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 1                  STATE OF CONNECTICUT
  


 2                DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
  


 3                ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
  


 4          PUBLIC UTILITIES REGULATORY AUTHORITY
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 7              STATE WATER PLANNING COUNCIL
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 9
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 3             LORI MATHIEU
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 7        South Central CT Regional Water Authority:
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17        Connecticut Water Company:
  


18             DAVID RADKA
  


19        DEEP Staff:
  


20             CORINNE FITTING
  


21             DENISE RUZICKA
  


22        PURA Staff:
  


23             NICHOLAS E. NEELEY
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll call this meeting
  


 2   of the Water Planning Council for Tuesday, July
  


 3   10th to order.
  


 4              Before we begin, Lori has some
  


 5   introductions to make.
  


 6              LORI MATHIEU:  I do.  Hi.  I want to
  


 7   introduce three of our interns, three of our five
  


 8   UConn interns that are sitting in the front row.
  


 9              If you want to stand up and say hello
  


10   and say your name and what you're studying at
  


11   UConn?
  


12              Go ahead, Connor, you first.
  


13              CONNOR CAMPBELL:  I'm Connor Campbell.
  


14   I'm going to be a junior at UConn.  I'm studying
  


15   environmental engineering.
  


16              LEIGH FEDERICI:  I'm Leigh Federici.
  


17   I'm also going to be a junior at UConn, and I'm
  


18   studying natural resources.
  


19              EMILY OLCHOWSKI:  I'm Emily Olchowski.
  


20   I'm studying environmental engineering.  I'm going
  


21   to be a junior too.
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  Awesome.  Well, thank
  


23   you for being here.  We have five interns this
  


24   summer.  We're very pleased to have them.  And it
  


25   always is a breath of fresh air to have students
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 1   in our midst.  So thank you for coming, and thank
  


 2   you for being here.
  


 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome.
  


 4              And also just walked in is the -- we
  


 5   kind call him the Godfather of the State Water
  


 6   Plan.  He's certainly been our guardian angel in
  


 7   Hartford.  Representative Steinberg, welcome.
  


 8   Give a little wave.  He's the chairman of the
  


 9   health committee and has been very, very helpful
  


10   to us in the development of the implementation of
  


11   the State Water Plan.  We're happy to see him here
  


12   this afternoon.
  


13              So moving on, the first order of
  


14   business.  We have received our transcripts.  I
  


15   don't know if you had time to look them over.
  


16              Move that we accept them?
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  I'll move to accept.
  


18              DAVID KALAFA:  Second.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and seconded
  


20   that the transcripts be accepted.
  


21              Any questions or comments?
  


22              (No response.)
  


23              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
  


24   favor, signify by saying aye.
  


25              DAVID KALAFA:  Aye.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Aye.
  


 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I'm
  


 3   abstaining.  I just haven't gotten them.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  No problem.
  


 5              Okay.  Next, we have the State Water
  


 6   Plan, discussion of top priorities for
  


 7   implementation, that we discussed at the last
  


 8   meeting that we held.  Our respective agencies
  


 9   have gone back and looked at the water plan and
  


10   have come up with a list of their top priorities
  


11   from PURA, from DPH, from OPM, and from DEEP.  A
  


12   great deal of input went into this.
  


13              So how would you like to proceed with
  


14   this?
  


15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Are we on
  


16   "correspondence" or are we on "top priorities"?
  


17   So Jack, there was no correspondence received?
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I skipped over
  


19   correspondence because that would relate to the
  


20   Water Planning Council group.  That's the advisory
  


21   group, unless you received correspondence.
  


22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.
  


23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So what is your
  


24   pleasure on the --
  


25              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, one thing I was
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 1   thinking is that it would be great to bring in the
  


 2   co-chairs of the -- at least share what our
  


 3   priorities are with the co-chairs of the advisory
  


 4   committee.  Because we've shared it amongst
  


 5   ourselves, but we haven't shared it with the
  


 6   co-chairs.  So I think that we should do that
  


 7   first and have them -- I would like to suggest
  


 8   that we invite them to be part of the
  


 9   conversation.
  


10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Makes sense to me.
  


11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  I will say that we
  


12   met, I guess, four days after your last meeting,
  


13   the advisory group, and we did put together a
  


14   SurveyMonkey, and it went out last week.  We've
  


15   only got eight responses back so far.  We are
  


16   meeting again in a week.
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  When you say "we," who
  


18   are you referring to?
  


19              JOHN HUDAK:  The advisory group.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, the advisory
  


21   group.
  


22              JOHN HUDAK:  So we are trying to
  


23   solicit input from the group.  It is tough when
  


24   you have 40 something items.  I don't know if
  


25   there's a way to kind of make it a little more
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 1   high level and then drill down.  I mean, it's a
  


 2   great list but --
  


 3              DAVID KALAFA:  What each of the member
  


 4   agencies did was look through them and pick the
  


 5   top five and for their agencies that they would
  


 6   like to pursue over the next six months, which is
  


 7   the directive we have in the executive order.  And
  


 8   what my staff did just before we came over here is
  


 9   kind of did a spreadsheet that put them all
  


10   together to see which of the priorities each
  


11   agency had agreed upon.
  


12              And I don't know if we want to just go
  


13   through that quickly, Jack.  I don't think you've
  


14   had a chance to see it, or Lori has had a chance
  


15   to see it, but --
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  So I've got a question
  


17   about your comment that you just made, this idea
  


18   of six months.  I have the executive order in
  


19   front of me, and there are three items.
  


20   "Effective immediately, the Water Planning Council
  


21   to be guided by and implement the State Water
  


22   Plan, as submitted to the General Assembly in
  


23   January 2018."  It doesn't say what to do in the
  


24   next six months or the next four months.  It says
  


25   implement and get going.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  I'm just
  


 2   thinking about my tenure and what we can get done.
  


 3              LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.  I think
  


 4   there's some short-term.  There's near term, then
  


 5   there's short-term, and then there's long-term
  


 6   things to think about.  And I think there's a
  


 7   mouthful there.  As John mentioned, there's a lot
  


 8   of items that are priorities that were identified
  


 9   by the stakeholders.
  


10              The next item in the executive order
  


11   talked about that we shall coordinate and work
  


12   with the advisory group established and any
  


13   subcommittees established.  So following that
  


14   directive.
  


15              And then the third item, I would
  


16   suggest if people in the audience don't have the
  


17   executive order, they should read it.  I think
  


18   it's well written.
  


19              And then by December 1, we are to
  


20   resubmit the State Water Plan, as originally sent
  


21   to the General Assembly in January for its review
  


22   and approval.
  


23              So we have those three things to do.
  


24   And I just think working and coordinating with the
  


25   advisory group, as the executive order directs us,
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 1   is a very important item.
  


 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So but also back to
  


 3   the last meeting, I think when we discussed the
  


 4   priority list, we specifically discussed
  


 5   identifying the top five priorities the agencies
  


 6   were interested in working on in the next six
  


 7   months; hence, I think David's comment about the
  


 8   next six months.  And I think the thought was to
  


 9   be able to identify things that are ready to move,
  


10   that we're ready to move on, and that we agree.  I
  


11   think when you look at sort of the consensus that
  


12   has emerged, we've probably got our plate full if
  


13   we address the consensus-related issues in the
  


14   next six months, which I think would be a huge
  


15   accomplishment.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I think there's
  


17   plenty --
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  There's plenty to do.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  When you look at this
  


20   list that you gave us here, right, I mean, I think
  


21   there's plenty of work for us to do.
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  From our agency's point
  


23   of view, we're not just thinking six months out,
  


24   we're thinking a lot longer term as well.
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  We have an executive
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 1   order that by December of 2018 we have to resubmit
  


 2   the plan to the Legislature for consideration as
  


 3   is.
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  As is, so there's no
  


 5   changes.
  


 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  No changes.  But with
  


 7   that being said, I mean, I think that what we have
  


 8   in front of us today is a list of what we feel to
  


 9   be, collectively, our respective agencies, the
  


10   priorities over the next several months.
  


11              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.  And I
  


12   think -- I'll echo what Betsey said in that if
  


13   there are consensus priorities on the list that
  


14   are already booted up, if you will, that we can
  


15   really get working on.  I mean, as it was alluded
  


16   to, the plan is large and there are many, many,
  


17   many priorities that will take a great deal of
  


18   time and resources to address.  And I think if we
  


19   look at the priorities each agency came up with
  


20   and where they cross, I mean, you can see on this
  


21   list I made, statewide drought planning, each
  


22   agency listed it in their top five.  So, in my
  


23   mind, that would definitely float up.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


25              DAVID KALAFA:  And we do have a draft
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 1   drought plan and, you know, it's kind of an OPM
  


 2   shop to finish getting the comments together that
  


 3   were done and get a final draft out, and we're
  


 4   prepared to do that.  And so that seems to be a
  


 5   consensus priority.
  


 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  And those two certainly
  


 7   go hand in hand, don't they, drought planning and
  


 8   water conservation?
  


 9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes, I think so.
  


10              JOHN HUDAK:  I will say at the advisory
  


11   group meeting when we last met, I wouldn't
  


12   represent this as a consensus but more of a lot of
  


13   head nodding, two things that I think the group
  


14   thought were important were data and maintaining
  


15   our ability to collect the data now but also
  


16   proving the data that we have in the future.  And
  


17   the second one was the organizational structure of
  


18   implementation, which is something we're actually
  


19   working on.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  All right.
  


21              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question
  


22   is, we've done what we set out to do at the last
  


23   meeting.  How do we turn these lists into action,
  


24   and how do we determine which priorities we think
  


25   we can act on and really begin working on, and how
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 1   do we go about doing that?
  


 2              LORI MATHIEU:  I guess I would suggest
  


 3   maybe that since the people in the audience and
  


 4   the people on the phone and the advisory committee
  


 5   don't have the details that was shared amongst
  


 6   ourselves, maybe we should go through what our
  


 7   lists are so that people can hear that.
  


 8              And then I really like what you did,
  


 9   David, I like the spreadsheet, the comparison.
  


10              So if that makes sense, Jack?
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  By the way, who
  


12   has joined us on the phone, please, so we have it
  


13   for the record?
  


14              MARTHA SMITH:  Martha Smith.
  


15              LORI VITAGLIANO:  Lori Vitagliano.
  


16              KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska.
  


17              BETSY GARA:  Betsy Gara.
  


18              AARON BUDRIS:  Aaron Budris.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Anyone else?
  


20              (No response.)
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for joining
  


22   us.  Good afternoon.
  


23              Okay.  Why don't we start, Lori, with
  


24   you, and we'll work our way across here in terms
  


25   of --
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  Sure.  And John, I do
  


 2   have a copy that I could share with you.
  


 3              JOHN HUDAK:  Betsey gave me one.
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  No.  See, that's what
  


 5   you don't have.  I have the details of what we've
  


 6   sent and shared.  And I have some copies.  If
  


 7   people in the audience would like to see what
  


 8   we're talking about, if anyone wants to come up
  


 9   and grab these and maybe distribute the ones that
  


10   I have, here's some copies.  So some people can
  


11   share.
  


12              So, as David mentioned, drought
  


13   planning, and that's really very important.  And
  


14   the aspect of that would be to finish the State
  


15   Drought Plan, to work together with that team.
  


16   And I would add that NOAA, the drought forecasting
  


17   effort that NOAA is working on, that we should try
  


18   to incorporate that into the draft that we want to
  


19   move forward across the finish line.  And I think
  


20   that's something we can do in the next six months.
  


21   I think that that's a really important task, and
  


22   how that all interrelates with water conservation,
  


23   I think, is very important to talk about.
  


24              Aging infrastructure is something that
  


25   PURA and DPH agree on, recognizing the Needs
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 1   Surveys that are completed from the Clean Water
  


 2   Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act are really
  


 3   very important, identify working groups that can
  


 4   focus to develop the policy and identify action
  


 5   items about aging infrastructure.  I think that's
  


 6   really a very important aspect of the work that we
  


 7   do under our Drinking Water State Revolving Loan
  


 8   Fund Program within the DPH.
  


 9              Item 3, for the people that have this
  


10   handed out, is the number one priority through my
  


11   commissioner's office.  Commissioner Dr. Raul
  


12   Pino, as well as my Deputy Commissioner Yvonne
  


13   Addo, are absolutely a hundred percent behind
  


14   sufficient high quality sources for human
  


15   consumption and for emergencies.  That's the
  


16   number one priority for us in the health
  


17   department, and that's something that has been
  


18   stated over and over when we talk about the State
  


19   Water Plan about the importance of having high
  


20   quality water for human consumption.
  


21              There's a number of tasks that that
  


22   involves.  It involves Water Quality and Quantity
  


23   Management Task, Instream Flow Task, Consistency
  


24   with Existing State Plan's Task, specifically the
  


25   Blue and Green Plans, and the Land Use Practices
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 1   Task.  So the subtasks under 3 are important ones:
  


 2   Identify and develop strategies to address
  


 3   emerging and reemerging contaminants, and include
  


 4   a very broad stakeholder group on that because of
  


 5   stuff like perfluorinated compounds, sodium
  


 6   chloride are causing some issues to our public
  


 7   wells and private wells.
  


 8              Assuring sufficient quantities of water
  


 9   to meet projected demands is very important.  The
  


10   WUCC has worked really hard on that information.
  


11   It's put together a lot of information that is
  


12   very useful for this process.  And we need to
  


13   assure that there is sufficient water, again, for
  


14   human consumption.  And I think we need to talk
  


15   about what climate change means to our calculated
  


16   safe yields for our drinking water supplies.
  


17              Protecting sources through land use
  


18   measures and best management practices and ensure
  


19   these protection measures are being upheld or
  


20   strengthened, if needed.
  


21              So Number 3, A, B and C are really
  


22   important to the health department.  So obviously
  


23   conservation, including education to towns and
  


24   local health involvement is very important; impact
  


25   on rates, as we heard the water industry speak of;
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 1   and we heard many, many times from our towns and
  


 2   local health directors that they need help and
  


 3   assistance in working forward with local
  


 4   ordinances.
  


 5              Health equity is one that my
  


 6   commissioner added to the list and wants a
  


 7   discussion on what health equity means to drinking
  


 8   water and public drinking water supplies to gain
  


 9   an understanding of health equity and how it fits
  


10   into the State Water Plan and what it means to
  


11   public health protection.  And again, this is
  


12   where we'd want to bring in -- you've heard me
  


13   mention this many times -- bringing in a broader
  


14   group of stakeholders from health associations,
  


15   city council members, and others, who wish to
  


16   participate in that conversation.
  


17              A consistency with existing state
  


18   plans, I think, is really a very important item.
  


19   In particular, I think one area that we need to
  


20   focus on is economic growth strategy.  In the
  


21   years that I participated in meetings, we didn't
  


22   talk much about growing the economy and what we
  


23   could do together, where water and sewer are, and
  


24   where they're not, and where our communities in
  


25   sort of matching the state C&D plan with those
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 1   policies I think is really very important.
  


 2   Communities such as East Hampton, Brookfield,
  


 3   areas where you have sewer and not public water
  


 4   cause real concern for certain communities.  And I
  


 5   think that's something that needs to be discussed
  


 6   about growing business clusters, ensuring
  


 7   workforces that meet the needs of the future.
  


 8              And to me Item 3, create livable
  


 9   vibrant communities, there are communities that
  


10   are suffering because of contamination in the
  


11   ground, and they want to move on.  You know, it's
  


12   been 30, 40 years.  It's time to get the
  


13   infrastructure in the ground and allow these
  


14   commercialized areas to move forward.
  


15              And Item 7, private wells.  The time
  


16   has come to straighten out what is and what isn't
  


17   required for private wells.  Some people in the
  


18   audience might think, oh, there's already a
  


19   requirement for private wells to be tested.
  


20   Existing private wells that's untrue, there is no
  


21   requirement to test existing private wells.  There
  


22   is a requirement that if you have a test and you
  


23   are transferring your property, you have to share
  


24   that information.  There is no requirement.
  


25   Banks, mortgage companies will require a test to
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 1   be done, not the State of Connecticut.  So there
  


 2   should be a group that is concerned about private
  


 3   wells and the protection of those and
  


 4   understanding water quality to put together what
  


 5   is on the books, what was proposed years ago, what
  


 6   do we want to do today.  Because there's so many
  


 7   people that drink water -- there's about 700,000
  


 8   people that drink water from private wells, and
  


 9   there are some contaminants that they are facing
  


10   that a lot of people drinking water that the water
  


11   quality is unknown.
  


12              So those are the seven items.  I know
  


13   we were asked for five, but I came up with seven.
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Great.
  


15              Okay.  Betsey.
  


16              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Thank you, Jack.
  


17              So DEEP really tried to focus on what
  


18   we thought the priorities were for the next six
  


19   months, and we really tried to get things that we
  


20   thought were going to be achievable within this
  


21   time frame.  Statewide drought planning was one of
  


22   them, water conservation and continuing to look at
  


23   that issue and figuring out how we move it
  


24   forward, but I think a really significant one for
  


25   us is electronic reporting for diversion.  So this
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 1   would be fulfilling the obligations under Public
  


 2   Act 02-102 to try to get as much data as we can on
  


 3   registered diversions, working cooperatively with
  


 4   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group
  


 5   fulfilling that legislative mandate.  But also, as
  


 6   John said, that would give us sort of more data as
  


 7   we look forward to, you know, the next year of
  


 8   implementation and where we go from here
  


 9   specifically on registered diversions.  But we
  


10   really would like to understand who's using what,
  


11   where, and get that data on an ongoing basis
  


12   collected.  We stand ready to move forward on
  


13   that.  We've done a lot of pre-work on it, getting
  


14   the infrastructure ready to receive the data.  We
  


15   have a draft reporting form, so we're ready to
  


16   focus on that.
  


17              We're interested in moving the FOIA
  


18   discussion forward.  We feel like we've made lots
  


19   of progress, but I'm not so sure that everyone
  


20   believes that they have adequate information to
  


21   the data they need to really be able to engage as
  


22   we move forward on more complex implementation
  


23   actions.
  


24              And then we continue to stress the
  


25   importance of partnering with USGS and having the
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 1   funding available to maintain both the water
  


 2   quality monitoring network and the water quantity
  


 3   gaging network.  It is data that many people in
  


 4   this room rely on for base data, and it becomes a
  


 5   larger and larger struggle each year to continue
  


 6   to maintain that system and to have robust data
  


 7   that we can begin to -- or we can continue to look
  


 8   at trends and specifically as we see climate
  


 9   change signals begin to emerge.
  


10              So those are our five priorities.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


12              DAVID KALAFA:  For us -- and again, we
  


13   looked at it in more of the context of what we can
  


14   do fairly quickly in the next six months or so to
  


15   make some progress on.  And one of the things we
  


16   were thinking was monitoring for plan
  


17   implementation, developing a method really to make
  


18   sure that future decisions on the part of agencies
  


19   meet the goals and requirements and
  


20   recommendations of the plan, and how do we track
  


21   that going forward to make sure that we are in
  


22   fact implementing the plan on a day-to-day basis
  


23   with the decisions we're making.
  


24              Water data needs, which I think is the
  


25   same as DEEP's electronic reporting for
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 1   diversions, annually report registered water
  


 2   withdrawals to DEEP using an electronic format.
  


 3              And again, the other thing I want to
  


 4   mention is that I don't think necessarily all
  


 5   these priorities are mutually exclusive.  There's
  


 6   some bleeding over, so that's something we can
  


 7   talk about, too, is how we handle that.
  


 8              Drought planning, which I think we're
  


 9   all in agreement.  We have a drought plan that's
  


10   almost complete.  We need to complete it.  There
  


11   was also legislation in this session that did not
  


12   pass that would give the drought plan and drought
  


13   planning process legislative underpinnings.  And
  


14   one of the things that we think we should do as a
  


15   committee is get ahead of that for next session
  


16   and perhaps craft some legislation that could be
  


17   considered so that we're driving what the process
  


18   should look like.
  


19              And then we put establish or designate
  


20   a standing advisory committee to assist the WPC
  


21   with plan implementation.  And I think other
  


22   agencies felt that because it's in the executive
  


23   order it's just something we're going to do.  We
  


24   threw it in our list.
  


25              Water conservation.  And again, I think
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 1   that a healthy conversation could and should take
  


 2   place on what that really means before we can
  


 3   begin to implement something.
  


 4              And then we had a couple of extras as
  


 5   well.  Data availability, accessibility and
  


 6   accuracy and Class B water for non-potable uses.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very
  


 8   much.
  


 9              And some duplication with PURA.  One of
  


10   the things you already talked about, Lori, was the
  


11   industrial needs and agriculture activities is
  


12   something that we really need to zone in on when
  


13   it comes to water planning and drought planning.
  


14   Of course, I really feel very strongly that we, as
  


15   a Council, should come up with an approved plan,
  


16   and then we have to work with legislation
  


17   accordingly, but we should be the one driving that
  


18   process, not the Legislature, quite frankly.
  


19              Obsolete registered water diversion
  


20   permits, constraints on system expansion and aging
  


21   infrastructure.
  


22              And a final one, which I know is a
  


23   dream, is to have the funding for a person to work
  


24   implementing the -- maybe through the Office of
  


25   Policy and Management -- implementing the water
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 1   plan.  And we spent a million dollars on this
  


 2   plan.  We ought to have at least a person
  


 3   designated to plan implementation.
  


 4              So do we want to today, do we want to
  


 5   look at some -- I mean, we're going to turn this
  


 6   over to the Water Planning Council Advisory Group,
  


 7   but we're also, I think there's things here today
  


 8   that we ought to say let's start with, like the
  


 9   drought planning and perhaps the water
  


10   conservation and --
  


11              LORI MATHIEU:  So I think David brought
  


12   up some administrative functions.  There's two
  


13   administrative functions, monitoring for plan
  


14   implementation, which everybody involved with the
  


15   policy group thought it was really important that
  


16   we track what we do.  And I think that's a good
  


17   administrative function, but we have to figure out
  


18   who would do that.
  


19              And then the other part of it is, I
  


20   agree with Jack wholeheartedly to have a staff
  


21   person or a portion of an FTE focused in on
  


22   helping coordinate.  So there's two administrative
  


23   functions that I think are priorities so that we
  


24   can keep track of what we're doing and keep the
  


25   ball rolling forward.  Because it's hard to just
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 1   meet once a month and not have a coordinated
  


 2   effort.
  


 3              So I think those are two administrative
  


 4   functions that don't have to really be part of the
  


 5   top five items of topics that we want to talk
  


 6   about.  That's just my idea.  So we have seven
  


 7   things.
  


 8              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  Those are
  


 9   things that could be and should be pursued perhaps
  


10   outside of what other priorities we look at.
  


11              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
  


12              DAVID KALAFA:  I agree with that.
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey.
  


14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Question, Jack?
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Do you agree
  


16   with --
  


17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would love to
  


18   see both of those things happen.  I think that in
  


19   terms of tracking implementation, we need to make
  


20   some progress, so I would say that that's probably
  


21   next year's focus.
  


22              In terms of the ability to identify a
  


23   person or part of a person to apply to it, it's a
  


24   lovely idea, but I'm not so sure where the funding
  


25   is going to come from.  Since we're already into
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 1   the fiscal year, it seems to me that should be
  


 2   potentially something that we look at for next
  


 3   year and see whether, as we move into full
  


 4   implementation, we can accomplish that.  That's a
  


 5   real challenge.  And it's absolutely necessary,
  


 6   but I don't feel it's within our control, and I
  


 7   really want us to focus on things that are at this
  


 8   point.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Fair enough.
  


