
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jan. 3-23 Calvin January Series at Second 

 Christian Reformed Church 
 

Jan. 14 Greeter Training Meeting 
 

Jan. 21 Congregational Conversation 
 

Jan. 28 Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Jan. 28 WMU Jazz Quartet Concert 
 

Feb. 13 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 & Talent Show 
 

Feb. 14 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Feb. 18 Natchez Trace Concert 
 

Feb. 21 Golf Scramble Planning Meeting 
 

  Taize Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Feb. 28 Taize Worship & Soup Supper 

Upcoming Events 
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Presbyterian 

JANUARY 2018, VOLUME 66—ISSUE 1                   MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF GRAND HAVEN 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
Western Michigan University  

Jazz Quartet 
 

WMU Jazz Quartet 
Sunday, January 28, 2018, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The Western Jazz Quartet is a resident faculty 
ensemble in the School of Music at Western 
Michigan University. The quartet combines 
performing and teaching to promote jazz  
music and education and have recorded with  
artists such as Art Farmer, Stefon Harris,  
Kenny Werner, Billy Hart, Mark Murphy, 
Randy Brecker, Dave Liebman, Janis Siegel 
and Bobby McFerrin.  

Come and hear the ensemble described by The Chronical of Higher Education  
as being “...imaginative with brilliant flashes of impeccable technique, and a  
persistence of serious musical intensity.” 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

& !
 

February 13 
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Show: 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Now Recruiting Acts!  
 

This is your time to shine! 
 

We are looking for 2-4 minute acts for the show.  
Silly or serious, come and show off your talent! 

 

Contact Maryanne to be part of the show:  
mbeery@fpgh.org or 842-6760 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Carol Folkert, Margaret Johnson,  
Roy Lindberg, Sue Roper, Flo Sluiter, 
Jack VanGelderen and Evelyn Wood 

  

Our Sympathy:  
 to Carroll and Dorothy Bennink on 
the death of Carroll’s brother,  

 Harvey, on December 18, 2017. 
 

 to the family of Jane Poort, who 
passed away on December 27, 2017. 
A memorial service is planned at the 
church on Saturday, January 6, at  
11 a.m. 

 

 to Mary Coats and family on the 
death of her husband, David Coats, 
on December 30, 2017. 

 

Thank You:  
“Thank you for all your prayers,  
get-well cards and the prayer shawl  
during my recent recovery from a fall.  

 

Hope to see you soon at church,” 

 

 Jerry Schoenmaker 
 

“I want to thank all the volunteers 
for Supper House. Every month you 
have served faithfully those in need. 
 

A special thank you also to Karen 
Losee for taking over calling the 
volunteers each month for me.” 
 

 Blessings, 
 Barb Scott 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members and 
friends who are no longer able to come to church 
regularly, as well as those affiliated with the church who 
are in the military. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
Jan. 10 Sandy Teunis 

14524 Angelus Circle 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Jan. 12 Norma Vyn 

1410 S. Ferry, F-5 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
 

2018 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to the  
Presbytery each year for every member 
of our congregation. The amount for this 
year is $28.98 
 

Please prayerfully consider paying the 
per-capita amount for each person in  
your family who is a church member.  
Thank you! 

Jan. 20 Sgt. Samuel Nicholas 
B-Co. 602D ASB 
Unit 15203, Box 717 
APO AP 93271-5203 
(Sandra Peel’s grandson) 
   

Jan. 24 Carol Winton 
 1410 S. Ferry, G-7 
 Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  

This month’s donations will go to 

Love in Action. 

Please bring donations 

to the designated spot in 

the Gathering Area on 

or before Sunday, 

January 7. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

January 7 

Greeter Training Meeting 
Sunday, January 14 

 

The Hospitality Committee is hosting an informational meeting for all greeters 
on Sunday, January 14, after the second service. Lunch will be provided. 
 

At the meeting we will review the role of the greeter and answer any questions 
you may have. The Trustees will update all greeters on the safety and security 
issues in our building, so your attendance is important. We hope you will be 
able to attend. 
 

