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E
ach of Nigeria’s 20 
banks will receive 
an allocation of $1 
million weekly 

from Monday for sale to 
their customers to cover 
medicals, school fees, per-
sonal and business travel, 
BDSUNDAY has authori-

tatively learnt.
The relief was agreed 

at Friday’s Bankers’ Com-
mittee meeting.

The allocation will 
also cover some other 
invisibles and should get 
to customers at around 
N375 a dollar.

One banking source 
who spoke with our re-
porter raised the hope 
that the weekly alloca-
tion would positively 
impact rates which have 
gone higher than N500 
a dollar in the last week.

It is expected that 

bankers will provide 
regular records of sale to 
the apex bank and that 
with BVN, fraud will be 
minimized.

Earlier Friday, Renais-
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That Trump-Buhari telephone conversation

T
he news was everywhere on 
the internet on Monday, in 
local and international media. 
CNN, BBC, New York Times, 

Voice of America and other major 
international media reported it. It was 
also widely reported by the African 
media, especially as it involved Nigeria 
and South Africa.

In Nigeria particularly, it was the 
biggest news of the week, online and 
offline. Online, it literarily broke the 
Nigerian internet space. Offline, it 
was a major front-page headline for 
all but a few Nigerian newspapers on 
Tuesday. Even as this report was be-
ing wrapped up on Friday, it was still 
trending from different angles.

It was the news that United States 
President Donald John Trump had a 
telephone conversation with Nigerian 
President Muhammadu Buhari on 
Monday.

Quoting a statement by the Nige-
rian government, BBC reported that 
the phone call between Trump and 
Buhari had taken place.

In summary, Buhari congratulated 
Trump on his election as US President, 
and on his cabinet; the two leaders dis-
cussed ways to improve cooperation 
in the fight against terrorism through 
provision of necessary equipment; 
Trump commended Buhari for res-
cuing 24 of the Chibok Girls and the 
strides being taken by the Nigerian 
military and encouraged Buhari to 
keep up the good work; Trump as-
sured Buhari of US readiness to cut 
a new deal in helping Nigeria with 
military weapons to combat terrorism; 
Trump invited Buhari to Washington 
at a mutually convenient date.

But while BBC, like many other 
media, was very sparing in its headline 
“Trump and Buhari hold ‘cordial’”, New 
York Times elaborately said, “Trump 
Speaks With Nigeria’s President, Who 
Hasn’t Been Seen in Weeks”. NYT 
accentuated the fact that Buhari’s 
“countrymen have not heard from 
him in weeks”, adding, “Many of them 
have been wondering: Where is our 
president, and how is he doing?”

The Trump-Buhari telephone con-
versation had been widely publicised 
even before it took place. Reports had 
it that Donald Trump was scheduled 
to speak via telephone to two African 
leaders, Nigeria’s Buhari and South 
Africa’s Jacob Zuma, in what Geoffrey 
York, a journalist with The Globe and 
Mail, referred to as Trump’s ‘Africa 
Day’. The call to Buhari was scheduled 
for 9:45 am Washington time or 3:45 
pm Abuja time.

Trump had earlier spoken with 
Egyptian President Abdel Fatteh 
Al-Sisi and had reportedly met physi-
cally with Republic of Congo’s Sassou 
Nguesso in January, days before he 
took office. Nigerians in doubt

Since the news broke on Monday, 
many Nigerians have remained unre-
lentingly doubtful that the telephone 
conversation took place. For them, it 
was another fat lie orchestrated by the 
ruling All Progressives Congress (APC) 
and the cabal in the Buhari Presidency 
to keep Nigerians perpetually in the 
dark about the president’s true health 
status.

Reacting to the report , a Nigerian 
online who simply identified himself 
as Peter said, “Have we not seen more 
of this type of photoshop orchestrat-
ing Buhari as being alive and kicking? 
Is talking on phone with President 
Trump enough proof that he is alive? 
Why did he not speak to the Nigerian 
people to at least dispel the rumour 
surrounding his death? Enough of 
all this gimmick. Let us call a spade a 
spade.”

Some Nigerians have also asked for 
evidence of such telephone conver-
sation, such as the audio recording, 
arguing that relying only on a state-
ment from Femi Adesina, media aide 
to Buhari, could be misleading.

Some analysts, however, say if on 
the strength of a statement from South 
African President Zuma’s office we 
believe that Trump and Zuma spoke, 
a statement from Buhari’s office is 
enough to accept that Trump spoke 
to Buhari.

Another source of concern for 
Nigerians was that in the conversa-
tion which Adesina said was “cordial”, 
Trump never inquired about Buhari’s 
health. They argue that if actually 
Trump spoke with Buhari at this time, 
such weighty issues as anti-terrorism 
war wouldn’t have been the focus.

Larry Iloh, a Nigerian resident in 
Brighton, United Kingdom, in a post 
on his Facebook wall, said the whole 
telephone conversation saga could 
have been well orchestrated by Bu-
hari’s men to divert attention from 
the president’s health to a purported 
phone call.

“So, even from his hospital bed or 
medical vacation bed, where he was 
not able to communicate with his 
spokespersons on the true state of 
his health, he found great strength to 
defy doctors’ orders and had a lengthy 
convo with the Almighty Trump, the 
Diversionary Tactician-in-Chief,” Iloh 
wrote.

“One thing strikes odd, though; in 
that lengthy phone convo with Trump, 
how come there was no mention of 
Trump wishing Buhari quick recovery, 
or does Trump think London is the resi-
dential home of Nigerian presidents?” 

the long-awaited confirmation by 
Trump’s White House had finally hap-
pened. According to the report, which 
was carried mainly by local media, 
Trump’s Press Secretary Sean Spicer 
told journalists during a press briefing 
in the White House on Tuesday that 
Trump had a telephone conversation 
with a number of world leaders on 
Monday, including Nigeria’s president.

“In addition to his in-person meet-
ings with the prime ministers of Japan 
and Canada, the President also recent-
ly had phone calls with the presidents 
of Tunisia, Peru, Nigeria, Colombia 
and South Africa,” Spicer was quoted 
to have said.

But in spite of this, Nigerians have 
remained apprehensive, insisting, like 
the Apostle Thomas in the Bible, that 
until they hear Buhari’s voice, until 
they see him face to face, they would 
not believe.

Why Nigerians are apprehensive
Nigerians are afraid that a repeat of 

history might be in the offing. They are 
apprehensive that issues surrounding 
Buhari’s ill health are being handled 
the same way that of late President 
Umaru Yar’Adua was handled be-
tween 2009 and 2010. After Yar’Adua 
was flown to Saudi Arabia for medical 
treatment in 2009, where he spent 
several months until his death in May 
2010, the cabal in his presidency had 
politicised his illness and kept Nigeri-
ans in the dark about his true health 
status, throwing the country into an 
avoidable political crisis.

President Buhari left Nigeria for 
a vacation on January 19, exactly 
one month today. He was due back 
on February 5, but his office issued a 
statement on the same date informing 
that his vacation had been extended 
indefinitely to allow for further medi-
cal examination and treatment. Nige-
rians have since been asking to know 
exactly how their president is faring; 
they have also been asking the presi-
dent to speak to them to reassure them 
that all was well with him.

But it has all been like water poured 
on stone. Buhari’s aides have blatantly 
refused to provide details about his 
health condition or even to speak to 
Nigerians in a decent way. Instead, 
those in the presidency have contin-
ued to sing in discordant tones – from 
one extreme of denying the president’s 
illness and claiming he was “hale and 
hearty” to asking Nigerians to pray for 
him. The lack of clarity on the issue 
has continued to spur rumours that 
the worst could have happened to Mr. 
President.

Trump spoke to Buhari, so what?
Meanwhile, some Nigerians are 

asking why it would be such a big 
deal assuming that Trump actually 
spoke with Buhari, saying chatting 
with Trump on phone was not an ac-
complishment.

Those in the know, however, say 
it is really a big deal if the telephone 
conversation actually happened. They 
say it signals the beginnings of cordial 
diplomatic ties between Nigeria and 
the US under the Trump presidency.

But critics say the snag is that there 
were more of attempts by the Nigerian 
government to score cheap political 
goal locally than to make diplomatic 
gains in the whole Trump-Buhari tele-
phone conversation brouhaha.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

he said.
International Society for Civil Liber-

ties and the Rule of Law (InterSociety) 
reportedly said it was most unlikely 
that Trump spoke with Buhari on 
phone, noting that Adesina’s statement 
announcing the phone conversation 
was “grossly one-sided, circumstantial-
ly untenable, diplomatically blundered 
and grossly un-Trump-like”.

“If the Nigerian president is that 
bodily agile and mentally coherent, 
why is he not on seat in Nigeria? Not 
even the defence of ‘doctors’ advice 
and results of medical tests’ can keep 
a hale and hearty president off his 
presidential seat for three weeks run-
ning, if he is truly hale and hearty, to 
the extent of having such weighty 
diplomatic conversations with the 
world No. 1 President at this point in 
time,” it said in a statement.

Alleging that this might be an 
extension of trending presidential 
falsehood, InterSociety said if at all 
Trump called Buhari at this time, it 
could only be sympathetic calls and 
on health grounds, arguing that Buhari 
transferred presidential powers and 
functions to Vice President Yemi Osin-
bajo and so such weighty diplomatic 
calls should have been appropriately 
directed to the Acting President.

It contended that the statements 
from the Nigerian presidency were 
“monolithic in source”, having only 
come from Adesina’s mouth, and that 
until the White House and the US 
Department of State authorities speak 
in concurrence and authoritatively 
from Washington DC confirming 
all that Adesina claimed Trump told 
Buhari, Nigerians must ignore such 
statements or accept them with a 
pinch of salt.

Curiously Trump, known for his 
vast use of Twitter, had made no 
tweet about the phone conversation 
with Buhari, either from his personal 
account @realDonaldTrump or the 
official account @POTUS, even though 
he had tweeted about the visit of the 
Canadian Prime Minister Justine 
Trudeau.

White House confirms call
On Wednesday, reports came that 

Trump Buhari



L-R: Adebisi Braimah, Abisoye Solarin, Darlington Okonkwo, Keke Nlewedim, Layo Fashanu, Adedayo 
Alimi, Joshua Wang, Oluwaseyi Adeosun all senior staff members of PAL pensions at the recently 
concluded Lagos City Marathon.

L-R: Thompson Ezeabii, manager, First City Monument Bank (FCMB), Osolo way Branch; Fawaz 
Majolagbe; Kolade Aworeni; Prince Onuoha, all winners at the draws of the FCMB Flexx Account 
Promo, and Shamsideen Fashola,  group head, retail liability products FCMB, during the draws of 
the FCMB Flexx Account Promo in Lagos.
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L-R: Rukayat Salaudeen, Legal Adviser; Adenoyi Ojo Onukaba, Secretary and Abdulrahaman Musa 
Adeiza, President Ibira People Association (IPA) during the press briefing by IPA on the comment of the 
Minister of Information that the Ibira land has turn to terrorist area in Kogi in Abuja. Pic by Tunde Adeniyi 

Gambo Lawan, chairman, Independent Newspaper Limited (INL) (l);  Ipalibo Harry Banigo, Deputy 
Governor/representative of Governor Nyesom Ezenwo Wike of Rivers State and recipient of Inde-
pendent Man of the Year award (2nd l); Ted Iwere, executive editor, INL (2nd r), and Prof. Gabriel 
Godini Dara, guest lecturer, during the investiture of Wike in Lagos. 

Cordelia Ekeocha (2nd Right) group head, marketing and Corporate Communications and Ademola 
Mafikuyomi, head, Brand managment, (1st left) with students of Canterbury International High School, 
Ajah-Lekki during their visit to Cornerstone Insurance Plc head office, Lagos as part of their curricula 
related execursion.

L-R: Babatunde Adebola, chairman, TAD Group; Adebimpe Adebola, member, board of trustees, 
Manifesting Him; Folake Daniels, chairperson, and Ayo Daniels, senior pastor, Lighthouse, during the 
inauguration of TAD Group of companies and Manifesting Him in Lagos.

Ipalibo Harry Banigo, deputy governor, Rivers State having a handshake with H. E. Jens-Petter 
Kjemprud, Norwegian Ambassador, during his courtesy visit to Government House, Port Harcourt.

L-R: Chidozie Bede-Nwokoye, marketing manager, SuperSport West Africa; Efe Obiomah, public rela-
tions manager, GOtv; Martin Mabutho, GM, marketing and sales, MultiChoice Nigeria, and Johnson 
Ivase, GOtv marketing manager during the media parley to announce the addition of the rest of the 
2016/17 Emirates FA Cup season to all DStv packages and GOtv Plus in Lagos.



Cover
Is North readying for a divided Nigeria?

D
evelopment analysts and 
economists say that North-
ern Nigeria is far behind 
the rest of the country 
in terms of development. 

Measured by all indices of develop-
ment – such as poverty rate, unemploy-
ment rate, access to education, access 
to healthcare, etc – it is the poorest 
performer among all regions of the 
country, they say. This is in spite of the 
fact that it is the region that has ruled 
the country for the longest period since 
Independence in 1960.

There have been several outcries on 
the need to bridge the development gap 
between the North and other regions 
of the country. In 2008, Chukwuma 
Soludo, the then Central Bank governor, 
at a one-day public lecture organised by 
the Northern Development Initiative 
in Kaduna, had called on the Federal 
Government to declare a state of emer-
gency on poverty in the North, saying 
the poverty level in the region was a 
national crisis situation which could 
stall the realisation of the country’s Vi-
sion 20:2020 goal – that is, being one of 
20 top economies in the world by 2020.

The North has since then made some 
efforts to redirect its development tra-
jectory. These include the 2008 Summit 
on Agriculture organised by the then 
Niger State Governor Babangida Aliyu-
led Northern Governors’ Forum, the 
Northern Nigeria Economic and Invest-
ment Summit 2008 (NEIS-2008), which 
was organised under the auspices of 
the Conference of the Northern States 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture (CONSCCIMA), 
among others.

However, these were nothing com-
pared to the new wave of commit-
ment to aggressive development of the 
North that has swept across the region 
since President Muhammadu Buhari 
assumed office and Kashim Shettima, 
Borno State governor, became chair-
man of the rebranded Northern States 
Governors’ Forum in 2015. The 19 
Northern states have since continued 
to act with concerted effort in several 
moves aimed at stimulating economic 
activities, tackling the prevailing eco-
nomic challenges as well as fostering 
self-reliance in the region. For many in 
the region, the time has come to prove 
the point that the North can survive 
without oil and gas revenues from the 
Niger Delta but by relying on its agri-
cultural production and solid mineral 
resources.

A number of Nigerians see these 
moves as a symbolism of the North’s 
effort to turn its fortune round, espe-
cially against the backdrop of global oil 
price crash and increased militancy in 
the Niger Delta which have adversely 
affected revenues available to states, 
while some others say the North may 
be readying itself for a possible break-
up of the country.

While Nigeria has always tottered 
on the edge of a break-up since Inde-
pendence, many watchers of political 
events say the country is more divided 
under the Buhari administration than 
ever and that the signs are ominous – 
the unending cries of marginalisation, 
the deafening calls for restructuring of 
the federation reverberating across the 
land, the gongs of secession resounding 
in every nook and cranny, the agita-
tions for resource control, and many 
more.

As such, they conclude that the North 
may not want to be taken unawares in 
case of any eventuality.

 MoU with General Electric
On Monday, November 28, 2016, 

the Northern States Governors’ Forum 
(NSGF) signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with General Electric 
(GE) International for the construction of 
five solar plants which would generate 
500 megawatts of electricity in some 
parts of the region.

Governor Kashim Shettima signed 
the agreement on behalf of the other 
governors, while Armand Pineda, GE’s 
senior executive, Western Europe and 
Africa, and Lazarus Angbazo, president/
CEO, GE Nigeria, signed on behalf of 
their company at a brief ceremony held 
in Abuja.

Based on the MoU, GE is to build five 
solar-powered plants to be located in 
Borno, Kebbi, Nassarawa, Niger and 
Taraba States, each of which is expected 
to generate 100MW of electricity total-
ling 500MW across the five states.

“The 19 governors of the North 
jointly created this approach. We want 
to go beyond lamentation to provide 
solutions and we all know that power 
is key to industrial development. With 
power, we can create jobs, stimulate our 
economies and make life better for our 
people,” Shettima said at the MoU sign-
ing ceremony.

The project, which is a pilot phase, 
is being coordinated by the Northern 
Nigeria Global Economic Re-integration 
Programme headed by Tanimu Yakubu 
Kurfi, who was chief economic adviser 
to late President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 
and is said to have wide contact with 
leading development companies and 
financial institutions across the world. 
The NNGERP was recently created 
by the northern governors to serve as 
vehicle for the economic recovery of 
Northern states.

 1,000km of pipeline from Niger 
Republic to Kaduna

Also in November last year, the Fed-
eral Government announced through 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Co-
operation (NNPC) plans to build 1,000 
kilometres of pipeline from Agadam 
in Niger Republic to supply crude oil to 
Kaduna refinery.

Maikanti Baru, NNPC GMD, during 
a visit to the Kaduna Refinery Petro-
chemical Company Limited, informed 
that President Buhari had made several 
contacts with the president of Niger 
Republic on the issue while the corpora-

tion was talking with Niger Ministry of 
Petroleum and the Chinese company 
operating in Agadam.

He also said some investors had 
shown interest to build another refin-
ery of 50,000 barrels pay day capacity 
in Kaduna.

“We are convincing them to come 
and build side by side with the Ka-
duna refinery. The intention is to build 
around Kano but we think there is 
greater synergy to what I have seen 
here. I am more convinced they will 
benefit from some of the utilities of 
Kaduna refinery,” Baru said.

Although this idea came from the 
Federal Government, many see it as 
one of those moves to make the North 
self-reliant.

Oil and gas exploration
In August 2016, barely two weeks 

after President Muhammadu Buhari 
gave an order to the Nigeria National 
Petroleum Commission (NNPC) to com-
mence oil exploration in the North, the 
media was abuzz with the news that 
the 19 Northern states governors had 
employed a British firm to explore for 
oil and gas in the region. One major 
aim of the move, it was gathered, was 
to stop the over-reliance on Niger Delta 
oil that has brought about the rise in 
militancy in the region.

“We have engaged a British com-
pany that is already working in the 
Lake Chad region and from Niger and 
Chad side in the same area with us and 
we have been meeting with the Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corporation 
in order to put efforts together,” Bashir 
Dalhatu, chairman of the Northern 
Nigeria Development Company, which 
was set up by the 19 northern states 
perhaps as a counter to the Niger Delta 
Development Commission (NDDC), ex-
plained in Katsina when the company’s 
board and management met with 
Governor Aminu Masari during their 
fact-finding visit to the state.

“The Federal Government has also 
re-emphasised to us, during those 
meetings, its total support for explora-
tion and exploitation of oil and gas in 
the North-East of the country,” he said.

 Partnership with Islamic Develop-
ment Bank

In January 2016, the Northern states 
governors commenced talks with the 
Islamic Development Bank (IDB) in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, for a possible 
collaboration in addressing the turbu-
lent developmental challenges in the 
region.

Apart from holding discussion with 
Ahmad Mohamed Ali, IDB president, 
and the bank’s vice president, Opera-
tions, on a wide range of possible areas 
of collaboration – such as agriculture, 
poverty eradication, education, ma-
ternal mortality and other problems 
prevalent in the North – the governors 
were also scheduled to meet with the Is-
lamic Corporation for the Development 
of the Private Sector (ICD), International 
Islamic Trade Finance Corporation 
(ITFC), Islamic Corporation for the Insur-
ance of Investment and Export Credit 
(ICIEC), Islamic Research and Training 
Institute (IRTI), and Islamic Solidarity 
Fund for Development (ISFD).

The delegation was led by Governor 
Shettima, while Governors Tanko Al-
makura of Nassarawa, Nasir El-Rufai 
of Kaduna and Mohammed Badaru 
Abubakar of Jigawa were there. Others 
on the delegation were top officials of 
the NNDC, selected commissioners of 
Agriculture, Education, Post Insurgency 
Reconstructions, Rehabilitation and 
Resettlement, Home Affairs, Economic 
Planning, some technical resource con-
sultants and facilitators engaged by the 
NSGF, among others.

 Yinka Odumakin reacts
Reacting to the news that the North 

was seeking partnership with IDB, 
Yinka Odumakin,  National Publicity 
Secretary, Afenifere, the pan-Yoruba 
cultural organisation, said, “It is interest-
ing how ‘one nation, one destiny’ has 
given way to regional initiative based 
on civilisation with the crash of the 
oil economy. Now that the North has 
gone to Saudi to start its rebuild, where 
should the South go?”

In an article “Northern Governors 
Forge Alliance With Saudi”, Odumakin 
said the various nationalities within 
Nigeria were brought together by 
circumstances and that these entities 
“have made no conscious effort to make 
a salad bowl out of our lettuce, carrot, 
tomato, egg and other distinct ingredi-
ents”. He said Nigeria lacked coherence 
and cohesion, a fact that had long been 
overlooked “for as long as we were shar-
ing oil money” and “we kept on shouting 
a deception called ‘One Nigeria’ for as 
long as the party was on”, adding that 
“the collapse of the oil economy has, 
however, brought the damn lie to a 
cold end”.

Is the North ready for divided Ni-
geria?

To the question of the North’s readi-
ness for a divided Nigeria, Balarabe 
Musa, a former governor of old Kaduna 
State, said there is no region in Nigeria 
that cannot stand on its own if a collec-
tive decision for the country’s breakup 
is reached, but insisted that Nigeria was 
better off as one indivisible country.

“As other regions in the country can 
boast of being able to stand alone if the 
entities making up the country agree 
to go their separate ways, the North 
can also survive on its own as a region. 
The North is not threatened by the call 
for secession; but Nigeria is better and 
greater as one,” he told BDSUNDAY.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY recently, 
Dauda Birma, a former presidential 
aspirant, lamented that there was so 
much hatred in the land across the di-
vides which points to the fact that the 
North-South marriage may be nearing 
its end.

“There is cultural, religious and 
ethnic hatred in the country today. 
Personally, I think that we are gradually 
walking towards the end of the entity 
called Nigeria,” Birma said.

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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A cross section of the northen governors
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Calabar-Itu-Ikot Ekepene-Aba federal 
highway to be dualised - Minister

Killing of Christians: CAN leaders 
disagree on how to fight back

C
hristian lead-
e r s  f r o m 
a c ro s s  t h e 
county who 
met in Port 

Harcourt, Rivers State, 
recently, have disagreed 
on the best response 
to perceived killings of 
the faithful, especially 
in Southern Kaduna. 
Sampson Ayokunle, the 
president of the Chris-
tian Association of Ni-
geria (CAN) wants Chris-
tians to fight back but his 
Anglican counterpart 
countered, saying that 
Christians must con-
tinue to turn the other 
cheek while still praying 
for peace. Yet, another 
top cleric rather thinks 
Christians have a share 
in the blame.

Those in support 
of self-defence said it 
would put to an end the 
incessant, unprovoked 
and recurring attacks in 
the country, especially 
in the northern part of 
Nigeria.

Ayokunle, the CAN 
president and the presi-
dent of the Nigeria Bap-
tist Convention, told 
journalists at the Port 
Harcourt International 
Airport, Omagwa, that 
Christians should rise to 

Ayokunle, CAN president and president  Nigeria Baptist Convention

T
he Federal Gov-
ernment has 
completed ar-
rangement for 

the dualisation of the 
Calabar Itu-Ikot Ekpene-
Aba federal highway.  

The Minister of Pow-
er, Works and Housing, 
Babatunde Fashola dis-
closed this on while on 
a facility tour in Cross 
River State to inspect 
federal roads in the state. 
He said the Federal Gov-
ernment was mindful of 
its obligations and desir-
ous of discharging them.                                      
Fashola, who visited 
the Deputy Governor, 
Ivara Esu, said the min-
istry has assessed claims 
by the states for reim-
bursement and have 
forwarded them to the 
Presidency.

Fashola said the in-

spection and eventual 
reconstruction of roads 
was in fulfillment of the 
implementation of the 
2016 Budget.

Federal Controller of 
Works in Cross River 
State, Chinwoba Agba-
na, said the Calabar-Itu-
Ikot Ekepene-Aba road is 
under procurement and 
that the reconstruction 
of the road would begin 
soon, adding that the 
road would be dualised.

According to him, 
four project contractors 
have been mobilised to 

site across the state for 
various road projects, 
particularly, the Calabar-
Ikom-Ogoja-Obudu axis.

He said about 80 per-
cent of roads in the state 
were federal roads most-
ly in deplorable condi-
tions.While expressing 
appreciation to the Fed-
eral Government for 
the rehabilitation done 
on the Calabar-Itu Road, 
which he noted has al-
leviated the sufferings of 
travellers, Agbana said a 
lot more is still needed to 
be done.

MIKE ABANG, Calabar

government cannot de-
fend the people.

He said the Federal 
Government should not 
harass Christian leaders 
that spoke out. This, he 
noted, was unreasonable 
and bad and that nobody 
should be intimidated in 
the media.

On the measures be-
ing put in place by the 
Federal Government 
to stem the ugly tide, 
especially in the South-
ern Kaduna, Ayokunle 
hoped they were no pho-

to tricks to pull the wool 
over the people’s eyes.

The CAN, he stated, 
would only stop to speak 
out when the govern-
ment starts behaving 
better and the killings 
stopped or not repeated.

On the arrest of some 
herdsmen by the Ka-
duna State Governor, the 
CAN president called on 
the Federal Government 
to hold the governor re-
sponsible for the actions 
of the herdsmen.

The governor, he fur-
ther noted, seemed to 
know much about the 
herdsmen because for 
once, he claimed to have 
paid them to stop the 
killings and now he has 
arrested some of them 
for failing to do his bid.

The Prelate of the 
Methodist Church of 
Nigeria, Samuel Chuk-
wuemeka Uche, agreed 
for a form of protection 
against attacks but ob-
served that what Nigeria 
was suffering today is 
not from God but their 
own negligence, selfish-
ness, avarice and greed. 
Nigerians, he noted, 
sowed to the wind and 
are reaping the whirl-
wind.

Uche described as 
unfortunate and regret-
table the involvement 
of some Christians in 
what is happening to the 

the occasion and defend 
themselves in the face 
of death because no-
body had monopoly of 
violence. “What we are 
saying is that enough is 
enough because nobody 
has the monopoly of 
violence,” he said.

Nigerian Christians, 
he explained, have suf-
fered unprovoked and 
violent attacks for so 
long and therefore, de-
served to take their des-
tiny in their own hands, 
more so when it appears 

nation today because 
their influence should 
have made Nigeria a 
prosperous nation and 
not otherwise.

Christians, he ex-
plained, were expected 
to be virtuous and trans-
formers of the world and 
to eschew the vices rav-
aging the world because 
they are the light of the 
world.

According to him, 
God sent Jesus to re-
deem us from our fall 
and bring us back to our 
senses, noting further 
that if we receive him, 
it is for our good but 
that if we reject him it 
is to our own peril. “The 
problem we have is that 
we have rejected Him 
all along but if we can 
accept him and live by 
his examples, everybody 
will be happy”.

He called on Nige-
rians to love the coun-
try because we have no 
other one and that the 
way we make our bed, is 
the way we lie on it.

On the United Nations 
(UN) investigation of the 
killings in Southern Ka-
duna, Samuel Uche de-
scribed it as a welcome 
development because 
the act of slaughtering 
human beings is a very 
wicked and callous one.

“And I also pray that 
the third world war 

IGNAtIus ChuKwu & 
DAvID EjIohuo

should not start in Ni-
geria,” he noted.

Nicholas Okoh, prel-
ate of the Anglican 
Communion in Nigeria, 
urged Nigerian Chris-
tians to remain peaceful 
and should not resort to 
self-defence.

According to him, the 
best solution is peace 
and not self-defence be-
cause self-defence could 
lead to death and chaos.

People he noted, 
could mishandle or in-
terpret defend yourself 
to mean the authority 
to kill.

“To me, the best solu-
tion is to maintain peace 
because when there 
is peace in a commu-
nity, nobody will defend 
himself,” he said.

According to him, it is 
the responsibility of the 
government to defend 
the people; hence, they 
have the monopoly of 
violence and ammuni-
tions.

“They were elected 
to do just that, and that 
is why we handed over 
our authority to them to 
defend us,” he said.

Okoh commended 
Nigerians and vari-
ous donor-agencies for 
bringing succor to the 
displaced people.

The bishops were in 
Port Harcourt for Epis-
copal visits.

Calabar-Itu-Ikot Ekepene-Aba federal highway

CBN offers banks $20m ...

sance Capital hinted in a 
note that Nigeria may lose 
its grip on the naira.

Foreign portfolio in-
flows slumped 70 percent 
to a nine-year low last 
year, as investors shelve 
naira assets on foreign 
exchange risks.

But following its con-
sultations with policy-
makers in Abuja, Rencap 
said a foreign exchange 
policy adjustment is in 
the works as more foreign 
portfolio investors shun 
naira assets.

If this materialises, it 
would come as a relief to 
foreign investors whose 
funds are trapped in the 
country due to acute dol-
lar shortages resulting 
from Nigeria’s manage-
ment of its foreign ex-
change market and it may 
set the tone for new in-
flows into dollar-strapped 
leading economy in Af-
rica. 

“Our key takeaways 
(from the consultations) 
were: FX policy may 
be adjusted in the short 
term; inflation is likely 

to slow; any interest rate 
hikes will be moderate; 
the economy will grow 
by less than 1% in 2017; 
and capital expenditure 
will pick up, but higher 
fuel prices imply an in-
crease in the subsidy and 
upside risk to the budget 
deficit,” the note penned 
by Yvonne Mhango, Ren-
cap’s sub-Saharan Africa 
economist, read.

“We think the most 
probable outcome of an 
FX policy adjustment is a 
managed float, possibly a 
new peg, but a full float is 
unlikely,” added Mhango, 
who sees an exchange 
rate of NGN447/$1 by 
year-end.

Despite a devaluation 
last June, which saw the 
naira shed almost 40 
percent, traders say the 
naira is still overvalued 
and have criticised the 
CBN’s aggressive inter-
vention in the market 
to defend the naira even 
when it doesn’t have the 
firepower. 

Manji Cheto, a policy 
risk analyst and senior 
vice president at global 

advisory firm, Teneo Intel-
ligence, contends that Ni-
geria needs a full-float as 
another rate peg may turn 
out counter-productive 
and remain unattractive 
to foreign portfolio inves-
tors.

“I do not think devalu-
ation is the right strategy 
anymore. Nigeria needs 
a flexible exchange rate 
where there is a market-
determined naira/dollar 
exchange rate in order to 
boost autonomous capital 
inflow, with CBN inter-
vention only at highly 
volatile times,” Cheto told 
BDSUNDAY. 

The naira opened at 
N309.76/1$ at the offi-
cial market on Friday 
morning, according to 
Bloomberg data, while it 
exchanged for a premium 
of N510/$1 at the parallel 
market, where traders 
say the naira is closer to 
its true value against the 
greenback.  

Authorities are also 
talking of replacing the de 
facto ban on 41 items with 
import tariffs, according 
to Rencap.

Continues from page 1
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Ayade’s Cross River launches $250m 
green entrepreneurship fund

C
r o s s  R i ve r 
State would 
in April 2017 
l a u n c h  a 
$250million 

Green Entrepreneur-
ship Fund (the first ever 
in Africa) as it hosts a 
Global Summit on Cli-
mate Change and Green 
Entrepreneurship; a 
statement, on behalf of 
the state, by Africa Clean 
Energy Summit/Group, 
one of the partners, has 
said.

The Fund, according 
to the statement, “will 
empower a minimum of 
150,000 Green

Entrepreneurs and 
Enterprises; creating 
more than 600,000 
direct jobs and over 
1,200,000 indirect jobs 
in 18 months.”

The summit, which 
w o u l d  b e  h o s t e d 
through the Ministry of 
Climate Change and For-
estry, would be in collab-
oration with the Africa 

ZebUlOn AGOmUO
Clean Energy Summit/
Group, the Federal Min-
istry of Environment, 
the Federal Ministry of 
Health, the Federal Min-
istry of Industry, Trade & 
Investment, NEPAD Ni-
geria, Covenant Univer-
sity, ADC Energy USA, 
Development Partners, 
Always Green Power 
& Systems Limited and 
The Environment Com-
munications Limited.

The statement ex-
plained that the summit 
is expected to “bring to-
gether international and 
national stakeholders 
from governments, pri-
vate sector, non-govern-
mental organisations, 
development partners 
and international in-
vestors to address mat-
ters that would support 
the state’s transition to 
a low-carbon and cli-
mate-resilient economy- 
building a sustainable 
green economy in Cross 
River State.”

The event, which 
would coincide with 
the World Earth Day 

mOUAU matriculates 5,615,
reads riot act to students

F
rancis Ogbon-
naya Otunta, 
vic e chanc el-
lor of Michael 

Okpara University of 
Agriculture, Umudike 
(MOUAU), Abia State, 
has threatened to show 
any student the way out 
of the institution found 
to be involved in any 
form of examination 
mal-practice or cultism 
or other anti-social vices.

Otunta, who gave the 
warning during the 24th 
matriculation ceremony 
of the school, said the 
University had zero tol-
erance for cult activities 
and anti-social behav-
iours, noting that cultism 
was a social menace that 
had eaten deep into the 
fabric of the society.

“This informal group-
ing has become a breed-
ing ground for criminal 
elements. Those who 
kowtow to their sects 
do unleash havoc in the 
society in obedience to 
superior orders. No par-
ent would be proud to 
be identified with a child 
tabooed as a cultist,” said 
the VC.

River Forests support 22 
primate species includ-
ing endemics such as the 
Cross River Gorilla, Drill 
Monkeys, Pruesus’s Gue-
nons and many others.

Climate Change, oc-
casioned principally by 
anthropogenic pertur-
bations of the environ-
ment via burning of 
fossil fuels and gas flar-
ing, deforestation and 
unsustainable land use 
methods has produced 
myriads of untold con-
sequences. The effects 
thereof include drought, 
flooding, reduced rain-
fall and irregular rainfall 
patterns, poor agricul-
tural yield, food scarcity, 
hunger, youth restive-
ness, increased crime 
rate among others. Cross 
River State being basi-
cally an agrarian state 
bears a fair share of the 
global climate change 
impacts.

The Ministry of Cli-
mate Change and For-

Governor Ayade

He admonished the 
matriculating students 
to make their parents 
proud by facing their 
business in the Univer-
sity squarely, noting that 
no matter the coloration 
of the cultists, the act 
was evil.

The Vice Chancellor 
observed that university 
should be a community 
of decency and moral 
decorum and not a so-
ciety of rascals or hub of 
prostitution.

“It is a virtue for 
the female folk and 
even the male, to dress 
m o d e s t l y.  M o v i n g 
around half naked in 
the name of fashion 
makes one a tempta-
tion. Immodest dress-
ing exp os es one as 
prey for rapists and 
other sexual abuses. 
A lady is not judged by 
how sexy she looks, 
but by her characters,” 
Otunta admonished.

He hinted that the 
management had just 
resolved that every stu-
dent should hang his or 
her identity card to be 
able to be distinguished 
from touts who come 
into the university in 
dissimulation with a 

motive to influence the 
chaste orientation of 
students.

The Vice Chancellor 
also disclosed that most 
students were culpable 
of sexual trade tagged 
“runs” indulged in either 
for pecuniary interest or 
practised to hoodwink 
lecturers into award-
ing undeserved marks, 
adding that a certificate 
obtained under false 
pretences had repercus-
sion.

Otunta noted that the 
University community 
was a society of people 
of diverse tribes, race, 
cultures and creed and 
that man as a social ani-
mal had the tendency 
to associate and interact 
with others.

“A person’s character 
is moulded through the 
influence of the charac-
ter of others. This is why 
you must be discreet 
in the choice of your 
friends. Avoid those 
who are not focused and 
who exhibit evidence of 
lack of parental orienta-
tion,” he advised.

