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ENROLMENT 2015 
 

It was “all hands on deck” 
for Enrolment and  
Course Selection  

on January 13th and 14th. 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Phone: 5472 2249 

Email address: u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
 

Current 2015 Subscription Fee $50.00  

 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the month 

at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

HOWEVER 

The February Coffee Morning will be held on 

the last Friday in January….30th 

Host for the morning tea will be  

the Committee of Management. 

Hosts for March Coffee Morning 

"Issues That Concern" and "the Good, Bad and Excellent 
Film” classes. 

 

 Deadline for the MARCH 2015 Newsletter is FRIDAY 20th February 

THIRD THOUGHTS 

is available at  

 Coffee Mornings  

 The Information Centre @ Marketplace 

 The Citizens Information Centre 

 The Neighbourhood House 

 The Manse Classroom 

 The Office (Octopus) 

or viewed on the web.www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be emailed to 
u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left at the office. 

U3A Castlemaine’s Contact Information  
Committee of Management 

President    Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com    
Vice-President   Max Clarke  5475 1220    u3acm.vicepr@gmail.com                            
Secretary     Rob Murdoch 0418 397 400 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
Treasurer     Peter Batten  0413 530 621   u3acm.treas@gmail.com  
Course Co-Ordinator  Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President  Win Jodell  5472 3792  u3acm.ipp@gmail.com 
Volunteer Co-ordinator   Bev Orgill  5474 3050  u3acm.vol@gmail.com  
Communications Co-ordinator  Colleen Smith 0409 084 620 u3acm.commun@gmail.com  
Office Co-ordinator  Julie Roberts 0419 394 254  u3acm.office@gmail.com 
Events Co-ordinator     Joe Scoglio  5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 
 
Other Positions     
 
Network Representative  Dick Mack  0411 244 103 u3acm.pres@gmail.com  
Membership    Judy Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.members@gmail.com  
Newsletter Editor   Veronica Hurley 5472 1383  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
Course Administrator  Deidre McDougall 5447 9487  u3acastlemainecoursemanagement@gmail.com 
Assistant Secretary   Vacant 
Assistant Treasurer  Anet McDonald 5470 6497   
Computer Support       David Sime  5472 3756  u3acm.it@gmail.com 
Cake Roster/Raffle   Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182  berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
Celebrations/Tributes  Barbara Bunton 5472 3186  wil2bar@impulse.net.au     
Property    Hans van Gemert 5472 1082  elouera3@bigpond.com   
Trading Table   Audrey Richardson 5472 3867  keithaud@@gcom.net.au 
     Bev Orgill  5474 3050  philandbev@hotmail.com  
     Harvey Jacka 5470 5079  marionandharvey@gmail.com 
Website Manager   Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900  bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 
Office     P.O. Box 792 5472 2249  u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  
  

Website:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

PLEASE NOTE  
EARLY DEADLINE  

FOR MARCH NEWSLETTER 
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“From the Presidential Suite” 

Dick Mack 0411 244 103 

 
I hope by now you have all recovered from the excesses of the holiday period, and are still 

managing to hang on to some of your New Year resolutions! 

What a great success the enrolment days were!  Clement weather (remember last year’s heat –ugh!), and a 

smooth process through the tedium of joining/re-joining, paying fees, enrolling in classes, and completing the 

member survey.  Over 220 members on the two mornings, plus all those who signed up before or have post-

ed their forms.  And by my count, there were almost 30 volunteers to help on the days – a wonderful com-

mitment!  Thanks to all involved in the planning and implementation. 

New members were signed up on the MyU3A database – our new membership management system.         

Rejoining members were asked to fill out their membership form from scratch – a bit of an imposition, I 

know, but we want to make sure we’ve got all information correct and up to date for the new system. 

