
or go to our website: www.stignatius.org.
sg. For more information, contact Angela at 
64660625

CBN MY JOURNEY SERIES 2019: 
AN EVENING WITH FRANCIS LEE 
KOK CHOY. Wednesday 2 Oct ‘19 from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm (Light Dinner at 7pm, 
Talk begins at 7:30pm) at THE CATHOLIC 
CENTRE Level 3 (55 Waterloo Street, 
Singapore 187854) ADMISSION: Free. 
Love Offering welcome.

APPEAL FOR THE HUMANITARIAN 
AID FUND  We live in a region which is 
afflicted with typhoons, earthquakes and 
floods, and where human development 
needs such as education and healthcare, 

shelter, water and sanitation are often 
under-provided. CHARIS and its 21 
affiliates respond to the humanitarian needs 
of our brothers and sisters in these affected 
countries. Details of their work can be 
found in CHARIS Connect and at www.
charis-singapore.org.  CHARIS is making 
its annual appeal for its Humanitarian Aid 
Fund to support overseas humanitarian 
work. Appeal flyers and envelopes are 
available from the parish.  Alternatively, 
you can send a crossed cheque payable 
to “CHARIS HAF” with your name and 
contact information to: CHARIS, #07-
02, Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo Street, 
Singapore 187954.  Please contact Irene 
/ Michelle at 6337 4119 or info@charis-
singapore.org for further information.

Introduction to the Prophets
(Part 6 of 15)
Isaiah
The prophet Isaiah was born in about 765 
B.C. In the year of King Uzziah’s death, 740, 
he received his prophetic vocation while in 
the Temple of Jerusalem: his mission was to 
proclaim the fall of Israel and of Judah, the 
punishment of the nation’s infidelity, 6:1-13. 
His earliest pronouncements, ch. 1-5, for the 
most part belong to the following years until 
the beginning of the reign of Ahaz in 736. 
Rezin, king of Damascus, and Pekah, king 
of Israel, tried to persuade the young king of 
Judah to form and alliance against Tiglath-
pileser III, king of Assyria. Ahaz refused 
and, when war was declared, appealed to 
Assyria. Isaiah tried in vain to discourage a 
policy so based on human expediency; as 
the pledge of God’s intentions he foretold the 
mysterious birth of Immanuel and made the 
first of his messianic prophecies. Most of the 
oracles contained in ch. 6-12 (the ‘Book of 
Immanuel’), belong to this period. The appeal 
of Ahaz to Tiglath-pileser put Judah under 
Assyrian protection and hastened the fall of 
the Northern Kingdom, part of the territory of 
which was annexe by Assyria in 734; by 721 
Samaria itself had fallen. In Judah, Hezekiah 
who succeeded Ahaz (716) was a devout 
man, bent on reform. There was a resumption, 
however, of political intrigue, this time for 
Egyptian support against Assyria. Isaiah, true 

to his principles, pleaded for trust in God, not 
in military alliance. In this period just before 
and after the fall of Samaria, Isaiah delivered 
most of the oracles of ch. 28-32, and also the 
oracles against the nations 14:24 – 23:18. 
Hezekiah allowed himself to be drawn into 
an anti-Assyrian revolt and Sennacherib, in 
701, devastated Palestine. The king of Judah 
resolved to defend Jerusalem; Isaiah supported 
his decision, assuring him of God’s help, and 
the capital, in fact, was saved. The details are 
recorded in ch. 36-39, parallel to 2 K 18-20, 
and bring the first part of the book to a close. 
We know nothing of Isaiah’s career after 700. 
According to Jewish tradition he was martyred 
under Manasseh.

