
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 1988.1 

 

Openness in the Soviet Union  

Today we commend Christians in the Soviet Union, and especially Baptists, for their positive 
contributions, faithfully made in season and out, to their country's morality, culture and history.  

For many years the Baptist World Alliance has appealed to the government of the USSR to permit a larger 
measure of religious freedom for its people.  

At this General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Nassau, the Bahamas, July 1988, we:  

Acknowledge, with thanksgiving to God, a widening degree of openness afforded to all citizens by the 
government of the Soviet Union which has licensed the printing and importation of a substantial 
number of Bibles and religious books and permitted Baptists to take steps toward audiovisual 
production;  

Commend this openness and express to fellow Baptists in the USSR heartfelt and prayerful support, 
especially as they move toward the realization of their long-sought vision for a seminary for those 
called of God to proclaim the Word both to believers and unbelievers in their homeland; and  

Express the hope that this liberalizing spirit will continue to the realization of a new law about 
freedom of conscience for all citizens, thus facilitating the availability of Bibles, amnesty for all 
prisoners of conscience and the implementation of constitutional guarantees in the matters of ministry 
and religious training, especially for children and young people.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 
 


