
 
 

 
 

July 14-20 
Youth Mission Trip to St. Louis 

 
July 15 First Friends @Imagination Station 
 
July 21 Summer Pick-Up Choir 
 
July 28 Summer Pick-Up Choir 
 
July 24 Neighborhood Picnic at  

SL Central Park 
 
Aug. 2 &3 

Coast Guard Parking Fundraiser 
 
Aug. 5 First Friends @Imagination Station 
 
Aug. 14 Neighborhood Picnic at North 

Beach Park 

Upcoming Events 
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Update from the EarthCare Team: 
Harvest Table 

 

Many of us like to garden, and, we like to garden SO much that we invariably 
have extra veggies.   
 

Starting July 6th, we’ll have a clearly labeled 
“harvest table” placed in the Gathering Area. 
Please bring in your extra fruits and veggies on 
Sunday mornings. Take home the produce/plants 
that you want, free for the taking. Bring your own 
re-usable bags, as NO bags will be supplied.  We’d also like to encourage you 
to provide a copy of your favorite recipe, related to the produce you brought, 
that can be displayed on the same table. 
 

I came to love my rows, my beans, though so many more than I wanted.  
They attached me to the earth, and so I got strength like Antaeus. 
 -  Henry David Thoreau  

Take the Pledge: Plastic Free July! 
 

The EarthCare Team, (formerly known as “The Green  

Committee”) invites you to join millions of people reducing 

their plastic waste. 
 

Plastic Free July is a global movement that helps millions of 

people be part of the solution to plastic pollution – so we can 

have cleaner streets, oceans, and beautiful communities. Will you be part of 

Plastic Free July by choosing to refuse single-use plastics?” 
 

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/  

Ride Your Bike to Church! 
 

Summer time is the perfect time to ride your bike to church, and thanks to the 
efforts of the EarthCare Team, we will soon have a bike rack to use once you 

get here! 
 

If it’s possible, make a plan to ride your bike to church one  
Sunday a month. It’s a great way to get exercise and fresh air, 
and save gas too!  

Mission Committee 

July Food Collection 
 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries. This month’s  
donations will go to Love in Action.  
 
Special requests are for:  

 Hamburger or Tuna Helper 

 Canned meat or tuna 

 Baked beans 
 
Please bring donations 
to the designated spot 
in the Gathering Area.  
 
Thank you!  
 

https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/take-the-challenge/
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Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, Dave McDonough,  

Robert Erskin, June Lindberg,  

Garry Mesler, Barbara Race, Joan 

Tandler, Sandy Teunis, Carol Winton, 

Gerry VanStratt, and our service men 

and women 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Jerry and Helen Richard on the 

death of Jerry’s mother, Donna  

Richard, on June 15, 2019. 
 

 to Jeff & Kim Terrill and Guy & 

Alishia Terrill on the death of Jeff 

and Guy’s father, Merlin Terrill, on 

June 27, 2019. 
 

Thank You: 

 “We would like to thank every one 

who brought food, sent cards, made 

phone calls and offered prayers  

during Mary Jo's surgery and recovery. 

It is great to have such a wonderful 

church family. Carl especially  

enjoyed not having to cook every 

night.  I am well on my way to full 

recovery, and thank you again for all 

your prayers.  God is surely good. 

         - Mary Jo and Carl Nass 
 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays 
of our members and friends who  
are no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 

  

 
July 28 Laurel Hendrick 

17880 Merrywood Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Aug. 26 Dorothy Jullie 

15603 Grand Point Drive 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

14 Health Benefits  
of Singing: 

1. Reduces stress 

2.  Improves mood 

3.  Lowers blood pressure 

4.  Improves breathing 

5.  Reduces perceived pain 

6.  Boosts immune system 

7.  Improves sense of rhythm 

8.  Promotes learning in children 

9.  Forges comforting memories 

10.  Promotes communal bonding 

11.  Provides comfort 

12.  Motivates 

13. Empowers  

14. Promotes well-being  
 

Summer Pick-Up Choir is back!  

It’s easier than going to the gym and 

cheaper than a therapist! 
 

Please join us on Sundays, July 21 & 

28 at 8:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) for 

rehearsal, and then lead worship for 

our 9:00 service. 
 

Questions? Contact Maryanne: 

mbeery@fpgh.org 

Summer  
Neighborhood Picnics 

 

It’s that time of year again, 
so mark your calendars 
for our neighborhood 
summertime picnics! 
 

Our neighborhood picnics give you a 
chance to connect with people who 
live in your neck of the woods! The 
picnics are at local parks, so kids can 
run and play together. This is also a 
great chance to get to know members 
who may attend a different worship 
service than you typically attend. 
 

Dates and Locations: 
Wednesday, July 24:  

Central Park in Spring Lake 
 

Wednesday, August 14:  
North Beach Park (picnic shelter) 

 

Time: 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a side dish or dessert to share  

...bag chairs if desired 
 

Chicken will be provided 
 

If you can’t make the picnic in your 
neighborhood, feel free to come to 
any of the others that fit your schedule. 

Welcome New Members! 
 

In June we were happy to welcome the following new members to First  

Presbyterian Church: 
 

 Falecha Beveridge and granddaughter Alexis Lund 

 Bridget Dephouse and children Link, Wren, and Brea 

 Darin and Samantha Douglass and children Story and Leah 

 Karen Flanigan 

 Nancy and Paul Heinemann 

 Amanda and Matt Nixon and children Caleb and Chloe 

 Anne and Scott Rowley and son Braydon 

 Ann Satter 

 Adam Suchecki 

 Lisa Tobin 
 

We also welcomed Vikky and Greg Kindt, but didn’t  

receive their photo in time to be included in the bulletin 

insert. When you see this lovely couple, be sure to give 

them a big welcome! Greg and Vikky Kindt 
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From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

The 
 rhythms of summer are  

finally settling in. The  

summer weather is taking its time,  

but the different way of life the  

summer offers is here for sure. Many 

of our kids are heading off to camp. 

I’ve seen pictures of “Flat Jesus” 

showing up all over the world – 

thanks to the travels of our members. 

Sunday mornings have been full, but 

they just aren’t as frenetic as they are 

during the program year. Summer is a 

blessing, especially here on glorious 

Lake Michigan.  

 

We’ve been without an associate  

pastor for half a year, and I want to 

express my appreciation to the whole 

staff and leadership of the church for 

the energy and imagination they’ve 

put into carrying on with the ministry. 

There are definitely  things that we’ve 

left undone. There are certainly things 

that we’ve had to say “not now” to. 

Yet, the ministry has hummed along. 

It’s a testament to the strength of this 

church and its staff.  

But Kristine and her family are  

showing up late this month! Yes!  

I am so excited to have her joining 

our staff team. They have a lot of 

work to do transitioning this month, 

so I invite you to be in prayer for 

them. Moving is hard and stressful. 

There will be tangible ways we can 

welcome the family to Grand Haven, 

so keep your eyes and ears open. You 

should see sign-ups to help feed the 

family while they settle in. There 

should be opportunities to help them 

get their house move-in ready. I’m 

sure they’ll want to know about what 

they should do in Grand Haven and 

West Michigan. Just as your pastors 

care for you, it is so helpful to show 

your love and care for your pastors – 

especially when they’re new!  

 

I have felt great energy in the church 

over the past few months, particularly 

around the Core Values and around 

welcoming a new pastor here. It’s 

encouraging to see vision come into 

focus in this time, and I trust that we 

will build on all the good things God 

is doing. It’s also been nice seeing 

long-term plans come to fruition. The 

Ferry Legacy Society tree in the  

Gathering Area is one of those. I look 

forward to dedicating this in August 

and in growing significantly the  

legacy giving of our church.  