By the way, there’s a rumour that we paid thousands for the MyU3A system.  Not so!!  The program itself 

was obtained free from U3A Geelong who developed it, and will cost a few cents per member each year for 

maintenance.  Now if we had gone down the path of implementing the state U3A Network’s preferred      

version, that would have cost thousands!  

Thanks to all who completed the membership survey.  It’s produced some very interesting results – see be-

low– which we will use to lobby for a better deal for members , especially for U3A accommodation and for 

all the growing number of retirees in the Shire.  More broadly we intend to use the findings to alert the State 

Government to the value of U3As in contributing to the mental, physical, social and emotional well-being of 

retirees.  Thanks to the team who developed the survey and analysed the results. 

Classes start in a couple of weeks, and I hope you’re excited about the great range of courses we’re providing 

once again – old favourites and new offerings – thanks to the passion and knowledge of our many presenters. 

See you at Coffee Morning – 30th January, prior to classes commencing. 

 

There was an overwhelming response to our survey 

on the enrolment days. We received 226 completed 

forms – representing about half the membership. 

As this was enough to form a picture of our U3A, 

we did not wait to ask anyone enrolling late, or put 

the survey online.  

 

A full report will be discussed by the Committee 

and there will be a copy in the office and at coffee 

morning  as well as on the website. The key find-

ings below will be useful in our discussions with 

the Shire about our role in the community and our 

need for suitable and permanent premises. 

1. U3A has an important role to play in Mount                   

Alexander Shire in reducing isolation for older 

residents, providing educational and physical ac-

tivities and the opportunity for social interaction. 

2. There are seven women members for every three 

men. 

3. Half the members live alone, but the figure rises to 

60 per cent for those over 65 – while nearly three 

quarters of the men over 65 live alone. Members 

value U3A as a way to reduce isolation. 

4. More than half the members are educated to de-

gree level or above, but 6 per cent did not finish 

high school. 

5. Nearly two thirds of the members have an income 

of less than $30,000 a year ($45,000 for a couple). 

6. A third of members are affected by some form of 

disability; one in eight walks with difficulty, one in 

eight has hearing loss. 

7. Members are well connected with other commu-

nity organisations, on average participating in more 

than two other groups and maintaining a strong 

culture of volunteering. 
   

Membership Profile, January 2015 

Thanks to all the members who completed survey forms at enrolment! 
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VOLUNTEERS 
We are all aware of the importance of volunteers in 

our community. What we don’t always appreciate 

is the fact that volunteering can enrich our lives. 

We meet new people, we get to work with people 

we do know and we have a sense of achievement at 

the end of the day. 

 

Here is an opportunity to enrich your life. 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS  
For 

The Office; Julie Roberts 

The Communications Working Group; Colleen Smith 

The Governance Working Group; Max Clarke 

Volunteers and Volunteering; Bev orgill 

(Contact details page 2) 

 

None of the above tasks are burdensome. A meeting 

once a month for the Working Groups and One after-

noon a month for the Office.  

 

Give it a trial. You are not signing up for life. 

Just for fun! 

 

 

We also need someone to take on the responsibility  of 

sending out our bulk emails  on “MailChimp” 

Someone  who feels comfortable with the computer . 

Contact Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559  
u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com  
 
 
 

Manse Cleaner 
 
For the last few years this task has been undertaken by a 
couple; Firstly, Robert Murphy and his wife Mary Rossi 
and then Colleen and Allen Smith. 
 

Time for a change! 
 

This is not a heavy commitment.. Fortnightly is usually 
sufficient and one hour will easily see the job done. 
 
If you would be prepared to assist in this task  would you 
please phone the editor, Veronica Hurley on 5472 1383 
or email u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
 
Not everyone wants to commit to a full year but you may 
be prepared to help once a month, once a term , once a 
year. 

WANTED  

“A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS” 

Castlemaine U3A Office 
We need help! 

 

 Our aim is to upgrade the 'look' of the office and 

we are hoping there are some members who can 

help us. 

The curtains need to be renovated or else replaced. 