Please RSVP by contacting Diane Jones at 231-780-0273 or sign up at the 
Welcome Desk in the Gathering Area. 

Congregational  
Conversation 

 

Sunday, January 21 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Hear updates from various areas  
of ministries, ask questions, and  

receive the annual report 
 

Annual Called 
Congregational Meeting 

 

Sunday, January 28 
10:00 a.m. 

 

To approve terms of call for our  
installed pastor and to elect four  

at-large members of the  
Nominating Committee 

 

For more details, read this month’s  
article by Pastor Troy on page 3 

 

Blood Drive  
Co-Coordinator Wanted 

 

A huge thank-you to Melissa  
VerHage, a brand new FPC member 
who has volunteered to take over the 
coordination of our blood drives! 
 

Since this is such a big job, we are 
also looking for someone to work 
with Melissa as a co-coordinator. If 
you are able to help or have ques-
tions about what this entails, please  
contact Diane Jones at 231-855-0180. 
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Happy 
  

New Year!  
 

When the calendar turns to another 

year, it’s always good to look back 

and to look forward. Looking back, 

we can be grateful to God for the  

blessings of being in ministry together. 

We have much to be thankful for. 

You welcomed my family and me to 

the Tri-Cities, and we are settling in 

well. You have emerged from a lot of 

transition and are stronger for it. We 

have witnessed the church grow in 

strength and in number. Our generosity 

is growing, and we are anticipating a 

strong year in ministry together.  
 

Looking forward to what God has in 

store for us in 2018, there are several 

things on the immediate horizon that 

are worth noting. Our first six Sundays 

of the year will find us in the stories 

of Daniel, which are stories of faith-

fulness amidst difficulty. As exiles, 

Daniel and his friends lived between 

two worlds. They had their homeland, 

which they left behind, and they had 

their new life in Babylon. As people 

who live in the already-not-yet of the 

kingdom of God, we live between 

two worlds. How do we live faithfully 

and winsomely between these worlds? 

Daniel gives us some examples and 

answers to this question.  
 

Looking to this month, on January 21 

we will ordain and install our elders 

and deacons during morning worship. 

We are a church that is lay-driven, 

and for that I am grateful. God has 

called men and women to these  

ministries within the church. I hope 

that you will pray regularly for your 

church’s leadership.  
 

Also on Sunday, January 21, we will 

hold our first-ever Congregational 

Conversation in the Lounge between 

services. At this conversation, you 

will hear updates from the elders on 

various areas of ministry. You will 

receive the Annual Report, which is a 

narrative update on our ministry, as 

well as a written report on our 

church’s finances. There will be time 

at the Congregational Conversation to 

ask questions of your leadership, and 

together we will answer your questions 

as best we can. If you have questions 

in advance, feel free to pass them 

along to me so we can get them to the 

elder with the answer. I hope you’ll 

plan to come, ready to hear the good 

news of how God is working through 

the church.  
 

The following Sunday, January 28, 

Session has called the Annual Meeting 

of the congregation for 10:00 a.m. 

The purpose of this called meeting is 

to have our annual corporate meeting, 

to vote on the terms of call of your 

installed pastor (that is, me!), and to 

elect the four at-large members for the 

Nominating Committee. Remember 

that the content of a called meeting is 

limited to the items for which the 

meeting was called. I anticipate this 

meeting lasting less than ten minutes, 

which gives us plenty of time to go to 

class after the meeting. 
 

Looking further ahead, we are  

beginning the big process of visioning 

and master planning for the years to 

come. Things are going well now, and 

I pray that you’ll join us in seeking 

God’s will for what is to come.  
 

I can’t wait to see how God will use 

us in 2018. Get ready!  
  

In Christ, 

 
 

Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 
 

News From the December 2017 Session Meeting 
 

In an effort to keep all members in the loop, a brief monthly summary of the last Session meeting will appear every 
month in The Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
 

 Highlights: 

 We approved the addition of seventeen new members. 
 The 2018 budget was approved. 
 Elder committee assignments for 2018-19 were finalized. 
 We elected a clerk and three corporate officers. 
 Worship Committee’s proposed 2018-19 communion schedule was adopted. 
 Dates for the installation/ordination of elders and deacons (01/21/2018) and for the annual meeting (01/28/2018) 

were scheduled. 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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From Rev. Jill VanderWal 

Adult Education Opportunities in the New Year 
 

As we wrap up 2017, I celebrate the participation of many of you who chose to engage with the Divine Conspiracy by 
reading the book, attending classes and listening in on the podcasts. I am thankful for the opportunity to learn together. 
As we anticipate 2018 I want to share with you the Growing in Faith classes the Adult Education Team have planned for 
January and beyond. Classes are between worship services on Sunday mornings, from 10 to 10:55 a.m.   
 

 Wired Word facilitated by Tom Stoepker and other class members (Jan. 7 to May 20, room 5)  
A contemporary study of newsworthy weekly issues confronting families, individuals, communities, churches and  
countries. This weekly study is written by an ecumenical team of pastors, professors and theologians. Issues are 
framed by Biblical passages in a manner which is respectful, challenging, and which encourages the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. If you are interested in receiving the weekly lesson via email, let us know.  

 

 Book of John facilitated by Hazel Kragt (Jan. 7 to May 20, conference room) 
 A review and discussion about this Gospel that many feel reveals a unique view of the truth of Jesus Christ.  Hazel  

is an experienced and gifted teacher of the Bible. Through her teaching, insights and class conversation you are sure 
to learn new things about the Bible and see scripture in a new and deeper way.   

 

 A Closer Look at the Book of Daniel - facilitated by Pastor Jill (Jan. 7 to Feb. 10, recreation room in the basement) 
 In worship we will be studying the Book of Daniel, which is personally one of my favorite books of the Bible. I will 

teach this companion class which goes deeper into the text to examine the themes of Daniel. There is also a book 
called The Daniel Plan which discusses health, wellness and diet, and we will be integrating some of these topics as 
well, since after all….it is the New Year!  

 

 Growing in Faith Classes Coming Up: 
 Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday which happens to be Feb 14th. During the season of Lent Pastor Troy  

and I will be teaching a course on spiritual practices and disciplines. In the Spring (April) we plan to offer Financial 
Peace University, a Science & Christianity class as well as a class on discipleship. Stay tuned for more information!  

 

Blessings, 
 
Pastor Jill 

In the Community 

Calvin College 
January Series 

 

Every year Calvin College hosts a 
series of lectures during its award-
winning January Series.  
 

Second Christian Reformed Church 
at 2021 Sheldon Road in Grand Haven 
hosts the lectures via live feed and 
invites the public to join them for the 
lectures. Topics range from millennials 
and faith, restorative justice, confident 
pluralism, radical generosity and so 
much more, each lecture given by 
experts in their field. A full list of 
speakers and topics can be found at 
calvin.edu/january-series/speakers/ 
 

The series runs weekdays from  
January 3 through January 23 from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Health Care  
Scholarships 

 

The Auxiliary of North Ottawa  
Community Hospital has asked us to 
let our members know of a scholarship 
opportunity for those entering the 
medical fields. 
 

The scholarships are limited to those 
living in Ottawa County involved in 
pursuing a career in healthcare.  
Applicants should have completed 
their college prep courses and be 
studying in their major.  
 

Scholarship applications are available 
online at www.ghacf.org and must be 
submitted by March 1, 2018. 
 

Questions? Contact Kristyn Ireland: 
616-847-5215 

Road to Recovery 
Program 

 

Every day thousands of cancer  
patients need a ride to treatment, but 
some may not have a way to get there. 
The American Cancer Society Road 
To Recovery volunteers donate their 
spare time and their personal vehicles 
to give cancer patients a much-needed 
lift. This program is currently looking 
for volunteer drivers.   
 

