
Sermon 27: Revelation 6: The 7 seals: (part 2)

OUTLINE

The details of the judgement
The day of judgement

INTRODUCTION

If you were part of a suffering church and many of your friends and family had been 
martyred, and then God wrote you a letter to comfort you, what would you expect to find in 
that letter?  A traditional promise of comfort, which would seem like cold comfort to us 
today is God’s promise to judge the persecutors of His people.  It might seem a very strange
promise to make but it really is greatest one.  Think back to the very beginning when satan 
tempted Adam and Eve in rebellion and judgement.  Remember the very first promise of 
salvation, it was a promise to crush satan’s head under the Saviour foot, Gen. 3:15, ‘I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."  This astounding promise outlines a 
war, the ongoing struggle that has characterised all of time as God’s people have been the 
persecuted people by those who are of the world and satan’s seed.  However, it also 
promises an end to the war with a final and decisive victory.  God does not merely promise 
us a holiday in the middle of a war, but the end of the war itself.  The promise to judge 
enemies is God fulfilling His oldest and greatest promises; to bring to a head every promise 
that He has ever given; to fully and finally fulfil His covenant promises as a faithful Husband-
Redeemer.  It is a reminder that the long sad history of God’s people will end in victory.  As 
we look at the final part of chapter 6 which has already spoken in broad brush strokes of the
birth pains and trials that will trouble the earth and the persecuted yet safe position of the 
church, we catch a glimpse of this great victory in the 6th seal.  The first four seals are given
less detail, the fifth seal of the persecuted church and the sixth seal of the defeat of the 
persecutors dominate the horizon and are the main message of this chapter.  

The detail of the judgement

Let’s begin by noting the details of the judgement.  Firstly, we must establish that these 
verses are in fact speaking about the final judgement.  Those who take a more chronological
approach to the book and not the progressive parallelism approach we are taking deny that 
this is the end of one of the parallel sections structuring the book.  They think that the men 
crying out in v16-17 are exaggerating what is not a final judgement.  There are various 
reasons as to why we disagree.  Firstly, there are many repeated judgements throughout 
the book, e.g. 14:14-20 establishing the 7 fold structure of the book and reinforcing that this
is one of those judgement sections.  Secondly, there is a logical flow where the sixth seal 
flows in response to the fifth.  In the fifth seal the martyrs cry out for God to judge and the 
sixth seal is the answer to that prayer.  This theme of heaven responding to prayer is 
repeated in 8:1-5.  Thirdly, the language of ‘the great day of their wrath’ could describe 
nothing else.  Fourthly, there are the universal descriptions of the event encompassing all of 



creation and all classes of men.  Fifthly, the details of the judgement parallel other 
judgement descriptions, e.g. the earthquake of 6:12 in 16:18; the fleeing of the islands and 
mountains in 6:14 in 16:20, also 20:11 for the fleeing away idea.  That this section is 
describing the final judgement is beyond argument.  

Secondly, we must also note how the whole of chapter 6 squares with Matt. 24.  In the 
Olivet discourse Jesus speaks about many things in this chapter.  The birth pains of verse 6-
8 line up with the first four seals; the persecution of the Christians lines up with 24:9-12.  
There is a section which addresses the fall of Jerusalem in 24:15-28; and then we have a 
description of the final judgement in 24:29-31.

A third feature to note is the structure of the judgments.  We see that there are 7 elements 
that are judged, the earth with an earthquake, the sun is darkened, the moon is turned to 
blood, the stars fall, the sky vanishes, the mountains as well as the islands are removed.  
Likewise there are 7 classes of men that are described as being judged, the kings, the great,
the generals, the rich, the powerful, the slaves and free.  If this sevenfold structure is 
deliberate it is likely to represent a total and complete judgement.  