If you are able to get your sewing machine out to 

make these changes we would love to hear from 

you. Any cost of materials would of course be paid 

for by U3A. 

We intend to clean the existing carpet. We asked 

for a quote for a new carpet and the cost was out of 

our reach - however someone may have carpet tiles 

or a remnant that could be used. Again if so we 

would love to hear from you. 

Please ring Sally on 54706340 if you can help. 

A notice from the Treasurer 
  

Do you want your receipt? 
 

Did you fail to collect your receipt at any time you 

made a payment to U3A Castlemaine? 

Do you want them? 

They are kept for the current calendar year and can 

be collected from the Octopus during office hours. 

All uncollected receipts will be destroyed at the 

end of December. 

  

If you have any questions, please contact the 

 treasurer., Peter Batten  0413 530 621 

THANK YOU! 

 
Many thanks to Bev and Committee with much  

appreciation, after winning 1st prize at the          

December Coffee Morning. 

The hamper was delightful and very much enjoyed 

by myself and family in time for Christmas.  

Indeed, thank you all. 

Best regards, Barbara Bunton. 

 
 

mailto:u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com
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DWDV Workshop: "How the Law Applies to Dying with Dignity"  

Preparing an Advanced Care Plan in the context of the  
Victorian Legislation  

 

Victorian laws regarding end-of-life situations can seem complex. This workshop will explore how to plan for the sort 
of care we want and how to avoid the sort of care we don't want. This follows our introductory discussion session in 
May 2014 and will be completely different, conducted as a workshop by Dying with Dignity's (DWD)‚ Rodney Syme, 
who draws on his extensive knowledge of end-of-life situations and current legislation.  
 

The session aims to demonstrate how DWD’s Advance Healthcare Directive for various end-of-life situations 
can be used to document your treatment and refusal of treatment preferences and how to better make these 
preferences effective in the context of memory loss or other incapacity.  
 

There will be opportunities to discuss your concerns. 

 

Uniting Church Fellowship Room 
Monday 23 March 2015 (the week before the Easter term break & immediately after the Festival) 
10am to 1pm with a break for a cuppa  
 
All payments and bookings to Vic Say 5472 1841 
Vic will contact everyone who has booked to arrange payment in mid-February 
eMail: sayvf@castlemaine.net 

 
non-DWD members:  
$40; non-member pensioners \ card holders $30 
 
DWD members 
$25; member pensioners \ card holders $20  
 
Bookings essential, we have a maximum of about 25 - 30 people to allow for an interactive session.  

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Robyn Yeoman   Deidre McDougall 

Course Coordinator   Course Administrator 

 

1. Prospectus  
300 printed and distributed to date 
2nd Edition produced – includes omissions and corrections 
200 copies of 2nd edition requested from Federal member’s office, will be delivered early this week.  Will need 

to be folded and stapled.  
Course Selection form updated in line with 2nd edition. 

2. Enrolment Days 
Planning proved to be worthwhile. Many comments from members about it being a more efficient process this 

year. 
One consequence of the smoother flow of members through payment table was a queue at the course selection 

table. Many volunteers assisted at these times. We also identified a couple of minor changes which will be 
implemented next year. 

Main priority now entering course selections into MyU3A system and printing class lists.  Benefit of MyU3A is 
that the class list and the roll card are one and the same.  A bonus for course leaders. 

2a. MyU3A 
Appeared to work well on the days, enrolling members, taking payments and printing receipts. 
There was positive feedback from members who used the online system. 

2b. Survey to develop membership profile 
In spite of skepticism this was a very successful project.  Report tabled elsewhere.  

Congratulations and a very big thank you to the course coordination team for a job well done! 

3. Course Leaders Information Session 
Tuesday 27th January, 9.30am to 11am, Buda Garden Room 

mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
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Laws they DON'T teach 
 in Physics: 

 

Law of Probability - The probability of being 
watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of 
your act. 
 

Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong 
number, you never get a busy signal; someone    
always answers. 
 

Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic 
lanes), the one you were in will always move faster 
than the one you are in now. 
 

Law of the Bath - When the body is fully immersed 
in water, the telephone will ring. 
 

Law of Close Encounters - The probability of 
meeting someone you know INCREASES dramati-
cally when you are with someone you don't want to 
be seen with, or when you are wearing your Uggh 
boots and track suit.  

 
Law of the Result - When you try to prove to some-
one that a machine won't work, IT WILL!!! 
 

Law of Biomechanics - The severity of the itch is 
inversely proportional to the reach. 

Law of Physical Surfaces - 
The chances of an open- faced jam sandwich land-
ing face down on a floor are directly correlated to 
the newness and cost of the carpet or rug. 
 

Law of Logical Argument - Anything is possible IF 
you don't know what you are talking about. 
 

Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon 
as you find a product that you really like, they will 
stop making it OR the store will stop selling it! 
 

Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an ap-
pointment to go to the doctor; by the time you get 
there you'll feel better, but don't make an appoint-
ment and you'll stay sick.        Thanks to Frank Pederick 

CAR TRAIL  
 

This years Car Trail/Tour will be on 

Wednesday 29th April. 

 

Please note that this is the fifth Wednesday so it 

won’t conflict with your other classes. 

Put it in your calendar now. 

In the past these excursions have proved to be both 

enjoyable AND educational and a great way to 

meet members with whom you do not normally 

share a class. 

DID YOU KNOW 
Q.. If you were to spell out numbers, 
how far would you have to go until you 
would find the letter 'A'?  
A. One thousand  
 
Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire  
escapes, windshield wipers and laser 
printers have in common?  
 
A. All were invented by women.  

A few words from Maggie Fookes 

Guest Speaker at  

the March Coffee morning. 
 

Writing is not my favourite pastime; I find it     

difficult but I have always been interested in     

documentary film. Curiously, writing and film 

making are both concerned with observing and 

recording the things that happen around us. I like 

to observe other people’s lives and hear their 

thoughts and feelings. 

I am fascinated by the change in approach to re-

cording events, even in my lifetime, especially as 

film gave way to digital production. I made one 

rather indulgent feature length video documentary 

and then retreated back into short films. I think the 

film I will show , “Pleasure Domes”, is my best 

film. It is a narrative about the view looking out to 

Port Phillip Bay from my balcony in St Kilda in 

1987. It is an introspective reflection on the nature 

of landscape and how people have responded to it. 

The images are derived from animated                

watercolour drawings, with some hand coloured 

black and white photocopies of photographs. For 

the soundtrack, Chris Knowles takes recognisable 

recorded sounds and makes acoustic patterns with 

them. The voice over is narrated by actress, Julie 

Forsythe. 

I have another film in the development stage at the 

moment, which I hope will be even better! One day 

perhaps I will show it in my very own cinema, as I 

have recently joined the Royal Family and become 

the licensee of the Theatre Royal.  

P.S. I invite you to try our new ice cream. Ask any-

one from John Waldie’s U3A Film Group 

on Monday mornings. 

It’s home made in Castlemaine! 
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CAN IT REALLY BE TWO MONTHS AGO? 

Launch of 2015 Prospectus  and Christmas Luncheon as well as an inspiring talk 

about The Mount Alexander Shire Accommodation and Respite Group 

(MASARG)  at the December Coffee Morning 

 
President, Dick Mack, 
addresses a packed 
house…and everyone 
was in good spirits. 

