
 
 
 
 

 

 

July 3 Office Closed 
 
July 4 Office Closed 

  

  Youth Parking Fundraiser 
 
July 12 Spring Lake Neighborhood Picnic 
 
July 16 Summer Beach  Get-Together 
 
July 16-21 
  Vine Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
 
Aug. 5 Youth Parking Fundraiser 
 
Aug. 13 Summer Beach Get-Together 
 
Aug. 16 Ferrysburg Neighborhood Picnic 
 
Aug, 26 FPC Habitat Saturday Build Day 
 
Sept. 10 Whole-Church Worship & Picnic 
 
Oct. 13-15 

 Second Annual All-Church Retreat 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Don’t Forget to Pack the “Take-Out Church!” 
 

Going on vacation this summer? Pick up a “Take-Out Church” box from the 

family ministries desk before you leave! 
 

Take-Out Church is a way for your family to bring your faith to life with you 

on vacation. Just as on Sunday mornings, there are opportunities for laughter 

and fellowship (flip card questions), to praise God (CD), pray (Skittle prayers),  

serve (serve your neighbor game), and more. Through it all we want you to 

remember to take Jesus with you. He is the most important thing in this box.  
 

Color “flat Jesus” (like “flat Stanley”) and then take him with 

you everywhere you go. Snap a picture and post it to the church 

facebook page and send it to Becky Yonan (byonan@fpgh.org) 

so we can see and display where Jesus vacations this summer! 

ALL members are encouraged to take “flat Jesus” on vacation 

with them (not just families with children). 
 

Have fun, be safe, and take church with you this summer! 

A HUGE Thank-You! 
from the Golf Scramble “FUN”Raiser Committee 

 

Thank you to the awesome golfers, generous sponsors and contributors,  

community donors, incredible volunteers, dedicated committee members, and 

Pigeon Creek Golf Course staff for making the First Annual Golf Scramble 

“Fun”Raiser such a success! What a wonderful afternoon of fun and fellowship 

to benefit Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. More details to follow soon. 

“One under a tree, one under a bush, one under the water.”  

       ~Lee Trevino, describing how he was one under during a tournament 

photos courtesy of Michael Ver Duin Photography 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Cyndy Buening, Ruth Edward,  
Chuck Holmes, Margaret and  
Stewart Johnson, Sue Roper,  
Barbara Stockman, Jill Wiersma,  
Fran Wilson, and Evelyn Wood  

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Ruth Edward and Diane Fahndrich 
on the death of husband and father 
Don Edward, on June 2, 2017.  
A memorial service for Don will be 
held at the church on Saturday, July 
15, at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 to Don and Charlotte Anderson and 
family on the death of their daughter, 
Kathy Anderson, on June 9, 2017. 

 

 to Tim and Pam Bullerdick and  
family on the death of Tim’s father, 
Jim Bullerdick, on June 9, 2017. 

 

 to Phyllis Papanoli on the death of her 
sister, Marge Twa, on June 27, 2017. 

 

Thank you! 
 “Thank you to everyone for all of the 
cards and prayers during my recent 
illness. They were very much  
appreciated.” 
        - Phyllis Papanoli 

 

 “You all have done so much for our 
family during this time (our move and 
birth of twins). It is humbling and a 
blessing beyond description, a simple 
“thank you” doesn’t seem to suffice or 
even come close to expressing what is 
in our hearts. The twins were waited 
for, prayed for, wished for...but we 
were not ready financially in any way 
for them. You helped make their birth 
the blessing it always should have 
been instead of the burden it could 
have been. Again, thank you so much 
from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

Sincerely,  
Timothy and Kari, Logan, Anna,  

Kristopher, Silas, and Kenna Paintin 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our members 
and friends who are no longer able to come to 
church regularly. Bless their special day with a card 
from their church family! 

 
 

July 4 Margaret Johnson 
Breton Rehab & Living Center 
2589-44th Street, S.E. 
Room 109 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 

 

July 25 Claude Snyder 
 7178 Lake Vista Drive SW, #1B 

Byron Center, MI  49315 
 

July 27 Sue Roper 
Village at the Pines 
1450 S. Ferry Street, #331 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

July 28 Laurel Hendrick 
17880 Merrywood Lane 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Aug. 12 Jean Davis 
286 South Waverly 
Holland, MI 49423 

 
 
 

 
 

 American Heart Association  
Family & Friends CPR Classes 

 

Everyone at FPC is being offered the chance to learn basic skills 
in CPR/AED (Adult/Child/Infant) and relief from choking. 

CPR is easy to learn and perform. The more people who know 
the skills, the more lives can be saved. The cost of the class is 
$3.00 (to cover the price of the booklet). If you need CPR/AED 
certification, those more intense classes can be scheduled. 

The class dates for summer/fall are: 
 

Saturday, July 22nd  1-3 pm   

Monday, August 14th  9-11 am  
 

Contact Diane Jones at 231-780-0273 with questions or to sign up. 

