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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, July 18, 2016, at the Richfield Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Bond, Eckler, Seamon, and Woodrow.

Motion to pay all claims with three signatures by Palumbo, second by Bond.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.
			A General				$     6,690,24
			B General				$          19.92
			DA Highway				$   33,063.17
			DB Highway				$   12,256.56
			SL Street Lighting			$          81.81
						Total		$   52,111.70
Motion to approve minutes of the June 20, 2016, meeting by Seamon, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  Motion to approve minutes of the July 11, 2016, meeting by Eckler, second by Bond.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – abstain, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Highway Superintendent Kress was absent but left a report that the new tables and grills were put in place at the beach by the highway department before the WLK Memorial Pavilion dedication.

The clerk read a note of thanks from the Hazeltons.  They rented the beach the previous weekend and were appreciative of the employees and setup.

Planning Board Chairman Urtz reported on the public hearing held last week for the proposed “Lakeside Acres Animal Hospital and Boarding Kennels.”  There were many comments and questions from the neighbors concerning what kind of animals will be treated, noise, lighting, etc.  Parts I and II of the SEQR were completed, the board expects to vote next month.

Carol Frigault reported that the comprehensive Plan Committee is still taking feedback.  The Zoning Committees for both the Town of Richfield and the Village of Richfield Springs are still meeting.

Judge Marmet briefly addressed the board about JCAP grants available for the court and how the grant money can be used.  Supervisor Palumbo will work with Judge Marmet to pursue the matter.

Old Business

The Village of Richfield Springs has been sent a letter concerning moving the village court out of the town hall.  The deadline in the letter is September 30, 2016. 

There is still no clear answer concerning the ownership of Memorial park.  The tax roll shows it as belonging to the Village of Richfield Springs, but the Otsego County Real Property director
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believes it may belong to the town due to a recording error made many years ago.  Supervisor Palumbo has spoken to one Abstract Company that will charge $50.00/hour but will not give us a fixed price.  The supervisor is just starting to talk to another abstract company but there is nothing to report yet, hopefully by next month.  The beach questionnaire should be completed by next month.  All the beach employees need to go back to school before Labor Day so the beach may need to be closed before that weekend.  The county has no recommendation on the placement of the AED in the Town Hall, so our placement is acceptable.

Councilman Eckler has a quote from Ed Bello for new lighting at the hall/garage.  It may be late to participate in the rebate program this time around so we will try to get everything in place for the next round of rebates in January.  Judge Marmet was asked to see if the JCAP grant program will cover the cost of new lights in the town hall and outdoor security lights.  He agreed to look into it.  Bello will be contacted to see if he will give a price for just the garage.  Canadarago Electric will also be contacted for a quote.

New Business

The board discussed the six month balance sheets.  Our six month financial health is good.

The engine of the riding mower at the beach blew up.  Lowe’s in Herkimer has a riding mower with just one hour of use time on it that we can purchase for $1174.00 with a full warranty.  Board members approved a voucher for $1174.0 for the riding mower.  It will be purchased tomorrow.  A push mower for tighter areas was also talked about.  Walmart has a 20” mower we can purchase for $ 103.00.   Motion by Eckler, second by Woodrow to authorize the supervisor to purchase a push mower for up to $150.00.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  The supervisor will submit a voucher for the push mower next month.  There was a discussion concerning who mows, trims, weed-whacks, etc. It should be the beach staff; staff members will receive training on the equipment.  Hours have been cut at the beach if people are not needed.

Supervisor Palumbo spoke on RPTL Section 487 pertaining to tax exemptions for solar, wind, and farm energy projects.  Governments can opt out of granting exemptions if there is a law in place.  Motion by Eckler, second by Woodrow to hold a public hearing on “A LOCAL LAW OPTING OUT OF THE SOLAR, WIND, AND FARM ENERGY TAX  EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY REAL PROPERTY TAX LAW SECTION 487” on Thursday, August 4, 2016, at 6:00 PM at the Richfield Town Hall.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo –yes.

Motion to adjourn at 6:55 PM by Palumbo, second by Eckler.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

_________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk

