanting 
by Donald Trump supporters 
is strange in American poli-
tics and Trump is enjoying 
it, otherwise he would have 
asked his supporters to stop 
saying so. He actually started 
it when he said he would 
lock Hillary Clinton up in 
jail if elected. These are cam-
paign strategy of Nigerian 
politicians. This was how 
the APC bullied Jonathan 
out of office. Nigerians were 
incited against him through 
social media. That is not to 
say Jonathan was a saint. I 
am only drawing similarity 
between what is happening 
in America now and what 
happened in Nigeria before 
and during the 2015 elections 
as you asked me,” he told 
BDSUNDAY.

 
Trumps’ tax scandal
As the Election Day draws 

nearer, both candidates have 

continued to ask each other 
questions bordering on al-
leged past misdeeds. Hillary 
Clinton had in one of her 
campaign nights seized on a 
New York Times report about 
Donald Trump’s 1995 tax 
records, in which the Times 
showed he declared a $916 
million loss that could have 
allowed him to legally skip 
paying federal income taxes 
for years.

The report contains some 
of the most detail of Trump’s 
financial empire that has 
been publicly reported. It 
was immediately picked up 
by Clinton’s campaign, which 
has sought to make Trump’s 
refusal to releas e his tax 
returns a major issue of the 
campaign.

In the early 1990s, Trump 
convinced financial back-
ers to forgive large debts he 
could not repay, the paper 
wrote. But he avoided hav-
ing to report the cancelled 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

...in a White House race characterised by hate speeches
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But Trump defended his 
refusal by saying that he is 
under an IRS audit in some 
years as the reason he would 
not be releasing any of his 
returns, and that he would 
release them as soon as Hill-
ary Clinton “releas es her 
33,000 emails that have been 
deleted. As soon as she re-
leases them, I will release.”

But some Democrats say 
Trump’s claims about his tax-
es and income are not inde-
pendently verifiable because 
he has refused to release his 
tax returns, bucking four 
decades of practice among 
presidential nominees.

They argued that his lack 
of transparency is because 
the returns contain some-
thing Trump would like to 
keep secret, either that he 
isn’t as wealthy as he claims, 
that he didn’t give as much 
to charity as he says he did, 
or that he has controversial 
overseas ties.

On the campaign trail , 
Trump bragge d ab out his 
ability to use tax loopholes 
and said his knowledge of 
the flaws in the tax structure 
made him the most capable 
to fix it.

The email scandal
 The issue of Hillary Clin-

ton using private  s erver 
when she was America’s 
Secretary of State has been 
repeatedly used against her 
in the ongoing race, which 
lately see her rival miracu-
lously closing her up in na-
tional p olls that hitherto 
described as “over” for the 
Republican nominee.

In March 2015, it became 
publicly known that Hillary 
Clinton, during her tenure as 
Secretary of State, had exclu-
sively used her family’s pri-
vate email server for official 
communications, rather than 
official State D epartment 
email accounts maintained 
on federal server.

She reported shortly be-
fore she was sworn in as 
secretary of state in 2009, 
set up an email server at her 
home in Chappaqua, New 
York. She then relied on this 
server, home to the email 
address hdr22@clintonemail.
com, for all her electronic 
correspondence - both work-
related and personal-during 
her four years in office. She 
also set up email addresses on 

the server for her long-time 
aide, Huma Abedin, and State 
Department Chief of Staff 
Cheryl Mills, which has now 
sparked the latest outcries 
from the Republicans.

Donald Trump has already 
described the Hillary Clin-
ton email  c ontroversy as 
the biggest political scandal 
“since” Watergate, but has 
now turne d it to “bigger” 
than Watergate. Watergate 
was a major political scandal 
that occurred in the United 
States in the 1970s, follow-
ing a break-in at the Demo-
cratic National Committee 
(DNC) headquarters at the 
Watergate office complex in 
Washington, D.C. in 1972 and 
President Richard Nixon’s 
administration’s attempted 
cover-up of its involvement.

The Federal Bureau In-
vestigation (FBI) investiga-
tion began with one simple 
premise: that Hillary Clinton 
violated the Espionage Act 
of 1913 by allowing national 
defense information to be 
“lost, stolen, abstracted, or 
destroyed” through “gross 
negligence. Eleven days be-
fore the election, FBI broke 
the news that it was reopen-
ing investigation on the mat-
ter again.       

But an FBI investigation 
initially concluded that no 
“ re a s o n ab l e  p ro s e c ut o r ” 

would bring a criminal case 
against Clinton, but that she 
and her aides were “extreme-
ly careless” in their handling 
of classified information, but 
has now it says there is new 
evidence.

The Republican Nominee is 
also reportedly being investi-
gated over a secret computer 
server specifically to com-
municate with the Russian 
bank, Alpha Bank. Several 
American online news media 
wrote that it discovered that 
the Trump organisation had 
set up an email server that 
only performed one function: 
irregularly pinging a single 
email server located at Alfa 
Bank - one of Russia’s biggest 
banks, which has close con-
nections to the Russian and 
Ukrainian political elite. Both 
servers were set up to reject 
connections from third-party 
servers, and neither was ac-
tive outside of Moscow and 
New York business hours. 
But Trump has denied the 
allegation.

Nelson Ekujumi, general 
s e cretary,  Committe e for 
the Prote ction of Pe oples 
Mandate (CPPM), said the 
current bitter metho d of 
White House race between 
Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump is not a good demo-
cratic example for African 
politics, where the people is 

looking up to the US to lead 
by example.

“I am very disappointed 
with what is  going on in 
America. The inciting and 
hate speech is too much. Elec-
tion is not supposed to still be 
a do-or-die affair in a country 
Africa is looking up to in 
terms of democratic charac-
ters. It just shows that Ameri-
can politics is going down. 
This is not progress; and no 
father would be happy when 
his child is not making prog-
ress. This is backwardness,” 
he told BDSUNDAY.

Before the Clinton’s email 
scandal and the Trump tax 
evasion allegation, through-
out the debate period and 
campaign rallies both can-
didates leveraged on alleged 
past misdeeds of each other, 
which significantly affected 
the polls across America.  

Until last week, several 
women came forward either 
to testify of sexual harass-
ment from Donald Trump 
or alleged rape involvement 
with a 13-year old girl, a de-
velopment that soon tilted 
the polls in favour of Clinton 
before losing some ground to 
her bitter rival.

Fifteen women have now 
gone on record to say that 
Donald Trump sexually as-
saulted them. Out of all of 
their stories, one is the most 

explosive woman who says 
Trump violently raped her  
when she was just 13 years 
old.

Earl ier,  The Washing -
ton Post published a leaked 
tape showing Donald Trump 
speaking to Billy Bush of Ac-
cess Hollywood, describing 
groping and kissing women 
without their consent. Fol-
lowing the tape’s release, 
the Trump campaign saw 
falling poll numbers and a 
mass exodus of support from 
horrified Republicans. Trump 
responded to the onslaught 
of criticism by saying that 
what he described was just 
“locker rooms talk” – not a 
description of something he’d 
ever actually did.

At the time of this report, 
Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton are going head to 
head in one of the most talk-
ed about elections in recent 
history which is billed to take 
place on Tuesday, November 
8. Support for Clinton and 
Trump hasn’t budged over 
the past day, according to 
the Real Clear Politics aver-
age of state and local polls. 
After seeing her support in 
the polls waver over the past 
week, Clinton has a 1.7-point 
lead on Trump for the second 
day in a row with 47 per-
cent of support, compared to 
Trump’s 45.3 percent. 

Decision day in sight, as Trump closes in on Clinton 
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Hillary Clinton and her running mate Tim Kaine

...in a White House race characterised by hate speeches
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D
espite public outcry of the 
number of political appoint-
ments made by Governor 
Ben Ayade of Cross River 
State, he has said he would 

appoint additional one hundred politi-
cal appointees for Ikom Local Govern-
ment Area.

Ayade said the exercise was for 
wealth creation and poverty alle-
viation. It would be recalled that the 
governor first appointed 29 commis-
sioners, 65 special advisers and over 
100 special assistants before the recent 
appointment of 1,096 aides. The gover-
nor disclosed Friday while taking over 
the keys of Ikom Township Stadium, 
promising more appointments for the 
people in that area.

Ayade said: “Instead of shrinking, 
we are expanding government to take 
the people out of poverty and a way of 
getting the people out of recession.”

But the opposition All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the state has given 
the governor a hard knock over what 
they called “a bloated cabinet.”

John Ochala, acting state chairman 
of the APC, said in a press statement 
made available to BDSUNDAY in 
Calabar that the general thinking of the 

Ayade defends appointment of 
1,096 aides as opposition kicks 

Governor Ben Ayade of Cross River State

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

Senate to amend laws to ensure 
President signs budget December
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

The Senate will soon amend the 
1999 Constitution and the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act to ensure that 

the President presents the budget to a 
joint session of the National Assembly 
by the first week of September.

The plan also ensures that the par-
liament considers and passes the docu-
ment by 30 November and assented to 
by the President by the second week 
of December.

These are some of the key recom-
mendations  of  the  Te chnical  Com -
mittee on Budget Reform Process in 
Nigeria.

Specifically, the committee recom-
mended that Section 81(1) of the 1999 
Constitution and Sections 11 and 14 
of  the Fis cal  Resp onsibil ity Act  b e 
amended to provide for a ‘fixed realis-
tic budget calendar’.

Report of the committee, seen by 
BDSUNDAY, also called for the amend-
ment of Sections 13 to 18 of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act to have a long-term 
15-year development plan to be imple-
mented with three-year Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) and 
Medium Term Sector Strategy (MTSS).

Presenting the report, Senate Leader 
Ali Ndume, said the report will im-
prove the nation’s budgeting system 
and harped on the need to repeal and 
re-enact the Fiscal Responsibility Act 
“to check the anomalies in relation to 

Militants’ activities, agitators pose grave 
danger for Nigeria - GOC 2nd division

The General Officer Commanding (GOC), 
2 Division of Nigerian Army, Kasimu 
Abdulkareem, a major general, has 

said that activities of Boko Haram insurgents, 
Niger Delta Avengers, Movement for the 
Actualisation of Sovereign State of Biafra 
(MASSOB), Movement for the Emancipation 
of Niger Delta (MEND), Odua People’s Con-
gress (OPC) and other militant groups posed 
grave threat to national security in Nigeria.

Abdulkareem, who spoke at the inaugura-
tion of the 2016 Operational Planning Cadre 
for officers in the Division in Ibadan, said the 
four-day awareness seminar was expected 
to elaborate on the threat analysis of the 
operational environment.

While saying that this is in line with the 
vision of the Chief of Army Staff, General 
Tukur Buratai, he noted that within the first 
20 years of the 21 Century, the warfare in 
the world has shifted from inter-country to 
intra-country.

He pointed out that the first two decades 

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan
of the 21 Century witnessed a paradigm shift 
from symmetric to asymmetric warfare.

According to him, In the new environ-
ment  non-state actors pose grave threat to 
national security, manifestations and tra-
jectory of these threats have brought new 
dynamics to conflict environment, security 
agencies must therefore close ranks, train 
together and share intelligence so as to defeat 
emerging threats.

The awareness seminar is being at-
tended by personnel of the Nigerian Army, 
Department of State Security (DSS), Nigeria 
Immigration Service (NIS), Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS), Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC), Nigeria Prisons Service (NPS), Nation-
al Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) 
and Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps 
(NSCDC).

He said “we are aware of current security 
challenges of our time In spite of these chal-
lenges, significant achievements have been 
made in progressively dismantling terrorists’ 
infrastructure and denying them freedom 
of action.”

However, 2 Division Area of Responsibil-
ity is to replete with pipeline vandalism and 
brazen oil theft, which hampers smooth 
functioning of our critical infrastructure, 
leading to the wanton destruction of the 
means of our economic survival.

The GOC noted that the activities of Niger 
Delta militants, secessionists  bid of MASSOB 
and Indigenous People of Biafra(IPOB) are be-
ing observed and closely monitored, adding 
that the need for Nigerian Army therefore 
to be on top of the security situation is of 
paramount importance.

Special Adviser to Governor Abiola Aji-
mobi of Oyo State on Security Matters, Segun 
Abolarinwa, commended the 2 Division of 
Nigeria Army for organising the seminar, 
saying it would give room to cross-fertili-
sation of ideas among security agencies to 
increase their  skills  in operational planning.

people is that the state economy could 
not afford such over-bloated number 
of political jobbers, saying, “we thought 
we have seen the worst and quickly 
adjusted to live with that shameful 
and visionless thinking. We don’t know 
what the governor has turned Cross 
River into. How can anybody justify the 
appointment of 1,096 aides under these 
harsh economic realities? The so-called 
superhighway project is a fraud to enable 
him fell economic trees and export same 
for personal benefits, no due process was 
followed in the acquisition of land, no 
environmental impact assessment, no 
compensation plan,” Ochala said. 

The statement alleged that Governor 
Ayade’s total number of aides now is be-
tween 1,250 and 1,300, who are to earn an 
average of N600,000 per month per aide. 

The opposition further alleged that 
“Ayade makes his aides to sign for the 
full salary but pays them about thirty 
percent (i.e N200,000.00).  Now, if you 
multiply N400,000 by 1,250 aides, you 
will get N500,000,000.00.  Now you 
know why Ayade is excited about the 
bizarre bazaar.”

“We hereby call on the Federal Gov-
ernment to investigate the activities of 
Governor Ayade with a view to estab-
lishing the truth or otherwise of the 
above allegations for the overall benefit 
of the good people of Cross River State.”

the fiscal year”.
The report also called for the altera-

tion of the FRA to enlarge the list of 
stakeholders to be consulted during the 
budget preparation process as well as 
pre-budget consultation between the 
National Assembly, the executive and 
the public.

The report equally recommended 
the strengthening of legislative over-
sight function in order to minimis e 
the negative perception of the public 
on oversight performance.

In his  remarks,  Senate President 
Bukola Saraki said the report will be 
useful in preparing and considering 
the 2017 budget.

He said that all the aspects of the Act 
recommended for review were in dire 
need of the review.

He pledged the commitment of the 
National Assembly to be more trans-
parent in budget processes.

Also speaking, the Minister of Bud-
get  and National  Planning,  Udoma 
Udo Udoma said that the success of 
any budget depends of the collabora-
tions between the Executive and the 
Legislature.

He assured that elements of the pro-
posed reforms that could be immediately 
implemented would be executed with 
the 2017 Budget.

The parliament is expected to propose 
a bill seeking to amend the Constitution 
and the Act in line with the recommen-
dations of the committee.



Is this the beginning of the end for APC?

L
ess than two years on 
power stool, the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
is seriously being rocked 
by internal crisis that is 

threatening its very existence. The 
APC, an amalgamation of political 
parties that was formed in 2014, 
seized power last year from the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP 
that presided over the reins of 
power for 16 straight years.

Before the formation of the 
APC, a good number of PDP chief-
tains had crossed over to the then 
opposition party to strengthen it 
for the presidential election last 
year. The intractable disagree-
ments between the then President 
Goodluck Jonathan had caused 
bad blood, resulting in the exodus 
of about five governors on the 
platform of the PDP. The current 
minister of Transportation, Rotimi 
Amaechi, was the arrow head.

Today, it appears that the rea-
sons for the disintegration of the 
PDP in the Jonathan era, is rearing 
its head in the APC. At that time, 
Jonathan was accused of high-
handedness, dictatorial tenden-
cies, imposition of candidates and 
taking critical decisions all alone 
without involving certain power 
brokers in the party. Jonathan paid 
direly for it eventually.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
appears to be treading that same 
path of destruction or so it seems. 
The president has been severally 
accused of taking many faulty 
steps that have brought him in 
conflict with some chieftains and 
other stakeholders of the APC. 
It started as a rumour that he no 
longer enjoys a rosy relationship 
with the National leader of the 
party, Bola Ahmed Tinubu, and 
that he may have side-lined those 
who worked for his electoral vic-
tory and had brought in certain 
aliens to come reap where they 
did not sow. But these rumours 
were confirmed when Aisha, the 
First Lady, came out recently dur-
ing an interview session with the 
BBC Hausa Service to pour her 
frustration with her husband’s 
administration.

Shortly after Aisha’s com-
ments, Rochas Okorocha, Imo 
State governor and chairman of 
APC Governors’ Forum, had urged 
the President not to sweep under 
the carpet the observations made 
by the First Lady. Okorocha fol-
lowed up by convening a meeting 
between the President and the 
governors.

At the meeting, the APC gover-
nors pointedly told the President 
that they were being sidelined 
when decisions are being taken 
by Aso Rock in matters of deciding 
who should benefit from Federal 
appointments in their individual 
states. Particular reference was 
made of the ambassadorial nomi-
nee list already before the National 
Assembly. Rising from the meeting 
with the President and vice Presi-
dent Yemi Osinbajo, Okorocha 
was said to have addressed the 
state correspondents where he 
was quoted to have said that the 
APC had taken responsibility for 
Nigeria’s economic downturn; 
the confession came after months 
of buck passing and blame game.

Buhari would be bringing the 
members of the party together to 
ensure amicable resolution of the 
problem threatening to tear the 
party apart, adding that the party 
will soon be rebranded.

While critics believe that lack 
of tact in handling the economy 
resulted in the recession, APC gov-
ernment said it was squarely the 
fault of the out gone PDP admin-
istration. Analysts say the open 
fight between the President and 
the APC governors is a dangerous 
sign that portends grave danger for 
the broom party.

“Whenever a caterpillar ve-
hicle is approaching, the vibration 
of the ground is felt several metres 
away. That is what is happening 
with the APC at the moment. 
The sound we hear now is that 
of discord and disagreement. It is 
setting a stage for the implosion 
of the party,” Tony Aneke, a public 
affairs analysts said.

According to Aneke, “Things 
are happening very fast. Within a 

Buhari

Politics
Sunday 06 November 2016 SUNDAYBD 17 C002D5556

The frosty relationship be-
tween the Buhari-led Executive 
arm and the Legislature has so 
degenerated to the point that both 
arms now work at cross-purposes.

Recently, the National Assem-
bly rejected Buhari’s request to bor-
row $30million. The rejection came 
a few days after it (Legislature) 
unilaterally amended the Code 
of Conduct Bureau and Code of 
Conduct Tribunal Acts, removing 
the powers from the Presidency. 
Observers see these as dangerous 
developments for a party that has 
not lasted up to two years in power.

While at the National Assem-
bly to broker peace between the 
Buhari-led Executive and the Leg-
islature, Okorocha said the party 
has not managed properly its 
victory as there were hunger and 
serious hardship in the country.

The Imo State governor noted 
that there was anger among mem-
bers of the ruling party, the APC.

He, however, assured that in 
the next few weeks, President 

space of one month, the president’s 
wife has spoken to him through 
public medium; the governors on 
the party’s platform have spoken 
to him on the same subject matter 
and don’t forget that Tinubu is 
totally frustrated, scandalized and 
embarrassed by what is going on 
in the party. When he told John 
Odigie-Oyegun to resign over the 
crisis arising from the Ondo gov-
ernorship election primaries, he 
must have spoken out as a result 
of some happenings in the party.”

An analyst, who would not 
want his name in print, wondered 
why the APC should be interested 
only in snatching power from the 
PDP without any effort to perform 
the duty of office.

“I am at a loss why the APC 
should get power that it is not 
ready to use for the benefit of the 
country. PDP managed to last for 
16 years; the way APC is going, I 
doubt if it can last more than one 
term of four years. The signs are 
ominous, and the signs are every-

where. It is obvious that the party, 
the executive (presidency) and 
National assembly are working at 
cross possesses,” the analyst said. 

Observers say that unlike in the 
early days of the Buhari adminis-
tration, when many party faithful 
were seen singing the praise of 
the President and brandishing 
the APC flag, today it appears that 
people are no longer keen at speak-
ing in favour of the party.

Aneke volunteered a reason, 
thus: “People, generally human 
beings, identify with heroes. It 
is not usual to see people queue 
behind failure. People identify 
with success, hence the saying 
that success has many relatives. 
The tragedy of APC situation is 
that the party came to power on 
the crest of vaunted promises and 
braggadocio. And it did not even 
take off before it crash-landed 
almost immediately. Truth be told, 
with what we have seen already, 
it is a sad story, even worse than 
that of the PDP.” 

Tinubu

Oyegun Okorocha

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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I
n  a  g a m e  o f  f o o t -
ball, there is always 
a point man to whom 
every team member 
p a s s e s  t h e  b a l l  fo r 

s c oring attempts.  Thes e 
are referred to as go go-
getters.

Analysts have contin-
ued to wonder why there 
is seemingly coldness on 
the part of members of the 
P re s i d e n t  Mu h a m m a d u 
Buhari’s cabinet.

Critics say that govern-
ment’s presence is not be-
ing felt in all departments 
of governance. While some 
blame the President for 
the ugly state of affairs in 
this regard, some others 
believe that the President’s 
ministers are worthy of 
many stripes as some of 
them may have not been 
able to wake up from the 
euphoria of their appoint-
ment.

They point to instances 
where two or more minis-
ters made conflicting com-
ments on issues that had to 
do with their ministries. 
Sometimes, two ministers, 
who by virtue of the close-
ness of their ministries in 
terms of functionalities, 
give themselves away as 
no really having the un-
derstanding of what their 
core duties are.

“If you make statement 
that tends to create an im-
pression that you do not 
know your b eat,  there’s 
no reason for your being 
there. We have seen some 
memb ers of  the cabinet 
c ommit howlers and no 
wonder there have been 
increasing calls these days 
for the President to purge 
the cabinet,”  said an ob-
server who asked not to 
be named.  

Some critics had gone to 
the extent of insinuating 
that the body language of 
the President may have 
b e en the reas on for the 
lull in government activi-
ties across the country, as 
none of the ministers, ac-
cording to them, had the 
bile to move ahead of the 
President.

But from some observa-

tions within the s eat of 
power in Abuja and dis-
cussions, it appears that 
Emmanuel Ibe Kachikwu, 
minister of state for petro-
leum, is now seen as the 
goal-getter in the eyes of 
many.

K a c h i k w u  a l o n g s i d e 
other ministers were ap-
p ointe d in late  O ctob er 
last year almost six months 
into the administration.

One year after, Nigeri-
ans fail to see the fruits 
from the works of the min-
isters as the country is in 
recession with other indi-
ces looking down.

Some of the ministers 
appointed last year include 
Abdulrahman Dambazau, 
Abubakar Malami, Sulei-
man Hussain Adamu, Hadi 
S i r i k a ,  L a i  M o h a m m e d , 
Solomon Dalong, Audu Og-
beh, Ibrahim Usman Jibril, 
Aisha Alhassan, Babatunde 
Fashola, Kayode Fayemi, 
Kemi Adeosun, Adebayo 
Shittu,  Rotimi Amae chi, 
Udoma Udo Udoma,  Em-
m a n u e l  I b e  K a c h i k w u , 
Osagie Ehanire, Ogbonaya 
Onu,  Brigadier  G eneral 
Muhammadu Mansur Dan-
Ali rtd, Zainab Shamsuna 
Ahmed, Aisha Abubakar, 
Abubakar Bawa, Khadija 
Bukar Abba Ibrahim, and 
Mustapha Baba Shehuri.

Not much has been heard 

Who actually scores for 
Buhari administration?

of most of them while the 
others try to do their bits 
which still haven’t trans-
late d to much. Some are 
strange faces as Nigerians 
still grope with what port-
folios they occupy because 
of their seeming inactivity.

N i g e r i a n s  h a ve  g o n e 
ahead to call for the sack 
of especially or outright 
reshuffle of  the cabinet 
describing most of them as 
timid and unable to follow 
through with the Presi-
dent’s mandate.  General 
perception is that members 
of the cabinet are confused 
and are not translating the 
visions of the administra-
tion to reality.

Those in frontline minis-
tries like the Finance, Bud-
get and National Planning, 
seem to working but their 
efforts are yet to translate 
to tangible results for the 
either the economy or the 
country.

One person that seems 
to be making a bit of differ-
ence at the moment is Ka-
chikwu who has currently 
set the pace for the restora-
tion of peace in the Niger 
Delta, a region largely re-
sponsible for the revenue 
of the country.

The Niger Delta also ac-
counts for over 90 per cent 
of Nigeria’s proven gas and 
oil reserves, and currently 

earns the Federal Govern-
ment more than 90percent 
of its foreign exchange.

However renewed agita-
tion in the region brought 
the country’s finances to a 
record low even as crude 
oil prices in the global mar-
ket dipped.

Kachikwu who was the 
Group Managing Director 
of the Nigerian National 
Pe t ro l e u m  C o r p o rat i o n 
(G M D  N N P C )  h a d  m a d e 
concerted efforts to broker 
peace in the region as mili-
tants attacked oil installa-
tions in the region.

H i s  e ffo r t s  m ay  h ave 
paid off as a meeting was 
finally fixed and held with 
the President last week. 
Before the meeting held 
last Tuesday, November 1 
between President Buhari 
and elders and representa-
tives of the Niger Delta, 
the militants in the area 
had taken it upon them-
selves to down the nation’s 
e c onomy through their 
incessant pounding of oil 
facilities in their domain. 
Their  activ it ies  had re-
sulted in the decrease in 
the barrels of oil produced 
from the region.

But, in a briefing after 
the  me eting,  Kachikwu 
said oil  productions had 
p i c ke d  u p  t o  2 . 1 m i l l i o n 
barrels per day. A major 

feat after production had 
d ro p p e d  f ro m  2 m i l l i o n 
barrels per day to an abys-
mal 800,000 following the 
attacks on oil installations 
in the region.

Kachikwu like his oth-
e r  c o l l e a g u e  m i n i s t e r s 
h a d  p e n u l t i m at e  w e e k 
launche d a roadmap for 
the oil and gas sector with 
s o m e  t a r g e t s .  W h e n  h e 
said one of the seven Big-
Wins was fixing the secu-
rity in the region, it was 
obvious he was already on 
it. He sees zero militancy 
in the region by next year, 
w h i c h  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e 
if the peace talks follow 
through.

Another minister who 
would have made much of 
an impact is the Minister 
of Power, Works and Hous-
i n g  B ab at u n d e  F a s h o l a 
who prior to this time was 
on the lips of Nigerians 
fo r  t h e  re s t o re d  p o w e r 
supply. This has however, 
de creas e d as  the p ower 
situation took a turn for 
the wors e,  draining the 
feeling of love that once 
existed. His works on the 
road and housing sector 
will  however take s ome 
time to be noticed.

For now, Kachikwu is 
to be considered the ma-
jor goal scorer in Buhari’s 
cabinet.

President Buhari Ibe Kachikwu

ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG
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fix the issues of the niger 
Delta and would rather 
continue with the military 
onslaught to put down the 
militancy. i wouldn’t blame 
him though. if there is one 
thing i have come to learn 
about government officials 
and mostly our President is 
that sometimes the words 
fly right out of their lips 
before they even have the 
opportunity to think about 
the impact.

once again, i think there 
should have been a bet-
ter way to pass that mes-
sage without giving off the 
wrong signal. however, in 
the interest of peace, it is 
better to leave what is writ-
ten on the bus like they say 
and enter the bus.

on a final note,  the 
President on thursday in 
a speech while receiving 
members of the national 
institute for Policy and Stra-
tegic Studies who visited 
him in the State house said 
he felt like absconding after 
he was sworn in.

Visibly angry, the Presi-
dent had said: “actually i felt 
like absconding because 27 
out of 36 states in nigeria 
cannot pay salaries and we 
know they have no other 
source than to depend on 
salaries. and i asked any 
savings? i was told there 
was no savings and i asked 
what have you done on ag-
riculture, power, rails, roads. 
nothing!”

i felt his pain a bit as i 
tried to picture his reality 
after gunning for the presi-
dency for four times and 
you finally get in only to 
find you were in the worst 
of situations. no money. but 
then isn’t that

what true leadership is 
about? Seizing the occasion, 
the more difficult the bet-
ter, and rising to make an 
indelible impact that will 
etch your name into the 
history books as one of the 
true great national leaders 
of our nation?

Well, Mr. President, good 
thing you didn’t completely 
abscond even though you 
were out of the country 
more in your first year than 
you actually stayed put to 
govern and show leader-
ship. anyway, you are in 
it now and nigerians are 
already running out of pa-
tience as the hunger in the 
land gets worse.

to contribute to the talks? 
i wonder!

but he went off telling 
his friends he had “put the 
stupid man in his place”. 
i was really ashamed for 
him. but at the same time 
i figured that for some, the 
word decorum and the 
word gentleman flew out of 
the window a long time ago.

back to the meeting, i 
watched keenly the fac-
es of those who emerged 
from the hall looking disap-
pointed and i immediately 
pointed out to a colleague 
that it looked like their ex-
pectations had been cut 
short.

i really can’t tell what 
they had in mind when they 
agreed to come for the meet-
ing but it looked like they 
had been served something 
different. a governor who 
also attended the meeting 
was visibly angry and i just 
wondered aloud about why 
most of the people who 
came out of the hall had 
the look of discontentment 
on their faces. the meeting 
was to be a first in the series 
of meetings in the dialogue 
process.

this was to wet the 
ground, as our people say. it 
was not the dialogue proper, 
one of the members of the 
Pan niger Delta group ex-
plained to me.

they approached the 
President with a 16-point 
list and he said to them “ok i 
will study it”. Unfortunately 
for them, this was not good 
enough as they said there 
should have been specifics 
from the government seeing 
that they have been expect-
ing this meeting to hold.

the President it was 
gathered had also told them 
that he was waiting for the 
security report from his 
team before responding. For 
most, this was a difficult pill 
to swallow.