10              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, not to put a
  


11   counterpoint on that, but if we don't start now,
  


12   we all thought it was important and the
  


13   stakeholders thought it was important to, number
  


14   one, track what we're doing and to pursue a
  


15   person.  So I'd be willing to start thinking about
  


16   how funding could come together.  If we don't
  


17   start now, we never will.  And so we all need the
  


18   help to have a coordinator on board.  So I'd be
  


19   willing to coordinate some sort of effort to start
  


20   looking at it and see what we could do for that.
  


21   And again, it doesn't have to be a full-time
  


22   person.  It could be a quarter of somebody's job.
  


23   We should have a conversation about it and not
  


24   forget about it because, frankly, I think that
  


25   that would help us coordinate everything that's







27


  


 1   going on and be able to monitor what's going on so
  


 2   that we can track what's going on.  I think that
  


 3   that's a really important aspect of this plan.
  


 4   And I don't want to wait till next year to get
  


 5   that started.
  


 6              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, I would agree.
  


 7   We could begin to have conversations.  And if
  


 8   you're volunteering to kind of take the lead in
  


 9   that, I think it's great.  I mean, in terms of
  


10   getting a full-time person on, I don't think it's
  


11   very realistic and, you know, I think we're all
  


12   strained in terms of our staffs.  So I'm not sure
  


13   how we would pull that off, and I'm not in a
  


14   position to volunteer any of my staff to be able
  


15   to take that on.  But yes, we should talk about
  


16   it.
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, I'll work on that.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  So again, moving
  


20   forward, we have some top issues here that we want
  


21   to move forward with.
  


22              JOHN HUDAK:  Jack, can I make a few
  


23   comments?
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Please do.  Yes, by all
  


25   means.
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 1              JOHN HUDAK:  The standing advisory
  


 2   committee that David recommended, I think what our
  


 3   committee is working on now is going to address
  


 4   that, and we should have recommendations to you by
  


 5   the next meeting.
  


 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Standing advisory for
  


 7   implementation?
  


 8              JOHN HUDAK:  Yes.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


10              JOHN HUDAK:  Electronic reporting for
  


11   diversions, Betsey said 02-102.
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct.
  


13              JOHN HUDAK:  Isn't it 04-185?  There's
  


14   a later one that makes the law annually.
  


15              CORINNE FITTING:  They both affect the
  


16   same statutory --
  


17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I can remember
  


18   02-102 because it's a nice number, but it's the
  


19   same --
  


20              JOHN HUDAK:  All right.  I'm just
  


21   making sure we're talking about the same thing.
  


22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
  


23              Thank you, Corinne.
  


24              JOHN HUDAK:  And lastly, as someone who
  


25   spent probably the first three months of this year
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 1   and several thousand dollars redacting a water
  


 2   supply plan in accordance with the new law, I'm
  


 3   perplexed as to what there's left to do.  I mean,
  


 4   we poured over thousands of pages, every word,
  


 5   every diagram, every map, and pulled out -- and
  


 6   there were some things we left in that we were
  


 7   uncomfortable with, but still we were faithful
  


 8   with the law, in our minds, and we ended up with a
  


 9   list of redactions.  And I looked at that list of
  


10   redactions, and I can't think of any of those
  


11   redactions in any way affecting our ability to do
  


12   water planning.  So I'm kind of -- again, I'm a
  


13   little confused as to what the issue is now.
  


14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So John, I also
  


15   understand you're one of many, and we need to get
  


16   everybody to the same place and have the same kind
  


17   of data that's available, and I think we need to
  


18   have some discussions about that.
  


19              JOHN HUDAK:  Looking forward to it.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, do you have any
  


21   comments?
  


22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  What I do have is the
  


23   responses we have so far from the advisory group
  


24   from our survey that we sent out, if you'd like
  


25   that now, or do you want that later?
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'd like to hear it now,
  


 2   sure.
  


 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I haven't had a
  


 4   chance to analyze the comments that came in with
  


 5   the survey.  But the advisory group pretty much is
  


 6   somewhat in line with the Water Planning Council's
  


 7   priorities.  So the most -- the one that had the
  


 8   most responses was statewide drought planning.  Of
  


 9   the ten responses we had, nine people, that was in
  


10   their top ten.  And again, this needs a little bit
  


11   more analysis because we asked for a top ten; we
  


12   did not ask for a top five.  We just figured with
  


13   the amount of people we had and the number of
  


14   topics here, in order to actually find some
  


15   alignment we had to ask for more than five.
  


16              And then after that was electronic
  


17   reporting for diversions.
  


18              And after that was "other," which, like
  


19   I said, I haven't had a chance to explore the
  


20   comments on these, but I think we need to be
  


21   careful about making sure that actual tasks within
  


22   the water plan were chosen as a priority under
  


23   other, because we certainly don't want to go back
  


24   and redo all the work we did on the water plan or
  


25   prioritize something that might be sort of a pet
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 1   project of a group that didn't go through the
  


 2   water planning process.  But we did add that in
  


 3   case there were items that were missed as far as
  


 4   tasks go.
  


 5              And central data portal was also in the
  


 6   top five, as well as water conservation.  So those
  


 7   were the top five among the advisory group
  


 8   members.
  


 9              JOHN HUDAK:  Of those ten respondents,
  


10   what were the votes looking like for each one in
  


11   terms of how many votes, especially for the top
  


12   few, because I haven't seen these yet?
  


13              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I also analyzed it
  


14   by top five and last five.  So, as far as the top
  


15   five goes, water conservation, statewide drought
  


16   planning were high on the list, as well as
  


17   monitoring for implementation and electronic
  


18   reporting of diversions and the central data
  


19   portal.
  


20              JOHN HUDAK:  But how many votes did the
  


21   top one get, say, five or --
  


22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, the very top
  


23   was nine.
  


24              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.
  


25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  And that was water
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 1   conservation -- or, no, statewide drought
  


 2   planning, but it was spread across the top ten.
  


 3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And Alicea, do you
  


 4   know who your ten voters were?  Was there a good
  


 5   representative from --
  


 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Unfortunately, I
  


 7   didn't realize that capability was not in the
  


 8   SurveyMonkey.
  


 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So it's anonymous.
  


10              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  It's anonymous.
  


11              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So you don't know
  


12   whether you've gotten a balance of in and
  


13   out-of-stream users or --
  


14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.
  


15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But you got people
  


16   quick to the draw.  When did you close voting?
  


17              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  We have not closed
  


18   voting yet.
  


19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Did you set a date?
  


20              JOHN HUDAK:  I don't know.  Did we?
  


21              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I think we were going
  


22   to see how they worked out today.
  


23              JOHN HUDAK:  Because it only went out
  


24   like last Thursday, I think.  I think we do want
  


25   to give it another week and talk about it Tuesday,
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 1   more the better.
  


 2              DAVID KALAFA:  I'm thinking it might be
  


 3   helpful when you do have, if you will, your final
  


 4   list to share with us and we can meld it into
  


 5   this, you know, so the advisory group is
  


 6   represented with the four members and see which
  


 7   priorities seem to float to the top that we could
  


 8   get started on right away.  It seems like there is
  


 9   some consensus, at least, on maybe three items,
  


10   you know, statewide drought planning, water
  


11   conservation, and it sounds like electronic
  


12   reporting for diversions is also up there.  And
  


13   that's not to say that we won't pursue other
  


14   things.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're kind of side bar
  


16   here saying the exact same thing you just said
  


17   that I'd like to leave here today having agreed on
  


18   at least two or three topics moving forward and
  


19   give the advisory group an opportunity to keep on
  


20   surveying their stakeholders for the next meeting,
  


21   but at least we work on drought planning,
  


22   conservation, that kind data, something along
  


23   those lines.
  


24              Does that make sense?
  


25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
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 1              JOHN HUDAK:  And I would guess those
  


 2   three would be high on the list.
  


 3              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question
  


 4   is, say those are the top three we walk out of
  


 5   here with today.  How do we begin to pursue them?
  


 6   Do we want to talk about subcommittees, working
  


 7   groups, et cetera?  What is the next step we need
  


 8   to take to begin to go down this avenue?
  


 9              LORI MATHIEU:  Could I add something
  


10   else to the table in this conversation?
  


11              DAVID KALAFA:  Sure.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  Because I don't want to
  


13   forget about what my commissioner asked me to talk
  


14   about as a priority.  Two things -- well, three
  


15   things.  So yeah, sometimes I have a hard time
  


16   letting things go, right?  So sufficient --
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  You, Lori?
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  No, never.  Sufficient
  


19   high quality sources for human consumption I think
  


20   is really very important to the health
  


21   department -- I know is very, very important to
  


22   the health department.  So is health equity, and
  


23   so are private wells.  So I would ask the advisory
  


24   committee to give a lot of consideration to those
  


25   items.  And I'd like to hear what the advisory
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 1   committee would think about those items as focus
  


 2   points.
  


 3              Because I know, John, you opened up --
  


 4   Alicea, you weren't here -- but you opened up with
  


 5   58 things to look at, 58 easy topics to consider.
  


 6   Right?  Every one is difficult.  So it's hard to
  


 7   look at 58 and then put it down to five and ten.
  


 8   So from the health department's point of view,
  


 9   there is where our focus is, high quality sources
  


10   for human consumption, health equity, and private
  


11   wells.  So I would like to ask the advisory
  


12   committee to take a closer look at those things.
  


13              And David, I would agree that the
  


14   statewide drought planning, water conservation are
  


15   number -- I would absolutely agree that we should
  


16   put a lot of effort into those.  The electronic
  


17   reporting for diversions, you know, it's a public
  


18   act, a requirement for DEEP --
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me suggest this.  We
  


20   have been getting emails back and forth that
  


21   things are getting dry out there, and that the
  


22   statewide drought group is going to be meeting
  


23   very soon.
  


24              LORI MATHIEU:  That's true.
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So why can't we extend







36


  


 1   that group somehow to incorporate what we're
  


 2   trying to do here?  Is that a possibility?
  


 3              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, to some agree my
  


 4   understanding is they already have, and we've got
  


 5   a draft drought plan that is pretty much almost
  


 6   complete, and it's really up to staff at OPM to
  


 7   finish summarizing comments and then make
  


 8   revisions for a final draft.  And we're going to
  


 9   do that regardless, because we think we need to
  


10   have an updated draft plan that's --
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I see Virginia de Lima,
  


12   she's smiling back there, because I think she
  


13   worked on that how many years ago?  Five?
  


14              LORI MATHIEU:  I do think that the new
  


15   NOAA effort has to be somehow incorporated because
  


16   we're being more and more informed with the
  


17   drought forecasting, and so that's something that
  


18   I'd like to have incorporated that wasn't even on
  


19   the table when it was being redrafted.  So that is
  


20   something that we should add.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  So let's -- sorry,
  


22   Betsey.
  


23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I want to make
  


24   sure, though, as things get dryer this summer, we
  


25   don't lose the focus on completing this version of
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 1   the drought plan because I think that's a big
  


 2   concern.  I understand Lori's recommendation to
  


 3   include something new.  It can be a work in
  


 4   progress, but we need to get it final --
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Correct.
  


 6              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  -- and we need to
  


 7   get it out in front of the public, and we need to
  


 8   move forward.  And my suggestion is we set a time
  


 9   frame for fall when we'll actually sort of have
  


10   something in front of us to vote on and to be
  


11   complete.  And my guess is drought response is
  


12   probably a different meeting, literally looking at
  


13   conditions and where we are than actually
  


14   finalizing the plan.  I think we need two separate
  


15   discussions.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  But they do go hand in
  


17   hand.
  


18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  They absolutely do,
  


19   but every time we get to implementation --
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  I don't want to drop the
  


21   ball on this.
  


22              So Dave, what you're saying is your
  


23   staff is reviewing the draft plan that was put
  


24   together by Virginia and her committee sometime
  


25   ago?
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  So would that be ready
  


 3   for us to take up at one of our future meetings?
  


 4              DAVID KALAFA:  It should be.  And I'll
  


 5   look at Bruce.  I mean, we spoke with Eric this
  


 6   morning who is going to summarize those comments.
  


 7              A time frame, Bruce, that you think --
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  September meeting?
  


 9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yeah, I think maybe by
  


10   the September meeting we can aim for that so that
  


11   we have something in front of us, a final, if you
  


12   will, a final draft that would be in front of us.
  


13   You know, nothing says it can't be revised next
  


14   year as well.
  


15              LORI MATHIEU:  I'm part of that group,
  


16   the drought group, the state agency drought group,
  


17   and the six agencies that are responsible.  And so
  


18   I think we already are leaning on NOAA to help us
  


19   tremendously.  And I think it would be a great
  


20   disservice to not at least mention the fact that
  


21   NOAA is working with us and came to Connecticut
  


22   and did a nice presentation for a number of us on
  


23   their new forecasting model.
  


24              So I'm going to push for that, as I'm
  


25   part of that group that is drafting and redrafting
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 1   that plan.  So because I think it just informs us,
  


 2   as already Nicole has already informed us, how dry
  


 3   it is.  So they're extremely helpful, and we want
  


 4   to continue to be led by the information in the
  


 5   forecasting models that are out there.
  


 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So closer to this
  


 7   topic by September --
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  September.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- we'll have something
  


10   before us to hopefully vote on, folks to vote on.
  


11   So that's one of our top priorities here that
  


12   everybody agrees on?  It's the only thing we agree
  


13   on but --
  


14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It's the only thing
  


15   we have (inaudible) on, Jack, which is different
  


16   than agreeing.
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's true with the
  


18   list here.
  


19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So how about
  


21   water conservation?
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is an effort
  


23   by the Connecticut Section Sustainability
  


24   Committee.  There's many people out in the
  


25   audience that are on that group, invited to
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 1   attend, and we're working with that group.  And
  


 2   Dave Kuzminski is the chair of that committee
  


 3   working on a workshop, working on sustainability.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  You and I attended their
  


 5   last meeting.
  


 6              LORI MATHIEU:  And we attended, that's
  


 7   right.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  And there's going to be
  


 9   a workshop in October, I believe.
  


10              LORI MATHIEU:  In October.  And so
  


11   maybe the end of September, early October.  And
  


12   that was held in Portland.  And so they're working
  


13   on a draft agenda and putting speakers together.
  


14   So that's a good effort.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So maybe this
  


16   could be incorporated into that.
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  It could, absolutely.
  


18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So the task
  


19   associated with water conservation is really
  


20   broad.  It might help to sort of drill down and
  


21   pick some specific deliverable for this year.  I'm
  


22   not sure I can readily identify that, but that
  


23   could potentially be something we could discuss
  


24   with the advisory group also.
  


25              LORI MATHIEU:  One thing I would
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 1   suggest is information for towns, what should
  


 2   towns know about drought, about water
  


 3   conservation, about what it means to have an order
  


 4   where it says do not -- you have a ban on outdoor
  


 5   water use, what does that mean, how do you work
  


 6   together.  Because when that happens, you have to
  


 7   bring together the town manager, the first
  


 8   selectman, the mayor, the local health director,
  


 9   and a lot of people don't know how to move that
  


10   forward.  So I think that's education to towns,
  


11   education to local health departments, and how
  


12   water companies can speak to those entities about
  


13   drought, drought planning, what's done, and
  


14   conservation.
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  And we have here at the
  


16   DPUC, we have dockets relative to water
  


17   conservation we can utilize as well.
  


18              Do you want to take a look at that,
  


19   John?
  


20              JOHN HUDAK:  On the towns or --
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  For the water --
  


22              JOHN HUDAK:  The dockets?
  


23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So there's ten
  


24   policy recommendations within Section 5.2.3.3, and
  


25   they're fairly broad.  They include outreach, they
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 1   include supporting local water department model
  


 2   ordinances, strengthening partnerships.  There's a
  


 3   lot of things that get to the education component
  


 4   that Lori was talking about, but really sort of
  


 5   honing in on what would be a reasonable
  


 6   deliverable.
  


 7              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm not asking -- I'm
  


 9   saying we'll get that information to you.  I don't
  


10   expect you to go reviewing our dockets, John.
  


11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  What we have here
  


13   relative to water conservation, we've had gurus
  


14   come to the State of Connecticut and talk about
  


15   water conservation.  So we'll get that information
  


16   to you.
  


17              Okay.  So there's two items.  How about
  


18   electronic reporting for diversions, Betsey, do
  


19   you want to talk about that?
  


20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would say that
  


21   DEEP staff is ready to work with I think what
  


22   needs to be a subcommittee of the Water Planning
  


23   Council Advisory Group in accordance with the law
  


24   to sort of talk about next steps.
  


25              Corinne, you look like you're ready
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 1   to --
  


 2              CORINNE FITTING:  The Water Planning
  


 3   Council has to appoint a work group of at least
  


 4   five registered diverters to help with that task.
  


 5              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Out of the
  


 6   Water Planning Council Advisory Group what does it
  


 7   actually say?
  


 8              CORINNE FITTING:  It doesn't.  It's not
  


 9   specific.  It just says registered diverters.
  


10              JOHN HUDAK:  I think it's registrants.
  


11              CORINNE FITTING:  Registrants.
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  We could work out of
  


13   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group to do
  


14   that, or we could come back with a recommendation,
  


15   or we could seek volunteers, whatever the Water
  


16   Planning Council's --
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Whatever is the quickest
  


18   way to do it, probably seek volunteers and just
  


19   move on with it.
  


20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  I think we
  


21   have ways to reach out.  How about if we reach out
  


22   and come back prepared at the August meeting with
  


23   registered diverters we'd like to work with and to
  


24   update the Water Planning Council on where we are?
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Very good.
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 1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Does that work,
  


 2   Corinne?
  


 3              CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So that's three
  


 5   items, and I think that's a good start.
  


 6              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's nothing
  


 8   further on implementation, then go right back to
  


 9   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group for
  


10   continuing reporting if there's additional
  


11   information you'd like to share with us.
  


12              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just before we move
  


13   from the electronic diversions topic, did you want
  


14   the advisory group to assist in getting these
  


15   registered diverters as well, or are you going to
  


16   do that through the Water Planning Council solely?
  


17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The department will
  


18   take care of that to come back to the Water
  


19   Planning Council with recommendations, but
  


20   volunteers are welcome to reach out.
  


21              JOHN HUDAK:  So we have a nominating
  


22   committee that's hard at work.  They're going to
  


23   be reporting back to us next week.  And they're
  


24   looking to -- one is define terms for the group,
  


25   and it's probably going to be rotating terms where
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 1   we're cycling people off -- either reappointing or
  


 2   appointing new members, five per year.  So it
  


 3   basically will be a four-year cycle because we
  


 4   have 20 members.  We are committed to achieving
  


 5   the balance by attrition; however, we're going to
  


 6   also highly value attendance.  So not
  


 7   attendance --
  


 8              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Can you say that
  


 9   again, John?
  


10              JOHN HUDAK:  We are going to be moving
  


11   towards balancing instream and out-of-stream over
  


12   time by attrition.  So anybody who's on the group
  


13   now participating will not be kicked off.  Anybody
  


14   who wants to continue will continue, but over time
  


15   we will be kind of moving towards achieving the
  


16   statutory balance in the group.
  


17              And anything else on that, Alicea?
  


18              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  I shared with my
  


20   colleagues here and gave you a letter as well,
  


21   John, from the Connecticut Nursery & Landscape
  


22   Association who's looking to appoint an individual
  


23   to the advisory group.  But you said you're going
  


24   to be looking at a vacancy seat with a business
  


25   aspect, so, again, you're looking at the whole
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 1   composition right now and make some
  


 2   recommendations to us next time.  Right?
  


 3              JOHN HUDAK:  Correct.  And there will
  


 4   actually be a slate that's proposed for your
  


 5   October meeting so for the upcoming year, so that
  


 6   will be part of it as well.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
  


 8              JOHN HUDAK:  In addition, we've had our
  


 9   ad hoc organizational work group which is intended
  


10   to set up an organizational structure for this
  


11   implementation -- state water planning
  


12   implementation work group.  We had a very
  


13   constructive meeting last week.  We are also going
  


14   to be working on a set of recommendations that
  


15   will go to the advisory group next week for their
  


16   input, and then, if all goes well by August 1st,
  


17   we'll have that to you.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.
  


19              JOHN HUDAK:  I think that's it.
  


20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, anything
  


21   further?
  


22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.  John covered
  


23   everything.
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  I
  


25   appreciate it.  We're going to go to old business.
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 1   We have an update on the environmental study on a
  


 2   change in the use of New Britain Water Company
  


 3   land, discussion of City of New Britain public
  


 4   hearing, and talking about we have a report to
  


 5   submit to the Legislature relative to that
  


 6   hearing.  I know that Lori was there that evening,
  


 7   and I know Gail Lucchina from our staff was there.
  


 8              DAVID KALAFA:  Bruce.
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Bruce was there.  And we
  


10   want to just -- Lori, just reiterate what our
  


11   charge is between now and the end of August,
  


12   please.
  


13              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  So under Public
  


14   Act 16-61, I believe it is -- let me make sure I
  


15   have the right number -- 16-61, which is "An act
  


16   concerning an environmental study on a change in
  


17   use of New Britain Water Company land."
  


18              The last subdivision, (e), that's where
  


19   we are at this point, "Not later than sixty days
  


20   after the public hearing required pursuant to
  


21   subsection (d) of this section, the Water Planning
  


22   Council, in consultation with the Council on
  


23   Environmental Quality, shall submit:" -- four
  


24   items -- "(1) The report on the results of the
  


25   environmental study; (2) said councils' comments
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 1   on review of such report; (3) a summary of the
  


 2   public comments received concerning such report
  


 3   and comments; and (4) said councils'
  


 4   recommendations to the joint standing committees
  


 5   of the General Assembly having cognizance of
  


 6   matters relating to the environment and public
  


 7   health, in accordance with the provisions of
  


 8   section 11-4a of the general statutes."
  


 9              So we have four things to do within 60
  


10   days of the public hearing that was held on June
  


11   26th.
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any comments or
  


13   questions?
  


14              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess understood --
  


15              THE CHAIRMAN:  So Bruce is going to do
  


16   that for us?
  


17              DAVID KALAFA:  Well, so the report
  


18   results, is that the report --
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  The report is the report
  


20   that they have.
  


21              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that's how I
  


22   understand it.
  


23              THE CHAIRMAN:  We do nothing to that.
  


24              DAVID KALAFA:  Right.  And so the
  


25   comments were the comments that we submitted prior
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 1   to the public hearing, so those two items --
  


 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  One and two, yes.
  


 3              DAVID KALAFA:  So those are done.  And
  


 4   then the summary of comments received.  And so
  


 5   here's the question I have:  My assumption is
  


 6   "comments received" means the comments the Water
  


 7   Planning Council received as we were developing
  


 8   our own official comments and summarizing those?
  


 9              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, Item (3) is --
  


10   it's interesting wording -- "a summary of the
  


11   public comments received concerning such report
  


12   and comments."  So if we received public comments
  


13   on our comments.  We might have.
  


14              DAVID KALAFA:  We might have.  I don't
  


15   know that we did.
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  That's a smart addition
  


17   there because we issued comments, and then we
  


18   published them.  So then they held a public
  


19   hearing and you had public comment then.  Then you
  


20   might have written comments on our comments, you
  


21   know, so it's possible.
  


22              DAVID KALAFA:  So we need to go back
  


23   and look at any comments we had received,
  


24   summarize them, and include a summary?
  


25              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  And then --
  


 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Actually, can we
  


 3   just stop on that?  So does that include the
  


 4   comments at the public hearing, and is there a
  


 5   transcript of the public hearing, or is it only
  


 6   written submittals that came in in writing?
  