Monday, Sept 11th 1-3 pm  

Saturday, Oct. 14th 1-3pm  

Consistent Giving this Summer… 
and Through the Year 

 

We're hoping you have a relaxing and joyful summer. But while you're out 
there boating, camping or seeing the state parks, please remember your church 
at home. We count on your support to meet expenses and continue our ministry 
all year long. And, we make it easy to give …no matter where you are! 
 

 You can use your bank’s online bill paying service to send your gifts 
through the summer months or all the time. 

 You can mail a check to First Presbyterian Church, 508 Franklin Ave., 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 You can contact Tina Ramones (tramones@fpgh.org) or 616-842-6760 to 
set up a direct debit or automatic draft from your bank account. 

 You can use our online payment system at www.fpgh.org. This can be set 
up to make recurring payments through the summer… or through the year. 

 

We hope you’ll take advantage of the above ways to ensure consistent giving 
through the summer and through the year. And, again, thank you for your  
support …and have a great summer! 

Bingo Prizes Needed 
 

Do you have old jewelry (long neck-
laces, pierced earrings, etc.) or beanie 
babies you would like to get rid of? 
The deacons would love your  
donations to use as Bingo prizes at 
Sanctuary at the Shore. If you have 
any items to donate, please bring them 
to the church office. Thank you!  

tel:(231)%20780-0273
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At 
 its June meeting, your  
Session unanimously  

decided to renew the interim contract 
for the Rev. Jill VanderWal for  
another year. There are many reasons 
for why I am very glad that God has 
called the church and Pastor Jill to 
maintain this ministry relationship for 
another year. First, she has done a 
masterful job in her work over her 
first two years here. Evidence of her 
ministry is all over the church – from 
the warmth of the deacon visits to the 
strategic direction of the leadership of 
the church. Second, continuing this 
relationship for another year provides 
the church needed stability. It gives 
me more time to settle into place here, 
and it allows the whole church more 
time to seek together who God is  
calling us to be in this new season of 
ministry. Third, this allows Pastor Jill 
to focus her considerable gifts for 
ministry into new areas. In particular, 
she will be working on deepening our 
church’s connections in the community 
in creative, new ways. If you haven’t 
already done so, please make sure 
you give God thanks for Pastor Jill 
(and tell her how much you love her 
as well!). I know that I am very glad 
that we have more time to serve God 
together as a pastoral team. 

 As your church’s leadership and staff 
turn our attention to the future, one 
area of focus for us is connectedness. 
When transitions happen, particularly 
when there were so many difficult 
transitions, it is easy for us to be  
disconnected from each other and 
from what God is trying to do through 
us. There are several social opportunities 
this summer where you have a chance 
to make new friends or to become 
reacquainted with each other. I really 
hope you’ll make these events a  
priority. One of the greatest possible 
strengths of a church our size is our 
ability to know and care for each other, 
while still supporting a strong  
program through our time and giving. 
  

How are you making connections 
with your faith? How are you  
connecting with those God has given 
you as a family of faith? How may we 
as a church assist you in taking those 
next steps into deeper relationship 
with Jesus and with each other? This 
is one of the main joys of being a 
church, so I hope you desire to  
become more connected, especially in 
the summer where we often have 
more flexible schedules! 
  

At the end of June I spent a week at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary to continue my doctoral 
studies. This seminar focused on 
methods of biblical interpretation,  
and it has been very helpful for me  
as an interpreter and preacher of 
God’s Word. Thank you for your  
support of me in my studies. I can’t 
wait to see how what I’m learning 
helps our church. 
  

Now that it’s July, my transition will 
(finally) be complete. School finished 
well for our kids on the other side of 
the state, as did Jess’ ministries in the 
church and in the schools. In late 
June, all of our earthly possessions 
were loaded up for our new home in 
Grand Haven. July will be a month of 
unpacking, having my family learn 
their new home, and taking a much-
needed vacation to be with each  
other. Thank you to all of you for 
your offers to help us settle, to bring 
food by while we unpack our kitchen, 
and to welcome all of us to our new 
home. We’re glad to be among you. I 
trust you’ll have a great summer in 
our beautiful home. 
  

In Christ, 
 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

News from the June Session Meeting 
  
We want to keep all of our members in the loop about the actions of the Session. Beginning now, we will have a brief 
monthly summary in Tidings. If you want more detail, the Session minutes are posted on www.fpgh.org. 
  

Highlights 
1. We are exploring who/what we are and who/what we want to be in five years so that we can be intentional about 

following where God is calling us. 
2. We learned about the preliminary planning for our 2018 annual budget. 
3. We approved a revised job description for our associate pastor and approved a new “Covenant with an Interim 

Associate Pastor” (This means Pastor Jill will continue her ministry among us for another year!). 
4. We approved fifteen new member and four baptisms.  
5. We witnessed the installation of elder Michele Smith who was out of town on the date when the other new elders 

were installed.  
6. We are taking a meeting sabbatical for the month of July.  