About 5,615 students 
matriculated for the 
2016/2017 academic 
session.
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Stakeholders seek improved investment 
in school sports development

T
h e  n e e d  fo r 
both govern-
ment and pri-
vate sectors to 

encourage investment 
in the development of 
sporting activities in 
schools for all round 
development of the 
youth has again been 
reiterated.

A n d r e w  J e d r a s , 
principal ,  Atlantic 
H a l l ,  a m o n g  o t h e r 
stakeholders made the 
call while speaking at 
the 23rd Annual Inter 
House Sports Competi-
tion which took place 
at Atlantic Hall Poka 
in Epe area of Lagos 
State.

Jedras said invest-
ment in sports is not a 
waste because it pro-
vides something tangi-
ble for both young and 
youths irrespective 
of their backgrounds 
or where they come 
from.

“If they got natural 

ability in sports and 
have the opportunity to 
develop it, they would 
be successful not only 
for themselves, families 
or communities but for 
the country Nigeria,” 
he said.

Jedras called on gov-
ernment to encourage 
sports development at 
both private and public 
schools in order to raise 
more talents.

Lola Aboderin, chair-
man Atlantic Hall Edu-
cation Trust Council, in 
her welcome address, 
said the annual inter 
house sports is a special 
day for parents to cheer 
their children who are 
doing very well in vari-
ous events.

She noted that sports 
is about team work, 
trust and responsibili-
ties, getting along with 
one another to achieve 
a common goal.

Adedayo Awobokun, 
chairman of the occa-
sion, tasked parents 
on the need to encour-
age sports among their 

children, noting that 
sports and education if 
well balanced will help 
in the education and 
mental development of 
students.

He said diseases such 
as high blood pressure 
and some other illness-
es could be eliminated 
when one inculcates 
sports in daily activi-
ties.

At the end of the 
events  which wit-
nessed spectacular dis-
plays of athletics and 
performance play of 
calisthenics, March 
past, relay races, High 
Jump and other events, 
Emerald emerged win-
ner with 22 Gold; 12 
Silver and 15 Bronze 
medals.

Saphhire with 19 
Gold; 25 Silver and 22 
Bronze medals came 
second, while Topaz 
with 19 Gold; 20 Silver, 
18 Bronze medals and 
Garnet 17 Gold; 20 Sil-
ver and 22 Bronze med-
als emerged 3rd and 4th 
positions, respectively.

…As Atlantic Hall holds Sports competition

celebrations, would fo-
cus on job creation op-
portunities and the first 
ever wealth creation 
parks for low carbon 
development in Afri-
ca, holding from April 
17 to 22, 2017 with a 

special Marathon Race, 
tagged- ‘Cross River Cli-
mate Marathon’ at the 
Calabar International 
Convention Centre.

Cross River holds 
over 58percent of the 
last remaining tropical 

rainforest in Nigeria and 
is listed as one of the 25 
biodiversity hotspots 
in the world, with ap-
proximately 75percent 
of Nigeria’s endangered 
tree species found in 
our forests. Also, Cross Continues  on page 9
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Stationer caught with 73 wraps of cocaine

O
f f i c i a l s  o f 
the National 
D r u g  L a w 
Enforcement 

Agency (NDLEA) have 
prevented attempt by 
a forty-nine (49)-year 
old stationer to export 
1.699kg of cocaine to 
Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. The arrest 
was made at the Nnam-
di Azikiwe Internation-
al Airport (NAIA) Abu-
ja when a passenger, 
Nwafor Samson Toch-
ukwu tested positive 
for narcotic ingestion 
during the outward 
screening of an Ethio-
pian airline flight.

NDLEA commander 

at the Abuja airport, 
Hamisu Lawan said that 
Nwafor excreted seven-
ty-three (73) wraps of 
whitish substance that 
tested positive to co-
caine weighing 1.699kgs 
under observation.

“The Abuja airport 
command of the Agen-
cy arrested one Nwa-
for Samson Tochukwu, 
who tested positive for 
drug ingestion during 
routine check on Ethio-
pian airline passengers. 
He was immediately 
placed under observa-
tion where he excreted 
73 wraps of cocaine 
that weighed 1.699kgs” 
Hamisu stated.

The susp e ct who 
hails from Awka North 
Local Government Area 
of Anambra State said 
that he was offered the 
sum of one million, five 
hundred thousand nai-
ra to smuggle the drugs.

“I live in Lagos with 
my wife and five chil-
dren. I got myself into 
drug trafficking because 
of economic hardship. 
They offered me a mil-
lion, five hundred thou-
sand naira to smuggle 
the drugs to Dubai. I 

thought it will be easy 
for me to go undetected 
but I was arrested in 
the process” Nwafor 
lamented.

Muhammad Musta-
pha Abdallah, Chair-
man/Chief Executive 
of the NDLEA called on 
members of the public 
to be cautious of the 
evil plan by drug traf-
ficking organisations 
to ruin their destinies.

“Memb ers of the 
public should not fall 
into the trap of drug 
trafficking organisa-
tions that are on the 
prowl of drug mules. 
They entice them with 
money to  smuggle 
drugs but will not tell 
them that they will be 
caught in the process 
and sent to prison.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y, 
most drug couriers end 
up regretting after they 
have been caught. The 
Agency will continue 
to sensitise members 
of the public on the 
consequences of drug 
trafficking but indi-
viduals must take per-
sonal responsibility in 
the fight against drug 
trafficking” he stated.

Akwa Ibom set to commission 
1st pencil factory in Nigeria

A
kwa Ibom 
State gov-
ernment is 
set to com-
m i s s i o n 

the first ever pencil 
factory in the country; 
a statement from the 
office of the Commis-
sioner for Information 
and Strategy has said.

According to the 
statement, the facto-
ry, which is also pro-
ducing tooth pick, is a 
wholly-owned Akwa 
Ibom State government 
company, which was 
floated in 2015 under 
the Akwa Ibom En-
terprises and Employ-
ment Scheme (AKEES), 
an initiative aimed at 
re-awakening the spirit 
of enterprise among 
youths and positioning 
them to benefit from 
the industrialisation 
programme of the state 
government.

The release further 
stated that the feat is 
in tandem with Gover-
nor Udom Emmanuel’s 
promises during his 
swearing in as the third 
democratically-elect-
ed governor of Akwa 

Be fair with 2018 census, 
Ajimobi tasks NPC

G
overnor Abiola 
Ajimobi of Oyo 
State has urged 
the National 

Population Commission 
(NPC) to take note of 
the peculiar nature of 
the rural communities 
and ensure that neces-
sary modalities are put 
in place to guarantee 
objectivity and fairness 
in the 2018 census, say-
ing that any error will 
undermine the integrity 
of the exercise.

The governor stated 
this at the flag-off of the 
3rdphase of the Enu-
meration Area Demar-
cation (EAD) for the 2018 
population and housing 
census at Igbeti Town 
Hall, Olorunsogo Local 
Government.

Ajimobi explained 
that the census figures 
returned for the state 
over the years did not 
appear to give a fair re-
flection of the demog-
raphy of the state, add-
ing that Oyo State has 

a large expanse of land 
area with considerable 
population.

Governor Ajimobi, 
who was represented 
by the State Commis-
sioner for Local Govern-
ment and Chieftaincy 
Matter, Bimbo Kolade, 
emphasised that the is-
sues of population and 
housing census are im-
portant tools in social 
and economic configu-
ration, noting that they 
are important indices on 
the development chart 
that reveal the potency 
for economic activities 
as well as guide develop-
mental initiatives.

The governor urged 
t h e  N P C  t o  g u a r d 
against error of omis-
sion or commission, 
“if a state is under enu-
merated or the tools 
for demarcation pro-
cesses are misman-
aged to give wrongful 
indications, it would 
affect the integrity of 
the final census fig-
ures. It also has debili-
tating effects on the 
development planning 

and resources to be 
made available for the 
well-being and the de-
velopment of the state.”

Governor Ajimobi ap-
pealed to the stakehold-
ers and people in the 
state to cooperate with 
the enumerators by al-
lowing them to move 
freely, give them access 
to their buildings/hous-
ing units and respond 
truthfully to their inqui-
ries during the demarca-
tion to have a fruitful 
exercise.

In his remark, the 
Chairman and Federal 
Commissioner for Na-
tional Population Com-
mission, Eyitayo Oy-
etunji said that the com-
mission was ready to 
inform, enlighten, create 
awareness and sensitise 
various stakeholders 
and the general public 
in the state on the 3rd 
phase of the enumera-
tion area demarcation of 
the 2018 population and 
housing census which 
will commence from 
20th February to 12th 
March 2017.

AkiNremi FeyiSiPo

Pencil factory, Akwa Ibom State

iFeomA okeke

… ahead of FG 2020 target

Ibom State.
“He promis e d to 

transform the econo-
my of the state via in-
dustrialisation thereby 
opening up opportuni-
ties for growth and im-
proved living standard 
in the state. Today, he 
has kept that promise 
by working hard to 
attract both local and 

thousands of Akwa 
Ibom youths self-de-
pendent, Umoh ex-
pressed optimism that 
few years from now, 
Akwa Ibom State would 
be a major exporter of 
many products, adding 
that the AKEES Pencils 
and Toothpicks Factory 
located at Ekom Iman, 
Etinan, also produces 
branded toothpicks for 
special occasions.

The pencil and tooth 
pick factory is said to 
have received orders 
from the Sokoto State 
government to supply 
1444,000 pencils every 
three months.

international investors 
to Akwa Ibom State,” it 
said.

The releas e  als o 
quoted Nsisiong Umoh, 
the administrative and 
utility manager of the 
pencil factory, as saying 
that although the facto-
ry is currently on a test 
run with staff strength 
of over 60, all drawn 

from AKEES database; 
it has been producing 
for two months now.

According to Umoh, 
the factory produc-
es about 4000/5000 
pencils per day, 25000 
per week, 100,000 per 
month currently. She 
said this will increase 
drastically when the 
factory is  c ommis-

sione d later in the 
year.

She added that gov-
ernment’s plan is to also 
build pen, matches and 
sagged bag factories 
within the premises, 
thereby creating more 
employment opportu-
nities for the teeming 
youths in the state. She 
added that although 
the factory is yet to 
start selling its prod-
ucts, many companies 
have already indicated 
interest to act as their 
marketers/distributors.

Commending Gov-
ernor Udom Emman-
uel for making her and 

Stationer caught wraps of cocaine
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Shoprite keeps faith with Nigerian economy 
despite tough operating environment

B
efore the cor-
onation of 
Oba Ewuare 
11 of Benin 
Kingdom last 

year, the fear of Com-
munity Development 
Association (CDA) was 
the beginning of wis-
dom to prospective land 
owners and land devel-
opers especially in the 
three Benin metropo-
lises in Edo State.

It was a terrible time 
for land owners as they 
passed through har-
rowing experiences 
in the hands of com-
munity development 
association members, 
who oftentimes em-
ployed uncivil and un-
wholesome means to 
undermine the smooth 
development of their 
lands.

Owing to this, many 
land owners have had 
their land seized and 
resold to other pro-
spective buyers; sev-
eral paid different land-
related fees through 
their noses while some 
lives have been lost 
to communal-induced 
crisis occasioned by 
inordinate desire for ac-
quisition of more lands, 
among others.

 However, the recent 
pronouncement by the 
Benin monarch, Oba 
Ewuare II, to proscribe 
the activities of com-
munity development 
associations in the sev-
en local government 
areas in the Edo South 
senatorial district and 
well the sending of ex-
ecutive bill to the State 
House of Assembly by 
the government have 
been greeted with jubi-
lation among prospec-
tive land owners and 
developers in the state.

  Among land own-
ers that have had un-
pleasant experience 
with members of com-
munity development 
association in the state 
is Edwin Idemudia Am-
renre, a septuagenar-
ian.

Amrenre who com-

mended the Oba of Be-
nin and the state gov-
ernment initiatives to 
ban the activities of 
community develop-
ment associations in 
the state also solicited 
for their intervention 
and protection.

The septuagenarian, 
who narrated his ordeal 
to BDSUNDAY in Be-
nin, said trouble start-
ed when he engaged 
the services of prayer 
warriors to pray on his 
parcel of land measur-
ing 340 feet by 200 
feet situated at Igua-
dolor community in 
Ovia North-East Local 
Government area for 
purification last year.

He said he acquired 
the land from the Igua-
dolor community de-
velopment association 
in 1976.

He added that fol-
lowing the purifica-
tion exercise, he was 
assaulted by members 
of the community who 
swooped on him and 
the prayer warriors and 
gave them the beating 
of their lives.

“There has been an 
evil machination on 
the land over the years. 
I therefore, decided to 
engage the services of 
prayer warriors to pray 
on the land for puri-

Land grabbers on 
the prowl in Edo
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fication. By the time 
we got to the land for 
the prayers. The com-
munity development 
association chairman 
and his members at-
tacked us.

‘’They gave us the 
beating of our lives. I do 
not know where they 
got one small earth pot 
with some funny items 
inside it and violently 
forced me to put it on 
my head. They paraded 
me with the pot on my 
head through the bush 
path to the main com-
munity. They did not 
stop at that they ensure 
they captured me on 
video camera which 
they put in the internet 
for the viewing public 
in Nigeria and other 
parts of the world.

‘’Many people after 
seeing it in the inter-
net began to phone me 
to know what exactly 
happened. “The truth 
of the matter is that I 
bought land in Iguado-
lor community many 
years ago. The allega-
tion made against me 
in the internet by the 
community develop-
ment association is em-
barrassing, false and 
without foundation”, 
he said.

He said he would 
have ignored the al-

Godwin Obaseki

legation not because 
it was put in the inter-
net but to explain his 
own side of the story, 
pointing out that the in-
human treatment was 
meted out to him for 
refusing to cede to the 
association part of the 
land which he acquired 
with his hard-earned 
money.

The septuagenarian, 
who is also an hotelier, 
explained that besides 
the amount paid for the 
purchase of the land in 
1976, in 2012 he paid 
the sum of N750,000 
as development fees, 
N10,000 for inspection 
of the land as well as 
N20,000 for commu-
nity development as-
sociation committee.

He posited that due 
to the embarrassment, 
he had to approach an 
Edo High Court sitting 
at Okada, the adminis-
trative headquarters of 
Ovia North-East Local 
Government presid-
ed over by Justice U.I. 
Erameh where he se-
cured a restraining or-
der on October 6, 2016.

Amrenre stated that 
in spite of the restrain-
ing order by the court, 
the community has not 
deemed it necessary to 
allow the rules of law 
prevail.

D
espite the tough 
operating envi-
ronment in the 
Nigeria which 

has dampened retailers’ 
confidence forcing many 
to shut down stores, 
Shoprite, Africa’s largest 
retailer, has continued to 
grow its presence in the 
country.

“We stock products 
from local manufactur-
ers and local farmers. 
We are proud to support 
Nigeria businesses, by 
actively supporting local 
economies growth to be 
part of Nigeria’s success. 
76 percent of our prod-
ucts are sourced locally, 
250 local suppliers and 
160 local farms,” Shoprite 
said in an advert.

S h o p r i t e  G r o u p 
opened its 19th store in 
Maryland, Lagos in 2016 
where it introduced its 
Usave brand.

Usave, the firm said, 
combines the conve-
nience of location with 
low prices to attract 
customers, who are 
serious about saving 
and for those who do 
not need the expensive 
frills and spills of regu-

lar supermarkets.
“Through bulk buy-

ing directly from the 
manufacturers, Usave 
has managed to drop its 
prices even more. This 
saving is passed direct-
ly on to the customer 
and as a result, they are 
able to get bulk value 
without necessarily 
having to buy in bulk,” 
said Olaniyi Ajiteru, 
manager of Shoprite 
Usave at Maryland 
Mall.

He added: “Usave is 
backed by an innovative 
strategy of small format 
stores offering a limited 
range of basic foods at 
everyday low prices. 
The new format re-
moves the cost of pack-
ing and pricing from the 
value chain, enabling it 
to consistently deliver 
top brands at affordable 
prices.”

Top retailers Ruff ‘n’ 
Tumble, Busen, a Chi-
nese clothing company, 
Mr. Price, Lifemate and 
Samsung have been 
forced to close some out-
lets, while Truworths In-
ternational Limited and 
Markham, both South 
African clothing com-
panies shut down stores 
completely in Nigeria.

…As septuagenarian seeks Oba, Obaseki’s intervention
…Denies social media reports

Style icons Jide Ipaye, Coursaris, Guillot 
on Glo-sponsored African Voices

A
frican Voices, 
the CNN In-
t e r n at i o n a l 
magazine pro-

gramme sponsored by 
data grand masters, Glo-
bacom, will this week-
end shift focus to some 
of Africa’s style icons.

The 30-minute pro-
gramme will feature 
three dazzling trend set-
ters, including Nigeria’s 
Jide Ipaye, super model, 
Noella Coursaris from 
Congo, and Mauritian 
designer, Mario Guillot.

Ipaye is the founder of 
Keexs Footwear, a shoe 
manufacturing com-
pany that is pioneering 
innovation in Africa. Ke-
exs is regarded by fash-
ion followers as paceset-
ters and social-oriented 
footwear brand in Af-
rica with a mission to 
empower communities 
through social-oriented 
projects.

Speaking on the evo-
lution of Keexs, Ipaye 
said: “We the citizens 
need to take more indi-
vidual and collective ini-
tiatives towards correct-
ing some of our social 
issues (economy and so-
ciety) rather than sitting 
around complaining and 
waiting for our leaders 
to solve everything.”

An international 
model and philanthro-
pist of Congolese, Swiss 
and Cypriot origin, Noel-

la Coursaris is a graduate 
of business management. 
She started her career 
when she was chosen 
to appear in a campaign 
for Agent Provocateur. 
However, a successful 
modeling career later 
moved her from fashion 
magazines like Vogue 
and Vanity Fair to the 
global stage.

Noella’s focus dur-
ing the programme is 
expected to be her edu-
cation and health non-
profit programs through 
which she has been em-
powering Congolese 
girls and their commu-
nities.

 Mario Guillot, the 
third guest, is a French 
designer whose Mauri-
tius-based IV Play Fash-
ion Company is a leading 
brand with five stores 
and is rated alongside 
the likes of Calvin Klein 
and Diesel. Guillot fell 
in love with Mauritius 
and made it his home. 
According to Chennai-
based entrepreneur, Vi-
jay Jhaver who has won 
the rights to manufac-
ture and distribute the 
IV Play brand in India, “It 
is also a huge hit among 
tourists.” African Voices 
airs on CNN Interna-
tional at 10.30 a.m. on 
Fridays. It is repeated at 
2.30 p.m. on Saturdays, 
12.30 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
on Sundays. 

CHINWE AGBEZE
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Assembly seeks further 
clarification on ‘Light Up Kwara’ 

K
w a ra  S t at e 
House of As-
s embly has 
s o u g h t  f o r 

further clarification 
on the state’s ‘Light Up 
Kwara’, before it can ap-
propriate fund for the 
Project in 2017 budget.

T h e  H o u s e  g ave 
the indication in Ilo-
rin, following what it 
regarded as unsatis-
factory explanation 
by Idris Abubakar, the 
Commissioner for En-
ergy during ministerial 
budget defence of his 
ministry before the 
legislature.

A statement by Ab-
dulrahman Sanni, the 
Chief Press Secretary 
to the Speaker, said the 
Chairman of the House 
Committee on Energy, 
Works and Transport, 
Mathew Olaitan Ba-
baoye, explained  that 
the House was yet to 
be convinced on the 
modus operandi, fund-
ing and viability of the 
project, whose first 
phase that would cover 

Ilorin metropolis, ac-
cording to budget pro-
posal presented by the 
governor  would gulp 
over N730million.

The House therefore, 
urged the executive 
arm of government 
and management of 
IF-K to furnish it with 
detailed information 
on the project, before 
funds could appropri-
ated for the project as 
contained in  the 2017 
budget estimate.

The House equally 
called for upward re-
view of transformers 
to be purchased to ac-
commodate all con-
stituencies as against 
16 prop os e d in the 
budget estimate and 
enjoined the ministry 
to come with compre-
hensive information 
on the number and 
cost of energising exist-

The story of PDP makes 
me weep - Ekwueme

Ayade’s Cross River to launch $250m...

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

REgIS AnUKwUojI

A
l e x 
Ekwueme, 
a  fo r m e r 
vice presi-
dent of Ni-

geria and a founding 
father of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), 
has expressed hope that 
PDP would get back to 
what it was originally, if 
the report of the strategy 
committee is fully imple-
mented.

Ekwueme stated this 
at his residence in Enugu 
when some members of 
the committee set up by 
the PDP caretaker com-
mittee to re-engineer the 
party visited him to sub-
mit their report as one of 
the founding fathers of 
the party.

The former vice pres-
ident said: “The story 
of PDP is the one that 
sometimes makes me to 
weep, the idea of PDP 
was not that of ordinary 
political party, it was 
intended to be a mass 
movement of Nigerians, 
just like African Con-
gress in South Africa and 
we started that way”.

“Unfortunately, I 
would not call names, 
some people who do not 
know how the party was 
formed, what informed 
its philosophy started 
to enroll in the party 
and started to convert it 
into a personnel estate 
without regards to the 
principles that informed 
its formation; so gradu-
ally we started to lose 
grounds at that stage, 
that is the genesis of our 

degeneration, coupled 
with lack of internal 
democracy. I am happy 
that after the challenge 
of 2015 this committee is 
trying to find out where 
we went astray and how 
we can bring back the 
party to its glory and I 
am sure if the report is 
fully implemented PDP 
would get back to where 
it started,” Ekwueme 
recounted.

Earlier, Ambassador 
Aminu Wali, leader of 
the committee, who rep-
resented the chairman 
of the review standing 
committee of the party, 
said the panel was set 
up by the national care-
taker of the party. 

Before handing over 
the report to Ekwueme, 
Wali said, the commit-
tee was set up to review 
all aspects of the party 
“so that we can look at 

those areas that need to 
be changed or operated; 
look at the constitution 
where amendments can 
be made; look at past 
mistakes and see what 
we can to do to overcome 
them; particularly, areas 
of party supremacy, disci-
pline, impunity which of 
course Your Excellency 
you are not new to”.

Raymond Dokpesi, 
a member of the team, 
said that the founding fa-
thers wanted the party 
to belong to Nigerians 
but along the line mis-
takes were made which 
resulted in the party’s 
lost of the election in 
2015.

He further noted that 
the lost of the election 
opened the eyes of the 
members of the party to 
the challenges the party 
has, hence the setting 
up of a strategy review 

committee on inter-par-
ty relations.

“We have now con-
cluded the work and the 
committee in its wisdom 
presented a report, and 
members of the com-
mittee were broken to 
eleven syndicates that 
dealt with all aspects 
including a new mani-
festo for the PDP, how 
the party including 
another committee on 
good governance and 
the challenges the party 
has faced on imposition, 
lack of internal democ-
racy, among others,” he 
said.  

The party’s new pro-
gramme, Dokpesi said, 
would be oriented to-
wards getting the youths 
and the women to play 
more prominent roles. 

Responding to PDP 
having two factions he 
said: “Let me correct you, 
there is no faction in 
PDP, they are a few dis-
sidents and those dis-
sidents have the right to 
express themselves. PDP 
according to its constitu-
tions has clear cut or-
gans. Hundred percent 
of the board of trustees is 
with the caretaker com-
mittee; hundred percent 
of the governors also, all 
the senators are with the 
caretaker committee; 
all the state chairmen 
are with the caretaker 
committee, so where 
is the faction? Please, 
do not glorify and also 
encourage rubbish and 
nonsense as the present 
incumbent government 
is trying to get Nigerians 
to believe; there is no fac-
tion in the PDP.”

ing transformers that 
had been presented to 
some communities by 
the state government 
to boost power supply 
in the State.

Similarly, the house 
also requested the ex-
ecutive arm of gov-
ernment to increase 
funds earmarked for 
connecting all commu-
nities along power line 
to national grid from 
N70million to N90mil-
lion so as to accom-
modate all the affected 
communities in this 
year’s budget.

He however, dis-
closed that the Legisla-
ture had resolved to be 
carrying out quarterly 
oversight function to 
ensure that projects to 
be funded by the bud-
get were executed as 
would be approved by 
the legislature.

The Commissioner 
had earlier briefed the 
committee that the so-
lar powered “Light Up 
Kwara” project would 
among other things 
enhance socio- eco-
nomic transformation, 
security of lives and 
properties and as well 

boost aesthetics value 
of the State.

Meanwhile, Abdul-
Rafiu AbdulRahman, a 
lawmaker representing 
Ilorin North/West con-
stituency, faulted the 
proposed 2017 Kwara 
budget over non provi-
sion of Bursary award 
for indigenes of the 
state in Tertiary insti-
tutions in the Country.

The Legislator who is 
a Member of the Edu-
cation Committee of 
the House made the 
observation during the 
continuation of debate 
of the 2017 budget.

A b d u l r a h m a n , 
while making his con-
tribution to the debate 
of general principle 
of 2017 budget which 
entered fifth day on 
Thursday noted that 

Alex Ekwueme

estry, Cross River State 
has the mandate of ini-
tiating and driving Cli-
mate Change mitigation 
activities in Cross River 
State. This mandate is 
premised on the sub-
national leadership role 
which the state is ex-
pected to play in Climate 
Change mitigation and 
overall global ecosystem 
stability.

To effectively deal 
with the issues of Cli-
mate Change the admin-
istration of Ben Ayade, 
governor of the state, 
introduced projects 
and programmes such 
as planting of 5 million 
trees every year, the 
Green Police, the Green 
Carnival, Anti-Defores-

tation Task Force, Special 
Mobile Court, Clean En-
ergy Initiative as well as 
Green Economy Initia-
tive and these efforts are 
yielding laudable results.

“The global event will 
include a world class 
summit; the 2017 World 
Earth Day celebration; 
high level climate solu-
tions Segments, an in-
ternational exhibition; 
technical conferences; 
business sessions; invest-
ment forums; green en-
ergy empowerment for 
MSMEs; green wealth 
from tree planting,” the 
statement added. With a 
population of more than 
3.5million, Cross River 
State would provide em-
ployment for a reason-
able number of young 
people in the state.”

According to the 
World Bank report on 
climate change, in Afri-
ca, power is inaccessible, 
unaffordable, and unre-
liable for most people. 
This traps people in pov-
erty; students find it dif-
ficult to read after dark, 
clinics cannot refrigerate 
vaccines and businesses 
have shorter operating 
hours. Today, 25 African 
countries face an energy 
poverty crisis. The Af-
rican continent is well 
endowed with energy 
resources but most re-
main untapped.

 The World Bank 
at a recent workshop 
on Climate Change 
Knowledge Immersion 
organised by the bank 
in collaboration with 
the Federal Ministry 

of Environment, stated 
that Nigeria will need 
about $140 billion to 
mitigate negative im-
pacts of climate change 
in the country.

Climate Change is ag-
gravating the environ-
mental issues such as 
deforestation and degra-
dation, freshwater short-
age, food security and 
air and water pollution. 
Projected increases in 
extreme climate events 
as well as more changes 
in the weather patterns 
may further threaten 
the means of livelihood 
in the face of inaction. 
According to the Cross 
River State Governor, 
‘’our local actions have 
global impacts and re-
quire effective collabo-
ration’’.

Continued from page 6

Continues on page  16
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S
ometime in 2016, at about 
midnight, Elizabeth Sun-
day, 28, was in severe la-
bour pains at her home 
in Ukpagada. She did not 

anticipate it. Her family needed to 
take her to a nearest health centre 
to be delivered of her baby. But tried 
as they could, they could not make it 
out of Ukpagada. Reason: Ukpagada 
Bridge, the only link with the outside 
had been destroyed for nearly half a 
century. Since then, no vehicle had 
ever made it to the community. The 
family had to resort to an unscien-
tific method to save her. She was 
made to deliver in the house with 
the bare hands of family members. 
Lucky enough, she survived – so too 
her child. But many like Elizabeth 
in need of urgent medical attention 
never lived to tell their stories. 

Ukpagada is a very remote agrar-
ian community, far removed from 
development. The community is 
tucked inside the womb of Ogoja 
forests in Ogoja Local Government 
Area of Cross River State. The bridge 
which connects them with nearby 
communities like Bakor and Nkum 
was destroyed during the Nige-
rian Civil War of 1967 – 1970. Since 
Elizabeth couldn’t be taken to health 
centre, the expectant mother had to 
deliver at home.

“It was a harrowing experience, 
and I could have died if not for provi-
dence,” she said. For her, although she 
survived during the cause of giving 
birth, she said: “Some other pregnant 
women were not lucky because our 
community is cut-off from the rest 
of the world.”

 Their ordeal
For a very long time, Ukpagada 

people have been living in clear iso-
lation. They have been sentenced to 
a life of misery. It is not their fault. 

How citizen Murphy, sister, in-law 
rekindle hope in Ukpagada

It’s evidently an act of sheer neglect 
and abandonment by government. 
Successive administrations in the 
state were said to have only made 
fleeting promises, of rebuilding the 
Ukpagada Bridge in Ogoja LGA. 
Nothing seemed to have happened 
ever since. The people’s misery con-
tinues, with apparently no hope of 
early intervention.

The Ukpagada Bridge was built 
by the British in the cause of colo-
nialism, the people said. But it was 
bombed by Nigerian troupes during 
the Civil War of 1967 – 1970. Since 
then, the people have only known 
neglect, poverty, environmental 
degradation, threat to life, etc.

For Ray Ugba Murphy, it is only 
a stony heart that would refuse to 
bleed, as Ukpagada local people trot 
daily amid want and absence of the 
most basic infrastructure. “We’re so 
detached from the rest of the world 
since our link bridge was bombed,” 
some community folks narrated.

John Obo, an entrepreneur, says 
their experience re-echoes in neigh-
bouring local government areas like 
Obudu, Yala, Ikom, Etung, Boki, Abi 
and Biase, all in the northern and 
central senatorial districts of Cross 
River. Obo said businesses have 
hardly thrived in Ukpagada; while 
human rights are trampled on be-
cause of absence of the bridge.

He said their community had 
been suffering from years of ne-
glect by government, which he said 
had resulted in untoward flooding, 
which also occurred last year. The 
incident damaged many of the vil-
lages because there’s hardly any 
proper drainage constructed in the 
community.  

For sure, in October 2016, seven 
local government areas in the state 
were wrecked by a flood, rendering 
hundreds of thousands of people 
homeless, and over two hundred 
farmlands washed away. Peter 
Jonas, a village head in Ukpagada 

said farmlands affected include rice, 
yams, cassava, cocoa, cucumber, 
palms, vegetables and others were 
mostly affected by the flooding.

When John Inaku, director-gen-
eral of the State Emergency Man-
agement Agency (SEMA), evaluated 
the situation, he only told the people 
that Climate Change was responsible 
for the flood that destroyed their 
means of livelihood. “The disaster 
was as a result of Climate Change, as 
envisaged by the Nigerian Meteoro-
logical Agency (NIMET),” Inaku was 
quoted as saying.

But some residents of the com-
munity nonetheless, feared that the 
flooding was as a result of govern-
ment’s neglect of the overflowed 
bank of Aya River that crisscrossed 
the northern part of the state. Inaku, 
like other government officials often 
do, gave the people hope that gov-
ernment was making sure that the 
victims were going to be taken care 
of. But that has not come their way.

 Succor at last as an indigene 
intervenes

Succor appears to be coming the 
way of Ukpagada folks. And it’s com-
ing through one of their own, Ray 
Ugba Murphy, a public-spirited indi-
vidual who hails from Ogoja, takes it 
upon himself to rebuild the broken 
Ukpagada Bridge. He is joined by his 
sister, Paulina Murphy-Fogg, who 
lives in the United Kingdom with 
her husband.

Apparently moved by the tales 
of woes of Ukpagada community, 
Murphy, a former special adviser 
on Strategy and National Contact 
to Governor Ben Ayade, has taken 
the bull by the horns. On January 
12, 2017, he offered to renovate the 
bridge with his personal resources.

“I decided to reconstruct the 
Ukpagada Bridge, given its chrono-
logical archives, no matter the cost. 
It is not about showing off that I am 
wealthy. It is about knowing the true 
meaning of essence,” he said.

“I learned that the Bridge was 
built by the British in the course 
of colonialism in Nigeria. But the 
bridge was bombed by the Nigerian 
troupes fighting against the Biafran 
side during the 1960 – 1970 war in 
the country.

“While that project has been 
taken, all well-meaning sons of 
Ogoja, and indeed those of Bakor 
extraction, should know that we 
still require to put a grader on that 
road that has been reduced to just 
a motor-bike highway for over 47 
years due to government neglect.”

Murphy, who last year quit his 
job as Governor Ben Ayade’s spe-
cial adviser, Strategy and National 
Contact, due to what he described as 
“pressing differences,” had on Janu-
ary 29, this year, announced that an 
Ogoja daughter and member of the 
Murphy royal family were joining 
him (Ugba Murphy) to reconstruct 
the Ukpagada Bridge.

“I am delighted to inform all those 
concerned that an Ogoja daughter 
in the United Kingdom (UK) and a 
member of the royal Murphy family, 
Mrs. Paulina Murphy-Fogg, and her 
dear husband, Eric Fogg, have both 
decided to follow the pathway set 
by their brother (me) to undertake 
the construction of the second mini 
bridge to push further the connec-
tivity between Ukpagada and the 
rest of the world,” he said.

He said the project is set to com-
mence in the next two weeks, as all 
necessary logistics shall be carried 
out to ensure a smooth take-off.

If that is done, the likes of Eliza-
beth Sunday would not have to go 
through a harrowing experience 
during child delivery. Neither would 
they be forced to deliver their babies 
in the bush, as there would be pros-
pects of motor vehicles conveying 
them to health facilities. Also, the 
economic life of Ukpagada might 
just come alive, courtesy of the kind 
gesture of Ray Ugba Murphy.

BEN EGUZOZIE 
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… build link road cut-off for 47 years in Cross River

The Ukpagada Bridge (Before) Ongoing work on the Ukpagada Bridge Ray Ugba Morphy
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AdeolA AjAkAiye, kano

W
hat was the strate-
gic consideration 
behind the choice 
of the ancient and 
commercial city 

of Kano as the first point of call of W. 
Stuart Symington, the United State 
of America (USA)`s new ambassador 
in Nigeria?

This and other topical questions 
were what were agitating the minds 
of most residents of Kano when 
Symington made his maiden official 
visit to Kano State, last Wednesday, 
to meet Governor Umar Abdullahi 
Ganduje.

Most residents of the state were 
particularly, interested in knowing 
the mission of the new ambassador 
to the state, especially now when 
the new administration of President 
Donald Trump in Washington DC, 
is yet to clearly define the focus of 
it relationship with Africa, Nigeria 
inclusive.

However, despite the signal ema-
nating from Washington which 
tends to suggest that President 
Trump would be less supportive of 
the traditional US relationship with 
Africa which is largely driven by 
grant of developmental aids, the 
new ambassador to Nigeria says his 
country is ready to take the existing 
cordial relationship between the 
two countries to higher level.

Speaking to BDSUNDAY on the 
side lines of the visit, Symington 
disclosed that America appreciate 
its relationship with Nigeria, and 
desired to also strengthen it as well 
as promote an interface between 
citizens of the two countries.

His words: “I have come to Kano 
for two reasons, first because it is so 
important for this country and the 
Nigerian country is important for 
my country and for the world. You 
asked the question why am I here?

“The question was why am I here? 
And the answer is, I am here because 
Kano is so important for Nigeria and 
because Nigeria is so important for 
the world.

“And the second reason I am here 
is the same reason I am going to all 
six regions of Nigeria because I want 
to learn from people in each place, 
so that I can understand the whole 
country and then look for ways the 
United States can work to help every 
part of Nigeria and every person 
here sees it.

“And the reason I am here right 
now is because your governor and 
your state are putting in their ac-
tion but what I think is the most 
important of all principles, that is 
that justice in the whole country 
and strength in the whole country 
begins with how you treat every 
person.

