
(Your Compelling Question goes here) - Your question might present 
prevailing perspectives about a historical event where in which more than 
one group could be considered the guilty party. You could also center your 
trial around the actions of a specific individual, and wither their actions 
violated any historical crimes. You need to develop a question that has 
multiple correct answers, and could be argued equally by many sides. 

Formative Lessons: 

For the formative lessons, think about what historical events students will need to successfully 
understand to complete the inquiry. It’s important to have at least two lessons. One might cover 
the main details or events relating to the topic. I’ve had students read short historical 
backgrounds, draw pictures related to detailed timelines, or watch videos with supporting 
questions. 

The second formative task should cover different perspectives regarding the event, including 
primary sources. You can break this task up into more individualized lessons if necessary. You 
can also have students investigate other smaller historical questions about the time period. With 
a Mock Trial, it will be important that the primary sources review the major facts relating to the 
case, along with primary sources that can be assigned to each of the witnesses at the trial. 

When picking witnesses for the trial, make sure that they represent a variety of viewpoints. 
There should be one or two that would more easily side with the defense, and one or two that 
would more easily side with the prosecution. 

Inquiry Description:

In this inquiry, students investigate the story behind (historical event or person). As they 

complete this inquiry, students will learn more about the history of the (fill in the topic you’ll 
be discussing with students here). The inquiry invites students to think like historians as 
they tackle unresolved historical questions. This inquiry provide students with the opportunity 
to conduct a mock trial and “act on history” by evaluating evidence.  All members of the Mock 
Trial will evaluate evidence in some form.  The prosecution, defense and witnesses must 
evaluate and analyze the evidence before the trial, and the jury evaluates the evidence during 
the trial. 

NOTE: This inquiry is expected to take (fill in the time required for students to 
complete this inquiry). The inquiry time frame could expand if teachers think their students 
need additional instructional experiences (i.e., supporting questions, formative performance 
tasks, and featured sources). Teachers are encouraged to adapt the inquiries in order to meet the 
needs and interests of their particular students. Resources can also be modified as necessary to 
meet individualized education programs (IEPs) or Section 504 Plans for students with 
disabilities.



What are the responsibilities of a jury during a trial? 

Investigate the role of the juror during a trial.

● http://www.nyjuror.gov/juryQandA.sht
ml

● dictionary.reference.com (look up 
bolded words here)

● http://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms
/jury-service/learn-about-jury-service

(These might need to be changed 
depending on your state)

http://www.nyjuror.gov/juryQandA.shtml
http://www.nyjuror.gov/juryQandA.shtml
http://dictionary.reference.com/
http://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms/jury-service/learn-about-jury-service
http://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms/jury-service/learn-about-jury-service


My students have access to chromebooks in the classroom.  I have them use specific 
websites on the internet to research the responsibilities of a jury.  Some of the questions 
provide basic background knowledge as to what they will be experiencing when the trial 
begins.  They will conduct this research during class time while the prosecution, defense 
and witnesses are working on their research for the trial.

These lesson plans are based on a 40 minute bell schedule.  Obviously, they can be changed to meet 
the needs of your classroom. 

For this task performance, the students work through the trial procedure, create a short 
Powerpoint/Google slides presentation of evidence, and write questions for the witnesses 
at the trial.  They will use the documents provided for evidence, and that evidence will be 
used for the Powerpoint presentation.  They can also use the evidence to help them write 
questions for the witnesses.  My students have access to chromebooks, so they divide up 
the tasks and work to edit particular sections individually and as partners.  (With Google 
Slides or Docs, they can actually edit the same piece of paper at the same time.)

The witnesses have an essential role to fulfill in the trial.  They are only presented with 
the documents that pertain to their role they are playing.  They must really understand 
the life of their character, and how that character feels about Andrew Jackson.  They 
should annotate all documents, and then meet with the prosecution and defense to 
prepare for the questions they will be asked at the trial.  It’s best to pick students who are 
intrinsically motivated for this role, as they will revel in the experience.  

