
Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The gospel is from John's Gospel and gives 
us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the “disciple Jesus 
loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and experience the 
first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his power to heal.

The gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They appear 
designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were hoping for it 
so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay off of 
the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus missions her to 
announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' appearance to the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have turned out differently. Jesus 
tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to eat, “he was made known to them 

in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says 
and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of 
Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the 
summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture of how the early community gathered 
around as “Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the apostles.” John's Gospel gives us two 
post-resurrection stories that feature Thomas, the doubting apostle. “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty days 
after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that deepening 
realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from the dead so that 
we might have eternal life.

Just as it is difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. St. 
Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to open our 
hearts to a deeply-felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to recognize 
him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we can thank 
God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember that this is Easter 
Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms and in the context of what we 
are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to live the freedom we have been given. If 
death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would 
be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe in the gift 
of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or sing any of the 
wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are facing a 
chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many other struggles can 
challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so that we can live forever. We 
can ask for the gifts of hope renewal these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts be opened even more to receive the 
gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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The peace of Easter

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We are in the middle of Holy Week, which lasts from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Both these Sundays are characterized by 
the feast that takes place around Jesus. But they are two different feasts.

Last Sunday, we saw Christ solemnly entering Jerusalem, as though for a feast, welcomed as the Messiah: cloaks (cf. Lk 19:36) 
and branches cut from trees (cf. Mt 21:8) were laid before him on the ground. The exultant crowd loudly blesses “the King who 
comes”, and acclaims “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Lk 19:38). Those people there celebrate because they see 
Jesus’ entry as the arrival of a new king, who would bring peace and glory. That was the peace those people were waiting for: a 
glorious peace, the fruit of royal intervention, that of a powerful messiah who would liberate Jerusalem from the Roman 
occupation. Others probably dreamed of the re-establishment of a social peace and saw Jesus as the ideal king, who would feed 
the crowd with bread, as he had already done, and would work great miracles, thus bringing more justice into the world.

But Jesus never speaks of this. He has a different Passover ahead of him, not a triumphant Passover. The only thing that he is 
concerned about in the preparation of his entry into Jerusalem is to ride “a colt tied, on which no-one has ever yet sat” (v. 30). 

“They have taken the 
Lord from the tomb, and 

we don’t know where 
they put him.”

John 20:1-9

This is how Christ brings peace into the world: through meekness and mildness, symbolized by that tethered colt, on which 
no-one had ever sat. No-one, because God’s way of doing things is different to that of the world. Indeed, just before Passover, 
Jesus explains to the disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). 
They are two different approaches: the way the world gives us peace, and the way God gives us peace. They are different. The 
peace Jesus gives to us at Easter is not the peace that follows the strategies of the world, which believes it can obtain it through 
force, by conquest and with various forms of imposition. This peace, in reality, is only an interval between wars: we are well 
aware of this. The peace of the Lord follows the way of meekness and mildness: it is taking responsibility for others. Indeed, 
Christ took on himself our evil, sin and our death. He took all of this upon himself. In this way he freed us. He paid for us. His 
peace is not the fruit of some compromise, but rather is born of self-giving. This meek and courageous peace, though, is difficult 
to accept. In fact, the crowd who exalted Jesus is the same that a few days later would shout, “Crucify him!” and, fearful and 
disappointed, would not lift a finger for him.

In this regard, a great story by Dostoevsky, the so-called Legend of The Grand Inquisitor, is always relevant. It tells of Jesus who, 
after several centuries, returns to Earth. He is immediately welcomed by the rejoicing crowd, who recognizes and acclaims him. 
“Ah, you have returned! Come, come with us!”. But then he is arrested by the Inquisitor, who represents worldly logic. The latter 
interrogates him and criticizes him fiercely. The final reason for the rebuke is that Christ, although he could, never wanted to 
become Caesar, the greatest king of this world, preferring to leave mankind free rather than subjugate it and solve its problems by 
force. He could have established peace in the world, bending the free but precarious heart of man by force of a higher power, but 
he chose not to: he respected our freedom. “Hadst Thou taken the world and Caesar’s purple, Thou wouldst have founded the 
universal state and given universal peace” (The Brothers Karamazov, Milan 2012); and with a lashing sentence he concludes, 
“For if anyone has ever deserved our fires, it is Thou”. Here is the deception that is repeated throughout history, the temptation of 
a false peace, based on power, which then leads to hatred and the betrayal of God, and much bitterness in the soul.