“And so, it is out of interest, respect 
that I have come to learn from your 
governor. And with that, I will turn 
you over the governor,” he stated.

Commenting on the ambassador`s 
visit, Governor Ganduje described 

it as a welcome development for his 
administration.

“By seeing the Ambassador of the 
strongest country in the world here, 
you know there must be something 
very useful and very unusual. He is 
here to partner with us in order to 
improve justice, especially justice 
for the less-privileged people, who 
do not have money to hire lawyers 
to defend them.

“Sometimes, they can lose their 
rights and sometimes, they can even 
lose their lives, simply because they 
don’t have somebody to protect 
them legally; so he is here to partner 
with us to see how we can move the 
state forward,” he explained.

Fu r t h e r  f a c t s  g at h e re d  b y 
BDSUNDAY, when the ambassa-
dor met Governor Ganduje in the 
inner chamber of Government 
House indicate that Symington’s 
mission to the state was to inau-
gurate an intervention initiated 
by America embassy in Nigeria to 
boost access to Justice by ordinary 
citizens of the state.

According to Symington, the 
initiative was a collaboration with 
private lawyers and Civil Society 
Organisation to assist citizens living 
in poverty, who have been denied 
access to justice on the basis of their 
status within the society.

Expressing gratitude for the Jus-
tice support programme, Gover-
nor Ganduje however, wants the 
American government to widen its 
intervention to include assistance in 
tackling mounting poverty among 
the residents, which according to 
him, is one of the factors fueling 
socio-economic and security chal-
lenges in the state, and Nigeria at 
large.

Governor Ganduje wants the 
ambassador to encourage his home 
government to give special consid-
eration to the state when design-
ing other forms of intervention 
programmes because of the large 
number of living in the state.

Meanwhile, the United States 
Embassy in Abuja announced a $116, 
000 grants through the Ambassa-
dors Fund for Cultural Preservation 
program, for the preservation of 
cultural heritage in Nigeria.

Symington witnessed the signing 
of the Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) of the grant between the 
International Centre for the Study 
of the Preservation and Restoration 
of Cultural Property (ICCROM), the 
National Commission for Museums 
and Monuments (NCMM), and the 
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU) 
Zaria.

The grant will enable the institu-
tions to improve the storage areas 
for the collections in 10 Nigerian 
museums.

In his remarks, Ambassador Sym-
ington said: “The people of United 
States and the government of United 
States are privileged to be with 
you today to support this effort.” 
Symington added, “I don’t think I’ve 
had a single conversation in which 
people haven’t said, ‘I love the people 
of Nigeria,’ and when I asked what 
is it about the people of Nigeria that 
you love, literally every person that 
I spoke to said, ‘I love our cultural 
diversity’.”

Symington also called on Nige-
rians to take charge of preserving 
their past.  “Who is there to make 
sure a record is not lost or a memory 
is remembered and passed on?  The 
answer is all of us … the universi-

Why US new ambassador visited 
Kano Government House

ties, the museums, the people who 
do research, and those who tell the 
stories at home,” he said.

The Director-General of the 
NCMM, Yusuf Abdallah Usman, 
expressed his thanks for the U.S. 
Embassy’s sustained commitment 
to preserving Nigerian cultural heri-
tage, citing past projects such as the 
restoration of the Kansakali Gate in 
Kano and preservation of Yoruba 
pottery at the National Museum of 
Unity in Ibadan.

This reorganisation project (RE-
ORG Nigeria) will train staff from 10 
partner museums to prepare stor-
age facilities to accept new objects, 
preserve existing ones, and make 
artifacts available for exhibitions.

C atherine Antormachi rep-
res ente d ICCROM while Vic e 
Chancellor Prof. Ibrahim Garba 
represented ABU Zaria at the sign-
ing ceremony.

In 2016, U.S. Ambassadors and 
Principal Officers worldwide submit-
ted a total of 170 proposals for proj-
ects to preserve cultural sites, objects, 
and forms of traditional expression.  
Thirty-nine projects were chosen 
by the Ambassadors Fund, eight of 
those in Africa, including “RE-ORG 
Nigeria: Saving Museum Collections.”

The U.S. Ambassadors Fund for 
Cultural Preservation supports 
projects in more than 100 develop-
ing countries around the world. 
Projects include the restoration of 
ancient and historic buildings, as-
sessment and conservation of rare 
manuscripts and museum collec-
tions, preservation and protection 
of important archaeological sites, 
and the documentation of vanish-
ing traditional craft techniques and 
indigenous languages.

Kano state Governor Umar Ganduje  received the United States Ambassador to Nigeria His Excellency Stuart Symington at the government house Kano.
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T
he visit of Acting Presi-
dent, Yemi Osinbajo, to 
Rivers State recently 
brought to the fore the 
bitter rivalry existing be-

tween the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) and All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in the state.

The visit did not engender the 
much-needed unity to a state that 
has been at war-with-itself.  Every 
opportunity of public appearance of 
either the PDP or APC is used to run 
strong hate speeches against each 
other. The last week event was no 
different from previous occasions.

Governor Nyesom Wike had 
made ready a huge reception for 
the visiting Osinbajo, to which the 
professor of Law acknowledged; he 
topped it up with a town-hall meet-
ing inside the imposing Government 
House Banquet Hall that was attend-
ed by a huge crowd of stakeholders. 
But barely a day later, the same 
Wike loudly accused the APC of 
misinforming the Acting President 
during their separate meetings else-
where in Port Harcourt. He berated 
leaders of the opposition party in 
the state for allegedly misinforming 
Osinbajo under the guise of holding 
“a Niger Delta Stakeholders’ meet-
ing.”  The governor lauded Osinbajo 
for “setting the record straight when 
he proclaimed the APC slogan and 
explained that he was at the Tuesday 
event to meet his Rivers APC family.” 

Addressing former Ndoni APC 
members led by Ofili Enebeli, after 
their defection to PDP in Port Har-
court last Tuesday, the governor 
declared that the successful official 
engagements of the Acting President 
to Rivers State sent shivers down 
the spine of political mischief mak-
ers, spreading false stories about the 
state, hence the resort to their usual 
desperate anti-Rivers politics.

It was said that over 1000 APC 
members from Ndoni of the Ogba/
Egbema/Ndoni LGA defected to the 
PDP alongside their leaders.

“Satan will never sleep. Satan will 
always be at work. Satan always 
wants to turn light into darkness. 
When we held the stakeholders’ 
meeting, even the Minister of Trans-
portation was there. But as you 
know, a chameleon will always be a 
chameleon. When you see agents of 
Lucifer you will know. Just because 
the Acting President slept in Rivers 
State and went round our projects, 
then confirmed that this man is 
Mr. Projects, they suddenly became 
troubled,” Wike said.

According to the governor, for 
persuading the Acting President 
to hold a separate meeting “to talk 
to APC members, is tantamount to 
“causing confusion,” although he said 
he had no problems with Mr. Acting 
President holding meeting with his 
party members.  

But his angst is that the APC lead-

PDP, APC bitter rivalry manifests 
as Osinbajo visits Rivers
…You misinformed Acting President – Wike,  …No, you barred APC from stakeholders’ meeting at Govt House – Abe
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Governor Nyesom Wike

BEN EGUZOZIE, Port Harcourt

Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo

Magnus Abe

ers renamed the objectives of the 
meeting to mean ‘Niger Delta Stake-
holders’ meeting.’  “When they got 
there, they renamed the APC meet-
ing as stakeholders’ meeting. Shame, 
shame. It was not Rivers Stakehold-
ers’ meeting; and it couldn’t have 
been,” said Wike, stressing that “It 
was shocking that the Minister of 
Transportation and his associates 
questioned the award of ‘Apostle of 
Peace’ conferred on me by the Riv-
ers Christian Association of Nigeria 
(CAN), when they simply divided 
the CAN when they had the oppor-
tunity. I remain a man of peace, who 
will never divide families.” 

On their own side, the APC led by 
Magnus Abe, senator representing 
Rivers South East Senatorial District, 
accused the Wike-led PDP of a delib-
erate scheme to exclude the party 
from the stakeholders’ meeting.

“There was a deliberate scheme 
by the state authorities, which pre-

vented stakeholders who are APC 
members or sympathisers, as well 
as, those who shared dissenting 
views from the state authorities, in 
attending the Niger Delta Stakehold-
ers’ Engagement Meeting with the 
Acting President.

Abe spoke at the APC organised 
‘Niger Delta Stakeholders’ Engage-
ment Meeting with the Acting 
President, at Aztec Arcum Event 
Centre, Port Harcourt, that “certain 
developments on the visit of the 
acting president indicated that 
unity and peace are far from being 
attained in the state.”

He said himself, a serving senator 
of the state, was not invited by the 
state government for the forum; 
adding that he was only invited by 
the Acting President’s aides at the 
airport; stressing that “the interest 
of Rivers people and the Niger Delta 
region in general, supersedes any 
personal or partisan interest. I cau-

tion those who are playing partisan 
politics with Rivers interest to stop 
it forthwith, as the state stands to 
gain if united.”

“People talked so much about 
unity at the forum; how we are all 
united and how what was happen-
ing in Government House is the 
united position of all Rivers people. 
But, Mr. President Sir, let me say that 
unity is not what we say or do when 
the acting president of Nigeria is 
seated and all the television stations 
are tuned in to what we are doing. 
Unity is what we do when the act-
ing president is not there; when the 
cameras are not there. As a Senator 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
I did not receive an invitation to 
yesterday’s meeting. It was at the 
airport your own staff tried to give 
us invitation. That is not an act that 
will promote unity,” said Abe.

For him, the present state gov-
ernment (under Wike’ PDP) had 
continued with divisive politics, 
even in the State House of Assem-
bly, where it acquired vehicles for 
the legislators, and exempted the 6 
APC lawmakers. 

“Mr. President Sir, the Rivers 
State House of Assembly has 32 
members. Out of the 32 members, 
the 6 members of the All Progres-
sives Congress, who are members of 
the Assembly, are the only 6 people 
that take taxis to the Assembly. All 
other members drive cars that were 
bought by the Rivers State Govern-
ment; and the governor tells us it 
is his personal contribution to the 
House; and these other 6 people are 
not entitled to it. In an atmosphere 
of that nature, it is clear that there 

can be no unity because it is not the 
words that we say in the front of 
television cameras that will bring 
unity. It is the actions that we take 
when nobody is watching.”

Abe said he frowned at the 
“politics of intolerance adopted by 
the state government, where the 
banners mounted by APC, wel-
coming the Acting President were 
pulled down by a PDP chieftain 
in the state.  We put up our ban-
ners to welcome you to this state, 
a leading member of PDP had the 
boldness to go and pull them down. 
We have reported the matter to the 
police. We believe that action must 
be taken so that the impunity that 
existed before can no longer exist 
under this administration.”

Speaking further, he alleged that 
it was regrettable that the state gov-
ernment at the forum was critical of 
the Federal Government on the issue 
of the Ogoni clean-up, but failed to 
admit that the UNEP Report was 
submitted six years ago, to the past 
administration, which made no ef-
fort to remedy the situation.

“I am from Ogoni; yesterday, 
when they were talking about 
Ogoni, the governor started by 
blaming the Federal Government for 
the things that have not been done. 
But, he failed to acknowledge that 
the UNEP Report was submitted 6 
years ago; and that in one year, this 
government has done more than 
any previous government,” Abe.

He commended Osinbajo for giv-
ing ‘other stakeholders’ the opportu-
nity to engage with him, considering 
their exclusion from the previous 
forum in Government House.
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W
h a t  i s  t h e 
s e c r e t  b e -
h i n d  y o u r 
a c h i e v e -
m e n t s  i n 

less than two years in office, 
unlike what is happening in 
other states?

Well, I don’t know about 
other governors but here in 
Kano State you know that 
since the election has come 
and gone we have to concen-
trate to do as much as we can 
to achieve much within the 
tenure of four years. Because 
of the economic recession in 
the country the first thing we 
did or have done was to re-
form our internally-generated 
revenue which is the main 
source of our revenue because 
the federal allocation is not 
even enough to pay salaries, 
so we had to re-oganise the 
board of internal revenue and 
secondly to reduce the cost of 
administration by reducing 
the number of ministries from 
nineteen to fourteen and all 
political office holders are on 
half salary.

And it made us to look in-
ward to be more focused and to 
be conscious of how we spend 
our money and then see how 
we can collect more taxes from 
people by indicating our capi-
tal projects that is where the 
money is going into, through 
signboards: that is tax payer’s 
projects. And that is giving me 
and the rest of my team a lot of 
motivation to do more.

Is there a special committee 
that is in charge of tax collec-
tion in Kano State?

Yes. We created a new board 
of internal which was indepen-
dent and we allowed the board 
to recruit its own chairman 
and a director, we also allowed 
the board to recruit a techni-
cal adviser and that is how we 
operate. So we believe that as 
we continue to do better in 
that regard, we shall continue 
to progress in bringing develop-
ment to our people.

Recently, the Emir of Kano, 
Malam Muhammadu Sanusi 
11 called for girl-child educa-
tion in Kano State and also 
advised Islamic leaders to 
convert the mosques into pri-
mary schools. What is your 
reaction?

Well, I don’t want him to be 
misunderstood or misquoted; 
he is not saying that we should 
convert our mosques to prima-
ry or any school at all. He said 
that mosques should be used to 

Our tax revolution is yielding the 
desired result - Ganduje
In this interview with Governor Abdullahi Umar Ganduje of Kano State, he spoke about 
his administration’s strides in health, education, agriculture, tax and other issues. Excerpts:

teach our children during their 
free period so that it can serve 
a dual purpose for children’s 
development in our society. 
And it is also important for 
teachers to go and teach in the 
mosque in Religious Studies, 
Arabic and even western edu-
cation during their free period.

You have made big strides 
in the development of educa-
tion in Kano State with teach-
ers’ salary alone amounting 
to N31billion in 2016. How 
are you sourcing fund to run 
education?

Well, I told you that we 
inaugurate d an e ducation 
committee for each local gov-
ernment and charged it with 
the responsibility of looking 
for funds from those who are 
well-to-do and those who are 
desiring and determined to do, 
and I think we have gone very 

far indeed.
What have you done in the 

area of agriculture knowing 
full well that agriculture is 
the main stay of the state?

We have done a lot to repo-
sition agriculture in the state 
since we came into office in 
2015.  First and foremost, we 
have tried to identify the real 
farmers and even went to 
the level of going from place 
to place in order to see the 
farmers in the farm, as well as 
ascertain the small, medium, 
and big farmers because our 
intervention programme will 
be of great importance to them.

W e  m a d e  ava i l ab l e  t h e 
sum of one hundred million 
(N100m) to the farmers as loan 
and improved seeds for those 
involved in dry season farming.

And als o we have sp ent 
N1bill ion on our fertil izer 

plant to put it in good shape 
and now it is working day and 
night and fertilizers are made 
available to all sectors of our 
farmers in the state, and from 
time to time I also go and visit 
the farmers to ensure that it is 
happening.

It is also said that your ad-
ministration has invested so 
much resources in the health 
sector as well. How true is 
that?

You see, a number of hos-
pitals were dilapidated, so we 
have to put in a lot of money 
to ensure that we put in place 
good health system for our 
people. But you know that the 
health sector is also a very 
wide s e ctor with s o many 
problems, especially when you 
examine the communicable 
diseases. Pertaining to polio, 
we had a tripod agreement 

with the Bill Gate Melinda and 
the Dangote Foundation. They 
sponsored the programme of 
the eradication of polio and 
luckily enough in the last two 
years, we have not had any 
outbreak of polio in the state.

But  the t ime for  tr ip o d 
agreement is over and now 
we are sponsoring it and it will 
continue. We also inherited 
some mega hospitals that were 
not completed about twelve 
years ago, so immediately I 
took over as governor we did 
assessment of abandonment 
and it was only 40 percent 
job that was done but now 
the buildings have been com-
pleted.

And we have ordered for 
modern equipment for the two 
hospitals amounting to N3bil-
lion and I believe that by the 
end of this month, everything 
will be completed and I will in-
vite Mr. President to come and 
commission it. So you can see 
that hospitals, especially in the 
urban areas, are congested but 
with these two new hospitals 
coming on board, I think we 
can decongest our hospitals 
and also get involved in the 
best practice in the health 
and hospital management. So 
that it will increase our efforts 
for various health services 
to the people of Kano State. 
You know that Kano State is 
the most populous state in the 
country and wherever you 
have high population, you will 
have problems of education, 
health and sanitation.

In few months’ time you 
will be marking your two 
years in office, and Kano State 
will be 50 years as a state. 
What are the preparations to 
celebrate Kano at 50?

Well, the preparation will 
be a gigantic, so we have ap-
pointed a committee of fifty 
members, well-experienced; 
some of them were in govern-
ment as permanent secretary, 
secretary to the state govern-
ment (SSG), as commissioners, 
and s ome were governors 
even in some states during 
the military regime. And so, 
who-is-who in Kano State have 
been made part of this fifty 
member-committee in order 
to advise us on what to do or 
how we should go about it. 
They will design programmes 
for us but what assure you is 
that it is going to be gigantic 
that is why we put people with 
probity in the fifty member-
ship committee. 

Governor Abdullahi Umar Ganduje



G
overnor Nye-
som Wike of 
Rivers State has 
taken over the 
task of lambast-

ing and tongue-lashing the 
Federal Government, ex-
actly where his arch-rival 
and enemy, Chibuike Roti-
mi Amaechi, left off about 
two years ago. This has 
made observers wonder if 
the present governor was 
proving Amaechi right.

When Amaechi, the 
immediate past governor 
of the oil-rich state was 
doing this, Wike, then a 
federal minister and ally 
of the former president 
(Goodluck Jonathan), coun-
tered Amaechi and labeled 
him as being antagonistic 
to the centre.

Amaechi had accused 
the Jonathan federal ad-
ministration of several 
acts of neglect ad margin-
alisation, even of diverting 
some projects from Rivers 
State to Bayelsa and also of 
making Rivers lose several 
oil wells that brought the 
state down from number 
oil state status. Wike de-
fended like a man fero-
ciously.

Now, on the visit of the 
Acting President, Yemi 
Osibanjo, Wike, now sitting 
where Amaechi used to sit, 
has started saying exactly 
what Amaechi used to say 
that was tagged rebellion 
and antagonism.

In welcoming his guest 
who came to seek ways of 
resolving the Niger Delta 
crisis so as to help the coun-
try earn $44billion in 2017 
(2.2mbpd @ $55 per barrel 
for 365 days), Wike accused 
the Federal Government of 
not being fair to the state 
that according to him, pro-
duced most of the wealth 
of the nation.

What Wike said of FG
Wike seemed to shock 

all by demanding for ac-
tion on the Soku oil wells, 
saying the FG must pay the 
proceeds to a suspended 
account till outcome of the 
dispute. This was Amae-
chi’s greatest offence to 
Jonathan and his FG just 
a couple of years back, an 
APC insider told newsmen 
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Former President Jonathan 

Tongue-lashing the 
Federal Government
…Wike takes over from Amaechi
…Demands for return of Soku oil wells as Amaechi did
…Accuses FG of not developing Rivers despite treasure base
…Cries out on PH Airport, Bonny Road, East West Road, etc, just like Amaechi did

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

the next day.
Wike was not done. He 

further said: “Rivers State 
alone accounts for not less 
than a third of Nigeria’s 
earnings from the export 
of hydrocarbon resources, 
yet there is little or nothing 
to show for the state’s con-
tributions to the national 
resource pool, which is 

being used on a massive 
scale to develop other parts 
of the country.

“Thus, the lack of tangi-
ble federal projects and de-
velopment attention from 
the Federal Government 
are some of the underly-
ing problems that must 
be addressed as quickly as 
possible to give our people 

a sense of belonging.”
The governor was quot-

ed as wondering why the 
Federal Government had 
refused to reciprocate the 
kind gestures of the Rivers 
State Government after all 
its positive investments. 

Wike urged the Federal 
Government to as a matter 
of urgency tackle cases of 

underdevelopment in the 
state. He urged the Federal 
Government to tackle the 
East West road, rehabilita-
tion of Port Harcourt Inter-
national Airport, Port Har-
court and Onne Seaports 
and the completion of the 
Bodo-Bonny road.

He regretted the failure 
of the Federal Govern-

ment to allow work to com-
mence on the construction 
of the 7th train of the Nige-
ria LNG Project in Bonny 
Land.

The governor appealed 
to the Federal Government 
to give life to the Ogoni 
cleanup project   which has 
remained dormant after it 
was flagged off. 

What Amaechi used 
to say

Amaechi had always ac-
cused the Jonathan admin-
istration of not initiating 
any single project in Rivers 
State in his six years in of-
fice. He dared Jonathan to 
a public debate to point out 
one project. This was seen 
as impudent on the then 
governor’s part.

Amaechi had accused 
the Federal Government 
of not caring about the 
East West Road and this 
was where the public rift 
between Amaechi and 
Jonathan began (though 
there were hidden issues) 
and the then Minister of 
Niger Delta Ministry (Oru-
bebe) took Amaechi up in 
a major fallout. The former 
president’s mother-in-law 
had to die on that road to 
cause a huge scandal and 
quick action on the East 
West Road.

Amaechi also openly 
pelted the former president 
for holding down the flag-
off of the NLNG 7th train 
that was expected to al-
most double the old capac-
ity and launch Nigeria to 
the 4th largest NLG power 
in the world. Amaechi said 
Jonathan insisted on Brass 
NLG in Bayelsa taking off 
before NLNG’s next train. 
The then president never 
responded to that accusa-
tion.

Amaechi also accused 
Jonathan of sitting on the 
UNEP Report (for three 
years) that awarded $1bil-
lion jobs to repair Ogoni 
environment. He also ac-
cused the Jonathan ad-
ministration of stopping 
two armoured helicopters 
that were ordered to fight 
kidnappers and oil thieves, 
two menaces that have 
overrun the state and the 
oil region at the moment. 
Now, Wike is also cry-
ing out against the FG on 
that, though many do not 
know which FG he was 
angry with, Jonathan’s or 
Buhari’s.

Amaechi used to lam-
bast Jonathan for sitting on 

Acting President, Yemi Osibanjo

Governor Nyesom Wike Rotimi Amaechi 
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Governor Okezie Ikpeazu

the N23billion World Bank 
water scheme fund via 
the African Development 
Bank that was expected 
to install a modern water 
reticulation system in the 
ever-increasing Garden 
City. There were many 
other accusations against 
the centre by Amaechi but 
these were seen as acts of 
insubordination.

Wike lists Rivers’ con-
tributions to Nigeria

Wike said Rivers was 
contributing hugely to the 
development of Nigeria. 
“Only recently, we spent 
over a million dollars to 
procure a sophisticated 
surveillance device for the 
use of the police and the 
DSS to facilitate the track-
ing and arrest of kidnap-
pers as well as rescue of 
kidnap victims in the state. 
Regrettably, this equip-
ment is stuck at the port 
because of the refusal of 
the Federal Government 
to grant the waiver that is 
needed.” (Fact; it was the 
Jonathan administration 
that clamped down on 
this despite contributing 
$15million to its procure-
ment from the US. The 
clampdown merely con-
tinues.)

The governor said his 
administration has sev-
erally demonstrated a 
commitment to Nigeria 
from the very beginning 
of his administration with 
discernible actions. “For 
instance, even without 
prompting from the Fed-
eral Government, we mo-
bilised some stakeholders 
to rehabilitate the East – 
West road, from Eleme 
junction to Onne junction, 
with about three billion 
naira. Today, that part of 
the road, which leads to the 
economic heartland of the 
nation, including the Onne 
Oil and Gas Free Zone is in 
good shape because of our 
singular efforts.

“Also, that Rivers State is 
least affected by the spate 
of attacks on oil pipelines 
and other facilities by mili-
tants is not by accident but 
by the deliberate and direct 
involvement of the state 
government in ensuring 
that these vital national 
economic infrastructure 
are protected and insulated 
from such ferocious attacks 
by the hoodlums.

“Furthermore, the State 
Government has spent and 
continues to spend a lot of 
money to support the secu-
rity agencies to fight crime 
and safeguarded lives and 
property in the State”. 

Governor Wike said de-
spite the contributions of 
Rivers State to the resource 
base of the nation, it has 
been denied access to de-
velopmental projects. 

He declared that his 
state was not in contention 
with the Federal Govern-

ment as he said Rivers State 
remains committed to the 
unity, progress and indivis-
ibility of the country  

Speaking last Monday 
at the Special Town Hall 
Meeting between the Act-
ing President Yemi Osin-
bajo and Rivers State Stake-
holders at the Government 
House, Port Harcourt, the 
governor said: “It is im-
portant for us to empha-
sise that the Government 
of Rivers State is not and 
cannot by any stretch of 
imagination be in conten-
tion with the Federal Gov-
ernment.”

What others said
Some selected leaders 

of the state spoke in sup-
port of Wike. The leader of 
the Elders of Rivers State, 
Onueze C.J. Okocha (SAN) 
said: “I want to state cat-
egorically that the govern-
ment and people of Rivers 
State do not consider that 
they are at war with the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

“This does not seem to 
be the case and in recent 
times, it would appear that 
the Federal Government 
and its ministries, depart-
ments and agencies have 
tended to act, or omitted 
to act, as if they have prob-
lems with Rivers State”.

In her address, an ac-
tivist chosen to speak 
on behalf of the women, 
Ankio Briggs, called on 
the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration to ensure 
that they restored the se-
curity details of Governor 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, 
otherwise Rivers women 
would provide security for 
the governor. 

Similarly, chairman of 

the Rivers State Council 
of Traditional Rulers, the 
king of Opobo, Dandeson 
Douglas Jaja, called for the 
restoration of the security 
of Governor Wike. He said 
failure to do so would mean 
that the Federal Govern-
ment wants the governor 
to come to harm.

Oil producing commu-
nities also demanded for 
developmental projects 
and empowerment of their 
people. 

What Osibanjo said and 
what he did in PH

In his much expected 
response, the Acting Presi-
dent assured the people of 
Rivers State that the Fed-
eral Government would 
tackle their grievances. 

Projects
Earlier, the governor 

had taken the special guest 
of honour to see his proj-
ects, just the way Amaechi 
did to Jonathan when he 
was yet acting president.

Osinbajo was made to 
flag off the reconstruction 
of the Doctors Quarters of 
the Braithwaite Specialist 
Memorial Hospital, (BSMH) 
Port Harcourt. 

Whilst laying the foun-
dation stone for the Doc-
tors Quarters of the state 
major hospital, (BSMH), 
Osinbajo said that the doc-
tors’ quarters would help 
in repositioning medicare 
in the state.

He said: “It is my special 
privilege to lay this founda-
tion stone of these doctors’ 
quarters at the Braithwaite 
Specialist Memorial Hos-
pital. It is very special be-
cause this is a special con-
tribution to the creation of 
access to healthcare in the 
country; and especially the 
welfare of doctors who do 
the commendable work of 
ensuring the health of the 
people.”

The quarters is said to 
have 22 units of three bed-
room flats with a com-
munity canteen and dedi-
cated water facility. The 
governor had said that the 
doctors’ quarters would 
be completed on schedule 
and in line with approved 
specifications. 

Osinbajo also inspected 
the ongoing construction 
of the Port Harcourt Plea-
sure Park, and was told it 
is the first of its kind in the 
country. 

He also inspected on-
going construction of the 
Rivers State Ecumenical 
Centre, aimed at unifying 
the Christian community 
in the state. 

The Acting President 
commended the governor 
on these projects, just as 
Jonathan said he was over-
whelmed by the sheer size 
of projects embarked upon 
then by Amaechi and even 
asked him how he hoped 
to find funds to complete 
them all. His fears later 
proved real. 

I
t is pleasant news for 
residents of Aba, par-
ticularly those residing 
or doing business on 

Port Harcourt road and en-
virons, following Abia State 
Government’s decision to 
rehabilitate the dilapidated 
road.

Port Harcourt road is 
strategic to the economy 
of the State, as it hosts 
machine tool fabricators, 
however, that road is not 
accessible at the moment.

Enyinnaya Ap ollos, 
chief press secretary to the 
Abia State Governor, who 
revealed this to BDSUN-
DAY, stated that work 
would commence on the 
failed road in about four 
weeks time.

According to him, “Bear-
ing in mind that all Federal 
roads leading into Aba, in-
cluding Port Harcourt and 
Ikot-Ekpene Roads were 
left to deteriorate for many 
years, Abia State Govern-
ment is already concluding 
plans to engage Setraco 
Construction Company that 
is already working on Faulk 
Road to also move to Port 
Harcourt Road Aba.

“The truth is that Port 
Harcourt Road in Aba, is 
not just bad, but completely 
not motorable and the good 
news is that Governor Ik-
peazu cannot continue to 
wait for the Federal Gov-
ernment, consequently,  
he is going ahead to reha-
bilitate  Port Harcourt road 
with the same standard on 
Faulks Road, where Setraco 

is currently working,” he 
said.

He urged Aba residents 
to be patient with the State 
Government, which ac-
cording to him, has good 
plans for the commercial 
city in the days ahead.

Bonnie Iwuoha, State’s 
commissioner for Informa-
tion had expressed opti-
mism that there are strong 
plans to get Port Harcourt 
road renovated this year 
(2017).

He therefore appealed 
to residents to continue to 
pray for Governor Ikpeazu, 
and cooperate with his Gov-
ernment and Government 
functionaries to deliver his 
promises to them.

“The contractors, who 
are working in Aba, need 
the support of all Abians 
and residents of Aba, there-

fore let people support them 
and protect their equip-
ment and let people encour-
age them, because better 
days are ahead”.

In his words, “And after 
Faulks road, other roads will 
also get attention. There is a 
very strong plan to get Port 
Harcourt road renovated 
and one is optimistic that 
2017 is going to see a brand 
new PortHarcourt road in 
Aba and people in Aba will 
be very happy.

“Other roads are also 
coming up as God blesses 
us with funds, better things 
are going to happen to Abi-
ans and Aba people in par-
ticular.

I w u o h a ,  h o w e v e r 
thanked God for seeing the 
people through 2016-the 
year of recession.

He urged all Abians to 
maintain their faith and 
confidence in God that He 
who started it all, who al-
lowed them to go through 
this period, will also see 
them through it and give 
them b etter moments 
ahead of time.

He urged Abians to con-
tinue to pray for the Gov-
ernor and his Government 
that God would continue to 
use him to do good works.

 “Let God protect him, in 
his going out and coming 
in. even if it is for the sake 
of Abians, let God let the 
economy to improve, so that 
Abia State, could have more 
money to embark on good 
developmental projects.

Meanwhile, as rehabili-
tation of Faulks road con-
tinues after the yuletide, 
the State Government has 
started the reconstruction 
of St Pauls road-off Aba 
Owerri Road, to provide 
alternative route for mo-
torists plying Ariaria and 
Ossisioma axis.

It will also decongest 
traffic on Aba-Owerri and 
Faulks roads, as construc-
tion on Faulks road inten-
sifies.

Omenazu and Umua-
tako roads all in Umungasi, 
are also currently under 
rehabilitation, while adjoin-
ing Amaechi and Nwigwe 
streets, would take their 
turns in a matter of days.

It is expected that these 
roads will further provide 
diversions away from bad 
portions of Federal Govern-
ment owned Aba-Owerri 
road, as well as, link patrons 
to Ariaria, through Faulks 
road and Omenazu.

Meanwhile, MCC road 
linking Aba-Owerri road 
to Faulks road from Abayi 
area to Ariaria interna-
tional market is also un-
der rehabilitation and job 
expected to be completed 
within weeks.

Abia moves to rehabilitate 
Port Harcourt road, Aba
GODFREY OFURUM, Aba

The contractors, 
who are work-

ing in Aba, need 
the support of 
all Abians and 

residents of Aba, 
therefore let 

people support 
them and protect 
their equipment 

and let people 
encourage them, 

because better 
days are ahead

The lack of 
tangible fed-

eral projects and 
development 

attention from 
the Federal 

Government are 
some of the un-
derlying prob-
lems that must 
be addressed as 
quickly as pos-
sible to give our 
people a sense 
of belonging
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InsIde Aso Rock
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together, those reported and 
some unreported even the 
ones he chose not to par-
ticipate in. When he said that, 
murmurings were heard in 
the audience, i could bet the 
governors were asking each 
other what did we do that was 
shrouded in secrecy. Well, 
that is left to them.

ac c ording to Mimiko 
“imagine a vertically en-
dowed (taller) oshiomhole 
with that mouth, nigeria will 
not rest”.

You know states have 
been said to be the bedrock 
of most of the problems in the 
country with their bloated 
retinue of staff, convoys, and 
all sorts. as at today, some 
states are still owing backlog 
of staff salaries despite receiv-
ing the Paris debt refund, oh 
lest i forget, some governors 
are yet to receive their own 
share and while joking about 
their colleague they remind-
ed the acting President that 
they were yet to get their own 
package.

oshiomhole asked his 
friend Mimiko to join the 
ruling all Progressives con-
gress (aPc) party that night 
just so he can become one of 
the governors that produced a 
sitting governor. he mouthed 
Mimiko so much while he just 
stood by him smiling. Mimiko 
in his cool way of talking 
asked governors to recreate 
and re-engineer the image 
of governance in nigeria. For 
him, the governors are sup-
posed to be the cEos of the 
state but delude themselves 
as they do not have the req-
uisite power.

he said the government 
obviously directed at osin-
bajo needs to look for ways of 
empowering governors to be 
more effective in the running 
of their states.

between me and you, 
please what else do they 
need? More money or more 
power, i am left wondering, 
i can look at it if you point 
me there.

before i take a bow, let me 
wish the wife of the Presi-
dent, aisha buhari, a belated 
birthday (her birthday was 
on the 17th, Friday) and a 
more prosperous, happy days 
in the living room and not the 
other room. i wish you well 
Ma’am buhari.

you and say there is an urgen-
cy that the government needs 
to adopt. We are standing in 
one spot for too long.

the hunger and suffer-
ing in the land are real. add 
up to the wait while Presi-
dent Muhammadu buhari 
is on indefinite vacation, it 
is becoming unbecoming or 
unbearable, even.

almost two years after, 
board appointments are still 
pending, we have too many 
people on acting positions at 
the helm of different depart-
ments and agencies.

While nigerians have not 
forgotten that you continue to 
assure us that everything will 
fall in place with the launch 
of the economic recovery 
plan, we do not believe that 
things will suddenly start to 
move when that happens. if 
you mean to do something, 
just do and get it over with 
and if we need any sort of ex-
ample that things can actually 
move please take a peek at the 
new United States President, 
Donald trump, actually in 
the context that he is getting 
things done and moving like 
a bulldozer.

So back to the “long and 
short of the matter”. this cli-
che was crafted during a vale-
dictory dinner held in honour 
of two outgoing governors on 
Wednesday. comrade adams 
oshiomole, former governor 
of Edo State and the outgoing 
governor of ondo State, Dr. 
olusegun Mimiko popularly 
called “the iroko”.

So picture the iroko and 
the former comrade gov-
ernor standing beside each 
other and the person on the 
microphone just couldn’t 
help concluding that this 
was the long and short of the 
matter. that just trended in 
the aso rock through the 
rest of the week as well as 
amongst colleagues.

at the dinner, a first of its 
kind, which held at the State 
house conference centre a lot 
of banters were thrown by 
governors who always made 
reference to the class of short 
people. this class is chaired by 
the acting President and has 
as its members in the likes of 
Kaduna State governor, nasir 
El-rufai and oshiomhole (i 
didn’t tell you that).