Students should work to complete the formative lessons for historical background. 
Obviously the numbers of days assigned may change depending on the amount of 
information you find necessary to discuss with students. The historical background 
should cover the historical content related to your inquiry. Primary sources related to 
this content is covered through the trial portion. 



For this day, the prosecution and defense should make sure they are ready for the trial.  They need 
to finish up the presentation slides.  They also need to meet with all of the witnesses to make sure 
that both are prepared to ask and answer the questions on the day of the trial.  This really helps to 
calm nerves, and to make sure that the trial proceeds correctly.  I also like to discuss the rules of 
the courtroom with these students.  They can object if they think a question is unfair.  They LOVE 
this component.

The witnesses should finish learning about the person they will be representing.  The witnesses 
should then meet with the prosecution and defense to prepare for the questions they will be asked.  
I don’t allow the student playing Andrew Jackson to meet with the prosecution.  It adds a bit more 
suspense to his role.  It typically takes the students 60-80 minutes to complete this task if they’re 
working cooperatively.  Some work on the tasks more in study hall or for homework.  

See the previous day for some background.  Students might have had to catch up on the timeline 
or the background video questions.  Once complete, they should then work on the jury questions.  
If they complete all of the proceeding assignments, they can then play a game on icivics.com 
relating to jury service.  I like having them play We the Jury.

These two teams will follow the trial procedure for the trial.  When the trial is finished, I have the 
two teams go to our media center while the jury deliberates.  Since these two teams have done so 
much work leading up to the trial, I let them take a bit of a break. 

The witnesses should be as true as possible to the characters they are playing in the trial. 

The students should listen silently to the testimony of those in the trial and take notes.  They need 
to be reminded that they will be offered the opportunity to speak when they deliberate during the 
actual trial. 

Make sure to look over the Mock Trial procedure.  I have students look over a copy of this as well.  Students 
should fulfill their varying roles as part of the jury, the prosecution and defense, and the witnesses.  I like to 
have all of the rubrics printed so that I can grade and take notes as the trial is proceeding.  Depending on the 
class, most trials take a bit more than one day to finish.  Typically, the jury deliberations spill over into the 
second day.  Once the trial is finished, I collect the completed paperwork from students, and then have them 
add the other papers to their binders. 



Name 

5 4 3 2 1

PREPARATION 
AND 
RESEARCH 
(counts 3X)

- You show all of 
the qualities of a 
4, but with 
mastery and 
consistency that is 
outstanding.

- Witness 
statements have 
been fully 
developed, 
completely 
consistent with 
historical record, 
accurately 
performed.  The 
witness clearly 
used text based 
evidence in their 
testimony. 

- Witness 
statements are 
adequately 
developed, fairly 
consistent, and 
accurately 
performed.  The 
witness used 
some text based 
evidence in their 
testimony.

- Witness 
statements are 
inconsistent, and 
the performance is 
uneven.  Some of 
the questions are 
properly formed 
with little 
evidence, and 
some are 
confusing.. 

- Written work or 
performance 
shows a lack of 
preparation.

VOICE
(counts 1X)

NYS - S.S.P - F. 
1

- You show all of 
the qualities of a 
4, but with 
mastery and 
consistency that is 
outstanding.

- Easily 
understood; 
consistent use of 
appropriate rate, 
volume, and 
intonation.
- Seems very real; 
excellent use of 
body and facial 
expression; words 
and gestures 
match.
- Demonstrates 
respect for the 
rights of others, 
respectfully 
disagrees with 
others viewpoints.

- Understood 
most of the time; 
appropriate rate, 
volume, and 
intonation most 
of the time.
- Believable; 
adequate use of 
body and facial 
expression; fairly 
well adapted to 
setting.
- Demonstrates 
respect for the 
rights of others, 
respectfully 
disagrees with 
others 
viewpoints.

- Understood most 
of the time; 
appropriate rate, 
volume, and 
intonation most of 
the time.
- Demonstrates 
respect for the 
rights of others, 
respectfully 
disagrees with 
others viewpoints.

- Difficult to 
understand, very 
quiet - spoke too 
fast or too slow.
- Demonstrated 
disrespect towards 
classmates or 
disrespected 
others viewpoints.