Entertainment 

Good Company 
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COMMUNITY NOTES 

MetOpera  
@  

TheatreRoyal  
 
phone 5472 1196 for scheduling dates and 
times for the following operas, coming soon 
in HD: 
 

Rossini's  
Il Barbiere di Siviglia 

 

Wagner's  
Die Meistersinger von Nurnburg 

 

Lehar's  
The Merry Widow 

 

Offenbach's Les Contes d'Hoffman 

 U3A  CVAU 
 
 CVAU  U3A 

 
 
 
 
Central Victorian Apple Users 

 
Meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 

the Salvation Army Hall, Kennedy Street 
Castlemaine at 7pm 

 
2015 PROGRAM  

 
Thursday 26th February 2015 

“House Keeping Your Apple Devices” 
 

Thursday 26th march 
“iBooks, reading or Purchasing Online” 

 
Plus very popular Q&A sessions at all meetings . 

Other interesting items as they occur. 

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS  

In December, most of the Office Volunteers were 

able to gather for a Morning Tea in order to thank 

George Gray, the retiring Office Manager, to meet 

Julie Roberts, our new Office Manager, thank Sally 

for her support and last but not least to meet one 

another. 

A lovely morning was had by all. 

Castlemaine Community  
Kitchen Garden 

 
Everyone is welcome to come and share friendship, 
produce and gardening skills every Wednesday be-
tween 10.00am and 12.30pm at the Castlemaine 
Community Kitchen Garden. 
 
The garden is centrally located next to  the car park 
behind Castlemaine Continuing Education, 30 Tem-
pleton Street, Castlemaine. It is free to join and ac-
cessible to all with 16 raised garden beds. 
 
Gardening is great for your health and wellbeing 
and the Community Kitchen Garden offers an op-
portunity for you to take home fresh produce for a 
healthy meal.  
 
Launched in December 2013, the Community Kitch-
en Garden is an exciting partnership between     
Castlemaine Continuing Education, Castlemaine 
Community House and Council’s Healthy, Active 
Living Mount Alexander project, funded by the Aus-
tralian Government. 
 
For more information please call Castlemaine Com-
munity House on 5472 4842. 
 
 

Castlemaine Community Lunch 
Every Tuesday at 12.30 at the Anglican Hall.  

All welcome. 

CLASS DATE CHANGE 
 

French Revolution -  
the death of a regime 

 

Wednesdays 

15th July to 19th August 2015 

12.30-2pm 
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CLASS NOTES 

ISSUES OF CONCERN                     

Carol Dorman 5472 4429  

The last session of Issues before the Christmas/

New Year break tried to concentrate on good 

news and predictions for 2015. It was not easy. 

There was precious little political good news 

but we found that medicine and science provid-

ed some.  

 

 There have been advances in stem cell research 

with the discovery of the pluripotent cell which 

is able to become any cell type in the body and 

has the potential to be used to grow new organs 

and transplant tissue.  

Aircraft are now more efficient thanks to better 

fuel and wing shape. The Airbus A380 is one of 

the most environmentally advanced aircraft in 

the sky. With fuel efficiency as low as 3.1 litres 

per 100 passenger kilometres, ultra-quiet en-

gines, it uses many light-weight components. 

You may not believe that violence is decreasing 

worldwide but a Harvard professor has studied 

historic violence and has declared that brutality 

is in decline and empathy is increasing. In fact, 

he says we may be living in the most peaceful 

era in human existence. The ease with which 

scenes of violence can be broadcast into our 

homes today gives a false impression of its like-

lihood in our own lives. If you would like to 

know more about these ideas the professor has 

written a book, "The Better Angels of Our Na-

ture: Why Violence Has Declined",  author Ste-

ven Pinker. 

 

Robert Murphy 

 

It is with sadness that we heard of the 

passing of Robert Murphy.  

Robert died peacefully, in his sleep in a Bendigo 
Hospice in December. His ashes were spread     
under the Californian redwoods at Mt Franklin 

where he and Mary (Rossi) were married. 

Mary and Robert were members for just a short 
time but both enjoyed their interaction with our 

members and their classes, especially the Car Trail 
led by Wilson Bunton. They also managed a “loop 

around Australia” before Robert was admitted to 
the Hospice. 