So they went on and on 
about a member of their class 
being in charge and how that 
one of them was leaving.

they spoke freely despite 
party affiliations, without 
rancor for each other. i have 
heard of the many sides of 
oshiomhole but that night? 
it was something else. the 
rebellious part of him almost 
came up while speaking, he 
hinted that as members of the 
forum they had done things 

The long and short 
of the matter

What ordinary Niger Delta 
people want from FG

a 
cross section of ni-
ger Delta people 
lauded the visit of 
the acting Presi-
dent to rivers 

State and the perceived capital 
of the oil rich but insisted on 
the release and implemen-
tation of the first national 
conference reports in nigeria.

the support for the acting 
President’s visit to the region 
was visibly and outwardly 
shown but the demand for 
the release of the decisions 
reached at the conference 
otherwise known as confab 
reports, was heavy in their 
hearts.

according to our corre-
spondent who spoke with 
some people on the day osin-
bajo visited, the demand for 
the implementation of the 
confab report cut across party, 
ethnic and state lines and 
boundaries.

 a chief, Sampson agbaru, 
a onetime secretary to the 
rivers State government 

and a member of the national 
conference, said the visit 
of the acting President was 
the best thing to happen to 
the niger Delta in recent 
time, because it was a direct 
talk and not talking from a 
distance, but insisted that 
the confab report should be 
implemented.

 For him, if the reports are 
discarded, how would people 
know what it contained? “and 
remember that we the niger 
Delta people walked out of 
the conference and for the 
fact that we walked out, the 
report should be made known 
to show why we walked out 
because nigerians did not care 
to find out our reason for stag-
ing a walk out.”

a cleric, romel Emenike, 
who also spoke with the 
bDSUnDaY insisted that the 
confab report be made known, 
if the Federal government was 
sincere in its approach to solv-
ing the niger Delta problems 
and that of nigeria in general. 

“to me, the visit is neces-
sary in dual purposes. one is 
that the Federal government 
was ready to tackle the cause 

l
ast week at the aso 
rock Presidential Vil-
la, as has been the case 
recently, ended on a 

very interesting note with 
the cliche “the long and short 
of the matter”.

i cannot remember work-
ing this hard as a reporter 
under this administration 
and again it leaves me won-
dering. acting President Yemi 
osinbajo was all over the 
place and i wondered what 
he was made of. he did two 
states, rivers, and imo then 
returned on Wednesday 
morning to hold one of the 
longest meetings, back to 
back and continued again 
thursday.

on Wednesday, osinbajo 
and the Federal Executive 
council held one of the lon-
gest meetings since this ad-
ministration took office. For 
seven hours. it was disturbing 
as it has really not happened 
before. they took a break to 
allow those who had to go 
pray, to do so and have lunch 
too. before now FEc meetings 
lasted anything between two 
to four hours and on very rare 
occasions five hours.

When i say the long wait 
was disturbing, i  do not 
mean it in a negative way, 
it was impressive, to see that 
they were actually making 
more effort as a cabinet to 
get something done. We 
waited and ran out each 
time we saw a minister 
come out, it turned out they 
had to leave to catch their 
flights for other engage-
ments. We kept wondering 
what they were discussing 
that kept them inside for 
that long. 

i later overheard some of 
the cabinet members talking 
among themselves, complain-
ing that they were arguing 
about the same thing over 
and over. they consumed 
enough cups of coffee or tea 
as the case may be. Well, 
at the post-FEc briefing i 
finally understood that they 
were making input into the 
Economic recovery growth 
Plan (ErgP).

laudable right? i thought 
so too. the question is if they 
had been working like this 
would things have changed? 
Just may be.

While i am hoping that 
these long meetings, in turn, 
yield more results and disclos-
ing that i am almost becoming 
a believer that things can 
actually change in the life of 
this administration, i can also 
bet that there are discussions 
that have been made behind 
those closed doors that are yet 
to be stamped.

the long and short of the 
matter, Mr. acting President, 
this is the time that i turn to 

of the dwindling economy 
and nose-diving revenue occa-
sioned by the oil and revenue 
fall. the second is the problem 
of insecurity and militancy in 
the niger Delta and to find or 
have dialogue and advocacy 
with the people,” Emenike said.

 apart from these facts, 
romel explained that the steps 
taken by the acting President 
and the Federal government 
to come to the niger Delta 
and to explain things were 
okay, but he however, said 
that the lasting solution to the 
country’s problem lies with 
the confab reports and its 
implementation.

“it is important to imple-
ment the report because emi-
nent nigerians reached at 
good decisions about this na-
tion there. and for the fact 
that over n7billion was spent 
on it, makes it a must to be 
implemented,” he said.

irene inimgba, a former 
majority leader in the rivers 
State house of assembly, not-
ed that the visit was important 
but could not exhaustively 
conclude all the matters in 
question and therefore like 
others, called for the confab 
report which she noted has 
far-reaching solutions to the  
problems in the “Southern 
Kaduna and the  militancy in 
the niger Delta.”

Jaspa Jumbo, a professor 
and niger Delta activist, de-
scribed the visit as a good 
development to the grassroots 
and to debunk the rumour 
that the state was at war or at 
loggerheads with the Federal 
government.

 “one or two day visit can-
not solve our problems, we 
need a comprehensive report 
like the one at the confab,” 
Jumbo said.
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Osinbajo, acting president of nigeria

assembly seeks further 
clarification on ...

non inclusion of bu-
sary award  will create 
untold hardship for the 
students.

the provision of bur-
sary award in 2017 bud-
get according to him 
has become imperative 
to cushion the effect of 
current economic pre-
dicament in the coun-
try.

he therefore ap-
pealed to his colleagues 
to suggest a specific 
amount in the budget to 
cater for bursary allow-
ance to give indigenes 
of the state in tertiary 
institutions a sense of 

belonging.
Mathew okedare, the 

Deputy Speaker who 
presided over plenary 
supported the position 
of abdulrahman and 
called for the appropria-
tion of specific amount 
in 2017 budget for bur-
sary award. he noted 
that such gesture would 
be of assistance to sev-
eral indigents parents.

S a h e e d  Po p o o l a , 
chairman of the house 
committee on informa-
tion, called for declara-
tion of state of emer-
gency in Kwara agric 
sector.

he stressed that the 
fund earmarked for the 

development of agri-
culture in the state was 
too inadequate to truly 
develop agricultural 
activities in the state.

hassan oyeleke, the 
leader of the house, lat-
er moved a motion for 
the passage of the sec-
ond reading of the 2017 
Kwara appropriation 
bill which was unani-
mously supported by 
all members.

the Deputy Speak-
er directed the house 
committee on Finance 
and appropriation to 
further work on the 
budget and report to 
the house on 21st Feb-
ruary, 2017.

Continued from page  9



Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
via his twitter handle con-
firmed @YakubDogara 

meeting with President Mu-
hammadu Buhari on Wednes-
day in London where he is 
currently receiving treatment 
for undisclosed ailment. Also on 
the same trip via a Presidential 
Jet were Senate President Bu-
kola Saraki and Distinguished 
Senator Ahmad Lawan, the 
Leader of the Senate. According 
to Mr. Speaker, “President is as 
fit as a fiddle,” adding that after 
burning national issues, it was 
all PMB’s vintage humorous 
jokes. I am so elated he is fit as a 
fiddle,” Dogara’s twitter message 
relayed on Thursday read, ac-
cording to the statement issued 
by the Speaker’s special Adviser 
on Media and Public Affairs.

Beyond that, Nigerians are 
waiting earnestly for the 2017 
Appropriation Bill to be passed 
by the National Assembly. The 
lawmakers are expected to 
resume on Tuesday, 21th Febru-
ary to further their legislative 
activities for the year. Of course, 
last week was full of several 
activities ranging from budget 
defence by Ministries, Depart-
ments and Agencies (MDAs) as 
well as investigative hearings. 
Some of agencies including Na-

tional Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS), Federal Ministry of 
Communications and NIPOST 
as well as National Primary 
Healthcare Development Agen-
cy (NPHDA), National Centre 
for Disease Control (NCDC) 
were stepped down by some 
of the standing committees for 
various reasons ranging from 
inconsistencies, non-appear-
ance before sub-committees 
set up to audit their accounts, 
among others.

Meanwhile, other MDAs 
including Federal Ministries of 
Health, Solid Minerals, Power, 
Works and Housing and vari-
ous agencies under their pur-
view had hitch-free engage-
ments with various standing 
committees.

While Nigerians look for-
ward to getting out of reces-
sion, concerns were raised 
by some Clerks over the non-
availability of funds for the 
standing committees to engage 
the Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs). But while 
reacting to inquiry at the week-
end, Hon. Abdulrasak Namdas, 
chairman, House Committee on 
Media and Publicity assured 
that the House will stop at 
nothing to get the job done and 
resume plenary session at the 

expiration of the three weeks 
break, which elapses on the 21st 
February, 2017. At one of the 
budget defence sessions held 
on Thursday, Ibrahim Magu, 
acting Chairman of Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) gave vivid account 
of the level of corruption being 
perpetuated by two privileged 
Nigerians, who stocked $9.750 
million and £750,000 in their 
residences in Kaduna and N1.25 
billion a fortnight ago. Accord-
ing to the document submit-
ted by the Commission to the 
House Committee on Financial 
Crimes, chaired by Kayode 
Oladele, the Commission re-
covered N102,913,791,217.54; 
$8,296,313.99; GBP 29,155; 
£12,475; 117,004 Canadian 
Dollar; 806.50 DIRHAM; 5,000 
FRANCS and 2,000 RUPE as 
proceeds of crime between 
January and December 2016. 
Out of the 37 accounts frozen/
forfeited, six banks are yet to 
provide relevant information 
on the amount accrued into 
the suspected accounts within 
the period under review. The 
records further showed that 
the commission secured 135 
convictions, out of which 46 
were from Lagos zone, 30 from 
Abuja zone, 22 from Port Har-

court zone, 19 from Kano zone, 
15 from Enugu zone and three 
from Gombe zone respectively. 
Likewise on Wednesday, the 
Committee on Public Petitions 
queried the Bureau of Pub-
lic Enterprises (BPE) over the 
unilateral reduction of the N3 
billion expected revenue from 
concession of Iwopin Paper 
Mill.

I want to believe that Nigeria 
is making headway in solving 
the problem of importation of 
refined petroleum product into 
the country, despite the huge 
crude oil deposit that we have 
across the Niger Delta region. 
Precisely on Tuesday, Ibe Ka-
chikwu, Minister of State for Pe-
troleum Resources assured that 
efforts are ongoing to reduce 
importation 60 percent by end 
of 2018, in line with President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Kachikwu who appeared 
before the Adhoc committee 
mandated to review of pe-
troleum pricing template for 
Premium Motor Spirit (PMS) 
chaired by Nnana Igbokwe, 
did put the Minister to task 
on several issues bothering 
on forex challenges and agita-
tions by oil marketers which 
hindered them from importing 
petroleum products. All of these 

challenges if well addressed 
will no doubt bring succor to 
Nigerians.

Of course, Monday, 13th to 
Wednesday, 15th February, 
2017 has been scheduled for 
public hearing on 2017 budget. 
The exercise is expected to 
provide opportunities for vari-
ous interest groups including 
Manufacturers Association of 
Nigeria (MAN), Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC), Trade Union 
Congress (TUC), Students, Trad-
ers and the general public to 
make input into the various 
projects to be financed and 
executed for the year. This ef-
fort is really commendable but 
more importantly all Nigerians 
should call for accountability 
and value for service in the 
process of implementing the 
budget.

Dogara, London visit and challenge of office

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

J
ust when I thought the 
controversy surround-
ing padded budget has 
been confined to the 
dustbin, I was proved 

wrong.
Three months after President 

Muhammadu Buhari assured 
that the 2017 budget would 
not be padded, the matter has 
resurfaced like an ‘Abiku’ in the 
National Assembly.

In one of the budget defence 
sessions last week, Minister of 
Works, Power and Housing, 
Babatunde Fashola shocked the 
Senate Committee on Lands, 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment when he disowned the 
sum of N2billion voted for Re-
gional Housing Scheme in the 
appropriation bill.

The former Lagos State Gov-
ernor heaped the blame on the 
Ministry of Finance for allocat-

ing the amount in the 2017 bud-
getary profile of the Ministry of 
Housing.

Worried by the development, 
Chairman of the committee 
Barnabas Gemade (APC, Benue 
North East) asked the committee 
clerk to write the Finance Min-
ister Kemi Adeosun to appear 
before it for explanation.

This came barely 24 hours 
after a coalition of non-govern-
mental organisations pointed 
out that N151.5billion can be 
saved in this year’s budget if 
frivolous and wasteful line items 
are expunged. This happened 
at a three-day public hearing 
on the 2017 budget, first of its 
kind organised by the National 
Assembly.

With over 44 submissions 
from civil society organisa-
tions, resource persons and top 
government officials, one major 
issue that occupied front burner 
at the event is the secrecy sur-
rounding  the National Assem-
bly budget.

With N115billion appropriat-
ed to the National Assembly this 
year, Senate President Bukola 
Saraki, who doubles as chair-
man of the National Assembly, 
has reneged on every promise to 
open the budget of the National 
Assembly to the public.

Ironically, the sacked Sen-

ate Leader Ali Ndume, at the 
debate on general principles of 
the budget, added his voice to 
calls for the National Assembly 
to make its own budget public 
and was immediately compen-
sated to chair the Committee 
on Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), a ‘juicy’ 
panel.

With N23.347 billion bud-
geted in 2003, the National 
Assembly’s appropriation now 
stands at N115 billion, represent-
ing over 492 percent rise in 13 
years.

Since 2010, the parliament’s 
budget has become a single line 
item in the national budget, after 
public scrutiny of the N154 bil-
lion budget that year forced the 
then Senate President David 
Mark to conceal the National 
Assembly budget from public 
scrutiny.

Nigerians are eager to know 
details of how the National As-
sembly’s jumbo allocations are 
spent, especially how much 
members earn in salaries and 
allowances. 

The secrecy associated with 
the National Assembly budget 
has been partly attributed to 
why the Accountant General 
of the Federation cannot deter-
mine the actual performance of 
the national budget.

Like the Latin maxim goes: 
“He who comes into equity must 
come with clean hands”. If the 
8th National Assembly pledged 
accountability and transpar-
ency as part of its Legislative 
Agenda, the best way to do this 
is to make its finances open to 
public scrutiny.

The attitude of the parlia-
ment scrutinizing the budgets 
of the Executive and Judiciary, 
while concealing its own from 
the public is like trying to take off 
the speck from another person’s 
eye and ignoring the log in your 
own eye.

It’s exactly one month since 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
left for London on medical va-
cation, leaving Nigerians in the 
dark on his true state of health.

Rather than communicate 
to Nigerians through Skype to 
douse the tension,

Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on Media and 
Publicity, Garba Shehu who ad-
mitted not having direct contact 
with him but relying on those 
around the President, insisted 
that the President is hale and 
hearty.

In what is clearly a discordant 
tune, wife of the President Aisha 
Buhari urged Nigerians to pray 
for her husband.

Despite the photographs and 

phone calls, Nigerians deserve 
to know the status of their Presi-
dent’s health. The lingering 
doubts and controversy as to his 
true state of health would have 
been laid to rest by a simple ad-
dress to Nigerians from London. 
If he could talk to President 
of the United States Donald 
Trump on phone and host Sen-
ate President Bukola Saraki and 
Speaker, House of Representa-
tives Yakubu Dogara, what will 
it take him to address Nigerians 
from London to clear the air?

The argument that the Presi-
dent has a right to his privacy 
does not hold water, as he is a 
public figure. The moment one 
assumes public office, one looses 
absolute privacy and becomes 
largely a public property. 

If it was okay for the then Ac-
tion Congress (AC) spokesperson 
Lai Mohammed to demand for 
‘daily briefing’ on Late President 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua’s health 
condition, the goal post should 
not be shifted in Buhari’s case. 

Since the 1999 Constitution 
is silent on the number of days 
the President can be absent from 
office, perhaps this is the perfect 
time for the National Assem-
bly to amend the constitution, 
giving time limit of when the 
number one citizen can be away 
from office. 

2017 budget, Buhari’s health and other matters  
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T
wo governors of the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP), Ayodele 
Fayose and Nyesom Wike of Ekiti 
and Rivers States, respectively, 
have remained serious nemeses 

to the ruling party, All Progressives Congress 
(APC). The more the broom party tries to 
emasculate the twin voices, which unargu-
ably remain the only opposition voices in the 
country, the louder they scream to the roof 
tops. To the APC family, Fayose and Wike 
are gadflies.

The PDP, which held the reins of power 
in the country for straight 16 years, was 
roundly defeated in the last general election 
by the APC. Shortly before the elections, it 
was obvious that the PDP had fallen out of 
favour with a larger percentage of the popu-
lace. Its candidate at the presidential race, who 
also was an incumbent, saw the handwriting 
on the wall even before the contest.

As soon as the elections were over, Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari, who rode to 
power on the back of profuse belief by many 
Nigerians that the Katsina-born onetime 
head of state was integrity-personified, did 
not waste time to label the immediate past 
administration as a band of robbers who 
pauperised the country by lining their indi-
vidual pockets.

Hardly had his inauguration was over 
than he began to clamp down on real and 
perceived looters of the nation’s purse. He be-
gan to pick the vocal voices, particularly, those 
whose verbal attacks were virulent during 
the campaign period. By the time he finished 
with them, the PDP became castrated and 
totally lost its voice as an opposition. The 
verbal salvos that used to be fired by the likes 
of Olisa Metuh, the then publicity secretary 
of the PDP, got drowned.

Metuh, it would be recalled, was slammed 
with corruption allegations and docked on a 
number of times. He went in and out of the 
courts for some time and in the process lost 
his ravishing facial appeal. His health also 
suffered, and at a point, reports had it that 
his family intervened by promising to pay 
back some staggering amount of money to 
let him off the hook. Since then, the man, 
who in March 2014, had branded the APC 
manifesto as a product of “janjaweed ideol-
ogy” “a roadmap to anarchy”, appears to have 
slipped into oblivion.

Had Metuh been around and vibrant 
now, with all that is happening in the current 

When is Okorocha going to London?

The PDP ‘bad’ boys

administration, he would have given more 
jobs to the lexicographers updating Nigeria’s 
lexicon.

With the likes of Metuh missing in action, 
the APC is bulldozing its way in the absence 
of organised opposition in the land. The PDP 
as a party appears very challenged with 
internal wrangling, the solution of which is 
not in sight.

But the presence of Fayose and Wike, 
analysts say, may have, to some extent, kept 
the fire of opposition aglow.

Fayose has single-handedly constituted 
himself as a vibrant opposition. Since he 
defeated the then governor of Ekiti State, 
Kayode Fayemi, through his popular “stom-
ach infrastructure” ideology, he has estab-
lished himself as “man of the people”, who 
fights for the common man. During the 2015 
general election, his campaign against Buhari 
was intense and he left no one in doubt of 
his disapproval of the former head of state to 
return as a civilian governor.

Close to two years now after the inaugura-
tion of the Buhari administration, Fayose has 
continued on the firing line. He has refused to 
be cowed by all manner of threats, intimida-
tions and mounting variegated allegations 
against him.

He has variously condemned the Federal 
Government’s style of graft fighting, alleging 
that it is skewed against members of the op-
position. Fayose is not comfortable with the 
apparent lack-lustre handling of herdsmen’s 
bloody activities across the country. He virtu-

My instinct tells me that Gov-
ernor Rochas Okorocha of 
Imo State may be getting 

ready for a visit to President Mu-
hamadu Buhari in London. Okorocha’s 
journey would be at the instance of 
Progressive Governors’ Forum which 
he chairs. He is likely to make the 
journey in the company of about two 
others; one from the South and the 
other from the North, for geographical 
representation.

You see, since the president left the 
country on vacation to London, some 
high profile individuals had visited 
him, and it has always provided photo 
opportunities.

First, it was the President with 
members of his family, particularly 
the one who was said to belong in the 

ally disagrees with the Buhari administration 
at all fronts.

Governor Nyesom Wike of Rivers State is 
another “bad boy” that doesn’t allow the gov-
ernment at the centre to sleep with two eyes 
closed. The battle may have started when 
the former governor and now minister of 
transport, Chibuike Amaechi, fought former 
president Goodluck Jonathan to a standstill. 
For Wike to become governor of Rivers, he  
saw ninety-nine. It was a supremacy war 
between the PDP and APC. Whereas, the 
broom party wanted to retain the state, field-
ing Dakuku Peterside, the PDP also tried to 
show that the state originally belonged to it. 
It was a pitched battle that claimed a number 
of innocent lives. Genuine peace has been on 
holiday ever since the gubernatorial election 
was won and lost.

During the struggle for the soul of Riv-
ers between Amaechi/Peterside’s APC and 
Wike’s PDP, the later had course to suspect 
that unseen hands from Abuja was in the 
fight. When during his celebrations after 
series of victories at the tribunal and differ-
ent courts, the opponents jeered instead of 
cheering him, Wike alleged that they were 
out for a mischief. Today, the governor has 
continued to talk tough against the APC. His 
constant vituperation may have earned him 
the withdrawal of his security details, yet he 
remains uncowed. He accuses the party of 
intolerance and not adopting the principle 
of “live and let live.”

Before the recent rerun elections in Riv-

for nice shots with President Buhari 
and one was chosen which went viral 
on social media and the print media. 
As if to say “we too must have a piece 
of the action,” Bukola Saraki, Senate 
president, Dogara, speaker of the 
House Representatives and Ahmed 
Ibrahim Lawan, Senate Leader, all 
rushed to London to bring the Presi-
dent greetings from the National As-
sembly, and to assure him that “bitter 
politics” does not come in when the 
issue of health comes up. They also sat 
ensconced with the President for the 
photo-ops. At last, two of the pictures 
were ferried to the media houses to 
convince the doubting Thomases 
that the president is “in high spirit” 
and “hale and hearty.” Now, APC 
founders have visited, leadership 

ers, Wike took it upon himself to double 
as the PDP national publicity secretary. He 
used every opportunity to reel out real and 
perceived plans by the APC to win or its plots 
to hijack the process and foist its own people 
on the indigenes of the state.  

The other day, when the report of the 
Police panel set up to investigate allegations 
that bordered on bribery or compromise of 
INEC officials was made public and it was 
alleged that the governor may have a hand 
in it, Wike screamed to high heavens, saying 
that it was a ploy by the APC to give the dog 
a bad name just to hang it.

The inability of the Buhari administra-
tion to live up to its campaign promises may 
have begun to erode or has already eroded 
many people’s confidence in him. It is being 
perceived that President Buhari is not deal-
ing with issues in the spirit of democracy, 
but in line with the totalitarian ideology of a 
military man. His handling of the war against 
corruption may not have boded very well 
with many people who point fingers at him, 
screaming “discriminatory”. It is the belief of 
many critics that the seemingly muscling of 
the opposition by the Federal Government is 
not in tandem with the principle of democ-
racy which allows for free speech.

 The PDP may be considering sending the 
two men to London to greet the President; 
after all, opposition party should not be left 
out in the exercise. But what is not sure is 
whether their visit would be the needed tonic 
for Buhari’s quick recovery. 

parlour and other room; then our own 
beloved Jagaban, the Asiwaju and lion 
of Bourdillon, Ahmed Bola Tinubu 
himself with Bisi Akande, a former 
governor of Osun State. They posed 

of the National Assembly has gone; 
then governors will be on their way. 
When they return, the judiciary will 
be considering a journey to London- 
at least to use one stone to kill two 
birds. Walter Onnoghen, the acting 
CJN, whose confirmation sparked a 
row recently, would likely lead the 
delegation to thank the President for 
appointing one of their own as the 
CJN and to bid him “get well quick.” 
So, by the time these journeys must 
have been made, Nigeria would have 
further bled economy-wise. Do you 
know why? The country-in-recession 
bears the huge transport cost to and 
from London on First Class; the accom-
modation, feeding, shopping and huge 
estacodes. Well, that’s the price of bad 
leadership. Nigeria we hail thee!

Ayodele Fayose Nyesom Wike



U
nlike succes-
sive admin-
istrations in 
Nigeria since 
I n d e p e n -

dence who have proved 
not to be as farsighted, the 
British colonial adminis-
trators knew early on the 
role modern transporta-
tion was going to play in 
promoting and sustaining 
the expanding market 
economy that colonial Ni-
geria was fast becoming. 
Indeed, when Lord Fred-
erick Lugard, in the wake 
of colonial rule, stated 
that “the material devel-
opment of Africa may be 
summed up in one word 
– Transport”, he merely 
echoed the sentiments of 
the colonial authorities. 

With this conviction, 
therefore, the British co-
lonialists turned first to 
the waterways, which 
formed the main traffic 

Railway and Nigeria’s 
economic development

What home seekers need 
to know about NHF

lines between the coast 
and the hinterland. The 
second port of call was 
the railway, described as 
“the White Hope of the 
19th century” because 
of its proven capacity 
to transform traditional 
economies and societies 
in Europe and America. 
And then roads. But it was 
the railway which practi-
cally “rewrote the econom-
ic geography of Nigeria”, to 
quote Onwuka Njoku, emi-
nent professor of African 
History at the University 
of Nigeria Nsukka.

In his Economic History 
of Nigeria 19th and 20th 
Centuries, Njoku amply 
demonstrates the “con-
siderable”, and sometimes 
“revolutionary”, impact of 
rail transport on the colo-
nial economy of Nigeria.

In Njoku’s account, the 
earliest railway line run-
ning from Lagos into the 
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Yoruba hinterland was 
to begin from Ebute Metta 
and run through Abeo-
kuta-Ilaro. Construction 
work on the line com-
menced at Iddo in 1898, 
got to Ibadan by 1901, 
and from there to Jebba 
on the Niger in 1909. The 
line advanced to Kano in 
1911, and the Lagos-Kano 
route was opened to traf-
fic on January 1, 1912. 
Subsequently, a perma-
nent bridge across the Ni-
ger was constructed and 
opened to traffic in 1914.

At the same time, 
Lugard, who was at the 
time the governor of the 
Northern Provinces, in 
1901 began construction 
of a rail line from Zunge-
ru to Kaduna. This was 
followed in 1907 with 
another line from Baro 
on the Niger to Kano via 
Zungeru and Zaria, and 
in 1914 the Bauchi Light 

Railway to Bukuru (Jos 
Plateau) was constructed 
to serve the tin mines.

On the Eastern axis, 
the discovery of coal at 
Udi (Enugu) in 1909 neces-
sitated the construction of 
an Eastern rail line, coal 
being of strategic impor-
tance to British economic 
interests. Construction 
work began from Port 
Harcourt in 1913, got to 
the coal mines in 1916, 
advanced northwards 
past Makurdi after World 
War I, and joined the 
Western line in Kaduna 
in 1926. A bridge was built 
across the Benue River at 
Makurdi in 1932.

During the interwar 
years (1919-1939), new 
lines were constructed 
and linked to the skeletal 
national grid (the West-
ern and Eastern lines). 
These include Zaria-
Kaura Namoda, Ifo-Idogo 
and the extension of the 
main line northeastwards 
to Nguru in 1930.

“The lines magnetised 
the European firms from 
the coast to the hinterland 
and this resulted in the 
emergence of chains of 
the firms’ trading depots 
on the lines. In the West, 
such depots appeared at 
Abeokuta, Ibadan, Oshog-
bo, Ilaro and Ilorin; in the 
North at Kano, Kaduna, 
Kafanchan and Jos; in 
the East at Port Harcourt, 
Aba, Umuahia, Uzuako-
li, Enugu, Otukpo and 

Makurdi,” Njoku writes.
“These locations be-

came immediately the 
focal points of trade and 
new frontiers of econom-
ic opportunities, attract-
ing local traders from 
the immediate and more 
distant communities. It 
is instructive that most 
urban centres which 
emerged during colonial 
times were to be found on 
the railways.”

The railway equally 
dramatically stimulat-
ed export production, 
especially where it tra-
versed areas far away 
from the waterways. In 
the Northern provinces, 
for instance, groundnut 
export exploded from 
mere trickles into a flood. 
“In Kano, the export of 
groundnuts shot up from 
955 tons in 1910 to 8,910 in 
1915, and then 127,226 in 
1925. By 1960, the export 
had exceeded half a mil-
lion tons a year.” The same 
feat was replicated with 
cocoa in Yorubaland and 
palm oil and kernels in 
the East.

“Up to the 1940s, the 
railway played a cen-
tral role in passenger and 
freight traffic in Nigeria. 
In 1924-5, the year reli-
able railway data began 
to appear, the tonnage 
of goods increased from 
560,000 to 1,002,000 in 
1927-8. In 1937-8, when 
the Great Depression be-
gan to ease off, the ton-

The very first thing, 
o n e  t h i n k s ,  a n 
adult Nigerian who 

wants to own a home 
through mortgage must 
know is that such home 
ownership model is pos-
sible through the National 
Housing Fund (NHF), but 
he or she must be patient 
enough on the long queue 
of people in the same class 
with him.

A contributory mort-
gage scheme that was set 
up by the Federal Gov-
ernment way back in the 
90s, NHF  is aimed to ease 
homeownership through 
a low interest mortgage 
with long repayment pe-
riod.

But the scheme, to 
some Nigerians, is just 
another failed home own-
ership scheme by gov-
ernment and the only 
explanation they may 
have for this thinking is 
that the operation of the 
fund is hardly known or 
understood.

Many others don’t hide 
their frustration with this 

revaluation report on the 
property he wants to buy 
to determine its value and 
location.

Another thing which 
he canvassed that was 
personal to him was 
that mortgage operators 
should begin to look at 
inspection certificate on 
the property an applicant 
is buying, explaining that 
this was in view of the 
rate of collapsed building, 
especially in Lagos these 
days. “If a bank is going to 
take a house as security for 
a loan, it should not be in-
terested in the value of the 
property alone, but also 
in the structural sound-
ness of the property”, he 
posited.

scheme which, they feel, 
would have served as win-
dow to homeownership 
which is today a dashed 
dream, especially for those 
in the low income brack-
et. These perceptions are 
however, far from the re-
ality of the scheme, hence 
the need for a clearer un-
derstanding that would 
help both the scheme and 
home-seekers who would 
want to access home loans 
through the scheme.

Bertrand Bassey, a 
mortgage expert, explains 
the basic operations of 
the scheme.   According 
to him, any contributor 
to NHF should know that 
the fund is a statutori-
ly compulsory savings 
scheme for all workers 
deriving income from and 
in Nigeria. Whether as 
a self-employed person 
or an employee, such an 
individual is expected to 
deduct 2.5 percent of his 
basic salary every month 
and pay same to the Fed-
eral Mortgage Bank of Ni-
geria (FMBN) without fail.

The FMBN is empow-
ered, by the act establish-
ing the NHF, to manage 
that pool of fund. Only 
those who are bellow 21 
years are exempted from 
contributing to the fund. 
This contribution forms 
a large pool of fund from 
which mortgage loans are 
granted to the contribu-
tors who are eligible, ready 
and willing to apply for 
the loan. Those who are 
eligible to apply for the 
loan are those who have 
been contributing con-
sistently to the fund for a 
period of six consecutive 
months.

As for  thos e who 
should apply and the pur-
pose of the loan, Bassey 
says that to qualify for 
loan, the applicant must 
be 21 years of age, must 
have a regular income and 
the purpose for which he 
is applying for the loan 
is   to build, buy, renovate 
or complete a residential 
building which could be 
located anywhere in Ni-
geria provided it is covered 

by a good and an accept-
able title.

These good, acceptable 
or mortgageable titles in-
clude, but not limited to, 
Certificate of Occupancy 
(C of O), right of occupancy, 
registered deed of assign-
ment, deed of conveyance, 
land certificate, etc provid-
ed they are registered or 
are registerable titles. He 
adds that the individual 
cannot apply directly to 
FMBN. He or she has to 
pass through a registered 
mortgage institution or 
a registered and licenced 
primary mortgage bank 
of his choice.

This primary mortgage 
bank must also have con-
ditions which the loan 
seeker must fulfill some 
of which are having an ac-
count with the bank, and 
having up to 10 percent 
equity contribution of 
the loan he is seeking or 
applying for.

NHF, according to him, 
gives a maximum loan of 
N15 million. So, if an ap-
plicant is seeking to apply 

for the maximum loan of 
N15 million, the FMBN 
expects him to have saved 
up to N1.5 million with 
the primary mortgage 
bank, and he is expected 
to show evidence of that 
10 percent contribution.

On other things that 
are expected from the loan 
seeker, Bassey says that he 
will fill the relevant loan 
application forms, includ-
ing his passport photo-
graph, tax clearance cer-
tificate to show that he is 
a law-abiding citizen and 
the photocopies of the title 
documents of the property 
he is intending to buy as 
mortgage or security for 
the loan. He will also be 
expected to put forward 

nage was 1,201,000. Pas-
senger traffic increased in 
1924-5 from 1,923,000 to 
3,851,000 in 1929-30, and 
then to 8,426,000 in 1936-
7,” according to Njoku. 

In terms of revenue 
generation, “the annual 
receipts of the railway 
show a steady increase: 
£2,077,000 in 1924-5; 
£2,178,000 in 1930-1; and 
£2,854,000 in 1937-8”.

In a recent news re-
port, BusinessDay quoted 
economic analysts as say-
ing that Nigeria may be 
losing as much as N500 
billion yearly to dysfunc-
tional commercial freight 
rail service linking Apapa 
in Lagos to other parts of 
the country. That may be 
insignificant compared 
to what the country is 
losing currently due to 
the inability of successive 
governments since Inde-
pendence to maintain or 
expand on the railway 
lines left behind by the 
British colonialists. The 
Muhammadu Buhari ad-
ministration has a chance 
to make a difference in 
this crucial subsector of 
the Nigerian economy.

 

PS: This article was first 
published in BusinessDay 
on Wednesday, July 1, 
2015. It is republished 
here against the backdrop 
of recent discussions 
and developments in the 
country’s rail sector.
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O
n the 14th of February, 
Nigerians put aside 
t h e  a g o n y  o f  a 
crunchy economy to 
join the rest of the 

world to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
To those who believe in it, the day 
affords lovers, family members 
and friends the opportunity to 
practically demonstrate their love 
towards one another.

Aside its rich and characteristic 
romantic content, over the years, 
exchange of gift items such as 
cards, letters, flowers, clothes, 
shoes, bags, jewelries, cars, 
and other such has become an 
integral part of the Valentine ritual.  
Romantic meetings where cozy and 
sumptuous meals are the main 
item in a homely spot of choice 
are also top on the Valentine’s 
Day’s schedule. To demonstrate 
its uniqueness, red is the preferred 
symbol of Valentine’s Day. This is 
revealed through the fashion sense 
of diverse Valentine disciples and 
apostles who adorn assorted red 
stuffs. Hence, to a large extent, 
Valentine’s Day could be said to be 
a red lettered day!

The good, the bad and the ugly sides of Valentine’s Day
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Valentine Day has a rich history 
that dates back to the ancient Roman 
celebration of Lupercalia which 
was held on February 15. According 
to the narration, a priest named 
Valentine disobeyed Emperor 
Claudius II’s decree that soldiers 
remain bachelors. Claudius handed 
down this decree believing that 
soldiers would be distracted and 
unable to concentrate on fighting 
if they were married or engaged. 
But love drunk Valentine defied the 
emperor and secretly performed 
marriage ceremonies. As a result of 
his defiance, Valentine was put to 
death on February 14.

After Valentine’s death, he became 
a saint. As Christianity spread through 
Rome, the priests moved Lupercalia 
from February 15 to February 14 and 
renamed it St. Valentine’s Day to 
honor Saint Valentine.

Valentine’s Day celebration has 
a huge economic perspective as 
the hospitality and entertainment 
s e c t o r s  b e n e f i t  i m m e n s e l y 
from it. To really catch in on the 
economic prospect of the day, many 
restaurants, nite clubs, cinemas, 
relaxation gardens and hotels 
usually put up special tantalizing 
offers on Valentine’s Day, all in a bid 
to attract good business.  As a result 
of the flurry of activities for the day, 
these spots are often busier than 
usual as many people go out for a 
date with their spouse, partner or 
prospective lover.

 In Nigeria, younger folks in 
particular, eagerly look forward to 
celebrating Valentine. In most major 
cities across the country, streets, 
hotels, stores, restaurants are covered 
in red, pink and white streamers, 
with big heart shaped signs wishing 
people a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
Fancy and fast food restaurants are 
filled with couples eating out for the 
holiday. Places with very unexciting 
night life suddenly burst into life on 
valentine nite. In major cities such 
as Lagos, Ibadan, Port-Harcourt, 
Jos and Benin, Valentine’s Day often 
extends deep into the wee hours of 
the night with adventurous lover 
birds embarking on a mission to 
paint the town red.