Fourthly, we must question the literal nature of the judgements described, are they 
describing literal events or metaphorical of the final judgement?  It is impossible to say.  
There are metaphorical descriptions of judgement in Revelation such as the judgement 
being a harvest reaped with a sickle, and winepress flowing with blood 14:14-20.  The 
descriptions in the sixth seal are a collection of many OT descriptions of judgement originally
applied to Israel and her enemies now applied to the whole world.  I can see the various 
details bearing symbolic meaning for example, the sun turning black an indication of 
widespread mourning, and the blood being turned to blood an issue of defilement, but see 
no reason to not allow for the descriptions to be literal.  The falling of stars is used to 
describe the falling of national powers in Is. 13 but can also be used to speak of the 
observer’s perspective on an end time apocalyptic event.

As we look at who this judgement comes upon we have the words ‘everyone’ mentioned as 
the recipients.  This chapter does not yet distinguish for us those of the world who follow 
the beast, who are idolaters of one form or another and who resist the church and those 
who are the Lord’s.  The next chapter will distinguish the sheep from the goats, the wheat 
from the weeds.  

The day of judgement

We want to turn our attention now to the last verse of our chapter and the description of 
‘the great day of their wrath.’  This is an echo of the well-worn notion of the ‘Day of the 
LORD.’  If the commentators are right in saying that Amos is amongst the earliest prophetic 
writings, then Amos is probably the first mention of the ‘Day of the Lord,’ chronologically 
speaking (5:18).  What then does this phrase mean?  Well, firstly, we must note that it talks 
about ‘The Day’, a single day.  This is a day when God will defeat all His enemies, in a single 
day.  There will be no encampments, or long military campaigns, but a decisive victorious 



crushing.  Secondly, it will be a day of judgement for God’s enemies and deliverance for His 
people.  This twofold emphasis is found all over the Scriptures (Joel 3:16-21).  Therefore 
this was a day that the often oppressed people of God longed for, the day when their 
enemies would be crushed and the people of God delivered.  This was the hope of the 
people during the time of Christ, they were hoping that He would be the Messiah who would
rise up with His armies and crush Rome.  This was an obsession that was difficult to 
dislodge as even after Jesus had spent 40 days with the disciples after He had resurrected, 
they still asked about this day which would establish Israel in her kingdom (Acts 1:6).  The 
people Amos is addressing did not think themselves the enemies of God because they were 
religious, just as Jesus own generation would not have thought that they were about to 
experience the Fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.  It should be noted that judgement begins with 
the house of the Lord but does not end there.  Thirdly, it is a day that is pre-figured in 
smaller days of the Lord.  Joel and Zephaniah both speak of temporal, small and local days 
of the Lord and from that point to the great and final day.  We should view all mini days of 
the Lord as shake ups reminding us that we are living on a planet that should have been 
destroyed when Adam and Eve sinned.  That we are headed towards a day when all sin will 
finally be punished, all God’s enemies crushed, and all things made new.  Fourthly, we need 
to note that as we move from the OT to the NT, that the day gets a name change, 1 Thess 
5:2, “For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 
night.”  1 Cor 1:8, “who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  Phil 1:6, “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”  Phil 2:16, “holding fast to the word of life, so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain.”  Etc.  Here we
can see that the OT day of the LORD, is in the NT the day of Jesus Christ.  This reminds us 
of Christ’s deity, but also the exclusivity of Christ as judge.  All men everywhere will have to 
face Christ not their own gods and give an account.  Rev. 6:17 too reinforces the deity and 
authority of Christ.

There is much that we will have to say about judgement in this book but from the 
descriptions here let us stress that it is universal affecting all of the created order and all 
stations of man.  It will be terrifying with men begging for mountains to fall upon them in 
preference to facing God’s wrath.  It will be final, for it is the great day of God’s wrath not 
merely a shadow but the consummation.  And it will be irresistible, ‘who can stand?’  These 
descriptions of judgement should cause us to be encouraged on the one hand as we 
anticipate that great day when satan and all of our enemies will be overturned but it should 
also be a day that compels us to fear for those who do not know Christ.  We should be 
moved as Jesus was moved over Jerusalem shedding tears of compassion and frustration.  
We should be laying down our lives in sacrificial ministry as Paul does knowing the terror of 
the Lord. 
  

         

       
  


