
In this lesson, students will learn about the major events involving Native Americans in the 
west in the late 1800s. This topic is vast and multifaceted. Therefore, I decided to focus this 
lesson specifically on the Sioux Native Americans and those tribes that were allied with the 
Sioux. Teachers may choose to incorporate this lesson with A Cheyenne Odyssey- a Mission 
US game - however, this lesson can be utilized with or without game play. 

Great for grades 6 - 8!

How did the U.S government’s 
desire of land influence the lives of 
Native Americans?

8.3 EXPANSION AND IMPERIALISM: 
Beginning in the second half of the 
19th century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors contributed to 
a push for westward expansion and 
more aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

Students will analyze the 
interactions between the U.S and 
Native Americans in the late 
1800s.

8.3a.1 - Students will examine the 
effects of the transcontinental 
railroad on the movement toward 
westward expansion. 

8.2e.1 - Students will examine 
examples of Native American 
resistance to the western 
encroachment, including the Sioux 
Wars and the flight and surrender 
of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce.

Students will examine United 
States and New York State policies 
toward Native Americans, such as 
the displacement of Native 
Americans from traditional lands, 
creation of reservations, efforts to 
assimilate Native Americans 
through the creation of boarding 
schools, the Dawes Act, and the 
Indian Reorganization Act and the 
Native Americans’ various 
responses to these policies. 

Teachers should review the lesson and decide whether they wish to have students play the 
Mission-US game (located here). If they don’t wish to use the game, they should delete the 
associated slides from the presentation, and pages 7-8 from the notes packet. With the 
digital version, they just need to delete the associated slides. Make the necessary copies for 
students, and if teachers decide to have students play the Mission-US game, they should 
make sure that students can access the game. 
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Day
Procedure and Overview - With  Mission US - A 

Cheyenne ODYssey

Procedure and Overview - 
Without  Mission US - A 

ChEYENNE ODYSSEY

1

Discuss page 1 of the notes (slides 2-4) of the 
packet. This section introduces students to the 
framework for the following lessons, the Native 
American groups they will be learning about, and 
two major events for those groups that occurred 
during the Civil War. 

Play the prologue with students (It doesn’t have any 
choices and it’s easy for students to accidentally 
skip this section. 5 min. total) 
Then, have them register for the rest of the game. 

Discuss page 1 of the notes (slides 
2-4) of the packet. This section 
introduces students to the 
framework for the following 
lessons, the Native American 
groups they will be learning about, 
and two major events for those 
groups that occurred during the 
Civil War. 

2

Today, students should play part 1 of Mission-US: 
A Cheyenne Odyssey. Game play should take 
around 20 min. As students finish, have them 
answer the questions for part 1 (page 7). Once all 
students are finished (this will vary), teachers can 
discuss the questions with students and answer any 
questions they might have about the game. If 
possible, teachers might also discuss the Bozeman 
Trail (slide 7). 

Discuss the Bozeman Trail. Then, 
have a discussion with students 
regarding the development of the 
railroads in the west. Students will 
sort 8 primary sources (page 6) 
that discuss perspectives regarding 
railroad development (pages 2 and 
3 and slides 9 - 18). 

3

Discuss the Bozeman Trail if needed, and then have 
students play Part 2 of the game and answer the 
questions provided in the packet (game play will 
take around 20 minutes). Then, as time allows, have 
a discussion with students regarding the 
development of the railroads in the west. Students 
will sort 8 primary sources (page 6) that discuss 
perspectives regarding railroad development (pages 
2 and 3 and slides 9 - 18). If needed the document 
sort can continue into the next day of class. 

Discuss the remainder of the 
background information slides with 
students. The topics include the 
Fort Laramie Treaty and the Battle 
of Little Bighorn, Native American 
Boarding Schools, the Dawes Act, 
the Ghost Dance, and Wounded 
Knee (slides 26-30). 

4

If necessary, finish document sort. Then, students 
should play part 3 of the game. Students will 
complete the questions after finishing game play 
and teachers can discuss this portion of game play 
with students if time allows. (page 8)  

Students should spend the period 
answering the questions related to 
the videos linked on slide 33. (I 
think are the videos are very 
reasonable, but please preview 
before showing to students.)

https://www.mission-us.org/games/a-cheyenne-odyssey/


Peacefield History utilized many resources in the creation of this lesson. They 
include, but are not limited to the following: 

● https://blog.nativehope.org/sioux-native-americans-their-history-culture-and-
traditions

● https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/Plains-Indians/333305
● https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/frontierhouse/frontierlife/essay8_3.html
● http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.na.001
● https://www.mission-us.org/
● Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!
● James Henretta, America’s History

Student Sources:
● A copy of the handout (check to see which version you will be utilizing before 

copying. 

Teacher Sources:
● Link the handout in Google Slides 
● Link to the Classroom Presentation - This is to be used in coordination with the 

student handout. If teachers decide not to have students play the Mission US game, 
they just need to delete those slides. Those slides are labeled by Part ___. 

