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Lesson Number: 64 

Subject: Grade 12 History 

Term: 1 

Week: 9   Lesson Number: 64 

Date: __/__/ 2021 

Unit: 12.1 Decolonization and independence 

Topic 1: Background – early stages of decolonization 

Learning Outcome 

1. Identify and discuss the causes of and reasons for the decline of European 

powers in Africa, Asia and the Pacific 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 
In lesson 64, we begin our study on the unit ‘Decolonization and independence’ and 
focus on the background stages of the process of decolonization. Before we do that 
let us look at how the Second World War help in the process of decolonization. A 
resource text is given below summarizing the effects of WW2 on the world and in 
particular European empires. 
 
Instructions 
In your Lecture Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat 
and legible. (I will be checking your Lecture Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Study the information below and answer the practice exercise. (You can also copy it 
into your Lecture book) 

Unlike the 1914 – 1918 war, the Second World War was a war of rapid movement and was a 
much more complex affair, comprised of major campaigns taking place in the Pacific and the 
Far East, in North Africa and deep in the heart of Russia, as well as in the central and Western 
Europe and the Atlantic.  
Despite the fact that the war initially began in Europe in 1938, it eventually had a ‘spill over’ 
effect to the other parts of the world. Thus, the Second World War had indeed; either directly 
or indirectly affected the lives of people on almost all the continents of the world.  
The effects of the war itself are numerous and the degree of destruction in general was 
immeasurable. However, in areas or countries where the war itself was actually fought, 
experienced a greater level of damage, and had a higher number of casualties.  
In the colonies, they were persuaded by their colonial masters to take part in the war on their 
side with the promise of granting independence at the end of the war. For the colonies, taking 
part in the war it also gave them the opportunity to prove their worth to their colonial powers. 
 
What were the effects of the war?  
(a) Enormous destructions  
(b) There was no all-inclusive peace settlement  
(c) The war stimulated important social changes  
(d) The war caused the production of nuclear weapons  
(e) Europe’s domination of the rest of the world ended  
(f) Emergence of the super-powers  
(g) Decolonisation  
(h) Formation of the United Nations Organisation (UNO) 
 

(Source: Gr 12 History.Unit1.pdf. (2017). Flexible, Open and Distance Education. 
Department of Education, PNG. (Pages 7-13)) 
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Lesson Number: 64 

Practice Exercise 1 
 
Copy the questions into your exercise book and answer. 
 
1. Copy notes from the reading resource on page 1. 

 
2. Answer these questions; 

a) Why was WW2 a war of rapid movement? 
b) World War Two began in Europe but had ‘spill over’ effects. Explain what 

this means. 
c) In terms of the process of decolonization worldwide, how did World War 

Two help with this process? 
 