 

Finally, summer is a great time to 

spend time with other church members. 

I invite you to find a new person or 

family to have a conversation with, to 

take out for coffee, or to have over for 

dinner. We are better together, and 

building bonds across the church and 

generations strengthens us.  

 

Enjoy the summer. See you at the lake. 

Or at the ice cream stand. Or down-

town. Or wherever our paths cross.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Troy  

 

 

From the Session  

 

News From the June Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session  
meeting. If you would like more details, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 We voted to welcome all the new members who joined in June. 
 We received training on Realm, the church’s online directory. 
 We had a good conversation about how to better connect volunteers to the church’s ministry needs.  

Pairing volunteers with ministries is becoming a strategic priority for the church. 

 We cancelled the July Session meeting.  
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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In Our Church 

Tidings article deadline for August 2019 issue: July 21, 2019 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

 

From the Mission Committee 

Feeding Hungry Kids 
in Muskegon Heights 

 

Did you know that through your  
generosity and volunteerism, the  
Mission Committee is able to support 
the Greater Anointing Apostolic Faith 
Church in Muskegon Heights with 
their program to feed children there? 
The church is located across the street 
from housing projects, and the program 
began when church members  noticed 
there were hungry kids with no place 
to go after school. They decided it 
was God's call to feed those children. 
 

With very little resources as a small 
congregation, they started offering a 
meal to the kids after school. Now 
they are feeding 80 to 120 people 
(mostly children) three times a week. 

Every three months, volunteers from 
First Presbyterian Church take the 
church van to Hungry for Christ, a 
food distribution warehouse in Hamil-
ton, MI, and deliver a large load of 
food to Greater Anointing Church.  
 

The church is giving kids who live in 
a dangerous neighborhood full bellies 
at night. Thank you for letting us 
serve Christ in these children at 
Greater Anointing. 
 

Central School  
Support 

 

Another local mission of First  
Presbyterian Church is support for 
Central High School students. Our 
support includes visiting with and 
mentoring students, donations of food 

and clothing, and this summer we 
have volunteers staffing the food  
pantry. The principal and teachers are 
delighted that First Presbyterian  
volunteers are enabling students who  
depend on pantry items to access this 
source of food while the school is 
closed for summer break. 
 

Keep an eye out for additional ways 
you will be able to help these students 
in the near future.  
 
 
 

Stay connected to our church wherever you go with Realm! 
 

Realm is a great tool to connect with other church members, update your profile information  
and photo, RSVP to events, manage your giving, and send messages. It also serves as an online 
church directory. 
 

Realm can be used on your computer (go to onrealm.org) or as an app on your smart phone (go 
to Google Play or iTunes and download Connect - Our Church Community for free). 
 

To log into Realm, you will need to enter your email and a password. To receive a password, simply send an email to 
staff@fpgh.org asking for one. After that, follow these simple steps to log into your Realm account: 
 

1. You will receive an invitation to join our online community. The email will include a link for you to click on to  
create your account.  

2. When you click on the link, you will be brought to a page where you will create a password (make sure you check 
the box that says “I’m not a robot”).  Click on the button that says “Register.” 

3. You will see a screen that tells you to check your e-mail. 
4. Go to your email and open the message from First Presbyterian Church. It will ask you to verify your email by 

clicking on a link. The link will bring you to the Realm sign in page. 
5. On the sign in page, enter your email address and your newly created password. 
6. You are now at the last step! You will be asked to verify your birthday. Once your birth date has been verified, you 

are ready to start using Realm! 
 

If you have questions, please contact the church office at 616-842-6760 or Kelli Jullie at kjullie@fpgh.org. We will be 
glad to personally walk you through the set-up process. 

https://onrealm.org/FPGH/SignIn
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.acstechnologies.android.realm.engagement&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/connect-our-church-community/id1052274581?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
mailto:kjullie@fpgh.org


 

Becky Burton (High School Leader) 

Becky participates in youth ministry because she believes our youth are amazing  
and worth our time and energy. They never cease to amaze her.  
 