  

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 

From the Session of FPC 

http://www.fpgh.org/


Tidings article deadline for August 2017 issue: July 21, 2017 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 
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In Our Church 

Neighborhood Summer Picnics 
 

This summer we are planning a series of “neighborhood” picnics, so that you 
can connect with people who may live in your neck of the woods! The picnics 
will be at local parks, so kids can run and play together. Pastor Troy and his 
family will also be attending when they are able, so this is also an opportunity 
to welcome them and get to know them better. 
 

Dates and Locations: 
Wednesday, July 12: Spring Lake neighborhood at Central Park 

Wednesday, August 16: Ferrysburg neighborhood at North Beach Park 
 

Time: 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Bring: 
...a dish to share and your own plates and cutlery.  

We’ll start eating around 6:00 p.m. 
 

If you are not able to attend your neighborhood 
picnic, feel free to drop in  

to any of the others that fit your schedule. 
 

RSVPs are helpful to Jill at jillv@fpgh.org 
on Facebook events, or at the Welcome Desk. 

Surf, Sun and So 
Much Fun! 

 

The Young Families small 
group extends a warm  
invitation to all to join them 
for fun evenings at the 
beach this summer! 
 

We’ll meet up at the Grand Haven 
State Park at 4:00 p.m. on the north 
side of the pavilion on these dates: 

 
Sunday, July 16 

(hosts: the Heritage family, 616-633-8300) 
 

Sunday, August 13 
(hosts: the Hayes family, 616-848-9654) 

 

The hosts for each gathering will  
provide the main dish. Everyone else 
is asked to bring something to share. 

 

Please RSVP on Facebook events or 
sign up at the Welcome Desk. 

New Summer Sermon Series: 

Living History 

Knowing that summer takes all of us in and out of town, we wanted each sermon to stand well on its own, but we 

also wanted something that would build up the church both in knowledge and in application. So, we decided to start 

at the beginning – Genesis.  

This new series we’re calling, “Living History,” because we believe that 

these ancient texts are both worth studying together and because they  

actually communicate quite a bit into how we live our lives today. 

Through the rest of the summer, we’ll be in Genesis, the first book of the 

Bible. We encourage you to read Genesis this summer. We’re certainly 

not going to cover everything in this amazing book, but there are few 

books in the Bible with so many interesting stories that are so broadly 

known in our culture. Reading them, I think they’ll surprise you, both in 

what you assume they say and what they actually say. Together, let’s live 

history.  
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First Sunday  
Food Collection  

Every month, the Mission  
Committee collects non-perishable 
food and household goods for local 
food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
the Mission for Area People in 
Muskegon Heights. 
 

Please bring any 
donations to church  
on or before Sunday,  
July 2. Thank you! 

CG Fest Cooling  
Center Help Wanted 

 

This year, we plan to open our doors 
during the Coast Guard Festival  
parade as a “cooling center” for those 
who need a break from heat, a drink 
of water or to use the restrooms.  
 

Volunteers are needed to staff the 
building slightly before the parade 
until approximately 2:30 p.m.  
 

If you are willing to take a shift, 
please contact Karen: 842-6760 or 
knienhouse@fpgh.org. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Saturday Build 
 

Save the date for a FPC Saturday build day at the latest Habitat House! 
 

On August 26, let’s plan to show up in force and get some work done! More details will be provided as the date gets  
closer, but for now, put the date on your calendar!  

CROP Walk  
Coordinator Wanted 

 

The Mission Committee is looking for 
someone to coordinate  FPC’s  
involvement in this year’s CROP walk.  
 

The walk will take 
place on October 1, 
and raises funds to help 
end hunger at home 
and around the world. 
 

Please consider making a difference 
in this way, and contact Jack Jansma 
at 616-837-9000 for more information. 
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More Photos from our First Annual Golf Scramble “Fun”Raiser 

photos courtesy of Michael Ver Duin Photography 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 
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Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

Host Families Wanted 
July 20-24, 2017 

German Youth Orchestra  
 

Take advantage of an amazing opportunity to host a  
student from this 70-member youth orchestra from 
Böblingen, Germany.  
 

The students are taking part in the Blue Lake Interna-
tional Exchange Program and will be in Grand Haven 
from Thursday, July 20 thru Monday, July 24. 
 

If you are interested, please follow (or cut and paste)  
this link https://goo.gl/forms/g5ekps5WZN0RzBkT2 to 
complete a Google Form. You may also contact Melisa 
Meyers at meyersm@ghaps.org with any questions. 

 
 
 
 

Worship on the Waterfront 
Volunteers Needed 

 
The 71st Season of Worship on the Waterfront (WOW) 
has begun, and your help is requested! 
 
Volunteers are needed for these positions: 
 

Greeters 
to cover the entrances on Sunday nights  

from 6:15-7:30 p.m.  
sign up by following this link: 

https://goo.gl/6tfoCH  
 

Set-up and take-down crew 
Volunteers are needed to set up and take down  

equipment, chairs and tables. Volunteers are also need-
ed to clean up the stadium by picking up any trash left  

behind after the concert.  
Sign up by following this link: 

https://goo.gl/pYLwMo 
 

For more information and a full schedule of events, visit 
the Worship on the Waterfront website at:  
http://worshiponthewaterfront.org 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/g5ekps5WZN0RzBkT2