“We presented an ad-
dress calling for dialogue. in 
fact specifically asking that 
the Federal government 
constitutes a team so that 
we can meet and dialogue 
on some identified dialogue 
issues, about 16 of those 
items which were contained 
in the address.

“the President’s response 
was ‘he’s awaiting what he 
asked his security people to 
give him a report on; who 
are the militants, how many 
of them, where are their lo-
cations, who had influence 
where, etc. that it is when 
he gets that, together with 
our report, that he will be 
able to respond,” one of the 
guests at the meeting had 
said.

another said that Mr. 
President’s response came 
off like he doesn’t think 
dialogue is the way to go to 

l
ast week a major 
meeting that was to 
change the course 
of the situation in 
the niger Delta took 

place.  it was long overdue, 
especially after the resur-
gence of militancy in the 
delta that crippled oil produc-
tion this year and hampered 
the revenue projections, the 
basis for the 2016 budget. 
then came tuesday, the 
Presidential Villa was as 
busy as a beehive as the 
protocol and security teams 
tried to ensure that all was 
in place for the event which 
was slated for noon.

then the august visi-
tors in november began 
to arrive. as customary, 
friends from the govern-
ment side and the other side 
exchanged banters while 
they awaited Mr. President’s 
arrival. as usual too, yours 
truly had her antenna up to 
its finest frequency scour-
ing for gist to come relay 
here.  a man adorned in the 
Etibo attire told a lady (name 
withheld), “we thought you 
had sold out to government” 
and then they began to ar-
gue away.

on the other side, the 
Secretary to the govern-
ment, babachir David law-
al, who no longer surprises 
me with his crude jokes and 
poor sense of humor, was 
calling for calm in his usual 
bully way. he needed to put 
things in place as the hall 
was in a chaos. i bet that was 
the picture he could conjure.

thankfully, President 
M u h a m m a d u  b u h a r i 
emerged from his inner 
chamber and after some 
formalities, the media was 
excused from the hall. Fast 
forward to the end of the 
meeting after some stormy 
hours behind closed door, 
as it would seem, the lead-
ers from the Delta emerged 
looking morose. they were 
visibly disappointed as some 
gathered in clusters in mur-
mured conversations. and 
then emerged a man, who 
i later identified as a former 
Senator, raising serious dust 
on the President’s spokes-
man, Femi adesina, using 
all sorts of garage invectives.

he was obviously dissat-
isfied with something. to be 
honest, i cannot write most 
of the things he said. So i de-
cided to get to the bottom of 
this. and it didn’t take long. 
Mr. Ex-Senator was pissed at

adesina for not fixing a 
separate photo opportunity 
for the national assembly 
members present with the 
President. he went on and 
on trying to assert his po-
sition while the security 
officers tried to calm him 
seeing he was causing a stir. 
Did this Senator come to the 
meeting to take pictures or 
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ivers State 
g o ve r n o r, 
n y e s o m 
Wike,  has 
been speak-

ing hard on the current 
ordeal visited on some 
judges, declaring that 
the ruling party has 
deliberately threatened 
the foundation of de-
mocracy by its orches-
trated intimidation of 
the judiciary arm of 
government through 
alleged false allegations 
and illegal arrests.

according to Wike, 
“because of the orches-
trated harassment of 
judges by the ruling par-
ty, no judge will ever de-
liver judgments against 
the interest of the Fed-
eral government and 
the ruling party. 

Speaking in Port har-
court Friday during a 
visit on him by the Port 
harcourt branch of the 
nigerian bar associa-
tion (nba), governor 
Wike warned lawyers 
against allowing the 
alleged “deliberate de-
struction of the judi-
ciary under any guise.”

according to him, 
“the ruling party and 
her officials have elevat-
ed the art of frivolous 
petition-writing against 
judges as a means of 
subverting the course 
of justice.” 

“our democracy is in 
danger. our democracy 
has been threatened. 
What is happening to 

the Judiciary is very 
deep. nba must be care-
ful of the deep implica-
tions of what it is also 
doing in the course of 
the present attack on the 
judiciary. all these ac-
tions are geared towards 
silencing everybody, as 
we head to 2019. if any-
body tells you that they 
are fighting corruption 
in the judiciary, tell the 
person that he is lying,” 
the rivers said. 

he alleged that politi-
cians have been empow-
ered to write frivolous 
petitions against judges. 
Whether or not the peti-
tion is true, the judge is 
compelled to step aside.”

Speaking further, 
governor Wike said: 
“any judge who deliv-
ers a judgment that 
is against the interest 
of the ruling party,  is 
hounded down by the 
DSS. they have intimi-
dated judicial officers 
and put fear in them in a 
manner that is negative-
ly affecting governance.”

the governor cited 
the ongoing ondo State 
PDP crisis as a point of 
reference, where he 
alleged that “frivolous 

petition has been used 
to further the interest 
of the ruling party, and 
destroy the Judiciary. 

on the December 
10, rescheduled rivers 
rerun elections by the 
independent national 
Electoral commission 
(inEc), governor Wike 
said, the fact that it was 
announced less than 24 

hours after the Senate 
ultimatum was an in-
dication that inEc had 
been lying to people 
that insecurity was be-
hind the repeated post-
ponements of the rerun 
elections.

it is recalled that 
inEc had since March 
19 severally postponed 
the rivers rerun elec-
tions into the national 
assembly and state as-
sembly. 

till date, the State 
has been bereft of rep-
resentation of all its 
three senators, house 
of representatives and 
members of the State 
assembly. 

g o ve r n o r  W i ke , 
however, alleged that 
the inEc, in its anti-
democratic elements, 
will adduce reasons 
why the elections may 
not be conducted on 
the same premise of 
security consideration. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
chairman of Port har-
court branch of the ni-
geria bar association 
(nba), Victor briggs has 
commended governor 
Wike for what he de-
scribed as his (Wike) 

commitment to the de-
velopment of the state.

 the Port harcourt 
nba also thanked the 
governor for construct-
ing an ultra-modern 
law centre for the 
branch; assuring the 
government that law-
yers would always sup-
port all development 
programmes. 

Brokering peace 
instead of absconding

BEN EGUZOZIE, Port Harcourt 

Wike
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C
onsidering its ever growing 
population, commercial 
status and cosmopolitan 
nature, Lagos State could 
surely make do with 

varied collaborations with individuals, 
organisations and other stakeholders 
for accelerated growth. It is from this 
perspective that the efforts of Office 
of the Wife of Lagos State Governor 
in providing a huge boost for Lagos 
development should be commended.  
Lagos’ First Lady, Her Excellency 
Mrs. Bolanle Ambode, is currently 
engendering a silent revolution that is 
offering priceless succour to Lagosians 
across all divides. 

Through her Foundation, Hope 
for Women in Nigeria Initiative, 
HOFOWEM, Mrs. Ambode is giving 
a new definition to the art of social 
work and community development in 
the country. HOFOWEM’s key area of 
influence is Lagos State, particularly the 
rural communities. One of the themes 
for the actualization of HOFOWEM’s 
goals is “Hope for Children through 
which it seeks to help rehabilitate 
Vulnerable Children and encourage the 
education of disadvantaged children in 
the society.  Similarly, the wellbeing 
and health care of deprived children is 

Bolanle Ambode’s silent revolution
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also one core aspect HOFOWEM deems 
vital in its plans. The “HOFOWEM 
Scholarship Scheme is another central 
part of the Hope for Children initiative.

S i n c e  t h e  i nau g u rat i o n  o f 
HOFOWEM, Mrs. Ambode has been 
using the platform to put smiles on faces 
of the less privileged in the society. In 
the first quarter of the year, HOFOWEM 
concentrated on empowering widows, 
other foundations, and mothers with 
multiple births and also funded major 
surgical procedures for many people. 
This is not surprising as a crucial goal of 
HOFOWEM is to touch and transform 
lives as well as create sustainable means 
for the underprivileged in the society.

One good thing about HOFOWEM is 
that, though the name suggests a woman 
interest organisation, the truth, however, 
is that its focus is all encompassing. 
For instance, pupils, indigent students, 
widows, multiple birth mothers, orphans 
and many others have received varied 
degrees of helps from HOFOWEM at one 
time or the other. The Foundation did 
its maiden empowerment programme 
on March 7th, this year, when widows, 
sick women and mothers with multiple 
births, were supported in various ways.

O n e  u n i q u e  t h i n g  a b o u t 
HOFOWEM’s scope of operation is that 
it creatively covers assorted areas of 
interests. Thus, from time to time, the 
Foundation comes up with a variety 
of innovative ideas aimed at bettering 
the lots of hapless folks in the society. 
The idea is to ensure that, as much 
as possible, through strategic and 
inventive thinking, it comes up with 
robust initiatives to address emerging 

and critical needs of the less privileged. 
Considering current harsh economic 
realities in the country and its attendant 
consequences, HOFOWEM’s novel 
approach to social intervention is quite 
admirable. A major benefit of this 
strategy is that as new challenges surface, 
the people are not left in the cooler for 
too long before help comes.  

In furtherance of this novel social 
intervention philosophy, HOFOWEM 
recently distributed gift items to 
230 expectant mothers in Alausa, 
Ikeja. Packaged under the banner 
of HOFOWEM “Hope for Expectant 
Mothers” support programme, the 
initiative was aimed at reducing maternal 
and infant mortality.  Through the 
programme provision was made for 230 
expectant mothers with baby mattresses, 
Nursing Mum’s packs which contained 
all the necessary baby essentials from 
thermometers to breastfeeding covers 
among others.

At the event, it was revealed that basic 
hygiene and good sanitary habits for 
pregnant women could play a key role in 
reducing maternal and infant mortality. 
Speaking at the occasion, Mrs. Ambode 
disclosed that: ‘All too often, infants are 
usually at risk of infection, diarrhea, poor 
growth and many common diseases 
associated with unhygienic habits. The 
act of washing hands is so simple, yet 
we do not see it as a game-changing 
solution”.

Beneficiaries of the support 
programme were drawn from the 20 
local government and 37 development 
areas of the state. At the event, a total of 
about 230 pregnant women were given 

complete delivery packs which include: 
Baby and mother beds, sanitary pads, 
towels, beverages, thermometer, shawl, 
diapers, breastfeeding net, traveling bed, 
sanitizers, amongst others.

Though HOFOWEM has covered a 
huge ground within such a short period, 
it is, nevertheless, gratifying to observe 
that the Foundation is not resting on 
its oars. This is based on its promoters’ 
perception that excellence has no 
finishing line and that innovation is a 
continuous journey. The Foundation 
recently launched a major landmark 
initiative tagged: “Project Bright Steps, 
equipping future leaders.” At the 
launch of the project, Mrs. Ambode 
said: “We are here basically to motivate 
these children, boost their self esteem, 
and help them appreciate their self-
worth, encourage them to be proud of 
themselves and most importantly equip 
them for the future. “As a mother, I am 
deeply passionate about children. Some 
lucky ones have the necessary support, 
while others have very little or nothing”.

A major highlight of the event is 
the distribution of shoes and socks 
to 175,000 public primary school 
pupils in Lagos State. The central and 
underlining philosophy behind the 
laudable gesture is primarily to ensure 
that no pupil is denied the joy and 
fulfillment of schooling on the basis 
of lack of shoes and other such basic 
necessities. Considering that a former 
President of the country once made 
the subject of “I had no shoe” a crucial 
electoral campaign issue, this particular 
intervention of HOFOWEM should be 
vastly appreciated.
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There was a huge sigh of relief 
across the country and, indeed, 
beyond, as 21 out of the over 

200 Chibok girls that were abducted 
from their school, Government Girls 
Secondary School Chibok, Borno State, 
were released by their captors - the 
Boko Haram sect.

After series of unsuccessful 
negotiations between the Federal 
G ov e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  s e c t ,  a 
breakthrough was finally recorded 
as 21 out of the girls, who had been 
in captivity for two years, were 
released. It was, without a doubt, an 
emotionally charged atmosphere 
as family members and loved ones 
waited anxiously for the arrival of the 
fortunate 21 girls.

After two years of waiting, longing, 
pains, anguish, expectations and 
hopelessness, it is understandable 
that emotion was at an all time high as 
parents and loved ones waited to catch 
a glimpse of the lucky returning girls. 
Suddenly, especially for some of the 

Keeping hope alive for Chibok girls
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distraught parents, all the pains and 
anguish disappeared at the sight of the 
girls. It was such an emotional reunion 
to behold as a father virtually carried 
his daughter on his back, jubilating.

The sight of the girls, emaciated and 
tattered actually told the story of their 
troubled months and painted a picture 
of the hell they might have passed 
through while in captivity. At the 
same time, it impresses upon all the 
prevailing precarious circumstance 
of the remaining girls in captivity and 
the danger they are daily exposed to, 
while driving home the urgency and 
need for the speedy release of the 
remaining girls.

The abduction of the Chibok 
girls was one gory event that held 
the country by the jugular for a 
long time. Eventually, the Federal 
Government was left with little or no 
option but to negotiate with the sect. 
Unfortunately, the approach of the 
previous Government to the issue 
did not really help matters. Early dilly 
dally of the previous administration 
on the matter was partly responsible 
for the complications experienced. 
To a large extent, it is not impossible 
that the approach that there was no 
abduction in the first instance, played 
a major part in the way and manner 
the previous administration handled 
the whole issue. The successful 
negotiation is, therefore, no doubt a 
major breakthrough for the Buhari 

to recovery is still far ahead and it 
begins with a step. These girls have 
gone through physical, psychological, 
emotional and sexual trauma which 
will take time, patience and resources 
to heal.

Therefore, Government must 
be committed to seeing their 
rehabilitation through to the end. The 
families and parents need of the girls 
equally require the assistance of the 
Government in every possible and 
practical way. It is also important, that 
the process of recovery is not hijacked 
by charlatans and unscrupulous 
elements to exploit and divert 
resources meant for the welfare of the 
girls, as was in the case of internally 
displaced persons (IDP) in IDP camps 
in the Northern parts of the country. 
This must not be another wild goose 
chase; Government must see to it that 
it fulfills all its promises to the girls 
and their families by ensuring the full 
rehabilitation and reintegration of the 
girls back to society.

While the Federal Government 
continues to negotiate for the release of 
the remaining girls, all hands must be 
on deck to support the Government in 
that direction. Nothing must be done 
to jeopardize the process. Government 
must also sustain negotiations with the 
fraction of the Boko Haram sect that is 
in custody of the girls.

Perhaps, more importantly, 
never must such a gory incidence be 

allowed to happen in our nation again. 
Everything must be done by the federal 
government to ensure the security 
of lives and properties of Nigerians 
in any part of the country. This is a 
primary responsibility of governments 
across the world. In particular, the 
safety of children and teenagers across 
the country must not in any way be 
compromised, for any reason.

Thus, more should be done 
concerning the safety of students 
in all schools across the country. 
Security should be beefed up within 
school premises, including tertiary 
institutions, to prevent further ill-
treatment and abduction of students. 
Schools should empower their 
students with safety tips and education 
by putting in place a well structured 
safety plan which will involve yearly 
emergency drills and review. Parents 
and guardians should also equip their 
wards with necessary information 
and collaborate with their schools on 
agreed safety measures and plans.

On a final note, the Chibok 
girls’ nightmare should never be 
experienced again in the history of 
this country. A threat to our children 
is a threat to our existence and future. 
Meanwhile, despite the release of the 
21 girls, it is still not yet uhuru for there 
can be no respite for us as a nation until 
the entire girls are safely reunited with 
their families. We must keep the hope 
alive for our girls!
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led administration as it gives a lot of 
credibility to the current government 
as a government that can be trusted.

The release of the 21 girls should 
also be seen as a major victory for 
all groups and individuals that have 
been agitating for their release, these 
past months. In this regards, a special 
mention must be made of the” Bring 
Back Our Girls”, BBOG, group for their 
relentless clamour for the release 
of the Chibok girls. The group was 
so unyielding in its demand for the 
girls’ release that it almost became 
a ‘nuisance’ to the powers that be. 
But then, it is to their credit that their 
efforts eventually paid off.  

One good thing about the release 
of the 21 girls is that it gives hope 
to Nigerians, and the parents of the 
remaining girls in particular that the 
remaining girls will soon be freed. 
It is, however, important that the 
federal government, all agencies of 
government concerned and all major 
stakeholders such as the BBOG group 
must not rest on their oars in ensuring 
that this hope is not in any way dashed.

For the girls that were fortunate to 
be released, Government must do all 
within its powers to ensure their well 
being and up keep. Good enough, 
President Buhari was recently quoted 
to have assured that the returning 
girls would be given the best that can 
be obtained in any part of the world. 
He must keep his words. The journey 

This month, we will have a 
chance to chart a course 
toward a stronger, safer global 

society, where power belongs to the 
many, not to the few, and where 
those who have run roughshod 
over our environment, human 
rights, and public health will be 
held accountable. I am not talking 
about the United States’ presidential 
election.

To be sure, the US election will 
be immensely consequential; but 
endless punditry and horserace 
p o l i t i c s  h av e  o b s c u re d  t w o 
groundbreaking events that begin on 
November 7: meetings of the parties 
to the World Health Organization 
Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) and the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Superficially, international law 
lacks the drama of a presidential 
race, and can undoubtedly seem 

Putting democracy above the bottom line
stuffy at best, and irrelevant at 
worst. But if one digs a little deeper, 
one finds an almost Shakespearean 
struggle between democracy and 
unbridled greed. At each conference 
this month, the international 
community will make decisions 
that will affect the outcome of this 
struggle, and which could begin to 
solve some of today’s most vexing 
global issues.

Both the FCTC and the UNFCCC 
allow for governments to rein in 
global corporations’ unchecked 
power, which is a root cause of many 
other problems, from economic 
inequality to social injustice and 
broken democratic systems. Global 
corporations are enormous, and 
their influence affects almost every 
aspect of our lives. To understand 
the reach of their power, one must 
look no further than the billions of 
dollars they spend on elections; 
their lobbying to gut worker 
and environmental protections 
in trade agreements such as the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and 
the Transatlantic  Trade and 
Investment Partnership; and fossil-
fuel corporations’ relentless drive to 
derail climate-change policy.

Global  corporations have 
disproportionate power because 
they can operate across national 

accountability frameworks. If they 
are successful in negotiations at 
the FCTC conference this month, 
governments will have the tools 
they need to make Big Tobacco 
pay for the damage it has done. 
Such an outcome would mean 
that governments could recoup 
hundreds of billions of dollars in 
tobacco-related health-care costs 
and force the release of internal 
industry documents.

The FCTC is effective because it 
includes a hard-won provision that 
explicitly prohibits corporations 
from influencing policymaking. 
At the UNFCCC conference next 
week, some governments will hold 
up the FCTC as a strong precedent 
to argue that the fossil-fuel industry 
must be excluded from ongoing 
climate negotiations, owing to its 
conflicts of interest with sound 
climate policy.

Industries responsible for 
cl imate change must not be 
e n t r u s t e d  t o  s o l v e  i t .  O n l y 
by removing them from the 
equation can we implement truly 
groundbreaking measures – such as 
renewable-energy systems owned 
and operated by communities – that 
put people and our planet’s survival 
above the industry’s bottom line.

For as long as we’ve had public 

regulatory institutions, corporate 
interests have sought to co-opt 
them. Big Tobacco, Big Oil, Big 
Food, and Big Pharma have tried to 
bully, buy, and bribe their way into 
our public international spaces, all 
with the same goal in mind: to fend 
off regulation that would disrupt 
business as usual. Costs to human 
life or the planet rarely enter into 
their calculus.

LEARN MORE
Democracy advocates in civil 

society and government have 
managed to push back against 
global corporations, but much of 
their progress hangs in the balance 
this month. Will attendees at the 
FCTC and UNFCCC conferences 
defend democratic principles, or 
will they defer to big business?

The United Kingdom’s “Brexit” 
referendum notwithstanding, there 
is no denying that we live in a truly 
global world. When the causes of 
our biggest problems are global, 
our solutions must be as well, which 
requires that we first address the 
fundamental issue of corporate 
interference. The possibilities of 
what can be achieved by bringing 
international law to bear are too 
promising to ignore.

(C): Project Syndicate

borders, which means that no 
single local or national government 
can effectively regulate them. The 
crucial function of international 
frameworks such as the FCTC and 
UNFCCC is to provide concrete 
tools for governments to set national 
policies on issues ranging from 
public health to climate change and 
global inequality.

For example, Colombia was 
a stronghold for the tobacco 
c o r p o r a t i o n  P h i l i p  M o r r i s 
International two decades ago, and 
comprehensive tobacco-control 
legislation in that country was long 
unthinkable. But in 2009 – just 
six years after the World Health 
Organization adopted the FCTC and 
15 months after Colombia ratified 
it – the Colombian government 
enacted one of the strongest 
tobacco-control laws in the world.

L i k e w i s e ,  g o v e r n m e n t s 
worldwide are adopting measures 
that are proven to reduce smoking 
rates and save lives, including 
graphic health warnings, marketing 
restrictions, and laws requiring 
tobacco products to be sold in 
unbranded packaging.

But the FCTC’s work is not 
done, and governments are now 
pushing for legal liability to be a 
part of national-level corporate-
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A
r e  y o u  f o r 
Trump or Clin-
ton?” That was 
how I shoved 

the question straight into 
the face of my Nigeri-
an-American friend the 
other day. It was meant 
to be a parting shot after a 
half-hour-long animated 
WhatsApp chat.

“Both of them are com-
plicated but I’ll go for 
Clinton,” she retorted, 
then fled before I could 
ask her to break it down.

Just a few days later, 
someone posted an emo-
tionally-charged speech 
by Michelle Obama on a 
WhatsApp group where 
I belong. In that speech, 
Michelle said Hillary 
Clinton’s opponent was 
“perhaps living life high 
up in a tower, in a world 
of exclusive clubs, mea-

Trump or Clinton?
suring success by wins 
and losses and the num-
ber of zeroes in your 
bank account”, with “so 
little exposure to people 
who are different than 
you”, making it easy for 
him “to take advantage 
of”, “dehumanise”, “treat...
with contempt” “those 
who are down on their 
luck, folks who play by 
the rules, pay what they 
owe, b e caus e to you 
those folks just aren’t 
very smart and seem 
somehow less deserving”.

“Maybe that’s why 
this candidate thinks 
certain immigrants are 
criminals instead of folks 
who work their fingers to 
the bone to give their kids 
a better life, to help build 
the greatest nation on 
Earth, because he doesn’t 
really know ‘them’. May-

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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be that’s why he thinks 
we should be afraid of 
our Muslim brothers and 
sisters, because he really 
has no idea who they are. 
He doesn’t understand 
that they are ‘us’. They 
are our friends, our fam-
ily, our neighbours, our 
colleagues, people of faith 
just like so many folks 
around the country.” Et 
cetera.

“G re at  s p e e c h  b y 
Michelle. As always,” I 
commented. Someone 
concurred: “In fact after 
this speech, if I were a 
skinhead (KKK) I would 
vote two times for Hill-
ary.” But someone else – 
let’s call him Mr. D – had 
a different view, though 
not about the message 
but the messenger.

“Michelle Obama is 
part of the problems of 

the world today. Those 
people are hypocrites. 
They are evil. She is not 
the saint she paints her-
self. If you know them, 
you will never admire 
them again,” Mr. D of-
fered.

But I was not willing 
to be dragged into tak-
ing Panadol for another 
man’s headache. So I sim-
ply said I was not compe-
tent to discuss American 
politics, which gave me 
the imprimatur to stay on 
the sidelines and observe. 
But there were some who 
were ready, so they chal-
lenged Mr. D to simplify.

“First, if you know 
Hillary Clinton, I mean, if 
you know her and what 
she’s capable of doing 
and what she has done, 
anyone who supports her 
has a question mark,” he 
replied.

This only attracted 
more “voices” asking for 
specifics.

“That Hillary delet-
ed 33,000 emails and 
bleached the server; that 
FBI on Friday reopened 
her investigation; that 
she is at the forefront 
of pushing for abortion, 
LGBT; that she uses her 
office to enrich herself, 
for instance, taking $12 
million bribe from King 
of Morocco, etc,” Mr. D 
said.

“The greatest fear in 
America today is reli-
gious freedom. There is a 
gang-up against Christi-
anity, especially Catholic 
Church. Hillary Clinton 
is at the head. There are 
legislations and laws to 
suppress religion. Taxes 
paid by Catholics are 
used to fund abortion, 
called Planned Parent-
hood. They plan to force 
churches to wed gays and 
lesbians. It is a whole lot, I 
mean, trying to go against 
people’s conscience and 
freedom of worship and 
backing it up by law, else 
you go to jail.”

More opposing “voic-
es”.  But just when it 
seemed Mr. D was run-
ning out of steam, a Ni-
gerian-American on the 
forum came to the rescue.

“ When we lo ok at 
American politics from 
the surfac e,  it  lo oks 
harmless as the medi-
um that promotes the 
flourishing of human 
freedom. But this post-
Christian culture/politics 
has become forcefully 
secular, demeaning very 
frequently religious be-
liefs, especially Christian 
faith, and idolizing radi-
cal ‘atheistic humanism’. 
We often do not see how 
SOME of the current laws 
hamper religious liberty. 
Obama’s ‘Health and Hu-

G
ra d u a l l y,  t h e 
optimism raised 
by the estab-
l i s h m e n t  o f 

the Nigerian Mortgage 
Refinancing Company 
(NMRC) on its expected 
impact on low income 
(affordable) housing is 
dying after two years of 
operation with little of 
zero impact.

T h e  N M R C  w a s 
launched into the Nige-
rian mortgage market as 
a secondary mortgage 
institution aimed to raise 
liquidity in the mortgage 
system and drag down 
interest rate on mortgage 
loan to upper single digit 
or a spread of double dig-
its. Its operation was also 
expected to catalyse the 
development and deliv-
ery of affordable housing 
to Nigerians within the 
low income bracket.   

As a matter of defini-
tion, NMRC is a private 
sector-driven company 
with the public purpose 
of developing the pri-
mary and s e c ondary 
mortgage markets by 
raising long‐term funds 
from the domestic capital 
market as well as foreign 
markets for providing 
accessible and affordable 
housing in Nigeria.

The company whose 
mandate is mainly to 

sectors (off-takers) for af-
fordable housing.

Another initiative 
the company has come 
up with is the Mortgage 
Market System (MMS) 
which is a transforma-
tional change that inte-
grates the entire hous-
ing market, covering 
construction finance, 
primary and secondary 
mortgage.  The system 
which is available to all 
players in the housing 
industry has the benefit 
of removing duplications 
of effort in gathering data 
and documents; improv-
ing the turnaround time, 
reducing the cycle time of 
transactions and helping 
in making homes more 
affordable.

The only hope here 
is that all this will lead 
to increased liquidity in 
the mortgage market and 
increase loan applicants; 
access to loans which 
will ultimately lead to 
increased home owner-
ship level in the country.

increase liquidity in the 
mortgage system by refi-
nancing mortgages origi-
nated by the primary 
mortgage banks (PMBs) 
came on a very high ped-
estal of providing cheap 
and long term funds, re-
ducing interest rate to 
single digit, increasing 
the country’s housing 
stock by 75,000 annu-
ally, and creating 300,000 
indirect jobs.

To many Nigerians 
and particularly the 
mortgage operators, this 
was a new dawn and, 
according to Anthony 
Owuye, a banker and 
economist, “as a second-
ary mortgage institution 
intermediating between 
long term deposits and 
short term funds, NMRC 
will be providing long 
term funds to mortgage 
lenders”.

Owuye c ontinue d: 
“The company will is-
sue long term bonds in 
the capital market as ef-
ficiently as possible and 
channel the proceeds 
to refinance member-
institutions at a com-
petitive rate; this will 
bring to end, or reduce 
to the barest minimum, 
the huddles posed to 
mortgage lending to real 
estate; the new refinanc-
ing company acting as  

a secondary mortgage 
institution will buy off 
mortgages originated by 
the PMBs”, he hoped.

True to this expecta-
tion, NMRC has visited 
the capital market from 
where it raised N8 billion 
with which it has refi-
nanced mortgages origi-
nated by six mortgage in-
stitutions including Stan-
bic IBTC, Imperial Homes, 
Sterling Bank, Sun Trust 
Mortgage Bank, Trust-
bond Mortgage Bank, 
and Homebase Mort-
gage Bank which got 
N1.8 billion, N1.7 billion, 
N1.6 billion, N1.3 billion, 
N700 million and N500 
million respectively.

But it remains to be 
seen what purpose this 
refinancing function has 
served Nigerians, two 
years after. The effect 
of the refinancing of the 
six mortgage institu-
tions is yet to be felt in 
the housing sector as 
there is no news any-
where of any mortgage 
loan applicant, especially 
National Housing Fund 
(NHF) contributors, that 
have been given loans 
to buy, build or renovate 
houses.

Recently, Charles In-
yagete, the company’s 
CEO, disclosed at a forum 
in Lagos that the compa-

ny was perfecting plans 
to return to the capital 
market to issue fresh 
bonds to enable it raise 
N20 billion to continue 
its refinancing function.

Once again, expecta-
tion is high that when the 
company raises the N20 
billion by the first quarter 
of 2017, more mortgage 
institutions, especially the 
PMBs, will be refinanced 
and more mortgage appli-
cants will be able to access 
mortgage to buy or build 
their homes.