Hence, sales at most popular hang 
outs, on Valentine’s Day, are usually 
on the high side. This implies that for 
those in the hospitality sector and 
other related businesses, Valentine’s 
Day offers remarkable opportunity to 
make extraordinary profit.

However, as it is with every 
hu ma n  e n d e av ou r,  t o  s o m e 
Valentine’s Day isn’t all about thrills 
and frills. This is particularly true 
of those who view it from a strictly 
pious and moral perspective. They 
are so disgusted that they dub it ‘a 
celebration of satanic lies’. They are 
not sufficiently convinced about 
the correctness of the modern day 
principle or philosophy behind 
Valentine celebration.

To the pious school of thought, 
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the real essence of the huge price 
that St. Valentine paid for love is 
being recklessly trivialized and 
immorally derided. The kind of 
love that is usually celebrated on 
Valentine’s Day is being subjected 
to severe scrutiny by moralists who 
believe that a young fellow who is 
still in high school has no business 
embarking on a ‘meaningless satanic 
voyage’, all in the name of celebrating 
Valentine.

This line of reasoning is further 
amplified by the claim, though 
without any empirical evidence, that 
the end results of Valentine’s Day 
are often unwanted pregnancies, 
abortions and other such related 
ungodly acts. One other objection 
of moralists to the whole Valentine 
argument is that the celebration 
of love should not be a one day 
affair. Choosing a particular day to 
celebrate love is, thus, viewed as an 
act of hypocrisy borne out of sheer 
ignorance. Love should be celebrated 
and practiced on a daily basis.

According to the late American 
human right activist, Martins Luther 
King Jr., true love heals broken 
hearts and hurting wounds. In an 
increasingly troubled world, true 
love remains an essential ingredient 
for peaceful co-existence, mutual 
respect and understanding. It is, 
therefore, important that Valentine’s 
Day is celebrated with a proper 
understanding of the real concept 
of love.
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I
n today’s interdependent 
global  economy,  Afr ica 
remains a  weak l ink.  I f 
the world is to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 

Goals, thereby completing the 
United Nations 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, it 
must help Africa accelerate its 
development by promoting rapid 
and responsible industrialization.

Africa is by no means destined 
to lag behind the rest of the world 
economy. On the contrary, it could 
easily become a global economic 
powerhouse – and within the next 
decade. But, to fulfill its economic 
potential, Africa must industrialize.

The importance of this has 
b e e n  st re ss e d  re p e at e d l y  at 
recent international  forums, 
including last  August’s  Sixth 
Tokyo International Conference on 
African Development (TICAD VI), 
and the G20 summit in Hangzhou, 
China, the following month. For 
the first time, the G20 placed 
industrialization in Africa – and all 
of the Least Developed Countries 

On a daily basis,  public 
p r o p e r t i e s  a n d 
infrastructure are being 

destroyed and vandalized in their 
numbers and our environment 
desecrated with government losing 
millions of naira to repairs and 
sometimes replacement of these 
infrastructures. These are funds 
that could have been channeled to 
other sector of the economy and 
human development projects that 
can benefit the populace.

Interestingly, infrastructures, 
public infrastructure such as parks 
and gardens, bridges, traffic lights 
and street lights, road sign boards, 
road medians, bus stop shelters, 
public waste bins, drainages, roads, 
electricity poles and cables and 
a host of others are state owned 
properties that were actually put in 
place with tax payers money and  for 
the collective  good of the society.

 The durability and life span of 
these infrastructures is dependent 
on usage and maintenance culture.  
It is, however, quite unfortunate 

Africa’s decade of industrialization

Public properties as nobody’s business
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(LDCs) – on its agenda. The African 
Union’s Agenda 2063 also supports 
this drive.

T h e  r e c e n t  U N  G e n e r a l 
Assembly resolution declaring 
2016-2025 the Third Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa is 
yet another push in this direction. 
The organization that I represent, 
the UN Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), has been 
tasked with operationalizing and 
leading the implementation of the 
concomitant program, including 
mobilizing the needed resources.

All of these declarations and 
commitments are an important 
first step. But they will mean little 
unless they are translated into 
concrete and effective action that 
advances African industrialization, 
creates jobs, and fosters inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth 
and development. The question 
is how.

The short answer is money 
and action. We must challenge 
the international community and 
development partners to back 
their words with real financial 
commitments. And we must build 
partnerships to operationalize 
programs that will enable Africa 
to become the world’s next main 
engine of economic growth.

Such programs must recognize 
and tackle the acute challenges 
the continent faces. The economic 
growth experienced in recent 
decades has not been structurally 

to observe that infrastructural 
maintenance culture, discipline and 
good civic sense is lacking among 
Nigerians. The flagrant abuse of 
public properties is appalling with 
people misusing and vandalizing 
them at will. There have been 
instances of people being arrested 
for vandalizing aluminum rails on 
over- head bridges to sell to steel 
companies while some have been 
arrested for vandalizing electricity 
cables and transformers. Gone are 
the days when public properties are 
naturally safe in the country.

 The situation is so bad now that 
communities and residents where 
these public properties are located 
provide additional   security to be 
able to enjoy them. These are public 
properties set up and maintained 
with millions of naira only to be 
destroyed or stolen by same people 
whom they were originally meant for.

 Another way public properties 
are being ruined is through the 
careless and reckless attitude of 
users who often erroneously believe 
that since they are government 
property, they belong to nobody 
and as such are nobody’s business. 
Thus, they could be used without 
regard for safety or caution. A 
cursory look at the state of some 
road infrastructures in Lagos 
state, for instance, indicates that 
most of the damaged road props 
like pavements, medians, sign 

sophisticated, higher-value goods.
Knowledge of other countries’ 

experiences will also help Africa 
to avoid the pitfalls of unbridled 
industrialization – particularly 
environmental damage. Africa 
must ensure that its industrial-
development strategy includes 
effective environmental safeguards.

A f r i c a  i s  w e l l  p l a c e d  t o 
industrialize. Beyond its massive 
natural-resource endowments, 
the continent has a favorable 
demographic profile (its rapidly 
growing population means that it 
will soon have the world’s largest 
workforce) and high urbanization 
rates. It also benefits from a highly 
educated diaspora.

But industrialization is never 
automatic. Governments must 
step up to address market failures, 
while planning, implementing, 
and enforcing industrial policies 
that address the shortcomings 
of previous ineffective versions. 
They must then institutionalize 
these new policies in national and 
regional development strategies.

To su c c e e d,  g overn ments 
will  need adequate capacity, 
competence, and legitimacy to 
mobilize and interact with all 
stakeholders, thereby creating an 
attractive investment climate. The 
necessary reforms will open the way 
for public-private partnerships, 
which can provide investment 
for infrastructure development 
and maintenance.  They w il l 

Lagos state Government embarked 
on massive road reconstruction in 
Ojodu- Berger area of the State with 
the expansion of the road and the 
construction of pedestrian bridge 
and bus stops with iron barricades 
to rein in the excesses of commuters 
and transporters and prevent them 
from taking up the road and causing 
traffic gridlock. The iron barricades 
were also put on the meridian 
to prevent people from crossing 
the road as it has been observed 
that people don’t often engage in 
voluntary compliance as they prefer 
to cross the road rather than use the 
pedestrian bridge.

 In spite of the risks involved in 
crossing the expressway, many still 
prefer to embark on such suicide 
mission. It is absurd to observe 
that people often prefer to disobey 
rules and regulations to their own 
detriment. The Government also 
constructed a modern garage all 
with the aim of bringing some 
sanity to the area and consequently 
makes life better for Lagosians. 
The transformation of the Ojodu 
Berger area is indeed amazing and 
commendable but it is saddening 
to observe that the barricades 
put in place to guide people and 
ensure compliance are already been 
damaged by careless and reckless 
transporters as there are dents on a 
few of them already.

 G ove r n m e nt s  a c ro ss  t h e 

also facilitate cooperation with 
international organizations and 
development finance institutions, 
which can provide additional 
funds, while helping countries to 
upgrade their productive capacity.

 A recent report, prepared for the 
Hangzhou G20 Summit, features a 
number of recommendations 
for Africa. It suggests support 
for agriculture and agribusiness 
development and linking them 
with other sectors, as well as 
measures to boost resilience to 
price shocks. Furthermore, the 
report emphasizes the need to 
deepen, broaden, and update the 
local knowledge base, invest in 
energy- and material-resource 
efficiency, and promote green 
technologies and industries. Other 
recommendations relate to trade 
and regional integration, leveraging 
domestic and external finance, and 
promoting what it calls the “New 
Industrial Revolution.”

My numerous meetings with 
African leaders and visits to dozens 
of countries across the continent 
have convinced me that Africa is 
committed to industrialization. 
In fact, the process is already 
underway in many countries, 
i n c l u d i n g  E t h i o p i a ,  G h a n a , 
Rwanda, and Senegal. By offering 
our commitment and support, 
we can enable these countries to 
realize inclusive and sustainable 
development for the benefit of 
everyone.

country must ensure full and total 
compliance with the laws and 
endeavor to use the apparatus of 
the state within their disposal to 
guarantee that people develop a 
civic sense and imbibe the culture 
of discipline and respect for law 
and order. In Lagos, in particular, 
the Government need to revisit 
enforcement and ensure that 
offenders face the wrath of the law to 
serve as deterrent while appropriate 
structures should be put on ground 
to monitor and protect public 
properties such that vandals would 
be caught in the act. To achieve this, 
the Kick Against Indiscipline (KAI), 
which was created to address such, 
must be further strengthened to 
effectively deliver on its mandate.

 Nigerians must embrace civility 
and environmentally friendly 
culture. It is high time people began 
to take responsibility for how the 
environment looks. As a people, 
we must promote and uphold 
patriotic values and ethics. It is not 
enough to blame government for 
virtually everything; the citizens 
also have their role to play in the 
evolvement of an orderly society. A 
situation where refuse are dumped 
in water channels and canals, 
thereby leading to the desecration 
of the environment is grossly 
unacceptable. The earlier such 
uncivilized habits are done with, 
the better for us all. 
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dr iven,  sustainable,  or  ful ly 
inclusive. Indeed, growth rates 
vary widely across the continent, 
and not all Africans are benefiting. 
Though the middle class in Africa 
has expanded markedly in recent 
years, generating a consumer boom 
and boosting domestic investment, 
many people still struggle to make 
a living. Unemployment rates are 
high, especially for young people 
and women – a reality that drives 
many Africans to head north.

To keep them home, Africa’s 
economies must move beyond 
p ro d u c i n g  raw  mat e r i a l s  t o 
build dynamic and competitive 
ma nu f a c t u r i ng  s e c t o r s  w i t h 
higher value added. Here, Africa 
must draw on the opportunities 
presented by participation in 
global and regional value chains. 
New and innovative industrial-
development strategies, as well 
as carefully tailored measures to 
attract foreign direct investment, 
must be introduced.

Of course, to develop such 
s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e 
effectively in industrial value 
chains, Africans need knowledge. 
Investment in education and 
skills training is imperative to 
facilitate successful and lasting 
industrialization. By understanding 
and drawing on proven innovations 
from around the world, Africa 
could leapfrog more developed 
countries technologically, building 
the capacity to produce more 

boards, traffic lights, street lights, 
bus stop shelters and the likes 
are destroyed by people who care 
less about them. It is unfortunate 
that government had to invest 
more funds to put restraints and 
concrete reinforcements on the 
road to protect some road props 
and flowers planted to beautify the 
landscape as people  rammed and 
matched on them at will destroying 
them in the process.

 The environment is constantly 
defaced with litters. In spite of several 
awareness and enlightenment 
campaigns and programmes via 
the media, people still violate 
standard regulations and social 
safety rules meant for their good. 
From the stark illiterate street 
hawker to the well educated office 
worker who throws all sorts on the 
road, no one is actually exempted. 
This flagrant disregard for public 
properties and the environment 
cuts across different facet of the 
society from simple compliance 
to environmental laws such as 
the use of the pedestrian bridge 
to the prohibition of defecating in 
public places, blockage of drainages 
with waste and dumping of refuse 
in undesignated places,  to the 
obedience of traffic light, road signs 
and rules.

 It is sad to realize that in most 
cases, people comply only when 
they are compelled. Recently, the 
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A
s I stood at the bus-stop 
waiting for a cab one 
Sunday afternoon, I 
overheard a conver-
sation between two 

young ladies. 
“Wetin happen? You no dey 

work for that company again?” one 
asked the other in Pidgin English.

“The stress there too much and 
the money is not worth it,” her 
friend responded in a mix of Eng-
lish and Pidgin. 

As their discussion progressed, 
I heard the friend talk about the 
sanitary condition of that food-
producing factory, emphasising 
that if one were to visit the place 
where the cheese balls were pro-
duced, one would never eat that 
fun snack again. She also talked 
about how workers there were 
made to labour for long hours for 
meagre salary.

Armed with this sketchy infor-
mation, I decided to find out more 
and probably get a first-hand expe-
rience of what happens in that fac-
tory. My inquiries showed that the 
factory is a walking distance from 
NAFDAC complex, just off Apapa-
Oshodi Expressway in Lagos.

On Monday, February 6, 2017, 
I arrived at the factory gate at 
6.25am. It was still dark but I could 
see some people milling around in 
front of the gate and I joined them. 
They were obviously jobseekers 
like me.

After a few minutes of wait-
ing, the gate flung open and we 
all rushed in. A fair-complexioned 
young man of about 35 years old 
sat on a white plastic chair. He was 
called Mr Paul. He had in his hands 
a pile of green cards each of which 
had the inscription: “Attendance/
Time card. The Salt Lake (Nig) Ltd. 
P. O. Box 36485, Agodi, Ibadan”. He 
indicated to us that he would finish 
with the old workers first before 
attending to us. 

He called the old workers one 
after the other and handed them 
their cards. Each worker took his/
her card, signed on and wrote the 
date, and returned the cards to Mr 
Paul saying, “Sign card”.

When he was done attending to 
the old workers and was about to 
attend to new applicants, some old 
workers sauntered in. He flared up.                                          

“Why you dey come now? 
This na 6.30am? Abi you no know 

the time you suppose come work 
again?” he asked one of the old 
workers. 

“Abeg make you no vex, na the 
traffic cause am. I for reach here 
since,” a woman in her late 40s 
begged. 

Mr Paul shook his head and said, 
“Mama, na every day traffic dey 
hold you for road? This kain tin no 
fit you. No dey do like this in front 
of these your children.” 

He turned to another lady and 
asked why she wasn’t at work on 
Saturday. The lady replied that she 
had never worked on Saturday, but 
he refuted her claim, saying it was 
because of people like her that he 
received a bashing from the man-
ager on that very Saturday.

“This na new year o! I no go take 
this nonsense from you this year,” 
he said, raising his voice a little 
louder so everyone could hear. 
“Anyone wey come after 6.30am 
when I don call the card finish, I no 
go attend to am. If you like, make 
you try me. I go just sack all of you, 
employ new workers.”

Pointing in the direction where 
other new applicants and I stood 
waiting to be attended to, he beck-

oned on us to draw nearer, brought 
out a long hard-cover notebook 
and told us to put down our names. 
While this was going on, the old 
workers changed into their work 
clothes and proceeded into the 
factory to commence work for 
the day. I checked my time, it was 
7.01am. Three of us had put down 
our names when two ladies started 
struggling with the notebook, each 
wanting to write before the other. 
Mr Paul took the book from them 
and hinted, threateningly, that not 
every one of us would be employed.

To make things easy for him-
self, he separated those who had 
worked in a factory before and 
those who hadn’t. He interro-
gated those who claimed to have 
factory experience and those he 
was satisfied with their answers, 
he told them to put down their 
names. Then he inquired from 
them whether they had brought 
along their trousers and boots. A 
lady who said she hadn’t was sent 
home. 

Mr Paul was about leaving 
when I pleaded with him to con-
sider me. 

“Where you work last?” he 

asked. 
“I been work where dem dey do 

cake,” I responded.  
“Which company be that?” he 

queried.
“Royal Bakery Limited,” I lied. 
“You work night duty?” he 

asked and I nodded. “Okay. Write 
your name here and follow them,” 
he said, pointing at those he had 
just recruited. 

Getting set for work
Having emerged successful in 

that brief interview, we were told 
to go and change into our work 
clothes after which Mr Paul gave 
each of us a white hairnet. Some 
were given dirty ones with the 
promise to change it later, but that 
never happened. We were then 
handed over to a young man who 
should be in his 20s to brief us on 
the company rules and lead us into 
the factory. 

“Welcome to Cheese Balls Com-
pany, my name is Mr John,” he be-
gan, looking from one person to an-
other. “Our GMP, which stands for 
Good Manufacturing Practices, is 
as follows: We don’t allow phones, 
earrings, bangles, necklace or even 

Cheese balls company 
where slavery goes on…
Chinwe Agbeze, Retail and Consumer Business Correspondent at BusinessDay, recently took up a job as a casual worker at a 
cheese balls manufacturing factory in Lagos owned by Sunlight Resources Limited. She narrates her experience in this report.
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wristwatch here. No makeup, no 
long fingers and no fighting. If 
you fight, we will send you away 
without pay. 

“When you go inside the fac-
tory, you’ll see supervisors who 
are younger than you; they will 
treat you anyhow but you have no 
choice than to respect them. You 
must be here 6.30am if you’re on 
morning duty to close at 7pm, and 
for night duty you must be here at 
5.30pm to close at 5.30am. 

“The lockers in the female and 
male changing rooms are not 
enough so I will advise you to keep 
your belongings carefully, else 
‘they’ will do you welcome here by 
stealing them. We pay N900 per 
day. Any questions?”

We shook our heads. He led us 
through a narrow passage where 
two security officials, a male and 
female, searched us thoroughly 
from head to toe as if they wanted 
to strip us naked. Close by, on 
the right hand side, was a white 
sink indicating “Hand-washing 
point”; on the left wall near it was 
inscribed: “The hand protection/
foot protection must be worn in 
this area”.

We moved straight inside to 
see another white sink labelled: 
“Drinking water point”. I saw peo-
ple drinking water from that point. 

Right ahead of us were bags of 
cheese balls travelling on a moving 
plane and a man monitoring the 
bags. We turned right to the pack-
aging section of the factory where 
we were posted to. Mr John asked 
us to wait as we entered the section. 

I saw young girls and women 
on the floor beside the packaging 
machine. They were aged between 
17 and 55 years. The floor obviously 
hadn’t been cleaned in a long while 
and it left huge, thick dirt on the 
feet of those that chose to walk 
barefooted. They all had to place 
a piece of carton on the floor to 
prevent their clothes from being 
soiled, but those who had little 
piece of carton to sit on had part of 
their clothes soiled. 

All of the packaging workers, 
called ‘parkers’, sat with their legs 
wide apart and a transparent nylon 
bag containing packets of cheese 
balls balanced between their legs. 
They had their white hairnets on. 
They sweated profusely as they 
packed packets of cheese balls 
inside the bag trying to match the 
speed of the machine to prevent a 
pile-up. 

I saw some women sitting on 
seats made with cheese balls wrap-
pers, while others just stood. Each 
of them wore an orange T-shirt 
and a blue head cover just like that 
worn in white garment churches. 
Both the head cover and T-shirt had 
‘Fun Snax’ branded on them. 

I counted 26 machines, each 
with two dispensing outlets. On 
top of the machines were men 
and women pouring in bags of 
cheese they received from men 
who emerged from the room op-
posite the packaging section. I 
noticed that the second machine 
in the middle row and four other 
machines dispensed 20g packet 
of cheese balls while the others 
dispensed the 10g packet. 

A white notice board at the en-
trance of the room had the names 
of 12 supervisors and 12 trainee 
supervisors. Also written on the 
board were the Good Manufactur-
ing Practices that Mr John told us 

about earlier. 

Meeting Aunty Paay
While we stood waiting, a 

woman in the neighbourhood of 
40s walked towards our direction. 
She wore a blue head cover and an 
orange T-shirt as well.  

“Good morning. My name is 
Pat but they call me Auntie Paay. 
I’m one of supervisors here. If we 
watch you for three days and you 
no dey very fast, we will throw you 
out,” she announced.

“For the small bag, we pack 50 
packets of 10g cheese ball plus an 
extra 20g packet of cheese balls 
because we are still doing our Xmas 
promo. For the big bags, we pack 
100 packets of cheese balls and 
three extra 20g packets of cheese 
balls,” she said. 

She brought out an A4 paper 
that had 36 tiny boxes and the 
number “01-7624872” written un-
der each box for further contact. 
Pointing at one of the boxes she 
said, “NM is the name of your su-
pervisor, DT is the date you packed 
the cheese balls, and PN is where 
you write your own name. We call 
this paper ‘white label’.” 

She informed us that we must 
put this paper and a copy of the 
promo inside every bag of cheese 
balls that we pack.

“After packing each bag, you go 
over there and weigh it to make 
sure it’s within this range,” she 
said, pointing at a piece of paper 
gummed on the machines. 

The piece of paper had a table 
showing the packaging style as well 
as the minimum and maximum 
gross weight. Some of the details 
read as follows: 

C.B 50pkts (10gm) + 1pkt (20g) 
small bag, Minimum gross weight is 
476 and 578 is the maximum. 

C.B 100pkts (10gm) +3pkts (20g) 
big bag, 966 is the minimum gross 
weight is 966 and 1172, the maxi-
mum. 

C.B Jumbo 50pkts (55gm), 38 is 
the minimum and 42, the maxi-
mum gross weight. 

We were then assigned to dif-
ferent supervisors and work began.

First day as a factory worker
The first day I concentrated 

on learning the job to avoid being 
thrown out. I asked questions but 
not so much to arouse suspicion. 
Each machine had two dispens-
ing outlets and two people packed 
from one outlet, making it four to 
a machine. Each pair were called 
‘partner’. 

My partner, Bose, told me to 
look around for a piece of carton to 
sit on. I found one under one of the 
machines and settled beside her. 
She gave me a copy of the white 
label and a pack of pink promo pa-
per. I filled the white label, cut them 
in small boxes as I saw others do. I 
watched my partner pack one bag 
of cheese balls after which I began 
packing mine.

I noticed an Indian man in black 
trousers, striped shirt and a white 
fez cap pacing up and down, dissat-
isfaction written all over his face.

“Who is that man?” I asked my 
partner.

“Na the engineer wey dey re-
pair the machine anytime e spoil,” 
she said.

The room was filled with the 
noise from the packaging ma-
chines, hand sealing machines and 
once in a while, a siren-like sound.

“Wetin dey make that noise?” I 
asked my partner. 

She looked at me for a while and 
said, “Na one of the machines dey 
make the noise.” 

Someone passed beside our 
machine, looked at my partner and 
I and said, “Aswani oh. Pack your 
market.”

Again, I asked what that meant 
and Bose told me they usually said 
that whenever someone had piles 
of cheese balls packets in front of 
them. Aswani refers to a market 
in Lagos where piles of clothes are 
kept on the ground waiting for 
buyers to come and pick from the 
ground. 

My supervisor, apparently 
pissed by my talkativeness, asked 
to know my name. 

“Dorothy,” I responded. 
“You no see as everyone keep 

quiet dey pack. If you like open 
mouth dey talk, na when you no 
count each bag correct na when 
you go know wetin go happen,” 

she said, and as she turned to leave, 
added, “Move close to the machine. 
You no see as others siddon? Put 
your hand inside there, pack the 
‘market’ (referring to the packets of 
cheese balls) wey dey under there 
commot.”

I looked at the machine, two 
A4 papers were pasted on it. One 
contained the packaging style and 
the other said, “Do not put hand 
in the machine.” I ignored her and 
continued packing into the nylon 
bags we were given.

Curious, I asked Bose how many 
nylon bags we were supposed to 
pack in a day and she said, “250 
for the small bag but the big bag, 
we no dey count am. After we 
pack this 250 nylon finish, we go 
continue dey pack big nylon until 
e nack 7pm.”

I packed the bags of cheese balls 
which had piled up to weigh them. 
While I was weighing, I noticed 
some people were not weighing 
theirs. They marched straight and 
dropped the bags with those who 
sealed them, who were mostly 
young men. The ‘sealers’ sealed the 
small bags and used tapes on the 
big bags after which they dropped 
them on a moving plane just beside 
them. 

I asked one of those who had 
just dropped hers without weigh-
ing and she told me it was difficult 
to pack the cheese balls without 
stopping the machine, then weigh 
it and move to drop it with the 
sealers.

“We have to rush back go siddon 
make our ‘market’ no full every-
where. If we see those people wey 
wear white (referring to those in 
the quality control department), 
we go weigh am, but if dem no dey, 
we go just carry am go drop am like 
that. But you go look well because 
if they catch you and weigh am see 
say e don pass, na wahala be dat,” 
she advised.

Quality control
At intervals, some people from 

the quality control department 
would go round collecting packets 
of cheese balls from each dispens-
ing outlet. They disappeared with 
them and remerged after a while 

to distribute them.
While I was weighing the bags, 

I asked one of them what they did 
with those cheese balls they col-
lected from us.

“I weigh them every two hours 
to make sure the weight is what 
the company wants. 10g packet of 
cheese balls should weigh between 
9 and 10kg, anything more is high,” 
he responded.

“Na the only thing you dey do 
be that? Your work easy o!” I said 
trying to make him say more.

He merely smiled and said, “I 
check the thickness of the nylon to 
make sure it can carry the weight 
of the packets of cheese balls, I also 
check the water used in mixing the 
cheese balls and other things.”

Casual workers constitute 90 
percent of workforce

I went back to packing the 
cheese balls and while I was at it, 
I watched the casual workers who 
constituted at least 90 percent of 
the workforce in this factory. Apart 
from the 24 supervisors, everyone 
else, including those who had spent 
five years in the company, is still 
causal staff and they all receive the 
same N900/day salary.

From time to time, some of the 
workers stretched and made faces 
to signify that they were in pain. 
There was no stopping or resting 
and it was a taboo to switch off the 
packaging machine. The workers 
were expected to be as fast as the 
machine, if not faster. 

Just close to my machine before 
mine, an exhausted lady switched 
off her machine. The packets of 
cheese balls had piled up and were 
almost reaching the mouth of the 
machine when she turned it off.

Noticing the red light signify-
ing that the machine was off, her 
supervisor barked at her to turn it 
on immediately. Patience, a trainee 
supervisor, raised her voice and 
warned that nobody should switch 
off their machine unless they 
wanted her trouble.

As she walked away, a lady who 
was recruited with me muttered, 
“This is just plain wickedness. How 
I go pack fast pass machine when I 
be human being? I go still go weigh 
am and drop am for where dem go 
seal am.”

Her partner explained that the 
Indian who own the company don’t 
like it when people put off their 
machine; they would tell you to 
go home if you don’t want to work 
and that they are not begging you.

“Because of N900 una wan kill 
person. If Deli Foods gimme work 
on Friday, una no for see me here 
today,” hissed an obviously tired 
middle-aged woman. 

My supervisor treated me 
harshly initially, but when she 
realised that all she did never got to 
me, she began to take it easy. 

Break time
As we packed and sweated on 

the ground, the supervisors sud-
denly announced that it was break 
time. Bose told me to go for break 
and that she would go for hers 
when I returned.

“One p ers on supp os e dey 
around. Na so we dey do am,” she 
said and continued packing fast 
with sweat all over her body.

The mandatory lunch break 
was in two batches of 30 minutes 
each – 1-1:30pm and 1:30-2pm. No 

Continues on page 24 
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one was allowed to go outside the 
gate during lunch. Those that had 
money to spend made their way 
into the canteen while those that 
didn’t either brought their food or 
used that period to rest. 

For as low as N50, one could 
buy a plate of rice in this canteen. 
I was dehydrated, so I requested 
for a bottle of water. The shop-
keeper told me she sold only pure 
water (sachet water) because the 
last time she brought bottled wa-
ter, she drank it all alone.

I looked inside the big deep 
freezer and saw only bags of 
sachet water, bottled soft drinks 
and few in PET bottles. I took a 
sachet of water.

When the break was over, we 
had to pass through the security 
point and were searched again. 
We went back to working and 
sweating until 7pm, our closing 
time. I tried to get up but my en-
tire body hurt badly. It was as if 
100kg bag of rice was balanced on 
my shoulders.

The following morning,  I 
found it difficult to lift myself 
from bed because the body pains 
had tripled. When I narrated 
my experience to some of my 
new colleagues during the break 
period, they had words of encour-
agement for me. 

One advised me to take pain-
relieving tablets every day until 
my body got accustomed to the 
work, adding, however, that even 
though she had worked in the 
place for eight months, she still 
took tablets sometimes.

“Anytime I reach house, I go 
just fall for bed and sleep. I no fit 
do anything, to chop sometimes 
sef na work,” chipped in a lady 
in her 20s.

Another lady said even though 
she felt the pain, she was often 
encouraged by the old woman 
they called “Maale”, who should 
be close to 60 years but still works 
in the factory.

I worked this hard resuming at 
6.30am and closing at 7pm for the 
first week. The second week I was 
on night duty, resuming at 5.30pm 
and closing around 6:00am the 
following day.

Restricted zones
I noticed that there were areas 

people were not allowed to go to 
into. One of such areas was the 
production section. Another was 
where the bags of cheese and car-
tons of cheese balls were counted. 

I asked one of my new friends, 
Mojisola Abiodun, a mother of 
two who had been working there 
for three years, why those areas 
were restricted and she told me 
that anyone who was caught in 
those areas would be sacked.

“They no wan make person 
sabi how to make the cheese balls 
and they no wan make we know 
how much dem dey make. Indian 
people fit do anything, they fit 
kill you make am look like say na 
accident,” she said.

I decided that the following 
week, which was when those on 
my shift would be on night duty, 
was the safest time to have a peep 

of those areas.

Daring the devil
The following week, we re-

sumed night duty around 5.30pm. 
As was the daily routine, Mr Paul 
called the attendance card and af-
ter signing our cards, we changed 
into our work clothes. We were 
thoroughly searched after which 
we marched into the factory.

At about 7pm, I told my ‘part-
ner’ that I wanted to use the 
restroom. I sneaked into the 
section where the bags of cheese 
balls were counted and greeted 
the man there. I watched as the 
bags and cartons of cheese balls 
the ‘sealers’ had dropped on the 
moving plane landed where this 
man stood. He pushed the slow 
bags and cartons with his hand 
and they kept travelling on that 
plane surface until they were out 
of sight. I asked him where the 
bags ended up and he told me it 
was at the warehouse.

Looking up, I saw that the 
bags were electronically counted. 
A Jumbo display recorded the 
number.

The man explained to me that 
some years back they counted the 
bags manually, then wrote the 
number on paper, which created 
room for too many mistakes and 
made the job tedious. 

I looked at the Jumbo display 
and saw the number “16,512” and 
asked him how many the machine 
counts in a day.

“We dey count up to 40,000 
bags in a day,” he said.

“How much dem dey sell one 
bag?” I asked again. 

“Small bag na around N500, big 
bags and carton na around N1,000,” 
he said.

I asked how long he had worked 
in the factory and he went on 
to talk about how hard the job 
had been. The first two days he 
worked here, he went home with 
the decision not to come back, but 
after searching for jobs for weeks 

without any success and with 
mouths to feed, he made his way 
back into the factory. Now he has 
worked for three years, hoping to 
get a better job someday and move 
on with his life. 

Back to work
I went back to work. From time 

to time we had lots of men carrying 
bags of hot cheese balls from the 
production section into the packag-
ing section which they passed to 
the people standing on top of the 
machines who in turn poured the 
contents inside the machine. On 
the bags were written “Semonila 
Azteca milling turkey. Made in 
turkey. Corn grits. Net-50kg”.

Around 5am, it was time to 
clean the machine. Bose climbed 
on top of the machine with not-
so-clean dress like every other 
person and started wiping the top 
of the machine while I swept the 
floor. I asked if we needed to clean 
the floor and she answered in the 
negative. 

“The floor be like wetin dem dey 
clean? See as e dey dirty person leg 
sef,” one of the workers who over-
heard our conversation chipped in. 

We had lots of poorly-sealed 
packets of cheese balls lying around 
the floor and some inside a sack. 
I saw others emptying the pack-
ets of cheese balls inside a dirty 
carton. Bose said I should do the 
same for ours. I emptied them all 
inside an empty carton and asked 
Bose whether I should throw them 
away. 

“Throway wetin?” my supervi-
sor snapped. “Take am inside that 
room (pointing to the production 
section which is just opposite). No 
enter inside, just stand for the door. 
They go see you come collect am 
from you.”

Inside the production room
I got to the door but rather than 

collect the carton from me, those 
inside told me to drop it at a corner 
of the room, so I entered inside. The 
floor of the room was filthy just like 

ours. Apart from that, everything 
else seemed okay.

One of the workers appeared 
friendly. I asked him about the 
production process.

“We go pour the corn inside 
the machine, mix the ingredients 
before we go put am inside another 
machine. The second machine go 
bring the shape out. Some of the 
things we dey use do am na salt, 
groundnut oil, colouring, lecithin,” 
he said.

Pay day
On Friday, February 10, every 

worker was full of smiles. It was 
pay day, a day we all looked for-
ward to. Salaries were paid every 
two weeks – after each 12 working 
days (excluding Sundays). The pay-
ment was done by the company’s 
recruiting agency, Salt Lake Nig. 
Ltd.

We queued up in front of a small 
office beside the female changing 
room and were attended to one 
after the other.

Most people that came out 
were full of complaints. One lady 
said they deducted N200 from her 
money “because of that common 
dirty hairnet” which she assumed 
should be free of charge. They also 
deducted N150 for passport fee 
even when she had told them that 
she was quitting.

Her friend tried to convince her 
to change her mind about leaving 
by telling her that jobs were in 
short supply in the country, but she 
was insistent.

“I dey go learn hair-dressing 
work. I no fit come die for this place. 
I almost fainted inside the factory 
on Wednesday na why I no come 
work yesterday,” she said.

She was not the only one leav-
ing. Many other people called it 
quits that same day but the recruit-
ment agency was not perturbed. 
Recruitment is a daily affair here. 
Hundreds have gone but more still 
come looking for job on a daily 
basis. 

Labour reacts
Chris Onyeka, acting general 

secretary, United Labour Congress, 
said that any employer that makes 
its staff work beyond eight hours 
per day is actually in breach of 
the laws of Nigeria and should be 
brought to book.

“Workers are to work 40 hours 
per week which is eight hours 
daily. Any employer that makes 
the employees work beyond this 
as required by the law without 
further negotiation is actually 
breaking the law and the worker 
that works more than eight hours 
is due for overtime. If he is not paid 
for overtime, it’s slavery and crimi-
nal,” Onyeka said.     

“The Ministry of Labour is sup-
posed to intervene when someone 
breaks the law, but they are not do-
ing that and because of that inspec-
tion gap, employers are at liberty 
to do whatever they like with the 
workers, making them work for 
unholy hours,” he said.

 
No word from NAFDAC
All attempts to get a comment 

from National Agency for Food 
and Drug Administration and 
Control (NAFDAC) proved abortive 
as Christiana Obiazikwor, its chief 
public relations officer, failed to 
respond to calls and messages. As 
at the time of filing in this report, 
she had yet to respond.

Sunlight Resources Limited
When the company was con-

tacted for comments, Mr Yadav 
and Mr Nayada, two top staff of the 
company, initially did not take their 
respective calls, but Mr Narayana 
answered his call after repeated ef-
forts but gave his phone to another 
person who introduced himself as 
a Nigerian working for the same 
company.

The Nigerian got angry when 
the questions were put to him and 
shouted, “This is not the right num-
ber for you to call. Call the manage-
ment. You cannot be calling this 
number for this kind of issue.”

When asked to provide the 
telephone number of someone in 
the public affairs department who 
is mandated to speak to the press, 
he asked, “How did you get this 
number? You can ask the person 
who gave you this number to give 
you the number you are asking for, 
or go to our site and get numbers.” 
He ended the conversation in fury.