Mary and Robert were also responsible for the 

cleaning of the Manse Classroom  during 2013. 

Our thoughts are with Mary who now resides in 
Bendigo. 

 
Jude Jackson 

 
Jude, a member of our U3A for some years, died at 

the age of 74 in Melbourne on News Years Day 

2015. She had a peaceful death after a fairly long 

illness. Many in the Castlemaine and the Bendigo 

communities knew her as a teacher, then as an        

innovative C.E.O. of Women's Health and Intellec-

tual Disability organisations. She always passed on 

her knowledge generously to fellow workers and 

encouraged all to reach their potential. After retir-

ing she served on the Board of Management of Cas-

tlemaine Health for a number of years. Many 

friends and former colleagues attended a memorial 

service for her in Melbourne.  

A fuller obituary will be in the next newsletter.  

Elizabeth Rider. 

VALE 

 
AND I QUOTE 

 

The most beautiful things in the world 
Cannot be seen, nor touched, 

But are felt in the heart. 
 

Helen Keller 
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CLASS NOTES 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -  

OUR SHARED HISTORY 
Felicity Say 5472 1841 
 

Tuesday, 3rd. February 

For many Australians, if not most, the name of Al-

bert Namatjira represents the first Aboriginal artist 

they'd ever heard of and whose paintings revealed 

an Australia they scarcely knew existed; a land-

scape  of unimagined  colour and vibrancy.   

Namatjira rose to 

prominence at a time 

when the Govern-

ment's policy of     

Aboriginal Assimila-

tion meant that, "to 

survive and prosper, 

the Aborigines must live and work and think as 

white Australians do".  Namatjira's life at such a 

time, the mid 1900's, reveals much that is confront-

ing today and will be the focus for our first session 

of the year. 

 

Tuesday, 17th. February 

The paintings which emerged from 

the Government settlement of Pa-

punya in Central Australia in the 

1970's became the nucleus of an art 

movement which grew from strength to 

strength.  The film "Aboriginal Art in Australia" 

provides an overview of some of the early desert 

painters who rose to prominence, as well as the 

paintings long recognized and formerly known as X

-ray Art from Arnhem Land. 

 

By the end of the 20th. Century, such was the 

acknowledgement and international acclaim of Ab-

original Art that Australia was invited to mount an 

exhibition for display in the Winter Palace in St. Pe-

tersburg.  "World of Dreaming" provides a fascinat-

ing glimpse of that momentous undertaking. 

 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY  
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 

 
The first gathering for the Australian History group 

in 2015 will be at 2.00pm, on Monday 9th Febru-

ary, at the home of Geoff and Beth.  Phone for       

details, if necessary. 

OVER 80s Luncheon Group             

Eileen Park  5472 5213   
 
Our first outing is on Wednesday, February 11 and 

we will meet at the Doveton Corner Store, corner of 

Doveton and Hargraves Streets, Castlemaine at 

12.30pm. 

Please note; this year would you please confirm 

your attendance by the Monday prior to our        

uncheon (this month 9th) for catering purposes, to 

either Eileen Park 54725213, or Betty Henchman on 

54722139. 
 

Looking forward to greeting old 

and new friends! 

 

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                   
Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 
 

The first get-together for those who have joined or 

still want to join this year's Solo Group will be at 

the home of Eva Haarburger on 21st of February at 

12.30. BYO lunch and any  stories on what you did 

during the  (almost) 3 months break !  

Looking forward to seeing you. 
 

THIRD FRIDAY   

Garden GROUP  
Bronwen Stephens  5472 3904  
Janet Waldie 5472 5411. 
 
 

The first meeting of the Friday Garden Group, on 

the 20th of February at 10 am, will be of  a general 

nature where we have a chance to meet each other 

and to discuss our particular interests and nurseries 

and gardens we’d like to visit. Members will be ad-

vised of the address for this meeting closer to the 

day. I look forward to meeting you all then. 
 