 “We are hoping that 
when NMRC raises an-
other capital, it will come 
at lower interest rate and 
PMBs will be able to ac-
cess the funds at lower 
interest rate, if not at 
single digit, at least, at 
lower double digit”, said 
Femi Johnson, MD/CEO, 
Homebase Mortgage in 
an interview.

Johnson who is also 
a director at NMRC and 
the President of Mort-
gage Banking Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MBAN) 
explained that  it is tak-
ing the company this 
long to return to the 
capital market because 
the Securities and Ex-
c h a n g e  C o m m i s s i o n 
(SEC) requires it to have 
expended about 70 per-
cent of the earlier capital 

before returning to raise 
more capital.

High interest rate has 
been the bane of mort-
gage access for home 
ownership in Nigeria 
as many mortgage ap-
plicants and home seek-
ers cannot afford the 
commercial interest rate 
of between 20 percent 
and 25 percent charged 
on mortgage loans with 
very short repayment 
period.

The role NMRC is ex-
pected to play in this 
direction is to provide 
liquidity for the mort-
gage market and, con-
sistent with its mandate 
to promote wider spread 
of home ownership, ac-
cessibility and afford-
ability, the company has 
set up what the CEO 
called ‘Housing/Mort-
gage Market Information 
Portal (MMIP)’ to enable 
it to gather data for in-
telligence and profiling 
of federal, states civil 
servants and informal 

man Services’ contracep-
tive mandate immedi-
ately comes to mind – the 
legal challenges to HHS 
contraceptive mandate 
filed by religious nonprof-
its like the Little Sisters 
of the Poor. American 
mainstream media do not 
have interest in bringing 
to light these abuses of 
power,” he said.

“This quiet margin-
a l i z at i o n  w a s  w h at 
prompted Cardinal Fran-
cis George, the former 
Archbishop of Chicago, 
to observe that he would 
probably die in his bed-
room/hospital, but his 
successors might die 
in prisons – because of 
faith-motivated dissent. 
It is sad, but if we read 
beyond CNN and oth-
ers, we would encounter 
several Christians from 
different denominations 
who stood firm to their 
Christian convictions 
and who paid the great 
prices for it. In light of all 
of this, it is important to 
note some points. With 
the recent passage of Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia, if 
Hillary Clinton is elected 
president, and a liberal 
jurist joins the Supreme 
Court, the fortitude of a 
few jurists, like Thomas 
Clarence, could be fur-
ther tested. God save us!” 
he further said.

NMRC: Still waiting for impact on housing Talking Mortgage
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T
here’s no gainsaying that 
the news about the suspen-
sion of the seven senior 
Judges by the National Ju-

dicial Council (NJC) attracted mixed 
feelings from various sections of 
the country, especially in the politi-
cal circle. As evident in the recent 
times, someone sometime soon, 
may wake up and move to swap 
the regulation and appointment of 
judges and NJC under the purview 
of the National Assembly to avoid 
them being held accountable. You 
may ask why I take such position. 
I drew a line from what transpired 
in the recently-passed amendment 
to the Code of Conduct Bureau and 
Tribunal Act. 

The body language of the politi-
cal office holders especially in the 
Legislative arm, convincingly re-
flect their resentment towards the 
anti-corruption crusade under the 
guise of the principle of separation 
of powers. But I do ask, whether 
such principle or policy should be 
allowed to jeopardise our interests 
as a nation grappling with various 
challenges, especially corruption 
and impunity. I get worried why 
the Legislative arm get to intimi-
dated to the extent that critical 
Legislative framework proposed by 
the Executive to tackle the issue of 
corruption headlong were left to rot 
on the archive of the two chambers 
without anyone giving it required 
attention. Anti-Money laundering 
and Mutual Assistance bills as well 

as other bills would have helped to 
put everybody in check. Imagine 
the level of solidarity given by 
politically-exposed persons who 
prefer and justify their actions of 
jettisoning legislative duties which 
they get over N100 million for year-
ly, because an individual is standing 
trial for being questioned over the 
variance between the assets form 
he/she filled (not by proxy). 

What level of impunity can be 
more than this? I’m yet to be con-
vinced by anyone that the submis-
sion of Governor Rochas Okoro-
cha of Imo State, who doubles as 
chairman of the Progressive (APC) 
Governors’ Forum under the plat-
form of All Progressives Congress 
(APC) that the party is currently 
relegated to opposition party in 
the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives. Using the ‘third eye’ or 
microscopic glance at the internal 
operations of the Lower Chamber, 
one can easily align with Governor 
Okorocha, that the APC which on 
the periphery considered to be the 
ruling party at all levels, is playing 
the opposition role in both cham-
bers. Glaringly, it is currently dif-
ficult for any of the political agenda 
of the Buhari-led administration 
to get favourable backing from 
both chambers especially, with the 
current onslaught against corrup-
tion which has ravaged the entire 
polity, spanning through various 
sectors of the nation’s economy 
including political space. 

At least for once, we have start-
ed seeing nostalgic revelations 
from the judiciary arm, but the 
Legislative arm seems to have 
embarked on cutting the offensive 
whirlwind through various antics. 
But I watched great amazement 
the counter-statement from the 
chairman, House Committee on 
Media and Publicity, Abdulrazak 
Namdas, who argued that there’s 
no strain between Legislature 
and Executive arms. However the 
situation plays out, all the parties 
involved must put the interest of 
the country above individual in-
terests as nobody no matter how 
highly placed should think he/
she is above the law of the land. 
Building an enduring nation is an 
herculean task for all Nigerians. I 
consider it a national duty for all 
Nigerians and agencies of govern-
ment and institutions to support 
whosoever is taking up this chal-
lenge of combating corruption 
which has eroded the foundation 
of Nigeria.

Meanwhile, some of issues of at-
traction for this week in the House 
include the aborted investigation 
into the alleged diversion of N700 
billion bail-out fund by some State 
Governors. While the public hear-
ing was stalled due to the absence 
of Kemi Adeosun, Minister of 
Finance, Godwin Emefiele, Gov-
ernor of Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) and Abraham Nwankwo, 
Director General of Debt Manage-

ment Office (DMO), the Committee 
which resolved to post-phone the 
exercise till yet to be announced 
date, threatened to invoke relevant 
section of the Constitution to com-
pel the trio to appear before it. 

Similarly, the House Committee 
on Public Accounts adjourned its 
investigation into the activities of 
Nigeria Police over the disappear-
ance of arms and ammunitions as 
well as cash exhibits amounting 
to N1.9 million. The committee 
which derives its powers from the 
1999 Constitution, also halted its 
investigation into the N25 million 
donation and N41 million contracts 
awarded by Federal Ministry of 
Transportation pending the physi-
cal appearance of the Permanent 
Secretary of Federal Ministry of 
Transport and Director General of 
Nigeria Maritime Administration 
and Safety Agency (NIMASA), as 
stipulated in the 2010 and 2011 
queries raised by the Auditor Gen-
eral of the Federation (AGF).

The lawmakers also passed 
critical resolutions to investigate 
the utilisation of $1 billion accrued 
into the coffer of Nigerian Content 
Development and Monitoring 
Board, following the failure of the 
Board to comply with the provi-
sions of the Nigerian Oil and Gas 
Industries Content Development 
Act, 2010 which seeks to increase 
participation of local contractors 
and provide credit facility and 
capacity building through the 

Nigerian Content Development 
Fund (NCDF). 

The House also unveiled plans 
to probe the activities of the Presi-
dential Committee on Audit of 
Defence Equipment Procurement 
(CADEP) set up to probe the $2.1 
billion arms deals involving the 
former National Security Adviser 
(NSA), Sambo Dasuki. Hon. Obinna 
Chidoka who chaired the House 
Committee on Environment and 
Habitat during an interactive ses-
sion with representatives of major 
oil and gas Companies operating 
in the Niger Delta, selected Civil 
Society Organisations and host 
communities also frowned at the 
complacency of the companies to-
wards ending gas flaring estimated 
at over $5 billion yearly from over 
257 flow stations in the Niger Delta. 
According to Chidoka, the recent 
statistics on the gas flaring showed 
increase of incidences.

A week of bizarre occurrences and all that…

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

W
hen the Sen-
ate adopted the 
use of electronic 
voting system 
on October 18 

to confirm the appointments of 
two justices of the Supreme Court, 
hopes were high that a new hori-
zon had come for the 8th Senate 
and that the era of analogue voice 
voting system was over.

Last month’s electronic voting 
was the first since inauguration 
of the 8th Senate on June 9, 2015. 
The last time the digital system was 
used by the Senate was in 2014 dur-
ing the 7th Senate on the review of 
the 1999 Constitution.

This new system is in line with 
the Legislative Agenda which 
states that “E-voting will be used 
regularly during voting to properly 
reflect voting records of members 
and parliamentary accountability. 
The House shall collaborate with 
relevant stakeholders to achieve 
the goal of an e-parliament.”

Order 72 of the Senate Stand-
ing Orders 2015 (as amended), 

states that there are three types of 
voting system namely: voice vote, 
signing of register in a division and 
electronic voting device.

But hopes were dashed two 
weeks later - specifically on No-
vember 1 - when the Senate Presi-
dent Bukola Saraki prevented the 
Senate from rejecting the list of 46 
non-career ambassadorial nomi-
nees sent to the legislative chamber 
for confirmation.

Senate Leader, Ali Ndume had 
moved a motion that the Senate 
should consider President Buhari’s 
request to confirm the nominees.

When Saraki put the request 
to a voice vote, there was a loud 
shout of ‘Nay’. The Senate President 
announced that he was going to re-
peat the question and when he did, 
senators re-echoed the same ‘Nay’.

Saraki paused for about 10 sec-
onds, and hit the gavel, saying: “The 
Ayes have it!”

There was however, no protest 
against the Senate President’s rul-
ing.

Tuesday’s incident is a stark 
reminder of how the analogue 
system of voice vote can be abused 
by the presiding officer.

One would have thought that 
aggrieved lawmaker(s) would in-
voke Order 73 of the Rule which 
gives any senator the right to chal-
lenge the opinion of the Senate 

President by calling for a Division.
This ensures that the Clerk 

calls each senator’s name, asks 
them separately how they desire 
to vote and record their answers 
accordingly.

On the other side of the coin, 
Saraki’s decision to overrule his col-
leagues may have been informed 
by the earlier rejection of the 
$29.9billion external loan request 
by President Muhammadu Buhari.

Similarly, no senator wants to be 
seen openly challenging the Senate 
leadership, hence the decision of 
lawmakers to move on.

The week under review saw 
the Senate in a collision course 
with the Executive for three con-
secutive days. On Wednesday, the 
upper chamber threatened to shut 
down plenary if the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) fails to conclude the pending 
parliamentary elections in Rivers 
State by December 10, while on 
Thursday, parliament described 
the 2017 to 2019 Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) 
as ‘empty’. Not done yet, it said the 
Buhari-led government was pad-
ded with saboteurs.

There are also indications that 
the Red Chamber will soon amend 
the 1999 Constitution and the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act to ensure that 
the President presents the budget 

to a joint session of the National 
Assembly by the first week of 
September.

The plan also ensures that the 
parliament considers and passes 
the document by 30 November and 
assented to by the President by the 
second week of December.

These are some of the key rec-
ommendations of the Technical 
Committee on Budget Reform 
Process in Nigeria. Specifically, the 
committee recommended that Sec-
tion 81(1) of the 1999 Constitution 
and Sections 11 and 14 of the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act be amended to 
provide for a ‘fixed realistic budget 
calendar’.

The report also called for the 
amendment of Sections 13 to 18 
of the Fiscal Responsibility Act to 
have a long-term 15-year devel-
opment plan to be implemented 
with three-year Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) 
and Medium Term Sector Strategy 
(MTSS).

Presenting the report, Senate 
Leader Ali Ndume, said it would 
improve the nation’s budgeting 
system and harped on the need 
to repeal and re-enact the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act “to check the 
anomalies in relation to the fiscal 
year”.

The report also called for the 
alteration of the FRA to enlarge 

the list of stakeholders to be con-
sulted during the budget prepara-
tion process as well as pre-budget 
consultation between the National 
Assembly, the executive and the 
public.

The report equally recom-
mended the strengthening of 
legislative oversight function in 
order to minimise the negative 
perception of the public on over-
sight performance.

Minister of Budget and National 
Planning Udoma Udo Udoma, who 
was earlier carpeted by Ndume for 
snubbing the Senate leadership to 
answer grey areas regarding MTEF 
and 2016 budget implementation, 
showed up at the presentation of 
the report where he lauded Saraki 
over reforms of the budget process. 
He avoided questions from journal-
ists but simply said all grey areas 
would be resolved. 

The following bills passed First 
Reading last week. They include: 
Assisted Reproductive Technology 
(Regulation) Bill, Gas Flaring (Prohi-
bition and Punishment) Bill, 1999 
Constitution of the Federal Repub-
lic of Nigeria (Alteration) Bill, River 
Basin Development Authority Act 
(Amendment) Bill, National Insti-
tute for Legislative Studies (NILS) 
Act (Amendment) Bill and National 
Livestock (Protection, Control and 
Management) Bureau Bill. 

When the ‘Ayes’ had their say, 
and the ‘Nays’ their way
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Mirrors reflect the sunlight concentrating the rays onto a nearby tower that generates solar power, Spain

H
u m a n i t y  w i l l 
l o o k  b a c k  o n 
N o v e m b e r  4 , 
2 0 1 6 ,  a s  t h e 
day that coun-

tries of the world shut the 
door on inevitable climate 
disaster and s et  off  with 
determination towards a 
sustainable future.

The Paris Climate Change 
Agreement – the result of 
the most complex, compre-
hensive and critical inter-
national climate negotia-
tion ever attempted – came 
into force Friday.

T h e  A g re e m e n t  i s  u n -
doubtedly a turning point 
in the history of common 
human endeavor,  captur-
ing the combined political, 
e c onomic and s o cial  will 
of governments, cities, re-
g i o n s ,  c i t i z e n s ,  b u s i n e s s 
and investors to overcome 
t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  t h re at  o f 
unchecked climate change.

Its early entry into force 
is  a  clear p olit ical  signal 
that all the nations of the 
world are devote d to de-
cisive global action on cli-
mate change.

Next week’s UN climate 
change conference in Mar-
rake ch repres ents  a  new 
departure for the interna-
tional community, and the 
first meeting of the Paris 
A g r e e m e n t ’ s  g o v e r n i n g 
body, known as the CMA, 
will take place during the 
Conference of Parties Con-
vention on Climate Change 
on November 15.

This is a moment to cel-
ebrate. It is also a moment 
to look ahead with sober as-
sessment and renewed will 
over the task ahead.

I n  a  s h o r t  t i m e  –  a n d 
c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  n e x t  1 5 
years – we need to see un-
precedented reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
and unequalled efforts to 
build societies that can re-
sist rising climate impacts.

The timetable is pressing 
b e c a u s e  g l o b a l l y  g re e n -
house gas emissions which 
drive climate change and 
its impacts are not yet fall-
ing – a fact which the Mar-

MODESTUS ANAESORONYE

The world decides as Paris Agreement 
enters into force ahead Cop22 in Marrakech

rakech meeting must have at 
the front of its concerns and 
collective resolve.

The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization has now 
confirmed that the average 
global concentration in the 
at m o s p h e re  o f  t h e  m a i n 
greenhouse gas, carbon di-
oxide, reached the symbolic 
and significant milestone of 
400 parts per million for the 
first time in 2015 and broke 
new records in 2016.

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e 
world is not nearly on track 
to me et the Paris  Agre e-
ment’s primary goal to limit 
global warming well below 
2°C and as close to 1.5°C as 
possible to prevent danger-
ous climate tipping points, 
beyond which we may lose 
the ability to c ontrol the 
outcome.

Paris delivered a gift of 
hope for every man, woman 
and child on the planet. Yet 
today’s celebration can also 

rest on the assurance that 
the policies, technology and 
f inanc e to  achieve thes e 
goals not only exist, but are 
b eing deploye d as  never 
before

T h e  P a r i s  A g r e e m e n t 
swept into force on an un-
precedented wave of action 
and pledges to build a global 
renewable energy industry 
clean up exist ing p ower, 
pro duction,  c onstruction 
and agricultural sectors and 
re-engineer economies and 
societies to be more resil-
ient to the climate impacts 
already in the system.

O u r  c o l l e c t i ve  ab i l i t y 
to enact rapid change has 
changed for good because 
of the Paris Agreement, and 
particularly for the follow-
ing reasons:

In  Paris ,  Governments 
formally accepted to lead 
climate action and present-
ed a global set of national 
plans for immediate action, 

pledging never to lower ef-
forts and to raise their am-
bition over time. They are 
now accountable and have 
the means to drive change 
even faster through more, 
stronger, climate-friendly 
policies and incentives.

Within a few short years 
–ideally no later than 2018 

– governments and parties 
w i l l  h ave  c o m p l e t e d  t h e 
details of a rulebook which 
will measure, account for 
and review global climate 
a c t i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  e n s u re 
transparency on all  sides 
needed to accelerate climate 
action by making sure that 
everyone is involved in the 
effort and is delivering to 
the best of their abilities.

Fu r t h e r m o re ,  G o ve r n -
ments agreed to strengthen 
ade quate te chnology and 
financial support to devel-
oping nations so they can 
build their own sustainable, 
clean energy futures.

Finally and importantly, 
non-party stakeholders are 
showing increased interest 
and commitment to lower-
ing the carb on emissions 
a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  g o ve r n -
ments and parties in their 
fight against the dire effects 
of climate change.

We expect the Marrakech 

Focus

“Its early en-
try into force 

is a clear polit-
ical signal that 
all the nations 
of the world 

are devoted to 
decisive global 
action on cli-
mate change.”



Focus
Sunday 06 November 2016 SUNDAYBD 25C002D5556

The world decides as Paris Agreement 
enters into force ahead Cop22 in Marrakech

Adolescents and need for savings culture

S
avings is a habit that 
everyone should in-
c u l c at e .  O n c e  t h e 
habit is mastered, it 

becomes difficult to break. 
This is why the savings habit 
should start at a very tender 
age.

Generally, people, espe-
cially children and teenag-
ers, have the wrong concept 
ab out savings.  For them, 
savings is meant for adults 
and salary earners alone. But 
that’s a misconception. And 
that misconception has to 
be corrected. Parents have a 
huge role to play in making 
their children understand 
that savings is a necessary 
tool for existence and sur-
vival.

A large percentage of par-
ents do not save. When par-
ents have difficulty saving, 
how then can they teach 
their children the culture 
of savings? Ac c ording to 
financial experts, one of the 
steps to saving is to have a 
budget. When you don’t have 
a budget, saving becomes 
automatically impossible. It 
is necessary that you have 
a daily, weekly, monthly, 
quarterly and yearly savings. 
When you set a particular 
amount that you want to 
spend aside, then save the 
remainder. Budgeting has a 
way of curbing wastage and 
reducing frivolous spending.

Another necessary factor 
is having a savings account. 
It  is necessary that at an 
early age, children should 
have savings ac c ount.  So 
many banks have set up sev-
eral accounts for children. 
That’s a big step to being 

Means of savings

guaranteed that come what 
may, your child has a secured 
future. Most times, it is better 
to have a box at home where 
adolescents can save their 
money, and when the savings 
increases and get to a certain 
level, it can be taken to the 
bank and properly saved.

In achieving a success in 
savings, self control is key. It 
is possible that you may be 
good at savings but then it 
is also possible that you may 
love to spend as well. Your 
ATM card is always at your 

CHINYERE OKEKE

disposal. So even after sav-
ing that money in the bank, 
say today, you are already 
spending it at a shopping 
mall the tomorrow with the 
mall’s POS. It then means 
that although you claim to 
save, at the same time you 
are already spending it. That 
is where self-control comes 
in. Every successful saver is a 
person that has the ability to 
control him or herself.

You ne e d to b e able to 
resist the urge to buy every 
nice thing you fancy. You 

need to cultivate the habit of 
buying what you need and 
not what you want. Parents 
should be able to curb the 
way they sp end on their 
children. Instead of buying 
every fancy toy your child 
points to, at a toy shop, why 
not rather save the money for 
the child’s education.

Tr u e ,  e ve r y t h i n g  m ay 
seem rosy and calm at some 
point in our life, but then the 
storm may come from any 
direction. It can hit anybody 
at any time. So why not save 

COP 22 conference to accel-
erate work on the rulebook 
and to see emerge a definable 
pathway for developed coun-
tries to materialise the flow 
of USD $100 billion per year 
by 2020 in support of climate 
action by developing ones.

Very large-scale realloca-
tions of investment are nec-

essary. UN estimates show 
that achieving sustainable 
development will  re quire 
USD $5-7 trillion a year, a 
large slice of which must 
f u n d  t h e  t ra n s i t i o n  t o  a 
low-carbon, resilient world 
e c onomy. To fulfil l  thes e 
investment needs, we will 
n e e d  t o  l o o k  at  c re at i ve 

funding options ,  b eyond 
the traditional ones and in 
which both public and pri-
vate sector flows are aligned 
and scaled-up.

This,  to o,  is  happ ening 
but needs to speed up. UN 
data show global financial 
f l o w s  o ve r  t h e  p a s t  f e w 
years ratcheting up to the 

point where one trillion dol-
lars a year should be achiev-
able in the near future. This 
means governments ,  the 
multilateral and the private 
sector raising and allocating 
tens of billions of dollars at a 
time towards climate invest-
ments.

The foundations of the 

Paris Agreement are solid 
and other key features of 
humanity’s new home are 
starting to rise. Yet, we can-
not and we must not rest 
until the roof is in place. This 
November in Marrakesh we 
will make sure it will be in 
place, sooner rather than 
later.

now for the rainy days?  
For those that find it easy 

to spend their savings, why 
not open a fixed deposit ac-
count or rather, invest. Buy a 
house, buy a land or shares. 
In that way, your money 
becomes an asset and when-
ever a need arises you can 
liquidate the asset.

Parents should make it a 
point of duty, therefore, to 
help their children incul-
cate good savings habit. And 
parents, by the way, must be 
good models.
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Oluseyi Oladejo

M
ay we have your 
assessment on the 
practice of market 
research in Nige-
ria today?

Market research industry 
in Nigeria is at the infant stage, 
compared to developed markets 
like UK, US etc. However, the in-
dustry is developing very rapidly, 
driven by the entrance of global 
players like Ipsos employing 
global best practice standards, 
tools and technologies.

The impact of marketing re-
search industry in Nigeria can-
not be over-emphasised, in con-
tribution to national productivity 
across different sectors of the 
economy by providing reliable 
data and insights for planning 
and implementation, which in-
directly increase national output.

It is very clear that there is 
need to do more in the area 
of creating awareness and ap-
preciation of market research, 
especially among indigenous 
companies.

What are the ways to grow 
Nigerian market research prac-
tice, considering its peculiarity 
to the development of brands 
and products

I can confidently tell you that 
there is no brand that can achieve 
sustainable growth without 
market research inputs, within or 
without Nigeria; the importance 
of market research cannot be 
over emphasised. To begin with, 
gone are the days of guess work 
and decisions made on gut feel. 
Market research answers the 
“Why?”, “What” and “How” ques-
tions with fact that are critical in 
developing effective and guar-
anteed marketing strategies that 
will result in more sales, more 
consumption, increased brand 
loyalty, bigger market share, 
higher returns etc.

Secondly, I strongly recom-
mend that market researchers 
(research suppliers) require self-
regulation through our profes-
sional body Nigeria marketing 
research association (NIMRA) 
in order to gain credibility, con-
fidence and trust of our clients 
(research users). This is critical, 
given the size of research bud-
gets, there should never be any 
room for doubt with regards to 
outputs and recommendations 
from market research.

Thirdly, NIMRA needs to 
set professional standards and 
ethics for members, and ensure 
compliance – this is a major part 
of self-regulation.

Finally, since the research 
industry is young, we need to 
invest in people development 
as a major asset of the industry 
through training, seminars and 
conferences. The level of talent 
development in the industry 
will determine growth rate in 
the long run.

Once the industry is well reg-
ulated, and clients are delighted, 
we will have met our objective 
and there is no telling what more 
we can achieve.

 
May we know what IPSOS 

Nigeria is doing and its role in 
the market?

Ipsos entered Nigerian market 
in 2011, about four years ago, as a 
subsidiary of Ipsos global. In 2012, 
Ipsos acquired Synovate (which 
had been in Nigeria for about 3 
years), we can safely say Ipsos 
has being in Nigeria for about 
six years.

Founded in France in 1975, Ip-
sos is proud to be the only global 
market research company that 
is still controlled and operated 
by researchers.  Ipsos is the 3rd 
largest research company in 
the world with a presence in 86 
countries and conducts surveys 
and other research in over 100+ 
countries worldwide. With our 
16,000+ employees we serve over 
5,000 clients around the world.

Ipsos offers a complete line 
of custom, syndicated, omnibus, 
panel, and online research prod-
ucts and services. We have sig-
nificant presence within Nigeria 
and our team has extensive ex-
perience conducting large-scale 
market research with consumers 
and providers across the various 
socio-economic groups as well as 
geographic regions (including dif-
ficult to reach rural areas) within 
the country.

What about Ipsos’ perfor-
mance within the market space?

At Ipsos we are passionately 
curious about people, markets, 
brands and society. We deliver 
information and analysis that 
makes our complex world easier 
and faster to navigate and in-
spires our clients to make smarter 
decisions. we offer our clients 
a unique depth of knowledge 
and expertise, partnering with 
almost all the multinationals 
and national clients to grow their 
brands using innovative research 
solutions and deliver in-depth 
consumer understanding and 
insights. We are trusted and 
respected by our clients.

We believe that our work is 
important. Security, simplicity, 
speeds and substance apply to 
everything we do.

Also, by nurturing a culture 
of collaboration and curiosity, 
we attract the highest caliber of 
people who have the ability and 
desire to influence

In Nigeria alone, we have 
been awarded Best Market-
ing Research Agency of the 
year award for two consecutive 
years, back to back (2013 & 2014) 
by International Brand Award 
Nominees and HSBS Global. We 
also have ISO 20252 certification 
to attest to adheres to the Stan-
dard’s requirements.

 May we know some of the 
innovations that keep Ipsos 
relevant?

To begin with our company 
structure (the way we are ar-
ranged as a company) ensures 
that we place the expert in front 
of the client. We have five busi-
ness lines, each with experts that 

are equipped to address our client 
needs be it Market Research, 
Social research, Brand and Com-
munication Research, Consumer 
Research you name it. We also 
provide the field and tab service 
for clients whose requirement is 
data collection with the exemp-
tion of analysis.

At Ipsos, a blend of innovation 
and technology is driving our re-
search solutions. Being a multina-
tional, we leverage on our global 
research expertise. For instance, 
we are the pioneers of mobile 
device data collection (MDC) in 
Nigeria, and Africa at large. This 
involves the use of smartphone/
tablet for data collection instead 
of the traditional pen & paper.  
The technique eliminates data 
entry and the attendant human 
error. It allows logics and mouse 
trap to be included in the script 
which will ensure data quality. 
MDC is a technology driven in-
novation for data collection for 
improvement of quality of data, 
we have invested resources to 
improve quality of data to delight 
of our clients, given that quality 
of data is the bedrock marketing 
research.

Our field management sys-
tems are second to none. Our 
mobile data collection is empow-
ered with GPS monitoring to 
ensure that interviews are done 
at the designated sample areas, 
this data is recorded in real time. 
Any disparity is flagged and im-
mediately checked.

We have recently entered 

into the digital space with online 
and mobile surveys. Ipsos has a 
Research and Development team 
constantly working at innova-
tive solutions for our clients; Mar-
keting Sciences division which 
drives data modelling which 
includes data segmentation, sta-
tistical analysis sample design,etc 
We also have a team that works 
on incorporating neuroscience 
into our research methodologies.

We have also invested in 
tools specifically designed for 
brand growth strategies, vol-
ume forecasting tools, and other 
communication and innovation 
planning tools. 

 
What are the possible solu-

tions to the challenges that 
players in the market research 
face these days? 

In addition to growing the 
research profession through 
training and capacity building, 
researchers need to develop 
simpler methodologies for con-
ducting research. Though chal-
lenges among agencies are quite 
differs, local agencies versus 
multinationals. However, the 
major challenge across board is 
talent, I meant good people – tal-
ent is very scarce in the industry, 
that is why I am calling on head 
of agencies to invest in talent de-
velopment and train their people 
for the benefit and growth of our 
industry.

Marketing research industry 
also faces the challenge of pen-
etration and accessibility into 

some rural areas during Data 
collection (fieldwork) due to 
poor infrastructure as a result of 
topography and terrain.

 
What is this concept of the 

‘Most Influential Brand’ in Ni-
geria?

Brands go well beyond sell-
ing a product or service. They 
are founded on a sense of pur-
pose - or ‘why’ - that establishes 
stronger emotional connections 
with people. Hence the influence 
of brands in our lives, and in our 
world, cannot be overstated. The 
question is now which brands 
are these and what does it take 
to build this kind of influence?

We conducted a compre-
hensive programme of research 
to measure and rank the Most 
Influential Brands in Nigeria and 
around the globe. With a wealth 
of data to draw upon, we have 
much to share about what brands 
have influence, and where, why, 
and how they are trending. 
There are important lessons to 
learn for all brands – both big 
and small.