 7              LORI MATHIEU:  I take this, if I read
  


 8   it narrowly, it's the public comments that we
  


 9   received as the Water Planning Council and/or the
  


10   CEQ.  You could take that as all public comments
  


11   received.  But did we receive those comments?  We
  


12   did not.
  


13              DAVID KALAFA:  No.
  


14              LORI MATHIEU:  So I would say it points
  


15   to what we received, and I would include CEQ's
  


16   public comments.
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe Paul can clear it
  


18   up.
  


19              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  I would just note, all
  


20   the public meetings in New Britain are televised
  


21   by Nutmeg TV.  I sent in to the Water Planning
  


22   Council and the Council on Environmental Quality
  


23   the link to that.  So if somebody is having
  


24   trouble sleeping, they could watch the five-hour
  


25   hearing to see what happened.  But that is -- I
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 1   don't believe it was transcribed, but I sent that
  


 2   link, and all you have to do is click it and it
  


 3   will download on your computer for four or five
  


 4   hours it will run.  And I put the time.  I think
  


 5   an hour and 15 minutes in is when the public
  


 6   comments --
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll send that link up
  


 8   to the Legislature.
  


 9              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Yeah.  They'll look at
  


10   it very closely.
  


11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Ray Esponda, deputy
  


12   director of New Britain Public Works, utility
  


13   division.  I have a DVD of the entire presentation
  


14   and the public comments.  If you would like it, I
  


15   will submit it to the Council.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes?
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  Just for the record, I
  


18   just want to say that I attended, myself and Eric
  


19   McPhee from the health department attended the
  


20   entire public hearing.  We walked in.  We were not
  


21   present for the entire presentation that was being
  


22   given by the consultant team to the water board.
  


23              So Ray, I think you mentioned that the
  


24   presentation that you handed to us, does that
  


25   include the presentation that Lenard Engineering
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 1   was given to the water board that night?
  


 2              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I believe so.  I
  


 3   haven't had a chance to look at it.  I lived
  


 4   through it once, so I haven't had a chance to look
  


 5   at it, but I was told that it would be on there.
  


 6   I would request that the New Britain Water
  


 7   Department be allowed to either give a technical
  


 8   presentation to the Council and the Council on
  


 9   Environmental Quality or submit some written
  


10   submissions on information that we feel is
  


11   relevant to your decisions.
  


12              I don't know if your recommendations
  


13   are final, as they state now, but we feel that
  


14   some of the information that we can provide you
  


15   was not included in the original scope of the
  


16   report, and it should be considered for your
  


17   recommendations.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I would say come to our
  


19   August 1st meeting and we'll do that.
  


20              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Thank you.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, if --
  


22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think the question
  


23   there, though, Jack, is how many iterations are we
  


24   going to have?  And the report really needs to
  


25   stand on its own.  Because if we then accept
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 1   comments from New Britain and don't go through
  


 2   another public comment period, is that fair to the
  


 3   citizens?  I mean, I would suggest that we hold
  


 4   the report where it is and all the comments that
  


 5   came in associated with it.
  


 6              LORI MATHIEU:  I would agree with that.
  


 7   Frankly, just when I walked into the middle of the
  


 8   --
  


 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me just say, so what
  


10   you want to do, Ray, is basically rebut what was
  


11   said?
  


12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
  


13              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  We want to provide --
  


14   I don't know if rebutting is the proper term, but
  


15   we want to provide you with more information that
  


16   we think is germane to the conversation and to
  


17   your final decision.  The scope of the report, the
  


18   report could have been twice as long if we put
  


19   everything that was supposed to be in there.  And
  


20   it's 500, 600 pages as it is now.  But there is
  


21   other information, especially the comments that
  


22   were provided by both councils, that we think
  


23   should be considered, this information that we
  


24   think should be considered by both councils when
  


25   the final recommendation is submitted to the
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 1   state.
  


 2              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess I have a
  


 3   question.  You just said that the report could
  


 4   have been twice as long if you had included
  


 5   everything that should have been included there.
  


 6   I guess my question is, why wasn't it included?
  


 7   Our charge was to review the report that was
  


 8   submitted, and that's what we've done, and that's
  


 9   what the comments have been on.  So that's what
  


10   we're using to move forward.
  


11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Well, the original
  


12   scope of the report was, for lack of a better
  


13   term, not as encompassing as it should have been.
  


14   We had -- and as other comments came through,
  


15   there was other information, again, that we think
  


16   would be beneficial for you to consider.  There
  


17   were so many comments that were provided.  Some of
  


18   the other issues include -- one of the comments
  


19   that we found in your report was about the water
  


20   testing.  And if I could bring Jim Ericson up, he
  


21   could address that specifically.
  


22              LORI MATHIEU:  Can I just ask -- I
  


23   don't like Robert's Rules -- but a point of order
  


24   here?
  


25              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm going to be my
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 1   chairman right now, and I'm just going to cut you
  


 2   right off and say, you know what, I appreciate you
  


 3   being here today.  We're going to put this in --
  


 4   this will be available on the Water Planning
  


 5   Council web site, and I think that -- you know,
  


 6   I'm going to put on my PUC commissioner hat.  It's
  


 7   like coming in after a completed docket and saying
  


 8   give me another bite of the apple.  We can't do
  


 9   that.
  


10              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I understand.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  So that's -- do
  


12   you have something to say?
  


13              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So the comments that
  


14   the city made on the comments that you all made,
  


15   are those considered comments that will go to the
  


16   Legislature?  Would their comments go to the
  


17   Legislature, their comments on your comments?
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, that's what Number
  


19   (3) is.  And "(3), a summary of the public
  


20   comments received concerning such report and
  


21   comments."
  


22              So we received comments already from --
  


23              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So what they
  


24   submitted in response to yours will be submitted
  


25   to the Legislature?
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct.
  


 3              LORI MATHIEU:  And I will tell you --
  


 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  So that's --
  


 5              LORI MATHIEU:  -- one thing I wanted,
  


 6   if I could, please, through Jack, and I want to
  


 7   talk to my Water Planning Council colleagues --
  


 8   when I walked into the presentation that was being
  


 9   given, number one, I didn't realize they were
  


10   going to do a presentation.  I was going there for
  


11   a 7 o'clock public hearing, so I wanted to be
  


12   early.  So I walked in around 6:20 and there was a
  


13   presentation being given to I believe the water
  


14   board of the city.  And while I sat there, I heard
  


15   some new information.  I heard our comments being
  


16   talked about, and then there was some information,
  


17   other information that was being discussed.  And
  


18   then there was some new information being
  


19   discussed.
  


20              So at this point, number one, I didn't
  


21   hear the entire presentation.  Number two, I don't
  


22   know if that's really relevant or not.  But number
  


23   three, I wanted to let you know that when I was
  


24   there for the entire hearing, there were about 48
  


25   people there that testified and got up and stood
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 1   up, and 46 of the 48 opposed and spoke against the
  


 2   proposal; 2 spoke for it.  So I just wanted to
  


 3   summarize that for you.
  


 4              JAMES ERICSON:  Mr. Chairman, if I just
  


 5   may add one point to that?
  


 6              A VOICE:  Out of order, Mr. Chairman.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Who are you, please?
  


 8              JAMES ERICSON:  James Ericson, Lenard
  


 9   Engineering, one of the consultants who wrote the
  


10   report.  One of the comments I'll take as an
  


11   example.  One of the comments that the Council
  


12   made is you believe there would be significant
  


13   impact to the water quality on Shuttle Meadow
  


14   Reservoir through quarrying activities.  You asked
  


15   for more information as to a narrative, how it
  


16   will be done, can you demonstrate what will be
  


17   done incrementally or over time.  The city took
  


18   this opportunity at the hearing to prepare slides
  


19   which showed a very slow incremental process of
  


20   quarrying that no water would run off the site.
  


21   We think that if you had this information, which
  


22   is essentially additional information asked for in
  


23   your review, it may or may not change your
  


24   comment.  All we're asking for is the opportunity
  


25   to respond to your comments and then --
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm just -- we're not
  


 2   going to allow that.  I'm sorry.  It's not fair to
  


 3   the process.  It's compromising the process.  It
  


 4   really is.
  


 5              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  It's your job to do
  


 6   what you have to do.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we've been very
  


 8   fair and open --
  


 9              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Absolutely.
  


10              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- and respectful of all
  


11   parties in this.  We're doing our job, and we're
  


12   going to make a final report to the Legislature
  


13   per the public act, and I think we're on track to
  


14   do just that.
  


15              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments on
  


17   this?
  


18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So just one other,
  


19   and I assume that most people probably know this,
  


20   Karl Wagener, the executive director of the
  


21   Council on Environmental Quality retired at the
  


22   end of June.  So we wish Karl well.  He's done a
  


23   great service for the state in his role at CEQ.
  


24   We always called him a cat because he had like
  


25   nine lives.  He's moved on to his tenth life,
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 1   hopefully a happy one, outside of CEQ.  Peter
  


 2   Hearn is taking responsibility for relieving CEQ.
  


 3              I know Alicea sits on CEQ.  I didn't
  


 4   know whether you wanted to add anything to that at
  


 5   this point.
  


 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just that I think
  


 7   Karl will very much be missed.  He had, what, 33
  


 8   or 35 years on CEQ?  He's been just a very
  


 9   well-respected leader in the environmental
  


10   community, and we're hoping that we can bring
  


11   Peter to the position of executive director.
  


12   We're working through that process.
  


13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Alicea.
  


14              Any other comments on the -- we know
  


15   we're going to move on the New Britain report.
  


16   Correct?
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So under this we
  


18   consult with the CEQ.  So how do we -- what's our
  


19   mission?  What are we going to do next?  What are
  


20   our work items?  So we're going to work with our
  


21   team that had pulled together the comments before?
  


22              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  I think we were
  


23   collecting comments at OPM through some process.
  


24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right, that we can reach
  


25   out to.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  So we'll need to
  


 2   spend some time, and I'll talk to Eric and Bruce
  


 3   about how we go about summarizing them, what the
  


 4   best way to do that is, and to share the
  


 5   information.  And is it after we summarize those
  


 6   comments that we consult with CEQ?  Is it before?
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Probably sim -- I
  


 8   mean --
  


 9              LORI MATHIEU:  I think it's before.  I
  


10   think it's now.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay, simultaneously.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  I think we need to
  


13   uphold that each need to be part of the team
  


14   because that's what we should do.
  


15              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  CEQ's comments on the
  


16   report did consider public comments that came in
  


17   as well.
  


18              DAVID KALAFA:  And then, you know,
  


19   again, we'll have to, after summarizing those
  


20   comments, discuss what our recommendation to the
  


21   committees of cognizance should be and go from
  


22   there.
  


23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you think, is it
  


24   possible to have that by August 1st?
  


25              DAVID KALAFA:  It's pushing it,
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 1   particularly if we're getting all the drought plan
  


 2   comments summarized in the final revision of that.
  


 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's for September.
  


 4              DAVID KALAFA:  That's for September.
  


 5              Come on, give me a hint here, Bruce.
  


 6   He doesn't know.  Let me go back to my staff.
  


 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We can have a special
  


 8   meeting.
  


 9              LORI MATHIEU:  We might have to have a
  


10   special meeting.
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, it's summertime
  


12   and schedules and vacations and all that stuff.
  


13   So we'll do our best first; and if not, we'll have
  


14   a special meeting just to do that.
  


15              DAVID KALAFA:  Okay.  Very good.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're all set on that?
  


17   No further questions?
  


18              Yes, Denise.
  


19              DENISE RUZICKA:  Jack, I just point out
  


20   that the law says per the section that the
  


21   "councils' recommendation" is plural.  So I think
  


22   it's inferring that the CEQ and Water Planning
  


23   Council joint recommendation.  Although it doesn't
  


24   use the word "joint," it's the "councils'" plural,
  


25   when you look at how it's worded in the last
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 1   portion of that.
  


 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
  


 3              DENISE RUZICKA:  So I don't know how
  


 4   you're planning to involve the consultation of
  


 5   CEQ, or I don't know if you're planning a joint
  


 6   meeting with them to get to that point.  So I just
  


 7   urge you to think about that.
  


 8              LORI MATHIEU:  I think one of the
  


 9   things we just said is that we'd include CEQ as
  


10   part of the team that would write this up, and
  


11   they have to be part -- I think that's what they
  


12   envisioned when they wrote this, to Denise's
  


13   point.
  


14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes, but I think
  


15   there would have to be a joint meeting publicly
  


16   noticed.
  


17              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, absolutely.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.
  


19              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know if it has
  


20   to be publicly noticed.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we did at
  


22   one point have some --
  


23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think for the
  


24   members to coalesce around an agreement.
  


25              So, do you have a July and an August
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 1   meeting on the calendar, is it as typically done,
  


 2   Alicea?
  


 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
  


 4              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Typically the
  


 5   third Wednesday or the second Wednesday?
  


 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Hold on, let me just
  


 7   double check.  August 22nd is our August meeting
  


 8   and July 25th.
  


 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And the deadline is
  


10   what?
  


11              THE CHAIRMAN:  The 28th.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  26th of August.  Well,
  


13   if you count 60 days.  I'm just assuming.
  


14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So procedurally
  


15   we're going to need to figure that out.
  


16              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So we can have a
  


17   meeting of our staffs without a publicly announced
  


18   meeting.  Right?
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
  


20              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.
  


21              LORI MATHIEU:  And I think we could
  


22   include -- you were the one member of the
  


23   subcommittee of CEQ?
  


24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
  


25              LORI MATHIEU:  So we could have that
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 1   meeting with our staffs involved and two of us, if
  


 2   we wanted --
  


 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, I'm not --
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  -- without publicly
  


 5   noticing that meeting?
  


 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm really not sure
  


 7   that we fall under that same sort of staff.  CEQ
  


 8   members, we all fall under the FOIA requirements.
  


 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Would that be that
  


10   the quorum doesn't matter?
  


11              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.
  


12              LORI MATHIEU:  So if one of you
  


13   representing CEQ comes to meet with four of us,
  


14   four of our staff, that represents a publicly
  


15   announced meeting?
  


16              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm not sure about
  


17   that.  I don't think so because --
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't think so.
  


19              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  -- there would have
  


20   to be two of us from CEQ for it to be considered
  


21   meetings.
  


22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Well, but Peter is
  


23   staff, correct?
  


24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Peter is the staff
  


25   and the executive director right now.
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 1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  He's both.
  


 2              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Apparently.
  


 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll figure it out.
  


 4              LORI MATHIEU:  We'll figure it out.
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I suspect we'll
  


 6   have like a joint special meeting sometime.
  


 7              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Sometime in August.
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  In August.  So that we
  


 9   all can be there.
  


10              Okay.  Anything else on that?
  


11              (No response.)
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Now we'll move to WUCC
  


13   update.
  


14              LORI MATHIEU:  Similar to last month,
  


15   we've ended the two-year planning window of time.
  


16   We're working to finalize the documents and move
  


17   it toward approval.  And that's all that I have.
  


18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I actually
  


20   have a piece of old business which it sort of
  


21   dropped off, but we actually have an update this
  


22   month, which is on stream flow classification.
  


23   I'd like to invite Corinne Fitting to come forward
  


24   and give us a very brief update on where we are on
  


25   classification.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
  


 2              CORINNE FITTING:  As you're aware, we
  


 3   completed the Connecticut River Basin in February,
  


 4   and we've gone out to notice on the remainder of
  


 5   the state, the Hudson, the Housatonic, and
  


 6   southwest coast.  The public comment period, the
  


 7   90-day period, is open till September 21st, and
  


 8   there is an information meeting on July 24th in
  


 9   Newtown at the COG.
  


10              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think that's it.
  


11   Thank you.
  


12              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's excellent.  Thank
  


13   you very much.  Appreciate that.
  


14              Any other old business?  Any other old
  


15   business?
  


16              (No response.)
  


17              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not --
  


18              LORI MATHIEU:  I have new business.
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


20              LORI MATHIEU:  Which we skipped over.
  


21   I'd like to hand out -- I know, Betsey, you were
  


22   part of the Connecticut Institute of Water
  


23   Resources.  The executive director that has been
  


24   there a long time, Glenn Warner, has moved on.
  


25   And now the main contact is Dr. Michael Dietz,
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 1   who's the director, as well as James Hurd is the
  


 2   associate director of the Connecticut Institute of
  


 3   Water Resources.
  


 4              John, if you want to take some
  


 5   information.  I know that there's members in the
  


 6   audience of the institute.  Could you raise your
  


 7   hands?  Maybe it's just one, David.  David Radka
  


 8   is a member of the institute.  I've been a member
  


 9   for a long time.  The information that I could
  


10   hand out -- I only have a few more copies for the
  


11   audience, if someone wants to just hand out a few
  


12   of these.
  


13              But one of the things, we had a recent
  


14   board meeting, and under Dr. Dietz'
  


15   directorship -- he's brand new at this -- and he
  


16   wants to talk about new ideas and incorporate new
  


17   members and talk about how the institute could be
  


18   a resource and work in new areas.
  


19              So I wanted -- I told him that I would
  


20   at least hand out the information on what the
  


21   institute is, and that if you wanted to, Jack,
  


22   invite them to come and present to us at a future
  


23   meeting here in one of our meetings, and have him
  


24   come and present and talk about opportunities
  


25   possibly to work together.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
  


 2              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other new business?
  


 4              (No response.)
  


 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, any public
  


 6   comment?
  


 7              (No response.)
  


 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Our next meeting will be
  


 9   August 1st, which is actually, Nick, it's on a
  


10   Wednesday.  Correct?
  


11              Does that work for everybody, Wednesday
  


12   August 1st?
  


13              (No response.)
  


14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Motion to adjourn.
  


16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.
  


17              Anything else?
  


18              (No response.)
  


19              THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
  


20              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Have a nice rest of the
  


22   hot summer day out there.  Thank you.
  


23              (Whereupon, the above proceedings
  


24   adjourned at 2:44 p.m.)
  


25
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll call this meeting 

            2   of the Water Planning Council for Tuesday, July 

            3   10th to order.  

            4              Before we begin, Lori has some 

            5   introductions to make.

            6              LORI MATHIEU:  I do.  Hi.  I want to 

            7   introduce three of our interns, three of our five 

            8   UConn interns that are sitting in the front row.  

            9              If you want to stand up and say hello 

           10   and say your name and what you're studying at 

           11   UConn?  

           12              Go ahead, Connor, you first.  

           13              CONNOR CAMPBELL:  I'm Connor Campbell.  

           14   I'm going to be a junior at UConn.  I'm studying 

           15   environmental engineering.  

           16              LEIGH FEDERICI:  I'm Leigh Federici.  

           17   I'm also going to be a junior at UConn, and I'm 

           18   studying natural resources.

           19              EMILY OLCHOWSKI:  I'm Emily Olchowski.  

           20   I'm studying environmental engineering.  I'm going 

           21   to be a junior too.  

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  Awesome.  Well, thank 

           23   you for being here.  We have five interns this 

           24   summer.  We're very pleased to have them.  And it 

           25   always is a breath of fresh air to have students 
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            1   in our midst.  So thank you for coming, and thank 

            2   you for being here.

            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome.    

            4              And also just walked in is the -- we 

            5   kind call him the Godfather of the State Water 

            6   Plan.  He's certainly been our guardian angel in 

            7   Hartford.  Representative Steinberg, welcome.  

            8   Give a little wave.  He's the chairman of the 

            9   health committee and has been very, very helpful 

           10   to us in the development of the implementation of 

           11   the State Water Plan.  We're happy to see him here 

           12   this afternoon.  

           13              So moving on, the first order of 

           14   business.  We have received our transcripts.  I 

           15   don't know if you had time to look them over.  

           16              Move that we accept them?  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  I'll move to accept.  

           18              DAVID KALAFA:  Second.  

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and seconded 

           20   that the transcripts be accepted.  

           21              Any questions or comments?  

           22              (No response.)

           23              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in 

           24   favor, signify by saying aye.  

           25              DAVID KALAFA:  Aye.
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Aye.

            2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I'm 

            3   abstaining.  I just haven't gotten them.  

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  No problem.  

            5              Okay.  Next, we have the State Water 

            6   Plan, discussion of top priorities for 

            7   implementation, that we discussed at the last 

            8   meeting that we held.  Our respective agencies 

            9   have gone back and looked at the water plan and 

           10   have come up with a list of their top priorities 

           11   from PURA, from DPH, from OPM, and from DEEP.  A 

           12   great deal of input went into this.  

           13              So how would you like to proceed with 

           14   this?  

           15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Are we on 

           16   "correspondence" or are we on "top priorities"?  

           17   So Jack, there was no correspondence received?  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I skipped over 

           19   correspondence because that would relate to the 

           20   Water Planning Council group.  That's the advisory 

           21   group, unless you received correspondence.

           22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.  

           23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So what is your 

           24   pleasure on the -- 

           25              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, one thing I was 
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            1   thinking is that it would be great to bring in the 

            2   co-chairs of the -- at least share what our 

            3   priorities are with the co-chairs of the advisory 

            4   committee.  Because we've shared it amongst 

            5   ourselves, but we haven't shared it with the 

            6   co-chairs.  So I think that we should do that 

            7   first and have them -- I would like to suggest 

            8   that we invite them to be part of the 

            9   conversation.

           10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Makes sense to me.

           11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  I will say that we 

           12   met, I guess, four days after your last meeting, 

           13   the advisory group, and we did put together a 

           14   SurveyMonkey, and it went out last week.  We've 

           15   only got eight responses back so far.  We are 

           16   meeting again in a week.

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  When you say "we," who 

           18   are you referring to?  

           19              JOHN HUDAK:  The advisory group.

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, the advisory 

           21   group.

           22              JOHN HUDAK:  So we are trying to 

           23   solicit input from the group.  It is tough when 

           24   you have 40 something items.  I don't know if 

           25   there's a way to kind of make it a little more 
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            1   high level and then drill down.  I mean, it's a 

            2   great list but -- 

            3              DAVID KALAFA:  What each of the member 

            4   agencies did was look through them and pick the 

            5   top five and for their agencies that they would 

            6   like to pursue over the next six months, which is 

            7   the directive we have in the executive order.  And 

            8   what my staff did just before we came over here is 

            9   kind of did a spreadsheet that put them all 

           10   together to see which of the priorities each 

           11   agency had agreed upon.  

           12              And I don't know if we want to just go 

           13   through that quickly, Jack.  I don't think you've 

           14   had a chance to see it, or Lori has had a chance 

           15   to see it, but -- 

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  So I've got a question 

           17   about your comment that you just made, this idea 

           18   of six months.  I have the executive order in 

           19   front of me, and there are three items.  

           20   "Effective immediately, the Water Planning Council 

           21   to be guided by and implement the State Water 

           22   Plan, as submitted to the General Assembly in 

           23   January 2018."  It doesn't say what to do in the 

           24   next six months or the next four months.  It says 

           25   implement and get going.  
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            1              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  I'm just 

            2   thinking about my tenure and what we can get done.

            3              LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.  I think 

            4   there's some short-term.  There's near term, then 

            5   there's short-term, and then there's long-term 

            6   things to think about.  And I think there's a 

            7   mouthful there.  As John mentioned, there's a lot 

            8   of items that are priorities that were identified 

            9   by the stakeholders.  

           10              The next item in the executive order 

           11   talked about that we shall coordinate and work 

           12   with the advisory group established and any 

           13   subcommittees established.  So following that 

           14   directive.  

           15              And then the third item, I would 

           16   suggest if people in the audience don't have the 

           17   executive order, they should read it.  I think 

           18   it's well written.  

