
Adversity
James 1:12  Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

Things happen that you don’t have any control over.  
John 16:33  “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

2 Cor 4:8  We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;  2 Cor 4:9  
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;  2 Cor 4:10  Always bearing about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.

Job 14:1  Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.

Why does EVERYONE experience adversity!

We reap what we have sown.  
Gal 6:7  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

• Pet 2:7  and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men

Sometimes – God allows our FAITH us to be tested 
Gen 22:1  And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, 
Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 

We are in a sin CURSED world that is contrary to our nature.  
Heb 11:13  These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth.

Things happen -Period! 
Eccl 9:11  I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 
neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but 
time and chance happeneth to them all.
Luke 13:1  Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  Luke 13:2  Jesus answered, "Do you think that these Galileans 
were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way?  Luke 13:3  I tell you, 
no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.  Luke 13:4  Or those eighteen who died when the 
tower in Siloam fell on them--do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  
Luke 13:5  I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish."  

Our adversary the devil is trying to destroy us.
1 Th 2:18  Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered 
us.
1 Pet 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour:  1 Pet 5:9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

We can expect adversity in all areas of life.
John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.  Typical problems most have are…

• What is the WRONG WAY to deal with adversity?



• Play the Blame Game!  Look for a scapegoat – Blame it on yourself or someone else.

ALWAYS REMEMBER – the world HAS NO ANSWERS but GOD has ALL the answers!
1 Pet 5:7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

Phil 4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God.  Phil 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

What is the RIGHT WAY to deal with adversity?

Be honest and admit that you can’t make it by yourself and need God!
Psa 121:1  A Song of degrees. I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  Psa 
121:2  My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.

Psa 27:13  I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
Psa 27:14  Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on 
the LORD.

Find the “Secret place” of prayer, study and devotion.
Psa 91:1  He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.  Psa 91:2  I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I 
trust.

Isa 40:30  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:  Isa 40:31  But 
they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

1 Pet 5:7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  James 5:17  Elias was a man subject to like 
passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months.  James 5:18  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and 
the earth brought forth her fruit.

            REFUSE to give up or let it KEEP you down!  ACTIVATE YOUR WILL!

2 Ki 7:3  And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, 
Why sit we here until we die?  2 Ki 7:4  If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the 
city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto 
the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.

Allow yourself to be strengthened.  
Eph 4:16  From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love.

Eph 4:29  Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of 
edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

REMEMBER – every trial is temporary!



Fight the good fight of faith  .
Rom 8:31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

Become better – not bitter!