But Mr Yadav, who did not 
answer his call earlier, later called 
back after reading a two-paragraph 
text message sent to both lines on 
the subject asking for clarification. 
He had heavy Indian accent.

“But who gave you this number? 
Somebody from the right depart-
ment will call you soon. We are 
making arrangement for someone 
to respond to you,” he said after he 
was told of the inquiry. As at the 
time of filing in this report, the said 
official had yet to call.

Also, the telephone numbers 
on the company’s website, having 
one Miss Esther as its owner, got 
negative responses of “This line 
is not allocated” and “Your call is 
being forwarded to another num-
ber” when attempts were made at 
calling them.   

InvestigativeReport
Cheese balls company..
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The Yakubu 
in all of us!

W
hen the news 
broke s ome-
time last week 
that a former 
Group Manag-

ing Director (GMD) of the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), Andrew Yakubu, had 
been discovered, through a whistle 
blower, to have stolen and hidden 
about $9.8 million in an obscure 
environment, the owls began to 
howl. The Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
operatives that led the recovery 
mission made loud noise about the 
huge catch. 

The Federal Government, 
through the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Culture, quickly called a 
media conference to tell of the lat-
est exploit. Lai Mohammed, min-
ister of information and culture, 
mounted the stage to announce 
that a huge amount had been re-
alised since the onslaught against 
corrupt people became a serious 
issue in the current administration. 

By virtue of the amount of 
money said to have been dis-
covered, hidden somewhere by 
Yakubu, it shows that Nigeria is a 
country of demons and vampires 
who walk in human flesh. If it 
were in some climes, the man 
would have since been given pub-
lic execution as soon as the huge 
amount of money was traced to 
him. But the fact that even those 
who are screaming “crucify him, 
crucify him”, may be sitting on 
their ill-acquired wealth and 
because nobody knows their se-
crets they are today pretending 
to be saints. Year-after-year we 
hear about loot recovery, are they 
not being re-looted by the same 
people who say they mean well 
for the country?

A good number of those in 
government have fleet of cars and 
(exquisite) houses scattered all over 
the country and offshore. Most of 
these are proceeds of stolen money. 
It would be recalled that when 
the issue of missing $20 billion as 
alleged by Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, 
former governor of Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) and now Emir of 
Kano in the Goodlock Jonathan 
administration, this man, Yakubu, 
was among those who swore with 
the name of their forefathers that 
no money was missing. Today, 
Nigerians know better. 

But the major concern of many 
Nigerians is that nothing ever hap-
pens at the end of the much noise 
and media trial. The matter may 
go the way of others. But then, 
those who want to cast stones at 
Yakubu, are sitting pretty on their 
own numerous vices that have 
constituted a clog in the wheel of 
Nigeria’s progress. Are they not the 
same people that ensure that the 
poor masses of this country do not 
get their due? Are they not in the 
Federal and state legislative houses 
draining the nation’s purse in the 
name of lawmaking? Are they not 
the same people who play “wayo” 
with constituency project? Are 
they not those in some powerful 
places in banks, trading with the 
nation’s currency and operating 
a different law from what guides 
monetary transactions in Nigeria? 
Are they not the people who daily 
engage in round-tripping and mak-

They forget that for the Ni-
gerian society to be purged, we 
must start from somewhere. That 
past governments did not muster 
enough political will to go after 
those who ruined the country 
by their corrupt actions does not 
mean we must continue to allow 
the situation to go on indefinitely. 

We look at things from a myo-
pic point of view of where a person 
comes from. “He is from the same 
part of the country as me; O, he is 
a member of my church, etc.” For 
these reasons evil has continued 
to thrive in the country. Yakubu’s 
kinsmen would be angry by now, 
not against their brother who 
allegedly hid N4billion in a room 
while some indigenes of his vil-
lage may have died as a result of 
lack of fund to seek medical help; 
they may be seeing his arrest as 
persecution and the handiwork 
of “bad people.”
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ing huge amounts of money at the 
expense of the country? Are they 
not the people who are doing ev-
erything possible to frustrate the 
appreciation of the naira against 
dollar because of their personal 
gain? 

We are now screaming “away 
with Yakubu”, “away with Yaku-
bu”, indeed he deserves the lowest 
part of hell if what he is being 
accused of is true; but here we 
are massing out in solidarity with 
people of questionable character 
in society. Nigerians have become 
praise-singers who even adore 
Satan just for pecuniary reasons.

We no longer see anything 
wrong in our own people engag-
ing in some untoward acts, and 
when government moves against 
enemies of society, you hear 
people say, “Don’t mind them, is it 
only those ones they see to arrest, 
what of others?”

Even in religious circles these 
days, there are many Yakubus. 
There are Bro and Sis Yakubu sit-
ting in the front row every fellow-
ship day in church; or clutching the 
finest of all beads and reciting their 
holy verses in the mosque.

Do we not have Yakubus as 
pastors who are more interested 
in the money members donate 
in their church as tithe and of-
fering or the so-called first fruit, 
than they are in their spiritual 
well-being?

How many of the pastors are 
interested in knowing what their 
members do to get money? Do we 
not have Yakubu pastors who are 
interested in listening to testimo-
nies of breakthroughs, provisions 
and abundant blessings than those 
of genuine turn-around from evil, 
and of new life in the Almighty? 
What message do the Yakubu 
pastor’s preach nowadays in their 

various assemblies, that the evi-
dence of living right with God is in 
the fatness of our bank accounts. 
Yakubu pastors now tell us that 
poverty is a sign that an individual 
is not serving God properly; for 
them, the more money, house, 
cars and other earthly acquisitions 
one has, the closer the individual’s 
walk with God. This deception 
may have been responsible for 
the rat-race among those who 
besiege the 21st Century churches 
in Nigeria and rather than harvest-
ing souls for the kingdom of God 
and getting people ready for the 
journey hereafter, they are busy 
making many Yakubus.

In many offices today, there are 
numerous Yakubus, who work 
for their pockets and not for the 
corporate good of their organisa-
tions. At the slightest opportunity, 
they “hammer” and take off. They 
are always restless. They are there 
in the private sector of the nation’s 
economy. They make sure they 
arm-twist government and they 
are always screaming at policies 
of government, yet they make life 
difficult for their fellow compatri-
ots just to make more gain. A good 
number of them in the country are 
stupendously rich, they complain 
of business environment not being 
friendly. They have choice man-
sions all over the place. Some of 
them hardly pay salaries to their 
workers. They operate slavish 
rules in their organisations just to 
squeeze the unmotivated work-
force to serve with rigour.

But now Yakubu’s case is up, 
those slave drivers are shouting on 
top of their voices, ‘crucify Yakubu’. 
Until, everyone in the country 
realises the need to live and let 
live; and that all is vanity in this 
world, the mad rush for mammon 
will continue. And unless govern-
ment and political practitioners 
de-emphasise the issue of money, 
Nigeria would continue to see a sit-
uation where an individual would 
be richer than a state through blind 
acquisition of wealth; and the 
society will then not be free from 
some elements whose sleeping 
and waking thoughts are how to 
inconvenience others to please self.

But what pains me most in this 
Yakubu’s case is that the man’s 
name is Andrew. Whereas the 
Biblical Andrew, where his par-
ents must have drawn his name, 
was a true follower of Christ, 
who abandoned his net and other 
earthly riches to serve the Lord, 
this particular Andrew, the son of 
Yakubu, believes he has come to 
stay here in the world.

Whereas the Andrew that fol-
lowed Christ was faithful to his 
master that he was crucified on an 
x-shaped cross in Patras, Greece, 
our own Andrew was faithful to 
his belly.

Andrew, the Christ disciple, 
after being whipped severely by 
seven soldiers they tied his body to 
the cross with cords to prolong his 
agony. His followers reported that 
when he was led toward the cross, 
Andrew saluted it in these words: 
“I have long desired and expected 
this happy hour.”

Now, what would be the testi-
mony of Andrew Yakubu, on the 
day he would be taken to the gal-
lows for this sin against his fellow 
countrymen? There are Andrews, 
and there are Andrews.

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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“Corruption is a true enemy 
to development” - Sakhiagiin 
Elbegdorjt

T
he fight against cor-
ruption by the pres-
ent administration 
has to be critically 
and objectively as-

sessed to be able to understand 
its dialectics and dynamics.

No patriotic Nigerian should 
see corruption expanding in 
scope as if it is a productive 
venture. Criticising the way 
and manner it is being fought 
at present is not the issue; the 
fact is that it must be collec-
tively fought to a halt. Now let 
us go through a preview of how 
the Buhari administration has 
been handling financial reck-
lessness and gross leadership 
indiscipline that dominated the 
Nigerian economy.

Nigerians are horrified by 
the mind-boggling reports on 
sabotage of the national econ-
omy by past government of-
ficials, through the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC). The revitalised 
anti-corruption agency, from 
indications,  has p erforme d 
creditably in spear-heading 
the fight against the monster 
of corruption which in the past 
had threatened to pull down 
Nigeria. One of the shocking 
recoveries made by the EFCC 
involves forfeiture of $153.3 
million dollars or N33.1 billion 
by former minister of petro-
leum allegedly stolen from the 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation, $9.2 million and 
£750,000 seized in cash from a 
former GMD of the NNPC.

The Buhari administration has 
devised multiple tactics in fight-
ing corruption, one of which is 
the whistle blowing policy, yet to 
be a law but being implemented 
as an executive order, with the 
sole aim of encouraging Nige-
rians to expose corruption and 
also protect the identity of the 
whistle-blower. The policy guar-
antees 2.5percent or 5percent 
of the money recovered for the 
whistle-blower. This policy is 
yielding the requisite results as 
$151 million and N8billion looted 
funds were recovered within two 
months of its launch.

However, this seems to be a 
droplet in the ocean of sleaze 
perpetuated. Not too long ago, a 
Federal High Court ordered the 
interim forfeiture of Oil Pros-
pecting Licence (OPL 245) chris-
tened Malabu Oil, considered to 
be the most enormous oil block 
in Africa with proven crude in 
the region of 9 billion barrels, 
with a larger volume of gas 
reserves with a market value 
of $1.1 billion already shared by 
few individuals at the detriment 
of Nigeria and currently subject 
of investigation in Italy and the 
United Kingdom.

Corruption over the years 
has been at the heart of Nige-
ria’s problem. Regimes were 
changed in the past on accounts 
of phenomenal acts of corrup-
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tion allegedly perpetrated by 
leaders, all eroding public trust 
in government, undermining 
the rule of law, weakening the 
state’s ability to raise revenue 
for critical projects, while fuel-
ling violent extremism.

The social media savvy poli-
tician, Senator Ben Murray-
Bruce aptly captured the fears 
of the witch-hunt mongers 
when he tweeted – “the ad-
ministration’s anticorruption 
war isn’t a witch hunt, in my 
opinion, we need it. If you’re in-
nocent, prove your innocence. 
Don’t say witch hunt”.

So far EFCC has secured 187 
convictions, frozen 126 billion 
naira in just 120 accounts, the 
disclosure by the interim for-
feiture of funds that over N1.9 
trillion has been recovered 
from leaders who were trusted 

with public funds but lacked 
the capacity to treat the nation’s 
treasury with discipline and in-
tegrity. Add N32.8 billion from 
suspects implicated in the Police 
Pension Office.

The Attorney General of the 
Federation mentioned that his 
office recovered N15 billion and 
$10.5 million when he met the 
Senate committee on Judiciary. 
Little wonder Nigeria is in an 
economic mess.

Corruption has been so en-
trenched in the past that it 
s omewhat to ok a garb of a 
government policy, wherein 
funds meant for development 
of critical infrastructure were 
doled out as patronage. Today, 
the story is different. All loop-
holes for stealing of government 
funds have been blocked. This 
has informed the new cliché “no 

food for the boys” or “Baba no 
dey play ball”. The bad old days 
now appears gone forever.

The good news is that, the 
current Sherriff abhors corrup-
tion ab initio; he is enthroning a 
new financial order whose sole 
objective is to curtail financial 
indiscipline and implement 
probity in the institutions of 
governance.

We have seen a deliberate 
policy thrust of government in 
restructuring cash flow, viewed 
through the all-encompassing 
implementation of the Treasury 
Single Account (TSA) to reduce 
the number of accounts in oper-
ation and monitor government 
funds while the Efficiency Unit 
(E-Unit) serves as benchmark 
for government spending in the 
Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs). The TSA has 

helped in reducing the number 
of accounts in operation, while 
monitoring and firm control has 
significantly improved, with 
976 MDAs currently subscribed 
to the TSA.

Minister of Finance, Kemi 
Adeosun disclosed that the TSA 
has significantly witnessed an 
increase to the tune of N4.3 tril-
lion, noting that the Ministry’s 
inclusion of additional revenue 
hubs- shipping levies, airport 
landing charges, visa fess will 
increase revenue.

President Buhari’s commit-
ment to the fight against cor-
ruption is boosting Nigeria’s 
leadership role internationally, 
the badge of honour is Nigeria’s 
membership of the Open Gov-
ernment Partnership (OGP), a 
global body committed to ac-
countability and transparency 
in the management of public 
office.

To underscore his commit-
ment, the president will sign 
an executive order mandating 
over 500 MDAs to embrace open 
contracting. The Nigeria Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency 
Initiative (NEITI) is already key-
ing into this laudable policy, its 
beneficial ownership disclosure 
makes it compulsory to report 
owners of companies operat-
ing in the extractive industries 
and have a public register of 
owners and corporate entities. 
This will eliminate corruption 
through transparency and ac-
countability in the extractive 
industry and help track illicit 
financial flow.

Meanwhile, pragmatic ef-
forts are apace to sanitise the 
federal payroll of 1.2 million 
public servants with a wage 
bill of N165billion per month 
inherited by the current admin-
istration.

“The Federal Government 
payroll has been rid of 50,000 
ghost workers, saving the coun-
try a huge amount of N200 
billion while 11 persons cham-
pioning the syndicate of ghost 
workers have be en hande d 
over to the EFCC”, presiden-
tial spokesman, Malam Garba 
Shehu revealed recently.

The stamping out of large-
scale corruption and ineffi-
ciency which characterised the 
Nigerian polity in the past has 
started to propel governance as 
an institution under President 
Buhari. It is also pertinent to 
allude to the political will in 
loosening the economy from 
the firm grip of corruption, 
while the problem of unneces-
sary bureaucratic bottle neck 
is being addressed. Indeed, the 
present government is provid-
ing the enabling environment 
for growth and job creation 
now being spearheaded by the 
private sector.

It is obvious even to the 
doubting Thomases that Presi-
dent Buhari is  establishing 
a formidable structure and 
institutional reforms that will 
outlive his presidency.

Akanji, a public affairs, writes 
from Abuja.

President Buhari
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Stakeholders seek improved investment 
in school sports development

T
he need for both gov-
ernment and private 
sectors to encourage 
investment in the de-
velopment of sporting 

activities in schools for all round 
development of the youth has 
again been reiterated.

Andrew Jedras, principal, 
Atlantic Hall, among other stake-
holders made the call while 
speaking at the 23rd Annual Inter 
House Sports Competition which 
took place at Atlantic Hall Poka in 
Epe area of Lagos State.

Jedras said investment in 
sports is not a waste because it 
provides something tangible for 
both young and youths irrespec-
tive of their backgrounds or 
where they come from.

“If they got natural ability in 
sports and have the opportunity 
to develop it, they would be suc-

cessful not only for themselves, 
families or communities but for 
the country Nigeria,” he said.

Jedras called on government 
to encourage sports development 
at both private and public schools 

in order to raise more talents.
Lola Aboderin, chairman At-

lantic Hall Education Trust Coun-
cil, in her welcome address, said 
the annual inter house sports is 
a special day for parents to cheer 

Adedayo Awobokun, chair-
man of the occasion, tasked par-
ents on the need to encourage 
sports among their children, 
noting that sports and education 
if well balanced will help in the 
education and mental develop-
ment of students.

He said diseases such as high 
blood pressure and some other 
illnesses could be eliminated 
when one inculcates sports in 
daily activities. At the end of the 
events which witnessed spec-
tacular displays of athletics and 
performance play of calisthen-
ics, March past, relay races, High 
Jump and other events, Emerald 
emerged winner with 22 Gold; 12 
Silver and 15 Bronze medals.

Saphhire with 19 Gold; 25 Sil-
ver and 22 Bronze medals came 
second, while Topaz with 19 Gold; 
20 Silver, 18 Bronze medals and 
Garnet 17 Gold; 20 Silver and 22 
Bronze medals emerged 3rd and 
4th positions, respectively.

Stories by  KELECHI EWUZIE

MTN Nigeria 
collaborates with 
Lumos, to launch mobile 
electricity solution 

M
TN Nigeria has en-
tered into partner-
ship with world 
renowned solar ar-

chitect, Lumos, to launch mobile 
solar electricity systems for the 
benefit of families and busi-
nesses around the country.

The national roll-out of the 
service, which is set to hold on 
February 20th , in Abuja, will 
officially introduce the mobile 
electricity systems into the mar-
ketplace, making it easier for 
Nigerians to access the revolu-
tionary product.

Marketed as the Lumos Mo-
bile Electricity Service powered 
by MTN, the solution promises to 
be a catalyst for growth, poised 
to improve the

daily lives of Nigerians. With 
this innovative product, Nigeri-
ans can enjoy accessible, noise-
free and fume-free electricity 
for everyday

use and conveniently pay 
with airtime from a MTN mobile 
phone. The mobile electricity de-
vice which comes with a 5-year 
warranty, can light up bulbs 
and power appliances like fans, 
televisions, cellphones

and computers.
A statement obtained by 

BDSUNDAY quoted Ferdi Mool-

man, CEO MTN, as saying that 
over the years, MTN Nigeria 
has launched a variety of tech-
nology-driven products and 
initiatives which have helped to 
improve the lives of Nigerians, 
solve problems and

encourage intelligent minds 
with brilliant ideas to achieve 
more with natural resources.

“Our partnership with LU-
MOS was born out of the need to 
provide safe, affordable electric-
ity alternatives for Nigerians to 
uninterruptedly

conduct their daily business-
es. We at MTN value lives and 
the overall wellbeing of Nigeri-
ans and we’ll continue to put out 
initiatives that

focus on providing life solu-
tions,” Moolman said.

The first of its kind Mobile 
Electricity kit comprises a solar 
panel, an indoor power unit, 
phone charging accessories and 
2 LED light bulbs. 

…As Atlantic Hall holds Sports competition

their children who are doing very 
well in various events.

She noted that sports is about 
team work, trust and responsi-
bilities, getting along with one an-
other to achieve a common goal.

Guinness Nigeria refutes PharmaDeko’s debt claims

G
uinness Nigeria Plc 
says it has responded 
to a court process 
at the instance of 

Pharma Deko Plc which al-
leges that it (Guinness Nigeria) 
is contractually indebted to 
Pharma Deko Plc to the tune 
of N175, 699, 317.99 (One hun-
dred and seventy five million, 
six hundred and ninety-nine 
thousand, three hundred 
and seventeen naira, ninety-
nine kobo), representing an 
arbitral award made against 

the company and in favour 
of Pharma Deko Plc and also 
suggests that Guinness Nigeria 
is unable to pay this debt.

Guinness Nigeria has 
therefore, denied that it is 
indebted to Pharma Deko 
Plc in the stated amount or 
any amount at all and that its 
solicitors have filed a robust 
defence to Pharma Deko’s 
claims in court. The amount 
claimed by Pharma Deko 
Plc in the court process is an 
insignificant amount when 

compared with the revenue, 
cashflow and balance sheet 
of the company and man-
agement is very confident 
of being able to repudiate the 
claims in court.

The management of Guin-
ness Nigeria wishes to assure 
its employees, customers, 
shareholders and other stake-
holders that it is capable of 
meeting its financial and other 
obligations to its various stake-
holders and that it continues 
to operate as a going concern.

PAN loses sole delivery 
of 508 Peugeot cars

I
n response to the subtle 
agitation over the delay 
delivery of the 508 Peu-
geot cars for about 310 

lawmakers, the leadership 
of House of Representatives 
has resolved to extend the 
supply of the Peugeot 508 
to three other companies, 
BDSUNDAY can authorita-
tively report.

Our Correspondent gath-
ered that over N4 billion was 
budgeted for the procure-
ment of the vehicles in the 
2016 Appropriation of the 
House.

According to a lawmak-
er close to Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara, the decision became 
necessary to fast-track the 
supply process.

Under the new arrange-

KEHINDE AKINTOLA ment, PAN is to supply 100 
vehicles while the three other 
companies are to supply over 
260 units of Peugeot 508 at the 
same price.

He added that PAN has 
already delivered 50 units of 
the Peugeot 508 and distrib-
uted to members for oversight 
functions.

“We decided to incorporate 
three other companies that 
will supply the same brand 
of vehicle when we noticed 
the dire need to ensure timely 
delivery of these vehicles.

“As I’m talking to you, PAN 
has only delivered 50 vehicles, 
so you can imagine that with 
the pace at which PAN is 
delivering these vehicles, we 
may not get full delivery of 
the entire number until 2018. 
Then the essence of procuring 
them for oversight must have 

been defeated,” the lawmaker 
told our Correspondent at the 
weekend. He however noted 
that the agreement to incor-
porate other companies was 
taken alongside with PAN 
management, adding that the 
House Committee on House 
Services brokered the process 
leading to the initial contract 
and the new arrangement.

Meanwhile, several calls 
made to the PAN Managing 
Director were abortive as he 
did not pick his calls.

Another lawmaker from 
the North-East, who spoke 
under condition of anonym-
ity, admitted that several 
members were agitated by 
the undue delay in the de-
livery of the vehicles, barely 
two years to the expiration of 
the second session of the 8th 
Assembly.
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Managing teams in the food industry

 Sidi Osho

T
eam” is a word used 
f r e q u e n t l y  a n d 
loosely to mean many 
things. Katzenbach 

and Smith (1993) noted that the 
word “Teams” conjures up images 
of motivated and energized 
employees. However, Teams are 
more than just images and feelings.

The purpose of cross-functional 
teams is to take the individual 
skill sets and experience of team 
members and weave them 
together into a coherent mosaic 
to make the business objectives 
obtainable.

Cross-function teams are 
relevant in product development 
of a new product. As the project in 
the development of a new product 
begins teams and tams members 
will see their roles and relationship 
change. 

T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f 
management support from the 
top and a proper balance of team 
members is selected on the basis 
of team relevance, not informal 
position or personal compatibility. 
No group ever becomes a team 
until it can hold itself account able 
as a team.

For a team to be effective 
and productive it is critical to 
ensure clarification of issues, 
transparency, accountability,  
appropriate  fo o d systems 
channels, solid infrastructure, 
ensure both individual and 
organization learning. Setting up 
a team requires some orientation 
like, changing some of the way 
we work, breaking down the 
sequential approach of product 
development and the other 
activities, and replacing it with a 
concurrent approach where all 
the components are assembled 
into teams in unison. Building an 
entrepreneurial spirit within our 
monolithic global organization is 
the main goal.

It is however necessary to note 
that “Teams” break down due to m 
any reasons. Some of which include 
personality conflicts, power 
struggles, poor communication, 
unsupportive senior management, 
responsibilities to other teams with 
competing agendas, inadequate 
resources and failure to  learn from 
past experiences.

Companies should also be 
careful not to replace or substitute 
management of the food and 
manufacturing industry with 
teams. Teams perform most 
successfully when they have a 
well-defined leadership position 
and the person acting as leader is 
an advocate for the team across 
the organization. The team leader 
empowers the team but does not 
abandon it. The team leader is an 
advocate.  This element is very 
critical in the success of a new 
product dev elopement. Very few 
products get off the ground unless 
there is an advocate.

 When companies are focused 
on short-term gains, research 
people begin to look for quick 
fixes and quick turns in new 
product development. This scares 
Management away from taking 
on riskier long-term projects.

The key issue is to understand 

that you can assemble a group of 
people, but they won’t be a team 
until you create interdependence. 
Without interdependence, a 
group is simply a committee, and 
they do their jobs ion isolation, 
representing their departments 
and too often doing so redundantly.

In a surplus economy there 
is tendency for companies to 
compete on price, struggles 
to reduce redundancy and 
increase efficiency, inward look 
of organization, thus ignoring 
their customers. Thus in the re-
engineering and cost cutting issues 
of companies it is essential to look 
at the consumers of company 
products rather that looking only 
at internal reorganization.

Creating Internal cross –
functional teams consisting of 
marketing people, market research 
and research and development 
is also relevant, in increasing 
efficiency in the food and 
manufacturing industry. While 
an External Cross-functional 
team will consist of a food scientist 
(consultant), Marketing expert 
(consultant), suppliers and some 
customers. This external or outside 
team is part of a team dynamics. 
When this team is brought 
together they must be made aware 
of companies vision and mission, 
what you are attempting to do 
and when you are attempting to 
get it done. They have to feel some 
ownership of the out come, other 
wise they simply would not be 
effective team members.

This type of involvement is 
often necessary to break the 
corporate cultural mode and create 
a more open, entrepreneurial 
environmental. It can also be 
looked at from the customer-
focused approach. Food companies 
don’t have to undertake alone 
their new product development 
project. The use of Internal and 
Externals cross-functional teams 
result in more efficiency in work 
roles and sharing information. 

However clear goal setting and 
proper training is a essential pre-
requisite to establishments of 
teams.

A key aspect of accountability 
relates to rewards and incentives. 
When teams initial ly are 
formed within a traditional, 
corporate structure, individuals 
bring with them a diversity of 
reward systems. To make cross-
functional teams work, they 
should be compensated and have 
common goal. Compensation is a 
big problem much organization 
may have. Establishment teams, 
interdispliniary team means a 
change in compensation schemes. 
The solution is a compensation 
scheme based on marketplace 
ac c eptanc e and c orp orate 
profitability. All team members 
should have consistent, consumer-
driven compensation incentives 
and reward.

Cross-functional teams are not 
a magic solution. The management 
of the Food and Manufacturing 
Industry must have a clearly 
defined goal that is obvious to all 
team members, and can only be 
achieved by the contributions 
of a lot different skill sets and 
abilities. Before these individuals 
coalesce as a team, they must 
be properly schooled in team 
dynamics. During the formation 
of new product the experience 
of members of the team is always 
found valuable.

A key part of this culture also 
knows when to fold a team. In 
simple terms, a team has run its 
course when objectives have been 
met. It is extremely important that 
teams are disbanded when their 
function is completed. One of 
the most common management 
mistakes is the horrible tendency 
to create things for a tem to do 
once the objective is met, simply 
because they like the dynamic of 
the team.

In example of intelligent 
Quisine model of Campbell 

Soup Corporation the first teams 
were heavily R&D oriented. 
Marketing, logistics financial, and 
operations people were cycled 
in, as the business developed. 
It is healthy for team members 
to have an opportunity, at the 
appropriate time, to move back 
from the group into other areas 
of learning experiences with 
them and hopefully look at some 
of the more-established business 
through fresh eyes.

Fresh eyes are needed to meet 
the challenges of an intensely 
competitive, rapidly changing, 
global market-place. Cross-
functional teams create a nimble, 
goal-oriented, entrepreneurial 
business unit that c an act with 
dispatch like a smaller company, 
while adroitly using the resources 
available within a large company, 
when they are trained and 
managed well.

A key to team efficiency is 
management. Companies and 
research should find ways to 
maximize the output from teams, 
and to use the gathered expertise 
efficiently. Managing team 
projects is as difficult as managing 
individual projects-but since the 
input is greater, the output can be 
immensely better.

In Summary
Cross-functional teams are 

interdisciplinary. They focus 
on research, development and 
marketing. They are valuable, 
management tools to cross-
pollinate ideas and fast track 
development. Individual skills 
set and expertise of the team 
members are weaved together for 
better result. They become more 
effective and productive, when the 
members are well compensated as 
reward for their efforts.

 
Osho, a food scientist is of the 

College of Agricultural Sciences, 
Olabisi Onabanjo University. Ago-
Iwoye, Ogun State
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W
e can’t express suffi-
cient gratitude to you 
our teaming readers 
who have religiously 

stuck with us since our debut edition 
about two years ago on this global 
template. Same way; we are indebted 
to the Management & Staff of Busi-
nessday Media for availing us this 

global media to express ouf thoughts 
and opinions in our chosen field un-
interrupted. We cant but wish you all 
a very rewarding 2017. As the French 
man would say; Grand Mercie!

In view of this mutual relation-
ship, we have decided to share this 
food for thought with you. A friend 
from far away land shared it with 
us online and It stimulated us im-
mensely and we believe you would 
also find it rewarding as you lunch 
into 2917:

In 1892 at Stanford University, an 
18-year-old student was struggling 
to pay his fees. He was an orphan, 
and not knowing where to turn for 
money, he came up with a bright 
idea. He and a friend decided to host 
a musical concert on campus to raise 
money for their education.

They reached out to the great 
pianist Ignacy J. Paderewski. His 
manager demanded a guaranteed 
fee of $2000 for the piano recital. A 
deal was struck and the boys began 
to work to make the concert a success.

The big day arrived. But unfortu-
nately, they had not managed to sell 
enough tickets. The total collection 
was only $1600. Disappointed, they 

went to Paderewski and explained 
their plight. They gave him the entire 
$1600, plus a cheque for the balance 
$400. They promised to honour the 
cheque at the soonest possible.

“No,” said Paderewski. “This is not 
acceptable.” He tore up the cheque, 
returned the $1600 and told the 
two boys: “Here’s the $1600. Please 
deduct whatever expenses you have 
incurred. Keep the money you need 
for your fees. And just give me what-
ever is left”. The boys were surprised, 
and thanked him profusely.

It was a small act of kindness. But 
it clearly marked out Paderewski as a 
great human being.

Why should he help two people 
he did not even know? We all come 
across situations like these in our 
lives.

And most of us only think “If I help 
them, what would happen to me?”

The truly great people think, “If 
I don’t help them, what will happen 
to them?” They don’t do it expect-
ing something in return. They do it 
because they feel it’s the right thing 
to do.

Paderewski later went on to be-
come the Prime Minister of Poland. 

He was a great leader, but unfortu-
nately when the World War began, 
Poland was ravaged. There were 
more than 1.5 million people starv-
ing in his country, and no money to 
feed them. Paderewski did not know 
where to turn for help. He reached 
out to the US Food and Relief Admin-
istration for help.

He heard there was a man called 
Herbert Hoover — who later went on 
to become the US President. Hoover 
agreed to help and quickly shipped 
tons of food grains to feed the starv-
ing Polish people.

A calamity was averted. Pa-
derewski was relieved. 

He decided to go across to meet 
Hoover and personally thank him. 
When Paderewski began to thank 
Hoover for his noble gesture, Hoover 
quickly interjected and said, “You 
shouldn’t be thanking me Mr. Prime 
Minister. You may not remember 
this, but several years ago, you helped 
two young students go through col-
lege. I was one of them.”

The world is a wonderful place. 
What goes around comes around.

Please help others to the best of 
your ability. In the long run you may 

be helping yourself. God never forgets 
anyone who sows a good seed in 
other people, never.  

Nothing in nature lives for itself.
Rivers don’t drink their own 

water.
Trees don’t eat their own fruit.
Sun doesn’t give heat for itself.
Flowers don’t spread fragrance for 

themselves.
Living for others is the rule of 

nature. And therein lies the secret 
of living. 

Show some kindness to someone 
who truly does not deserve it in this 
2017 and see what you will receive 
in return. 

Welcome to a rewarding 2017 to 
you all!!

... Inspired by online post.
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 Continuing from where we 
stopped last week-

Buyer do’s and don’ts:

D
ecisiveness: As with 
sellers, it is impera-
tive that buyers op-
erate in a direct and 

decisive manner. This means 
establishing your target crite-
ria before you begin looking 
at acquisition opportunities 
and sticking to that game 
plan. When confronted with 
the sheer breadth of options 
in the multi-unit restaurant 
business, it is easy to get dis-
tracted. Instead of running 
yourself ragged looking at 
every deal in the market, 
set yourself up for success 
by knowing exactly what 
you are seeking. If you find 
casual dining concepts the 
most enticing, don’t waste 
your time and energy exam-
ining QSRs. Do decide which 
factors make a deal most com-
pelling to you, and do center 
your acquisition strategy 
around these criteria. 

 Don’t start actively pursu-
ing transactions before you 
have a strategy in place. Most 
people wouldn’t go to the 
supermarket without know-
ing how they planned on 
paying. Not everyone applies 
this logic when they seek 
restaurant acquisitions. Buy-
ers should establish strong 
relationships with various 
financing sources before they 
even begin looking at buy-
side opportunities, so when 
the right deal comes around 
they aren’t scrambling to 
secure the acquisition capital. 
Further, a bid that details the 
buyer’s proposed debt/equity 
structure, with a signed com-
mitment from a capital pro-
vider, is substantially more 
compelling to a seller than 
a bid lacking these things. 
Do have a financing option 

in place. 
Don’t wait for a sell-side 

advisor to tell you your bid 
was interesting, but their 
client chose the buyer with 
more certainty around fund-
ing. Whether you are an 
existing franchisee or not, 
it is vital to know the fran-
chisor you will be dealing 
with. What is their current 
growth strategy? What kind 
of franchisee do they prefer? 
Are they trying to bring new 
blood into the system or bulk 
up the operating platforms of 
existing franchisees? This last 
question is crucial, especially 
if you are looking to enter a 
new brand. Before pursuing 
a specific opportunity, meet 
with the franchisor to dis-
cuss their approval process 
and present your operat-
ing plan and team. Transac-
tions move far more easily 
and quickly when a buyer 
is preapproved and in good 
standing with the franchisor. 
Do establish this relationship 
early. Don’t wait until the bid 
process is complete to learn 
that the franchisor doesn’t 
view you as a viable buyer. Be 
aggressive. In today’s market, 
restaurant acquisitions are 
highly attractive, making for 
an exceedingly competitive 
environment.

 Buyers must be aggres-
sive. This is especially true 
when the transaction is the 
buyer’s initial investment in 
a brand. Existing franchisees 
may have built-in advantages 
(e.g., predicted synergies that 
allow them to make a higher 
bid, and/or having strong ties 
with the franchisor). New en-
trants be wary: you may have 

Let’s make a deal!: The Do’s and Don’ts 
of successful transactions

to pay a premium to tip that 
first deal in your favor. Buy-
ers must always be prepared 
to move quickly as delays 
often cause sellers to become 
discouraged or reexamine the 
sale. Another way to anger a 
seller and potentially lose a 
deal is to delay the purchase 
process in an attempt to re-
trade at a lower price. If you’re 
actively looking to buy and 
you come across the right 
deal, Do pursue it aggres-
sively. Don’t dawdle and miss 
your opportunity.

 Do’s and don’ts for all:
Have proper advisors. 

Whether buyer or seller, en-
gaging experienced, industry-
specific investment advisors 
and transaction-specific legal 
and tax counsel is paramount 
to your success. Acquisitions 
and divestitures alike have 
many moving pieces that can 
seem overwhelming without 
proper counsel. To achieve the 
utmost success, enlist the help 
of people who know how to 
plan, position, and execute 
transactions to your benefit. 
The resources required to 
navigate the intricacies of a 
multi-unit restaurant transac-
tion are considerable. Do hire 
professionals with proven 
insight and transaction ex-
pertise in the industry’s inner 
workings. Don’t rely solely on 
your everyday business advi-
sors or attorneys.