Fun Fact: Becky is currently rebuilding her father’s home! She also enjoys race car driving. 
 

 
 
David Jones (Middle School leader) 

David participates in youth ministry because youth group was one of the most important  
parts of his life growing up, and shaped him into who he is today. Being able to help provide  
that experience to others as a volunteer leader is a joy and an honor. The next generation of  
young people are inspiring to him. 
 

Fun Fact: in his free time, David records his own podcast!  

 
Heather Force (Middle School Leader) 

Heather participates in youth ministry because she did not have these opportunities growing up  
and believes it is extremely important to connect with and support God’s children in all phases  
of life. She cannot think of a more fun and easy way to get involved in the church. The weekly  
gatherings are laid back but meaningful. The kids are awesome! 
 

Fun Fact: Heather really likes rocks. She likes looking at them and thinking about them. 

 
Dylan Lambert (Middle School Leader) 

Dylan participates in youth ministry because he wants to live into the lives of youth the way  
his leaders lived into him growing up. Dylan believes that our youth are the future of the church 
and need strong mentors in their lives to help shape and mold their faith.  
 

Fun Fact: Dylan is married to youth director Maddie! Dylan also really loves board games -  
particularly strategy games.  
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Our Youth Need YOU! 
 

Did you know that more than 60  
students actively participate in the life 
of our church and youth ministry  
program? On average we have 25-35 
students join us each week for youth 
group, 20 students participate in our 
mission trips each summer, and 40 
students celebrate with us at special 
events. That’s a lot of really amazing 
young people! It is our mission to 
empower each of these students to 
use their God-given gifts not only in 
the life of this ministry but in  
the world as well.  

Research says that for just one  
student to feel vital, supported, and 
loved he or she needs at least 5 adults 
outside of their family system to  
engage in mentor relationships with 
them. This year, we would love to 
start working towards that goal by 
engaging each student with at least 1 
adult mentor. But, we can’t do this 
without you. Our youth program 
needs more adults willing to gift their 
time and energy to the program. This 
can be through: 
 

 committing to becoming a youth 
leader on Sunday nights 

 individual mentor relationships 

 joining us for retreats and special 
events; and  

 serving dinner on Sundays 
 

Right now, our most immediate need 
is for leaders on Sunday night for our 
high school students. A leader’s role 
on Sundays is to participate in the 
games, share a meal, and engage in 
large and small group discussions. 
You do not have to be perfect or a 
bible expert to join us! All you need 
is an open mind and a desire to learn 
about the Lord with and from the 
youth. Looking to learn more? Ask 
one of our current leaders! 
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Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

FPC Financial Update 
as of May 31, 2019 

 
Offerings Received  

Year-to-Date 
$411,352 

 
Expenditures Paid  

Year-to-Date 
$403,648 

 
 

To all who give to support the  

mission of the church—thank you! 

You make the ministry go! 
 

If you are not a regular giver, please 

consider becoming one. Not only is 

it healthy for the church, it is also  

spiritually healthy for you! 
 

Giving online is easy! Just follow 

this link: 
 

https://bit.ly/2xTbGMG 
 

or call (842-6760) or stop in to  

the church office. We would love  

to help! 

 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

9:00 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Have You Seen the Legacy Tree? 
 

Many of you have seen the beautiful new legacy tree in the entrance to the 
Gathering Area, and are a little curious about what it’s all about! 
 

On each leaf of the tree is the name of someone who is a member of the  
William Montague Ferry Legacy Society. A Legacy Society member is some-
one who has included the church in their will or trust, or has made another  
legacy gift which will strengthen and extend the church’s mission, ministries, 
and programs for future generations. 
 

Making a legacy gift is not just for those who have wealth or special financial 
expertise, but for anyone who wants to designate their gifts while they are  
living. As members and friends of FPC, we share a deep sense of gratitude for 
those who have gone before us. They gave gifts to fund current needs and for 
the long-term benefit of those who would follow them in ministry.  
 