If you have  
questions about 
this program, you 
may contact Anne 
Guimond at  
616-842-9547, or 
sign up to volunteer online at 
www.cancer.org/involved/volunteer. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=2021+Sheldon+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
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Tidings article deadline for the February issue: January 19, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

In Our Church 

Just Say “NO!” to Styrofoam! 
 

If you are a coffee drinking fool like me, I’m sure you’ve noticed the switch 
from Styrofoam cups to ceramic mugs in the lounge on Sunday mornings. This  
was intentional and is a small way in which the new Greener FPC Committee  
is working to make our building operations, and our lives, more sustainable.   
 

Specific reasons for the switch to ceramic include the following: 
 

 Our amazing staff already does exceptionally well with  
paper and other product recycling, but this often happens 
behind the scenes. One of our tasks as a committee is to 
make this work more visible to you all, and to visitors that 
share our space.   

 Styrofoam (or expanded polystyrene) is bad for the  
environment and bad for tourism. There are some great  
articles on this, but I’d direct you primarily to Driedger’s 
2015 publication on plastic in the Great Lakes.   

 Styrofoam takes hundreds of years to decompose even if it stays in a  
landfill, concluded anthropologist William Rathje, who literally dove into 
garbage dumps to determine our habits, and then published a very funny, 
and non-judgmental book about his findings with co-author Cullen Murphy. 
Fun fact: did you know that there are Roman garbage dumps more than 
2,000 years old that are STILL decomposing? Good grief!! 

 Finally, changing over to mugs saves us a bit of money, and we get all of the 
environmental and social benefits described above.  

 

So, your church is already doing some amazing things to make our footprint 
lighter, and our goal is to continue to lighten this load in responsible and  
spiritually meaningful ways. We also thank our church staff for implementing 
this coffee mug initiative. The committee would like to hear from you and we 
welcome your suggestions, feedback, and participation.   
 

Sincerely yours, 
 
Eric Snyder 

Greener FPGH Committee 
 

Dave Gritter (chair) 
Ginger Aubrey 
Bob Day 
Sally Dunn 
Sandie Enders 

Brock Hesselsweet 
Carrie Rivette 
Sara Schambarger 
Eric Snyder 
Leslie VerDuin 

 

 

 

at

You are invited  
to help plan this event. 
(You don’t have to be  

a golfer to be part of the  
Golf Scramble Planning  

Committee!) 
 

Our first meeting is at the 
church on Wednesday,  
February 21, at 7 pm. 

Contact Sue VandenBosch: 
svandenbosch@att.net  
616-607-7095 (home) or 

773-882-4647 (cell) 
 
 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise 
Christian Childcare 

Save the date! 

 

A Few Tips from “Greener FPC” 
 

The Greener FPC Committee would like to remind you to follow these simple 
procedures on Sunday mornings during the coffee hour: 
 

1. Return your used porcelain coffee cups to the gray bin in the lounge. 
2. Put plastics (lemonade and water cups or bottles) in the bins marked 

“Recycle.” 
3. Napkins and trash go into the unmarked wastebaskets. 
 

Thank you for helping in our goal of creating a greener FPC! 

Are you signed up 
for the Shrove 
Tuesday Talent 

Show yet? 
 

Contact  
Maryanne at 

mbeery@fpgh,org 
or 616-842-6760. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0380133015000064
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0380133015000064


In Our Church/Outreach 

Staff and Leadership: 
Rev. Troy Brydon Hauser, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 
Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 
Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 
Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 
Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 
Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 
Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 
Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 
Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 
Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 
Mark Sanchez, Church Host 
Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 
Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 
Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 
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First Presbyterian Church  
of Grand Haven 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

Visit the Holy Land in 2018! 
 

Have you ever wanted to walk where Jesus walked or wished to see the places of the Scripture?  
 

Now is your chance! 
 

Along with FPC Holland, we are offering a trip to the Holy Land in 
November 2018. There are approximately 10 slots available for our 
church members on the trip. If there are not enough people to make 
the trip, we will wait until a more opportune time. 
 