           19              And then by December 1, we are to 

           20   resubmit the State Water Plan, as originally sent 

           21   to the General Assembly in January for its review 

           22   and approval.  

           23              So we have those three things to do.  

           24   And I just think working and coordinating with the 

           25   advisory group, as the executive order directs us, 
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            1   is a very important item.

            2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So but also back to 

            3   the last meeting, I think when we discussed the 

            4   priority list, we specifically discussed 

            5   identifying the top five priorities the agencies 

            6   were interested in working on in the next six 

            7   months; hence, I think David's comment about the 

            8   next six months.  And I think the thought was to 

            9   be able to identify things that are ready to move, 

           10   that we're ready to move on, and that we agree.  I 

           11   think when you look at sort of the consensus that 

           12   has emerged, we've probably got our plate full if 

           13   we address the consensus-related issues in the 

           14   next six months, which I think would be a huge 

           15   accomplishment.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I think there's 

           17   plenty -- 

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  There's plenty to do.

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  When you look at this 

           20   list that you gave us here, right, I mean, I think 

           21   there's plenty of work for us to do.

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  From our agency's point 

           23   of view, we're not just thinking six months out, 

           24   we're thinking a lot longer term as well.

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  We have an executive 
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            1   order that by December of 2018 we have to resubmit 

            2   the plan to the Legislature for consideration as 

            3   is.

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  As is, so there's no 

            5   changes.

            6              THE CHAIRMAN:  No changes.  But with 

            7   that being said, I mean, I think that what we have 

            8   in front of us today is a list of what we feel to 

            9   be, collectively, our respective agencies, the 

           10   priorities over the next several months.

           11              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.  And I 

           12   think -- I'll echo what Betsey said in that if 

           13   there are consensus priorities on the list that 

           14   are already booted up, if you will, that we can 

           15   really get working on.  I mean, as it was alluded 

           16   to, the plan is large and there are many, many, 

           17   many priorities that will take a great deal of 

           18   time and resources to address.  And I think if we 

           19   look at the priorities each agency came up with 

           20   and where they cross, I mean, you can see on this 

           21   list I made, statewide drought planning, each 

           22   agency listed it in their top five.  So, in my 

           23   mind, that would definitely float up.  

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.

           25              DAVID KALAFA:  And we do have a draft 
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            1   drought plan and, you know, it's kind of an OPM 

            2   shop to finish getting the comments together that 

            3   were done and get a final draft out, and we're 

            4   prepared to do that.  And so that seems to be a 

            5   consensus priority.

            6              THE CHAIRMAN:  And those two certainly 

            7   go hand in hand, don't they, drought planning and 

            8   water conservation?  

            9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes, I think so.

           10              JOHN HUDAK:  I will say at the advisory 

           11   group meeting when we last met, I wouldn't 

           12   represent this as a consensus but more of a lot of 

           13   head nodding, two things that I think the group 

           14   thought were important were data and maintaining 

           15   our ability to collect the data now but also 

           16   proving the data that we have in the future.  And 

           17   the second one was the organizational structure of 

           18   implementation, which is something we're actually 

           19   working on.  

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  All right.  

           21              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question 

           22   is, we've done what we set out to do at the last 

           23   meeting.  How do we turn these lists into action, 

           24   and how do we determine which priorities we think 

           25   we can act on and really begin working on, and how 
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            1   do we go about doing that?  

            2              LORI MATHIEU:  I guess I would suggest 

            3   maybe that since the people in the audience and 

            4   the people on the phone and the advisory committee 

            5   don't have the details that was shared amongst 

            6   ourselves, maybe we should go through what our 

            7   lists are so that people can hear that.  

            8              And then I really like what you did, 

            9   David, I like the spreadsheet, the comparison.  

           10              So if that makes sense, Jack?  

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  By the way, who 

           12   has joined us on the phone, please, so we have it 

           13   for the record?  

           14              MARTHA SMITH:  Martha Smith.  

           15              LORI VITAGLIANO:  Lori Vitagliano.

           16              KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska.  

           17              BETSY GARA:  Betsy Gara.  

           18              AARON BUDRIS:  Aaron Budris.

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Anyone else?  

           20              (No response.)

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for joining 

           22   us.  Good afternoon.  

           23              Okay.  Why don't we start, Lori, with 

           24   you, and we'll work our way across here in terms 

           25   of -- 
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            1              LORI MATHIEU:  Sure.  And John, I do 

            2   have a copy that I could share with you.

            3              JOHN HUDAK:  Betsey gave me one.

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  No.  See, that's what 

            5   you don't have.  I have the details of what we've 

            6   sent and shared.  And I have some copies.  If 

            7   people in the audience would like to see what 

            8   we're talking about, if anyone wants to come up 

            9   and grab these and maybe distribute the ones that 

           10   I have, here's some copies.  So some people can 

           11   share.  

           12              So, as David mentioned, drought 

           13   planning, and that's really very important.  And 

           14   the aspect of that would be to finish the State 

           15   Drought Plan, to work together with that team.  

           16   And I would add that NOAA, the drought forecasting 

           17   effort that NOAA is working on, that we should try 

           18   to incorporate that into the draft that we want to 

           19   move forward across the finish line.  And I think 

           20   that's something we can do in the next six months.  

           21   I think that that's a really important task, and 

           22   how that all interrelates with water conservation, 

           23   I think, is very important to talk about.  

           24              Aging infrastructure is something that 

           25   PURA and DPH agree on, recognizing the Needs 
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            1   Surveys that are completed from the Clean Water 

            2   Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act are really 

            3   very important, identify working groups that can 

            4   focus to develop the policy and identify action 

            5   items about aging infrastructure.  I think that's 

            6   really a very important aspect of the work that we 

            7   do under our Drinking Water State Revolving Loan 

            8   Fund Program within the DPH.  

            9              Item 3, for the people that have this 

           10   handed out, is the number one priority through my 

           11   commissioner's office.  Commissioner Dr. Raul 

           12   Pino, as well as my Deputy Commissioner Yvonne 

           13   Addo, are absolutely a hundred percent behind 

           14   sufficient high quality sources for human 

           15   consumption and for emergencies.  That's the 

           16   number one priority for us in the health 

           17   department, and that's something that has been 

           18   stated over and over when we talk about the State 

           19   Water Plan about the importance of having high 

           20   quality water for human consumption.  

           21              There's a number of tasks that that 

           22   involves.  It involves Water Quality and Quantity 

           23   Management Task, Instream Flow Task, Consistency 

           24   with Existing State Plan's Task, specifically the 

           25   Blue and Green Plans, and the Land Use Practices 
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            1   Task.  So the subtasks under 3 are important ones:  

            2   Identify and develop strategies to address 

            3   emerging and reemerging contaminants, and include 

            4   a very broad stakeholder group on that because of 

            5   stuff like perfluorinated compounds, sodium 

            6   chloride are causing some issues to our public 

            7   wells and private wells.

            8              Assuring sufficient quantities of water 

            9   to meet projected demands is very important.  The 

           10   WUCC has worked really hard on that information.  

           11   It's put together a lot of information that is 

           12   very useful for this process.  And we need to 

           13   assure that there is sufficient water, again, for 

           14   human consumption.  And I think we need to talk 

           15   about what climate change means to our calculated 

           16   safe yields for our drinking water supplies.  

           17              Protecting sources through land use 

           18   measures and best management practices and ensure 

           19   these protection measures are being upheld or 

           20   strengthened, if needed.  

           21              So Number 3, A, B and C are really 

           22   important to the health department.  So obviously 

           23   conservation, including education to towns and 

           24   local health involvement is very important; impact 

           25   on rates, as we heard the water industry speak of; 
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            1   and we heard many, many times from our towns and 

            2   local health directors that they need help and 

            3   assistance in working forward with local 

            4   ordinances.  

            5              Health equity is one that my 

            6   commissioner added to the list and wants a 

            7   discussion on what health equity means to drinking 

            8   water and public drinking water supplies to gain 

            9   an understanding of health equity and how it fits 

           10   into the State Water Plan and what it means to 

           11   public health protection.  And again, this is 

           12   where we'd want to bring in -- you've heard me 

           13   mention this many times -- bringing in a broader 

           14   group of stakeholders from health associations, 

           15   city council members, and others, who wish to 

           16   participate in that conversation.  

           17              A consistency with existing state 

           18   plans, I think, is really a very important item.  

           19   In particular, I think one area that we need to 

           20   focus on is economic growth strategy.  In the 

           21   years that I participated in meetings, we didn't 

           22   talk much about growing the economy and what we 

           23   could do together, where water and sewer are, and 

           24   where they're not, and where our communities in 

           25   sort of matching the state C&D plan with those 
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            1   policies I think is really very important.  

            2   Communities such as East Hampton, Brookfield, 

            3   areas where you have sewer and not public water 

            4   cause real concern for certain communities.  And I 

            5   think that's something that needs to be discussed 

            6   about growing business clusters, ensuring 

            7   workforces that meet the needs of the future.  

            8              And to me Item 3, create livable 

            9   vibrant communities, there are communities that 

           10   are suffering because of contamination in the 

           11   ground, and they want to move on.  You know, it's 

           12   been 30, 40 years.  It's time to get the 

           13   infrastructure in the ground and allow these 

           14   commercialized areas to move forward.  

           15              And Item 7, private wells.  The time 

           16   has come to straighten out what is and what isn't 

           17   required for private wells.  Some people in the 

           18   audience might think, oh, there's already a 

           19   requirement for private wells to be tested.  

           20   Existing private wells that's untrue, there is no 

           21   requirement to test existing private wells.  There 

           22   is a requirement that if you have a test and you 

           23   are transferring your property, you have to share 

           24   that information.  There is no requirement.  

           25   Banks, mortgage companies will require a test to 
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            1   be done, not the State of Connecticut.  So there 

            2   should be a group that is concerned about private 

            3   wells and the protection of those and 

            4   understanding water quality to put together what 

            5   is on the books, what was proposed years ago, what 

            6   do we want to do today.  Because there's so many 

            7   people that drink water -- there's about 700,000 

            8   people that drink water from private wells, and 

            9   there are some contaminants that they are facing 

           10   that a lot of people drinking water that the water 

           11   quality is unknown.  

           12              So those are the seven items.  I know 

           13   we were asked for five, but I came up with seven.  

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Great.  

           15              Okay.  Betsey.

           16              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Thank you, Jack.  

           17              So DEEP really tried to focus on what 

           18   we thought the priorities were for the next six 

           19   months, and we really tried to get things that we 

           20   thought were going to be achievable within this 

           21   time frame.  Statewide drought planning was one of 

           22   them, water conservation and continuing to look at 

           23   that issue and figuring out how we move it 

           24   forward, but I think a really significant one for 

           25   us is electronic reporting for diversion.  So this 
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            1   would be fulfilling the obligations under Public 

            2   Act 02-102 to try to get as much data as we can on 

            3   registered diversions, working cooperatively with 

            4   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group 

            5   fulfilling that legislative mandate.  But also, as 

            6   John said, that would give us sort of more data as 

            7   we look forward to, you know, the next year of 

            8   implementation and where we go from here 

            9   specifically on registered diversions.  But we 

           10   really would like to understand who's using what, 

           11   where, and get that data on an ongoing basis 

           12   collected.  We stand ready to move forward on 

           13   that.  We've done a lot of pre-work on it, getting 

           14   the infrastructure ready to receive the data.  We 

           15   have a draft reporting form, so we're ready to 

           16   focus on that.

           17              We're interested in moving the FOIA 

           18   discussion forward.  We feel like we've made lots 

           19   of progress, but I'm not so sure that everyone 

           20   believes that they have adequate information to 

           21   the data they need to really be able to engage as 

           22   we move forward on more complex implementation 

           23   actions.  

           24              And then we continue to stress the 

           25   importance of partnering with USGS and having the 
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            1   funding available to maintain both the water 

            2   quality monitoring network and the water quantity 

            3   gaging network.  It is data that many people in 

            4   this room rely on for base data, and it becomes a 

            5   larger and larger struggle each year to continue 

            6   to maintain that system and to have robust data 

            7   that we can begin to -- or we can continue to look 

            8   at trends and specifically as we see climate 

            9   change signals begin to emerge.  

           10              So those are our five priorities.

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

           12              DAVID KALAFA:  For us -- and again, we 

           13   looked at it in more of the context of what we can 

           14   do fairly quickly in the next six months or so to 

           15   make some progress on.  And one of the things we 

           16   were thinking was monitoring for plan 

           17   implementation, developing a method really to make 

           18   sure that future decisions on the part of agencies 

           19   meet the goals and requirements and 

           20   recommendations of the plan, and how do we track 

           21   that going forward to make sure that we are in 

           22   fact implementing the plan on a day-to-day basis 

           23   with the decisions we're making.  

           24              Water data needs, which I think is the 

           25   same as DEEP's electronic reporting for 




                                      21                         

�


                                                                 


            1   diversions, annually report registered water 

            2   withdrawals to DEEP using an electronic format.  

            3              And again, the other thing I want to 

            4   mention is that I don't think necessarily all 

            5   these priorities are mutually exclusive.  There's 

            6   some bleeding over, so that's something we can 

            7   talk about, too, is how we handle that.  

            8              Drought planning, which I think we're 

            9   all in agreement.  We have a drought plan that's 

           10   almost complete.  We need to complete it.  There 

           11   was also legislation in this session that did not 

           12   pass that would give the drought plan and drought 

           13   planning process legislative underpinnings.  And 

           14   one of the things that we think we should do as a 

           15   committee is get ahead of that for next session 

           16   and perhaps craft some legislation that could be 

           17   considered so that we're driving what the process 

           18   should look like.  

           19              And then we put establish or designate 

           20   a standing advisory committee to assist the WPC 

           21   with plan implementation.  And I think other 

           22   agencies felt that because it's in the executive 

           23   order it's just something we're going to do.  We 

           24   threw it in our list.  

           25              Water conservation.  And again, I think 
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            1   that a healthy conversation could and should take 

            2   place on what that really means before we can 

            3   begin to implement something.  

            4              And then we had a couple of extras as 

            5   well.  Data availability, accessibility and 

            6   accuracy and Class B water for non-potable uses.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very 

            8   much.  

            9              And some duplication with PURA.  One of 

           10   the things you already talked about, Lori, was the 

           11   industrial needs and agriculture activities is 

           12   something that we really need to zone in on when 

           13   it comes to water planning and drought planning.  

           14   Of course, I really feel very strongly that we, as 

           15   a Council, should come up with an approved plan, 

           16   and then we have to work with legislation 

           17   accordingly, but we should be the one driving that 

           18   process, not the Legislature, quite frankly.  

           19              Obsolete registered water diversion 

           20   permits, constraints on system expansion and aging 

           21   infrastructure.  

           22              And a final one, which I know is a 

           23   dream, is to have the funding for a person to work 

           24   implementing the -- maybe through the Office of 

           25   Policy and Management -- implementing the water 
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            1   plan.  And we spent a million dollars on this 

            2   plan.  We ought to have at least a person 

            3   designated to plan implementation.  

            4              So do we want to today, do we want to 

            5   look at some -- I mean, we're going to turn this 

            6   over to the Water Planning Council Advisory Group, 

            7   but we're also, I think there's things here today 

            8   that we ought to say let's start with, like the 

            9   drought planning and perhaps the water 

           10   conservation and -- 

           11              LORI MATHIEU:  So I think David brought 

           12   up some administrative functions.  There's two 

           13   administrative functions, monitoring for plan 

           14   implementation, which everybody involved with the 

           15   policy group thought it was really important that 

           16   we track what we do.  And I think that's a good 

           17   administrative function, but we have to figure out 

           18   who would do that.  

           19              And then the other part of it is, I 

           20   agree with Jack wholeheartedly to have a staff 

           21   person or a portion of an FTE focused in on 

           22   helping coordinate.  So there's two administrative 

           23   functions that I think are priorities so that we 

           24   can keep track of what we're doing and keep the 

           25   ball rolling forward.  Because it's hard to just 
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            1   meet once a month and not have a coordinated 

            2   effort.  

            3              So I think those are two administrative 

            4   functions that don't have to really be part of the 

            5   top five items of topics that we want to talk 

            6   about.  That's just my idea.  So we have seven 

            7   things.

            8              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  Those are 

            9   things that could be and should be pursued perhaps 

           10   outside of what other priorities we look at.

           11              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.

           12              DAVID KALAFA:  I agree with that.

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey.

           14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Question, Jack?  

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Do you agree 

           16   with -- 

           17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would love to 

           18   see both of those things happen.  I think that in 

           19   terms of tracking implementation, we need to make 

           20   some progress, so I would say that that's probably 

           21   next year's focus.  

           22              In terms of the ability to identify a 

           23   person or part of a person to apply to it, it's a 

           24   lovely idea, but I'm not so sure where the funding 

           25   is going to come from.  Since we're already into 
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            1   the fiscal year, it seems to me that should be 

            2   potentially something that we look at for next 

            3   year and see whether, as we move into full 

            4   implementation, we can accomplish that.  That's a 

            5   real challenge.  And it's absolutely necessary, 

            6   but I don't feel it's within our control, and I 

            7   really want us to focus on things that are at this 

            8   point.

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Fair enough.

           10              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, not to put a 

           11   counterpoint on that, but if we don't start now, 

           12   we all thought it was important and the 

           13   stakeholders thought it was important to, number 

           14   one, track what we're doing and to pursue a 

           15   person.  So I'd be willing to start thinking about 

           16   how funding could come together.  If we don't 

           17   start now, we never will.  And so we all need the 

           18   help to have a coordinator on board.  So I'd be 

           19   willing to coordinate some sort of effort to start 

           20   looking at it and see what we could do for that.  

           21   And again, it doesn't have to be a full-time 

           22   person.  It could be a quarter of somebody's job.  

           23   We should have a conversation about it and not 

           24   forget about it because, frankly, I think that 

           25   that would help us coordinate everything that's 
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            1   going on and be able to monitor what's going on so 

            2   that we can track what's going on.  I think that 

            3   that's a really important aspect of this plan.  

            4   And I don't want to wait till next year to get 

            5   that started.  

            6              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, I would agree.  

            7   We could begin to have conversations.  And if 

            8   you're volunteering to kind of take the lead in 

            9   that, I think it's great.  I mean, in terms of 

           10   getting a full-time person on, I don't think it's 

           11   very realistic and, you know, I think we're all 

           12   strained in terms of our staffs.  So I'm not sure 

           13   how we would pull that off, and I'm not in a 

           14   position to volunteer any of my staff to be able 

           15   to take that on.  But yes, we should talk about 

           16   it.

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, I'll work on that.

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  So again, moving 

           20   forward, we have some top issues here that we want 

           21   to move forward with.

           22              JOHN HUDAK:  Jack, can I make a few 

           23   comments?  

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Please do.  Yes, by all 

           25   means.




                                      27                         

�


                                                                 


            1              JOHN HUDAK:  The standing advisory 

            2   committee that David recommended, I think what our 

            3   committee is working on now is going to address 

            4   that, and we should have recommendations to you by 

            5   the next meeting.

            6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Standing advisory for 

            7   implementation?  

            8              JOHN HUDAK:  Yes.  

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay. 

           10              JOHN HUDAK:  Electronic reporting for 

           11   diversions, Betsey said 02-102.  

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct. 

           13              JOHN HUDAK:  Isn't it 04-185?  There's 

           14   a later one that makes the law annually.  

           15              CORINNE FITTING:  They both affect the 

           16   same statutory -- 

           17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I can remember 

           18   02-102 because it's a nice number, but it's the 

           19   same -- 

           20              JOHN HUDAK:  All right.  I'm just 

           21   making sure we're talking about the same thing.  

           22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.  

           23              Thank you, Corinne.  

           24              JOHN HUDAK:  And lastly, as someone who 

           25   spent probably the first three months of this year 
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            1   and several thousand dollars redacting a water 

            2   supply plan in accordance with the new law, I'm 

            3   perplexed as to what there's left to do.  I mean, 

            4   we poured over thousands of pages, every word, 

            5   every diagram, every map, and pulled out -- and 

            6   there were some things we left in that we were 

            7   uncomfortable with, but still we were faithful 

            8   with the law, in our minds, and we ended up with a 

            9   list of redactions.  And I looked at that list of 

           10   redactions, and I can't think of any of those 

           11   redactions in any way affecting our ability to do 

           12   water planning.  So I'm kind of -- again, I'm a 

           13   little confused as to what the issue is now.

           14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So John, I also 

           15   understand you're one of many, and we need to get 

           16   everybody to the same place and have the same kind 

           17   of data that's available, and I think we need to 

           18   have some discussions about that.

           19              JOHN HUDAK:  Looking forward to it.  

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, do you have any 

           21   comments?

           22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  What I do have is the 

           23   responses we have so far from the advisory group 

           24   from our survey that we sent out, if you'd like 

           25   that now, or do you want that later?  
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'd like to hear it now, 

            2   sure.

            3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I haven't had a 

            4   chance to analyze the comments that came in with 

            5   the survey.  But the advisory group pretty much is 

            6   somewhat in line with the Water Planning Council's 

            7   priorities.  So the most -- the one that had the 

            8   most responses was statewide drought planning.  Of 

            9   the ten responses we had, nine people, that was in 

           10   their top ten.  And again, this needs a little bit 

           11   more analysis because we asked for a top ten; we 

           12   did not ask for a top five.  We just figured with 

           13   the amount of people we had and the number of 

           14   topics here, in order to actually find some 

           15   alignment we had to ask for more than five.  

           16              And then after that was electronic 

           17   reporting for diversions.  

           18              And after that was "other," which, like 

           19   I said, I haven't had a chance to explore the 

           20   comments on these, but I think we need to be 

           21   careful about making sure that actual tasks within 

           22   the water plan were chosen as a priority under 

           23   other, because we certainly don't want to go back 

           24   and redo all the work we did on the water plan or 

           25   prioritize something that might be sort of a pet 
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            1   project of a group that didn't go through the 

            2   water planning process.  But we did add that in 

            3   case there were items that were missed as far as 

            4   tasks go.  

            5              And central data portal was also in the 

            6   top five, as well as water conservation.  So those 

            7   were the top five among the advisory group 

            8   members.

            9              JOHN HUDAK:  Of those ten respondents, 

           10   what were the votes looking like for each one in 

           11   terms of how many votes, especially for the top 

           12   few, because I haven't seen these yet?  

           13              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I also analyzed it 

           14   by top five and last five.  So, as far as the top 

           15   five goes, water conservation, statewide drought 

           16   planning were high on the list, as well as 

           17   monitoring for implementation and electronic 

           18   reporting of diversions and the central data 

           19   portal.

           20              JOHN HUDAK:  But how many votes did the 

           21   top one get, say, five or -- 

           22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, the very top 

           23   was nine.

           24              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.

           25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  And that was water 
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            1   conservation -- or, no, statewide drought 

            2   planning, but it was spread across the top ten.

            3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And Alicea, do you 

            4   know who your ten voters were?  Was there a good 

            5   representative from -- 

            6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Unfortunately, I 

            7   didn't realize that capability was not in the 

            8   SurveyMonkey.  

            9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So it's anonymous.  

           10              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  It's anonymous.  

           11              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So you don't know 

           12   whether you've gotten a balance of in and 

           13   out-of-stream users or -- 

           14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.  

           15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But you got people 

           16   quick to the draw.  When did you close voting?  

           17              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  We have not closed 

           18   voting yet.

           19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Did you set a date?  

           20              JOHN HUDAK:  I don't know.  Did we?  

           21              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I think we were going 

           22   to see how they worked out today.