Legacy gifts—whether large or small—combine to create a vision of abundance 
for the church’s future, ensuring the continued vitality of its mission and  
ministries long after we are gone. 

 

If you have already made a planned gift  
to First Presbyterian Church, thank you! 
Please let us know so that we may thank 
you properly and welcome you as a  
member of the William Montague Ferry 
Legacy Society.  If you are interested in 
learning more about how to make a  
legacy gift, please contact the church at 
616-842-6760, or kjullie@fpgh.org. 
 

An official dedication of the Legacy Tree 
will happen on Sunday, August 11, 2019. 
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Children’s Ministries 

Youth Ministries 

First Friends 
 

First Friends is a new group for 
young children and their parents or 
caregivers. We have scheduled 3  
Monday meet-ups at the Re-
Imagination 
Station this 
summer for chil-
dren to play and 
parents to chat.  
Please join us 
there on July 15 
& August 5  
at 10 a.m. 
(parents must 
stay with their children). 

Summer Ice Cream Visits! 
 

Last summer, Laura started a Traveling Sundae Bar, but summer 

ended before she could meet everyone. This summer she is  

picking up where she left off—so if you have children infant 

through 5th grade and have not had an ice cream visit yet, contact 

her at lburns@fpgh.org. She'll bring the ice cream and toppings 

to your house--you just have to pick the date!    
 

And because this is such a popular idea (who doesn’t love ice cream?), Maddie 

is extending ice cream visits to students who are new to Youth Group this year. 

Contact her at mlambert@fpgh.org to set up a date that works for you and your 

family, and she’ll be on her way! 

 
 

Coming this Fall: 
We will be offering a confirmation class for  

8th through 12th grade students this fall.   

More information to come soon, but summer is a great 

time to start praying and talking about taking the class. 

How’s Your Summer Reading Going? 
 

Did you know you can earn prizes this summer by reading books from the Sprott Library?  
Pick up your reading passport at the Family Ministries desk, and then go to the Sprott Children’s  
Library in the lounge and check out some books! 
 

The books are all color coded by category—and there are a lot of great books! We encourage families 
to check out books to read at home. Simply fill out the pocket card inside the book and file it in the 
check-out box. Enjoy the book at home for up to 3 weeks. When you are done, simply drop it in the 
return basket. Happy reading! 

Youth Mission Trip 
 

Please keep our 
youth in your  
prayers as they 
travel to  
St. Louis  this 
summer from 
July 14-20. 

LEGO  
FaithBuilders 

creations 
by Sarah,  

Addie, Carter, 
and Calla 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
9:00 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

July 2019 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

Free House! 
 

Last month we voted to remove the white church-

owned house at 120 S. Fifth Street. Before we raze it, 

we are offering an opportunity for someone to  

purchase it for $1 and have it moved from that location 

(at their own expense). 
 

Details: 

 3,384 square feet  

 over 100 years old 

 originally a residential home, later converted for  

office use 
 

The house itself is one dollar, but it must be moved  

from the site. All other expenses are the responsibility 

of the purchaser, including permitting and moving 

fees. No land is included in 

this sale. 
 

Anyone interested should 

call Kelli Jullie at  

616-842-6760 or email her  

at kjullie@fpgh.org. 

Holy Helping Hands 
 

Do you…. 
 

 Need a ride to an appointment? 
 Need a prescription picked up? 
 Need a light bulb replaced or have a minor  

repair job? 
 Need computer help (figuring out Skype,  

e-mail, Facetime, etc.)? 
 Have a piece of furniture to be moved, but  

can’t do it yourself? 
 

Call Holy Helping Hands! These are only a few  
examples of the way this group can be helpful  
to you.  
 

Contact the church office 
(616-842-6760) and they 
will connect you with 
someone who can help. 