In the end, according to the story, the Inquisitor “longed for [Jesus] to say something, however bitter and terrible”. But Christ 
reacts with a gentle and concrete gesture: “He suddenly approached the old man in silence and softly kissed him on his bloodless 
aged lips”. Jesus’ peace does not overpower others; it is not an armed peace, never! The weapons of the Gospel are prayer, 
tenderness, forgiveness and freely-given love for one’s neighbour, love for every neighbour. This is how God’s peace is brought 
into the world. This is why the armed aggression of these days, like every war, is an outrage against God, a blasphemous betrayal 
of the Lord of Passover, a preference for the face of the false god of this world over his meek one. War is always a human act, to 
bring about the idolatry of power.

Before his final Passover, Jesus says to his disciples: “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn 14:27). Yes, 
because while worldly power leaves only destruction and death in its wake — we have seen this in recent days — his peace builds 
up history, starting from the heart of every person who welcomes it. Easter is therefore the true feast of God and humanity, 
because the peace that Christ gained on the cross in giving himself is distributed to us. Therefore, the Risen Christ, on Easter Day, 
appears to the disciples, and how does he greet them? “Peace be with you!” (Jn 20:19-21). This is the greeting of Christ victorious, 
the Risen Christ.

Brothers, sisters, Pasqua , [Italian word for Easter] signifies “passage”. This year above all, it is a blessed occasion to pass from 
the worldly god to the Christian God, from the greed that we carry within us to the charity that sets us free, from the expectation 
of a peace brought by force to the commitment to bear real witness to the peace of Jesus. Brothers and sisters, let us place 
ourselves before the Crucified One, the wellspring of our peace, and ask him for peace of heart and peace in the world.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters: During this Holy Week, the Church celebrates the mystery of Our Lord’s Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. Last Sunday we recalled the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. The crowds acclaimed him as the Messiah who would 
bring about a glorious peace by freeing Jerusalem from Roman occupation. Yet the peace Jesus brought did not employ the 
strategies of the world. Rather than recourse to violence, it comes through the humility and meekness that led him to the Cross. By 
dying for our sins, Christ has set us free. In Dostoyevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov, the Grand Inquisitor accuses Jesus of 
not using his power to establish peace, but rather respecting the freedom of individual men and women. Indeed, the peace that Jesus 
brings does not employ force, but only the “weapons” of the Gospel: prayer, forgiveness and compassion for all our neighbours. 
This, not the blasphemous violence of war, is the peace of Easter; the peace that changes history and the hearts of all who accept it. 
This week, let us draw near to Christ, crucified and risen, and implore his gift of peace in our hearts and in the world.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2022/documents/20220413-udienza-generale.html
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Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The gospel is from John's Gospel and gives 
us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the “disciple Jesus 
loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and experience the 
first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his power to heal.

The gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They appear 
designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were hoping for it 
so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay off of 
the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus missions her to 
announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' appearance to the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have turned out differently. Jesus 
tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to eat, “he was made known to them 

in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says 
and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of 
Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the 
summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture of how the early community gathered 
around as “Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the apostles.” John's Gospel gives us two 
post-resurrection stories that feature Thomas, the doubting apostle. “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty days 
after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that deepening 
realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from the dead so that 
we might have eternal life.

Just as it is difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. St. 
Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to open our 
hearts to a deeply-felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to recognize 
him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we can thank 
God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember that this is Easter 
Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms and in the context of what we 
are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to live the freedom we have been given. If 
death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would 
be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe in the gift 
of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or sing any of the 
wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are facing a 
chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many other struggles can 
challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so that we can live forever. We 
can ask for the gifts of hope renewal these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts be opened even more to receive the 
gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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The peace of Easter

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We are in the middle of Holy Week, which lasts from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Both these Sundays are characterized by 
the feast that takes place around Jesus. But they are two different feasts.

Last Sunday, we saw Christ solemnly entering Jerusalem, as though for a feast, welcomed as the Messiah: cloaks (cf. Lk 19:36) 
and branches cut from trees (cf. Mt 21:8) were laid before him on the ground. The exultant crowd loudly blesses “the King who 
comes”, and acclaims “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Lk 19:38). Those people there celebrate because they see 
Jesus’ entry as the arrival of a new king, who would bring peace and glory. That was the peace those people were waiting for: a 
glorious peace, the fruit of royal intervention, that of a powerful messiah who would liberate Jerusalem from the Roman 
occupation. Others probably dreamed of the re-establishment of a social peace and saw Jesus as the ideal king, who would feed 
the crowd with bread, as he had already done, and would work great miracles, thus bringing more justice into the world.

But Jesus never speaks of this. He has a different Passover ahead of him, not a triumphant Passover. The only thing that he is 
concerned about in the preparation of his entry into Jerusalem is to ride “a colt tied, on which no-one has ever yet sat” (v. 30). 

This is how Christ brings peace into the world: through meekness and mildness, symbolized by that tethered colt, on which 
no-one had ever sat. No-one, because God’s way of doing things is different to that of the world. Indeed, just before Passover, 
Jesus explains to the disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). 
They are two different approaches: the way the world gives us peace, and the way God gives us peace. They are different. The 
peace Jesus gives to us at Easter is not the peace that follows the strategies of the world, which believes it can obtain it through 
force, by conquest and with various forms of imposition. This peace, in reality, is only an interval between wars: we are well 
aware of this. The peace of the Lord follows the way of meekness and mildness: it is taking responsibility for others. Indeed, 
Christ took on himself our evil, sin and our death. He took all of this upon himself. In this way he freed us. He paid for us. His 
peace is not the fruit of some compromise, but rather is born of self-giving. This meek and courageous peace, though, is difficult 
to accept. In fact, the crowd who exalted Jesus is the same that a few days later would shout, “Crucify him!” and, fearful and 
disappointed, would not lift a finger for him.

In this regard, a great story by Dostoevsky, the so-called Legend of The Grand Inquisitor, is always relevant. It tells of Jesus who, 
after several centuries, returns to Earth. He is immediately welcomed by the rejoicing crowd, who recognizes and acclaims him. 
“Ah, you have returned! Come, come with us!”. But then he is arrested by the Inquisitor, who represents worldly logic. The latter 
interrogates him and criticizes him fiercely. The final reason for the rebuke is that Christ, although he could, never wanted to 
become Caesar, the greatest king of this world, preferring to leave mankind free rather than subjugate it and solve its problems by 
force. He could have established peace in the world, bending the free but precarious heart of man by force of a higher power, but 
he chose not to: he respected our freedom. “Hadst Thou taken the world and Caesar’s purple, Thou wouldst have founded the 
universal state and given universal peace” (The Brothers Karamazov, Milan 2012); and with a lashing sentence he concludes, 
“For if anyone has ever deserved our fires, it is Thou”. Here is the deception that is repeated throughout history, the temptation of 
a false peace, based on power, which then leads to hatred and the betrayal of God, and much bitterness in the soul.

In the end, according to the story, the Inquisitor “longed for [Jesus] to say something, however bitter and terrible”. But Christ 
reacts with a gentle and concrete gesture: “He suddenly approached the old man in silence and softly kissed him on his bloodless 
aged lips”. Jesus’ peace does not overpower others; it is not an armed peace, never! The weapons of the Gospel are prayer, 
tenderness, forgiveness and freely-given love for one’s neighbour, love for every neighbour. This is how God’s peace is brought 
into the world. This is why the armed aggression of these days, like every war, is an outrage against God, a blasphemous betrayal 
of the Lord of Passover, a preference for the face of the false god of this world over his meek one. War is always a human act, to 
bring about the idolatry of power.

Before his final Passover, Jesus says to his disciples: “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn 14:27). Yes, 
because while worldly power leaves only destruction and death in its wake — we have seen this in recent days — his peace builds 
up history, starting from the heart of every person who welcomes it. Easter is therefore the true feast of God and humanity, 
because the peace that Christ gained on the cross in giving himself is distributed to us. Therefore, the Risen Christ, on Easter Day, 
appears to the disciples, and how does he greet them? “Peace be with you!” (Jn 20:19-21). This is the greeting of Christ victorious, 
the Risen Christ.

