
This lesson tells the story of Black soldiers in WWI and relays the heroism of the Harlem Hellfighters, The St. 
Louis Massacre, the Silent March, and the impact of WWI on African American lives. 

Before Class...
❏ READ THROUGH the slides. There are a couple of video links, and directions on how to insert those videos into the 

presentation. You may have to resize them make them fit the presentation one they are inserted. They can also be made 
larger once the presentation is in process. If working with the digital version, teachers will need to decide whether they 
would like to use the lesson just directly through Google Slides or through program like Pear Deck. The slideshow is 
adaptable for either. (If using Pear Deck, teachers can using the drawing feature to have student type in the text boxes.)

❏ COPY HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - make a copy for each student.

Lesson Plan Great for grades 8 - 11!!

Supporting Question Did African American lives improve as a result of WWI?

Formative Performance 
Task

Students will evaluate the events of WWI in relation to the lives of African Americans to 
determine if the events of WWI, or their  had a positive or negative impact on their 
American 

Conceptual 
Understanding (NY 
State)

8.4e After World War I, the United States entered a period of economic prosperity and 
cultural change. This period is known as the Roaring Twenties. During this time, new 
opportunities for women were gained, and African Americans engaged in various efforts to 
distinguish themselves and celebrate their culture.

Content Specifications 
(NY State)

8.4e.3 - Students will examine examples of World War I and postwar race relations, such 
as the East St. Louis riots, the Silent March, and the Tulsa riots.

Sources: Student Resources:
● Each student should have a copy of the historical background and exit ticket. If 

utilizing the digital version, students should have a copy of the slideshow through 
Google Classroom. (Slideshow is also Pear Deck compatible). 

Teacher Resources:

● Google Slides Version of the Historical Background 
● Google Slides Version of the Classroom Presentation
● Digital Version of the presentation 

Peacefield History utilized many resources in the creation of this project. They include 
(but are not limited to) the following:

● https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans/wwi/war
● https://www.nps.gov/wwim/wwioverview.htm
● https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/remembering-henry-johnson-the-sol

dier-called-black-death-117386701/

❏ DISTRIBUTE the historical background, and present the slideshow. The slideshow is editable to meet the needs of 
your students. I find that this story is very compelling (and often unfamiliar to students), therefore, I like to talk about 
this information in a full class discussion. (30 min.)

❏ EXPLAIN THE EXIT TICKET Yes, instructions are provided within the ticket, however, You might want students to 
paraphrase, or describe the information in a particular way. Essentially, they need to assess the events of WWI 
through the eyes of the African American experience. 

Class Procedure...
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