This is the fifth year of this 
survey but the first time Nigeria 
has been included in the study. 
Beyond our own measures, met-
rics, and surveys, there are a 
number of other factors very 
much related to brand influence.

And we are already prepar-
ing for the survey to measure 
the most influential brands in 
Nigeria for 2016, the result will 
be available next year.

‘Local firms must strengthen their market 
research strategies to compete globally’
Oluseyi Oladejo, deputy managing director and head of Marketing, Ipsos Nigeria, a market research com-
pany, in this Interview with KELECHI EWUZIE explains the company’s aspiration and how it hopes to set 
standard in the market research segment of the economy amid the sector challenges. Excerpts:
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Former Vice President and chieftain of the All Progressives Congress, Atiku Abubakar receiving an award of recognition from Prof Lami 
Lambin, Member Board of Trustees, Nigerian Veterinary Medical Association, at the 6th African Veterinary Association (AVA)/53rd Nigerian 
Veterinary Medical Association (NMVA) Annual Congress at Enugu, Enugu State,
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You know that African 

economies face serious 
challenges when veteri-

narians organise conferences to dis-
cuss the broader question of economic 
diversification in Africa, rather than 
focus narrowly on the challenges of 
managing the health and wellbeing of 
animals, including those that consti-
tute our meals and assist us or keep us 
company. I think that, by choosing this 
theme, you are making the point that 
the economic development of Africa 
is too serious a matter to be left in the 
hands of economists and development 
experts or political leaders alone. I agree 
with you.

That your conference theme is not 
merely some technical veterinary 
matter also speaks to your sense of 
professional social responsibility; you 
obviously care about Africa and your 
various countries. It is indeed com-
mendable that you are getting involved 
in these wider socio-economic develop-
ment issues which provide the context, 
within which your own professional 
practices, your own professional con-
tributions take place.

Five decades after most African 
countries gained political indepen-
dence their economies remain mostly 
mono-crop economies, that is they 
largely depend on the export of single 
primary commodities such as miner-
als or agricultural produce.  The prices 
of these commodities are determined 
internationally by factors over which 
African countries have little influence. 
And they often fluctuate rather widely, 
making the economies very vulnerable 
to externally induced shocks. There 
is little industrialisation, little manu-
facturing, and little added value. And 
reliance on these primary commodity 
extractions has had deleterious con-
sequences for the politics of African 
societies. These include the preponder-
ance of rent-seeking, state dominance 
of economic activities, vicious struggles 
for state power, and the attendant cor-
ruption and trends towards dictator-
ship. And we continue to have chal-
lenges with poor infrastructure and 
insecurity, both of which discourage 
investment and tourism; deteriorating 
educational system, and inadequate 
support and promotion of research and 
innovation.

But our potentials are enormous if 
we truly want to turn our fortunes 
around. And we must.

 
The diversification of African econo-

mies is obviously critical and is one 
thing around which we have consensus 
in Africa and within our various coun-
tries. However, what diversification 

The Vets and economic diversification in Africa

means and how it can be achieved are 
more contentious. 

 
What diversification means
 
I understand the diversification of 

the economy to mean a genuine change 
in policy and practice that results in 
the promotion of diverse economic 
activities by citizens and corporations 
in ways that contribute significantly to 
economic growth, employment, rising 
incomes and government revenues 
through taxation and other sources.  It 
usually includes advances in productive 
methods and management of human 
and material resources.

I think we need some clarity in 
our definitions and prescriptions on 
this important issue. When we say 
that we need a return to agriculture, 
for instance, do we mean the ancient 
agriculture that we have practised for 
so long or the modern, science and 
technology-driven agriculture with 
its enormous productivity and con-
tributions to improved nutrition? By 
returning to agriculture, do we mean 
following cattle and sheep through 
bushes and raising free range chickens 
as our people have done for thousands 
of years or adopting modern scientific 
means of raising animals for greater 
productivity and improved nutrition? 
And when we talk about returning to 
agriculture, do we mean consolidating 

farms and improving yields on existing 
land or continuing with existing tenure 
systems that have subsisted for genera-
tions? And do we also mean making ag-
riculture attractive to educated people 
or leaving it as the domain of the illiter-
ate or less educated where superstition 
reigns supreme and where we rely on 
nature for everything including water, 
pollination, crop health and yields?

May I suggest that if we diversify 
economic activities without modernis-
ing them, we won’t go far. If we diver-
sify sources of government revenue 
but continue to concentrate too much 
power and resources in central govern-
ments in Africa’s diverse societies, we 
won’t go far in achieving freedom, de-
velopment and advancing our societies. 
If we diversify our economies but still 
let the state dominate economic activi-
ties as a major investor and competitor 
against the private sector, we will be 
unable to unleash our people’s produc-
tive and entrepreneurial energies. 

Can we realistically expect a state 
that confiscates economic resources 
such as rent to genuinely and enthu-
siastically promote diverse economic 
activities? Can we realistically expect 
such a state to embark on the politically 
difficult task of levying and collecting 
taxes from its citizens and allowing 
itself to be held accountable?

As you deliberate, consider these 
issues. And consider the role of demo-
cratic governance in the quest for the 

diversification of Africa’s economies? 
Does it help or hurt for people to have a 
say in how they are governed including 
economic governance, policy develop-
ment, and the accountability of leaders?

As professional bodies AVA and 
NVMA have critical roles to play in im-
proving African agriculture, especially 
veterinary health and the quantity and 
quality of our animal protein intake as 
well as the prospects of our earning 
vital foreign exchange from exporting 
meat and dairy products to the rest of 
the world.

What should Africa’s position be 
on genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs)? To what extent should Africa 
embrace GMOs as a way to improve 
our agriculture and nutrition? What 
are the risks, if any? You can help with 
evidence-based advice to Africa’s gov-
ernments rather than one governed by 
fad, fear or paranoia.

And while you are at it, do not forget 
to work hard to improve your profes-
sion, starting with improvements in 
veterinary education and training, and 
professional regulation to ensure high 
quality and ethical practices.

I sincerely thank the Nigerian 
Veterinary Medical Association for 
inviting me to chair this very impor-
tant Congress at this very challenging 
time for our country and indeed our 
continent.

Thank you for your attention, and I 
wish you very productive deliberations.

Being text of a remark by Atiku Abubakar, a former vice president and chieftain of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) at the African Veterinary Association/Nigerian Veterinary 
Medical Association Congress at the De Dome Events Centre, Enugu, recently.
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Nigeria yet to tap into $30bn global 
mobile app market - Akideinde

it to users. With Boom Player 
on millions of TECNO smart-
phones shipped into Africa 
monthly, we were able to get 
the app to the users directly 
and easily.

Research played a key role 
in our success story; we studied 
not only the other successful 
apps, but the bad apps as well. 
We found out what these apps 
did badly and made sure we 
didn’t make the same mistakes.

Our ability to provide and 
curate trending songs, fans’ fa-
vourites and the classics in both 
audio and video form along 
with its lyrics with a cleanly 
designed platform has helped 
users find and discover content 
with so much ease.

Users can decide to subscribe 
which allows them to either 

stream content or download 
for offline use (i.e. when the 
Internet is not available) or 
purchase the songs outright. 
Users can also create playlists, 
share what they are listening 
to via social media and interact 
on the artists’ pages and content

In just over a year, we have 
truly become one of the fastest 
growing music services con-
tinuously evolving, learning 
and improving it with feed-
back from the users & content 
providers and research into 
innovative new features

 
How will you assess the 

Nigerian mobile app environ-
ment?

The mobile industry in Ni-
geria continues to scale up 
quickly with Africa itself seen 

Oye Akideinde is GM, Operations - Mobile Apps for TECNO Mobile Limited and is responsible 
for strategically developing and managing key relationships in the continent to fulfil its vision 
of becoming Africa’s premier mobile company. He helps TECNO Mobile achieve their mission, 
vision, goals and targets through implementing strategies, new business ideas & relying on his 
large network of similar minds for potential opportunities. Akideinde a Nigerian by nationality, 
African in perspective and global in experience, in this interview with BDSUNDAY, he shares 
about the TECNO Boom Player APP and opportunities available in the global $30bn app industry.
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T
ell us ab out the 
TECNO mobile App, 
(Boom Player)

It  is  without a 
doubt that TECNO 

Mobile is the leading brand 
in technology and innovation 
across Africa. Our mission has 
always been for our users to 
experience more and Boom 
Player was developed in light of 
this – to ensure that our devices 
deliver on its value promise of 
pure entertainment that suits 
your lifestyle. Our passion for 
music and art motivated us to 
create this Boom Player, a digi-
tal content (Music & Video) app 
that allows music lovers to ac-
cess a huge catalogue of music 
and videos from African and 
International artists. The con-
tents are available for stream-
ing and download and it is fast 
becoming the number one mu-
sic app in Nigeria and Africa as 
a whole. We are continuously 
in the top five of the Top Free 
Apps charts and have also been 
number 1 in the daily trending 
apps on the Google Playstore. 
We attribute some of this suc-
cess to our ability to solve two 
nagging issues of content cre-
ators; transparency in music 
distribution platforms and of 
course piracy. By providing a 
Content Management System, 
we were able to give content 
providers direct access to real-
time and accurate analytics 
at all times making our music 
service very transparent and 
building trust in return. Also 
we got the distribution right 
from the onset; piracy usually 
thrives with lack of a proper 
distribution channel. Usually 
when a customer buys a new 
phone, he or she is quickly 
bombarded by lurking pirates 
hawking digital contents out 
there. By preloading Boom 
Player on all smart TECNO 
androiddevices, we were able 
to build a proper distribution 
channel for content with a 
few taps or clicks, eliminating 
the need for users to purchase 
illegal contents.

App distribution is also a 
big challenge for any app. You 
can build an amazing product, 
but still have difficulty getting 

as a “mobile-first” continent. 
Nigeria currently has the high-
est Smartphone penetration 
rate in Africa (about 41 percent). 
Most of this rapid growth can be 
attributed to TECNO Mobile’s 
dominance in the Nigerian 
mobile phone market. Studies 
in Nigeria reveal that the most 
popular mobile phone brand 
is TECNO, and by default, An-
droid is the most popular app 
store.

TECNO stays true to the 
maxim “think globally, act lo-
cally”, achieving great success 
in translating advanced tech-
nology into superior local-
ized products. The smartphone 
penetration was really made 
possible with TECNO’s ability to 
provide smartphones at a very 
close price range of featured 
phones, making the transition 
easy. TECNO has continued to 
design the highest level of prod-
ucts with only one target - to 
give consumers the most suit-
able product at the best price. 
This has encouraged the rapid 
adoption of smartphones.

In such a few short years, the 
improvement of mobile phone 
networks has transformed 
communications in Nigeria. 
Data prices keep falling due 
to the healthy competition 
amongst data service providers 
with the providers providing 
even better and higher speed 
networks to the end users. A re-
cent report (I believe conducted 
by Twinpine) reveals that with 
1,000.00 naira, users can buy 
15 times more data in 2016 that 
they could in 2011.

Mobile penetration is said to 
be currently around 40% in Ni-
geria and Nigeria has officially 
been tagged as the most “mobi-
lized” country in the world with 
76% of all internet traffic in 
Nigeria coming through mobile 
according to the same report.

All these factors have cre-
ated opportunities in the Nige-
rian mobile app environment 
with demanding users wanting 
a constant supply of apps that 
solve their daily needs and re-
quirements Over 30% of Nigeri-
ans using featured phones have 
switched to TECNO and other 
android smart-phones, whether 

high end or low-end prices and 
in turn, this makes them, users 
of mobile apps. This has allowed 
Nigerians to jump right into the 
digital era by accessing cheaper 
and affordable data rates and 
easy access to social media and 
other app downloads.

With much access to the 
Internet and mobile technology, 
the Nigerian mobile app envi-
ronment has allowed for apps 
to become a part and parcel of 
our daily activities.

 
How will you assess the 

mobile app business in Nigeria? 
The mobile apps business in 

Africa as a whole is laden with 
huge potentials. It’s sad to note 
that even though the global 
mobile app market is worth 
nearly thirty billion dollars, 
Africa (Nigeria inclusive) has 
barely a share in this. There is 
such a huge void for apps ‘made 
in Nigeria for Nigeria, Africa 
and the world’.

Did you know that more 
than 40 billion (yes billion!) 
mobile apps are downloaded 
and used across the globe every 
year? That is millions of down-
loads every day – more than 
100 million downloads a day! 
It’s sad to note that Nigerians 
do not use local apps as much 
as the international apps, even 
with the decent rise of Nigerian 
apps coming up.

Since the surge of mobile 
apps in 2008, Nigeria has re-
mained an under-performer 
in mobile apps business. This is 
pretty much evident in Google 
Play store Top overall charts 
where only 16 local apps break 
into the top 100.

The opportunities for the 
mobile app business in Nigeria 
is huge as the growth in Smart-
phone usage continues to rise. 
As long as App developers can 
create killer apps like Boom 
Player that solve problems, 
appeal or are very useful to Ni-
gerians, adoption of local apps 
will grow in tandem with the 
smartphone growth. The ap-
peal of Mobile apps is because 
of the diversity of their use. 
There’s an app for that reigns 
true as there are pretty much 
apps for everything anything 

Oye Akideinde
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you can think of – music, en-
tertainment games, education, 
information services, news, 
social media, chatting, religion, 
healthcare, food and transport. 
Developers just simply need to 
start providing local apps for 
basically everything

Monetisation and revenue 
generation may also act as a 
driving force to grow more 
localised apps with most of the 
current local apps depending 
on revenue from ads. Payments 
for services have remained a 
bottleneck for local apps. Across 
most of Nigeria and even Africa, 
credit and debit card ownership 
levels remain extremely low, 
and the usage of these cards is 
even lower due to cases of fraud. 
Google Pay usage is also low in 
Nigeria. The most popular pay-
ment gateway is Premium SMS 
or Direct Carrier Billing via 
Telcos. In a country, where over 
97percent of the mobile lines 
are pre-paid; it’s a preferred op-
tion for app developers to have 
payments deducted from the 
user’s airtime as the conversion 
rate is said to be higher.

The users perceive paying 
using their airtime as a much 
better experience than using a 
payment card. It offers a sort of 
convenient ‘one click’ purchase 
model where they are in control 
of the purchase because they 
start it up by a tap, swipe or 
click and they also don’t have to 
worry about card security fears.

The only drawback to this 
is that telcos have been known 
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to take up to 80 per cent of 
revenues. The remaining rev-
enue is further shared with a 
licensed Value Added Service 
Provider since, by regulation, 
apps aren’t allowed to connect 
directly into the billing system 
of Telcos. So at the end of the 
day, it requires extremely high 
volumes to make a service prof-
itable in the already difficult 
app market. That is the reality 
we face with the current pay-
ment platform. Nigeria and 
Africa continue to cry for that 
killer mobile payment solution 
(an app maybe) that works 
within our issues – offline, 
online, banked, under-banked, 
and unbanked and will allow 
consumers the freedom to 
utilise their digital wallets. A 
few new payment players like 
flutterwave have sprung up, 
showing promise.

By 2017, I believe we will 
see an influx of local mobile 
apps into the Nigerian mobile 
app ecosystem that will be 
centered on delivering social, 
entertainment and economic 
benefits.

What are the aims or ob-
jectives of the Boom Player 
Mobile App?

Boom Player’s main aim is 
to build the largest and most 
sustainable digital music eco-
system in Africa for content 
creators and providers. It’s time 
to remind people how exciting 
and essential music is to their 
lives. The ecosystem will ensure 

that; Creators and owners get 
paid for their content, and con-
sumers and buyers get excellent 
service

By bringing music creators, 
owners, providers, lovers, fans, 
and users under one roof, we 
can build up the commerce 
landscape for the global music 
and entertainment industry.

Boom Player is developed in 
line with TECNO’s mission to al-
low users EXPERIENCE MORE 
by providing an avenue to 
enjoy seamless entertainment. 
Simply think of Boom Player as 
a lifestyle and entertainment 
app with a focus on music. 
With Boom Player, you’re able 
to download and listen to your 
favourite songs and watch vid-
eos on the go.

Boom Player allows music 
lovers to access a huge cata-
logue of music and videos from 
African and International art-
ists. The contents are available 
for streaming and download.

Boom Player will definitely 
bring fans closer to artistes and 
music they love with its user 
friendliness and share-ability, 
alongside other amazing features 
such as the ability for users to 
win coins to purchase content.

 
What else can the Boom 

player app do; I mean what 
other features are embedded 
in it? 

The Boom Player app is 
packed with so many features; 
I will run you through them.

Under our Discover Music 
section, you get a 360-experi-
ence music, videos, charts and 
playlists amongst other out-
standing features available on 
the go at your fingertips. Our 
professional content specialists 
curate music (audio and video) 
into the new & recommended 
sections, charts and playlists to 
make it so easy for you to dis-
cover more music you can love 
and enjoy. Users can also create 
their own playlist.

We have other sections like 
videos, albums, artists, and 
genres where you can browse 
through, play and download. 
Our moods section also pro-
vides the music you can enjoy 
in your current mood and state 
of mind. There’s also a search 
feature that you can use to 
discover more. Our message 
inbox will keep you up-to-date 
with new releases. You will al-
ways be the first to know when 
there’s new content from your 
favourite artist and more infor-
mation on what’s happening in 
the music industry.

One of my own personal 
favourite features of the app is 
the Daily Lucky draw, which 
allows you to win free coins 
everyday that can be used to 
purchase any music and video 
you choose. Good luck spinning.

While playing music, you 
also get to see the lyrics of the 
song scroll up in sync with each 
bar sung or rapped so you can 

do a mini-karaoke with your 
friends. On Boom Player, your 
opinion matters and you can 
have your say on any artistes’ 
body of work by typing a com-
ment or even using a smiley. 
It is also an incredible way for 
artistes and fans to interact – 
when you leave a comment, an 
artist or another fan can reply 
to you directly. You can share 
via Twitter, Facebook or copy 
the URL to send to friends.

 
How will you assess the at-

titude of Nigerian mobile app 
users to Boom Player? 

It has been great so far, most 
users are happy to find all the 
songs they love in one place; 
they get excited with the daily 
lucky draw, lyrics and other 
features I mentioned.

We have also seen a lot of 
users decide on which songs to 
purchase based on other users 
interactions and feedback. We are 
truly building an ecosystem.

Also the ability and ease of 
buying the music with their air-
time encourages the support of 
artists getting paid. The prices are 
not seen as an irritation to bear. 
Remember we are dealing with a 
generation that has always been 
able to get the songs they want 
for free through promotional blogs 
and other pirated torrents. It was 
very important for us to find the 
right equilibrium between pricing 
and the users.

 
What would you say is your 

competitive edge? 
Our competitive edge is our 

product strategy, which is based 
on our users experiencing more. 
The edge is founded on emotion 
and innovation.

With an emphasis on emo-
tion, we have moved our con-
sumers from being fans to 
becoming critics and decision 
tastemakers. We believe that 
every human is a fan of music 
– regardless of the language, lo-
cality, mood, taste or socioeco-
nomic class. We understand 
our users, their needs and 
how they interactive with our 
services. Through this under-
standing, we have empowered 
users to become curators and 
creators of the music culture.

Through innovation, we 
have been able to give artists, 
labels, content providers, and 
creators actual ways of getting 
paid for their works. With the 
backend access to our content 
management system, they get 
to see data and information 
that they can mine effectively 
to also give them an edge over 
other artists. We have com-
bined all music sales, videos, 
fan demographics and social 
networking crucial to today’s 
music ecosystem.

With the features I men-
tioned earlier, Boom Player will 
not only offer users a better 
experience, but houses a lot 
of promises for musicians to 
finally make money beyond 

shows and endorsements.

What are the challenges of 
the business? 

When you realise that a gen-
eration grew up illegally down-
loading content; many music 
consumers are very happy us-
ing ad-supported websites like 
YouTube to hear most of the 
songs out there, there’s no big-
ger challenge than these – com-
peting against free and pirated 
content. There is a nonexistence 
of copyright enforcement and 
distribution structures. Nigeria 
and other African countries 
need similar regulations that 
enable the effective takedown 
of illegal digital content like that 
of the United States’ Digital Mil-
lennium Copyright Act (DMCA) 
and the EU’s Copyright Directive 
(EUCD). Until these government 
policies and regulations are cre-
ated and put in force, we will 
continue to constantly educate 
artists on the need to monetise 
their content effectively and 
promote it as well through their 
social media profiles.

Another challenge is mak-
ing enough sales that keep the 
artists happy after the telcos 
take their 70 to 80 percent of 
the revenues generated. These 
huge percentages need to come 
down considerably. The music 
industry needs to lobby as hard 
as they can for the Government 
lawmakers to support this. On 
one hand, it is difficult to blame 
the Telcos for this - they operate 
their businesses with such high 
costs due to the lack of Govern-
ment supported infrastructure 
in place – power, security, road 
networks, currency value. But 
on the other hand, these poor 
infrastructures affect us all.

Tell us about your brands po-
sitioning, what differentiate you 
from the likes of MTN Music+, 
Modditt2.0 music and others?

To start off with, most com-
petitors are fixated on the 
short term; our outlook is long 
term. We are creating an eco-
system for music that will 
sustain a brand loyalty that is 
synonymous with the TECNO 
brand. We love music, you love 
music, everyone loves music 
and Boom Player brings you 
that amazing music service 
to experience more at each 
swipe, tap, touch or click in this 
mobile-driven era. Aside from 
device penetration, which 
helps with content marketing 
and distribution effectively, we 
also have brand recognition 
and an existing customer loy-
alty inherited from the TECNO 
brand. Our rapid acquisition of 
diverse content is beginning 
to differentiate us from other 
competitors as well. Boom 
Player as an ecosystem wants 
to grow and sustain careers, 
while more precisely encour-
age fans to have more personal 
experiences around music all 
in one space. 

Oye Akideinde



How Heineken changed the 
fashion game in four days

I
nternational pre-
mium beer brand, 
Heineken, was the 
headline sponsor 
of the 4-day Lagos 

Fashion and Design 
Week which took place 
from 26 October to 29 
October at Federal Pal-
ace Hotel and Casino, 
Victoria Island, Lagos. 
For four straight days, 
the Heineken Lagos 
Fashion and Design 
Week held Nigeria - 
and, to a large extent, 
Africa - spellbound as it 
‘connected the dots’ be-
tween the aesthetics of 
fashion, the commerce 
of fashion, and all other 
important aspects of 
the fashion industry 
at a level never seen 
before.

H e i n e k e n -
LFDW2016 established 
that the business of 
fashion is one with far 
reaching economic and 
social consequences on 
the affairs of a nation.

The collections that 
were on display during 
the event only further 
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affirmed the creativ-
ity, ingenuity and en-
terprise of the fashion 
industry in Nigeria. 
Prominent designers in-
cluding Mai Atafo, Ejiro 
Amos Tafiri, Lanre Da 
Silva, Bridget Awosika, 
Washington Roberts, 
Lisa Folawiyo, Orange 
Culture and many oth-
ers displayed collections 
that were truly fasci-
nating and alluring.

Ejiro Amos Tafiri and 
Mai Atafo displayed 
customized designs sup-
ported by Heineken on 
27 and 28 October 2016, 
respectively. Two lucky 
people, Ivie Omenai and 
Rilwan Quadree won 
the customized designs, 
after they purchased a 
six-can Heineken pack.

Heineken set the bar 
high with numerous 
experiences it created 
at the event to ensure 
that guests had the best 
of time. Some of these 
experiences were: the 
exclusive Heineken VIP 
lounge set up to enter-
tain VIP guests at the 

Why startups find it difficult to scale up 
their innovations, by Odumosu

T
o l u w a l o g o 
Odumosu, as-
sociate, Science, 
Te c h n o l o g y, 

and Public Policy Pro-
gramme, Belfest Centre 
for Science and Interna-
tional Affairs, USA, in 
this interview said that 
innovation is crucial to 
the future of science, 
technology and engi-
neering in Africa. He, 
however, pointed out 
that lack of manage-
rial expertise, dearth of 
capital, and infrastruc-
tural constraints have 
compounded the chal-
lenges faced by start-
up, hindering them 
from scaling up their 
innovations. Excerpts: 

How important is in-
novation in advancing 
science and technology 
in Africa?

I guess it depends 
on your definition of 
innovation. I see inno-
vation as spanning the 
breadth of research 
and development and 
also encompassing the 
introduction of new 
products and services 
into the marketplace. 

HeinekenLFDW 2016. 
The lounge hosted nu-
merous celebrities and 
VIPs like Mo Abudu, 
Rita Dominic, Timi Da-

Toluwalogo Odumosu

If you share that un-
derstanding, then you 
would probably agree 
with me that innova-
tion is crucial to the 
future of science, tech-
nology and engineer-
ing in Africa.

Innovations devel-
oped across the globe, 
including Africa are 
disruptive and target-

ed at improving lives. 
How has this been able 
to improve life so far?

Take for example the 
growth of the movie/
film industries across 
the continent. I would 
argue that this sector 
has created jobs and 
generated substantial 
incomes for individuals 
and municipal govern-

ments. Perhaps even 
more importantly, by 
distributing stories of 
daily life on the conti-
nent, it has contributed 
to a greater understand-
ing of the rich variety of 
cultures that are pres-
ent in Africa. Hopeful-
ly, this will ultimately 
result in a greater toler-
ance of each other and 
thus peace and stability.

Innovators/startups 
usually find it diffi-
cult to scale up their 
innovations. What is 
the reason behind this 
and how can this be 
addressed?

This is an excellent 
question and one to 
which I am unable to 
respond in sufficient 
detail in this forum. 
Briefly though, scal-
ing difficulties are a 
result of a number of 
intersecting challenges. 
From a lack of mana-
gerial expertise, to a 
dearth of capital, the 
high cost of capital, to 
infrastructural or la-
bour constraints. Not 
to mention undevel-
oped markets, and the 

high regulatory and 
administrative costs 
that various govern-
ments impose. Most of 
these challenges need 
to be addressed by gov-
ernment policy and the 
development of new 
funding mechanisms 
and markets.

Most innovators 
especially in Nigeria 
seem not to patent, 
trademark and copy-
right their innovations 
What do they stand to 
lose?

The great thing about 
patents, trademarks 
and copyrights is the 
formal legal protection 
that they bestow on 
new ideas and creative 
work. Especially when 
disputes rise to the level 
of formal legal proce-
dures these protections 
can be extremely use-
ful. 

How would the an-
nual Innovation Prize 
for  Africa  de epen 
growing innovation in 
science and technology 
in Africa?

The IPA’s largest role 
is really as a demonstra-

tive platform to high-
light what is possible on 
the continent. The high 
quality of the work be-
ing submitted and the 
creative solutions that 
this work highlights 
demonstrates that Afri-
can Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology 
are taking off and that 
the future holds great 
promise.

There is rarely a con-
vergence platform to 
incubate and showcase 
promising innovations 
in Africa. What is the 
reason behind this and 
how best can this be 
resolved?

Yes! You are very 
right. I believe the IPA is 
a great step forward in 
this respect. The qual-
ity and sheer breadth 
of the submissions that 
the IPA process is able 
to generate is astound-
ing and bodes well for 
the future of African 
innovation. What is re-
ally needed is greater 
media coverage of the 
excellent work that is 
going on across the con-
tinent.

kolo, Vimbai Mutinhiri, 
Noble Igwe, Bolanle 
Olukanni, Toke Makin-
wa, Zainab Balogun, 
amongst several others.

T h e  H e i n e k e n -
LFDW2016 exp eri-
ence will be incomplete 
without a mention of 
the Heineken experi-

ence tunnel which was 
situated at the entrance 
of the fashion event. 
Celebrity photographer, 
Kelechi Amadi Obi also 
created several magi-
cal moments through 
pictures of guests that 
attended the event.

The final day of the 
HeinekenLFDW2016 
witnessed the ‘Live 
Your Music ’  party, 
headlined by America 
singer, T-Pain. The party 
was the perfect ending 
to four days of thrill-
ing and exciting fash-
ion experiences. The 
Heineken Live Your 
Music party which took 
place on 29 October 
2016, afforded guests 
an unforgettable musi-
cal experience with the 
RnB singer.

Heineken, through 
its sponsorship of the 
2016 Lagos Fashion and 
Design Week, has reaf-
firmed its commitment 
to the development of 
the fashion industry in 
Nigeria.



A cross section of guests at the official opening of the Marketsquare, recently
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Market Square opens in Port Harcourt

A 
new grocery re-
tail  chain,  Mar-
k e t s q u a r e ,  h a s 
opened in Port Har-
court, Rivers State 

capital, eager to provide an alter-
native channel for manufactur-
ers and importers to get their 
products to the consumer.

The chain is owned by BBV  
Marketplace Limited, said to be a 
product of over three years of re-
search, planning and meticulous 
execution, according to the man-
aging director, Ebele Enunwa, 
who spoke at the unveiling event 
at its imposing complex situated 
on the free driving express, at 279 
Peter Odili Road, Trans-Amadi, 
Port Harcourt.

Early customers who flocked 
to the place on opening day were 
welcomed by a wide range of gro-
cery products especially apples 
and fresh fruits and other fresh 
produce, including plantains and 
yams, an indication that basic 
food items would be a priority.