Brothers, sisters, Pasqua , [Italian word for Easter] signifies “passage”. This year above all, it is a blessed occasion to pass from 
the worldly god to the Christian God, from the greed that we carry within us to the charity that sets us free, from the expectation 
of a peace brought by force to the commitment to bear real witness to the peace of Jesus. Brothers and sisters, let us place 
ourselves before the Crucified One, the wellspring of our peace, and ask him for peace of heart and peace in the world.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters: During this Holy Week, the Church celebrates the mystery of Our Lord’s Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. Last Sunday we recalled the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. The crowds acclaimed him as the Messiah who would 
bring about a glorious peace by freeing Jerusalem from Roman occupation. Yet the peace Jesus brought did not employ the 
strategies of the world. Rather than recourse to violence, it comes through the humility and meekness that led him to the Cross. By 
dying for our sins, Christ has set us free. In Dostoyevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov, the Grand Inquisitor accuses Jesus of 
not using his power to establish peace, but rather respecting the freedom of individual men and women. Indeed, the peace that Jesus 
brings does not employ force, but only the “weapons” of the Gospel: prayer, forgiveness and compassion for all our neighbours. 
This, not the blasphemous violence of war, is the peace of Easter; the peace that changes history and the hearts of all who accept it. 
This week, let us draw near to Christ, crucified and risen, and implore his gift of peace in our hearts and in the world.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2022/documents/20220413-udienza-generale.html



Easter Sunday, we read from the Acts of the Apostles to hear Peter's preaching about the Resurrection. The Letter to the 
Colossians reminds us “You have died and your lives are hidden with Christ in God.” The gospel is from John's Gospel and gives 
us the first story of that Easter morning - Mary Magdalene discovers the empty tomb and runs to Peter and the “disciple Jesus 
loved” to tell them. They run to the tomb and discover for themselves that it is empty.

The first reading for Easter Week is from the Acts of the Apostles. We hear Peter's preaching the Good News and experience the 
first deeds of the Apostles, which parallel the acts of Jesus, including the conflicts he experienced and his power to heal.

The gospels this week are all resurrection appearances. These wonderful stories contain some common elements. They appear 
designed to make it clear that this was not a group of disciples who dreamed up the resurrection, because they were hoping for it 
so much. In fact, they found it difficult to believe. The Jesus they saw and experienced was not a “ghost.” Instead, he had a body.

Monday, is the story of Jesus appearing to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, as well as the “cover-up story” and pay off of 
the guards. Tuesday, we read of Jesus' appearance to Mary Magdalene, through the eyes of John's Gospel. Jesus missions her to 
announce the Good News to his brothers. On Wednesday we are treated to Luke's marvelous story of Jesus' appearance to the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They were sad, because they had hoped the story would have turned out differently. Jesus 
tells them why he had to first suffer and die in order to enter into his glory. As they stopped to eat, “he was made known to them 

in the breaking of the bread.” Thursday Jesus appears in the room where the disciples are gathered. “Peace be with you” he says 
and then eats with them and shows them his wounds. On Friday, we have the powerful appearance in John's Gospel at the Sea of 
Tiberias. Peter decided to return to fishing. Jesus appears and re-missions him. On Saturday, the week concludes with the 
summary of appearances in what appears to be an addition to the end of Mark's Gospel.

On the Second Sunday of Easter, as we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, we get a picture of how the early community gathered 
around as “Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the apostles.” John's Gospel gives us two 
post-resurrection stories that feature Thomas, the doubting apostle. “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.”

Daily Prayer This Week

We now begin a celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord for the next seven weeks - when we mark the Ascension forty days 
after Easter and culminating in the celebration of Pentecost on the fiftieth day after Easter. This week, we begin that deepening 
realization of, and reflection upon, the meaning of the gift of life we have received in God's raising Jesus from the dead so that 
we might have eternal life.

Just as it is difficult for many of our cultures to face the reality of death, it is difficult to accept the reality of life after death. St. 
Paul invites us to live in this passing world with our hearts set on the world that will never end. This week let us try to open our 
hearts to a deeply-felt sense of what a difference it makes that the tomb is empty, that Jesus is alive, that he allows us to recognize 
him in the breaking of bread, and that he missions us to proclaim this Good News.