The prominent part played by Isaiah in his 
country’s affairs made him a national figure, 
but he was also a poet of genius. Brilliance of 
style and freshness of imagery make his work 
pre-eminent in the literature of the Bible; he 
wrote a concise, majestic and harmonious 
prose unsurpassed by any of the biblical 
writers who were to follow him. But his 
greatness lies above all in the religious order. 
The vision in the Temple at the time of his 
vocation, a revelation of the transcendence 
of God and the unworthiness of man, left a 
lasting mark on the prophet. His monotheism 
has a note of exultation in it but also of awe: 
God is the Holy, the Strong, the Mighty One, 
the King. Man is a creature defiled by sin for 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 994
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: My soul, give praise to the Lord.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 30 September 2019 - SAT 6 October 2019
MON: ZEC 8:1-8, LK 9:46-50 TUE: ZEC 8:20-23, LK 9:51-56 WED: NEH 2:1-8, MT 
18:1-5, 10 THU: NEH 8:1-4A, 5-6, 7B-12, LK 10:1-12 FRI: BAR 1:15-22, LK 10:13-16 
SAT: BAR 4:5-12, 27-29, LK 10:17-24

29 September 2019 Year CTwenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



PARISH NEWS 

SPP150 MASS - CHOIR 
REGISTRATION The Parish Liturgical 
Committee is glad to announce that we are 
opening up registration for participation 
in the Choir for the #SPP150 Mass on 28 
June 2020. Interested participants may 
register through this link: https://forms.
gle/r9sYcZV6fZdAkKDW9. More details 
available in the form itself. Let us come 
together as a Parish Community for this 
once-in-a-generation event to give Praise 
and Thanks to God!

THE CCD L3 CHILDREN will receive 
their First Holy Communion during the 
Children’s Day mass on 6th October @ 
11.00am. Seeking your prayers as they 
prepare for this occasion.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

ASSISI HOSPICE TURNS 50! Assisi 
Hospice is a Catholic charity providing 
palliative care to patients with life-
limiting illnesses and supports their 
families. Founded in 1969 by the Sisters of 
the Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine 
Motherhood (FMDM), Assisi Hospice 
celebrates 50 years of God’s blessings in 
2019. The medallion is specially created to 
commemorate Assisi Hospice’s 50 years 
of caring for life. The design is part of the 
Hospice’s logo, reflecting our missionary 
role to reach out and welcome all who 
need our care.  The phrase at the back 
“We Rise by Lifting Others” captures the 
joyful love that is shared when one gives 

kindly, patiently and humbly. All proceeds 
from the medallions go to patient care, 
enabling us to continue their mission and 
service to those in need. Please give us 
your generous support. For those who 
are interested to get the medallion, there 
is an online order option: http://bit.ly/
AssisiMedallions. The medallion will 
be delivered via registered mail and full 
tax deduction will be given before 31 
Dec ‘19. For more information, please 
contact Lilian at 6832 2880 or email us at 
donate@assisihospice.org.sg.

MISSION IS COMMUNITY IN 
ACTION - The Church celebrates World 
Mission Sunday on 20 Oct 2019. The 
Office for the New Evangelisation has 
publish weekly reflections leading up 
to the celebration. The e-booklet, Mission 
is Community in Action is available 
for download at one.org.sg/resources. 
Use this booklet with your communities 
and families to deepen our understanding 
on Mission.

In conjunction with the Archdiocese 
Extraordinary Month of Mission in October 
2019, St. Ignatius Church invites you to 
attend a talk on Nostra Aetate and why 
Catholics need to engage with people of 
different faiths. Panel speakers: Gerald 
Kong, Executive  Secretary,  Archdiocesan 
Catholic Council for Interreligious Dialogue 
(ACCIRD) Fr. Colin Tan, SJ, Parish Priest, 
St. Ignatius Church. 12 Oct ‘19 (Sat) from 
9.30am - 11.30am at St. Ignatius Hall, 8 
Victoria Park Rd. Singapore 266492. To 
register please use the QR code in the poster 

which God demands reparation. For God 
insists on justice between men and sincerity 
in divine worship. God looks for faithfulness 
and Isaiah is the prophet of faith; in times of 
crisis all he prescribes is trust in God and in 
no one else; by this alone will salvation be 
won. He knows clearly how hard the test will 
be, but his hope is that a ‘remnant’ will be 
spared, with the Messiah for its king. Isaiah 
is the greatest of the messianic prophets. The 
Messiah he foretells is a descendant of David 
who will establish peace and justice on earth 
and propagate the knowledge of God, 2: 1-5; 
7:10-17; 9:1-6; 11:1-9; 28:16-17.