To lend credence to the new 
shopping priority line, local 
manufacturers of diaries and 
drinks including Indomie and 
Mimee noodles, Peak Milk, Loya, 
Chivita, Grand drinks, Golden 
Morn, Pepsi and Infinity Break-
fast lined up the front arena to 
entertain guests and shoppers 
free of charge. They seemed to 
be thrilled by the ‘find more, 
pay less’ slogan being echoed by 
moderators and promoters.

In an interview after conduct-

ing guests round the endless rows 
of goods in the large hall, the 
managing director said that the 
objective is to create a modern 
retail environment for Nigerians 
in a clean, friendly, convenient 
and accessible environment as 
opposed to unhygienic public 
markets.

He called it a centre for food 
stuff and vegetables, by Nigeria 
and for Nigerians even as he said 
that Market Square needed the 
support of Nigerians to achieve 
the desired success. He said that 
the company deals directly with 
manufacturers and importers and 
so is able to get customers a wide 

variety of products at the lowest 
possible prices. The company 
aims to pass on most of the huge 
savings it gets from bulk buy-
ing and negotiations with these 
manufacturers.

Enunwa, a chartered accoun-
tant (fellow), ex-banker and retail 
business expert said this is the 
time to encourage local manufac-
ture, and appealed to the govern-
ment to partner with the private 
sector to grow the economy.

He particularly praised the 
Rivers State governor, Nyesom 
Wike, for his earnest quest to 
rebuild roads in the state capital, 
saying it has increased free flow 

of businesses and ease of moving 
goods about in the city.  

On the challenge of foreign 
retail chains that threaten local 
counterparts, Enunwa said there 
is opportunity for everyone, for-
eign or local. “Yes, foreign retail 
businesses have access to vast 
resources and capital but we too 
can compete. This is the time for 
Nigerians to look inward, buy 
Nigerian goods to grow the naira 
and create jobs. A local entre-
preneur is better suited to know 
what Nigerians want”. He also 
called on developers to partner 
private investors like himself to 
fast-track the growth and consoli-

dation of the retail chain business 
in Nigeria.

He pointed to Aliko Dangote, 
a Nigerian entrepreneur who 
has built successful businesses 
in Africa in cement despite for-
eign competition. He said there 
were likely challenges as foreign 
exchange continues to pose dif-
ficulties, saying Marketsquare 
would offer fair prices with qual-
ity items, but will leave it to the 
customers to decide where to go.

Cutting the tape to open the 
business, a catholic cleric, Rev. Fr 
Precious Ezeh, said he took time 
to go round the complex and was 
convinced that the centre was 
wonderful, a continuation of 
God’s creation by man. “God gave 
man the power to create things 
after creating him. It’s a continu-
ation of creation. This place will 
be a blessing to the Garden City 
and to humanity. No harmful 
products will find their way here, 
and buyers will meet nothing but 
good. Let other wealthy men cre-
ate jobs like this.”

It would be recalled that the 
retail chain commenced opera-
tions this year with a programme 
planned to spread across major 
commercial cities in the country. 
The latest store is the third in the 
series after the first that opened 
in January 2016 in Yenagoa, 
Bayelsa state. The second store 
was inaugurated in Onne FOT, 
Port Harcourt in April this year 
and already plans are at advanced 
stage to open one more store in 
Port Harcourt before launching 
out to other parts of the country.

- As investor praises Wike’s road repair efforts for business flow

uber announces 50% discount on all 
rides in Lagos for 10 days this month

U
ber Nigeria has an-
nounced that from the 
3rd till 13th of Novem-
ber all riders in Lagos 

would get 50percent off their 
trips. The 50percent off campaign, 
initiated and covered by Uber 
Nigeria, is aimed to reward loyal 
riders in Lagos who have made 
Uber their preferred choice of 
transportation.

Ebi Atawodi, general manager 
Uber West Africa, said: “Lagos has 
always been a key city in Nigeria 
and Africa. We are always look-
ing at innovative ways to cele-
brate riders, drivers and cities and 
we thought it was only fitting, as 
we come closer to the end of the 
year celebrations, that we reward 
our loyal riders with a 50percent 
discount promotion. Giving riders 
a more affordable option to move 
around their city, and drivers an 
increase in demand for trips.’’

“To partake in this promotion, 
riders do not need to do anything, 
as Uber will be creating an auto-
apply discount code that will en-
sure that rides taken throughout 

the campaign are automatically 
discounted. So, open the app and 
request a ride, a driver will be 
curbside in minutes.

“For those concerned about 
the impact on their partner’s 
personal income - there is no need 
to worry, this promotion is being 
covered by Uber. Driver-partners 
can expect more demand from 
fare paying passengers and less 
time spent idle waiting for rides,” 
Atawodi said.

According to her, “So, pull out 
your calendars and start schedul-
ing your end of year parties and 
festive celebrations - and make 
sure to use Uber wherever it is 
you’re going. Uber will take you 
there in safely, reliably and at 
50percent of the original price.”

 

tCIP Customs impound 20 containers of 
vegetable oil over false declaration

D
etermined to block all 
means of revenue leak-
ages, the Nigerian Cus-
toms Service (NCS) Tin-

Can Island Port command said 
on Thursday that it intercepted 
20 containers of vegetable oil 
wrongly declared as chemical. 

According to a statement 
signed by Uche Ejesieme, public 
relations officer, the seizure was 
made known by Bashar Yusuf, 
Customs Area Controller, who 
discovered the foul play during 
his routine visit to the terminal.

Bashar stated that a clearing 
agent named Patwed Invest-
ments Company presented three 
Single Goods Declarations (SGDs) 
with C-No. 102101, claiming 
to have seven containers of 
7,588pkg of disodium phosphate, 
while another seven containers 
and another six had different 
pkgs of the same consignment.

The controller further noted 
that upon 100 percent exami-
nation of the containers in col-
laboration with other relevant 
agencies, it was discovered that 
none of the containers had diso-
dium phosphate other than 25kg 

kegs of vegetable oil. Given such 
infraction, the Controller clari-
fied that TCIP Command will not 
put an end to its resolve to ensure 
that 100 percent examination is 
conducted on all cargoes so as 
to nip all manner of  infractions 
by  dubious importers and their 
agents.

Bashar added that thorough 
investigation will be conducted 
to identify those behind the il-
licit act for prosecution. On the 
legal implications, the Controller 
pointed out that the importa-
tion contravenes the import 
regulations, particularly sec-
tions 46 & 47 of the Customs and 
Excise Management Act, CAP 
C 45 Laws of the Federation as 
amended.

He further commended the 
officers for demonstrating due 
diligence and professionalism 
in the discharge of their official 
functions. He also vowed to deal 
decisively with non-compliant 
importers and their agents, 
while assuring compliant ones 
of his management readiness to 
ensure facilitation of legitimate 
trade in the nation’s seaport.

aMaka anagOR-EwuZIE



UAC and food safety

 Baje is Nigerian first Food 
Technologist in the media

With 
Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

The karma is now!

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
C o a c h  &   S e m i n a r 
S p e a k e r / E x p e r t  i n 
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/ Email: proper t ylogic.
i n c o r p o r a t e d @
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T
oday, I will digress sharply 
from discussing Afford-
able Housing and examine 
this very pertinent issue. 

There is a lesson to be learnt from 
this by the general public, most 
especially the politicians that regu-
larly take advantage of the very 
short memories of Nigerians. The 
Law of Karma is fast at work.

Myson Adeyemi Nejo was the 
toast of all eyes at Court of Appeal 

T
he glaring fact that 
UAC Nigerian Plc and 
specifically, UAC Foods 
Limited has remained 
a consistent major 

player in the country’s food 
sub-sector of the ever slippery 
economic landscape is not in 
any doubt. Its mission statement 
to its teeming customers for 
several decades is: to experience 
the thrill of added value to 
lives and business by being a 
superior convenience provider. 
And it rings true, connecting 
tellingly with the patrons. From 
franchising through restaurants, 
including Mr. Biggs, nutritious 
snacks category, cereals, edible 
oils, animal feed, grits for the 
brewery industry, dairies to top-
notch food services it has largely 
delivered on its promise.

It was therefore, not much of 

a surprise that the Marketing 
Manager, UAC Foods Limited, 
Joan Ihekwaba, recently gave 
an assurance on the safety of the 
company’s products. Specifically, 
she said that: “UAC Foods over 
the years has fed Nigerians with 
the best of quality fast food. We 
have a heritage of quality behind 
our name and we are working 
hard to sustain and consistently 
live up to that name.”

 Furthermore, she stated 
that: “As a socially responsible 
corporate body, UFL maintains 
c o n t i n u o u s  c e r t i f i c at i o n 
and endorsement from the 
appropriate industry regulators 
such as the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC)  and 
the Standards Organisation of 
Nigeria (SON) because we are 
committed to sustaining the 
quality of our products to keep 
our consumers going”. Though 
this message was passed on to 
the teeming consumers during a 
tour of the Gala factory located 
in Lagos, yet it gives food-for-
thought.  

Lo oke d at  from s everal 
perspectives, her statement 
throws up some fundamental 
questions. For instance, what 
informed her poignant statement 
at this material time? How really 
safe are our processed foods 
and worse still, the unprocessed 
ones?  Do we truly have efficient 
mechanisms  in place to monitor 
roadside foods, some exposed 
to all manner of contaminants, 
including dust, smoke, flies and  
of course, the unseen harmful 
microbes?

 In fact, let us ask ourselves 
the home truth- how many 
consumers care to know about 
food safety, including the sources 
of water and the quality of 
foods that get into our digestive 
systems, right from the raw stage 
every blessed day? What really is 
food safety?

In its distilled essence, food 
safety can best be described as 
a scientific discipline with focus 
on the handling, preparation as 
well as the preservation/storage 
of all manners of food. As a study, 
food safety measures encapsulate 
a number of procedures and 
processes that would prevent 
contamination with food-borne 
illnesses through one or more 
species of pathogenic organisms, 
including bacteria, viruses and 
fungi and make the food safe for 
human consumption.

Indeed, the area of study of 
food contamination has become 
increasingly relevant over the 
years, the world over. One of 
the reasons is the alarming rate 
and number of victims of food 
poisoning, sometimes leading 
to death. Also challenging is 
the incident of the mutation 
of some organisms leading to 
the emergence of strange and 
freaky species claiming innocent 
lives. There is the prevailing 
circumstance of the lack luster 
approach to preventive measures 
taken to curtail the spread of the 
harmful microbes.

Given the Nigerian situation 
the National Policy on food 
safety and its implementation 
strategy came into being in 2014. 
Its areas of concern include how 

to minimise the incidence of risks 
associated with the physical, 
chemical and biological hazards 
in food and water. How to 
strengthen institutional capacity 
for food safety and establish 
an effective information and 
communication mechanism for 
the food safety system.

Others include monitoring 
and evaluation, plan of action for 
the implementation of the food 
safety policy. It is in this wise 
that we consider the matching 
mandate of NAFDAC. It was 
established by Decree 15 of 1993 
as amended by Decree 19 of 1999 
and now the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration 
and Control Act Cap N1 Laws 
of the Federation of Nigeria, 
2004.   This Act mandates 
NAFDAC to regulate and control 
the manufacture, importation, 
e x p o r t at i o n ,  d i s t r i b ut i o n , 
advertisement, sale and use of 
food, drugs, cosmetics, chemicals, 
detergents, medical devices and 
packaged water.

To a large extent, the discharge 
of the Agency’s duties, especially 
since 2003 when the then 
Dora Akunyili came on board 
as the Director-General and 
the subsequent updating of its 
operations and the mechanism 
using cutting-edge technology 
under the immediate past DG,  
Paul Orhii have saved many 
lives. These patriotic efforts give 
us some level of assurance that 
all is being done to ensure that 
we consume foods that are safe, 
wholesome, nutritious and free 
of all forms of contaminants.

 But back to the UAC issue. As 

a food technologist in the media 
one has had the opportunity 
of paying several investigative 
visits to some of the laboratories 
and processing plants of some 
of the company’s factories. 
Amongst these are the Jos-based 
Grand Cereals and Oil Mills 
Limited (GCOML) and Mr. Biggs 
restaurants as well as the dairy 
factories here in Lagos.

One of the highlights of such 
visits was the free hand I was 
given, especially by the Mr. J.I. 
Dada-led GCOML back then to 
inspect the laboratories, factory 
equipment and the process lines. 
One was at liberty to ask any 
question from the processing 
managers who were willing 
to avail the public of the vital 
information so needed.

It was therefore, not surprising 
when on September 14, 2005 
the much-respected Nigerian 
Heart Foundation, an affiliate of 
the Geneva-based World Heart 
Foundation gave an official stamp 
of approval that UAC’s Grand 
Pure Soy Oil was indeed the 
most heart-friendly vegetable 
oil in Nigeria. Similarly, it was a 
delight that the company won 
City People’s Brands Awards in 
the Special Recognition category.

All said, Ihekwaba’s recent 
statement should be a wake-up 
call to all the relevant stakeholders 
in the food industry, as well as the 
regulatory agencies to up the ante 
in terms of ensuring food safety. 
Nigerians deserve nothing less.

Abuja on Monday, November 1, 
2016 where Jimoh vs. Jegede mat-
ter was heard and the three wise 
men threw in the towel. When the 
issue of Biyi Poroye petition was 
raised and after all the legal diatribe 
between Wole Olanipekun SAN 
and Alex Iziyon SAN, this young 
man who is an Abuja based Legal 
Practitioner and who incidentally 
is from Ondo State rose up and ap-
peared as Amicus Curea (a Friend 
of the Court) and this singular act 
threw spanners in the works of 
Mimiko and his co-travellers..

Giving him audience by the Pre-
siding judge was what put paid to 
the ambition of Jegede and perma-
nently nailed the coffin of any hope 
to change Jimoh’s name. The man 
raised serious issues and asked the 
Court the reason why they should 
give Jegede preferential treatment 
by setting up a special panel with-
out any enabling law. He told the 
court that he had a similar appeal 

on pre-election matter that was 
filed 3 months ago and wondered 
why a special Court was not set up 
to hear his own Appeal. He ques-
tioned the Court and asked under 
what law was a special panel set up 
when the issue at stake is not time 
bound being a pre-election matter. 
He asked the court to be fair to all 
and should not show any preferen-
tial treatment except if there is any 
other interest there to be protected 
which is unknown.

After the ex-tempore speech of 
Myson, the Court rose to consider 
whether to continue with the case. 
The three wise men later recon-
vened and decided to hands off the 
case and referred the case back to 
the President of Court of Appeal.

Options available to Mimiko/
Jegede

It is no longer possible to change 
candidate of any of the political 
parties. The window closed on 19th 
October, 2016. I understand that 

it was Mimiko’s arrangement to 
use Segun Odidi in PDC or what? 
And Mr. Adeuti in Labour Party. 
Jegede can still contest if any of 
these people can die (God forbid) 
but I heard that Mr. Adeuti has gone 
out of circulation with his wife and 
children including his cook since 
when this matter hot up. Since 
these guys cannot die and will not 
die, Mimiko should support one of 
them and let’s see how it goes. As 
for Jegede, the road is closed but he 
can come back in four years time to 
try his luck again.

To those saying that Rotimi 
Amaechi scenario can repeat itself, 
I dare tell you that it is not possible 
because there is no valid appeal up 
till now against the verdict of Jus-
tice Okon Abang and as such you 
cannot put something on nothing 
and expect it to stand! What was be-
fore the court was leave to Appeal 
against June judgment out of time.

Mimiko came through Court 
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and his reign is also terminated 
through Court. If anyone is alleging 
that Abang’s judgment is based on 
fraud, I wish to also tell the person 
that Mimiko also became governor 
of Ondo State on the basis of judg-
ment based on forged Security 
report. Jimoh Ibrahim is the Karma 
of Mimiko and the Karma is now

Mimiko should know that what 
goes around comes around!

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Domi-
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O
pportunity has 
been defined as 
“An occasion or 
situation which 

makes it possible to do 
something that you want 
to do or have to do.” It gives 
someone the prospect to 
accomplish something 
without struggle. In other 
words, we must aspire to 
do something before we 
can recognise and maxi-
mise opportunity. There 
is opportunity within and 
around every person God 
created on this earth. The 
opportunity within are the 
potentials-gifts, talents, 
abilities, strengths, etc. God 
endowed us with them so 
that we can attain great-
ness in life without strug-
gles. Every potential inside 
a man attracts opportunity 
for its realisation on the 
outside. When you unlock 
the opportunity within 
you maximally, you will 
exploit the opportunity 
around you optimally. In 
his book, The Rules of 
Wealth, Richard Templar 
reveals that, “All around 
us all of the time there are 
opportunity to make a for-
tune. All we have to do is to 
be open to the possibilities 
of maximising them.”

 How to prepare for op-
portunity

 1. Self-development
 Self-development is 

enhancing your inner re-
sources to be able to attain 
the apex of your dreams 
and aspirations. There are 
many people out there 
chasing the same oppor-
tunity you desire. You 
must be distinguished to 
stand out for acceptance, 
because opportunities are 
few. Give yourself the best 
chance to make the best 
of every opportunity that 
comes your way. Oppor-
tunity turns out best for 
those who prepare to make 
the best use of it.  When 
you grow on the inside, 

you exploit opportunity 
on the outside.

 2. Responsiveness
 Opportunities are hid-

den and only those who 
are highly sensitive rec-
ognise and exploit them 
maximally.In the book, 
“The Rules of Wealth”, 
Richard Templar remarks 
that: “To look for the hid-
den opportunity, you’ve 
got to be vigilant, never-
sleeping, never-taking-
time-off machine. Always 
alert, always on the look-
out for that opportunity.” 
React too slowly and you’ll 
miss the opportunity. Re-
act too fast and you’ll mess 
up the opportunity.

 3. Courage
 To succeed in life you 

must be able to face dan-
ger, pain or difficult situ-
ations with courage and 
confidence. You can’t take 
any opportunity without 
a fight.Courage is not just 
a quality to be displayed in 
times of danger, adversity, 
or war, it is an everyday 
virtue. According to Pro-
fessor C.S. Lewis, “Courage 
is not simply one of the 
virtues, but the form of 
every virtue at its testing 
point.” Paul C. Weaver 
further stated; Courage 
is not just the brave ac-
tion of a moment, but the 
ability to keep going until 
the mission is complete. 
Courage passes through, 
it refuses to be knocked 
down and even if it falls, it 
will get up again. You must 
be courageous within you 
before you can surmount 
any opposition before you.

  4. The God factor
 You can see opportuni-

ty when you stand in good 
position with God. The 
closer you are to God, the 
closer He unveils amazing 
opportunities to you. You 
must have God in you and 
around you before you can 
see, realise and maximise 
your opportunities in life.

Excellent life

Maximizing you’re 
your opportunitiesC

ontinuing from where 
we stopped on our dis-
cussions on demand 
model marketplace 

business success principles 
we started last week. 

The launch of Uber - Uber 
recognised the ongoing prob-
lem in regard to booking a 
taxi and gave a technological 
solution through a mobile 
app. The solution to book a 
cab by tapping a smartphone 
brought a revolution in the 
taxi industry. Uber app was 
officially launched in 2010 
and soon became popular 
due to the value it provided 
to people.

The early adopters - It is 
quite difficult to market a 
newly launched product or 
service in any geographical 
area. What gave Uber the 
edge is that it launched in 
San Francisco, a city which 
is home to tech savvy peo-
ple. The first drivers on the 
platform came through cold 
calling. Many of them were 
professional drivers with 
other cab companies or were 
self employed as a taxi driver.

To get their first customers, 
Uber took to social media and 
other mass marketing means. 
It offered discounts, free rides 
and rates that were too less 
as compared to other cab ser-
vices in the city. The first cus-
tomers for Uber were those 
who enthusiastically wanted 
to try the new service. Uber 
offered rides from club ven-
ues to user’s doorstep so the 
party people were amazed. It 
offered rides to the corporate 
sector who worked in offices 
helping them to save time.

Word of mouth advertis-
ing - Whosoever took a ride in 
Uber was baffled by the first 
hand experience. This made 
the early users to become 
regular customers and they 
also helped spread the name 
by word of mouth advertis-
ing. This word of mouth ad-
vertising was one of the major 
driving forces.

 Main Growth opportuni-
ties tapped by Uber - The 
service appealed to party 
people who go to clubs, parties 
or events, business travellers 
and tourists, providing cabs 
at doorstep in bad weather 
conditions, serving the city’s 
Nightlife.

 Challenges Uber still 
faces

Lawsuits - Uber has pend-
ing lawsuits in courts of New 
York and San Francisco. Ac-
cording to Uber, all drivers 
working for it are its partners 
while the court says that 
they are employees. Uber is 
not the only company facing 
such a problem but, in fact, al-
most all companies who hire 
1099 workforce are under the 
scanner.

Chicken & Egg problem 

(New City Launch): Uber faces 
the chicken and egg prob-
lem whenever it launches 
in a new city. Acquisition of 
customers as well as partner-
ing with new drivers is not 
an easy task. To solve this 
problem, a marketing team 
starts working in the new 
city by reaching out to profes-
sional drivers. Soon, online 
and offline marketing is initi-
ated. Discounts are always the 
main USP to woo customers in 
the starting stage.

 Trust and Safety Issues: 
There have been cases where 
Uber drivers have acted rude 
to passengers. Some cases 
where Uber drivers have 
outraged the modesty of fe-
male passengers have come 
to the limelight. This is a big 
challenge for Uber. Although 
the company takes all steps 
such as police verification of 
drivers and their ID details but 
still such cases cannot be ruled 
out completely.

Takeaways from Uber 
Business Model - Go for less 
ownership model. Uber does 
not own any cab but still pro-
vides over 1 million rides a day 
through its partner network.

Choose an industry, Think 
about the most common 
problem it has. Find a solu-
tion and disrupt the existing 
model through technological 
infrastructure. That is what 
Uber did in the cab industry. 
Treat your initial users as 
kings. They are really impor-
tant for the growth of your 
business. Expand step by 
step. Do not add everything 
in your business model in 
the first go. Uber started with 
cabs but now even has boats, 
helicopters, bikes and other 
means. Opportunity won’t 
come to you, You have to 
look for them. Uber created 
an opportunity by offering 
discounted rides for particu-
lar events / party venues and 
hence got its first customers. 
Treat your workforce as an 
important part of your busi-
ness. Uber calls its drivers 
partners and gives them a 
decent 80percent of the total 
fare.

 There’s no doubt in the 
fact that Uber has brought a 
revolution not just as a taxi 
company but as a business 
model where businesses 
reach out to serve customers 
at their location. A lot of start-
ups have already copied the 
exact business model of Uber 
and many others have made 
small alterations to launch 
startups in various industry 
verticals. 

This article will continue 
next week as we discuss fur-
ther the subject in question. 
Send me an SMS/WhatsApp 
message or Call for more de-
tails and training opportuni-
ties.
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Helplessness 
of prayer

I 
think wis dom de-
mands that we should 
understand the con-
text in which things 
are said first before 

we come to any conclu-
sion. I am not sure if you 
have been in a position 
where you questioned if 
prayer really works. We 
have no answer to why 
it looks as though it is not 
working, but yet we kept 
on praying because that 
seems to be the only thing 
we know to do. Mountains 
and hills are filled with 
praying people pleading 
and begging God for divine 
intervention in their lives 
and situations. Some have 
even gone beyond pray-
ing and added dry fasting 
in other to expedite God’s 
answer to their prayers. 
This discuss is not to infer 
that God does not answer 
prayer or that prayer and 
fasting does not have its ef-
fect where they are used ac-
cording to knowledge. The 
truth is that in the order of 
things according to God’s 
kingdom, once spiritual 
laws are contravened, you 
have jeopardised answers 
to your prayers.

The scriptures says all 
the answers from God are 
“Yea & Amen”. Meaning 
God delights in our prayers 
and is willing to readily give 
answers, in fact, He told us 
to “ask and we shall be giv-
en…’’. Beyond God’s willing-
ness to answer our prayers, 
there are other laws that 
negate the effect of our 
prayers if they are over-
looked or ignored. One of 
such is the WORD that we 
speak after we offered our 
prayers. Countless number 
of scriptures made it clear 
about the importance of 
spoken words and its effect 
in our lives and environ-
ments. As believers, we are 
speaking spirits. Power of 
Life and death is no longer 
in the hands of the devil, 
the order has been changed. 
It is now on our tongue 
(Prov.18:20-21). It does not 
matter the intensity of our 

prayers and the pain and 
stress that we combine with 
it, as long as the utterances 
of our mouth contradicts the 
request of our prayers, we 
have made prayers helpless 
and made God looked like He 
failed us. God does not fail, 
God does not deny prayer 
of faith, He answers all the 
time. Once we fail to realise 
the importance and power of 
the spoken words out of our 
mouth, then the struggles 
continue. To the business 
people especially, the circum-
stance and situations you are 
surrounded with are deliber-
ately orchestrated to make 
you change the confession 
of your mouth to align with 
it, so that you can have what 
you say. WHO would have 
believed out of the millions 
of the children of Israel that 
left Egypt for the promise 
land that only two people 
will enter? So strange and 
fearful but yet real, others 
never entered. God warned 
them- “As you have spo-
ken in my ears so would I 
do unto you”. WORDS can 
negate the effect of your 
prayer big time!!! After you 
are done praying, deliber-
ate, consistent steps must be 
taken to see that words that 
proceeds out of our mouth 
does not negate the answers 
to our prayers. This season is 
a beautiful season of change 
and blessing, we must treat 
it as such. It’s a season where 
giants are killed and champi-
ons are made. We therefore 
must not compromise the 
opportunities resident in this 
season, rather we begin to 
maximise it using Proverbs 
13:2-3(a man shall eat good...).

Brethren, what we have 
going for us in the market 
place is huge and gargantuan 
but we can lose it on a platter 
of careless words that we 
think does not matter. Once 
you understand the opera-
tions of the kingdom of God, 
you will put a muzzle on your 
mouth (Ps. 39:1b).

My prayer is that in this 
season we would exceed 
God’s expectations of us.

Remain blessed.

With Debo Atiba
Website; www.spiritonomics.org

Spiritonomics
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A monster called ‘child abuse’
MABEL DIMMA & PEACE ASOH OBEWU

S
arah Nwosu was nine years 
old when she was sexually 
abused by Andrew Nkem, 
her father’s closest friend. 
She was the second child 

of three in the family, with an elder 
brother and younger sister. Nkem 
is one of those family friends who 
come over to the house, spend 
quality time with the family and 
even bring gifts for the children 
and so Sarah’s parent felt it wasn’t a 
problem to leave their children with 
him because he was a trusted one.

On a fateful day, Nkem sent 
John, the younger child, out to get 
the usual Caprisonne for every-
one. Unfortunately, Nkem took 
advantage of John’s absence that 
day to exhibit his evil act on the 
child. Sarah who, unaware of such 
did not see sitting on the laps of this 
‘uncle’ as a problem until Nkem 
started rubbing her private part 
continuously. He was then tempted 
to insert his penis in her vagina, and 
that was the scene John stumbled 
upon when he returned from his 
shopping errand. Nothing was said 
about the incidence because ‘uncle 
Nkem’ forbade them from telling 
anyone about the ‘secret game’ they 
had played together.

Like the saying goes, ‘nothing 
stays hidden under the sun’; as luck 
ran out on ‘uncle Nkem’ when Sar-
ah started complaining of itching 
and pains in and around her private 
part. After several questioning from 
her parents, the whole disappoint-
ing story was brought to light. The 
parent even found out that it was 
not the first time ‘uncle Nkem’ had 
done that to Sarah; some other times 
he would just fondle her, calling her 
‘his wife’, as he gave her and her 
siblings sweets and gifts.

The parents were heartbroken 
that such a thing could happen to 
their daughter and by someone so 
close to them and trusted. Sad to say, 
this scenario plays itself severally 
around the world. In Nigeria, cases 
like this have been frequently re-
ported but no preventive measures 
are put in place which leaves these 
children devastated and vulnerable 
to several abuses.

A case in point comes to mind. 
Chika Ofili was sent from the vil-
lage by his father to live with a 
cousin in Lagos. The cousin who is 
an elderly lady had two grown up 
daughters who still lived at home 
because of issues they had with 
their husbands. Chika who was 
11 years old was given all man-
ner of chores to perform with no 

recourse to his age. He would go 
to the ground floor to fetch water 
and also haul up several buckets to 
the fourth floor where they lived. 
He would work from sunup till 
sundown with no appreciation or 
break. Any little mistake he made 
was met with several pounding 
with the fist, or flogging with belt 
or any weapon that was at hand (his 
body became tattooed with stripes 
from these beatings).

Neighbours had threatened to 
call the police, in fact on one occa-
sion the police came to the house 
but they were given a different 
narrative, that Chika fell and hurt 
himself. This continued for months 
until one day Chika decided enough 
was enough, he met up with an-
other young dude who was also 
being abused where he lived and 
they hatched a plan. One evening, 
they snuck out of their respective 
houses and started trekking to their 
village in Anambra State. They 
were able to hitch rides by sneaking 
into some trucks carrying goods 
and then trekking some ways. 
Somehow they found themselves 
in Onitsha and later they arrived 
in their parents houses, narrating 
their ordeals amid tears.