           23              JOHN HUDAK:  Because it only went out 

           24   like last Thursday, I think.  I think we do want 

           25   to give it another week and talk about it Tuesday, 
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            1   more the better.

            2              DAVID KALAFA:  I'm thinking it might be 

            3   helpful when you do have, if you will, your final 

            4   list to share with us and we can meld it into 

            5   this, you know, so the advisory group is 

            6   represented with the four members and see which 

            7   priorities seem to float to the top that we could 

            8   get started on right away.  It seems like there is 

            9   some consensus, at least, on maybe three items, 

           10   you know, statewide drought planning, water 

           11   conservation, and it sounds like electronic 

           12   reporting for diversions is also up there.  And 

           13   that's not to say that we won't pursue other 

           14   things.  

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're kind of side bar 

           16   here saying the exact same thing you just said 

           17   that I'd like to leave here today having agreed on 

           18   at least two or three topics moving forward and 

           19   give the advisory group an opportunity to keep on 

           20   surveying their stakeholders for the next meeting, 

           21   but at least we work on drought planning, 

           22   conservation, that kind data, something along 

           23   those lines.  

           24              Does that make sense?  

           25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
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            1              JOHN HUDAK:  And I would guess those 

            2   three would be high on the list.

            3              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question 

            4   is, say those are the top three we walk out of 

            5   here with today.  How do we begin to pursue them?  

            6   Do we want to talk about subcommittees, working 

            7   groups, et cetera?  What is the next step we need 

            8   to take to begin to go down this avenue?  

            9              LORI MATHIEU:  Could I add something 

           10   else to the table in this conversation?  

           11              DAVID KALAFA:  Sure. 

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  Because I don't want to 

           13   forget about what my commissioner asked me to talk 

           14   about as a priority.  Two things -- well, three 

           15   things.  So yeah, sometimes I have a hard time 

           16   letting things go, right?  So sufficient -- 

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  You, Lori?  

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  No, never.  Sufficient 

           19   high quality sources for human consumption I think 

           20   is really very important to the health 

           21   department -- I know is very, very important to 

           22   the health department.  So is health equity, and 

           23   so are private wells.  So I would ask the advisory 

           24   committee to give a lot of consideration to those 

           25   items.  And I'd like to hear what the advisory 
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            1   committee would think about those items as focus 

            2   points.  

            3              Because I know, John, you opened up -- 

            4   Alicea, you weren't here -- but you opened up with 

            5   58 things to look at, 58 easy topics to consider.  

            6   Right?  Every one is difficult.  So it's hard to 

            7   look at 58 and then put it down to five and ten.  

            8   So from the health department's point of view, 

            9   there is where our focus is, high quality sources 

           10   for human consumption, health equity, and private 

           11   wells.  So I would like to ask the advisory 

           12   committee to take a closer look at those things.  

           13              And David, I would agree that the 

           14   statewide drought planning, water conservation are 

           15   number -- I would absolutely agree that we should 

           16   put a lot of effort into those.  The electronic 

           17   reporting for diversions, you know, it's a public 

           18   act, a requirement for DEEP -- 

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me suggest this.  We 

           20   have been getting emails back and forth that 

           21   things are getting dry out there, and that the 

           22   statewide drought group is going to be meeting 

           23   very soon.

           24              LORI MATHIEU:  That's true.

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So why can't we extend 
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            1   that group somehow to incorporate what we're 

            2   trying to do here?  Is that a possibility?  

            3              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, to some agree my 

            4   understanding is they already have, and we've got 

            5   a draft drought plan that is pretty much almost 

            6   complete, and it's really up to staff at OPM to 

            7   finish summarizing comments and then make 

            8   revisions for a final draft.  And we're going to 

            9   do that regardless, because we think we need to 

           10   have an updated draft plan that's -- 

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I see Virginia de Lima, 

           12   she's smiling back there, because I think she 

           13   worked on that how many years ago?  Five?  

           14              LORI MATHIEU:  I do think that the new 

           15   NOAA effort has to be somehow incorporated because 

           16   we're being more and more informed with the 

           17   drought forecasting, and so that's something that 

           18   I'd like to have incorporated that wasn't even on 

           19   the table when it was being redrafted.  So that is 

           20   something that we should add.

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  So let's -- sorry, 

           22   Betsey.

           23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I want to make 

           24   sure, though, as things get dryer this summer, we 

           25   don't lose the focus on completing this version of 
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            1   the drought plan because I think that's a big 

            2   concern.  I understand Lori's recommendation to 

            3   include something new.  It can be a work in 

            4   progress, but we need to get it final -- 

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Correct.  

            6              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  -- and we need to 

            7   get it out in front of the public, and we need to 

            8   move forward.  And my suggestion is we set a time 

            9   frame for fall when we'll actually sort of have 

           10   something in front of us to vote on and to be 

           11   complete.  And my guess is drought response is 

           12   probably a different meeting, literally looking at 

           13   conditions and where we are than actually 

           14   finalizing the plan.  I think we need two separate 

           15   discussions.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  But they do go hand in 

           17   hand.  

           18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  They absolutely do, 

           19   but every time we get to implementation -- 

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  I don't want to drop the 

           21   ball on this.  

           22              So Dave, what you're saying is your 

           23   staff is reviewing the draft plan that was put 

           24   together by Virginia and her committee sometime 

           25   ago?  
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            1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  So would that be ready 

            3   for us to take up at one of our future meetings?  

            4              DAVID KALAFA:  It should be.  And I'll 

            5   look at Bruce.  I mean, we spoke with Eric this 

            6   morning who is going to summarize those comments.  

            7              A time frame, Bruce, that you think -- 

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  September meeting?  

            9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yeah, I think maybe by 

           10   the September meeting we can aim for that so that 

           11   we have something in front of us, a final, if you 

           12   will, a final draft that would be in front of us.  

           13   You know, nothing says it can't be revised next 

           14   year as well.

           15              LORI MATHIEU:  I'm part of that group, 

           16   the drought group, the state agency drought group, 

           17   and the six agencies that are responsible.  And so 

           18   I think we already are leaning on NOAA to help us 

           19   tremendously.  And I think it would be a great 

           20   disservice to not at least mention the fact that 

           21   NOAA is working with us and came to Connecticut 

           22   and did a nice presentation for a number of us on 

           23   their new forecasting model.  

           24              So I'm going to push for that, as I'm 

           25   part of that group that is drafting and redrafting 
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            1   that plan.  So because I think it just informs us, 

            2   as already Nicole has already informed us, how dry 

            3   it is.  So they're extremely helpful, and we want 

            4   to continue to be led by the information in the 

            5   forecasting models that are out there.

            6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So closer to this 

            7   topic by September -- 

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  September.

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- we'll have something 

           10   before us to hopefully vote on, folks to vote on.  

           11   So that's one of our top priorities here that 

           12   everybody agrees on?  It's the only thing we agree 

           13   on but -- 

           14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It's the only thing 

           15   we have (inaudible) on, Jack, which is different 

           16   than agreeing.

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's true with the 

           18   list here.

           19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So how about 

           21   water conservation?

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is an effort 

           23   by the Connecticut Section Sustainability 

           24   Committee.  There's many people out in the 

           25   audience that are on that group, invited to 
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            1   attend, and we're working with that group.  And 

            2   Dave Kuzminski is the chair of that committee 

            3   working on a workshop, working on sustainability.

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  You and I attended their 

            5   last meeting.  

            6              LORI MATHIEU:  And we attended, that's 

            7   right.  

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  And there's going to be 

            9   a workshop in October, I believe.  

           10              LORI MATHIEU:  In October.  And so 

           11   maybe the end of September, early October.  And 

           12   that was held in Portland.  And so they're working 

           13   on a draft agenda and putting speakers together.  

           14   So that's a good effort.

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So maybe this 

           16   could be incorporated into that.

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  It could, absolutely.

           18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So the task 

           19   associated with water conservation is really 

           20   broad.  It might help to sort of drill down and 

           21   pick some specific deliverable for this year.  I'm 

           22   not sure I can readily identify that, but that 

           23   could potentially be something we could discuss 

           24   with the advisory group also.

           25              LORI MATHIEU:  One thing I would 
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            1   suggest is information for towns, what should 

            2   towns know about drought, about water 

            3   conservation, about what it means to have an order 

            4   where it says do not -- you have a ban on outdoor 

            5   water use, what does that mean, how do you work 

            6   together.  Because when that happens, you have to 

            7   bring together the town manager, the first 

            8   selectman, the mayor, the local health director, 

            9   and a lot of people don't know how to move that 

           10   forward.  So I think that's education to towns, 

           11   education to local health departments, and how 

           12   water companies can speak to those entities about 

           13   drought, drought planning, what's done, and 

           14   conservation.

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  And we have here at the 

           16   DPUC, we have dockets relative to water 

           17   conservation we can utilize as well.  

           18              Do you want to take a look at that, 

           19   John?  

           20              JOHN HUDAK:  On the towns or -- 

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  For the water -- 

           22              JOHN HUDAK:  The dockets?  

           23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So there's ten 

           24   policy recommendations within Section 5.2.3.3, and 

           25   they're fairly broad.  They include outreach, they 
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            1   include supporting local water department model 

            2   ordinances, strengthening partnerships.  There's a 

            3   lot of things that get to the education component 

            4   that Lori was talking about, but really sort of 

            5   honing in on what would be a reasonable 

            6   deliverable.

            7              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm not asking -- I'm 

            9   saying we'll get that information to you.  I don't 

           10   expect you to go reviewing our dockets, John.

           11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  Thank you.

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  What we have here 

           13   relative to water conservation, we've had gurus 

           14   come to the State of Connecticut and talk about 

           15   water conservation.  So we'll get that information 

           16   to you.  

           17              Okay.  So there's two items.  How about 

           18   electronic reporting for diversions, Betsey, do 

           19   you want to talk about that?  

           20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would say that 

           21   DEEP staff is ready to work with I think what 

           22   needs to be a subcommittee of the Water Planning 

           23   Council Advisory Group in accordance with the law 

           24   to sort of talk about next steps.  

           25              Corinne, you look like you're ready 
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            1   to -- 

            2              CORINNE FITTING:  The Water Planning 

            3   Council has to appoint a work group of at least 

            4   five registered diverters to help with that task.  

            5              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Out of the 

            6   Water Planning Council Advisory Group what does it 

            7   actually say?  

            8              CORINNE FITTING:  It doesn't.  It's not 

            9   specific.  It just says registered diverters.  

           10              JOHN HUDAK:  I think it's registrants.  

           11              CORINNE FITTING:  Registrants.

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  We could work out of 

           13   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group to do 

           14   that, or we could come back with a recommendation, 

           15   or we could seek volunteers, whatever the Water 

           16   Planning Council's -- 

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Whatever is the quickest 

           18   way to do it, probably seek volunteers and just 

           19   move on with it.  

           20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  I think we 

           21   have ways to reach out.  How about if we reach out 

           22   and come back prepared at the August meeting with 

           23   registered diverters we'd like to work with and to 

           24   update the Water Planning Council on where we are?  

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Very good.
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            1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Does that work, 

            2   Corinne?  

            3              CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.  

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So that's three 

            5   items, and I think that's a good start.

            6              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.  

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's nothing 

            8   further on implementation, then go right back to 

            9   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group for 

           10   continuing reporting if there's additional 

           11   information you'd like to share with us.

           12              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just before we move 

           13   from the electronic diversions topic, did you want 

           14   the advisory group to assist in getting these 

           15   registered diverters as well, or are you going to 

           16   do that through the Water Planning Council solely?  

           17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The department will 

           18   take care of that to come back to the Water 

           19   Planning Council with recommendations, but 

           20   volunteers are welcome to reach out.

           21              JOHN HUDAK:  So we have a nominating 

           22   committee that's hard at work.  They're going to 

           23   be reporting back to us next week.  And they're 

           24   looking to -- one is define terms for the group, 

           25   and it's probably going to be rotating terms where 
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            1   we're cycling people off -- either reappointing or 

            2   appointing new members, five per year.  So it 

            3   basically will be a four-year cycle because we 

            4   have 20 members.  We are committed to achieving 

            5   the balance by attrition; however, we're going to 

            6   also highly value attendance.  So not 

            7   attendance -- 

            8              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Can you say that 

            9   again, John?

           10              JOHN HUDAK:  We are going to be moving 

           11   towards balancing instream and out-of-stream over 

           12   time by attrition.  So anybody who's on the group 

           13   now participating will not be kicked off.  Anybody 

           14   who wants to continue will continue, but over time 

           15   we will be kind of moving towards achieving the 

           16   statutory balance in the group.  

           17              And anything else on that, Alicea?  

           18              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  I shared with my 

           20   colleagues here and gave you a letter as well, 

           21   John, from the Connecticut Nursery & Landscape 

           22   Association who's looking to appoint an individual 

           23   to the advisory group.  But you said you're going 

           24   to be looking at a vacancy seat with a business 

           25   aspect, so, again, you're looking at the whole 
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            1   composition right now and make some 

            2   recommendations to us next time.  Right?  

            3              JOHN HUDAK:  Correct.  And there will 

            4   actually be a slate that's proposed for your 

            5   October meeting so for the upcoming year, so that 

            6   will be part of it as well.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.

            8              JOHN HUDAK:  In addition, we've had our 

            9   ad hoc organizational work group which is intended 

           10   to set up an organizational structure for this 

           11   implementation -- state water planning 

           12   implementation work group.  We had a very 

           13   constructive meeting last week.  We are also going 

           14   to be working on a set of recommendations that 

           15   will go to the advisory group next week for their 

           16   input, and then, if all goes well by August 1st, 

           17   we'll have that to you.  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.

           19              JOHN HUDAK:  I think that's it.

           20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, anything 

           21   further?  

           22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.  John covered 

           23   everything.

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  I 

           25   appreciate it.  We're going to go to old business.  
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            1   We have an update on the environmental study on a 

            2   change in the use of New Britain Water Company 

            3   land, discussion of City of New Britain public 

            4   hearing, and talking about we have a report to 

            5   submit to the Legislature relative to that 

            6   hearing.  I know that Lori was there that evening, 

            7   and I know Gail Lucchina from our staff was there.  

            8              DAVID KALAFA:  Bruce.

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Bruce was there.  And we 

           10   want to just -- Lori, just reiterate what our 

           11   charge is between now and the end of August, 

           12   please.

           13              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  So under Public 

           14   Act 16-61, I believe it is -- let me make sure I 

           15   have the right number -- 16-61, which is "An act 

           16   concerning an environmental study on a change in 

           17   use of New Britain Water Company land."

           18              The last subdivision, (e), that's where 

           19   we are at this point, "Not later than sixty days 

           20   after the public hearing required pursuant to 

           21   subsection (d) of this section, the Water Planning 

           22   Council, in consultation with the Council on 

           23   Environmental Quality, shall submit:" -- four 

           24   items -- "(1) The report on the results of the 

           25   environmental study; (2) said councils' comments 
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            1   on review of such report; (3) a summary of the 

            2   public comments received concerning such report 

            3   and comments; and (4) said councils' 

            4   recommendations to the joint standing committees 

            5   of the General Assembly having cognizance of 

            6   matters relating to the environment and public 

            7   health, in accordance with the provisions of 

            8   section 11-4a of the general statutes."

            9              So we have four things to do within 60 

           10   days of the public hearing that was held on June 

           11   26th.

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any comments or 

           13   questions?  

           14              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess understood -- 

           15              THE CHAIRMAN:  So Bruce is going to do 

           16   that for us?  

           17              DAVID KALAFA:  Well, so the report 

           18   results, is that the report -- 

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  The report is the report 

           20   that they have.

           21              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that's how I 

           22   understand it.

           23              THE CHAIRMAN:  We do nothing to that.

           24              DAVID KALAFA:  Right.  And so the 

           25   comments were the comments that we submitted prior 
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            1   to the public hearing, so those two items -- 

            2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  One and two, yes.

            3              DAVID KALAFA:  So those are done.  And 

            4   then the summary of comments received.  And so 

            5   here's the question I have:  My assumption is 

            6   "comments received" means the comments the Water 

            7   Planning Council received as we were developing 

            8   our own official comments and summarizing those?

            9              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, Item (3) is -- 

           10   it's interesting wording -- "a summary of the 

           11   public comments received concerning such report 

           12   and comments."  So if we received public comments 

           13   on our comments.  We might have.

           14              DAVID KALAFA:  We might have.  I don't 

           15   know that we did.

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  That's a smart addition 

           17   there because we issued comments, and then we 

           18   published them.  So then they held a public 

           19   hearing and you had public comment then.  Then you 

           20   might have written comments on our comments, you 

           21   know, so it's possible.

           22              DAVID KALAFA:  So we need to go back 

           23   and look at any comments we had received, 

           24   summarize them, and include a summary?  

           25              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.




                                      49                         

�


                                                                 


            1              DAVID KALAFA:  And then -- 

            2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Actually, can we 

            3   just stop on that?  So does that include the 

            4   comments at the public hearing, and is there a 

            5   transcript of the public hearing, or is it only 

            6   written submittals that came in in writing?

            7              LORI MATHIEU:  I take this, if I read 

            8   it narrowly, it's the public comments that we 

            9   received as the Water Planning Council and/or the 

           10   CEQ.  You could take that as all public comments 

           11   received.  But did we receive those comments?  We 

           12   did not.  

           13              DAVID KALAFA:  No.

           14              LORI MATHIEU:  So I would say it points 

           15   to what we received, and I would include CEQ's 

           16   public comments.  

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe Paul can clear it 

           18   up.

           19              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  I would just note, all 

           20   the public meetings in New Britain are televised 

           21   by Nutmeg TV.  I sent in to the Water Planning 

           22   Council and the Council on Environmental Quality 

           23   the link to that.  So if somebody is having 

           24   trouble sleeping, they could watch the five-hour 

           25   hearing to see what happened.  But that is -- I 
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            1   don't believe it was transcribed, but I sent that 

            2   link, and all you have to do is click it and it 

            3   will download on your computer for four or five 

            4   hours it will run.  And I put the time.  I think 

            5   an hour and 15 minutes in is when the public 

            6   comments -- 

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll send that link up 

            8   to the Legislature.  

            9              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Yeah.  They'll look at 

           10   it very closely. 

           11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Ray Esponda, deputy 

           12   director of New Britain Public Works, utility 

           13   division.  I have a DVD of the entire presentation 

           14   and the public comments.  If you would like it, I 

           15   will submit it to the Council.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes?  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  Just for the record, I 

           18   just want to say that I attended, myself and Eric 

           19   McPhee from the health department attended the 

           20   entire public hearing.  We walked in.  We were not 

           21   present for the entire presentation that was being 

           22   given by the consultant team to the water board.  

           23              So Ray, I think you mentioned that the 

           24   presentation that you handed to us, does that 

           25   include the presentation that Lenard Engineering 
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            1   was given to the water board that night?  

            2              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I believe so.  I 

            3   haven't had a chance to look at it.  I lived 

            4   through it once, so I haven't had a chance to look 

            5   at it, but I was told that it would be on there.  

            6   I would request that the New Britain Water 

            7   Department be allowed to either give a technical 

            8   presentation to the Council and the Council on 

            9   Environmental Quality or submit some written 

           10   submissions on information that we feel is 

           11   relevant to your decisions.  

           12              I don't know if your recommendations 

           13   are final, as they state now, but we feel that 

           14   some of the information that we can provide you 

           15   was not included in the original scope of the 

           16   report, and it should be considered for your 

           17   recommendations.

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I would say come to our 

           19   August 1st meeting and we'll do that.

           20              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Thank you.

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, if --

           22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think the question 

           23   there, though, Jack, is how many iterations are we 

           24   going to have?  And the report really needs to 

           25   stand on its own.  Because if we then accept 
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            1   comments from New Britain and don't go through 

            2   another public comment period, is that fair to the 

            3   citizens?  I mean, I would suggest that we hold 

            4   the report where it is and all the comments that 

            5   came in associated with it.

            6              LORI MATHIEU:  I would agree with that.  

            7   Frankly, just when I walked into the middle of the 

            8   -- 

            9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me just say, so what 

           10   you want to do, Ray, is basically rebut what was 

           11   said?  

           12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.

           13              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  We want to provide -- 

           14   I don't know if rebutting is the proper term, but 

           15   we want to provide you with more information that 

           16   we think is germane to the conversation and to 

           17   your final decision.  The scope of the report, the 

           18   report could have been twice as long if we put 

           19   everything that was supposed to be in there.  And 

           20   it's 500, 600 pages as it is now.  But there is 

           21   other information, especially the comments that 

           22   were provided by both councils, that we think 

           23   should be considered, this information that we 

           24   think should be considered by both councils when 

           25   the final recommendation is submitted to the 
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            1   state.

            2              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess I have a 

            3   question.  You just said that the report could 

            4   have been twice as long if you had included 

            5   everything that should have been included there.  

            6   I guess my question is, why wasn't it included?  

            7   Our charge was to review the report that was 

            8   submitted, and that's what we've done, and that's 

            9   what the comments have been on.  So that's what 

           10   we're using to move forward.

           11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Well, the original 

           12   scope of the report was, for lack of a better 

           13   term, not as encompassing as it should have been.  

           14   We had -- and as other comments came through, 

           15   there was other information, again, that we think 

           16   would be beneficial for you to consider.  There 

           17   were so many comments that were provided.  Some of 

           18   the other issues include -- one of the comments 

           19   that we found in your report was about the water 

           20   testing.  And if I could bring Jim Ericson up, he 

           21   could address that specifically.

           22              LORI MATHIEU:  Can I just ask -- I 

           23   don't like Robert's Rules -- but a point of order 

           24   here?  

           25              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm going to be my 
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            1   chairman right now, and I'm just going to cut you 

            2   right off and say, you know what, I appreciate you 

            3   being here today.  We're going to put this in -- 

            4   this will be available on the Water Planning 

            5   Council web site, and I think that -- you know, 

            6   I'm going to put on my PUC commissioner hat.  It's 

            7   like coming in after a completed docket and saying 

            8   give me another bite of the apple.  We can't do 

            9   that.

           10              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I understand.

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  So that's -- do 

           12   you have something to say?  

           13              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So the comments that 

           14   the city made on the comments that you all made, 

           15   are those considered comments that will go to the 

           16   Legislature?  Would their comments go to the 

           17   Legislature, their comments on your comments?  

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, that's what Number 

           19   (3) is.  And "(3), a summary of the public 

           20   comments received concerning such report and 

           21   comments."

           22              So we received comments already from -- 

           23              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So what they 

           24   submitted in response to yours will be submitted 

           25   to the Legislature?  
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            1              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  

            2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct.  

            3              LORI MATHIEU:  And I will tell you -- 

            4              THE CHAIRMAN:  So that's --

            5              LORI MATHIEU:  -- one thing I wanted, 

            6   if I could, please, through Jack, and I want to 

            7   talk to my Water Planning Council colleagues -- 

            8   when I walked into the presentation that was being 

            9   given, number one, I didn't realize they were 

           10   going to do a presentation.  I was going there for 

           11   a 7 o'clock public hearing, so I wanted to be 

           12   early.  So I walked in around 6:20 and there was a 

           13   presentation being given to I believe the water 

           14   board of the city.  And while I sat there, I heard 

           15   some new information.  I heard our comments being 

           16   talked about, and then there was some information, 

           17   other information that was being discussed.  And 

           18   then there was some new information being 

           19   discussed.  