 Be realistic: This is pos-
sibly the most important 
concept in successfully com-
pleting a transaction. Both 
sides must be realistic about 
their expectations. If a seller 
is stuck on an unrealistically 
high purchase price or mul-

Okey Onyema
Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.
No: 08130100850
oke y.onyema@yahoo.
co.uk

ExcEllEnt 
lifEUnderstanding is 

simply to know 
how something 
works, or why 

something happens, or why 
it is so important. In the 
Holy Bible, King Solomon 
reveals that “Understand-
ing is a well spring of life 
to him who has it” (Prov-
erbs 16:22a). It is a well-
spring because the flow of 
it is unending. It activates 
and funds life with what it 
needs to exist. It releases 
the niceties that make life 
meaningful. There is no 
mastery without understand-
ing. Understanding is the 
antidote for struggling that 
makes life outstanding. It is 
an asset for purposeful liv-
ing and makes knowledge 

profitable.
Understanding is not aca-

demic knowledge. It does 
not come by the numbers 
of academic degrees one has 
acquired. There are people 
who have numerous aca-
demic degrees, but lack un-
derstanding on how to apply 
the knowledge they gained 
from their studies in real 
life situation. Understanding 
is not common sense, but a 
gift from the Almighty and 
all-knowing God. It is an 
endowment from God that 
enables a person to know 
how something functions, 
why something happens, 
why something is important. 
This endowment can be 
received and enhanced. It 
is available to anyone who 
desires it.

Understanding precedes 
implementation. Realisa-
tion of our plans, purposes, 
dreams, and aspirations 
in life depend on how we 
understand them. King 
Solomon further reveals 
in Proverbs 20:5, “counsel 
in the heart of man is like 
deep water, but a man of 
understanding will draw it 
out.” Ideas, dreams, visions, 
academic knowledge, and 
revelations give us infor-
mation but, understanding 
gives us strategy. In a class, 
many students can sit under 
a teacher to gain knowledge 
and instructions, but not all 
of them gain understand-
ing of how to activate the 
information or make it work 
in real life situations. The 
ones who gain understand-
ing on how to apply what 
they learnt, are the ones who 
excel in life.

Lack of understanding 
makes a person vulnerable 
to the evil suggestions and 
manipulations of the devil. 
The devil’s antics of mind 
enslavement and control are 

carried out wittingly against 
those who lack understand-
ing of how the Word of God 
functions, no matter their 
social and political status. 
Confusion is a sign of lack 
of understanding and how to 
deal with a difficult or emer-
gency situation. Most times, 
challenges overwhelm us 
because we do not under-
stand how to confront them 
successfully.

Success starts when a 
man understands his iden-
tity as a person “created in 
the image and likeness of 
God,” who have been called 
to have a relationship with 
God through His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the solid 
foundation for a success-
ful living. Understanding 
your identity in this Holy 
arrangement releases the 
dividends of destiny accru-
ing for you as a mortal being 
in a Holy partnership with 
the immortal Being.

Without knowing your 
identity- who you are, what 
you are endowed with, what 
you are here to do, and the 
God who created you- you 
will suffer from poor self-
worth and cannot confront 
the challenges of life suc-
cessfully. When you un-
derstand your identity in 
Christ, you will not struggle 
to believe in yourself and in 
your dreams. Many people 
fail, not because they do 
not have dreams of success, 
they fail because they lack 
faith in their dreams and in 
their ability to work it out. 
When you understand your 
identity, you will not hold 
any negative or inferior 
opinion about yourself. Ac-
cording to leadership expert 
and motivational speaker, 
John C. Maxwell, “Power, 
influence, and confidence, 
all start from a strong sense 
of identity.”

The power of 
understanding
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tiple, finding the right buyer 
will be a far greater challenge. 
On the flip side, it isn’t real-
istic for a buyer to propose 
a purchase price based on a 
2009 transaction multiple. 
The most realistic thing for 
both parties is to recognise 
that every transaction is a 
constantly moving, two-way 
street. If you want a deal to 
be successful, the negotiated 
terms must be satisfactory to 
everyone involved. Do view 
transactions in an objective 
and realistic manner. Don’t 
rely on subjective inclina-
tions or conjecture.

 We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however you can contact me 
for busness advisory services 
and training - send me a mes-
sage via WhatsApp or SMS.

Power of worry

T
he Lord Jesus al-
ready told us that in 
this life we would 
fac e  tr ials  and 
tribulations but we 

should be of good cheer, we 
should be excited for He has 
overcome the world. At face 
value, one may wonder what 
this is all about. But in the real 
sense of it, what He said were 
actually words of truth that 
are apt for us in this season 
and time. However, instead of 
holding unto this truth, many 
slip into worrying. There is no 
better time for truth about 
WORRY to be driven into our 
minds than now. The obvious 
events in the business world 
are a clear interpretation of 
the times we are in. Naira is 
being beaten black and blue; 
policies being unstable as 
ever, mass retrenchment hap-

pening everywhere. All these 
events leave in its trails worry, 
anxiety, stress and depression. 
Many have assumed that 
Jesus’s words are merely for 
adulation and have no practi-
cal application for their crisis. 
However, God is not a clown, 
when He says it, He means it. It 
is either Jesus’s words are true 
or not. In this current season, 
children are also participating 
in the worry parties in many 
homes. As they see situations 
change and their parents com-
plaining, they also join them.

Worry has become many 
people’s nature and so they 
think it’s irresponsible not to 
worry. Does WORRY have 
power? Yes it does, for if it 
does not we would not have 
many people either in the 
hospital or in the sanatorium. 
Can WORRY be overcome? 
Yes it can, if not Jesus would 
not have told us of it ahead of 
time and given us the antidote. 
The truth is that this is the 
end time weapon of the devil 
to ensure that we do not fulfil 
the purpose of God in our lives. 
Satan uses the worry strategy 
to take over what is ours. Ev-
ery time we permit WORRY, 
we give room to the enemy 
to take our goods. WORRY is 
a proof of our lack of trust in 
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the ability of God. In fact, we 
undermine God’s abiding pres-
ence when we accommodate 
worry. What do we do when 
reasons for WORRY come at 
us like a flood, and we seem 
not to have any control over 
it? In the fight against worry, 
recognition of its intent is our 
first defense in preventing 
it from destabilizing us. The 
intention of worry is to disarm 
us of ever putting up a fight 
against it. It appears as though 
we are helpless in the face of 
it. Worry comes with negative 
pictures of doom and end up 
stealing our JOY and PEACE. 
The Bible says that the JOY of 
the Lord is our strength. How 
do you fight when you have 
lost your strength? When you 
are not at Peace, you lose your 
coordination. How do you 
strategise to win when you 
are not coordinated?

Now that we know that 
worry has power. We also 
know that we are the ones 
that empower worrying by 
yielding to it. However how 
do we really resist those strong 
thoughts and emotions? Wor-
ries are negative thoughts and 
so we need to replace them 
with the right thoughts. We 
must lay hold on the WORD of 
the Master, believe and speak 

them. Refusing to allow the 
picture of the eventual out-
come be that of loss. Replace 
the outcome in your mind 
with picture of God’s divine 
intervention in that matter. 
If the worry is so loud in your 
mind, then get some place 
where you can speak God’s 
word to yourself. It requires 
deliberate steps to overcome 
these lies in our mind. And 
God’s word would always give 
you victory if you stick with it. 
In the same vein we perceive 
the WORD of the devil to have 
power, even much more we 
must see the WORD of God 
as being more powerful than 
the suggestions of lies of hell. 
You must never forget in your 
sojourn on earth, the power 
that worry has was given to 
it by you and I. This implies 
that we can take it back. As 
we gain momentum into the 
New Year, every power must 
be deprived of worry, every 
imagination must be brought 
to the feet of the WORD of 
Jesus, otherwise we lose out in 
life. The WORD of God must 
be celebrated above the lies 
of worry.

Ensure you do all that it 
takes to keep worry away 
from you, and as you do so 
remain blessed.

spiritonomics



The agric sector recorded 
positive growth in 2016 despite 
the decline in the nation’s GDP. 
What are the factors behind this 
growth?

T
he Nigerian economy 
is import dependent 
with very little non-oil 
exports; heavily rely-
ing on crude oil and gas 

exports with other sectors trailing 
far behind. The economy is, there-
fore, susceptible to shocks in the 
oil & gas industry. In recent times, 
these shocks have been caused 
by either developments in the 
international crude oil market or 
unease in the Niger Delta region.  
We’ve seen decline in both the oil 
and non-oil sectors. However, the 
agric sector thrived in terms of the 
nation’s GDP mostly due to the di-
versification of the economic base. 
Despite the challenges in the mac-
ro environment, businesses are 
increasing investments in mecha-
nized farming and other activi-
ties in the agric value chain, such 
as processing, storage, packaging, 
delivery and logistics. As a result, 
there’s been a surge in investment 
interest by both foreign investors 
and investment fund managers. 
The renewed focus of the govern-
ment on reviving productivity in 
the sector also contributed to this 
growth. The new Agricultural 
Promotion Policy (APP), Nigeria 
Incentive Based Risk Sharing Sys-
tem for Agricultural Lending (NIR-
SAL) and other Agric-financing 
arrangement, have given farmers 
and businesses new impetus and 
opportunities for growth. Cur-
rently, the Ministry of Agriculture 
is rolling out ambitious reforms 
across the sector aimed at cut-
ting the country’s dependency on 
food imports, creating jobs and 
generating growth. The reforms 
such as the move to privatise the 
procurement and distribution of 
fertiliser and seed have resulted in 
more private sector participation 
as well as increase in foreign direct 
investments. The introduction 
of Agricultural Transformation 
Agenda (ATA) brought about re-
forms in the sector.  National food 
production grew and led to a sharp 
reduction in food imports and di-
rect farm jobs rose in the period 
due to ATA interventions.  Other 
important points to mention is 
that government intend to reduce 
and eventually stop food impor-
tation valued at about N1trillion 
annually. Many private organisa-
tions have also diversified into 
the export market to earn FOREX 
following the prevailing scarcity- 
thus export of agro commodities is 
a low hanging fruit for prospective 
exporters. Also due to the oppor-

‘Export of agro commodities is low 
hanging fruit for prospective exporters’

BusinessInterview

Olabode Abikoye, HOD, Agribusiness Union Bank, in this interview with Mabel Dimma shares insight into the agric sector as 
regards policy and loans among others. He also speaks on Union Banks contribution to the sector.

tunities presented by the devalu-
ation of local currency, the sector 
witnessed new entrants which 
also contributed to the growth.

How can we improve upon 
this performance?

As the country aims to diver-
sify, agriculture is expected to 
play a key role in growing the 
non-oil sector in the coming years. 
The growing demand by a large 
population ensures the demand 
for agricultural produce remains 
high, however, policies over the 
medium and long term will in-
fluence the growth and develop-
ment of the sector. Performance 
improvement recommendations 
include: The need to deepen gov-
ernment intervention policies as 
well as increase public and private 
partnerships for investments in 
the sector to end food importa-
tion and encourage exportation. 
The ease of access to loans for 
farmers: Our small- and medium-
scale businesses continue to face 
difficulties in accessing long term 
and more affordable credit. Most 
stakeholders are of the opinion 
that the criteria set to access the 
government intervention funds 
(loans either by the CBN or direct 
from the Federal Government) are 
seemingly unrealistic. The condi-
tions are said to be too stringent 
for the consciously marginalized 
low-scale farmers, who constitute 
over 80 percent of the country’s 
farming population.  Government 
also need to address the issue of 
lack of land title documents; the 
State Governments must see rea-
son to make land available to po-
tential farmers for the purpose of 
achieving the goal of food security. 
A few suggestions on how we can 
create an enabling environment 
for agriculture to thrive in Nige-
ria include; improving farm stor-
age facilities and infrastructure, 
increased investment to make the 
sector more attractive to young 
people, and increased funding in-
tervention by the Federal Govern-
ment and the CBN, To achieve self-
sufficiency in food and other farm 
products, considerable work needs 
to be done across the various value 
chains.

The CBN’s Half year report for 
2016 indicates a decline in lend-
ing to the agric sector declined to 
3.08 per cent of total lending to 
private sector from 3.77 percent 
in 2015. In your view what is re-
sponsible for this decline?   

Sustained decline in produc-
tion levels, new orders and raw 
materials inventories are respon-
sible for the decline, thus global 
growth remained uneven as the 
risks remain tilted to the down-

side. The fore-going explanation 
attributed to the fall in banks’ 
holding of government securities 
and had a negative bearing on 
domestic credit to private sector 
(i.e financial resources provided to 
the private sector through loans, 
purchase of non-equity securities, 
trade credits and other account re-
ceivables that establish a claim for 
repayment).

Besides the various  interven-
tion funds of the CBN like CACS, 
Anchor Borrowers’ Program, 
what other policy measure is 
needed  to encourage banks to 
lend more to farmers?

For the Nigerian economy to 
achieve greater growth in the fu-
ture, the financial industry must 
be encouraged to serve the real 
sectors of the economy. Sourcing 
raw materials locally: corporate 
bodies should be encouraged with 
favourable government policies, 
to give agriculture the oxygen it 
needs to thrive by sourcing a great-
er percentage of raw materials uti-
lized locally in the nearest future. 
Apart from driving down costs for 
the manufacturers and ease the 
pressure on the nation’s dwindling 
foreign reserves, local raw ma-
terials sourcing will also play an 
important role in creating employ-
ment opportunities, boost income 
levels and empower farmers along 
the agriculture value chain. Build-
ing strategic partnerships with 
banks, agricultural NGOs, donor 
agencies & research organisations 

and leveraging these partnerships 
to mitigate some of the challenges 
that currently affect the agro-com-
modities value chain will take the 
agricultural industry to the next 
level and meet the funding needs 
of the stakeholders.  Establishment 
of out-grower schemes among 
farmers in Nigeria: This will help 
contribute to and improve food 
sufficiency and food security for 
our country as the demand of the 
urban consumer has presented an 
opportunity for the rural producer 
in recent times. A major gap is also 
the absence of a functional com-
modity exchange, as a country we 
must have a functional commod-
ity exchange to mitigate the issue of 
wild swings in commodity prices.

Despite the challenges of the 
agric sector, some banks are still 
making efforts to provide financing 
support to farmers, what is Union 
Bank’s experience in this regard? 

The key to unlocking the growth 
potential of agriculture in Nigeria is 
to empower the millions of small-
holder farmers who have access to 
millions of hectares of land. This 
will ensure they have access to ap-
propriate inputs, sufficient financ-
ing that will significantly boost 
productivity. The key model devel-
oped to this effect is the Agricul-
tural Franchise Model. This makes 
the smallholder farmer a franchisee 
of a larger farm, with access to all 
the necessary inputs. This model 
stands to minimise the risks asso-
ciated with investing in the sector 

and thereby stimulates the financial 
sector to invest in the Nigerian Ag-
ricultural Sector. With no evidence 
of improved Forex liquidity, and the 
Forex shortage still one of the key 
constraints on activities in Nigeria, 
we now expect negative growth to 
persist. Union Bank is unrelenting 
in the provision of funding support 
and technical advisory services to 
MSMEs and Commercial agribusi-
ness projects. Our active engage-
ment in agro-commodities value 
chain financing is hinged on the fact 
that the benefits of agriculture is 
becoming more visible, and the sec-
tor has  huge potentials to become 
a major foreign exchange earner 
and help boost the nation’s revenue 
base. Across the country, farmers, 
traders and transporters are seeing 
a shift in their fortunes; Nigerians 
who favoured imported products 
are now consuming local products. 
If there is any time to take a seri-
ous look at financing the growth of 
the sector, even as the nation moves 
away from over dependence on oil, 
it is now. Our development partners 
– CBN, NIRSAL, NAIC have been 
supportive over the years as regards 
providing the enabling on-lending 
support for qualitative boost in 
Union Bank’s agribusiness risk as-
sets portfolio. Our team possess the 
requisite skills set to actively func-
tion in the specialized sector – in 
areas such as relevant trainings in 
agro-commodities value chain fi-
nancing, technical appraisal of cred-
it requests, project monitoring and 
evaluation, enabling us make risk-
conscious and purposeful decisions.

What’s your projection for the 
sector this year?

In December 2016, Morocco 
and Nigeria signed an ambitious 
collaboration agreement to revive 
the abandoned Nigerian fertilizer 
blending plants; focusing on op-
timizing local materials, only im-
porting items that are not available 
locally. This program has already 
commenced and it is expected that 
it will create thousands of jobs and 
save Nigeria US$200 million of for-
eign exchange and over N60 billion 
in subsidies. An increase in such ar-
rangements is required for the sec-
tor to progress. The agriculture sec-
tor has huge potentials to become 
an alternative foreign exchange 
earner. However, the key issues 
remain unreliable power supply, 
export incentives, and access to fi-
nance.  We must take advantage 
of current opportunities to export 
processed agricultural products 
and manufactured goods. Expan-
sion of existing, as well as the de-
velopment of new Export Process-
ing and Special Economic Zones in 
partnership with the private sec-
tor is recommended.
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F
ollowing ongoing 
conversation in the 
Creative Communi-
cations circles about 
the dearth of materi-

als originating in sub-Saharan 
Africa  in international indus-
try magazines, the organizers 
of the Creativity Week have 
created an online led campaign 
#AlternativeStories to engage 
members of the industry and 
draw more awareness to the 
issue

The campaign, according to 
Campaign Week is undoubt-
edly a play on the phrase 
“Alternative Facts” used by 
President Donald Trump’s ad-
visor, Kellyanne Conway, who 
outraged the world when she 
claimed that the administra-
tion’s version of the crowd size 
at Trump’s inauguration were 
alternative facts.

Nnamdi Ndu, Cannes Lions 
representative in Nigeria and 

Managing Director of CHINI 
Productions, organizers of the 
event,says “the absence of our 
work in the global space is 
largely responsible for the ste-

reotype we see in stories about 
Africa.  No matter how truthful 
and well-meaning others try to 
be, no one else can tell your sto-
ry like you because it’s the one 

Creativity Week breaks campaign 
to change negative stereotypes

that wears the shoe that knows 
where it pinches”.

Continuing, Nnamdi said 
“we may think we have bigger 
issues of development, why 
should we bother with sto-
ries.  No, they’re linked. The 
more you accept these nega-
tive stereotypes, the more you 
become like that. That is why 
we must tell our own stories. 
Stories that project our values, 
capture and frame our aspira-
tions.”

As part of the campaign, 
the audience are requested 
to send in their stories using 
#AlternativeStories and #Cre-
ativityWkon Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram. The stories 
will be displayed on the event 
website www.creativity-
week.comand on the walls 
during the event at MUSON 
Centre holding  from 13 – 18 
March 2017,.

Some of the Headlines 
in the materials already re-

leased are “Africa has no good 
stories” and “We’re dearth 
poor”. Each of the headlines 
is followed by an alternative 
positive contradiction. For 
instance, “Africa has no good 
stories” is followed by the 
contradiction “especially if 
you don’t know Wole, Nguigi 
and Chinua”. However, it was 
the line “Nigerian’s use black 
magic when stuck in traf-
fic and need some good mu-
sic to take the edge off” that 
quickly captured the excite-
ment of the younger genera-
tion and university students 
as they were able association 
with the Hip hopand Afropop 
singer, Black Magic.

Creativity Week is the first 
event of its kind for the West 
African Marketing Communi-
cations industry, bringing to-
gether all sectors of the indus-
try including advertising - PR, 
digital, design and brand man-
agement.

LG says smart connected products offer 
opportunities for new functionality

T
he month of Febru-
ary is a special month 
of the year when the 
feast of Saint Valen-

tine a great symbol of love is 
celebrated all over the world, 
it is imperative for consumers 
to take advantage of the op-
portunities provided by tech-
nology to further strengthen 
the bonds amongst loved ones 
and to better stay connected. 
To maintain healthy relation-
ships, there is the need to con-
sciously invest in them and 
make them a priority. Smart 
technological connected prod-
ucts, according to LG offer op-
portunities for new function-
ality with greater reliability, 
higher utilization and capabili-
ties that go beyond established 
product limitation. LG smart 
technologies are readily avail-
able to help consumers create 
connections that will last long 
in their memories, it said in a 
statement.

 “LG’s uniquely designed 
technologies reward consum-
ers with a new method of con-
necting people across the globe 
as well as freedom to make new 
choices. Smart technology has 
over the years been evolving 
to become a crucial component 
of the consumers’ everyday life. 
Obviously, no two users are the 
same, at a time when personal 
relationships are celebrated, the 
public should embrace the pow-

er of technology to strengthen 
their bonds with loved ones and 
feel more connected than ever”.

 It said that research has 
shown that by year 2020 there 
are  likely to be over 5 billion in-
ternet users with half of them 
having access to the internet 
through their handheld tablet 
devices with about 80 billion 
connected devices worldwide. 
This connectivity, it believed 
will spread to our  lives bringing 
the three silos of work, home 
and surrounding environment 
into one seamless experience 
termed by Frost & Sullivan as 
“connected living.

 For instance, it said  LG’s ad-
vanced robotic vacuum cleaner 
provides  a good example of 
how the power of technology is 
being harnessed to make more 

time for loved ones without 
neglecting household responsi-
bilities. Consumers’ emotional 
connection to products dramat-
ically expands opportunities 
for proper identification of how 
consumers actually use the 
products to further enhance 
the company’s ability to de-
sign user-centric products. The 
Hom-Bot enables users to moni-
tor their homes from anywhere 
in the world, which is in addi-
tion to tracking cleaning prog-
ress and the camera attached 
to it help to keep an eye on pets 
and provides a warning signal 
whenever there is an intruder. 
Smart connected products also 
create room for manufacturers 
to develop much closer custom-
er relationship.

 Head of Corporate Market-
ing, LG Electronics West Africa 
operations,  Rajesh Agnihotri 
said: “the world we live in today 
is totally driven by technologi-
cal advancement and LG being 
a leading brand in terms of in-
novative products is not resting 
on its oars to see that consum-
ers have arrays of products that 
would help them fulfill their 
dreams by creating stronger 
connection between them and 
their loved ones. This is what 
I call purposeful bonding.” He 
stated further: we are poised to 
encourage sharing culture with 
richer users experience among 
consumers.”

Etisalat signs Simi as 
new brand ambassador

E
tisalat has signed Nigeri-
an soul music sensation, 
Simisola Bolatito Ogunl-
eye popularly known as 

Simi as the new Brand Ambas-
sador for the telecom brand.

Speaking at the formal sign-
ing of the agreement between 
the telco and Simi  in Lagos re-
cently, Director, Brands and Ex-
perience, Etisalat Nigeria,Elvis 
Ogiemwanye, said Etisalat is 
happy to welcome Simi into the 
Etisalat family. He added that 
the decision to sign the youth-
ful and talented artiste further 
affirmed Etisalat’s commitment 
to encouraging and supporting 
home grown talents in differ-
ent endeavors including art, sci-
ences or even business to realise 
their potentials.

“All of us at Etisalat heartily 
welcome Simi into the Etisalat 
family. We are especially excit-
ed at the final choice of Simi as 
our new Brand Ambassador be-
cause she perfectly fits into the 
set of tough criteria and pains-
taking selection process that we 
set for anyone who wants to be 
the Etisalat ambassador. She has 
good character, integrity and 
creativity’’, he stated.

Ogiemwanye said further 
that Simi as a highly talented 
singer has proved her worth 
within the short time of her en-
try into the Nigerian entertain-
ment industry, and that she is a 

source of positive inspiration to 
majority of young Nigerians.

Commenting on her choice 
as the new Etisalat Brand Am-
bassador, Simi expressed joy 
and fulfillment at her new role 
as the face of the telecom brand, 
and commended Etisalat for its 
unwavering commitment to 
the creative industry and talent 
development in Nigeria. ‘‘I am 
elated by this milestone in my 
music career; it is a big boost and 
I commend Etisalat for support-
ing home grown talents’’, she 
enthused

Since its launch into the Ni-
gerian market in 2008, Etisalat 
has consistently supported sev-
eral talent development initia-
tives including the sponsorship 
of DJ Xlusive All Whilte Party, 
Kado Picnic and Be A Nigerian 
Concert among others.

Nnamdi Ndu

Simisola Bolatito Ogunleye
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Natural hair doesn’t have to 
be expensive to maintain

As most of us already know, we 
are going through a natural hair craze 
in Nigeria currently as most women 
have resorted back to their natural 
hair. However, because we are African 
(Negroids), we have tightly coiled, kinky 
hair, which is usually very difficult and 
more expensive to maintain which is 
why hair relaxers became very popu-
lar amongst black people who wanted 
something to soften their hair and make 
it manageable.

In the 90’s some relaxers contain-
ing acidic chemicals that caused scalp 
damage and loss of hair to thousands of 
users were withdrawn from the mar-
ket; that was an eye opener to African 
women, who then realised that these 
dangerous chemicals and alkaline used 
to straighten their hair was causing 
more harm than good to them.

As a result, many people went back 
to keeping natural hair, and so some 
companies decided to make products 
suitable for natural hair as they saw a 
need for such products. But we can all 
agree that these natural hair products 
are not cheap by half.

Recently, I have realised that there is 
a reason why it is called “natural” hair. 
We definitely do not need any fancy 
product from off the shelf of your lo-
cal supermarket with nice name tag, 
packaged for your natural hair. We can 
use natural products on hair to keep it 
healthy, nice and long.

So here is a list of natural prod-
ucts to regularly treat your hair 
with;

    Avocado egg mask: Repair dam-
aged hair with avocado by mashing 
a ripe avocado (pit removed) with 
one egg, then apply this home rem-
edy to wet hair. Avocados are rich in 
vitamins, essential fatty acids, and 
minerals that will help restore lustre 
to your hair, while eggs enhance 
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damaged hair, honey can help. A 
natural home remedy, honey at-
tracts moisture. 

It’s also full of antioxidants and 
nutrients to feed hair follicles that 
house the live part of hair, encour-
aging hair growth.

 Vinegar and lemon juice: Ap-
plying a mixture of lemon juice 
and vinegar to your hair removes 
residues left by shampoo and hair 
products like hair spray. It will also 
moisturise your hair and help pre-
vent dandruff.

the protein in your hair. Leave on 
for at least 20 minutes, then rinse 
several times. Repeat once a week 
for damaged hair and once a month 
for healthy hair.

    Organic oils: Make sure to have 
a hot oil treatment at least once a 
week. Mix in organic oils such as 
olive, coconut oil, castor oil and 
shea butter.  Warm them in your 

microwave for about a minute and 
mask your damp hair with these 
oils, making sure that you rub them 
in, wear a plastic cap and leave to 
steam for about thirty minutes 

necessarily have to buy expensive 
natural shampoos for your natural 
hair. African black soap is perfect 
for your hair. It is a natural source 
of the vitamins A and E.  It also 
contains iron oxides and has natu-
ral healing properties.  It is one of 
those lost hair “miracle growth” 
products.  It doesn’t magically grow 
your hair or anything like that, but 
because of all its healing vitamins 
and minerals, it makes it very hard 
for your hair not to thrive and grow 
in a nourished, clean and healthy 
environment.

    Honey:  If you have dry or 

before rinsing out the excess oil. To 
keep the moisture in your hair, use 
an old T-shirt or old cotton fabric to 
wipe your hair rather than a towel.

    Natural black soap: You don’t 



S
ome p e ople are for-
tunate enough to be 
born with silver spoons 
in their mouths while 
others have to work 

exceptionally hard to purchase 
one for themselves.

Emem Okon, a 33-year wom-
an, fell into the latter category. 
The eldest child in a family of 
eight children, Emem who grew 
up in the midst of extreme pov-
erty says her parents drummed 
it into her ears quite early that 
she had to work twice as hard as 
privileged children to probably 
get half of what they have and 
this she says stuck in her brain 
for long time.

Emem began, “I can remem-
ber quite vividly while growing 
up, my mother would always 
drag me inside our one room 
whenever I’m playing with my 
peers most of who were from 
wealthy or middle-class homes 
and remind me why I need to 
study hard. She said those kids 
can afford to play their entire life 
because their future was secured 
but I cannot do that because they 
were steps ahead of me.”

For s ome one who came 
from a state stereotyped as one 
that breeds housemaids, gate-
men, cooks and drivers, Emem 
was determined to change the 
course of their lives and this she 
did by devoting her entire spare 
time to her studies.

“I knew where I was coming 
from and I decided on where I 
wanted to go. My mother was 
a cook and I had no plans of 
taking after her profession. I 
wanted something better than 
the menial jobs my people were 
known for, not just for myself 
but to improve the life of my 
family members,’’ Emem said.

Emem observed that the 
rich does not necessarily work 
harder than the poor and as 
such she said her little mind 
could not understand why her 
parents who engaged in strenu-
ous jobs earned little.

As a small child in primary 
six, Emem watched her parents 
struggle and sweat all day only 
to come home with meagre in-
come that could barely take care 
of the family needs. She noticed 
that the rich people just like the 
ones her parents worked for, 
just cross their legs and gave 
orders while sipping their cup 
of tea. Emem wanted their life, 
money and she was ready to 
work hard to get there.

“The only way for a poor soul 
like me was to read my way up 
there and that I was prepared 
for,” Emem said.

Emem’s father promised to 
make sure she gets the best 
education possible but he never 
lived to fulfill his promise as 
death came calling earlier than 
they imagined making life even 

more difficult than it was for 
them.

Emem was preparing for her 
Junior Secondary School exami-
nation when her father died. 
Emem’s father had an accident 
while he was on duty. Life be-
came so tough for them because 
her mother was earning so little 
compared to her Dad and it was 
the resources that were coming 
in from her father that had sus-
tain them all those while.

After struggling to complete 
her secondary school educa-
tion, Emem could not proceed 
to the university because the 
resources to get her were not 
available. She had to get a job to 
save up some money for school 
and also support the family.

“I  pass e d my s e c ondary 
school examinations at one 
sitting but there was no money 
to further my education. I got 
a teaching job in one private 
school close to my house and 
with the small salary I got from 
there, I helped my mother take 
care of my younger ones,” she 
said.

Two years after working as a 
primary school teacher, Emem’s 
mother who was now a trader 
decided it was time for Emem 
to go back to school but on the 
condition that she sees her 

other siblings through school 
upon graduation.

“After thinking about our 
condition, my mother told me 
to buy JAMB so I can go back to 
school. We agreed that once I’m 
done with school, I will help her 
train my brothers and sisters.

“I got admission into one 
of the federal universities in 
the country to study Banking 
and Finance, with the dream 
of working in one of the good 
banks in the country. It was re-
ally difficult for me to survive 
in school with the money I was 
getting from home. I had to start 
braiding student’s hair mostly 
on Saturdays and Sundays to 
make more money for hand-
outs and other needs”

“I was posted to Benue State 
and I prayed to serve with any 
bank because I heard most 
people are lucky enough to 
be retained after service but I 
ended up serving in a second-
ary school in village. I had no 
problem with food because 
the students showered me and 
other teachers with most of 
their farm produce so I sent 
money half of my money home 
every month as soon as I got the 
alert,” she said.

After youth service, she 
combed the streets of Port Har-

court looking for Jobs but when 
she could not find her desired 
job, she ended up with the one 
that was available.

“I left Benue State for Port 
Harcourt in Rivers State two 
days after collecting my dis-
charge certificate and immedi-
ately started job hunting. I’ve 
always wanted to work in a 
bank but when the bank job 
was not forthcoming, I started 
teaching again but this time in 
a secondary school. The salary 
was okay for a single person but 
not someone like me that had 
so many responsibilities,” she 
recounted.

Faced with the task of tak-
ing care of her siblings, Emem 
resigned after teaching for 
four months with the decision 
to travel to Lagos in search of 
greener pastures.

“While I was going around 
submitting my CV in different 
companies, most of them told 
me that they would get back 
to me after hearing from their 
head office in Lagos. I’ve heard 
stories about Lagos and the 
opportunities inherent in that 
city so I told my Mum about 
my plans and she said I can stay 
with her friend pending the 
time I get a place of my own.”

The next day after Emem 

It happened to me: ‘It’s always 
darkest before the dawn’
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touched Lagos, she was every-
where submitting her résumé 
with the hope that one of the 
companies would call her soon. 
Heaven smiled on her and the 
interviews soon came rolling in.

One of the companies she 
submitted her résumé invited 
her for interview after which 
she was offered a job. The take 
home was huge and she wasted 
no time in sharing the good 
news with her family whose joy 
knew no bounds.

“I got a text message to come 
for an interview in a company 
on Lagos Island and this was one 
job I prayed to get because the 
salary was inviting as one of the 
staff told me. I did my best dur-
ing test and oral interview, and 
was called to come and pick up 
my letter of appointment. My 
mum was so happy when I told 
her about the job because her 
business was not generating as 
much money as before.

Less than two weeks after 
working in her new office, she 
was shocked beyond words 
when her boss told her she has 
to be his mistress and when she 
shook her head, he said her days 
in the company are numbered.

“My boss sent for me one 
morning and told me he wanted 
us to start going out and when I 
refused he said I cannot continue 
working with them. I felt very 
bad hearing it then because I’ve 
already wasted so much money 
on transport moving to and fro 
from Agege to Lagos Island for 
almost two weeks.

“It’s easy to condemn and 
talk ill about ladies who give in 
to temptations like this when 
you’re not in their shoes. If 
not because of my upbringing, 
I was tempted at some point 
for the sake of my family but 
after weighing what I will gain 
against what I will lose, I discov-
ered that it was not worth the 
try,” she said.

The next few months marked 
the phase of another trying pe-
riod for Emem who besides tak-
ing care of her personal needs 
had her family to worry about.

“When I got home that fate-
ful day, I decided that I was 
no longer going back to that 
office. I went through a lot in 
the university and I never for 
once thought about cheapening 
myself to get what I needed. So, 
I cannot afford to do that now,’’ 
she recounted.

The patient dog they say eats 
the fattest bone, Emem finally 
got her dream job in one of the 
biggest banks in Nigeria with 
a fat salary and other mouth-
watering benefits to go with it.

Looking back, she said she 
was glad she never compro-
mised on her values and she 
encourages everyone to work 
hard and keep their heads up 
because hard work still pays in 
the end.
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On Your DSTV This Week 

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Kim Raver got her start as a child star 
in 1975 appearing on Sesame Street 
at age 6. She remained on the show 
for three years. She initially acted in 
commercials for Visa and Jeep when 
her adult career began. Her first 
prominent role was her Broadway 
debut in 1995 in the Philip Barry play 
“Holiday” in which she co-starred 
with Laura Linney and Tony Gold-
wyn. She also appeared in the feature 
film City Hall with Al Pacino. She 
also co-starred with John Spen-
cer (of NBC’s The West Wing) and 
David Schwimmer in “The Glimmer 
Brothers”, a production of the Wil-
liamstown Theatre Festival, written 
by Warren Leight. After her time on 

BEHIND CAMERA PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Ava DuVernay made her feature directorial 
debut in 2008 with the documentary This Is 
the Life, a history of LA’s Good Life Cafe’s arts 
movement. DuVernay began with documen-
taries because they can be done on a smaller 
budget than a feature film, and she could 
learn the trade while doing so. 
In 2011, DuVernay’s first narrative feature film, 
I Will Follow, a drama starring Salli Richard-
son-Whitfield, was released theatrically. 
In the summer of 2011, DuVernay began 
production on her second feature film, 
Middle of Nowhere. The film was acquired 
by AFFRM and Participant Media at the 2012 
Sundance Film Festival, where it played in 
U.S. Dramatic Competition and garnered the 
Best Director Award for DuVernay, the first 
African-American woman to ever win the 
prize. DuVernay also won the Independent 

Kim Raver Ava DuVernay
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LETHAL WEAPON
 

Rebooting the hit movie franchise 
of the same name, “Lethal 

Weapon” follows Martin Riggs and 
Roger Murtaugh as they combat 
crime in Los Angeles. Following 

the death of his wife and their 
unborn child, ex-Navy SEAL Riggs 
moves to California in search of a 
new start at the LAPD, where he 
is paired up with Murtaugh, who 

recently suffered a near-fatal heart 
attack.

February 13 2017
8:30

THE JUNGLE BOOK
An orphan boy is raised in the 
Jungle with the help of a pack 
of wolves, a bear and a black 

panther.
February 19 2017

22:20  

Before We Go
A chance encounter between two 
strangers (Chris Evans, Alice Eve) 
in Grand Central Terminal sparks 

a life-changing, night time sojourn 
through New York City.

February 19 2017 
3:10

Grandma
A misanthropic poet (Lily Tomlin) 

takes her granddaughter (Julia 
Garner) across Los Angeles in 
search of the money she needs 

to terminate her unwanted 
pregnancy.

