
 

Pre-Writing Techniques: Planning & Idea Development - Action Plan 

Choose one of your upcoming writing assignments.  Include the name of the course, the due date, and 

a brief description of the assignment.  If you are not currently taking classes, use a past writing 

assignment you had to complete for a class.   

Name of course: 

 

 

 

Due date:

Brief description of assignment:

Stage 1:  Planning. 
Think about the assignment and answer the following questions. 

What is the task? Briefly describe what the assignment requires.

What is the purpose? To tell a story?  To inform?  To persuade? Other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the needs? What do I need to do?  Talk to someone?  Do research?  Think?

What is the strategy? Narrative essay? Informative essay? Persuasive essay?  Other?

Who is the audience? Teacher? Other students? School newspaper? Blog? Other?

 

 



Stage 2:  Generating Ideas. 
Choose one or two of the following four strategies to help you generate ideas for what you will write.  

Use a separate piece of paper for your mind map, storyboard, or free writing.   

Mind mapping: clustering, visual representation  

Create a mind map.  Search the Internet for free mind mapping tools or images/templates or create 

your own.  If you need to choose a topic for the assignment, use the mind map as a way to generate 

ideas regarding a topic.  If you have been assigned a topic, use the mind map as a way to generate 

ideas about the information you may want to research and/or include in your writing.   

Storyboarding: visual representation 

According to yourdictionary.com’s definition of storyboard

(http://www.yourdictionary.com/storyboard) “A storyboard is a sequence of drawings designed to 

show how a movie, book or advertisement will go.”  You can use a storyboard to visually show how 

your essay or composition will go. 

Free writing: kinesthetic, related to movement  

Start writing and don’t stop!  There are no rules.  Type or write anything that comes to your mind.   

Discussion/recording: auditory 

Record yourself talking about your ideas or partner up and tell someone your ideas while he/she writes 

them down. If you choose this strategy, ask the person to give you his/her notes.  

Stage 3:  Organizing Ideas/Deciding On a Focus. 

What have you learned by going through the planning and idea generating stages?  Describe what you 

learned by answering as many of the following questions as you can. 

On what topic will you focus? 

How are you going to organize your ideas?  What comes first, next, last? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are still not sure what to focus on or how to organize your ideas, what do you plan to do? 

Will you go back and try some different strategies for generating ideas?

Will you seek help from a friend, family member, or your instructor?

http://www.yourdictionary.com/storyboard
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