           20              So at this point, number one, I didn't 

           21   hear the entire presentation.  Number two, I don't 

           22   know if that's really relevant or not.  But number 

           23   three, I wanted to let you know that when I was 

           24   there for the entire hearing, there were about 48 

           25   people there that testified and got up and stood 
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            1   up, and 46 of the 48 opposed and spoke against the 

            2   proposal; 2 spoke for it.  So I just wanted to 

            3   summarize that for you.  

            4              JAMES ERICSON:  Mr. Chairman, if I just 

            5   may add one point to that?  

            6              A VOICE:  Out of order, Mr. Chairman.  

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Who are you, please?  

            8              JAMES ERICSON:  James Ericson, Lenard 

            9   Engineering, one of the consultants who wrote the 

           10   report.  One of the comments I'll take as an 

           11   example.  One of the comments that the Council 

           12   made is you believe there would be significant 

           13   impact to the water quality on Shuttle Meadow 

           14   Reservoir through quarrying activities.  You asked 

           15   for more information as to a narrative, how it 

           16   will be done, can you demonstrate what will be 

           17   done incrementally or over time.  The city took 

           18   this opportunity at the hearing to prepare slides 

           19   which showed a very slow incremental process of 

           20   quarrying that no water would run off the site.  

           21   We think that if you had this information, which 

           22   is essentially additional information asked for in 

           23   your review, it may or may not change your 

           24   comment.  All we're asking for is the opportunity 

           25   to respond to your comments and then -- 
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm just -- we're not 

            2   going to allow that.  I'm sorry.  It's not fair to 

            3   the process.  It's compromising the process.  It 

            4   really is.  

            5              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  It's your job to do 

            6   what you have to do.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we've been very 

            8   fair and open -- 

            9              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Absolutely.

           10              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- and respectful of all 

           11   parties in this.  We're doing our job, and we're 

           12   going to make a final report to the Legislature 

           13   per the public act, and I think we're on track to 

           14   do just that.

           15              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Okay.  Thank you.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments on 

           17   this?  

           18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So just one other, 

           19   and I assume that most people probably know this, 

           20   Karl Wagener, the executive director of the 

           21   Council on Environmental Quality retired at the 

           22   end of June.  So we wish Karl well.  He's done a 

           23   great service for the state in his role at CEQ.  

           24   We always called him a cat because he had like 

           25   nine lives.  He's moved on to his tenth life, 
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            1   hopefully a happy one, outside of CEQ.  Peter 

            2   Hearn is taking responsibility for relieving CEQ.  

            3              I know Alicea sits on CEQ.  I didn't 

            4   know whether you wanted to add anything to that at 

            5   this point.

            6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just that I think 

            7   Karl will very much be missed.  He had, what, 33 

            8   or 35 years on CEQ?  He's been just a very 

            9   well-respected leader in the environmental 

           10   community, and we're hoping that we can bring 

           11   Peter to the position of executive director.  

           12   We're working through that process.

           13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Alicea.  

           14              Any other comments on the -- we know 

           15   we're going to move on the New Britain report.  

           16   Correct?  

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So under this we 

           18   consult with the CEQ.  So how do we -- what's our 

           19   mission?  What are we going to do next?  What are 

           20   our work items?  So we're going to work with our 

           21   team that had pulled together the comments before?  

           22              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  I think we were 

           23   collecting comments at OPM through some process.

           24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right, that we can reach 

           25   out to.
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            1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  So we'll need to 

            2   spend some time, and I'll talk to Eric and Bruce 

            3   about how we go about summarizing them, what the 

            4   best way to do that is, and to share the 

            5   information.  And is it after we summarize those 

            6   comments that we consult with CEQ?  Is it before?

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Probably sim -- I 

            8   mean -- 

            9              LORI MATHIEU:  I think it's before.  I 

           10   think it's now.

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay, simultaneously.

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  I think we need to 

           13   uphold that each need to be part of the team 

           14   because that's what we should do.

           15              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  CEQ's comments on the 

           16   report did consider public comments that came in 

           17   as well.

           18              DAVID KALAFA:  And then, you know, 

           19   again, we'll have to, after summarizing those 

           20   comments, discuss what our recommendation to the 

           21   committees of cognizance should be and go from 

           22   there.

           23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you think, is it 

           24   possible to have that by August 1st?  

           25              DAVID KALAFA:  It's pushing it, 
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            1   particularly if we're getting all the drought plan 

            2   comments summarized in the final revision of that.

            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's for September.

            4              DAVID KALAFA:  That's for September.  

            5              Come on, give me a hint here, Bruce.  

            6   He doesn't know.  Let me go back to my staff.

            7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We can have a special 

            8   meeting.

            9              LORI MATHIEU:  We might have to have a 

           10   special meeting.

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, it's summertime 

           12   and schedules and vacations and all that stuff.  

           13   So we'll do our best first; and if not, we'll have 

           14   a special meeting just to do that.

           15              DAVID KALAFA:  Okay.  Very good.

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're all set on that?  

           17   No further questions?  

           18              Yes, Denise.  

           19              DENISE RUZICKA:  Jack, I just point out 

           20   that the law says per the section that the 

           21   "councils' recommendation" is plural.  So I think 

           22   it's inferring that the CEQ and Water Planning 

           23   Council joint recommendation.  Although it doesn't 

           24   use the word "joint," it's the "councils'" plural, 

           25   when you look at how it's worded in the last 
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            1   portion of that.  

            2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  

            3              DENISE RUZICKA:  So I don't know how 

            4   you're planning to involve the consultation of 

            5   CEQ, or I don't know if you're planning a joint 

            6   meeting with them to get to that point.  So I just 

            7   urge you to think about that.  

            8              LORI MATHIEU:  I think one of the 

            9   things we just said is that we'd include CEQ as 

           10   part of the team that would write this up, and 

           11   they have to be part -- I think that's what they 

           12   envisioned when they wrote this, to Denise's 

           13   point.  

           14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes, but I think 

           15   there would have to be a joint meeting publicly 

           16   noticed.

           17              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, absolutely.

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.  

           19              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know if it has 

           20   to be publicly noticed.

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we did at 

           22   one point have some -- 

           23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think for the 

           24   members to coalesce around an agreement.  

           25              So, do you have a July and an August 




                                      62                         

�


                                                                 


            1   meeting on the calendar, is it as typically done, 

            2   Alicea?  

            3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.

            4              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Typically the 

            5   third Wednesday or the second Wednesday?

            6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Hold on, let me just 

            7   double check.  August 22nd is our August meeting 

            8   and July 25th.

            9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And the deadline is 

           10   what?  

           11              THE CHAIRMAN:  The 28th.

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  26th of August.  Well, 

           13   if you count 60 days.  I'm just assuming.  

           14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So procedurally 

           15   we're going to need to figure that out.

           16              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So we can have a 

           17   meeting of our staffs without a publicly announced 

           18   meeting.  Right?  

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

           20              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.

           21              LORI MATHIEU:  And I think we could 

           22   include -- you were the one member of the 

           23   subcommittee of CEQ?  

           24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.

           25              LORI MATHIEU:  So we could have that 
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            1   meeting with our staffs involved and two of us, if 

            2   we wanted -- 

            3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, I'm not -- 

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  -- without publicly 

            5   noticing that meeting?  

            6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm really not sure 

            7   that we fall under that same sort of staff.  CEQ 

            8   members, we all fall under the FOIA requirements.

            9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Would that be that 

           10   the quorum doesn't matter?  

           11              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.

           12              LORI MATHIEU:  So if one of you 

           13   representing CEQ comes to meet with four of us, 

           14   four of our staff, that represents a publicly 

           15   announced meeting?  

           16              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm not sure about 

           17   that.  I don't think so because -- 

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't think so.

           19              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  -- there would have 

           20   to be two of us from CEQ for it to be considered 

           21   meetings.

           22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Well, but Peter is 

           23   staff, correct?  

           24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Peter is the staff 

           25   and the executive director right now.
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            1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  He's both.

            2              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Apparently.

            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll figure it out.  

            4              LORI MATHIEU:  We'll figure it out.  

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I suspect we'll 

            6   have like a joint special meeting sometime.

            7              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Sometime in August.

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  In August.  So that we 

            9   all can be there.  

           10              Okay.  Anything else on that? 

           11              (No response.) 

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Now we'll move to WUCC 

           13   update.

           14              LORI MATHIEU:  Similar to last month, 

           15   we've ended the two-year planning window of time.  

           16   We're working to finalize the documents and move 

           17   it toward approval.  And that's all that I have.  

           18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

           19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I actually 

           20   have a piece of old business which it sort of 

           21   dropped off, but we actually have an update this 

           22   month, which is on stream flow classification.  

           23   I'd like to invite Corinne Fitting to come forward 

           24   and give us a very brief update on where we are on 

           25   classification.  
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

            2              CORINNE FITTING:  As you're aware, we 

            3   completed the Connecticut River Basin in February, 

            4   and we've gone out to notice on the remainder of 

            5   the state, the Hudson, the Housatonic, and 

            6   southwest coast.  The public comment period, the 

            7   90-day period, is open till September 21st, and 

            8   there is an information meeting on July 24th in 

            9   Newtown at the COG.

           10              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think that's it.  

           11   Thank you.

           12              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's excellent.  Thank 

           13   you very much.  Appreciate that.  

           14              Any other old business?  Any other old 

           15   business?

           16              (No response.) 

           17              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not -- 

           18              LORI MATHIEU:  I have new business.  

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

           20              LORI MATHIEU:  Which we skipped over.  

           21   I'd like to hand out -- I know, Betsey, you were 

           22   part of the Connecticut Institute of Water 

           23   Resources.  The executive director that has been 

           24   there a long time, Glenn Warner, has moved on.  

           25   And now the main contact is Dr. Michael Dietz, 
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            1   who's the director, as well as James Hurd is the 

            2   associate director of the Connecticut Institute of 

            3   Water Resources.  

            4              John, if you want to take some 

            5   information.  I know that there's members in the 

            6   audience of the institute.  Could you raise your 

            7   hands?  Maybe it's just one, David.  David Radka 

            8   is a member of the institute.  I've been a member 

            9   for a long time.  The information that I could 

           10   hand out -- I only have a few more copies for the 

           11   audience, if someone wants to just hand out a few 

           12   of these.  

           13              But one of the things, we had a recent 

           14   board meeting, and under Dr. Dietz' 

           15   directorship -- he's brand new at this -- and he 

           16   wants to talk about new ideas and incorporate new 

           17   members and talk about how the institute could be 

           18   a resource and work in new areas.  

           19              So I wanted -- I told him that I would 

           20   at least hand out the information on what the 

           21   institute is, and that if you wanted to, Jack, 

           22   invite them to come and present to us at a future 

           23   meeting here in one of our meetings, and have him 

           24   come and present and talk about opportunities 

           25   possibly to work together.
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            1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.

            2              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Thank you.

            3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other new business?  

            4              (No response.)

            5              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, any public 

            6   comment?  

            7              (No response.)

            8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Our next meeting will be 

            9   August 1st, which is actually, Nick, it's on a 

           10   Wednesday.  Correct?  

           11              Does that work for everybody, Wednesday 

           12   August 1st?  

           13              (No response.)

           14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

           15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Motion to adjourn.  

           16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.  

           17              Anything else?  

           18              (No response.)

           19              THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?  

           20              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.  

           21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Have a nice rest of the 

           22   hot summer day out there.  Thank you.  

           23              (Whereupon, the above proceedings 

           24   adjourned at 2:44 p.m.)