 

FOUND 
Camera found at the Manse Room - please contact 

Bev Orgill 0459 324 455. 

Are you missing anything after the Xmas Coffee 

Morning Luncheon? 

Beverley Orgill still has some unclaimed and  

leftover items. phone 0459 324 455:  
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SINGING TOGETHER                                                               
Angela Sye 0434 201 701 
 

As the year 2015 unfolds, we prepare for 

new activities in our organisation. 

After the coffee morning on 30 January we will com-

mence our year of singing on Tuesday, 3rd February, 

in the Salvation Army Citadel, commencing at 

3.30pm and ending at 5.30pm. 

Any members having outstanding files and music, 

please bring them to our first meeting.  We will be 

starting a few new songs and I intend to book a few 

performances fairly early in the year. 

I am sure we are all looking forward to getting back 

into tune and meeting each other again.   

We welcome anyone who wishes to join our group – 

the only requirement is that you enjoy music and 

singing.  No great musicianship skills are required. 

See you all on 3rd February and welcome to any new 

members who wish to join us. 
 
 
 

 

Opera -  
an occasional evening series  
Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

Verdi's  Il Trovatore - Friday 6th Feb @ 7pm 

 

We will watch a DVD of the production from 

Austria's 2006 Bregenz Festival with Thomas 

Rosner conducting the Vienna Symphony Or-

chestra, the Moscow Chamber Choir and the 

Bregenz Festival Choir; lead roles are sung by 

Carl Tanner, Manrico - Iano Tamar, Leonora - 

Zeljko Lucic, Il Conte di Luna and Marianne -

Cornetti Azucena. 

 

The production divides critics - we love it and 

were riveted throughout. But be warned, set on 

a modern petrochemical plant with fire spouting 

all around, the floating stage is built on Lake 

Constance so singers are miked; a spoiler for 

some purists. Purists ourselves so often - we 

nevertheless encourage all interested to come 

and share the evening - and their responses. 
 

 

CLASS NOTES 

Requiem & thEN. . .   
Vic Say 5472 1841 :  

 

The Cistercian Monks of the Stift 

Heiligenkreuz Abbey in the Vienna woods of 

Austria, founded in 1133, sing, not for the sake 

of music but as prayer. Known for Pope   

Gregory the Great who died in 604, Gregorian 

chant is intended to help us 'open the soul . . .  

regain clarity, strength and peace . . . restore 

order . . . find meaning . . . (and) joy.'   What 

better way to quietly spend an afternoon to-

gether and get the year going on the right 

note.  

 

Friday, Feb 20th - 1.30pm   

Ockeghem's requiem of about 1470 

 

Ockeghem's is the earliest surviv-

ing polyphonic setting of the Requiem Mass. It 

is suggested that the lack of polyphonic 

settings until the late 15th century was due to 

the perception that polyphony was not sober 

enough for requiem, so this marks the begin-

ning of a great journey of musical develop-

ment from the monophonic unaccompanied 

singing of Gregorian chant - a journey we will 

share and enjoy during our sessions together. 

Ockeghem remains in the unaccompanied tra-

dition, but such is the purity of some of the 

polyphonic notes, one sometimes has to con-

sciously hold on to the fact that these are vocal 

instruments, not musical instruments in the 

ordinary sense. 