Child abuse is severe maltreat-
ment of a child by a parent, guard-
ian or an adult who is responsible 
for his/her welfare or upbringing. 
It could be physical violence, ne-
glect, emotional cruelty or sexual 
assault. Sometimes child abuse 
and child maltreatment are often 
interchangeably used. Any form 

of behaviour that leads to the 
physical or emotional harm to a 
child is known as ‘Child abuse or 
Maltreatment’ according to section 
9 of the Child Protection Act, 1999. 
Child abuse is punishable under the 
law and is frowned at by the Child’s 
Protection Agency, but it is sad that 
child abuse as a social problem has 
gained recognition and attention 
only recently in Nigeria.

Generally ‘abuse’ is usually a 
deliberate action, meanwhile ne-
glect is an error. Child abuse can be 
single incident, or can be a number 
of different occurrences that take 
place over time. It is hard to imagine 
someone deliberately harming a 
child. Yet nearly 1 million children 
are abused every year just in United 
States alone not to mention Nigeria 
where no data exist. And these are 
only the reported incidents of child 
abuse – more cases are unreported 
and undetected, often because 
children are afraid to tell someone 
who can help them.

Most of the time, children are 
familiar with their abusers and 
the abuse happens mainly in their 
homes by close relatives and friends 
which makes it very difficult for 
these kids to speak up. They may 
feel trapped by the affection and 
relationship they have for their 
abusers or fearful of the power the 
abusers have over them, so they 
remain silent and suffer within 
themselves. That is why it is espe-
cially important to recognize signs 
of child abuse or when a child is 
being abused.

Nigerian children are also being 
trafficked, abused and killed daily. 
In recent years, there have been 
cases of schools being attacked 
and children abducted and killed 
by terrorist groups and bandits. 
According to reports by Children’s 
Investment Fund Foundation, 17.3 
million children worldwide suffer 
from severe acute malnutrition, 
also known as severe wasting, this 
occurs when a child is so under-
nourished and at risk of dying.

Most severely malnourished 
children live in Asia and Africa, 
and are not victims of famine and 
conflict. According to the report, 
Nigeria’s rate of severe wasting is 

among the highest in the world at 
about 1.9 million children yearly. 
Incidentally, one in 10 of all severely 
wasted children worldwide live in 
Nigeria.

Neglect – the worst mistake 
parents in Nigeria and the world 
over make today is neglect. Parents 
most times put their jobs or business 
first; leaving their wards in the care 
of supposed caregivers, a nanny, 
uncle, aunt or even neighbours. 
Also, when the basic needs (food, 
clothing, shelter, education, health) 
of a child are not met, such a child is 
being neglected.

Recently Korede Taiwo, a 9year 
old boy who was chained by his 
father, who believed the boy was 
possessed by spirits was rescued 
by an officer of the Nigeria Security 
and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC). 
According to reports Taiwo steals 
and runs away from home, the fa-
ther made several efforts to deliver 
him from his bad behaviour but he 
continued. Taiwo admitted that it 
was true he stole on a consistent 
basis but he did it because his father 
did not provide enough to eat.

Physical abuse – Children who 
suffer physical abuse daily with 
no one to save them from their 
plight tend to get hardened from 
the experience. Physical abuse is 
when physical injury is being in-
flicted on a child or when physical 
force is applied on a child, causing 
the child harm. It include acts like 
beating, biting, throwing, hitting, 
shaking, pinching, punching, kick-
ing, poisoning, burning, slapping, 
strangling (which may or may not 
leave physical marks).

In March this year, 13year old 
Sara Egbadon was allegedly as-
saulted with a hot pressing iron by 
the lady she lived with at Oke-Afa, 
Lagos. Reports have it that the girl, 
tired after carrying out several 
chores was dozing while ironing 
the lady’s clothes. Scared the girl 
might burn the clothes; her guard-
ian snatched the iron from her and 
slammed it on her hand and thigh.

Psychological or Emotional 
abuse – Sadly this is very com-
mon among Nigerian parents, 
who most times call their wards 
abusive names, not minding how 
it affects them emotionally or psy-
chologically. The child on the other 

rity to them, they believe nowhere 
is safe and nobody is to be trusted. 
This leads to changes in behaviour 
such as emotional pain, physical 
pain, withdrawal from opposite sex, 
poor academic performance, poor 
social relationship, anxiety, men-
tal stress, depression, difficulty in 
socializing, sadness, poor academic 
performance, hooliganism, rebel-
lious, malnourishment, anger, scars 
on body parts, addictions, sexual 
difficulties, unhealthy appearance 
and clothing.

Sexual abuse – sexual urge is 
common in men than it is in wom-
en. Parents should ensure the safety 
of the female child, especially with 
male neighbours, uncles or friends. 
This kind of abuse is defined as 
any act that exposes a child to 
sexual acts that transcends his 
understanding. It becomes child 
abuse when done to a child un-
der the age of 16. This include 
behaviours such as rape, incest, 
oral sex, touching a child’s sexual 
organs, showing  pornography to 
a child, child trafficking and all 
forms of sexual activities done 
by someone in higher authority 
or greater power than the child.

A while ago, Ndubuisi Utom 
from Ebonyi State was arrested 
for having carnal knowledge of 
his master’s three daughters who 
were between the ages of five and 
eight. Utom allegedly inserted his 
fingers into the private parts of 
the victims causing them severe 
pain. Their screams attracted 
their mother who contacted her 
husband after which Utom was 
handed over to the police. 

Reacting to the incident, the 
Ebonyi State police public re-
lations officer, George Okafor 
warned parents and guardians 
to be mindful of their children’s 
movements and who they associ-
ated with.

Prevention is better than cure.  
We should not wait until children 
around us are abused before we 
take necessary steps. Safe and 
secured environment should be 
provided for the children and they 
should be watched and warned 
against unhealthy relationships 
and environments. Our children 
are precious!
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hand, while trying 
to prove the parents 
wrong, may fall into 
the hands of strange 
individuals. Yell-
ing at a child, bul-
lying are examples 
which may affect 
the child’s self-con-
fidence and self-
esteem.

Children who 
have been victim-
ized by one or more 
form(s) of abuse 
exhibit some be-
haviour different 
from others. There 
is always lack of 
trust in people be-
cause they have 
been disappointed 
and abuse by those 
that ought to be 
source of joy, trust, 
defence and secu-
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

Indomie, Coca-Cola, Delta State win 
big at 2016 ADVAN Awards

I
t was indeed a unique 
gathering of major stake-
holders in Nigeria’s mar-
keting industry when The 

Advertisers Association of 
Nigeria (ADVAN) rolled out 
the red carpet recently to cel-
ebrate outstanding brands in 
the country’s marketing space.  
The 2016 ADVAN Awards 
for Marketing Excellence 
that took place recently in 
Lagos threw up new champi-
ons who will definitely relish 
their achievement for the next 
twelve months.

High-point of the awards 
night which is the announce-
ment of “The Brand of the Year 
Award”, Nigeria’s leading noo-
dles brand, Indomie carried 
the day as the brand emerged 
the overall winner in this pre-
mium category. This position 
also carries a dual award as the 
brand manager of Indomie au-
tomatically won   “The Brand 
Manager of the Year” Award.   
Coca-Cola and Heineken took 
the second and third positions 

Imported food: Rising 
concerns a blow to importers

T
here are grow-
ing concerns over 
plethora of strange 
diseases, hitherto 
uncommon or un-

diagnosed in the Nigerian 
society. Consumers are ask-
ing questions. Some of the 
answers are linked to the 
consumption of unverified 
imported foods. The rising 
concerns, it is said is affecting 
importers, whose businesses 
have been impinged on.

 Ordinarily, Nigerians have 
traction for imported items, 
but according to an analyst, 
this appears to be waning due 
to scarcity of forex and health 
issues.  Presently, it is difficult 
to source foreign exchange to 
import certain items.  Howev-
er, when forex is sourced, the 
price of the imported items 
would be too expensive for 
consumers. Secondly there 
are health concerns about 
imported food items.

 For instance, the National 
Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control, 
NAFDAC, has repeatedly 
warned that consumption 
of imported frozen poultry 
products may lead to cancer, 
kidney diseases and hyper-

market were substandard.
  In a published report, it 

was revealed that “91.1 per-
cent of the tomato brands 
studied failed NAFDAC test 
with virtually all the pack-
aged brands from China be-
ing the culprit” The report 
further quotes officials of the 
agency as observing that most 
of the China-made brands 
contained far less than the 
required quantity of tomato 
concentrate “They were rath-
er filled with bulking agents 
such as starch and then in-
fused with banned colouring 
which could cause cancer and 
lead to organ failure”. 

The red colour in most of 
the tomato pastes imported 
into Nigeria indicates an ad-
dition of colorant, which 
is prohibited, dangerous to 
health and shows that foreign  
companies are merely adding 
colour, rather than the raw 
material called concentrates, 
into tomato pastes imported 
into Nigeria. These colouring 
stick to veins, arteries and 
vital organs and accumulate 
to cause cancer, hypertension 
and other diseases, reports 
say.

 Another revelation is that 
the majority of the imported 
tomato pastes in the coun-

try do not contain lycopene, 
thereby exposing millions of 
Nigerians to cancer and other 
deadly diseases. Lycopene, 
is a free radical-fighting an-
tioxidants. It was pleasing to 
hear that “local tomato paste 
brands were confirmed to 
meet the required safety and 
nutritional standards as NAF-
DAC has always made regular 
unscheduled inspections to 
local production facilities”

 Last week, Governor Rauf 
Aregbesola of Osun State 
called on Nigerians to stop 
consuming imported rice and 
embrace indigenous rice. This 
call was informed by  repack-
aging of expired imported rice, 
the health effects of  this and 
the economic waste of import-
ing rice which could be grown 
locally. It is estimated that 
Nigeria spends about N517.5 
billion annually to import 
3million tonnes of rice.

As stakeholders in Nigeria 
sharpen focus on patronage of 
made-in Nigeria goods on the 
realization of health dangers 
of imported goods and to ob-
viate excessive amount spent 
yearly importing goods, this 
would give a blow to import-
ers. It may not be business as 
usual.

 

tension. The warning may 
not have totally dissuaded 
all the estimated 50 million 
Nigerians who eat imported 
poultry products daily from 
consuming them, but how-
ever a sizeable percentage of 
this figure must have heeded 
the call and this is expected 
to rise.

 Today, more cooks may 
have switched to local tomato 
as against imported tomato 
paste. Apart from the esti-
mated importation of about 

66,000 tones of processed 
tomato annually worth over 
N11.7 billion despite its mas-
sive local production, it is also 
calculated that the imported 
tomato, some of which are 
substandard pose danger to 
consumers’ health.

 The dumping of tomato 
paste most of which are sub-
standard has negative health 
implications for Nigerians. 
The management of NAFDAC 
had acknowledged that large 
volume of tomato paste in the 

Stories by DANIel ObI

all Deltans and praised them 
for giving the governor the 
opportunity to serve, stress-
ing that Governor Okowa is 
determined to fulfill his elec-
toral promises anchored on 
the S.M.A.R.T agenda.

 Earlier in his welcome ad-
dress The President of AD-
VAN, David Okeme  high-
lighted the place of marketing 
in the growth of the nation’s 
economy and enjoined private 
and public institutions to take 
advantage of this opportunity 
to grow their businesses.

Presenting his paper at this 
well attended event, the Guest 
Speaker, Segun Ogunsanya, 
CEO Airtel Nigeria empha-
sized that the digital space is 
the new super medium for 
marketing communications 
and advertising that can be 
deployed as a very strong 
channel to reach the people 
and endear their brands and 
companies to the youths who 
constitute the majority in Ni-
geria’s bubbling  population.

respectively.
In other categories, Stan-

bic IBTC’s CSR Project “To-
gether For A Limb” won the 
ADVAN Awards for Mar-
keting Excellence - CSR, 

while Guinness’ Every Min-
ute Made Of Black cam-
paign also captured ADVAN 
Awards For Marketing Ex-
cellence - Consumer Promo-
tion. ADVAN Awards For 

Marketing Excellence - New 
Brand/Brand Revitalisation 
went to Indomie Beleful 
while ADVAN Awards For 
Marketing Excellence -Cam-
paign Of The Year went To 
Heineken Shape Your City 
Campaign. Akinwunmi 
Dickson of Brand Campaign 
magazine won The ADVAN 
brand journalist of the year 
Award while Goddy Ofose 
of Brandish and Princewill 
Ekwujuru of Vangaurd came 
second and third respective-
ly.

Delta State’s 25th Anni-
versary Campaign that cul-
minated into the creation of a 
new identity logo for the state 
to mark the 25th Anniversary 
of the creation of the state 
emerged the winner of the 
maiden Public Sector Market-
ing Category.

Delta State Commissioner 
for Information,  Patrick Ukah, 
who received the award on 
behalf of the State Governor,  
Ifeanyi Okowa, dedicated it to 

35Sunday  06 November  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 



H
e sat on 
a sofa in 
his sitting 
room, look-
ing forlorn 
with blood-

shot eyes, evidence of 
prolonged weeping and 
agonising. He was incon-
solable. It was the seventh 
anniversary of the sudden 
death of his wife, Rita. He 
was ruminating over the 
tragic death of the mother 
of his three children, who 
was snatched away by the 
cold hands of death in the 
most bizarre manner with-
out any premonition.

Mr. Adolphus Peters (not 
real name) is one of those 
‘from grass to grace’ sto-
ries. For many years after 
graduation from a fed-
eral university where he 
bagged a Bachelor’s degree 
in Food Science &Technol-
ogy, he moved from one 
company to the other in 
search of a job. Somehow, 
luck smiled on him as he 
got a job in a bakery as 
manager.

Within two years of 
working there, he had 
saved enough money to 
rent a decent apartment 
and also get married to his 
long time sweetheart. But 
shortly after marriage, his 
appointment was termi-
nated on allegations that 
the fortunes of the com-
pany were nose-diving. 
The owner of the bakery 
needed another person to 
manage the business to 
profitability.

The loss of his job threw 
Adolphus back to square 
one, as all his efforts to get 
another job failed miser-
ably. The wife though a 
graduate could not get any 
paid employment to sup-
port the family so she re-
sorted to mixing starch in 
drums, a trade she learnt 
from her mother. She 
would wake early to sell 
get it ready for sale, after 
a while she had customers 
who placed orders and so 
with this, the family was 
able to feed and take care 
of other daily needs. The 
process of preparing the 
starch was not an easy one 
but she managed without 
complaints.

Two years after he 
lost the bakery job, fa-
vour smiled on him and 
he landed a fantastic one 
with a federal government 

agency and life became 
rosy once again. But, today, 
life is bitter for Adolphus.

In this encounter with 
ThisLife, Adolphus shares 
an unforgettable experi-
ence that left him trauma-
tised and devastated seven 
years on.

Below are the very sad 
words of a broken Adol-
phus.

I’m a product of a polyg-
amous family. My father 
married three wives, but 
my mother was the first. 
We are seven from my 
mother’s womb and I hap-
pen to be the first born. 
My father never bothered 
about our education and 
in fact, he abandoned our 
mother as soon as he took 
a second wife. Because of 
his attitude, there was con-
stant division in the fam-
ily; rivalry between the 
wives and fights among 
the children.

I remember clear as day, 
I was 16, a few months to 
my 17 birthday when we 
were abandoned by my fa-
ther. Somehow, I managed 
to complete my secondary 
education. And because 
there was no money to 
further my education, I 
started taking on menial 
jobs to cater for my mother 
and younger ones. I was 
choked up by the ever-
increasing responsibilities, 
coupled with my mother’s 
unstable health condition 
but I had no choice that to 
keep pushing to make ends 
meet.

When I was 35, my 
mother died, but I was able 
to assist my siblings; today, 
some of them are working 
in good places and are do-
ing very well. I could not 
marry on time because of 
the numerous family re-
sponsibilities, so I married 
at 46 with a lot of stress 
and struggle. We then 
decided to rush child-bear-
ing, because even my wife 
was approaching 40 at that 
time. Within four years of 
our marriage we had three 
children, all males.

I had wanted us to stop 
but my wife insisted she 
needed a female child, 
a daughter. Some years 
after, she became pregnant 
again; the scan showed it 
was a female child and my 
wife’s joy knew no bounds. 
One day she went to the 
clinic where she used to 
give birth for the weekly 
antenatal, unfortunately, 
the owner of the clinic was 
not around at the time. 

She was being given her 
routine checks, when she 
complained of headache 
and dizziness. She had 
gone to the clinic with 
one Okada man (commer-
cial bike operator) from 
our area that was like her 
personal chauffer at such 
times. The Okada man 
was waiting outside when 
my wife’s loud shout at-
tracted his attention and 
he rushed inside to witness 
the commotion.

My wife had just died; 
stone dead just like that. 
He was asking why, how, 
without anyone volunteer-
ing an answer. It was gath-
ered later that after she 
complained of headache, 
one of the trainee nurse on 
duty, who attended to her, 
had drawn an injection 
and administered it. As 
soon as the nurse drew out 
the needle, my wife shout-

ed, collapsed and became 
motionless. That was all. 
We later discover that the 
owner of the clinic had in-
structed in her (My wife’s) 
case file that on no ac-
count should any injection 
be ministered to her. It was 
said that on a particular 
day she nearly died but for 
the fact that the owner of 
the clinic was around; and 
quickly gave another injec-
tion that countered the ef-
fect of the earlier one. So, 
my wife died at the hands 
of a trainee nurse with an 
unborn baby.

I could not think as I 
was overtaken with grief 
at my loss. Was I supposed 
to sue the hospital? Would 
that bring my dear wife 
back to me? Should the 
hospital have offered com-
pensation? But who would 
have been compensated 
with that- my children 

‘She went for antenatal 
but never returned alive’

who have lost their mother 
or I who have lost my life 
partner and companion? 
Can money bring back a 
loved one?

Whenever I think about 
the nature of the death and 
what I have been through 
in life, I am forced to say 
that life is unfair to me. 
Sometimes I begin to ask 
God why me? It is seven 
years now and it is like 
yesterday, very fresh in 
my memory. I can’t even 
imagine myself marrying 
again; the incident dev-
astated my life. Yes, our 
three children are doing 
great, but my wife didn’t 
deserve to die that way. I 
don’t wish anybody such 
an experience, even my 
enemy. That was how my 
wife, beautiful and ravish-
ing, left in a most shocking 
way. It’s a cruel life.

NENE AMUTA
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Cosmas Ilechukwu is a Doctor of Ministry in transformational leadership and the General 
Overseer, Charismatic Renewal Ministries, Worldwide. He is also the founder African 
Centre for Christian Leadership. He attended the Imo State University where he obtained 
his PGD in Public Administration, thereafter; he went for his theological education at the 
West African Theological Seminary (WATS) where he was awarded an M.A in Christian 
Leadership. In this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU, the cleric spoke about the state of 
the church in Nigeria and some other critical national issues. Excerpts:

Why Churches can’t stop youth 
restiveness in Nigeria, by Cleric

 There seems to be more of numeri-
cal growth of churches in Nigeria with-
out a corresponding fruit of spiritual 
growth; does it bother you?

O
f course, it bothers me and it 
bothers me very seriously. 
It’s not what God expects 
from us as a people, as a 
church and as a nation. I am 

working on an article which is still on 
my laptop; a statement from the article 
will help convey my thought on that. I 
said that the bane of Christian witness-
ing today is that the churches are largely 
populated by un-Christly Christians 
who speak ‘bibly’ of Christ but refuse 
to make room for Him in their heart, 
and careless of revealing His presence 
in their character and conduct. So, that 
effectively conveys my frustration with 
the set of Christians in Nigeria today.

People today appear to be more in-
terested in what they can get from the 
church rather than going out with the 
gospel message, what could be respon-
sible for this?

Well, human experience is dynamic 
and essential issues often take prece-
dence over some spiritual realities in 
the life of a man. A man who is hungry 
will respond more easily to food than to 
prayer, so the reason people seem to be 
seeking more for themselves today is 
because human needs are compound-
ing, government are people who are 
mandated by God to be steward over 
our commonwealth and be able to pro-
vide the necessities of life but they are 
not doing so, and so the only recourse 
people have is God and so they look up 
to Him and pray for God to meet their 
needs. By the time government will seat 
up – for instance, people pray for light, 
people pray for water, people pray for 
food, what to wear, where to live, these 
are the basic things of life, until some-
body get them satisfied, talking about 
giving for them may not be too appeal-
ing, I think that these may be part of the 
reasons why people are more focusing 
on what they can get rather than what 
they can give.

In line with that, how can the 
church balance the teachings on faith 
with reasoning?

Faith and reasoning are not contra-
dictory in the scriptures; actually Chris-
tian theology has been defined as faith-
seeking for reasoning. So, Christianity 
begins with faith but some aspect of it is 
always reasonable even though Christi-
anity is about relationship with God: in 
fact, it goes beyond human reasoning, 
and it goes beyond the intellect that is 
where faith is important; however, that 
it goes beyond the intellect does not 

The Worshippers

make faith unreasonable. Faith is actual-
ly a reasoned response to the call of God 
to righteous living.

How can the church leadership help 
redirect the focus of the Christian com-
munity in Nigeria on Jesus Christ rath-
er than on the pastors or Bishops?

It’s a problem of lost of values and the 
solutions would be for the church lead-
ers to focus on biblical transformational 
discipleship, and those words are delib-
erate. Biblical Transformational Disciple-
ship: it has to be Biblical because it must 
be based on the bible, it has to be trans-
formational because it must change peo-
ple, and it has to be discipleship because 
it has to be a training/discipleship ses-
sion, it does not just happen it takes time 
to mould people and help them to know 
the character of Christ.

Another issue facing the church to-
day is the increasing rate of single par-
enting among young couples who are 
seen as the future of the church; the 
scripture teachings about one wife, one 
husband till death do you part: what is 
the position of the church on the issue 
of single parenting that is gradually 
creeping into the church?  

The church does not support it, the 
reason again is the sociology of the mo-
ment; people are more egoistic – the bible 
tells us that at the end of the day people 
will be lovers of pleasure more than lov-
ers of God, and because people are loving 

pleasure more than God egoism becomes 
the order of the day. And so, instead of 
people seeing marriage as a relationship 
that will end with death they see it as a 
relationship of convenience. They are in 
a relationship if it is convenient for you, 
when what you are looking for in it is 
not there you can quit and this is what 
has given room to the preponderance 
of single parenting in our society today, 
and because church is part of the society 
there is nothing that the church can do 
– church cannot send those people away 
because they are single parents, all that 
the church can do is to accommodate 
them and do the best they can to disciple 
them. Single parenthood even though is 
not the ideal, definitely it’s not a reason to 
send somebody out of church, what the 
church can do is manage the situation as 
we see it while we do not encourage that 
but they do happen and if they happen 
what do you do? You just do the best you 
can to reclaim the life and keep them fo-
cus on Christ while we keep saying the 
truth that marriage must be for life.

The alarming rate of youth restive-
ness in the country that some people 
have referred to as a time bomb wait-
ing to explode, what can the church do 
to help in preventing this timely bomb 
from exploding before our very eyes?

The church has nothing in the real 
sense of it to address the youth restive-
ness apart from preaching the gospel to 

them and praying for them and disci-
plining them in Christ. But the question 
we must address is why do we have 
youth restiveness across the nation? I 
think it goes down to the fact that we 
have irresponsible government in this 
country – if government does what it 
should do, give people qualitative edu-
cation, and then create equal opportu-
nities for young people to be gainfully 
employed, I can assure you they will 
not resolve to violence and other things, 
and even if they should go into violence, 
the number will be drastically reduced. 
But, when the youths finish from school 
and have no job to do and some are even 
finding it difficult to get admission into 
schools because the schools we have 
do not have the capacity, they do not 
have the facilities to admit people seek-
ing admission to enter universities, and 
the government rather than do so they 
squander our money in flamboyant 
living and ostentatiousness, well the 
youths are seeing that. They are seeing 
a poor man who won an election and in 
the space of one year he goes and come 
back with a convoy of 7 jeeps, all brand 
new, where did he get the money from; 
it’s our commonwealth they are shar-
ing and when the young people look at 
this you can be sure that they will want 
to have their own share and if they can’t 
get it by peace they will get it  by war, 
this is the reason we have youth restive-
ness – the church will do their best but I 
don’t think the bulk should be dropped 
at the door of the church,  government 
should take responsibility to create a 
conducive        atmosphere for our youths 
to live qualitative lives and survive, and 
utilise their energy and creativity to pur-
sue better life than any other thing. 

Looking at the country today, some 
people would say there is no hope in 
sight with the current economic situa-
tion; what is your take?

I am not in support of the view that 
there is no hope in sight because Nige-
rian economy and the Nigerian nation 
is actually a miracle, only God can ex-
plain why Nigeria came into being and 
why Nigeria is still Nigeria today and 
that God that has brought us this far in 
spite of our obvious contradictions and 
paradoxes, that same God will give us 
a future. He said He is thinking about 
us and the thoughts He has for us are 
thoughts of good and not of evil to give 
us an expected end. So, there is hope for 
Nigeria, what we need is to have leader-
ship that is intelligent and that can look 
around the whole length and breadth of 
this country, and harness our intellectu-
al and emotional capacity to take Nigeria 
to the next level.
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P
roper dietary 
habit is capable 
of wading off 
many diseases 
that confront 

Nigerians nowadays 
without necessarily 
seeking medical atten-
tion; experts at a maga-
zine launch in Lagos, re-
cently said.

In her opening speech 
at the event, Ebere Okey-
Onyema, editor-in-chief 
of the Nature’s Corner 
Magazine, traced the 
reason for the birth of 
the magazine, which ac-
cording to her was to 
provide information on 
nutritional matters to the 
reading public.

Okey-Onyema, who 
also is the executive di-
rector at Healthy Living 
and Women Empow-
erment Initiative (HEL-
WEI), a non-governmen-
tal organisation (NGO), 
noted that the month 
of October is distinct for 
its choice as the month 
designated to address 
issues that affect food 
security, ranging from 
climate change, environ-
ment, maternal and child 
health to mention a few.

According to her, “At-
taining universal health 
calls for integrated ap-
proach to its resolution 
where all stakeholders 
understand their roles 
and function in that ca-
pacity. Thus our theme: 
‘Promoting Adequate 
Nutrition in the Commu-
nity: The Gateway to Sus-
tainable Public Health’. 
Specifically, the role of 
the media as a veritable 
platform for information 
dissemination remains 
cogent; hence, the emer-
gence of Natures Corner 
Magazine.”

She explained that 
“Natures Corner is on a 
mission of awareness, af-
firmation and reconcilia-
tion with nature. Nature 
is our environment, and 
nature is everything. We 
have all it takes, from the 
plants, water, air to live 
a healthy life. It is evi-
dent that there has been 
a departure from serene 
environment, and all we 
hear is a cry: ‘I’ve been 
raped!’ The environ-
ment has indeed been 
raped and hygiene is far-
fetched. Until harmony 
is attained in man’s rela-
tionship with nature, the 
result is chaos, manifest-
ing in diverse diseases 
and complications.”

The editor-in-chief 
further noted that the 
world population has 
been projected to be 

9.6billion by 2020.
“Of this, according to 

NDHS statistics, mater-
nal mortality ratio stands 
at 545 per 100 000 live 
births. Moreover, we 
have children under five 
mortality ratios of 157 
per 100,000 live births. 
WHO records 480mil-
lion adults have diabetes 
while other non-commu-
nicable diseases are on 
the increase.

“Our vision is to equip 
our readers with qual-
ity information and cre-
ate platforms for expert 
counseling and motiva-
tions. It is our desire that 
our community mem-
bers and the society at 
large would have a ready 
and reliable reference 
publication. In doing this, 
Natures Corner would be 
contributing to the Sus-
tainable Development 
Goals aimed at enhanc-
ing nutrition and health 
of community members,” 
she said.

Kikelomo Ololade 
Wright, a medical doc-
tor and HOD, Commu-
nity Health and Primary 
Healthcare, LASUCOM, 
in her presentation on 
‘Promoting Adequate 
Nutrition in Community- 
the Gateway to Sustain-
able Public Health’, said 
awareness and sensitisa-
tion were key to having a 
healthy community.

Wright noted that to 
achieve a balanced diet is 
not costly, but that many 
people have the wrong 
notion that to eat right 
is to have all manner of 
food items on their table. 
She explained that what 
is important is to have 
the right proportion of all 
classes of food to make a 
balanced diet.

According to her, peo-
ple must eat natural food 
as against the over-pro-
cessed foods, noting that 
there are many so-called 
foods out there that are 
dangerous, yet, people 
out of ignorance and na-
ivety daily rush to them 
to their hurt. She also 
pointed out that not all 
ailments demands drugs, 
but could be taken care 
by natural remedies.

Wright enumerated 
the goodness of breast-
feeding to the new born 
babies, saying that moth-
er’s milk remains the best 
for a child. She urged 
mothers to, as a rule, 
ensure that their new 
born babies get adequate 
breast milk as it helps to 
protect them from inva-
sion of diseases.

With the aid of a chart, 
the medical practitioner 
showed various pictures 

Nature’s Corner launched as experts 
insist on proper dietary habits

depicting negative effects 
of malnutrition in babies.

Earlier, the Chairman 
of the Occasion, Temi-
tope Odusesan, MD, As-
set Matrix Microfinance, 
who believes strongly in 
entrepreneurship, com-
mended the efforts of 
the publishers to make 
impact through the me-
dium.

Odusesan expressed 
the optimism that Nige-
rians would increasingly 
be equipped knowledge-
wise to handle basic 
things that will help 
them live a fulfilled life.