           25              
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll call this meeting
 2   of the Water Planning Council for Tuesday, July
 3   10th to order.
 4              Before we begin, Lori has some
 5   introductions to make.
 6              LORI MATHIEU:  I do.  Hi.  I want to
 7   introduce three of our interns, three of our five
 8   UConn interns that are sitting in the front row.
 9              If you want to stand up and say hello
10   and say your name and what you're studying at
11   UConn?
12              Go ahead, Connor, you first.
13              CONNOR CAMPBELL:  I'm Connor Campbell.
14   I'm going to be a junior at UConn.  I'm studying
15   environmental engineering.
16              LEIGH FEDERICI:  I'm Leigh Federici.
17   I'm also going to be a junior at UConn, and I'm
18   studying natural resources.
19              EMILY OLCHOWSKI:  I'm Emily Olchowski.
20   I'm studying environmental engineering.  I'm going
21   to be a junior too.
22              LORI MATHIEU:  Awesome.  Well, thank
23   you for being here.  We have five interns this
24   summer.  We're very pleased to have them.  And it
25   always is a breath of fresh air to have students
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 1   in our midst.  So thank you for coming, and thank
 2   you for being here.
 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome.
 4              And also just walked in is the -- we
 5   kind call him the Godfather of the State Water
 6   Plan.  He's certainly been our guardian angel in
 7   Hartford.  Representative Steinberg, welcome.
 8   Give a little wave.  He's the chairman of the
 9   health committee and has been very, very helpful
10   to us in the development of the implementation of
11   the State Water Plan.  We're happy to see him here
12   this afternoon.
13              So moving on, the first order of
14   business.  We have received our transcripts.  I
15   don't know if you had time to look them over.
16              Move that we accept them?
17              LORI MATHIEU:  I'll move to accept.
18              DAVID KALAFA:  Second.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion made and seconded
20   that the transcripts be accepted.
21              Any questions or comments?
22              (No response.)
23              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
24   favor, signify by saying aye.
25              DAVID KALAFA:  Aye.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Aye.
 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I'm
 3   abstaining.  I just haven't gotten them.
 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  No problem.
 5              Okay.  Next, we have the State Water
 6   Plan, discussion of top priorities for
 7   implementation, that we discussed at the last
 8   meeting that we held.  Our respective agencies
 9   have gone back and looked at the water plan and
10   have come up with a list of their top priorities
11   from PURA, from DPH, from OPM, and from DEEP.  A
12   great deal of input went into this.
13              So how would you like to proceed with
14   this?
15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Are we on
16   "correspondence" or are we on "top priorities"?
17   So Jack, there was no correspondence received?
18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I skipped over
19   correspondence because that would relate to the
20   Water Planning Council group.  That's the advisory
21   group, unless you received correspondence.
22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  No.
23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So what is your
24   pleasure on the --
25              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, one thing I was
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 1   thinking is that it would be great to bring in the
 2   co-chairs of the -- at least share what our
 3   priorities are with the co-chairs of the advisory
 4   committee.  Because we've shared it amongst
 5   ourselves, but we haven't shared it with the
 6   co-chairs.  So I think that we should do that
 7   first and have them -- I would like to suggest
 8   that we invite them to be part of the
 9   conversation.
10              THE CHAIRMAN:  Makes sense to me.
11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  I will say that we
12   met, I guess, four days after your last meeting,
13   the advisory group, and we did put together a
14   SurveyMonkey, and it went out last week.  We've
15   only got eight responses back so far.  We are
16   meeting again in a week.
17              LORI MATHIEU:  When you say "we," who
18   are you referring to?
19              JOHN HUDAK:  The advisory group.
20              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, the advisory
21   group.
22              JOHN HUDAK:  So we are trying to
23   solicit input from the group.  It is tough when
24   you have 40 something items.  I don't know if
25   there's a way to kind of make it a little more
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 1   high level and then drill down.  I mean, it's a
 2   great list but --
 3              DAVID KALAFA:  What each of the member
 4   agencies did was look through them and pick the
 5   top five and for their agencies that they would
 6   like to pursue over the next six months, which is
 7   the directive we have in the executive order.  And
 8   what my staff did just before we came over here is
 9   kind of did a spreadsheet that put them all
10   together to see which of the priorities each
11   agency had agreed upon.
12              And I don't know if we want to just go
13   through that quickly, Jack.  I don't think you've
14   had a chance to see it, or Lori has had a chance
15   to see it, but --
16              LORI MATHIEU:  So I've got a question
17   about your comment that you just made, this idea
18   of six months.  I have the executive order in
19   front of me, and there are three items.
20   "Effective immediately, the Water Planning Council
21   to be guided by and implement the State Water
22   Plan, as submitted to the General Assembly in
23   January 2018."  It doesn't say what to do in the
24   next six months or the next four months.  It says
25   implement and get going.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  I'm just
 2   thinking about my tenure and what we can get done.
 3              LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.  I think
 4   there's some short-term.  There's near term, then
 5   there's short-term, and then there's long-term
 6   things to think about.  And I think there's a
 7   mouthful there.  As John mentioned, there's a lot
 8   of items that are priorities that were identified
 9   by the stakeholders.
10              The next item in the executive order
11   talked about that we shall coordinate and work
12   with the advisory group established and any
13   subcommittees established.  So following that
14   directive.
15              And then the third item, I would
16   suggest if people in the audience don't have the
17   executive order, they should read it.  I think
18   it's well written.
19              And then by December 1, we are to
20   resubmit the State Water Plan, as originally sent
21   to the General Assembly in January for its review
22   and approval.
23              So we have those three things to do.
24   And I just think working and coordinating with the
25   advisory group, as the executive order directs us,
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 1   is a very important item.
 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So but also back to
 3   the last meeting, I think when we discussed the
 4   priority list, we specifically discussed
 5   identifying the top five priorities the agencies
 6   were interested in working on in the next six
 7   months; hence, I think David's comment about the
 8   next six months.  And I think the thought was to
 9   be able to identify things that are ready to move,
10   that we're ready to move on, and that we agree.  I
11   think when you look at sort of the consensus that
12   has emerged, we've probably got our plate full if
13   we address the consensus-related issues in the
14   next six months, which I think would be a huge
15   accomplishment.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, I think there's
17   plenty --
18              LORI MATHIEU:  There's plenty to do.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  When you look at this
20   list that you gave us here, right, I mean, I think
21   there's plenty of work for us to do.
22              LORI MATHIEU:  From our agency's point
23   of view, we're not just thinking six months out,
24   we're thinking a lot longer term as well.
25              THE CHAIRMAN:  We have an executive
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 1   order that by December of 2018 we have to resubmit
 2   the plan to the Legislature for consideration as
 3   is.
 4              LORI MATHIEU:  As is, so there's no
 5   changes.
 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  No changes.  But with
 7   that being said, I mean, I think that what we have
 8   in front of us today is a list of what we feel to
 9   be, collectively, our respective agencies, the
10   priorities over the next several months.
11              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.  And I
12   think -- I'll echo what Betsey said in that if
13   there are consensus priorities on the list that
14   are already booted up, if you will, that we can
15   really get working on.  I mean, as it was alluded
16   to, the plan is large and there are many, many,
17   many priorities that will take a great deal of
18   time and resources to address.  And I think if we
19   look at the priorities each agency came up with
20   and where they cross, I mean, you can see on this
21   list I made, statewide drought planning, each
22   agency listed it in their top five.  So, in my
23   mind, that would definitely float up.
24              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
25              DAVID KALAFA:  And we do have a draft
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 1   drought plan and, you know, it's kind of an OPM
 2   shop to finish getting the comments together that
 3   were done and get a final draft out, and we're
 4   prepared to do that.  And so that seems to be a
 5   consensus priority.
 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  And those two certainly
 7   go hand in hand, don't they, drought planning and
 8   water conservation?
 9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes, I think so.
10              JOHN HUDAK:  I will say at the advisory
11   group meeting when we last met, I wouldn't
12   represent this as a consensus but more of a lot of
13   head nodding, two things that I think the group
14   thought were important were data and maintaining
15   our ability to collect the data now but also
16   proving the data that we have in the future.  And
17   the second one was the organizational structure of
18   implementation, which is something we're actually
19   working on.
20              LORI MATHIEU:  All right.
21              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question
22   is, we've done what we set out to do at the last
23   meeting.  How do we turn these lists into action,
24   and how do we determine which priorities we think
25   we can act on and really begin working on, and how
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 1   do we go about doing that?
 2              LORI MATHIEU:  I guess I would suggest
 3   maybe that since the people in the audience and
 4   the people on the phone and the advisory committee
 5   don't have the details that was shared amongst
 6   ourselves, maybe we should go through what our
 7   lists are so that people can hear that.
 8              And then I really like what you did,
 9   David, I like the spreadsheet, the comparison.
10              So if that makes sense, Jack?
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.  By the way, who
12   has joined us on the phone, please, so we have it
13   for the record?
14              MARTHA SMITH:  Martha Smith.
15              LORI VITAGLIANO:  Lori Vitagliano.
16              KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska.
17              BETSY GARA:  Betsy Gara.
18              AARON BUDRIS:  Aaron Budris.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Anyone else?
20              (No response.)
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you for joining
22   us.  Good afternoon.
23              Okay.  Why don't we start, Lori, with
24   you, and we'll work our way across here in terms
25   of --
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  Sure.  And John, I do
 2   have a copy that I could share with you.
 3              JOHN HUDAK:  Betsey gave me one.
 4              LORI MATHIEU:  No.  See, that's what
 5   you don't have.  I have the details of what we've
 6   sent and shared.  And I have some copies.  If
 7   people in the audience would like to see what
 8   we're talking about, if anyone wants to come up
 9   and grab these and maybe distribute the ones that
10   I have, here's some copies.  So some people can
11   share.
12              So, as David mentioned, drought
13   planning, and that's really very important.  And
14   the aspect of that would be to finish the State
15   Drought Plan, to work together with that team.
16   And I would add that NOAA, the drought forecasting
17   effort that NOAA is working on, that we should try
18   to incorporate that into the draft that we want to
19   move forward across the finish line.  And I think
20   that's something we can do in the next six months.
21   I think that that's a really important task, and
22   how that all interrelates with water conservation,
23   I think, is very important to talk about.
24              Aging infrastructure is something that
25   PURA and DPH agree on, recognizing the Needs
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 1   Surveys that are completed from the Clean Water
 2   Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act are really
 3   very important, identify working groups that can
 4   focus to develop the policy and identify action
 5   items about aging infrastructure.  I think that's
 6   really a very important aspect of the work that we
 7   do under our Drinking Water State Revolving Loan
 8   Fund Program within the DPH.
 9              Item 3, for the people that have this
10   handed out, is the number one priority through my
11   commissioner's office.  Commissioner Dr. Raul
12   Pino, as well as my Deputy Commissioner Yvonne
13   Addo, are absolutely a hundred percent behind
14   sufficient high quality sources for human
15   consumption and for emergencies.  That's the
16   number one priority for us in the health
17   department, and that's something that has been
18   stated over and over when we talk about the State
19   Water Plan about the importance of having high
20   quality water for human consumption.
21              There's a number of tasks that that
22   involves.  It involves Water Quality and Quantity
23   Management Task, Instream Flow Task, Consistency
24   with Existing State Plan's Task, specifically the
25   Blue and Green Plans, and the Land Use Practices
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 1   Task.  So the subtasks under 3 are important ones:
 2   Identify and develop strategies to address
 3   emerging and reemerging contaminants, and include
 4   a very broad stakeholder group on that because of
 5   stuff like perfluorinated compounds, sodium
 6   chloride are causing some issues to our public
 7   wells and private wells.
 8              Assuring sufficient quantities of water
 9   to meet projected demands is very important.  The
10   WUCC has worked really hard on that information.
11   It's put together a lot of information that is
12   very useful for this process.  And we need to
13   assure that there is sufficient water, again, for
14   human consumption.  And I think we need to talk
15   about what climate change means to our calculated
16   safe yields for our drinking water supplies.
17              Protecting sources through land use
18   measures and best management practices and ensure
19   these protection measures are being upheld or
20   strengthened, if needed.
21              So Number 3, A, B and C are really
22   important to the health department.  So obviously
23   conservation, including education to towns and
24   local health involvement is very important; impact
25   on rates, as we heard the water industry speak of;
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 1   and we heard many, many times from our towns and
 2   local health directors that they need help and
 3   assistance in working forward with local
 4   ordinances.
 5              Health equity is one that my
 6   commissioner added to the list and wants a
 7   discussion on what health equity means to drinking
 8   water and public drinking water supplies to gain
 9   an understanding of health equity and how it fits
10   into the State Water Plan and what it means to
11   public health protection.  And again, this is
12   where we'd want to bring in -- you've heard me
13   mention this many times -- bringing in a broader
14   group of stakeholders from health associations,
15   city council members, and others, who wish to
16   participate in that conversation.
17              A consistency with existing state
18   plans, I think, is really a very important item.
19   In particular, I think one area that we need to
20   focus on is economic growth strategy.  In the
21   years that I participated in meetings, we didn't
22   talk much about growing the economy and what we
23   could do together, where water and sewer are, and
24   where they're not, and where our communities in
25   sort of matching the state C&D plan with those
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 1   policies I think is really very important.
 2   Communities such as East Hampton, Brookfield,
 3   areas where you have sewer and not public water
 4   cause real concern for certain communities.  And I
 5   think that's something that needs to be discussed
 6   about growing business clusters, ensuring
 7   workforces that meet the needs of the future.
 8              And to me Item 3, create livable
 9   vibrant communities, there are communities that
10   are suffering because of contamination in the
11   ground, and they want to move on.  You know, it's
12   been 30, 40 years.  It's time to get the
13   infrastructure in the ground and allow these
14   commercialized areas to move forward.
15              And Item 7, private wells.  The time
16   has come to straighten out what is and what isn't
17   required for private wells.  Some people in the
18   audience might think, oh, there's already a
19   requirement for private wells to be tested.
20   Existing private wells that's untrue, there is no
21   requirement to test existing private wells.  There
22   is a requirement that if you have a test and you
23   are transferring your property, you have to share
24   that information.  There is no requirement.
25   Banks, mortgage companies will require a test to
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 1   be done, not the State of Connecticut.  So there
 2   should be a group that is concerned about private
 3   wells and the protection of those and
 4   understanding water quality to put together what
 5   is on the books, what was proposed years ago, what
 6   do we want to do today.  Because there's so many
 7   people that drink water -- there's about 700,000
 8   people that drink water from private wells, and
 9   there are some contaminants that they are facing
10   that a lot of people drinking water that the water
11   quality is unknown.
12              So those are the seven items.  I know
13   we were asked for five, but I came up with seven.
14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Great.
15              Okay.  Betsey.
16              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Thank you, Jack.
17              So DEEP really tried to focus on what
18   we thought the priorities were for the next six
19   months, and we really tried to get things that we
20   thought were going to be achievable within this
21   time frame.  Statewide drought planning was one of
22   them, water conservation and continuing to look at
23   that issue and figuring out how we move it
24   forward, but I think a really significant one for
25   us is electronic reporting for diversion.  So this
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 1   would be fulfilling the obligations under Public
 2   Act 02-102 to try to get as much data as we can on
 3   registered diversions, working cooperatively with
 4   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group
 5   fulfilling that legislative mandate.  But also, as
 6   John said, that would give us sort of more data as
 7   we look forward to, you know, the next year of
 8   implementation and where we go from here
 9   specifically on registered diversions.  But we
10   really would like to understand who's using what,
11   where, and get that data on an ongoing basis
12   collected.  We stand ready to move forward on
13   that.  We've done a lot of pre-work on it, getting
14   the infrastructure ready to receive the data.  We
15   have a draft reporting form, so we're ready to
16   focus on that.
17              We're interested in moving the FOIA
18   discussion forward.  We feel like we've made lots
19   of progress, but I'm not so sure that everyone
20   believes that they have adequate information to
21   the data they need to really be able to engage as
22   we move forward on more complex implementation
23   actions.
24              And then we continue to stress the
25   importance of partnering with USGS and having the
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 1   funding available to maintain both the water
 2   quality monitoring network and the water quantity
 3   gaging network.  It is data that many people in
 4   this room rely on for base data, and it becomes a
 5   larger and larger struggle each year to continue
 6   to maintain that system and to have robust data
 7   that we can begin to -- or we can continue to look
 8   at trends and specifically as we see climate
 9   change signals begin to emerge.
10              So those are our five priorities.
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
12              DAVID KALAFA:  For us -- and again, we
13   looked at it in more of the context of what we can
14   do fairly quickly in the next six months or so to
15   make some progress on.  And one of the things we
16   were thinking was monitoring for plan
17   implementation, developing a method really to make
18   sure that future decisions on the part of agencies
19   meet the goals and requirements and
20   recommendations of the plan, and how do we track
21   that going forward to make sure that we are in
22   fact implementing the plan on a day-to-day basis
23   with the decisions we're making.
24              Water data needs, which I think is the
25   same as DEEP's electronic reporting for
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 1   diversions, annually report registered water
 2   withdrawals to DEEP using an electronic format.
 3              And again, the other thing I want to
 4   mention is that I don't think necessarily all
 5   these priorities are mutually exclusive.  There's
 6   some bleeding over, so that's something we can
 7   talk about, too, is how we handle that.
 8              Drought planning, which I think we're
 9   all in agreement.  We have a drought plan that's
10   almost complete.  We need to complete it.  There
11   was also legislation in this session that did not
12   pass that would give the drought plan and drought
13   planning process legislative underpinnings.  And
14   one of the things that we think we should do as a
15   committee is get ahead of that for next session
16   and perhaps craft some legislation that could be
17   considered so that we're driving what the process
18   should look like.
19              And then we put establish or designate
20   a standing advisory committee to assist the WPC
21   with plan implementation.  And I think other
22   agencies felt that because it's in the executive
23   order it's just something we're going to do.  We
24   threw it in our list.
25              Water conservation.  And again, I think
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 1   that a healthy conversation could and should take
 2   place on what that really means before we can
 3   begin to implement something.
 4              And then we had a couple of extras as
 5   well.  Data availability, accessibility and
 6   accuracy and Class B water for non-potable uses.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you very
 8   much.
 9              And some duplication with PURA.  One of
10   the things you already talked about, Lori, was the
11   industrial needs and agriculture activities is
12   something that we really need to zone in on when
13   it comes to water planning and drought planning.
14   Of course, I really feel very strongly that we, as
15   a Council, should come up with an approved plan,
16   and then we have to work with legislation
17   accordingly, but we should be the one driving that
18   process, not the Legislature, quite frankly.
19              Obsolete registered water diversion
20   permits, constraints on system expansion and aging
21   infrastructure.
22              And a final one, which I know is a
23   dream, is to have the funding for a person to work
24   implementing the -- maybe through the Office of
25   Policy and Management -- implementing the water
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 1   plan.  And we spent a million dollars on this
 2   plan.  We ought to have at least a person
 3   designated to plan implementation.
 4              So do we want to today, do we want to
 5   look at some -- I mean, we're going to turn this
 6   over to the Water Planning Council Advisory Group,
 7   but we're also, I think there's things here today
 8   that we ought to say let's start with, like the
 9   drought planning and perhaps the water
10   conservation and --
11              LORI MATHIEU:  So I think David brought
12   up some administrative functions.  There's two
13   administrative functions, monitoring for plan
14   implementation, which everybody involved with the
15   policy group thought it was really important that
16   we track what we do.  And I think that's a good
17   administrative function, but we have to figure out
18   who would do that.
19              And then the other part of it is, I
20   agree with Jack wholeheartedly to have a staff
21   person or a portion of an FTE focused in on
22   helping coordinate.  So there's two administrative
23   functions that I think are priorities so that we
24   can keep track of what we're doing and keep the
25   ball rolling forward.  Because it's hard to just
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 1   meet once a month and not have a coordinated
 2   effort.
 3              So I think those are two administrative
 4   functions that don't have to really be part of the
 5   top five items of topics that we want to talk
 6   about.  That's just my idea.  So we have seven
 7   things.
 8              DAVID KALAFA:  That's fine.  Those are
 9   things that could be and should be pursued perhaps
10   outside of what other priorities we look at.
11              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
12              DAVID KALAFA:  I agree with that.
13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey.
14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Question, Jack?
15              THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Do you agree
16   with --
17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would love to
18   see both of those things happen.  I think that in
19   terms of tracking implementation, we need to make
20   some progress, so I would say that that's probably
21   next year's focus.
22              In terms of the ability to identify a
23   person or part of a person to apply to it, it's a
24   lovely idea, but I'm not so sure where the funding
25   is going to come from.  Since we're already into
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 1   the fiscal year, it seems to me that should be
 2   potentially something that we look at for next
 3   year and see whether, as we move into full
 4   implementation, we can accomplish that.  That's a
 5   real challenge.  And it's absolutely necessary,
 6   but I don't feel it's within our control, and I
 7   really want us to focus on things that are at this
 8   point.
 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Fair enough.
10              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, not to put a
11   counterpoint on that, but if we don't start now,
12   we all thought it was important and the
13   stakeholders thought it was important to, number
14   one, track what we're doing and to pursue a
15   person.  So I'd be willing to start thinking about
16   how funding could come together.  If we don't
17   start now, we never will.  And so we all need the
18   help to have a coordinator on board.  So I'd be
19   willing to coordinate some sort of effort to start
20   looking at it and see what we could do for that.
21   And again, it doesn't have to be a full-time
22   person.  It could be a quarter of somebody's job.
23   We should have a conversation about it and not
24   forget about it because, frankly, I think that
25   that would help us coordinate everything that's
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 1   going on and be able to monitor what's going on so
 2   that we can track what's going on.  I think that
 3   that's a really important aspect of this plan.
 4   And I don't want to wait till next year to get
 5   that started.
 6              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, I would agree.
 7   We could begin to have conversations.  And if
 8   you're volunteering to kind of take the lead in
 9   that, I think it's great.  I mean, in terms of
10   getting a full-time person on, I don't think it's
11   very realistic and, you know, I think we're all
12   strained in terms of our staffs.  So I'm not sure
13   how we would pull that off, and I'm not in a
14   position to volunteer any of my staff to be able
15   to take that on.  But yes, we should talk about
16   it.
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
18              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay, I'll work on that.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  So again, moving
20   forward, we have some top issues here that we want
21   to move forward with.
22              JOHN HUDAK:  Jack, can I make a few
23   comments?
24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Please do.  Yes, by all
25   means.
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 1              JOHN HUDAK:  The standing advisory
 2   committee that David recommended, I think what our
 3   committee is working on now is going to address
 4   that, and we should have recommendations to you by
 5   the next meeting.
 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Standing advisory for
 7   implementation?
 8              JOHN HUDAK:  Yes.
 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
10              JOHN HUDAK:  Electronic reporting for
11   diversions, Betsey said 02-102.
12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct.
13              JOHN HUDAK:  Isn't it 04-185?  There's
14   a later one that makes the law annually.
15              CORINNE FITTING:  They both affect the
16   same statutory --
17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I can remember
18   02-102 because it's a nice number, but it's the
19   same --
20              JOHN HUDAK:  All right.  I'm just
21   making sure we're talking about the same thing.
22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
23              Thank you, Corinne.
24              JOHN HUDAK:  And lastly, as someone who
25   spent probably the first three months of this year
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 1   and several thousand dollars redacting a water
 2   supply plan in accordance with the new law, I'm
 3   perplexed as to what there's left to do.  I mean,
 4   we poured over thousands of pages, every word,
 5   every diagram, every map, and pulled out -- and
 6   there were some things we left in that we were
 7   uncomfortable with, but still we were faithful
 8   with the law, in our minds, and we ended up with a
 9   list of redactions.  And I looked at that list of
10   redactions, and I can't think of any of those
11   redactions in any way affecting our ability to do
12   water planning.  So I'm kind of -- again, I'm a
13   little confused as to what the issue is now.
14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So John, I also
15   understand you're one of many, and we need to get
16   everybody to the same place and have the same kind
17   of data that's available, and I think we need to
18   have some discussions about that.
19              JOHN HUDAK:  Looking forward to it.
20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, do you have any
21   comments?
22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  What I do have is the
23   responses we have so far from the advisory group
24   from our survey that we sent out, if you'd like
25   that now, or do you want that later?
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'd like to hear it now,
 2   sure.
 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I haven't had a
 4   chance to analyze the comments that came in with
 5   the survey.  But the advisory group pretty much is
 6   somewhat in line with the Water Planning Council's
 7   priorities.  So the most -- the one that had the
 8   most responses was statewide drought planning.  Of
 9   the ten responses we had, nine people, that was in
10   their top ten.  And again, this needs a little bit
11   more analysis because we asked for a top ten; we
12   did not ask for a top five.  We just figured with
13   the amount of people we had and the number of
14   topics here, in order to actually find some
15   alignment we had to ask for more than five.
16              And then after that was electronic
17   reporting for diversions.
18              And after that was "other," which, like
19   I said, I haven't had a chance to explore the
20   comments on these, but I think we need to be
21   careful about making sure that actual tasks within
22   the water plan were chosen as a priority under
23   other, because we certainly don't want to go back
24   and redo all the work we did on the water plan or
25   prioritize something that might be sort of a pet
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 1   project of a group that didn't go through the
 2   water planning process.  But we did add that in
 3   case there were items that were missed as far as
 4   tasks go.
 5              And central data portal was also in the
 6   top five, as well as water conservation.  So those
 7   were the top five among the advisory group
 8   members.
 9              JOHN HUDAK:  Of those ten respondents,
10   what were the votes looking like for each one in
11   terms of how many votes, especially for the top
12   few, because I haven't seen these yet?
13              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  So I also analyzed it
14   by top five and last five.  So, as far as the top
15   five goes, water conservation, statewide drought
16   planning were high on the list, as well as
17   monitoring for implementation and electronic
18   reporting of diversions and the central data
19   portal.
20              JOHN HUDAK:  But how many votes did the
21   top one get, say, five or --
22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, the very top
23   was nine.
24              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.
25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  And that was water
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 1   conservation -- or, no, statewide drought
 2   planning, but it was spread across the top ten.
 3              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And Alicea, do you
 4   know who your ten voters were?  Was there a good
 5   representative from --
 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Unfortunately, I
 7   didn't realize that capability was not in the
 8   SurveyMonkey.
 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So it's anonymous.
10              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  It's anonymous.
11              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So you don't know
12   whether you've gotten a balance of in and
13   out-of-stream users or --
14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.
15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But you got people
16   quick to the draw.  When did you close voting?
17              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  We have not closed
18   voting yet.
19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Did you set a date?
20              JOHN HUDAK:  I don't know.  Did we?
21              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I think we were going
22   to see how they worked out today.
23              JOHN HUDAK:  Because it only went out
24   like last Thursday, I think.  I think we do want
25   to give it another week and talk about it Tuesday,


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 33


 1   more the better.
 2              DAVID KALAFA:  I'm thinking it might be
 3   helpful when you do have, if you will, your final
 4   list to share with us and we can meld it into
 5   this, you know, so the advisory group is
 6   represented with the four members and see which
 7   priorities seem to float to the top that we could
 8   get started on right away.  It seems like there is
 9   some consensus, at least, on maybe three items,
10   you know, statewide drought planning, water
11   conservation, and it sounds like electronic
12   reporting for diversions is also up there.  And
13   that's not to say that we won't pursue other
14   things.
15              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're kind of side bar
16   here saying the exact same thing you just said
17   that I'd like to leave here today having agreed on
18   at least two or three topics moving forward and
19   give the advisory group an opportunity to keep on
20   surveying their stakeholders for the next meeting,
21   but at least we work on drought planning,
22   conservation, that kind data, something along
23   those lines.
24              Does that make sense?
25              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
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 1              JOHN HUDAK:  And I would guess those
 2   three would be high on the list.
 3              DAVID KALAFA:  So I guess my question
 4   is, say those are the top three we walk out of
 5   here with today.  How do we begin to pursue them?
 6   Do we want to talk about subcommittees, working
 7   groups, et cetera?  What is the next step we need
 8   to take to begin to go down this avenue?
 9              LORI MATHIEU:  Could I add something
10   else to the table in this conversation?
11              DAVID KALAFA:  Sure.
12              LORI MATHIEU:  Because I don't want to
13   forget about what my commissioner asked me to talk
14   about as a priority.  Two things -- well, three
15   things.  So yeah, sometimes I have a hard time
16   letting things go, right?  So sufficient --
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  You, Lori?
18              LORI MATHIEU:  No, never.  Sufficient
19   high quality sources for human consumption I think
20   is really very important to the health
21   department -- I know is very, very important to
22   the health department.  So is health equity, and
23   so are private wells.  So I would ask the advisory
24   committee to give a lot of consideration to those
25   items.  And I'd like to hear what the advisory
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 1   committee would think about those items as focus
 2   points.
 3              Because I know, John, you opened up --
 4   Alicea, you weren't here -- but you opened up with
 5   58 things to look at, 58 easy topics to consider.
 6   Right?  Every one is difficult.  So it's hard to
 7   look at 58 and then put it down to five and ten.
 8   So from the health department's point of view,
 9   there is where our focus is, high quality sources
10   for human consumption, health equity, and private
11   wells.  So I would like to ask the advisory
12   committee to take a closer look at those things.
13              And David, I would agree that the
14   statewide drought planning, water conservation are
15   number -- I would absolutely agree that we should
16   put a lot of effort into those.  The electronic
17   reporting for diversions, you know, it's a public
18   act, a requirement for DEEP --
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me suggest this.  We
20   have been getting emails back and forth that
21   things are getting dry out there, and that the
22   statewide drought group is going to be meeting
23   very soon.
24              LORI MATHIEU:  That's true.
25              THE CHAIRMAN:  So why can't we extend
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 1   that group somehow to incorporate what we're
 2   trying to do here?  Is that a possibility?
 3              DAVID KALAFA:  I mean, to some agree my
 4   understanding is they already have, and we've got
 5   a draft drought plan that is pretty much almost
 6   complete, and it's really up to staff at OPM to
 7   finish summarizing comments and then make
 8   revisions for a final draft.  And we're going to
 9   do that regardless, because we think we need to
10   have an updated draft plan that's --
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I see Virginia de Lima,
12   she's smiling back there, because I think she
13   worked on that how many years ago?  Five?
14              LORI MATHIEU:  I do think that the new
15   NOAA effort has to be somehow incorporated because
16   we're being more and more informed with the
17   drought forecasting, and so that's something that
18   I'd like to have incorporated that wasn't even on
19   the table when it was being redrafted.  So that is
20   something that we should add.
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  So let's -- sorry,
22   Betsey.
23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I want to make
24   sure, though, as things get dryer this summer, we
25   don't lose the focus on completing this version of
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 1   the drought plan because I think that's a big
 2   concern.  I understand Lori's recommendation to
 3   include something new.  It can be a work in
 4   progress, but we need to get it final --
 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Correct.
 6              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  -- and we need to
 7   get it out in front of the public, and we need to
 8   move forward.  And my suggestion is we set a time
 9   frame for fall when we'll actually sort of have
10   something in front of us to vote on and to be
11   complete.  And my guess is drought response is
12   probably a different meeting, literally looking at
13   conditions and where we are than actually
14   finalizing the plan.  I think we need two separate
15   discussions.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  But they do go hand in
17   hand.
18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  They absolutely do,
19   but every time we get to implementation --
20              THE CHAIRMAN:  I don't want to drop the
21   ball on this.
22              So Dave, what you're saying is your
23   staff is reviewing the draft plan that was put
24   together by Virginia and her committee sometime
25   ago?
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.
 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  So would that be ready
 3   for us to take up at one of our future meetings?
 4              DAVID KALAFA:  It should be.  And I'll
 5   look at Bruce.  I mean, we spoke with Eric this
 6   morning who is going to summarize those comments.
 7              A time frame, Bruce, that you think --
 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  September meeting?
 9              DAVID KALAFA:  Yeah, I think maybe by
10   the September meeting we can aim for that so that
11   we have something in front of us, a final, if you
12   will, a final draft that would be in front of us.
13   You know, nothing says it can't be revised next
14   year as well.
15              LORI MATHIEU:  I'm part of that group,
16   the drought group, the state agency drought group,
17   and the six agencies that are responsible.  And so
18   I think we already are leaning on NOAA to help us
19   tremendously.  And I think it would be a great
20   disservice to not at least mention the fact that
21   NOAA is working with us and came to Connecticut
22   and did a nice presentation for a number of us on
23   their new forecasting model.
24              So I'm going to push for that, as I'm
25   part of that group that is drafting and redrafting
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 1   that plan.  So because I think it just informs us,
 2   as already Nicole has already informed us, how dry
 3   it is.  So they're extremely helpful, and we want
 4   to continue to be led by the information in the
 5   forecasting models that are out there.
 6              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So closer to this
 7   topic by September --
 8              LORI MATHIEU:  September.
 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- we'll have something
10   before us to hopefully vote on, folks to vote on.
11   So that's one of our top priorities here that
12   everybody agrees on?  It's the only thing we agree
13   on but --
14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It's the only thing
15   we have (inaudible) on, Jack, which is different
16   than agreeing.
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's true with the
18   list here.
19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So how about
21   water conservation?
22              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is an effort
23   by the Connecticut Section Sustainability
24   Committee.  There's many people out in the
25   audience that are on that group, invited to
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 1   attend, and we're working with that group.  And
 2   Dave Kuzminski is the chair of that committee
 3   working on a workshop, working on sustainability.
 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  You and I attended their
 5   last meeting.
 6              LORI MATHIEU:  And we attended, that's
 7   right.
 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  And there's going to be
 9   a workshop in October, I believe.
10              LORI MATHIEU:  In October.  And so
11   maybe the end of September, early October.  And
12   that was held in Portland.  And so they're working
13   on a draft agenda and putting speakers together.
14   So that's a good effort.
15              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So maybe this
16   could be incorporated into that.
17              LORI MATHIEU:  It could, absolutely.
18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So the task
19   associated with water conservation is really
20   broad.  It might help to sort of drill down and
21   pick some specific deliverable for this year.  I'm
22   not sure I can readily identify that, but that
23   could potentially be something we could discuss
24   with the advisory group also.
25              LORI MATHIEU:  One thing I would