Each morning this week, we can pause for a moment and simply thank God for our being alive today. Even more, we can thank 
God for the life that Jesus won for us. Throughout the day, and at different brief moments, we can remember that this is Easter 
Week and ask to live more freely today, more gratefully. We can name the grace in our own terms and in the context of what we 
are experiencing, what gets us discouraged or what gives us life. Overall, we want to live the freedom we have been given. If 
death has no hold on us, so many of our fears would melt away. If we realized our ultimate home is in heaven, our spirits would 
be lighter and we would walk around more gratefully.

So, as we go through this week, we can let ourselves believe in the Resurrection that was won for us. “Lord, I believe in the gift 
of life you have given me in the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus.” We can say this act of faith, or sing any of the 
wonderful Easter songs in the back of our minds, as many times as it takes to let ourselves feel the effects of Easter.

Perhaps we had a difficult Holy Week or Easter. There might have been loneliness or family conflicts. Perhaps we are facing a 
chronic illness or deep struggles with a loved one, or we are grieving the loss of a loved one. These, and many other struggles can 
challenge our Easter hope and joy. This is the week to place our trust in the one who is now alive, so that we can live forever. We 
can ask for the gifts of hope renewal these days. In giving thanks, we can ask that our hearts be opened even more to receive the 
gift of his Spirit.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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Dear brothers and sisters, good morning!

We are in the middle of Holy Week, which lasts from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. Both these Sundays are characterized by 
the feast that takes place around Jesus. But they are two different feasts.

Last Sunday, we saw Christ solemnly entering Jerusalem, as though for a feast, welcomed as the Messiah: cloaks (cf. Lk 19:36) 
and branches cut from trees (cf. Mt 21:8) were laid before him on the ground. The exultant crowd loudly blesses “the King who 
comes”, and acclaims “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Lk 19:38). Those people there celebrate because they see 
Jesus’ entry as the arrival of a new king, who would bring peace and glory. That was the peace those people were waiting for: a 
glorious peace, the fruit of royal intervention, that of a powerful messiah who would liberate Jerusalem from the Roman 
occupation. Others probably dreamed of the re-establishment of a social peace and saw Jesus as the ideal king, who would feed 
the crowd with bread, as he had already done, and would work great miracles, thus bringing more justice into the world.

But Jesus never speaks of this. He has a different Passover ahead of him, not a triumphant Passover. The only thing that he is 
concerned about in the preparation of his entry into Jerusalem is to ride “a colt tied, on which no-one has ever yet sat” (v. 30). 

This is how Christ brings peace into the world: through meekness and mildness, symbolized by that tethered colt, on which 
no-one had ever sat. No-one, because God’s way of doing things is different to that of the world. Indeed, just before Passover, 
Jesus explains to the disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you” (Jn 14:27). 
They are two different approaches: the way the world gives us peace, and the way God gives us peace. They are different. The 
peace Jesus gives to us at Easter is not the peace that follows the strategies of the world, which believes it can obtain it through 
force, by conquest and with various forms of imposition. This peace, in reality, is only an interval between wars: we are well 
aware of this. The peace of the Lord follows the way of meekness and mildness: it is taking responsibility for others. Indeed, 
Christ took on himself our evil, sin and our death. He took all of this upon himself. In this way he freed us. He paid for us. His 
peace is not the fruit of some compromise, but rather is born of self-giving. This meek and courageous peace, though, is difficult 
to accept. In fact, the crowd who exalted Jesus is the same that a few days later would shout, “Crucify him!” and, fearful and 
disappointed, would not lift a finger for him.

In this regard, a great story by Dostoevsky, the so-called Legend of The Grand Inquisitor, is always relevant. It tells of Jesus who, 
after several centuries, returns to Earth. He is immediately welcomed by the rejoicing crowd, who recognizes and acclaims him. 
“Ah, you have returned! Come, come with us!”. But then he is arrested by the Inquisitor, who represents worldly logic. The latter 
interrogates him and criticizes him fiercely. The final reason for the rebuke is that Christ, although he could, never wanted to 
become Caesar, the greatest king of this world, preferring to leave mankind free rather than subjugate it and solve its problems by 
force. He could have established peace in the world, bending the free but precarious heart of man by force of a higher power, but 
he chose not to: he respected our freedom. “Hadst Thou taken the world and Caesar’s purple, Thou wouldst have founded the 
universal state and given universal peace” (The Brothers Karamazov, Milan 2012); and with a lashing sentence he concludes, 
“For if anyone has ever deserved our fires, it is Thou”. Here is the deception that is repeated throughout history, the temptation of 
a false peace, based on power, which then leads to hatred and the betrayal of God, and much bitterness in the soul.