Here are some trip basics: 
 

Dates of the trip 
November 2-15, 2018 
Departure from Chicago O’Hare on Nov. 2.  
Arrive in Tel Aviv on Nov. 3. 
Return from Tel Aviv on Nov. 15. Arrive in Chicago on Nov. 15.  
 

How much does it cost? 
Approximately $4000. This includes flights, lodging, food, tips, entrance fees, etc. The only additional things you’ll 
need money for are things you want on your own – extra food, souvenirs, etc.  
 

What documents do you need? 
A valid U.S. passport that does not expire within six months of your arrival. Visas are obtained upon arrival.  
 

What kind of shape do I need to be in?  
I would recommend being able to comfortably walk a couple of miles at least. Things are hilly and not always  
handicapped accessible. We can get more information from the trip leaders as things move along. 
 

Who is leading the trip? 
Dr. Josh Vis, who has his Ph.D. in Old Testament and who has been leading trips like this for awhile.  
 

What are the next steps? 
Let Pastor Troy know of your interest in the next couple of weeks. We will work on a payment schedule. The church 
cannot front the money for you, so you must be able to pay on time to go on this trip.  
 

A sample itinerary may be found by following this link:  http://bit.ly/2Bhc2wq 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on 

Sundays during the school year from 5:15-7:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 

6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school year in Fellowship Hall. 

Led by Caleb Zokoe 
 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th 

graders! Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders  

are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00, followed by age-

appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by  

Becky Yonan. 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook 

page (FPGH Youth). 
 

Contact Info: 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 

Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  
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Joyful Noise & Youth/Children’s Ministries 
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Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

The snow is piling up, but now is the 
time to think about registering for 
summer camp!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 
offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 
Program" to encourage all children 
from Kindergarten thru 12th 
grade to attend a Christian camp 
this summer. Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 
This is not a need-based program. 

 

Applications and 
more details are 
available at the 
Children's 
Ministries desk, 

or contact Becky Yonan at 
byonan@fpgh.org. 

 

Mark your calendars  

for this very special and  

exciting night at the  

Grand Haven  

Community Center! 

“Direct Your Dollars”  
to Joyful Noise! 

 

The Joyful Noise 
C-Fund has the  
opportunity to 
earn $1,000 from  
SpartanNash 
stores! 
 

It’s easy to help 
JN “Direct Your  
Dollars.” Every time you shop at any 
Family Fare Supermarket or D&W 
Fresh Market, save your receipts. 
You can bring them to the church 
office, drop them in the black box at 
the JN main door to the building, or 
bring them directly to the Joyful 
Noise office! 
 

For every $150,000 in receipts we 
collect, we will earn a $1,000  
donation from SpartanNash. With 
your support – and your receipts – 
money raised will fund important 
services for area children! 
 

Thanks so much for your “directing 
your dollars” to Joyful Noise  
Christian Childcare! 

 

I Hope for You  
In This New Year 

by Joyce Rupp 
(an excerpt) 

 

That the single, most significant  
dimension of life is your relationship 

with the Source of Goodness who  
never ceases to sing  

love songs to your soul 
 

That you find meaning, purpose, and 
vitality in what you do daily 

 

That you treasure your loved ones 
and let them know how dear they are 

to you 

 

That you look in the mirror at least 
once a day  

and smile in happy amazement 
 

That you remember relationships are 
what count above all else  

- more than work or money,  
or all the material things we spend so 

much time tending... 
 

...That you carry peace within yourself, 
allowing it to slip into the hearts  

of others so our planet  
becomes a place where violence,  

division, and war are no more 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
11:00 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

January 2018 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 
OUR VISION 

 

 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a  

Christ-centered community of acceptance,  

growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
 

 

As members of First Presbyterian Church we will:  
 

 Provide relevant and engaging worship that nurtures a growing community of faith. 
 

 Grow our faith by promoting quality educational opportunities to all. 
 

 Affect people’s lives by creating a culture of acceptance, where differences are valued, 
and connections to one another are fostered in a Christ-centered church. 

 
 Remain a beacon in our community by building on our rich missional heritage  

as a church that serves locally, regionally and globally. 

 