David Akinola, a med-
ical practitioner with 
the Federal Ministry of 
Health who was a distin-
guished guest at the oc-
casion, emphasised that 
there’s no better route 
to longevity than obser-
vance of proper nutri-
tion, particularly intake 
of natural foods.

Reviewing the Na-
ture’s Corner (Health 
& Nutrition Magazine), 
Zebulon Agomuo, Edi-
tor, BDSUNDAY, said: “In 
the 21st Century world, 
when diseases and infir-
mities are the order of the 
day; when there is an in-
crease in the number of 
people dying on account 
of wrong dietary habits, 
it has become imperative 
to sound a note of warn-
ing for people to take 
their own lives in their 
own hands.”

According to him, 
“Verifiable statistics at-
test to the fact that many 
people have either lost 
their lives or permanent-
ly demobilised on ac-
count of improper appli-
cation of food materials.

“Today, emphasis is on 
consumption of natural 
food items as against the 

over-processed foods. Ex-
perts have determined 
that to stay fresh, healthy 
and alive, people must 
go for fresh fruits, nuts 
and vegetables. People 
must eat less of sweets, 
refined salt and fried, 
fatty foods and drink less 
alcohol and coffee. And 
carbonated drinks must 
be taken in moderation,” 
he said.

Agomuo said: “These 
are essentially the raison 
d’etre of the NATURE’S 
CORNER- Health & Nu-
trition Magazine, pub-
lished by Skillful Writ-
ers International Limited 
under the editorship of 
Ebere Okey-Onyema. 
The magazine, among 
other things, is aimed at 
bringing to the fore the 
goodness of natural food.

“This second edition 
of the magazine, being 
launched today, like the 
maiden edition, comes 
in 44-page, all-coloured 
glossy package. The cov-
er is artistically designed, 
in line with the axiom 
that ‘the eye eats before 
the tongue’.

“Among the rich con-
tents of the current edi-
tion are the ‘Editor’s note’, 
‘Strictly unnatural’, ‘Wa-
ter therapy’, ‘Infant nu-
trition’, ‘Nutrition inter-
ventions’, ‘Dental health’, 
‘Expert’s view’ and ‘Nige-
ria can feed herself’.

Others are ‘Cucum-
ber to the rescue’, ‘Talk 
to the Nutritionist’, ‘Ask 
the Doctor’, ‘Motiva-
tions’, ‘Book review’ and 
of course, the expose by 
Dr. Quincy Ayodele, that 
‘There is a natural cure 
for every disease.”

“The magazine opens 
with a word from the 
editor, admonishing the 
reader to “Walk your 

way to great health.”  It is 
her belief that whatever 
anybody becomes is de-
termined by such indi-
vidual’s choice. Accord-
ing to her, “A great nation 
can be known from the 
output of her citizens. For 
the desired growth in our 
families, communities 
and economy…let’s get it 
right, now!”

“The story on the 
goodness of water, which 
according to the writer is 
“the secret to lush skin”, is 
well researched and con-
tains useful information 
that will do every reader 
good. This is on Pages 8 
& 9.

“A special focus on 
Infant nutrition, titled, 
‘Breast feeding: Draw-
ing from the fountain of 
nature’, occupies Pages 11 
& 12. There are experts’ 
contributions on the is-
sue, detailing why breast 
milk is best for infants 
and why breast feed-
ing must start well. You 
must also get to find out 
the truth or otherwise 
of human teeth. This is 
captured under ‘Dental 
Myths’ and it was direct 
from expert’s mouth. 

“When you are told 
that ‘Malnutrition is 
killing more than HIV/
AIDS’ at a time when re-
cession has become the 
second name of Nigeria, 
one would be tempted 
to say, ‘why not?’ But 
an Expert, Sam Yuwa, 
vice president, Nutri-
tion Society of Nigeria, 
Northern Zone, in an 
elaborate interview, 
said the first step to sur-
viving the onslaught of 
malnutrition in society 
is through proper edu-
cation and awareness 
(Pages 19 to 21).  

The edition’s star in-

terview ‘Nigeria can feed 
herself’ (Pages 22 to 24) 
is a must read. In the re-
vealing interview, GOC 
Umeaka, managing di-
rector of Coscharis Farms 
Ltd, who spoke for his 
boss, Cosmas Maduka, a 
renowned industrialist, 
noted that attitude to-
wards agriculture over 
the years had been that 
of lip-service. He, how-
ever, expressed the opti-
mism that with the focus 
toward Agriculture as 
the alternative foreign 
exchange earner in the 
face of fall in crude oil 
yields, days ahead are 
brighter and that unlike 
yesteryear, the current 
government appears 
committed to taking ag-
riculture to an enviable 
height.” 

According to him, 
“Many people would 
sneer at the cry of the 
Israelites shortly after 
they left Egypt, how 
badly they missed Cu-
cumber. Please, find out 
why on Page 25. Those 
who are quick to pump 
drugs into their body at 
the slightest symptom 
of an ailment are doing 
themselves more harm 
than good. This is in 
sync with Quincy Ayo-
dele (the Lady of Roots) 
assertion that ‘There is 
a natural cure for every 
disease.’

“A good number of Ni-
gerians believe that the 
problem of the country 
is not about policy for-
mulation, but that of lack 
of will power to imple-
ment such policies. It is 
the same rhetoric in all 
the sectors in Nigeria, 
including the Health sec-
tor. Pharmacist Adegbite 
puts it succinctly on Pag-
es 41 & 42.

“There is a race in Ja-
pan called, Okinawa. 
Many of them are said to 
live above 100 years. The 
major reason for their 
longevity is in right nu-
trition and daily exercise. 
To help you live to the 
fullest, you must cling 
unto the Nature’s Corner. 
Don’t forget, we are, in-
deed, what we eat.”

Other key holders 
present include Modupe 
Akiyinka, coordina-
tor, Civil Society Scal-
ing Up Nutrition in Ni-
geria (CS-SUNN LWG);  
Mazeedat Erinosho, 
coordinator, Lagos State 
Primary Health Care 
Board, health workers 
,members of civil society 
groups and community 
members. Sponsors in-
clude Viju Industries, As-
set Matrix Micro Finance 
Bank and Debo Farms.
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Kikelomo Ololade Wright giving her lecture



W
hile on a normal visit 
at Wheatbaker, the 
tranquility and exclu-
siveness of the places 
bear the charm.

You do not have to lodge in any of the 
70 well-appointed guestrooms to experi-
ence the artistry in modern hospitality 
offering.

From the unique entrance foyer, the 
intimacy of the space speaks volume 
of attention to details with decorations 
and furnishings that further soften the 
mood, leaving visitors in a world of un-
disturbed leisure and indulgence.

Arts
Art for leisure 

OBINNA EMELIKE But one thing that readily draws the 
attention of the high net worth guests in 
the hotel is the deliberate effort at mak-
ing the arts count, especially visual art.

With walls that are dotted with art-
works that inspire and ignite immediate 
reactions from the viewers, the hotel is 
a delight of art connoisseurs and collec-
tors alike.

While a guest is checking in or out, rel-
ishing on world-class menu, sipping best 
of wines and cocktails, or even lazing 
about on the soft bed, the eyes are often 
glued on beautiful artworks that entice 
the viewers further on a closer look to 
appreciate the creator’s autograph. But 
going by the many artworks on display 

and the frequency at which new works 
are introduced, regular guests are be-
ginning to ask after the source of the 
creative works.

Well, the many breathtaking artworks 
are coming from a deliberate effort at 
making the hotel an art destination by 
using the hospitality platform to nurture 
and showcase the best of contemporary 
creativity at no extra cost to the guests. 
So far, it has been five years of amaz-
ing artistic conversations, experiences 
and most importantly, showcases at 
Wheatbaker.

Since October 2011, the boutique ho-
tel managed by Legacy Group, a South 
African hotel management company, 

has hosted 16 visual art exhibitions that 
offered each artist between 8-12 weeks 
to showcase their works. During each of 
these 16 past exhibitions, guests have al-
ways seen and appreciated the creative 
ingenuity of the artists through their 
works on display as part of the spices 
the hotel offers in addition to its core 
hospitality offerings.

“In the intimacy of our space, we have 
donated our walls and hosted a wide 
range of artists from the very young up 
and coming to the seasoned masters al-
lowing access to works which may have 
possibly been unseen by the general 
public”, Mosun Ogunbanjo, director of 
the hotel, explains.

But on the rationale for promoting 
the hotel as an art destination, Sandra 
Obiago, curator of all the 16 exhibitions 
at the hotels, says: “Through our art 
and hospitality focus, we have inspired 
other hotels in Lagos to embrace art as 
a viable means of bringing local and 
international visitors closer to the best 
of Nigerian art and culture”.

To enable the hotel live up to the dream 
of becoming an art destination, first, the 
hotel deliberately made its high-profile 
guests willing to see the arts, and sec-
ondly, it encouraged them to become 
art collectors by buying some of the 
artworks as souvenirs, especially during 
its yearly art auction sales at the hotel.

While it is needful to patronize the ho-
tel on any visit, you can visit the Wheat-
baker any day just to see the artworks or 
the opening of an exhibition to encoun-
ter the artists and ask all your questions.  
Just tell the guards at the entrance foyer 
that you are an art connoisseur (that is 
the password) and the door will open 
because there is one exhibition going 
one almost every month.
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Art for leisure 

Kwesé spices its offerings with
 three TRACE channels 

E
conet Media has added three TRACE 
channels to its already impressive 
premium entertainment offering. 
The deal with the well renowned 
music television network includes 

broadcast rights for TRACE Africa, TRACE 
Mziki and TRACE Gospel. These will be stand-
alone channels joining the comprehensive list 
of Kwesé channels bringing Africans premium 
and affordable content. 

A subsidiary company of the globally 
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National Troupe to stage Death and the 
Kings Horseman for Nigeria, Soyinka

F
unmi Holder, Nollywood actress cum 
producer, popularly known as Amaka 
Ade-Williams in Tinsel TV hit series, is 
getting rave reviews from fans follow-

ing the release of her movie The Grudge. The 
movie which has been getting positive recep-
tion despite little or no publicity is one of the 
top Nollywood movies in cinemas currently.

For her debut effort as a producer, it has 
come as no surprise that people are rating this 
movie high as it is, no doubt, an exceptional 
movie.  The movie, which tells the lives of two 
lovelorn spouses from separate marriages and 
a lonely window intersect as they struggle 
to deal with a grudge that has festered for so 
long is a phenomenal movie that deals with 
the hurt, betrayal, jealousy, greediness, un-
requited love, seduction, domestic violence 
and a lot more.

The plot is super engaging and the careful 
selection of a handful of actors who bring the 
screenplay to life is one of the best thing that 
happened in the movie. The extraordinary 
interpretation of role by Odun Adekola, ace 
Yoruba actor,  blew the minds of many view-
ers who are of the opinion that Odun is, no 
doubt, the favorite character in the movie with 
his ability to make one laugh like never before.

Out of 10 Yoruba movies produced, Odun 
Adekola tops the pack in at least nine of them 
and never fails to deliver an excellent perfor-
mance which he also brought on board in The 
Grudge, the movie that happens to be his first 
English feature.

Just few days after hitting the cinema, the 
movie is one of the Nollywood movies which 
record high turnover due to its footfalls across 
the cinemas in Nigeria.

The Grudge gets 
rave review in 
cinemas 

F
rom November 19 and 20, 
2016, the National Troupe of 
Nigeria will be staging ‘Death 
and the King’s Horseman’; one 
of Professor Wole Soyinka’s 

most performed plays at the National 
Theatre, Iganmu, Lagos.  

 The play is being staged as part of 
the Troupe’s ongoing Nigeria’s Indepen-

dence celebration performances and 
in commemoration of Professor Wole 
Soyinka’s 1986 Nobel Prize feat.

Akin Adejuwon, artistic director and 
chief executive officer of the National 
Troupe explained that the staging of the 
production is more propitious because 
it is 30 years this year since Africa and 
indeed the world joined Nigeria in cele-

brating Professor Wole Soyinka’s award 
of the Nobel Prize for Literature. ‘’Recall 
that Professor Soyinka became the first 
African to awarded a Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1986. This is a feat that is 
worth celebrating and we have chosen 
one of his epic plays which incidentally 
was written by this time 40 years ago 
to celebrate the performing and literary 
icon. Indeed we find the play which has 
been acknowledged as one of Africa’s 
best book of the twentieth century fit-
ting too celebrate this living legend and 
icon’’ the Artistic Director said.

Also, Adejuwon hinted that the No-
vember 19, 2016 performance would 
be a command performance that will 
be hosted by Lai Mohammed, minister 
of Information and Culture. However 
he stated that the play, which will be 
directed by Mike Anyanwu and per-
formed by some guest artistes and ar-
tistes of the National Troupe will open 
to a paying audience on November 
20, 2016.  ‘’We decided on the public 
performance and indeed to stage the 
production in line with the Honour-
able Minister’s drive for improved 
non-oil revenue generation through a 
wholly Nigerian cultural economy. The 
National Troupe hence showcases the 
play with a view to further fulfilling 
its mandate to promote and develop our 
culturally valuable performance prod-
ucts for both local and international 
markets’’ he said.

networked Econet Group founded by Strive 
Masiyiwa, who is also the executive chairman, 
Econet Media is a dynamic content business 
driving the development of Kwesé, a fresh 
new television brand. Created for Sub-Saharan 
African audiences, Kwesé is inspired by the 
‘TV everywhere’ revolution. As such, a range 
of Kwesé products will be made available on 
satellite and internet based platforms, includ-
ing video-on-demand and mobile options. 

Focused on providing premium, affordable, 

exclusive viewing choices, Kwesé products 
will offer sports, music, movies, series, kids, 
lifestyle, faith, news and other programming.

TRACE Africa serves as the premiere desti-
nation for Southern African music lovers fea-
turing music videos of the best contemporary 
Southern African music hits. TRACE Mziki is 
the one and only channel made in Swahili and 
English devoted to the very best music straight 
from the heart of East Africa. TRACE Gospel 
is the first channel exclusively dedicated to 

Gospel music. The channel will offer the finest 
Gospel music programming, from the latest 
chart-topping hits to the classics, and feature 
new music from Africa. 

Econet Media is a proudly African com-
pany with a diverse audience base and this 
combination of channels is indicative of 
Kwesé’s commitment towards delivering 
authentically African content for audiences 
across the continent. 

“TRACE has a proven track record across 
Africa and audiences resonate with its music 
offering. We knew it would be a good fit for 
Kwesé’s content portfolio while adding to our 
premium offering for the market”, said Joseph 
Hundah. 

“We are excited to be part of the Kwesé 
content offering, TRACE has been in Africa for 
a while but this is the first time that we have 
been able to offer a hyper localised music of-
fering whose core purpose for us is to give the 
people what they want while creating musical 
bridges across the diverse communities of Af-
rica. A valuable partner like Kwesé, plays a key 
role in breaking down our borders through 
music” said Leo Manne, Senior Vice President 
for the Southern African region TRACE.  

The channels will bring state of the art, 
pan-African entertainment across all regions 
and Kwesé is enthusiastically looking forward 
to making these and other exclusively pre-
mium programming available to audiences all 
over the continent. 
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Akwaaba African Travel Market 
sets new standards for travel fair

A
t exactly 2pm 
on October 30, 
2016, Annastacia 
Ndlouv, deputy 
minister of Tour-

ism and Hospitality Industry, 
Zimbabwe, set out to execute 
her first distinguished job in 
West Africa. The delectable 
minister, who was in Nigeria 
for the first time, led other 
dignitaries to cut the tape and 
declared Akwaaba African 
Travel Market 2016 open.

Visibly excited, the min-
ister and other dignitaries 
were first appreciative of the 
magnificent Expo Hall of Eko 
Hotel and Suites, Victoria Is-
land, Lagos, the venue of the 
fair, while taken-aback by 
the many stands represent-
ing businesses from across 15 
countries.

Of course, Ikechi Uko, or-
ganizer, Akwaaba African 
Travel Market, foremost travel 
fair in West Africa, was on 
hand to take the Zimbabwean 
minister and the dignitaries 
round the stands to meet the 
exhibitors, see what they are 
offering and also complete the 
opening ceremony formalities 
of the fair.

Exhaling in joyful relief 
after the inspections, the 
Zimbabwean minister, and 
her team including: Bernard 
Bankole, president, Nigerian 
Association of Travel Agen-
cies (NANTA) Talal Alsuwaidi, 
manager, Dubai Tourism, Om-
ror Alal, Dubai Immigration, 
Ambassador Stanislas Ka-
manzi, Rwanda High Com-
missioner to Nigeria, among 
others commended Ikechi 
Uko and his team for building 
and sustaining the travel fair 
to its enviable height today.

Now in its 12 edition, the 
3-day travel fair (October 
30-November 1, 2016) also 
lived up to the exhibitors 

and participants’ expecta-
tions. From airlines, hotels, 
destinations, tour opera-
tors, travel agencies, tourism 
boards, product suppliers to 
the visitors, the fair provided 
platform for marketing, net-
working, exchanges, launch-
ing of trends across the travel 
industry and new products, 
intellectual discussions, dance 
and wine tasting.

The day one, which wit-
nessed the opening ceremony, 
was also spiced with other 
activities such as wine tasting, 
product launch, maiden edi-
tion of West African fashion 
show, and Travelers’ Night, 
an award dinner in honour of 
top travel companies in West 
Africa.

Tagged ‘Aviation Day’, the 
second day of the fair further 
heightened the turnout and 
spiced variety of activities 
at the fair. The Aviation Day 

drew aviation experts, airline 
managers, regulatory agen-
cies and the media to listen 
to the paper presentation by 
Richard Aisebeogun, former 
managing director, Federal 
Airport Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN) who led other panel-
ists in further discussion of the 
industry issues.

In his presentation titled, 
‘Aviation in Africa and Why 
Airlines Fail’, Aisebeogun dis-
closed that: “By transporting 
some 70 million passengers 
annually, aviation already 
supports 6.9 million jobs and 
$80 billion of economic activ-
ity on the African continent. 
However, the growth of the 
sector is being constrained 
by the highly industry cost, 
inadequate infrastructure at 
several airports, and slow im-
plementation of the Yamous-
soukro Decision. The potential 
of aviation are under-utilised. 

This means that there are huge 
opportunities for the sustain-
able airlines to thrive”.

The former MD of FAAN 
insisted that for the continent 
to realise its full economic 
potential, aviation must be 
prioritized.

In line with Aisebeogun, 
other aviation experts pres-
ent at the fair including: Chris 
Aligbe, Capt Dapo Olumide, 
former MD, Virgin Nigeria, 
Yomi Jones, former MD, Ni-
geria Airways and Capt Mike 
Omokore, a search and rescue 
expert,  all regretted that near-
ly all the 37 airlines launched 
on the continent within the 
past 12 years, including 25 
from Nigeria, had failed.

Commending Ethiopian 
Airlines for breaking the jinx 
in Africa, they recommended 
observance of corporate gov-
ernance, adopting the right 
financial models of airline, im-
provement on maintenance 
culture, a successful national 
carrier, addressing infrastruc-
tural deficits through con-
cession and private-sector 
participation.

One spectacular presenta-
tion was a paper titled, ‘Impor-
tance of Tourism’ by Anastacia 
Ndhlovu, the Zimbabwean 
minister. She explained how 
tourism plays a critical role in 
the world’s economy today 
and cited instances with the 
success story of ZIMASSET; 
Zimbabwe’s value addition 
and beneficiation cluster.

The day-three tagged ‘Hos-
pitality Day’ gathered hotel 
and destination management 
experts led by Aduke Gomez, 
former secretary, Lagos State 
Hotel Licensing Authority, 

who presented paper on Hotel 
Grading and Classification-A 
tool for tourism development.

The fair also recorded 
new entrants such as Liberia, 
Uganda, Tanzania, Namibia, 
Zimbabwe, Bahrain, African 
University of Nigeria, Yola, 
Nike Lake Hotel Enugu, Edge 
Hotel Port Harcourt among 
others.

Going by the participants 
votes, Dubai Tourism won the 
best overall stand at the fair, 
South African Tourism won 
the best in Africa while Kenya 
trailed closely behind it.  

The climax of the activities 
at this year’s Akwaaba was the 
event which had 15 participat-
ing countries with over 2,000 
visitors in attendance was the 
rewards of some participants 
with various prizes by some 
of participating organisations.

In celebrating its 80 years 
in Nigeria, British Airways 
gave out a free Business Class 
return ticket from Nigeria to 
London to Favor Fadahunsi, 
MD/CEO of Tri-Global trav-
els, who won through raffle 
draw.

Also, Kenya Tourism Board 
gave out three holiday prizes 
to three lucky winners in-
cluding; Adeyemi Adesuwa 
of St. Kingscrown Travels & 
Tours Ltd, Collins Udolu of Je-
didah Promotions, Ghana and 
Ayodele Folakemi of Newrate 
Travels and Tours Ltd.

Tour Brokers International 
presented winners of its raffle 
draws with tickets to visit 
one of the new Dubai parks 
and resort and a Royal Carib-
bean Cruise. The winners are 
Foluke Abodunrin of Folabod 
Travels & Tours, Musa Adelaja 
of Musampa Travels & Tours 
and Modupe Albert of Avia-
tion Logistics.

Speaking on the event so 
far, Ikechi Uko, CEO, Akwaaba 
Africa Travel Market, noted 
that the fair has truly come of 
age. “This year is spectacular. 
There was an integrated pro-
cess. Every aspect of the event 
worked. With the feedbacks 
we got, both visitors and ex-
hibitors were fulfilled.”

Uko also regretted that 
Nigeria still lagged behind in 
participation at the fair.  “Ni-
geria needs to wake up and 
learn from other countries 
that participated and who are 
already established in travel 
and tourism business. Besides 
Edge Hotel from Port Har-
court, AUN Hotel from Yola 
and Nike Lake from Enugu, 
no Lagos hotel participated in 
an event in their backyard”, 
Uko concluded, while urging 
the public to keep a date with 
Akwaaba 2017 in September.

OBINNA EMELIKE

L-R: Bernard Bankole, president, NANTA,  Talal Alsuwaidi, manager, Dubai Tourism, Annastacia Ndlouv, deputy minister,  Zimbabwe Tourism, 
Ikechi Uko, organizer, Akwaaba African Travel Market, Omror Alal, Dubai Immigration, and Ambassador Stanislas Kamanzi,  Rwanda High 
Commissioner to Nigeria, at the official opening of 12th Akwaaba in Lagos.

…comes of age with successful 12th edition
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‘Nigeria represents 56 percent of 
African visitations to Dubai’

 How has it been since your 
first participation at Akwaaba 
in 2015?

E
ach time we come back, 
we bring new tour op-
erators and destination 
management compa-
nies (DMCs) and com-

panies with us, we have more 
things to tell you guys about the 
new things that have opened in 
Dubai since one year that we were 
last here.

How many Dubai companies 
are participating in Akwaaba 
2016?

We are here with IMG Worlds 
Adventure, the latest opening in 
Dubai. The company is the only 
theme park between Africa and 
the Middle East. It opened in 
August 31, 2016. It is the world’s 
largest indoor theme park and the 
only theme park in Middle East 
and Africa.

We are also here with Red 
Apple Middle East Tourism, they 
are destination management 
company. They have offices all 
over the world and they assist 
Dubai Tourism with lots of our 
farm trips that we do for the travel 
industry, the media and different 
niche markets.

We have North Tours here, 
also one of the biggest destination 
management companies in Dubai. 
They handled the farm trip that 
we did for 300 agents in June. We 
have Arabian Falcon Holiday, the 
only time share company in the 
Middle East with great proper-
ties in Dubai where people can 
purchase apartments and when 
they are not there, they can rent 
them out to other holiday users 
and earn income from it.

Then we also have Time Hotels 
here. The hotel is in a great loca-
tion and great brand with about 
11 hotels. We have Alpha Tours 
as well, also one of the biggest 
destination management compa-
nies in Dubai. They are here with 
us in Akwaaba for the first time, 
and they are very strong company 
and interested in Africa. We have 
Rayna Tours; they have been with 
Dubai Tourism for a very long 
time. They go everywhere with 
us, they have huge clientele in the 
African region, especially West 
Africa. Over 60 percent of clients 
of Time Hotels and Arabian Fal-
con are Nigerians. So, they very 
vested in the Nigerian market. 
Those are the ten that came with 
us on this trip.

How important is Nigerian 
market to Dubai?

From the African visitation 
numbers, Nigeria is top. Out of 
the 54 countries in Africa, Nige-
ria represents about 56 percent 
of the total visitations. The next 
country to them from Dubai per-
spective is South Africa and they 
are not even doing half as much 
as Nigeria.

What are the new things that 
have opened in Dubai since your 
last visit to Nigeria?

Apart from the indoor theme 
park that just opened, we still have 
Dubai Parks and Resorts, they 
have done a soft opening, but a 
major opening to the public will 
be at the end of the year.

We have opened a new dis-
count shopping mall. It is near a 
location called Dragon Mud that 
has been in existence for a while, 
now there is one next to Dubai 
Parks and Resorts. I have been 
there. Last week, we hosted in 
Dubai 50 luxury event planners 
(20 from Nigeria, 15 from Kenya 

Desert Safari. But since coming 
to Akwaaba and letting the aver-
age travel agency know that they 
too can have access to book their 
customers to Dubai, we have seen 
an upsurge from the very wealthy 
and the youths. The youths now 
know that it is affordable be-
cause Dubai has the perception 
of luxury, luxury and luxury 
and everything is expensive, but 
that is not the case. Since com-
ing to Akwaaba, the companies 
have been able to meet with the 
travel agents. Red Apple is doing 
something where any travel agent 
who signs up on their platform, on 
their website, register and makes 
a booking through his company 
to Dubai, Red Apple gives them a 
free three-night trip to their other 
destinations. It launched that in 
East Africa and it was a huge suc-
cess and we are doing it here. We 
are trying not to be vocal about 
it because Nigerians are already 
going to Dubai. But they are ready 
to give incentives to help the busi-
nesses here grow.

and 15 from South Africa). The es-
sence of the tour is to bring them 
because they serve a lot of destina-
tion events; weddings destinations, 
corporate events and so on, we 
wanted to bring them to Dubai 
to show them a different kind of 
Dubai so that they can get back 
and do it even more.

Red Apple and Middle East 
Tourism handled all the ground 
transportation free of charge and 
that is their investments in the 
he African market. A lot of these 
companies that go with us work 
for Dubai Tourism free of charge 
because all they want is access to 
the customer base, take us to Nige-
ria, introduce us to the platform so 
that we can meet the people one on 
one and do our business.

What are the impacts of Dubai’s 
participation in the last Akwaaba?

What I have noticed is a change 
in the quality. You will find out 
that the higher echelon have op-
portunity to go to anywhere in the 
world and their perception about 
Dubai was it is Burg Khalifa and 

Why more representatives 
from Dubai at Akwaaba 2016?

Last year we had five Dubai 
companies at Akwaaba, but this 
year we have 10. I think it has 
to do with the investments they 
saw that the others benefited 
when they came. Also last year 
was the first time Dubai Tourism 
stepped out to do something in 
Africa, so everyone was a little 
bit scared. Now they are gaining 
more confidence and they will do 
more with us.

Has the economic downturn 
in Nigeria impacted its visitations 
to Dubai?

It has impacted on the visita-
tion number and revenue. A lot 
the luxury hotels that used to 
have a lot of Nigerian clientele 
are asking when are the Nigerians 
coming back. Nigerians are big 
spenders, so you lose one, you lose 
a good chance.

But the economy notwith-
standing, RDG His Excellency has 
made a commitment and this he 
even made public three days ago 
that Africa can be as big as China 
to any country in terms of visita-
tion. So, we will not stop investing 
in Africa because it is circle, every 
countries goes through recession, 
economic downturn, you just have 
to ride it down and stay relevant 
in the market so that when things 
are good they will remember and 
come back to visit you.

What are the incentives to 
attract Nigerians to Dubai in the 
face of economic downturn?     

I think any Tourism Board will 
ever give you an incentive. No 
Tourism board owns any product, 
we don’t own a hotel, we don’t 
own airplane, we don’t own any-
thing, we are just here to help the 
companies succeed. This question 
is for companies out there. People 
should ask them what they will 
like to do to help people.

What are the expectations for 
2016 Shopping Festival?

The 2016 Dubai Shopping fes-
tival is starting earlier than it did 
last year. Last year started January 
1, but this year will start December 
26th. We have a lot more retailers 
that have signed on board. They 
realized that the global economy 
is not what it used to be, even the 
British pounds is not as strong as 
it used to be, so they have to make 
their discounts extremely attrac-
tive for the visitors. We hope that 
this year’s edition will be as great 
as the last one.

STELLA OBINWA, Regional Director for Africa, Dubai Tourism and Commerce 
Marketing (DTCM), led 10 companies from Dubai in the 2016 Akwaaba African Travel 
Market in Lagos recently. In this interview, she unveils to OBINNA EMELIKE new 
attractions in Dubai, why Dubai Tourism is participating in the fair for the second 
time, growing interest of Dubai companies in the travel fair, incentives for Nigerian 
partners, expectations for the 2017 Dubai Shopping Festival, among others.
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Akwaaba 2016: Experts explain urgent need 
for air transport development in Africa

W
ith the an-
ticipated 
increas e 
disclosed 
b y  r e -

searchers in passenger traf-
fic from 119million in 2014 
to 280million in 2034 in the 
aviation sector of Africa, 
experts in the aviation sec-
tor have said that there is an 
urgent need for air transport 
development in Africa.