In the end, according to the story, the Inquisitor “longed for [Jesus] to say something, however bitter and terrible”. But Christ 
reacts with a gentle and concrete gesture: “He suddenly approached the old man in silence and softly kissed him on his bloodless 
aged lips”. Jesus’ peace does not overpower others; it is not an armed peace, never! The weapons of the Gospel are prayer, 
tenderness, forgiveness and freely-given love for one’s neighbour, love for every neighbour. This is how God’s peace is brought 
into the world. This is why the armed aggression of these days, like every war, is an outrage against God, a blasphemous betrayal 
of the Lord of Passover, a preference for the face of the false god of this world over his meek one. War is always a human act, to 
bring about the idolatry of power.

Before his final Passover, Jesus says to his disciples: “Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn 14:27). Yes, 
because while worldly power leaves only destruction and death in its wake — we have seen this in recent days — his peace builds 
up history, starting from the heart of every person who welcomes it. Easter is therefore the true feast of God and humanity, 
because the peace that Christ gained on the cross in giving himself is distributed to us. Therefore, the Risen Christ, on Easter Day, 
appears to the disciples, and how does he greet them? “Peace be with you!” (Jn 20:19-21). This is the greeting of Christ victorious, 
the Risen Christ.

Brothers, sisters, Pasqua , [Italian word for Easter] signifies “passage”. This year above all, it is a blessed occasion to pass from 
the worldly god to the Christian God, from the greed that we carry within us to the charity that sets us free, from the expectation 
of a peace brought by force to the commitment to bear real witness to the peace of Jesus. Brothers and sisters, let us place 
ourselves before the Crucified One, the wellspring of our peace, and ask him for peace of heart and peace in the world.

Summary of the Holy Father's words:

Dear Brothers and Sisters: During this Holy Week, the Church celebrates the mystery of Our Lord’s Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. Last Sunday we recalled the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. The crowds acclaimed him as the Messiah who would 
bring about a glorious peace by freeing Jerusalem from Roman occupation. Yet the peace Jesus brought did not employ the 
strategies of the world. Rather than recourse to violence, it comes through the humility and meekness that led him to the Cross. By 
dying for our sins, Christ has set us free. In Dostoyevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov, the Grand Inquisitor accuses Jesus of 
not using his power to establish peace, but rather respecting the freedom of individual men and women. Indeed, the peace that Jesus 
brings does not employ force, but only the “weapons” of the Gospel: prayer, forgiveness and compassion for all our neighbours. 
This, not the blasphemous violence of war, is the peace of Easter; the peace that changes history and the hearts of all who accept it. 
This week, let us draw near to Christ, crucified and risen, and implore his gift of peace in our hearts and in the world.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2022/documents/20220413-udienza-generale.html

"This weekend, there will be a second collection for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & Thankfulness) 
programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Scan the QR code for 
the video "Echoing and Handing Down the Faith" to see how the Office for Catechesis works to 
realise this vision. Please give generously and consider signing up for a pledge at 
catholicfoundation.sg/give "



“COME.”
REV 22:17

STS. PETER & PAUL  
PARISH DINNER 2022

 
Saturday, 15 October 2022 at 7.00pm
 
QIAN XI (Paya Lebar) Restaurant
845, Geylang Road
#04-09 Tanjong Katong Complex
Singapore400845
 
Table for 10 at $800
Please contact  

 
for ticket sales
�resa Tang at 96930178





The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
5.30pm 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.

starting 21 April 2022



MY 
PERSONAL
MORAL
COMPASS
2022
Module 3: 
Christian Morality

Scan the QR code or visit 
https://forms.office.com/r/qUksxfNMDP

5 May 2022 to 30 Jun 2022 (Thurs), 
7.30pm. Contribution: $70

Sessions are conducted via Zoom Live.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.