● Link to the Digital Version of the Classroom Presentation - This can be 
assigned in Google Classroom or edited slightly for a program like Pear Deck. Text is 
locked in the background for students. Just click slide - edit theme to edit. 
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Day
Procedure and Overview - With  Mission US - A 

Cheyenne ODYssey

Procedure and Overview - 
Without Mission US - A 

ChEYENNE ODYSSEY

5
Discuss the Fort Laramie Treaty and the Battle of 
Little Bighorn with students (slides 22-23). Then, 
they should play part 4 of the game and answer 
questions (page 8). 

Not Needed

6

Discuss the remainder of the background 
information slides with students. The topics include 
Native American Boarding Schools, the Dawes Act, 
the Ghost Dance, and Wounded Knee (slides 
26-30). With the playing of two videos, the slides 
will take a bit longer for students to complete. If 
class time remains, students should complete part 5 
and the epilogue. The epilogue can also serve as an 
introduction to class the next day. 

Not Needed

7

Any game play that was not finished the previous 
day should be completed today. Then, students will 
spend the rest of the period answering the 
questions related to the videos linked on slide 33. (I 
think are the videos are very reasonable, but please 
preview before showing to students.)

Not Needed

Great for grades 6 - 8!

How did the U.S government’s 
desire of land influence the lives of 
Native Americans?

8.3 EXPANSION AND IMPERIALISM: 
Beginning in the second half of the 
19th century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors contributed to 
a push for westward expansion and 
more aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

Students will analyze the 
interactions between the U.S and 
Native Americans in the late 
1800s.

8.3a.1 - Students will examine the 
effects of the transcontinental 
railroad on the movement toward 
westward expansion. 

8.3a.2 - Students will examine 
examples of Native American 
resistance to the western 
encroachment, including the Sioux 
Wars and the flight and surrender 
of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce.

8.3a.3 - Students will examine 
United States and New York State 
policies toward Native Americans, 
such as the displacement of Native 
Americans from traditional lands, 
creation of reservations, efforts to 
assimilate Native Americans 
through the creation of boarding 
schools, the Dawes Act, and the 
Indian Reorganization Act and the 
Native Americans’ various 
responses to these policies. 

http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.na.001
https://www.mission-us.org/


There were many, many Native American nations living in the western half of the United States in the 
1800s. Even within those living on the plains there were 6 language families and 30 separate tribes. 
By 1900, most tribes were forced to give up a good portion of their land and move to reservations. 

There were also innumerable conflicts that occurred between Native Americans and the U.S. 
government over the land in the west. So many, that we could spend a entire year of class just 
discussing SOME of what occurred. 

Unfortunately, we don’t have that much time. Therefore, we will focus on the events that occurred 
relating to a small intertwining group of Plains Indians. 

 

There were two main sections of the Sioux that 
we will reference. 

The Dakota Sioux had agreed to move to a territory 
within the new state of Minnesota. In return, they 
were supposed to receive payments from the state 
government - Minnesota government officials (including 
the governor) kept the money instead.
The Dakota suffered through several years of 
increasingly worse conditions (including crop failures, 
failed payments, and few hunting opportunities) and 
they were starving. Their anger over their circumstances 
led them to attack settlers in Minnesota and kill 500 
white people.
A military court arrested 307 Dakotas who were treated 
like criminals - not soldiers of war. Thirty-eight were 
sentenced to death and they were hanged in the 
largest execution in U.S. History.The rest of the 
Dakota Sioux had their treaties canceled and they were 
expelled from Minnesota.

The Northern Cheyenne were allied 
with the Sioux. Even though the Cheyenne 
were peaceful the Colorado militia - led 
by John M. Chivington - decided they 
were hostile. 

Led by Black Kettle, the Cheyenne decided 
to camp along the Sand Creek while they 
waited for a treaty (peace talks were in 
the works with U.S. officials). They were 
told to settle there by U.S. agents as they 
waited for a treaty signing. 

Chivington led his militia to attack the 
settlement while the men were hunting. 
Over two hundred women and 
children were slaughtered.

Name ________________________
Social Studies

Both of these events were awful and sad. They reflect the ever present tension that existed 
between the Native Americans in the west and the United States. They also provide context 
for the events that come next.  



After playing Part 1, answer the following questions:

In Part 1, Little Fox there are three major events relating to other tribes:

● There is concern that the Crow might have taken some of the Northern Cheyenne horses.
● Black Moon (a southern Cheyenne man), introduces himself and tells you that he wants to 

marry your sister. 
● You get into a foot race with some Lakota and Cheyenne. 

Little Fox also talks with Black Moon about how they trade with whites. (And depending on your 
game play, you might catch a glimpse of some white soldiers.) 

Q1. Interactions among the people in the west reflected both interdependence and competition. 
How did Part I of the A Cheyenne Odyssey reflect that statement?

Q2. In part 1, you see all kinds of images that tell you about the natural landscape of the Northern 
Cheyenne. Based on what you saw, how would you describe the geographic region where they lived? 

Name ________________________
Social Studies

Q1. Did you think the trading experience was fair? Did Little Fox get what he wanted? 

Q2. How did the trading experience reflect the interdependence of the region? 

Q3. Why do you think Little Fox’s Uncle asks him about him time with Many Horses (the other potential 
marriage candidate for Little BirdI)? Why might Little Fox’s opinion matter?