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 41


 1   suggest is information for towns, what should
 2   towns know about drought, about water
 3   conservation, about what it means to have an order
 4   where it says do not -- you have a ban on outdoor
 5   water use, what does that mean, how do you work
 6   together.  Because when that happens, you have to
 7   bring together the town manager, the first
 8   selectman, the mayor, the local health director,
 9   and a lot of people don't know how to move that
10   forward.  So I think that's education to towns,
11   education to local health departments, and how
12   water companies can speak to those entities about
13   drought, drought planning, what's done, and
14   conservation.
15              THE CHAIRMAN:  And we have here at the
16   DPUC, we have dockets relative to water
17   conservation we can utilize as well.
18              Do you want to take a look at that,
19   John?
20              JOHN HUDAK:  On the towns or --
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  For the water --
22              JOHN HUDAK:  The dockets?
23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So there's ten
24   policy recommendations within Section 5.2.3.3, and
25   they're fairly broad.  They include outreach, they
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 1   include supporting local water department model
 2   ordinances, strengthening partnerships.  There's a
 3   lot of things that get to the education component
 4   that Lori was talking about, but really sort of
 5   honing in on what would be a reasonable
 6   deliverable.
 7              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.
 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm not asking -- I'm
 9   saying we'll get that information to you.  I don't
10   expect you to go reviewing our dockets, John.
11              JOHN HUDAK:  Okay.  Thank you.
12              THE CHAIRMAN:  What we have here
13   relative to water conservation, we've had gurus
14   come to the State of Connecticut and talk about
15   water conservation.  So we'll get that information
16   to you.
17              Okay.  So there's two items.  How about
18   electronic reporting for diversions, Betsey, do
19   you want to talk about that?
20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I would say that
21   DEEP staff is ready to work with I think what
22   needs to be a subcommittee of the Water Planning
23   Council Advisory Group in accordance with the law
24   to sort of talk about next steps.
25              Corinne, you look like you're ready
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 1   to --
 2              CORINNE FITTING:  The Water Planning
 3   Council has to appoint a work group of at least
 4   five registered diverters to help with that task.
 5              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Out of the
 6   Water Planning Council Advisory Group what does it
 7   actually say?
 8              CORINNE FITTING:  It doesn't.  It's not
 9   specific.  It just says registered diverters.
10              JOHN HUDAK:  I think it's registrants.
11              CORINNE FITTING:  Registrants.
12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  We could work out of
13   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group to do
14   that, or we could come back with a recommendation,
15   or we could seek volunteers, whatever the Water
16   Planning Council's --
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Whatever is the quickest
18   way to do it, probably seek volunteers and just
19   move on with it.
20              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  I think we
21   have ways to reach out.  How about if we reach out
22   and come back prepared at the August meeting with
23   registered diverters we'd like to work with and to
24   update the Water Planning Council on where we are?
25              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Very good.
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 1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Does that work,
 2   Corinne?
 3              CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So that's three
 5   items, and I think that's a good start.
 6              DAVID KALAFA:  I would agree.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's nothing
 8   further on implementation, then go right back to
 9   the Water Planning Council Advisory Group for
10   continuing reporting if there's additional
11   information you'd like to share with us.
12              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just before we move
13   from the electronic diversions topic, did you want
14   the advisory group to assist in getting these
15   registered diverters as well, or are you going to
16   do that through the Water Planning Council solely?
17              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The department will
18   take care of that to come back to the Water
19   Planning Council with recommendations, but
20   volunteers are welcome to reach out.
21              JOHN HUDAK:  So we have a nominating
22   committee that's hard at work.  They're going to
23   be reporting back to us next week.  And they're
24   looking to -- one is define terms for the group,
25   and it's probably going to be rotating terms where
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 1   we're cycling people off -- either reappointing or
 2   appointing new members, five per year.  So it
 3   basically will be a four-year cycle because we
 4   have 20 members.  We are committed to achieving
 5   the balance by attrition; however, we're going to
 6   also highly value attendance.  So not
 7   attendance --
 8              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Can you say that
 9   again, John?
10              JOHN HUDAK:  We are going to be moving
11   towards balancing instream and out-of-stream over
12   time by attrition.  So anybody who's on the group
13   now participating will not be kicked off.  Anybody
14   who wants to continue will continue, but over time
15   we will be kind of moving towards achieving the
16   statutory balance in the group.
17              And anything else on that, Alicea?
18              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  I shared with my
20   colleagues here and gave you a letter as well,
21   John, from the Connecticut Nursery & Landscape
22   Association who's looking to appoint an individual
23   to the advisory group.  But you said you're going
24   to be looking at a vacancy seat with a business
25   aspect, so, again, you're looking at the whole
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 1   composition right now and make some
 2   recommendations to us next time.  Right?
 3              JOHN HUDAK:  Correct.  And there will
 4   actually be a slate that's proposed for your
 5   October meeting so for the upcoming year, so that
 6   will be part of it as well.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
 8              JOHN HUDAK:  In addition, we've had our
 9   ad hoc organizational work group which is intended
10   to set up an organizational structure for this
11   implementation -- state water planning
12   implementation work group.  We had a very
13   constructive meeting last week.  We are also going
14   to be working on a set of recommendations that
15   will go to the advisory group next week for their
16   input, and then, if all goes well by August 1st,
17   we'll have that to you.
18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.
19              JOHN HUDAK:  I think that's it.
20              THE CHAIRMAN:  Alicea, anything
21   further?
22              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  No.  John covered
23   everything.
24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.  I
25   appreciate it.  We're going to go to old business.
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 1   We have an update on the environmental study on a
 2   change in the use of New Britain Water Company
 3   land, discussion of City of New Britain public
 4   hearing, and talking about we have a report to
 5   submit to the Legislature relative to that
 6   hearing.  I know that Lori was there that evening,
 7   and I know Gail Lucchina from our staff was there.
 8              DAVID KALAFA:  Bruce.
 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Bruce was there.  And we
10   want to just -- Lori, just reiterate what our
11   charge is between now and the end of August,
12   please.
13              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  So under Public
14   Act 16-61, I believe it is -- let me make sure I
15   have the right number -- 16-61, which is "An act
16   concerning an environmental study on a change in
17   use of New Britain Water Company land."
18              The last subdivision, (e), that's where
19   we are at this point, "Not later than sixty days
20   after the public hearing required pursuant to
21   subsection (d) of this section, the Water Planning
22   Council, in consultation with the Council on
23   Environmental Quality, shall submit:" -- four
24   items -- "(1) The report on the results of the
25   environmental study; (2) said councils' comments
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 1   on review of such report; (3) a summary of the
 2   public comments received concerning such report
 3   and comments; and (4) said councils'
 4   recommendations to the joint standing committees
 5   of the General Assembly having cognizance of
 6   matters relating to the environment and public
 7   health, in accordance with the provisions of
 8   section 11-4a of the general statutes."
 9              So we have four things to do within 60
10   days of the public hearing that was held on June
11   26th.
12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any comments or
13   questions?
14              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess understood --
15              THE CHAIRMAN:  So Bruce is going to do
16   that for us?
17              DAVID KALAFA:  Well, so the report
18   results, is that the report --
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  The report is the report
20   that they have.
21              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that's how I
22   understand it.
23              THE CHAIRMAN:  We do nothing to that.
24              DAVID KALAFA:  Right.  And so the
25   comments were the comments that we submitted prior
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 1   to the public hearing, so those two items --
 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  One and two, yes.
 3              DAVID KALAFA:  So those are done.  And
 4   then the summary of comments received.  And so
 5   here's the question I have:  My assumption is
 6   "comments received" means the comments the Water
 7   Planning Council received as we were developing
 8   our own official comments and summarizing those?
 9              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, Item (3) is --
10   it's interesting wording -- "a summary of the
11   public comments received concerning such report
12   and comments."  So if we received public comments
13   on our comments.  We might have.
14              DAVID KALAFA:  We might have.  I don't
15   know that we did.
16              LORI MATHIEU:  That's a smart addition
17   there because we issued comments, and then we
18   published them.  So then they held a public
19   hearing and you had public comment then.  Then you
20   might have written comments on our comments, you
21   know, so it's possible.
22              DAVID KALAFA:  So we need to go back
23   and look at any comments we had received,
24   summarize them, and include a summary?
25              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  And then --
 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Actually, can we
 3   just stop on that?  So does that include the
 4   comments at the public hearing, and is there a
 5   transcript of the public hearing, or is it only
 6   written submittals that came in in writing?
 7              LORI MATHIEU:  I take this, if I read
 8   it narrowly, it's the public comments that we
 9   received as the Water Planning Council and/or the
10   CEQ.  You could take that as all public comments
11   received.  But did we receive those comments?  We
12   did not.
13              DAVID KALAFA:  No.
14              LORI MATHIEU:  So I would say it points
15   to what we received, and I would include CEQ's
16   public comments.
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  Maybe Paul can clear it
18   up.
19              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  I would just note, all
20   the public meetings in New Britain are televised
21   by Nutmeg TV.  I sent in to the Water Planning
22   Council and the Council on Environmental Quality
23   the link to that.  So if somebody is having
24   trouble sleeping, they could watch the five-hour
25   hearing to see what happened.  But that is -- I
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 1   don't believe it was transcribed, but I sent that
 2   link, and all you have to do is click it and it
 3   will download on your computer for four or five
 4   hours it will run.  And I put the time.  I think
 5   an hour and 15 minutes in is when the public
 6   comments --
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll send that link up
 8   to the Legislature.
 9              PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Yeah.  They'll look at
10   it very closely.
11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Ray Esponda, deputy
12   director of New Britain Public Works, utility
13   division.  I have a DVD of the entire presentation
14   and the public comments.  If you would like it, I
15   will submit it to the Council.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes?
17              LORI MATHIEU:  Just for the record, I
18   just want to say that I attended, myself and Eric
19   McPhee from the health department attended the
20   entire public hearing.  We walked in.  We were not
21   present for the entire presentation that was being
22   given by the consultant team to the water board.
23              So Ray, I think you mentioned that the
24   presentation that you handed to us, does that
25   include the presentation that Lenard Engineering
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 1   was given to the water board that night?
 2              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I believe so.  I
 3   haven't had a chance to look at it.  I lived
 4   through it once, so I haven't had a chance to look
 5   at it, but I was told that it would be on there.
 6   I would request that the New Britain Water
 7   Department be allowed to either give a technical
 8   presentation to the Council and the Council on
 9   Environmental Quality or submit some written
10   submissions on information that we feel is
11   relevant to your decisions.
12              I don't know if your recommendations
13   are final, as they state now, but we feel that
14   some of the information that we can provide you
15   was not included in the original scope of the
16   report, and it should be considered for your
17   recommendations.
18              THE CHAIRMAN:  I would say come to our
19   August 1st meeting and we'll do that.
20              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Thank you.
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, if --
22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think the question
23   there, though, Jack, is how many iterations are we
24   going to have?  And the report really needs to
25   stand on its own.  Because if we then accept
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 1   comments from New Britain and don't go through
 2   another public comment period, is that fair to the
 3   citizens?  I mean, I would suggest that we hold
 4   the report where it is and all the comments that
 5   came in associated with it.
 6              LORI MATHIEU:  I would agree with that.
 7   Frankly, just when I walked into the middle of the
 8   --
 9              THE CHAIRMAN:  Let me just say, so what
10   you want to do, Ray, is basically rebut what was
11   said?
12              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
13              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  We want to provide --
14   I don't know if rebutting is the proper term, but
15   we want to provide you with more information that
16   we think is germane to the conversation and to
17   your final decision.  The scope of the report, the
18   report could have been twice as long if we put
19   everything that was supposed to be in there.  And
20   it's 500, 600 pages as it is now.  But there is
21   other information, especially the comments that
22   were provided by both councils, that we think
23   should be considered, this information that we
24   think should be considered by both councils when
25   the final recommendation is submitted to the
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 1   state.
 2              DAVID KALAFA:  I guess I have a
 3   question.  You just said that the report could
 4   have been twice as long if you had included
 5   everything that should have been included there.
 6   I guess my question is, why wasn't it included?
 7   Our charge was to review the report that was
 8   submitted, and that's what we've done, and that's
 9   what the comments have been on.  So that's what
10   we're using to move forward.
11              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Well, the original
12   scope of the report was, for lack of a better
13   term, not as encompassing as it should have been.
14   We had -- and as other comments came through,
15   there was other information, again, that we think
16   would be beneficial for you to consider.  There
17   were so many comments that were provided.  Some of
18   the other issues include -- one of the comments
19   that we found in your report was about the water
20   testing.  And if I could bring Jim Ericson up, he
21   could address that specifically.
22              LORI MATHIEU:  Can I just ask -- I
23   don't like Robert's Rules -- but a point of order
24   here?
25              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm going to be my
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 1   chairman right now, and I'm just going to cut you
 2   right off and say, you know what, I appreciate you
 3   being here today.  We're going to put this in --
 4   this will be available on the Water Planning
 5   Council web site, and I think that -- you know,
 6   I'm going to put on my PUC commissioner hat.  It's
 7   like coming in after a completed docket and saying
 8   give me another bite of the apple.  We can't do
 9   that.
10              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  I understand.
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  So that's -- do
12   you have something to say?
13              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So the comments that
14   the city made on the comments that you all made,
15   are those considered comments that will go to the
16   Legislature?  Would their comments go to the
17   Legislature, their comments on your comments?
18              LORI MATHIEU:  Well, that's what Number
19   (3) is.  And "(3), a summary of the public
20   comments received concerning such report and
21   comments."
22              So we received comments already from --
23              NICHOLAS NEELEY:  So what they
24   submitted in response to yours will be submitted
25   to the Legislature?
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 1              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
 2              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Correct.
 3              LORI MATHIEU:  And I will tell you --
 4              THE CHAIRMAN:  So that's --
 5              LORI MATHIEU:  -- one thing I wanted,
 6   if I could, please, through Jack, and I want to
 7   talk to my Water Planning Council colleagues --
 8   when I walked into the presentation that was being
 9   given, number one, I didn't realize they were
10   going to do a presentation.  I was going there for
11   a 7 o'clock public hearing, so I wanted to be
12   early.  So I walked in around 6:20 and there was a
13   presentation being given to I believe the water
14   board of the city.  And while I sat there, I heard
15   some new information.  I heard our comments being
16   talked about, and then there was some information,
17   other information that was being discussed.  And
18   then there was some new information being
19   discussed.
20              So at this point, number one, I didn't
21   hear the entire presentation.  Number two, I don't
22   know if that's really relevant or not.  But number
23   three, I wanted to let you know that when I was
24   there for the entire hearing, there were about 48
25   people there that testified and got up and stood
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 1   up, and 46 of the 48 opposed and spoke against the
 2   proposal; 2 spoke for it.  So I just wanted to
 3   summarize that for you.
 4              JAMES ERICSON:  Mr. Chairman, if I just
 5   may add one point to that?
 6              A VOICE:  Out of order, Mr. Chairman.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Who are you, please?
 8              JAMES ERICSON:  James Ericson, Lenard
 9   Engineering, one of the consultants who wrote the
10   report.  One of the comments I'll take as an
11   example.  One of the comments that the Council
12   made is you believe there would be significant
13   impact to the water quality on Shuttle Meadow
14   Reservoir through quarrying activities.  You asked
15   for more information as to a narrative, how it
16   will be done, can you demonstrate what will be
17   done incrementally or over time.  The city took
18   this opportunity at the hearing to prepare slides
19   which showed a very slow incremental process of
20   quarrying that no water would run off the site.
21   We think that if you had this information, which
22   is essentially additional information asked for in
23   your review, it may or may not change your
24   comment.  All we're asking for is the opportunity
25   to respond to your comments and then --
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  I'm just -- we're not
 2   going to allow that.  I'm sorry.  It's not fair to
 3   the process.  It's compromising the process.  It
 4   really is.
 5              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  It's your job to do
 6   what you have to do.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we've been very
 8   fair and open --
 9              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Absolutely.
10              THE CHAIRMAN:  -- and respectful of all
11   parties in this.  We're doing our job, and we're
12   going to make a final report to the Legislature
13   per the public act, and I think we're on track to
14   do just that.
15              RAYMOND ESPONDA:  Okay.  Thank you.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other comments on
17   this?
18              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So just one other,
19   and I assume that most people probably know this,
20   Karl Wagener, the executive director of the
21   Council on Environmental Quality retired at the
22   end of June.  So we wish Karl well.  He's done a
23   great service for the state in his role at CEQ.
24   We always called him a cat because he had like
25   nine lives.  He's moved on to his tenth life,
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 1   hopefully a happy one, outside of CEQ.  Peter
 2   Hearn is taking responsibility for relieving CEQ.
 3              I know Alicea sits on CEQ.  I didn't
 4   know whether you wanted to add anything to that at
 5   this point.
 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Just that I think
 7   Karl will very much be missed.  He had, what, 33
 8   or 35 years on CEQ?  He's been just a very
 9   well-respected leader in the environmental
10   community, and we're hoping that we can bring
11   Peter to the position of executive director.
12   We're working through that process.
13              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Alicea.
14              Any other comments on the -- we know
15   we're going to move on the New Britain report.
16   Correct?
17              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So under this we
18   consult with the CEQ.  So how do we -- what's our
19   mission?  What are we going to do next?  What are
20   our work items?  So we're going to work with our
21   team that had pulled together the comments before?
22              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  I think we were
23   collecting comments at OPM through some process.
24              THE CHAIRMAN:  Right, that we can reach
25   out to.
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 1              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.  So we'll need to
 2   spend some time, and I'll talk to Eric and Bruce
 3   about how we go about summarizing them, what the
 4   best way to do that is, and to share the
 5   information.  And is it after we summarize those
 6   comments that we consult with CEQ?  Is it before?
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  Probably sim -- I
 8   mean --
 9              LORI MATHIEU:  I think it's before.  I
10   think it's now.
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay, simultaneously.
12              LORI MATHIEU:  I think we need to
13   uphold that each need to be part of the team
14   because that's what we should do.
15              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  CEQ's comments on the
16   report did consider public comments that came in
17   as well.
18              DAVID KALAFA:  And then, you know,
19   again, we'll have to, after summarizing those
20   comments, discuss what our recommendation to the
21   committees of cognizance should be and go from
22   there.
23              THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you think, is it
24   possible to have that by August 1st?
25              DAVID KALAFA:  It's pushing it,
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 1   particularly if we're getting all the drought plan
 2   comments summarized in the final revision of that.
 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's for September.
 4              DAVID KALAFA:  That's for September.
 5              Come on, give me a hint here, Bruce.
 6   He doesn't know.  Let me go back to my staff.
 7              THE CHAIRMAN:  We can have a special
 8   meeting.
 9              LORI MATHIEU:  We might have to have a
10   special meeting.
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, it's summertime
12   and schedules and vacations and all that stuff.
13   So we'll do our best first; and if not, we'll have
14   a special meeting just to do that.
15              DAVID KALAFA:  Okay.  Very good.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  We're all set on that?
17   No further questions?
18              Yes, Denise.
19              DENISE RUZICKA:  Jack, I just point out
20   that the law says per the section that the
21   "councils' recommendation" is plural.  So I think
22   it's inferring that the CEQ and Water Planning
23   Council joint recommendation.  Although it doesn't
24   use the word "joint," it's the "councils'" plural,
25   when you look at how it's worded in the last
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 1   portion of that.
 2              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
 3              DENISE RUZICKA:  So I don't know how
 4   you're planning to involve the consultation of
 5   CEQ, or I don't know if you're planning a joint
 6   meeting with them to get to that point.  So I just
 7   urge you to think about that.
 8              LORI MATHIEU:  I think one of the
 9   things we just said is that we'd include CEQ as
10   part of the team that would write this up, and
11   they have to be part -- I think that's what they
12   envisioned when they wrote this, to Denise's
13   point.
14              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes, but I think
15   there would have to be a joint meeting publicly
16   noticed.
17              LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, absolutely.
18              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.
19              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know if it has
20   to be publicly noticed.
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we did at
22   one point have some --
23              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think for the
24   members to coalesce around an agreement.
25              So, do you have a July and an August
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 1   meeting on the calendar, is it as typically done,
 2   Alicea?
 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
 4              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Typically the
 5   third Wednesday or the second Wednesday?
 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Hold on, let me just
 7   double check.  August 22nd is our August meeting
 8   and July 25th.
 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And the deadline is
10   what?
11              THE CHAIRMAN:  The 28th.
12              LORI MATHIEU:  26th of August.  Well,
13   if you count 60 days.  I'm just assuming.
14              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So procedurally
15   we're going to need to figure that out.
16              LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  So we can have a
17   meeting of our staffs without a publicly announced
18   meeting.  Right?
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
20              DAVID KALAFA:  Yes.
21              LORI MATHIEU:  And I think we could
22   include -- you were the one member of the
23   subcommittee of CEQ?
24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Yes.
25              LORI MATHIEU:  So we could have that
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 1   meeting with our staffs involved and two of us, if
 2   we wanted --
 3              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Well, I'm not --
 4              LORI MATHIEU:  -- without publicly
 5   noticing that meeting?
 6              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm really not sure
 7   that we fall under that same sort of staff.  CEQ
 8   members, we all fall under the FOIA requirements.
 9              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Would that be that
10   the quorum doesn't matter?
11              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Right.
12              LORI MATHIEU:  So if one of you
13   representing CEQ comes to meet with four of us,
14   four of our staff, that represents a publicly
15   announced meeting?
16              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  I'm not sure about
17   that.  I don't think so because --
18              LORI MATHIEU:  I don't think so.
19              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  -- there would have
20   to be two of us from CEQ for it to be considered
21   meetings.
22              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Well, but Peter is
23   staff, correct?
24              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Peter is the staff
25   and the executive director right now.
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 1              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  He's both.
 2              ALICEA CHARAMUT:  Apparently.
 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll figure it out.
 4              LORI MATHIEU:  We'll figure it out.
 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I suspect we'll
 6   have like a joint special meeting sometime.
 7              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Sometime in August.
 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  In August.  So that we
 9   all can be there.
10              Okay.  Anything else on that?
11              (No response.)
12              THE CHAIRMAN:  Now we'll move to WUCC
13   update.
14              LORI MATHIEU:  Similar to last month,
15   we've ended the two-year planning window of time.
16   We're working to finalize the documents and move
17   it toward approval.  And that's all that I have.
18              THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
19              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Jack, I actually
20   have a piece of old business which it sort of
21   dropped off, but we actually have an update this
22   month, which is on stream flow classification.
23   I'd like to invite Corinne Fitting to come forward
24   and give us a very brief update on where we are on
25   classification.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
 2              CORINNE FITTING:  As you're aware, we
 3   completed the Connecticut River Basin in February,
 4   and we've gone out to notice on the remainder of
 5   the state, the Hudson, the Housatonic, and
 6   southwest coast.  The public comment period, the
 7   90-day period, is open till September 21st, and
 8   there is an information meeting on July 24th in
 9   Newtown at the COG.
10              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think that's it.
11   Thank you.
12              THE CHAIRMAN:  That's excellent.  Thank
13   you very much.  Appreciate that.
14              Any other old business?  Any other old
15   business?
16              (No response.)
17              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not --
18              LORI MATHIEU:  I have new business.
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
20              LORI MATHIEU:  Which we skipped over.
21   I'd like to hand out -- I know, Betsey, you were
22   part of the Connecticut Institute of Water
23   Resources.  The executive director that has been
24   there a long time, Glenn Warner, has moved on.
25   And now the main contact is Dr. Michael Dietz,
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 1   who's the director, as well as James Hurd is the
 2   associate director of the Connecticut Institute of
 3   Water Resources.
 4              John, if you want to take some
 5   information.  I know that there's members in the
 6   audience of the institute.  Could you raise your
 7   hands?  Maybe it's just one, David.  David Radka
 8   is a member of the institute.  I've been a member
 9   for a long time.  The information that I could
10   hand out -- I only have a few more copies for the
11   audience, if someone wants to just hand out a few
12   of these.
13              But one of the things, we had a recent
14   board meeting, and under Dr. Dietz'
15   directorship -- he's brand new at this -- and he
16   wants to talk about new ideas and incorporate new
17   members and talk about how the institute could be
18   a resource and work in new areas.
19              So I wanted -- I told him that I would
20   at least hand out the information on what the
21   institute is, and that if you wanted to, Jack,
22   invite them to come and present to us at a future
23   meeting here in one of our meetings, and have him
24   come and present and talk about opportunities
25   possibly to work together.
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 1              THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
 2              LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Thank you.
 3              THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other new business?
 4              (No response.)
 5              THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, any public
 6   comment?
 7              (No response.)
 8              THE CHAIRMAN:  Our next meeting will be
 9   August 1st, which is actually, Nick, it's on a
10   Wednesday.  Correct?
11              Does that work for everybody, Wednesday
12   August 1st?
13              (No response.)
14              THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
15              BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Motion to adjourn.
16              THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.
17              Anything else?
18              (No response.)
19              THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
20              THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
21              THE CHAIRMAN:  Have a nice rest of the
22   hot summer day out there.  Thank you.
23              (Whereupon, the above proceedings
24   adjourned at 2:44 p.m.)
25
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