A religious genius of this quality inevitably 
made an impression on his period and secured 
a following. The prose passages in the third 
person which conclude the first part of the book, 
ch. 36-39, are the work of Isaiah’s disciples. 
From time to time the prophet’s spiritual 
descendants made further additions to his own 
work and in particular they inserted the oracles 
against Babylon, ch. 13-14, the apocalypse of 
ch. 24-27, and the poems of ch. 33-35.

The second part of the book, ch. 40-55, is of a 
very different kind, and modern criticism does 
not admit it to be the work of the 8th century 
prophet. The Biblical Commission, on 28th 
June 1908, warned Catholic exegetes against 
this view, opposed as it is to ancient traditional 
opinion and setting bounds, it might seem, to 
the free range of prophetic inspiration. The 
Commission asserted that the arguments so 
far adduced were not strong enough to dismiss 
the Isaian authorship of these chapters. It was 
a cautionary measure, not forbidding further 
inquiry. Subsequent investigations have now 
added weight to the earlier arguments, and a 
growing number of Catholic interpreters now 
hold that these chapters are a later addition; 
not merely because the name of Isaiah is never 
mentioned but because the historical setting 
itself is about two centuries after his time: 
Jerusalem has fallen, the nation is in exile in 
Babylonia, Cyrus the liberator is already on 
the horizon. The oracles in the first part of 
the book were for the most part threatening, 

and alluded constantly to events under Ahaz 
and Hezekiah; the oracles of the second part 
are consoling and remote from this historical 
context. The style is still very fine, but is 
different, more rhetorical, diffuse, repetitive. 
The thought has also developed, and is 
more theologically expressed. Monotheism 
is not merely affirmed, but expounded; the 
impotence of the false gods is used as an 
argument for their insignificance. Emphasis 
is laid on the fathomless wisdom and 
providence of God. For the first time religious 
universalism receives clear expression.

Almighty God could, of course, have 
conveyed the prophet into the distant future, 
severing him from his own time, transforming 
his imagery and cast of thought. This 
would mean, however, a duplication of the 
author’s personality and a disregard for his 
contemporaries – to whom, after all, he was 
sent – for which the Bible provides no parallel. 
It is therefore highly probable that ch. 40-55 
are the work of an unnamed writer at the end 
of the exilic period, a disciple of Isaiah and like 
him a prophet of the first order. The collection 
is introduced, ch. 40, by a prefatory poem 
which epitomises this prophet’s mission: ‘Be 
comforted, be comforted, my people’, cf. Si 
48:24. The book is known as ‘the Book of the 
Consolation of Israel’.

Embedded in this book are four lyrical 
passages, the ‘Songs of the Servant of 
Yahweh’, 42:1-7; 49:1-9; 5-:4-9; 52:13-53:12. 
They depict a perfect disciple of Yahweh; he 
proclaims the true faith and suffers to atone 
for the sins of his people, but God exalts him 
in the end. In all of this, the Christian tradition 
sees a foreshadowing of the true Servant of 
God, of the life and redeeming death of Jesus.

The last section of the book, ch. 56-66, is 
composite. Ch. 57 may be pre-exilic but ch. 
56, 58, 66 read as if the exiles were home 
again. Ch. 63-65 are markedly apocalyptic in 
tone. The ideas and style of ch. 60-62 bring 
them very close to ch. 40-55, and the whole 
third section reads very much like a sequel 
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of the second, confirming traditional matter 
and composed by disciples of the prophet-
comforter of the exilic period. This is the final 

production of the Isaian school extending the 
ministry of the great prophet of the 8th century.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