 
 

Golf Croquet -  

Introduction                       
Peter Batten 0413 530 621   5472 3664  
pbatten@internode.on.net    

 

6pm to 8pm, commencing Wednesday 11 Febru-

ary 

Castlemaine Bowling & Croquet Club 

Berkely Street, Castlemaine 

 

mailto:pbatten@internode.on.net
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February 2015     U3A Castlemaine 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 

9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
Merit 
10.45am French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
2pm French Language & 
        Literature 

3 

10am Aboriginal  
          History 
10.30am Intuitive  
               Development 
1.30pm Bridge  
1.30pm Book Discussion 
Group 
3.30pm Choral  

4 

9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German lI 
9.30am Music  
             Appreciation 
9.30am Table Tennis 
11am German llI 
1.30pm Bridge Introduc-
tion 
2.15pm French for  
Travellers 

5 

9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness Medi-
tation 
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mar-Jong players 
4.30pm Solo Whist 

6 

10am Tai Chi seated  

12.45pm Issues that 
Concern               

 1.30pm Requiem       
7pm Opera – an  
        occasional evening 
        series 

9 
9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of  
               Merit 
10.45am French III 
11.30am Latin I 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

10 

10am How to think like 
a Mathematician 
10.30am Intuitive 
              Development 
12.30pm Digital Photog-
raphy Basics 
1.30pm Bridge                              
3.30pm Choral  

11 

8.30am Bush Walking 
9am Bush Rambling                
9.30am German lI 
9.30am Table Tennis 
10am Circle Dancing   
11am German llI 
12.30pm Over Eighties  
               Luncheon 
1.30pm Bridge Intro 
2pm Understanding  
         Opera  
2.15pm French for  
Travellers  
6pm Golf Croquet 

12 

10am Mindfulness  
          Meditation 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin IV 
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mar-Jong players 

13 

10am Tai Chi seated 
10am English Literature 
12.45pm Issues that  
             Concern 
3pm Genealogy Online 
 

16 
9.30am French II 
9.30am Tai Chi 
10.30am Art Workshop 
1030am Movies of Merit 
10.45 French III 
12.15pm Italian II 
2pm French Language &  
        Literature 

17 

10am Aboriginal History                
10.30am Intuitive 
              Development 
12.30pm Digital Photog-
raphy Basics 
1.30pm Bridge 
2.45pm Adagio to  
Vivace 
3.30pm Choral  

18 

9.30am German II 
9.30am Table Tennis  
10am Circle Dancing 
11am German III 
1.30pm Ballet  
             Appreciation  
1.30pm Bridge Introduc-
tion  
2.15pm French for  
Travellers  
6pm Golf Croquet 

19 

9.30am Italian lll     10am 
Mindfulness Meditation            
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging 
1.30 Mar-Jong players 

 
4.30pm Solo Whist  

20 

9.30am Good, Bad,  
          Excellent … Films 
10am Tai Chi seated 
10am Friday Morning 
          Garden Group 
12.45pm Issues that 
Concern 
1.30pm Requiem 
3pm Genealogy Online 
 
Solo Group 
Saturday 21st 12.30pm 
 

23 
9.30am French II 9.30am 
Tai Chi 
10am Let’s Read a Play 
10.30am Art Workshop 
10.30am Movies of Mer-
it 
10.45am French III 
11.30am Latin I 
12.15pm Italian II 
1.30pm Latin II 
2pm Australian History 

24 

10am How to think like 
Mathematician 
10.30am Intuitive  
               Development 
12.30pm Digital Photog-
raphy Basics 
1.30pm Bridge 
2pm Mah-Jong for be-
ginners  
2.45pm Adagio to Viva-
ce 
3.30pm Choral 

25 

8.30am Bush Walking 
9am Bush Rambling 
9.30am German II 
9.30am Table Tennis 
10am Circle Dancing 
11am German III 
1.30pm Bridge Introduc-
tion 
2.15pm French for  
Travellers 
6pm Golf Croquet  

26 
9.30am Italian III 
10am Mindfulness Medi-
tation 
10.30am Latin III 
11.30am Latin IV 
1.30pm Photography & 
Digital Imaging  

1.30 Mar-Jong players 

27 

9.30am Good, Bad, Ex-
cellent …Films  

10am Tai Chi seated    
12.45pm Issues that 
Concern                      

3pm Genealogy Online 
 