They say this develop-
ment must first start with 
Nigeria, which has the larg-
est population in Africa. The 
airport therefore remains the 
first point of contact of devel-
opment to drive connectiv-
ity, which is fundamental 
to meet up with the growth 
demand and enjoy the ben-
efits accrued to it.

However, poor policy im-
plementation, high charges 
and taxes, poor corporate 
governance and govern-
ment’s indifference have 
been identified as factors 
responsible for poor growth 
of air transport in Africa. 

 Richard Aisuebeogun, 
former Managing Director 
of the Federal Airports Au-
thority of Nigeria (FAAN), 
who was the lead speaker at 
the second Akwaaba African 
Market Travel and Tourism 
Conference said these factors 
retard air transport growth 
in the continent.

 The conference, which 
was held in Lagos, recently 
was attended by industry 
experts from Nigeria and 
Africa, including past CEOs 
of airlines, airports, travel 
and tourism organisations 
and others in the industry.

 Aisuebeogun noted that 

many failed airlines both 
privately and government 
owned litter many airports 
in Africa and identified these 
airlines to include, Air Ga-
bon, Sierra National Airline, 
Air Afrique, Nigerian Air-
ways Limited, Cameroon 
Airlines, Chanchagi, ADC 
Airlines, Bellview Airlines, 
Air Zimbabwe and others.

 “A report of survey car-
ried out in May, 2016 says 
over the past 12 years nearly 
37 airlines were launched in 

Africa, and almost all of them 
had failed – 25 of which are 
from Nigeria. Today only 
about 12 Africa Airlines have 
inter-continental operations.

 “The more we realize 
that airlines are not a lux-
ury but a necessity in our 
remote villages and hub 
cities,  the more we can 
change our thinking and 
make sustained efforts to 
ensure that airlines are 
supported and developed 
for the accelerated develop-

More excitement for travelers as Bi-Courtney 
launches mobile app at MMA2

I
n its continued efforts to 
provide airport users with 
hassle-free and world-
class travel experience, 

Bi-Courtney Aviation Services 
Limited (BASL), operator of 
the Murtala Muhammed Air-
port Terminal 2 (MMA2), has 
launched a mobile app. 

With the launch, MMA2 
has recorded another first 
as the only airport terminal 
in Nigeria to launch a mobile 
app with exciting features, 
which enable airport users to 
book flights, get live flight in-
formation, track flights and 
enable access to available 
shops and quick service out-

lets at the terminal, among 
others.

 Jari Williams, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of BASL, said in a 
statement that “The mobile app 
is free and available for down-
load on Google play store and 
App store. This is just our way 
of saying MMA2 is more than 
a terminal. This app is guaran-
teed to make the experience 
of travellers and visitors to the 
terminal much easier.

 “For instance, the app’s 
live flight information gives 
detailed status on all flights 
departing and arriving MMA2 
with the added advantage of 
flights tracking,” he said.

ment of our economies and 
improvement of our liveli-
hoods,” Aisuebeogun said.

 He noted that the poten-
tial of aviation in Africa is 
under-utilized, which means 
that there are huge oppor-
tunities for the sustainable 
airlines to thrive, but for the 
region to realise these latent 
possibilities, aviation – partic-
ularly, commercial air trans-
port – must be prioritized by 
government.

 He disclosed that today, 

air transport is recognized 
as an important element 
in the achievement of the 
United Nation’s Vision 2030 
Sustainable Development 
Goals which seeks to improve 
individual livelihoods in all 
corners of the globe, adding 
that air transport is also vi-
tal to achieving the African 
Union’s (AU) Agenda 2063, 
which seeks to transform 
Africa’s economy from its 
current largely underdevel-
oped state to hugely develop 
economies.

 According to him, Africa 
has the potential to be a sig-
nificant force in aviation on 
the back of robust economic 
growth forecasts, with Af-
rica having among the fastest 
growing economies world-
wide, but African airlines 
carry l.3 percent of global air 
cargo.

 “These small proportions 
contributed by Africa to 
global air cargo indicate that 
Africa has a huge potential to 
grow,” he said.

  Speaking at the event, 
Dapo Olumide, former man-
aging director of Air Nigeria 
said there is lack of growth 
of airlines in Africa because 
most of the airlines do not 
have corporate governance, 
there are inferences from 
family members, relations 
and friends, adding that an 
airline need to have the right 
equipment for the routes it 
operates.

 “We don’t have a mainte-
nance culture. The business 
plans are all wrong. The op-
erators have romantic ideas 
of everything and the banks 
don’t have in-house experts 
to advise it on extending 
credit facility to airlines,” 
Olumide said.

 The statement said to en-
courage travelers to download 
the app, BASL and Dana Air, 
one of the major airlines oper-
ating from MMA2, has begun 
a promo for users to book the 
airline’s flight via the app, as 
the promo is currently running 
on the social media sites of both 
companies.

 It said further that winners 
in the promo would emerge 
monthly while it is running, 
adding that such winners, who 
are allowed to have multiple 
entries, have the chance to grab 
return tickets of Dana Air to 
any destination in Nigeria and 
other consolation prizes.
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Emir charges traditional rulers on 
ameliorating mortality rate

T
he Emir of Shon-
ga, Haliru Nda-
nusa,  has said 
that traditional 
institutions have 

crucial roles to play in curb-
ing the menace of mater-
nal mortality, just as he 
disclosed that over 300 
women die every week on 
maternal and child mortal-
ity related issues.

N d a n u s a  m a d e  t h i s 
known while speaking at 
the Ilorin Emir’s Palace at 
a sensitization/advocacy 
programme organised by 
the Sultanate Foundation 
for Peace and Development 
in conjunction with the 
UNDP/WHO held recently 
in Ilorin, the Kwara State 
capital.

Ndanusa who identified 
lack of adequate education, 
poverty and negligence 
among parents as the major 
causes of high death rate in 
Africa, therefore urged resi-
dents to cooperate with the 
community leaders in the 
strides to tackle the menace.

According o him, mar-
riage with underage fe-
males has contributed im-
mensely to the significant 
rise in maternal mortality 
in the nation saying parents 
and community leaders 
should assist in curbing the 
menace in their domains.

No fewer than 500 tra-
ditional chiefs across the 
Ilorin Emirate who par-
ticipated at the workshop 
were admonished to effect 
positive change in their 
respective environment 
to further safe more lives 
among their subjects. He 
urged community lead-
ers to always take proper 
record of both birth and 
death rates in their areas in 
order to allow government 
make adequate provisions 
for their well-being.

He however stressed that 
adequate campaigns and 
awareness among residents 
will go a long way in eradi-
cating the menace adding 
that “it was the prompt in-

tervention of myself and the 
Emir of Ilorin, Ibrahim Sulu-
Gambari that made the polio 
immunization programme 
for children to be accepted 
among the people.”

Ndanusa also implored 
parents especially mothers 
to embrace family planning 
as well as child spacing in 
order to ensure the well-
being of themselves and 
their children for better 
living condition even as he 
urged community leaders to 
always hold medical officers 
in their areas accountable 
for non-performance.

In his reaction, the Magaji 
Ngeri of Ilorin Mohammed 
Jamiu Adebayo, has encour-
aged stakeholders in the 
health sector to expedite 
actions towards giving pa-
tient qualitative healthcare 
facilities. Stressing that, the 
downtrodden deserves a lot 
from the government.

Meanwhile, the Magaji 
Nda of Ilorin, Saliu Woru 
Mohammed, advocated that 
adequate sanction must be 

meted on whoever found 
victim of getting married to 
under-aged females adding 
that government at all levels 
must champion the cause 
for the betterment of the 
society.

However, As World Polio 
Day was being observed 
across the globe, the Kwara 
State Government again 
reaffirmed its commitment 
in partnering with relevant 
stakeholders in an effort to 
wipe out polio virus in the 
country.

The Kwara State Gov-
ernor, Abdulfatah Ahmed 
gave this assurance in Ilorin, 
the state capital at World 
Polio Campaign awareness 
programme organised by 
Rotary club of Ilorin in col-
laboration with the State 
Ministry of Health.

The governor, who was 
represented by the state 
commissioner for Health 
Atolagbe Alege, said in the 
state government has com-
mitted huge resource to-

ward eradication of polio 
within and outside the state.

Governor Ahmed how-
ever, applauded the Rotary 
club of Ilorin for their hu-
manitarian gestures at all 
times and their steadfast-
ness in ensuring polio virus 
awareness campaign cut 
across the nooks and cran-
nies of the state.

According to the gover-
nor, in recent times, the state 
has yet to record any case of 
polio outbreak, attributing 
the success recorded as a re-
sult of quick evacuation and 
monitoring of polio vaccine 
to appropriate destination.

Governor Ahmed fur-
ther stressed that the state 
government through the 
state ministry of health 
had provided largest vac-
cination cold room in the 
Kwara central and also en-
sure polio vaccination to all 
government owned hospi-
tala across the sixteen local 
government areas of the 
state.

Earlier in his address, 
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SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

the Governor Emeritus of 
Rotary club, Rotarian Mike 
Omotosho, said rotary club 
started the polio awareness 
campaign thirty two years 
ago, with over a billion chil-
dren being immunized up 
till today.

According to him, before 
awareness campaign was 
kicked, about one hundred 
and thirty five thousand 
outbreak of the polio virus 
was recorded.

Omotosho, however com-
mended the state govern-
ment for ensuring Kwara 
state recorded zero polio 
virus in recent times.

Also speaking, the state 
polio representative, Funsho 
Dare, called for effective col-
laboration between Rotary 
club and the state ministry 
of health in order to take 
polio awareness campaign 
to the grass-roots.

He added that, Rotary 
club has always compli-
mented the effort of the 
state government in health 
awareness campaign.
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Experts caution against excessive intake of painkillers

M
edical experts 
have warned 
against exces-
s i v e  u s e  o f 
painkillers and 

analgesic drugs as such actions 
may result in undesirable out-
comes. 

Painkillers are drugs admin-
istered to a patient in order to 
alleviate pain and discomfort 
such as in the treatment of 
migraine pain or general pain 
symptoms. Though it usually 
plays a significant role in the 
life of a patient who is in need 
of them, these drugs may turn 
out to be detrimental to health. 

“The simple painkillers like 
paracetamol are very safe but 
when used over a long period 
of time or taken in excess, it can 
have deleterious effects on the 
liver, causing hepatotoxicity. 
As a result its use should be 
only when necessary,” Bada 
Azeez, a medical doctor at 
Beula Medical Center, Yaba, 
Lagos told BusinessDay.

He further explains that 
prolonged usage of non opioids 
analgesics such as Nonsteroi-
dal Anti-Inflammatory Drugs 
(NSAIDS) which are further 
categorised as diclofenac, ibu-
profen, piroxicam can worsen 
hypertension and potentially 
causes analgesics nephropa-
thy. This can as well result in 
kidney failure, necessitating 
either transplant or dialysis.

“Lastly opioid analgestics 
like morphine, pentazocine, 
tramadol, coden, pethidine and 

amphetamine, are neurostimu-
lants with addictive properties. 
If taken over a long time can 
result in drug addiction and 
mental imbalance.” Bada said.

He advised that simple an-
algesics taken within its thera-
peutic dosage are readily safe 
but chronic use is detrimental 
to health.

While painkillers are said 
to give patients relief, some 
research findings have also 

indicated that the prolonged 
use as well as the abuse of these 
drugs, whether as prescriptive 
or over the counter (OTC) prod-
ucts, can in a number of ways 
actually be very harmful and 
even fatal for any individual.

Oretayo Oni, a medical doc-
tor also tells BusinessDay that 
“painkiller drugs are necessary 
physical and mental wellbeing 
of an ill patient. They vary in 

mechanism of action, strength 
and potency and can be use for 
various causes of pain starting 
from mild body aches to pain 
of cancerous origin” 

Oni explains that “the use 
of analgesics (painkillers) is 
beneficial provided the safety 
limit is not exceeded. Abuse 
of painkillers can lead to ad-
diction, increased tolerance 
and consequent reduction in 

efficacy, organ damage (liver, 
kidney, cardiac, brain) and 
eventually death”.

“There is  no drug that 
doesn’t have side effect. Even 
if it is damacin applied for pain, 
it has to be moderate, and taken 
with caution because most of 
the drugs sometimes have ef-
fect on liver, kidney etcetera” 
said Gorge Nwagha a Pharma-
cist in Lagos.

TIAMIYU ADIO ISMAIL

T
he Cross River State 
chapter of the Nige-
rian Medical Asso-
ciation, (NMA) has 
expressed worry over 

the  current economic recession 
which is affecting virtually ev-
ery facet of the economy.

The medical doctors say the 
cost of materials is on an upward 
progression while the cost of 
treatment has not changed urg-
ing that the situation requires 
urgent attention.

These worries were ex-
pressed in Calabar during the 
Nigerian Medical Association 
Cross River State Physicians 
week 2016. Theme for the work-
shop was “Health Care in the 
frail economy”.

Declaring the event open, the 
Chief of Medical Director of the 
University of Calabar, Thamos 
Agan said that the theme could 
not have come at a better time.

“Cost of materials is increas-
ing every day while the cost of 
treatment has not changed. For 

our budget, we have never met 
the expectations of WHO”. He 
further thanked members and 
assured that the National Health 
Act is currently being discussed .

In a lecture titled “Health-
care in a fragile economy,” the 
guest lecturer, Ikpeme A. Ikpeme 
touched on the benefits of a 
functional healthcare system 

needed for private partnership 
PPP in healthcare, the role of 
leadership and governance, 
the consequences of a weak 
economy on health care, health 

information system, sources of 
health financing, service de-
livery and several other issues 
affecting the sector.

On the way forward, Ikpeme 
talked on the need to strengthen 
institutions and governance, im-
proved intra-and inter-sectoral 
communication and health in-
formation among other recom-
mendations.

Similarly, Atang Ewa in his 
paper titled ‘Tuberculosis control 
activities in Nigeria: Strategies 
for finding the missing cases’, 
talked on the burden of TB, the 
reality of TB in Nigeria, its preva-
lence and the future of its control 
in Nigeria.

Participants called on govern-
ment to do something urgently 
to check the current recession 
in the economy.

They also expressed worry 
that quacks and herbal medicine 
sellers are now having a filled 
day advertising and selling their 
herbs which is being highly 
patronised by the populace 
because of economic recession.

Medical directors cry out over economic recession
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C
hippa United of South 
Africa goalkeeper Daniel 
Akpeyi has predicted a 
tough World Cup quali-
fier at home against Alge-

ria, but remains confident the Super 
Eagles will still carry the day.

 The South African based goal-
keeper Akpeyi was called up as a 
replacement for injured Carl Ikeme.

 “The game against Algeria will 
be tough, but we will win,” declared 
the shot stopper, who featured at 
the recent Rio Olympics, where 
Nigeria clinched a bronze medal.

 Akpeyi said he received his late 
call-up with mixed emotions.

 “I received my call-up with 
mixed emotions,” he revealed. 

“I am very happy to be part of the 
team that will prosecute the match 
against Algeria.

 “All we need from Nigerians and 
the NFF is massive support like we 
had against Zambia.”

 He also wished Ikeme a quick 
recovery from a hip injury.

 “I wish Carl a speedy recovery, 
but Nigerians can count on me to 
deliver in Uyo,” he said.
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Algeria can’t stop Nigeria, says Akpeyi

Asisat Oshoala poses with Dr Stella Okoli, OON, Group Managing Director 
of Emzor Pharmaceuticals.
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Emzor names Asisat Oshoala brand ambassador

A
frican Women Footballer 
of the Year, Asisat Oshoala 
has signed an endorse-
ment deal with Nigeria’s 
foremost indigenous phar-

maceutical company, Emzor Pharma-
ceutical Industries Limited. The compa-
ny already sponsors the national foot-
ball teams including Super Eagles and 
Super Falcons and Emzor Paracetamol 
has been the official Paracetamol of the 
national teams for almost three years.

 Oshoala currently plays for one of 
the biggest clubs in world football ‘The 
Arsenal Ladies’.

Oshoala is a brand synonymous with 
dogged determination and loyalty with 
a sense of discipline that is unrivalled 
as she has never ever been reported to 
be involved in any scandal whatsoever 
throughout her short but very illustri-
ous career.

She currently has a foundation she 
set up to help underprivileged kids 
especially the girl child and one of the 
main objectives of the foundation is to 
empower these kids and ensure that 
they attend school and have the basic 
necessities of life. She also has an an-
nual age-grade (Under-17) football com-
petition for young girls who aspire to 
become professional footballers. These 
girls look up to her for inspiration and 
guidance in their chosen career path.

 

Pacman big fight 
action live on 
SuperSport

I
t’s a long way from the Philippines Senate 
to the boxing ring, but Manny Pacquiao 
will make that trip this weekend when 
he challenges Jessie Vargas for the WBO 

welterweight title in Las Vegas.
The action will be broadcast live on SS6 

from 3amCAT on Sunday morning. The re-
cently installed senator continues to box, but 
at 37 the end is nearing. Vargas, his opponent 
this weekend, is a full decade younger. He is 
also taller and has a longer reach, presenting 
the legendary Filipino with a substantial 
challenge.

 Despite the wear and tear of 66 profes-
sional fights, Pacquiao is said to have shown 
great form in the gym. “He’s as good now as 
he ever was,” said long-time trainer Freddie 
Roach. After the disappointment of last year’s 
mega-fight against Floyd Mayweather jnr, 
Pacquiao rebounded with an outstanding 
defeat of Tim Bradley to remind everyone 
that he remained a world-class operator. 
Interestingly, Vargas’ only career defeat came 
against Bradley, but he had Bradley on the 
brink of a stoppage defeat before the round 
was brought to a premature (and highly con-
troversial) end by the referee, who thought 
he had heard the bell.

 Vargas has beaten top contenders like 
Josesito Lopez, Khabib Allakhverdiev and 
Sadam Ali, but Pacquiao is a significant step 
up in class. Vargas’ brawling style appears 
tailor-made for Pacquiao, who can hold a shot 
and is a whirlwind puncher who will thrive 
on Vargas’ defensive failings.
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Hamilton ignores title loss talk

L
ewis Hamilton has 
conceded he has more 
chance of losing the F1 
world championship 
to Nico Rosberg due 

to his 19 points deficit but with 
two races to go he isn’t prepar-
ing for failure. 

 Despite winning the past two 
races in the USA and Mexico, 
the reigning F1 world cham-
pion trails Mercedes team-mate 
Rosberg by 19 points and if the 
German driver wins next week-
end’s Brazilian Grand Prix he 
will claim the title with a round 
to spare. 

 Hamilton, who is looking to 
lean on his experiences from 
losing and also winning a world 
title at Interlagos in 2007 and 
2008 respectively, says if Ros-
berg does seal a maiden F1 
world title he will aim to move 
on from the disappointment 
immediately but won’t accept 
conceding the championship 
battle early. 

 “I don’t think you can prepare 
to lose, but I have experienced 
it before,” Hamilton said. “I lost 
in 2007, I know it won’t be as 
painful as it was then. I’ve lost 
many races, I’ve lost champion-

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

M
ax Verstappen says 
Formula 1 should spend 
this winter working on 
improving its rulebook 
for the 2017 season, so 

as to avoid what he claims were “double 
standards” at the Mexican Grand Prix.

 The Red Bull driver remains un-
happy that he was penalised for cutting 
the track after braking late for Turn 1 
in the closing stages, while Mercedes 
rival Lewis Hamilton was allowed to get 

Verstappen calls for F1 rules rethink

away with it on the opening lap.
 He thinks the situation is ‘ridiculous’ 

- as he suggested that F1 had to move 
away from too many rules, insisting it 
was a turn-off for fans. 

“The problem with these kind of 
rules is that they complicate the sport 
- for both the viewer and the stewards 
themselves,” wrote Verstappen in his 
regular column for sponsor Exact.

 “That was evident at the Grand Prix 
of Mexico. Lewis Hamilton cut across 

the grass at the first corner and was not 
penalised. Fine, but after I did exactly 
the same in my fight with Sebastian 
Vettel, I got a five-second penalty and 
I lost my third place.

 “That is a ridiculous situation. Lewis 
and I both miss our braking point, in 
exactly the same corner. Just like him 
I didn’t have any advantage, because I 
went first into the corner and came out 
first again. That I am punished, but not 
Lewis, indicates that there are double 

standards.”
 Winter rethink
With only the Brazilian and Abu 

Dhabi Grands Prix to go, Verstappen 
thinks that the looming post-season 
break would be a good opportunity 
for the FIA to sit down and reconsider 
over-regulation in F1.

 “The current season still has two 
races to go, and then maybe we can use 
the winter to put rules and regulations 
under the microscope to create more 
clarity,” he added.

 “Rules are obviously needed and I 
will always respect them, but it is only 
fair if they are the same for everyone 
and are also applied that way.” 

Vettel punishment right
Verstappen also said that he backed 

the FIA’s decision to hand Sebastian 
Vettel a penalty for moving under brak-
ing against Daniel Ricciardo in Mexico. 

“Apparently he was expecting that 
I would just give him the position,” ex-
plained Verstappen about the closing 
stages of the race. “But I was not plan-
ning on doing that. I don’t do presents.

 “In his frustration Sebastian closed 
the door for Daniel Ricciardo by doing 
exactly that what is now banned by the 
Verstappen rule.

 “It feels fair that Sebastian was 
punished for his actions in the end. 
But what is strange is that it was only 
looked at later, so Daniel did not enjoy 
his time on the podium.”
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ships through my career so it’s 
not like I haven’t experienced it. 

 “I’m in the scenario right 
now I know that there’s more 
of a chance that I’ll lose it than 
a win it. It’s hard to swallow, 

but it is what it is. I’ll move on, 
I’ve still got three so I just really 
hope that next year I don’t have 
the reliability problems.” 

 Hamilton must win both the 
remaining races in 2016 and 

hope Rosberg finishes behind 
some of his other front-running 
rivals to give him a realistic shot 
of the world title at the end of 
this year.
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USA Elections: All bets are off!

R
e ga rd i ng  t h e  o n c o m i ng  U S 
presidential elections, only two 
things are certain: it will take place on 
November 8; and it will not be won 
by an Independent or Third Party 

candidate. It is uncertain which party would 
hurt more from the chunk that an Independent 
or Third Party candidate would bite off. 

Up to two weeks ago it was “fairly certain” 
that Democrat Hillary Clinton would win, 
regardless. But today, two days to the election, 
it is “uncertain” whether she or Republican 
Donald Trump would win. The stream has been 
so muddied that American voters, generally 
fickle and unpredictable, have shifted their 
attention from the terrible things they know 
about Trump to the things they are told they 
don’t know about Hillary.

The main source of uncertainty is the series 
of emails from Hillary’s private server which the 
notorious digital hacker Wikileaks has splashed 
onto the public viewspace. Some are official 
documents but not “classified” at the time they 
were originally sent and received; others are 
deleted—and it is uncertain whether they were 
personal and private, as claimed, or indeed 
super-secret, classified documents. 

So far, there is no evidence that the server 
was ever previously hacked into, nor any 
documents stolen nor state secrets revealed. 
No mention is ever made of the fact that some 
earlier Secretaries of State also used private 

servers—equally harmlessly—nor of the 
reason why they all did so, namely, the sub-
optimal official digital equipment they found 
themselves stuck with.

Even so, “fear of Hillary” was doubled 
when, 11 days to Election Day, the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 
threw a stink-bomb at her by announcing that 
the laptop of her closest assistant was to be 
searched for possible classified documents. 
No further details were given. Trump (and the 
Republicans) started singing the Director’s 
praises and insinuating that Hillary had 
committed a crime, even though there are no 
new facts. The earlier investigation (05 July 
2016) found “extreme carelessness” in the 
handling of classified material; but it found no 
crime, no intentional mishandling of classified 
material, no indications of disloyalty to the 
United States, and no efforts to obstruct justice. 
On those grounds the Bureau recommended 
that no action be taken against Hillary. 

But now, in this new fouled atmosphere, 
“Trump of the Thousand Disabilities”  made 
such rapid progress within one week that the 
race has become very tight. It is now a toss-up 
who should win. A wild and unprecedented 
situation indeed. 

First of all, the new FBI announcement 
constituted a gross violation of protocol. No 
announcement of that sort could be made 
within 60 days of an election except with 
verifiable facts of imminent danger. The FBI 
Director had no facts, and could provide none 
in the intervening 10 days.

Trump in his campaign speeches keeps 
calling Hillary “Crooked Hillary,” and his 
supporters keep chanting “Lock her up! Lock 
her up!” But most of the crookedness in the 
election is on Trump’s side. He loudly and 
brazenly boasts of his cleverness in exploiting 
every loophole to avoid paying taxes. He has 
steadily refused to publish his tax records 
because it would expose to public view that 
he has paid little or no taxes over the years. 
Recently a tax document of his was smuggled 
out which showed that in the mid-1990s he 
claimed a $916 million business loss, and used 
it to escape paying any taxes for 18 years. He 
styles himself a smart businessman; but in 
his career he has deliberately bankrupted six 
of his businesses, ruining shareholders and 

employees while he himself sailed high and 
unscathed. 

Trump says he started business with $1 
million from his father and has parlayed it into 
$10 billion; but trade experts assess his worth 
at $3.4 or $3.7 billion.

Speaking of crime, it may be Trump that 
needs to be prosecuted and locked up for 
violating the US embargo against Cuba when 
in 1998 his company spent money in Cuba 
exploring the prospects of building a casino 
there. He denies it; but the documents are 
clear.

There is ample evidence that Trump 
violated US laws in his handling of monies 
solicited by his Trump Foundation, using 
such monies to pay a court fine and purchase 
a photograph of himself. A cloud hangs over 
the foundation: it is not even clear what if any 
charitable work it does.

On the contrary, the Clinton Foundation 
is globally renowned for its charitable work. 
Trump badmouths it continuously, saying it 
was a cash cow for the private purse of the 
Clinton family; that it was a “pay for play” 
arrangement whereby Hillary Clinton,as 
Secretary of State, provided political or 
business favors to cash contributors. But 
probes into the records have shown that 
Trump is wrong.

Most of the argument in this election has 
consisted of ad hominem jabs; little attention 
has been paid to large issues affecting the 
well being of the vast majority of ordinary 
citizens. Trump claims he will cut taxes, 
create 15 million jobs over 10 years, bring 
back the corporations which migrated their 
manufacturing abroad in the past three 
decades, and raise America’s economic growth 
once again above 3 percent. 

But it’s mostly hot air; bogus. He is either 
vague or silent on how he would accomplish 
these enormous goals.

 How (with what incentives?) do you bring 
back corporations that went abroad for cheap 
labor and super-profits, leaving millions in 
America unemployed and the middleclass 
devastated? How do you raise significant 
money without raising taxes on the rich and 
super-rich individuals and corporations, as 
Hillary proposes? 

Election day and after will be interesting. 
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Quotes of the

Many computer users consider antivirus 
software essential, especially when access-
ing online content and downloading files 
or programs. Not all antivirus utilities are 
created equal: some offer more features 
than just virus detection. Understanding 
the various features offered by antivirus 
software allows you to compare different 
programs based on what functions they 
offer and to choose the virus protection 
that meets your needs.

The primary function of antivirus 
software is to detect and remove computer 
viruses. This is typically done by scanning 
files on your computer and comparing 
data in the files to a database of known 
virus signatures. This database is updated 
regularly, often several times each day, to 
ensure that your antivirus program has the 
most up-to-date virus definitions to detect 
all known virus threats. Most antivirus 
software has the ability to detect viruses 
both during a scan and in real time at the 
point of infection.

Many antivirus programs also moni-
tor your computer for signs that system 
components are not functioning correctly, 
which can be an indication that your 
system is infected even if a virus has not 
been detected. Upon recognizing system 
problems that are likely caused by a virus, 
the antivirus software can initiate a scan 
to detect the cause of the problem. If the 
scan detects a virus, the infected file will be 
quarantined, deleted, or otherwise treated.

Blogs
From the 

“In order to allow for a fair and independent investigation, 
it is incumbent on President Muhammadu Buhari to ask 
these ministers to step aside pending the conclusion of 
investigation into the allegations. Likewise, we call on the 
administration of the president to emulate the NJC”.  Dayo 
Adeyeye, National Publicity Secretary, PDP.
It is unfortunate that Nigerians have continued to have 
insincere government. A situation whereby political lead-
ers don’t look at their own spending but rather believe the 
best way to cut cost is no reduce the value of Nigerians 
is highly regrettable. So, every leader must also lead by 
example. Discipline starts from attitude to spending”.  
Ameachi Asugwani, Vice President of the Nigerian Labour 
Congress (NLC).
 
“I spoke with Yaya this morning and of course it is a private 
conversation so I know what happened, what he said, of 
course. It’s so important for Manchester City, that’s the most 
important thing.  And of course for Yaya, who I appreciate. 
I have known him for a long time. I read what he wrote 
and that’s all. Of course it is good news for Manchester City 
but it’s most important for Yaya as well”. Pep Guardiola, 
Manchester City manager .

Numbers
  €20m 
Real Madrid have returned 20.3 million euros to 
Madrid city council after the EU said it constituted 
“illegal” state aid, city officials said Friday.

$29.96bn
The Presidency on Thursday expressed optimism 
that the House of Representatives would approve 
request to borrow $29.9bn from foreign sources by 
President Muhammadu Buhari.