1:45

THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU
 

Just as he is on the brink of 
winning a Senate seat, politician 

David Norris (Matt Damon) 
meets a ballerina named Elise 

Sellas (Emily Blunt). 
February 16 2017 

22:35 

Gangster’s Paradise: Jerusa-
lema

 
A petty crook (Rapulana 

Seiphemo) builds a criminal 
empire in Johannesburg, but an 
escalating war with a drug lord 
and police pressure threaten to 

shut him down.
February 17 2017 

00:30 

Paycheck
Paycheck is a 2003 sci-fi thriller 

film based on the short story 
of the same name by science 
fiction writer Philip K. Dick. 

The film was directed by John 
Woo and stars Ben Affleck, Uma 

Thurman and Aaron Eckhart. 
February 17 2017 

4:25 

The Replacement Killers
The Replacement Killers is 

a 1998 American action film 
directed by Antoine Fuqua in his 

feature film directorial debut, 
and starring Chow Yun-fat, Mira 

Sorvino, Michael Rooker and 
Kenneth Tsang.

February 18 2017 
22:35 

Channel 110 Movies Action Channel 101 Channel 102 Movies Family MNET Movies Action 106

THE PERFECT WEAPON
 

The Perfect Weapon is a 1991 
action-martial arts film star-

ring acting newcomer Jeff 
Speakman. Set in Los Angeles, 

the film relates the story of 
a young man, Jeff, who is 

trained in the martial art of...
February 12 2017 

12:05  

The Ascent 
Mountain guide, Emily Wilks, 

is forced to lead a group of 
men up the perilous Devil’s 
Peak. But leading the group 

up Devil’s Peak is just a stall-
ing tactic until Emily reveals 

her own dark secret.
February 16 2017 

11:55

State of Play
State of Play is a 2009 British-

French-American political 
thriller film. It is an adaptation 

of the six-part British televi-
sion serial of the same name 
which first aired on BBC One 

in 2003.
February 13 2017 

5:40 

Four Corners
Four Corners is a 2013 South 
African coming of age crime 
drama film about family lost 

and family regained, directed 
by Ian Gabriel.

February 12 2017 
8:25 

GETTING PLAYED
 

Three friends (Carmen Electra, 
Stacey Dash, Vivica A. Fox) play a 

game of seduction on a stranger (Bill 
Bellamy), but the tables are turned 
when he finds out about the joke.

February 17 2017 
11:10

Valentine’s Day
In a series of interconnected stories, 

various Los Angeles residents 
(Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel, Bradley 
Cooper) wend their way through 

the highs and lows of love during a 
single day. 

February 20 2017 
18:37

Hanging Up
Hanging Up is a 2000 American 

comedy-drama film about a trio of 
sisters who bond over the approach-

ing death of their curmudgeonly 
father, to whom none of them were 

particularly close.
February 12 2017 

9:15

Hoot
Hoot is a 2006 American family com-

edy film, based on Carl Hiaasen’s 
novel of the same name. It was writ-
ten and directed by Wil Shriner, and 
produced by New Line Cinema and 

Walden Media.
February 12 2017 

11:10 

LAW & ORDER
 

Filmed on location in New York, the 
drama showcases the sometimes-
complex process of determining 

guilt or innocence, while lives hang 
in the balance. Often inspired by the 
latest headlines, the plots highlight 
legal, ethical or personal dilemmas.

February 14 2017 
23:55

Legion
David Haller is a troubled young 

man who was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia as a child. He has 

been in and out of psychiatric 
hospitals for years and, now in his 

early 30s, finds himself institutional-
ized again. 

February 16 2017 
19:10 

Legend
Legend is a 2015 French-British 

crime thriller film written and di-
rected by Brian Helgeland. The film 

is adapted from John Pearson’s book 
The Profession of Violence: The Rise 

and Fall of the Kray Twins...

February 15 2017 
20:00

Hell on Wheels
The Civil War is in the past, but 

former Confederate soldier Cullen 
Bohannon can’t put it behind him. 
Fresh are the horrific memories of 
the death of his wife, killed at the 

hands of the Union soldiers, an act 
that sets Bohannon on a course of 

revenge.
February 13 2017 

20:50 

MASTERS OF SEX
 

William Masters and Virginia 
Johnson are known as pioneers 

of the science of human sexuality. 
Their research shoots them to fame 
on a trajectory that takes them from 
humble beginnings in the Midwest 

to the cover of Time magazine.
February 15 2017 

22:00

The Night Shift
A night-shift doctor at San Antonio 
Memorial, T.C. Callahan struggles 
to find the balance between saving 
lives and the hard reality of running 
a hospital. Joining him as he faces 
the sometimes dangerous task of 
running the emergency room are 

his best friends. 
February 16 2017 

17:00
Elementary 

The duo goes against a clever op-
ponent, who forces Holmes to think 
out of the box. Meanwhile Watson’s 
troubles with her father are brought 

into focus when he writes a book 
about her and Holmes.

February 15 2017 
17:00

Flesh and Bone
After a long career as an acclaimed 
dancer, Paul Grayson founded the 

American Ballet Company, and he’s 
determined to make it rank among 
the world’s best artistic institutions. 

February 12 2017 
1:00

Channel 111 Romance Fox Channel 25 
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With 

Nathaniel Akhigbe

television series 24, and was a 
series regular for two seasons.

Raver joined Season 6 of 
Grey’s Anatomy in a recurring 
role as Dr. Teddy Altman, a car-
diothoracic surgeon brought in 
by Dr. Owen Hunt, who served 
with her in Iraq. In 2014, Raver 
returned to the role of Audrey 
Boudreau (née Raines) for the 
twelve-episode 24: Live Another 
Day. In 2015, she had a guest-ap-
pearance on the eleventh season 
premiere of Bones.

Raver married Manuel Boyer, 
a French actor and writer, in 
2000. She has two sons, Luke 
West Boyer (b. 2002) and Leo 
Kipling Boyer (b. October 9, 
2007).

Spirit John Cassavetes Award for her 
work on the film.
DuVernay directed Selma, a $20 million 
budget film produced by Plan B Enter-
tainment, about Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Lyndon B. Johnson, and the 1965 
Selma to Montgomery march. In July 
2016 the New York Film Festival made 
the surprise announcement that 13TH, 
a documentary directed by DuVernay, 
would open the festival.  

Sunday 19 February 2017C002D5556

Third Watch, she was cast as 
Audrey Raines in the popular 



TV DRAMA FILMS PERSONALITY
Showing from 27th of February, to 2nd of March, 

2017  at the Silverbird Cinemas, SeAbuja THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

COMING SOON MOVIE REVIEW

Synopsis:
Ocean’s Eight is an up-
coming American com-
edy heist film directed by 
Gary Ross and written by 
Olivia Milch. It is a spin-
off of the Ocean’s Trilogy, 
and will be released on 
June 8, 2018 by Warner 
Bros. Pictures. 
Initial release: 8 June 2018 

Based on a bestseller by Zane, this 
2014 version tackles sex addiction, 
although it doesn’t reveal its true 
subject right away. When the movie 
begins, Zoe (Sharon Leal) is happily 
married to Jason (Boris Kodjoe) with 
two kids, a nice house, and a glamor-
ous (if faintly detestable) job helping 
artists market and monetize their 
personal brands.
Despite her perfect life and triple-
forever love, an impossibly stupid 
meet-cute with art star Quinton 
Canosa (William Levy) ends with 
Zoe giggling and babbling at his 
very glance, and the movie seems 
to be constructing a rudimentary 
love triangle.
But Zoe’s subsequent extramari-
tal dalliance with Quinton—her 
first affair and only her second 
romantic partner ever—brings out 
her demonically insatiable sexual 
desires, first hinted at in an ear-
lier scene where Jason selfishly falls 
asleep after only two rounds of sex, 

Ocean’s Eight Addicted

denying her a third. Addicted overheats these 
encounters enough to feel like it might turn into 
a stalker thriller at any moment. It comes close 
at least once, but never pulls the trigger, instead 
attempting to earnestly address the issue at hand. 
Woodruff ’s direction is smooth enough on a 
technical level, but the film’s storytelling has little 
dimension, even for a melodrama.
 

Reviewer: Jesse Hassenger
Interested readers can also review a movie of his or 
her choice of not more than 200 words and sends 
to: nathaniel.akhigbe@businessdayonline.com.
SMS only: 08054692431 

Synopsis:
The Shack takes 
us on a father’s 
uplifting spiritual 
j o u r n e y .  A f t e r 
suffering a fam-
ily tragedy, Mack 
Phill ips spirals 
into a deep de-
pression causing 
him to question 
his innermost be-

The Shack
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 Synopsis:
Ingrid Goes West is an 
American comedy-dra-
ma film directed by Matt 
Spicer and written by 
Spicer and David Bran-
son Smith. The film stars 
Aubrey Plaza, Elizabeth 
Olsen, O’Shea Jackson 
Jr., Wyatt Russell, and 
Billy Magnussen. 

INGRID GOES WESTA DOG PURPOSE ARRIVAL

RESIDENT EVIL: THE FINAL CHAPTER

RAEES

 Synopsis:
Retired super-assassin 
John Wick’s plans to 
resume a quiet civilian 
life are cut short when 
Italian gangster Santino 
D’Antonio shows up 

JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 2

Synopsis:
After coming out of self-
imposed exile, daredevil 
operative Xander Cage 
(Vin Diesel) must race 
against time to recover a 
sinister weapon known as 
Pandora’s Box, a device that 
controls every military sat-

xXx: Return of Xander Cage

ellite in the world. Recruiting 
a new group of thrill-seeking 
cohorts, Xander finds himself 
entang… More
Initial release: 19 January 
2017 (Germany)
Director: D. J. Caruso
Stars: Vin Diesel, Donnie Yen, 
Deepika Padukone

Initial release: 20 January 2017
Director: Matt Spicer
Stars: Angelica Amor, Megan 
Griffey, Andrew Horschak

(USA)
Director: Gary Ross
Stars: Olivia Munn, Dakota Fan-
ning, Matt Damon, Rihanna 

 Omotola Jalade Ekeinde celebrated 
her 39th birthday on 7th February, 
2017, alongside her second daughter, 
Meraiah.
The actress, her husband and friends 
which included Peter Okoye and Moses 
Inwang, celebrated by having drinks 
and Karaoke last night. 

Omotola hits 39
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Synopsis:
A dog looks to dis-
cover his purpose in 
life over the course 
of several lifetimes 
and owners.
Friday:  12:00PM, 
4:30PM, 6:15PM
Saturday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Sunday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Monday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Tuesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Wednesday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM
Thursday: 12:00PM, 4:30PM, 6:15PM

Synopsis:
When 12 mysteri-
ous spacecraft 
appear around the 
world, linguistics 
professor Louise 
Banks is tasked with 

Synopsis:
Picking up immediately after the events 
in Resident Evil: Retribution, Alice 
(Milla Jovovich) is the only survivor of 
what was meant to be humanity’s final 
stand against the undead.
Friday:  12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Saturday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Sunday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Monday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Tuesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Wednesday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM
Thursday: 12:30PM, 2:40PM, 4:50PM, 
7:00PM, 9:10PM

Synopsis:
Criticizing the prohibition of alcohol, 
prostitution and illegal drugs in Guja-
rat, this film unfolds the story of a cruel 
and clever bootlegger, whose business 
is highly challenged by a tough cop.
Friday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Saturday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Sunday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Monday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM
Tuesday:  12:30PM, 3:20PM

on his doorstep with a 
gold marker, compelling 
him to repay past favors. 
Ordered by Winston, 
kingpin of secret assassin 
society The Continental, 
to respect the orga… 
More
Initial release: 10 Febru-
ary 2017 (USA)
Director: Chad Stahelski
Stars: Ruby Rose, Keanu 
Reeves, Bridget Moynahan

a mysterious letter 
urging him to an 
abandoned shack 
deep in the Oregon 
wi… More
Initial release: 3 
March 2017 (USA)
Director : Stuart 
Hazeldine
S t a r s :  O c t a v i a 
S p e n c e r,  S a m 
Worthington, Rad-
ha Mitchell

 Synopsis:
Ex-maid of honor Eloise - having been 
relieved of her duties after being uncer-
emoniously dumped by the best man via 
text - decides to hold her head high and 
attend her oldest friend’s wedding anyway. 
She finds herself seated at the random table 
in the back of the ballroom with a disparate 
group of...
Initial release: 3 March 2017 (USA)
Director: Jeffrey Blitz
Stars: Anna Kendrick, Lisa Kudrow, Amanda 
Crew

interpreting the language of the alien 
passengers inside.
Saturday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Sunday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Monday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Tuesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM
Wednesday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 
3:40PM, 6:00PM, 8:20PM
Thursday: 11:10AM, 1:20PM, 3:40PM, 
6:00PM, 8:20PM

SAVING DREAMS

Synopsis:
A naive girl with dreams of stardom, 
marries a powerful man, who abuses 
her while running a foundation that 
protects abused women.
Saturday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Sunday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Monday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Tuesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM
Wednesday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 
8:30PM
Thursday: 2:50PM, 6:40PM, 8:30PM

THE WEDDING PARTY
Synopsis:
The Wedding party follows the she-
nanigans that go on during the plan-
ning of a wedding in Nigeria. Dunni a 
24 year old art gallery owner and only 
daughter of her parents, Engineer 
Bamidele and Mrs. 
Friday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM
Saturday: 12:10PM, 2:10PM, 4:10PM, 
6:10PM, 8:10PM

 
Synopsis:
On the last day of the year, 
mild-mannered high school 
English teacher Andy Camp-
bell (Charlie Day) is trying 
his best to keep it together 
amidst senior pranks, a dys-
functional administration, 
and budget cuts that put 
jobs on the line. But things 
go from bad to worse when 

Fist Fight

THE WEEK ESSENTIAL NEW RELEASES 

liefs. Facing a crisis 
of faith, he receives 

he accidentally crosses his…
Initial release: 17 February 2017 (USA)
Director: Richie Keen
Stars: Christina Hendricks, JoAnna Garcia Swisher, 
Charlie Day



BeatTheStreet

Fret not! Police 
is your friend
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frivolous charge or the other; if 
the victims are lucky they may 
be allowed to phone a relative.

Like the pathetic story of a 
guy who was shown on Crime 
Fighters; he’d been locked up 
in Kirikiri for the past 25 years. 
According to him, he had just 
come to Lagos after his second-
ary school in Akwa Ibom, when 
police raided a bus stop and he 
was among those picked. Sadly, 
at that time there were no mo-
bile phones or virtual means of 
communication; to his family, he 
must have died tragically some-
where and somehow. 25 years of 
a man’s’ life thrown to the wind 
with no compensation or anyone 
held responsible for it.

There’s this story:  A group of 
armed robbers attacked a man in 
his house, beat him to a stupor, 
carting away valuables. Kind 
neighbours rescued and took 
him to the hospital, where he 
was admitted and resuscitated. It 
was said that in the morning, the 
police DPO in charge of that area 
came to the hospital to get the 
man’s statements as the neigh-
bours had lodged a complaint 
of the incidence at the station. 
On sighting the DPO with his 
two companions, the man on his 
hospital bed fainted. It was later 
learnt that the DPO was the one 
who led the gang of armed rob-
bers to the man’s house.

Pray tell, if one has friends 
like the Nigeria Police, who 
needs enemies?

F
or a long time, the Ni-
geria Police Force has 
been trying to sell itself 
to Nigerians; they have 
tried albeit unsuccess-

fully to convince everyone that 
the “Police is your friend.”

It was a warm afternoon in 
December 2016; when I noticed a 
horde of commercial motorcyclist 
racing off like their lives were in 
danger, on Marine road, within 
Apapa GRA.  Among the riders 
was an unfortunate lad, who had 
a faulty motorcycle, and so had 
to manually push it while trying 
to escape. It wasn’t long a black 
pickup with the inscription ‘OP 
MESA’ came into view- on the 
tails of the fleeing riders.

Four fully armed men in uni-
form where ensconced within 
the vehicle as it drove after the 
men, and caught up with the 
young lad. He, perceiving they 
had caught up with him, threw 
the motorcycle and ran a little 
distance away for his dear life. 
The OP MESA vehicle came to a 
halt in the middle of road; one of 
the officers stepped out, walked 
in anger towards the fallen mo-
torcycle, kicked it angrily and 
with the butt of his rifle began 
to smash it. One of his colleague 
came down and joined him in 
the deed; the lad seeing how his 
means of livelihood was being 
destroyed, took some steps for-
ward, but threatened by the first 
officer who raised and aimed his 
rifle at him, ready to shoot, he 
stayed back.

This scenario is the norm, as 
uniformed security personnel 
believe they are not mortals, but 
above every other citizen whom 
they refer to as “bloody civilian.”

OP MESA or Operation MESA 
is a joint internal security opera-
tional platform with the support 
of the military and civil author-
ity- it is an operational synergy 
between the Nigeria Police and 
the military.

The Nigeria police Force is 
synonymous with a lot of things, 
mostly negative, especially brib-
ery, corruption, as well as, extra-
judicial killings. In their black 
uniforms; they lurk in dark 
places at street corners, intimi-
dating hapless civilians, extort-
ing money from those they can 
or seizing their vehicles.

Many young men are lan-
guishing in cells for crimes they 
did not commit; while some of 
their parents are not aware they 
are behind bars somewhere. 
Even having a case or issue in-
volving the police is a nightmare, 
so some resort to self-help.

It is only in Nigeria that the 
police would look the other way 

when touts fight- in most cases 
they have no say or clout be-
cause these touts pay/give them 
money on a daily basis. There 
are certain agreed amounts of 
money that the various unions 
of commercial drivers (taxi, bus, 
motorcycle, tricycle, tanker, 
lorry, etc.) pay to the police, and 
so their vehicle papers are not 
checked.

The indiscipline in the police 
force is legendary. Where in 
the world can one find a police-
man on duty with bathroom 
slippers, shirt un-tucked, toting 
a gun, while drinking alcohol 
and making advances at every 
young lady they see? Among 
the military and para-military, 
the police barracks everywhere 
exhibits the same level of filth.

There are several reports of 
Police cruelty to civilians, in 
most cases, their actions led to 
the death of such victims; like 
Mohammed Abubakar and his 
mate, policemen attached to the 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad of 
Lagos State police command. 
They were accused of shooting 
a 57-year-old woman, Roseline 
Adewumi, leaving her in a criti-
cal condition at Badia East Oke-
Eri community at Ijora Apapa on 
May 1, 2016 at about 8.45pm. It 
was said that they were in pur-
suit of suspected armed robbers 
and allegedly started shooting 
sporadically and one of the stray 
bullets hit Adewumi, a mother 
of five, in the stomach and on 
her left thigh. Eyewitnesses 
said the SARS operatives shot 
dead a young man identified 
as Nwanne and took his corpse 
away but left Adewumi in the 
pool of her own blood despite 
pleas from the dying woman to 
be taken to the hospital.

Another case was that of 
a man who died on October 
26, 2016 after allegedly being 
pushed inside a gutter by police-
men trying to arrest a bus driver 
in Lagos. After the incident, the 
police officer was attacked and 
beaten by an angry mob who 

forced him to pick up the corpse 
of the man he allegedly killed.

In a previous occurrence in 
May 2016, motorists and youths 
at Igando led a protest against the 
alleged killing of a commercial 
driver, identified as Muyiwa 
Ijaduola, by a female police cor-
poral attached to the Igando Po-
lice Division. The protesters de-
manded that the police arrest the 
female corporal, identified only 
as Taiwo, and release Ijaduola’s 
corpse to his family members. It 
is learnt that on Sunday around 
2.30pm, Taiwo and another fe-
male corporal were in front of 
a Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation filling station in the 
Igando area, checking vehicles, 
when 46-year-old Ijaduola was 
stopped by Taiwo. The corporal 
demanded N500 from the driver 
who offered N300 and then an 
altercation ensued during which 
the driver was allegedly pushed 
into the gutter. The policewom-
en immediately fled the area; it 
was motorists who attempted to 
help the driver from the gutter 
that discovered he was dead. The 
father of three was said to have 
hit his head against the edge of 
the gutter; he was brought out 
of the gutter with the N300 still 
in his hand.

In another instance, a man 
named Ogbole Pius gave a vivid 
account of how his father, Fran-
cis Ebonyi Ogbole was report-
edly killed by the police. Ac-
cording to Pius; Francis Ebonyi 
Ogbole, escorted by his children 
was on his way to Benue State 
for his junior sister’s burial. 
Close to Iddo Park, Oyingbo, 
they were stopped by policemen 
with metro police van registra-
tion number KSF-176 EE, who 
asked him to step out of the car 
and show his car papers, which 
he did. Attempting to get into 
his car, Matthew Oche, a police 
sergeant stopped him because 
the back glass of his car is tinted. 
Francis however explained that 
the glass was not tinted, but the 
policeman was looking for a way 

to extort money from him. Out 
of anger, the policeman pushed 
him and he fell, broke his head 
and died instantly.

In January, 2017, two casual 
workers of Chi Limited were al-
legedly killed by officers of the 
Lagos State Police Command. 
According to reports, the vic-
tims, who were protesting at the 
company’s headquarters in Ajao 
Estate, Lagos died from gunshot 
injuries sustained in the leg and 
thigh respectively. One of them 
identified as Daniel Osikoya, a 
19-year-old; had just joined the 
company few days before he was 
killed. The workers were said 
to have protested the maltreat-
ment of casual workers by the 
management.

This brings to the fore, the 
notion that Police is more adept 
at paramilitary operations and 
the exercise of force than at 
community service functions or 
crime prevention, detection, and 
investigation. I heard an interest-
ing story once, though funny, 
it was a sad one, showing the 
immense decay in government 
institution.

A large number of young men 
are languishing behind prison 
bars for no crime or offence; they 
were picked up randomly by 
Policemen who mostly raid bus 
stops and other crowded places. 
They would search these young 
men, confiscate whatever valu-
ables they have and then throw 
them behind the cells with one 
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Remembering Emperor; the Sabada maestro

I
t was his love and passion for music 
that drove him to create the Sabada 
Sound; a unique combination of blues 
with a rich mix of Yoruba cultural ele-
ments and influences, because he saw 

music as a way to bring joy and happiness 
to the world.

Samuel Adebowale Olateju, popularly 
referred to as ‘Emperor’, originator of Sabada 
juju music, left the stage when his creation 
is just beginning to make waves, courtesy 
of his son Ludare, who’s also in the music 
industry.

Emperor became a musician, courtesy 
of his early involvement with the church. 
Starting out as just a member of the United 
African Methodist Church choir, UAMC, 
Ilaro, he rose to stardom because of his 
captivating solo performances at the annual 
church cantata.

His music ambition led him to secure a 
recording deal with international record 
label EMI, and then with African Songs also 
known as TYC then under the leadership 
of Late Abolarinwa Abioro. He later went 
on to establish his own record label; Adebo 
Records- which produced some of his most 
popular works.

The Sabada sound metamorphosed into 
a variant of the Bolojo genre of juju music 
made popular by his bosom friend Chief 
Tunde Elegbede aka, Jossy Friday.

Born on July 22, 1945, Emperor shared a 
special bond with his father as his youngest 
male child. The affection ended abruptly 
with untimely death of his father in 
1950. Broken and deeply wounded by the 
loss, he turned to God for solace after an 
encounter with missionaries from the 
Methodist church who visited his ancestral 
home; Idologun Owotedo and embraced 
the Christian faith. He even lived in the 
Mission House of The UAMC where he 
acquired formal education and underwent 
apprenticeship in the art of printing which 
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he completed in 1961.
Emperor tactically managed his budding 

musical success alongside the establishment 
of the Olateju Printing Press in Mushin, 
which went on to become Samad Commer-
cial Press. With the support and patronage 
of his friend, Ranti Odubogun- who later 
became a director at Cadbury, and The An-
glican Bishop of Ife Diocese- became the 
leading printing press for multinationals 
like Cadbury Nig. PLC, Nigerian Breweries, 
and Lever Brothers among others.

Emperor complemented his involvement 

in the entertainment industry with the es-
tablishment of Honey Taste Hotel in Owode 
in 1980; at a time when the entire Owode 
town was not on the National Power grid. 
The hotel  served  as  the  entertainment  hub  
in  the  border town  playing  host to a lot  
of theatre practitioners; Baba Sala, Charles 
Olumo Agbako, Pappy Luwe, Jacob and Papa 
Lolo where some of the regulars.

This story cannot be complete without a 
mention of the Mushin days! Mushin at  the  
time  was  the  hub  for  upcoming  musi-
cians in  the  country. He relishes how Col. 
Muritala Mohammed (who later became the 
Head of State) used to visit and engage him 
for Tombola Nights at the Barracks- May-
flower Hotel was the place!

Though Emperor Olateju is gone, his musi-
cal legacy continues in two of his children 
who took to music not minding how much 
he discouraged them.

His dexterity as a true custodian of the 
Yoruba music genre; Juju music was never 
in doubt. He remains a founding father and 
source of inspiration for many through his 

contribution as a member of the  Board of  
Trustees (AJUMN) as  attested  to  by his 
colleagues,  the present  generation of  prac-
titioners,  as  well  as old  timers in  juju music  
circle. He also received several awards from 
social clubs, media houses among others.

Emperor hails from the ancient town of 
Idologun Owotedo in present day Ipokia Lo-
cal Government Area of Ogun State; a town 
founded in the year 1830 by his forbears, 
Prince Akinola Lanlokun, the grandson 
of Alaafin Makua of Oyo Kingdom.  The 
Prince and his  two  sons, Prince Akinola and 
Olakale, were  great warriors/ hunters who  
founded many  homesteads  in the  wake  of  
the inter-tribal  wars  that  plagued  most  
part  of  the 18th century in Yoruba land. In 
his last interview with the media, Emperor 
was quoted as saying, “My son Ludare has 
taken after his father in the spirit of keeping 
up with the family tradition”.

He would always be honoured as one of 
the Greats like; I.K Dairo, Adeolu Akinsanya, 
Baba Eto, Theophilus Iwalokun, King Sunny 
Ade and Ebenezer Obey.

Femi Lasode (R) Wale Olateju (L).

The New Edition story premiers on BET

U
rban soul legends New Edition laid 
the foundation for how modern-
day boy bands look, feel, and 
sound. Boyz II Men…N’SYNC…
The Backstreet Boys… New Kids 

On The Block…all took their cues from Ronnie 
DeVoe, Ralph Tresvant, Michael Bivins, Bobby 
Brown, Ricky Bell & Johnny Gill.

After 30 years of breaking hearts on the 
record and from the stage, New Edition fi-
nally gets the biopic that their stellar tenure 
in entertainment so richly deserves. This epic 
three-part miniseries follows the group from 
their humble beginnings as kids in Boston to 
global mega-stardom - weathering the highs 
and lows of controversy, personnel changes, 
and the ultimate cost of fame.

The star-filled The New Edition Story cast 
includes: Bryshere Y. Gray, Elijah Kelley, Luke 
James, Keith Powers, Algee Smith, Woody 
McClain, Dante Hoagland, Caleb McLaughlin, 
Jahi Winston, Myles Truitt and Tyler Williams 
as New Edition, alongside La La Anthony, 
Yvette Nicole Brown, Monica Calhoun, Lisa 
Nicole Carson, Sandi McCree Wood Harris, 
Michael Rapaport, Faizon Love, Duane Martin 
Tank and Bre-Z.

The New Edition Story will air as an exclu-
sive six hour, three night event on 23 February, 
2 March and 9 March 2017 at stipulated times. 

The new edition story is broken down into 
three episodes:

Part One: The year is 1978. The city: Roxbury, 
MA, just outside of Boston. Eleven year old 
Bobby Brown convinces some friends (Ricky 
Bell, Mike Bivins, and Ralph Tresvant) to per-
form in local talent shows in an attempt to win 
money (and girls). Once the group is formed, 
they convince a hot local manager, Brooke 
Payne, to turn them into talent show winners. 
The boys are eventually discovered by music 
impresario, Maurice Starr, who signs them to 
a record deal. They add a fifth member, Ron-

nie DeVoe, and their debut song “Candy Girl” 
hits #1 on the charts. Gary Evans, a manager 
from NYC, promises them a better deal, bigger 
stardom, and more money. When the boys get 
a new deal with MCA Records in L.A., things 
get off to an inauspicious start when MCA 
president Jheryl Busby, underwhelmed by 
his new signing, pushes them to deliver a hit 
album or else.

Part Two: It’s 1984, and New Edition is in L.A. 
recording their second album. Ralph, fully 
aware of the resentment from his bandmates, 
requests more parts for them to sing. The 

album is a huge hit; but Bobby’s behaviour 
gets more erratic and outlandish while on the 
road. Eventually tensions erupt, and the group 
dynamic takes a pivotal change – the boys vote 
to kick Bobby out – and New Edition is never 
the same. Soon Ralph decides that he wants 
to go solo, leaving remaining members Ricky, 
Mike, and Ronnie stunned. Mike, the group’s 
de facto leader, adds R&B singer Johnny Gill 
to the group. Everything comes to an ugly 
head when the group meets to record their 
next album.

Part Three: New Edition’s “Heartbreak” tour 
is an incredible success and the group is soar-
ing high. Bobby, who has his own hit album 
“Don’t Be Cruel”, starts off as their opening 
act. But he soon eclipses them, becoming one 
of the biggest stars in R&B music. By 1990, all 
the members have launched hugely success-
ful solo careers - even though there’s tension 
bubbling under the surface between them. A 
few short years later when most of the guys 
are up to their ears in debt, they agree to do a 
reunion album and tour with all six members, 
including Bobby. This should be New Edition’s 
rebirth, but things immediately get off to a bad 
start. In the aftermath, all six members go their 
separate ways, trying to navigate life after 
New Edition, leaving little hope to maintain 
the brotherhood they once shared.



I
t was sounds of music at AGIP Hall, MU-
SON Centre on February 13, 2016 as the 
alumni of the MTN Foundation Music 
Society of Nigeria spread ‘Love Notes’ in 
the atmosphere while thrilling guests at 

the MTNF Valentine concert.
The well-attended concert started off with 

a beautiful introductory performance and 
featured diverse musicals comprising; solo pre-
sentation, duets, dance-drama, instrumentals, 
group performances among others. The setting 
for the performance was beautiful; perfect 
lighting with the right effects complemented 
by almost perfect sound and acoustics.

The concert showed that you cannot beat 
live performances; it was thrilling and exciting 
as performers did their but so with gusto and 
expertise; lilting voices, right keys and pitch, 
they brought on the whole nine yards!!

Lead performer for the night Perpetual 
Atife, a recording and performing musician, 
raised the roof with her world-class perfor-
mance, which was received with standing 
ovation by the audience.

Dressed in shimmering knee-length gold 
dress with gold high heeled sandals, she was a 
sight to behold, as she artfully played her saxo-
phone. Indeed you can tell she is a master at it.

Among the alumni performers were Irede 
Carlyn Adegoke, Soprano and Violinist; An-
umba Linda Nwanneka; Imoleayo Balogun, 
renowned international Jazz saxophonist, 
vocalist and music educator; and Olamide 
Timothy, Music director of the Limpopo Youth 
Orchestra, South Africa.

I particularly enjoyed the classical rendi-
tion of ‘Mad Over You’ by Run Town and 
re-enactment of the ‘Elephant Medley’ from 
the musical Moulin Rouge (an award win-
ning musical). The mimetic performance of 
P Square’s ‘Ifunanya’ and ‘Bank Alert’ were 
interesting to watch.

Indeed, there was no dull moment as the 
stage management was on point; almost all 
performances were brief but very enjoyable 
and all of them well-attired in interesting 
costumes. The applause which followed every 
performance showed that the teeming audi-
ence appreciated the live performance. There 
were no long speeches all through the evening, 
apart from short interludes during which 
some dignitaries present were introduced.

“Muson had impacted greatly in the 
Nigerian music and music education in gen-
eral,” noted Marion Akpata, director, MUSON 
School of Music, while giving her vote of 
thanks. Akpata thanked the sponsors, MTN 
Foundation, and also praised the inventive-
ness of the music artistes for maintaining the 

Classical ‘Love Notes’ at MUSON MTNF Valentine concert
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MTV unveils ‘Ones to watch’

MABEL DIMMA

M
TV Base has picked its 
list of “Ones to Watch 
for 2017”, made up of 
55 artistes, with South 
Africa leading with 17 

artistes, followed by Nigeria with 
11. Ghana and Kenya has six each, 
closely followed by Tanzania with 5, 
and Uganda 3. Angola, Cameroun and 
Mozambique all have two with DRC 
having one.

Compiled by the MTV Base music 
and talent experts from across the con-
tinent, the list of 55 established and up-
and-coming artistes are hand-picked 

such initiative sees Wurld’s latest video 
“Show You Off” feat Shizzi and Walshy 
Fire, premiere exclusively on MTV Base 
in SA and ROA on Tuesday 14 February.

Commented Monde Twala, Vice 
President, BET, Youth & Music, VIMN 
Africa, “Ones to Watch is our annual 

curated list of artists who we anticipate 
great things for in the coming year.  It’s 
awesome to see how far the artists on 
2016’s list have come and how much the 
support we provide has helped these 
artists build their careers both locally 
and across the continent.”

“The MTNF will continue to set the pace and 
make it a tradition to sponsor the concert an-
nually, knowing that the sky is the beginning 
for the musical scholars of MUSON.”

The Foundation has spent over N18 billion 
on various initiatives in 550 projects across all 
the states in Nigeria. MTN Foundation since 
its partnership with MUSON in 2007 has 
sponsored over 200 students who have a flair 
and passion for music, to acquire a MUSON 
diploma in music as part of the Foundation’s 
sustainability effort in grooming musical tal-
ents in Nigeria. The alumni of the school have 
become masters and stars in the music indus-
try and many among them have participated 
in musical competitions locally and globally.

high standard of the school, adding that the 
ultimate goal of the school was to bring back 
good music to the society.

“Good music has a place in the lives of our 
children; spreading of music is our mission,” 
she said.

MTN Foundation entered into a partner-
ship with MUSON in 2007 to assist brilliant 
but indigent students fulfill their dreams of 
pursuing a career in music. As part of the part-
nership, the Foundation took full responsibil-
ity of sponsoring students in the music school.

Last year, 2016 MTNF took the bull by the 
horn by supporting the Valentine concert for 
the first time since its inception. According to 
Nonny Ugboma, executive secretary, MTNF; 

and tipped to make it big on the music 
scene in 2017.

The selection is based on the chan-
nel’s assessment of the artists’ current 
and future potential, including sales 
performance, active release schedule, 
popularity/buzz, radio and video air-
play, style, and other intangible factors.

MTV Base aims to support the “Ones 
to Watch” artists as much as possible 
throughout 2017, building their profiles 
via on air and online exposure, play-
listing their repertoire, supporting key 
video releases and involving them in 
MTV Base events and gigs.  The next 



The essence of life through Akinyele’s lens
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L
ooking back at his days of 
little beginning Akintunde 
Akinyele, an award-wining 
Nigerian photographer, only 
smiles and salutes his cour-

age. At age 11, when his classmates 
were still undecided on what path 
to lead in life, he had already struck 
a deal with his destiny.  At that ten-
der age, he was able to combine his 
secondary school demands with 
photography-his passion.

The foremost photographer learnt 
his craft be resuming at a photo studio 
after school hours and spending the 
rest of the evening at the studio look-
ing through the lens and trying his 
hands on the camera shutter button.

Today, Akinyele has made name, 
fortune and positive impacts with 
‘mere photography’ as his secondary 
school mates described it those days. 
The feats and impacts are innumer-
able:

In 2007, Hell from Heaven: Lagos 
Oil Blast; his foremost work, won the 
World Press Photo award in Neth-
erlands.  Shortly after winning the 

award, Hell from Heaven: Lagos Oil 
Blast, a photographic masterpiece he 
took in December 2006, was made 
the official signage of the 19th edition 
of the International Photo-Journalism 
Festival in Perpignan, France, in 2007. 
Delta, A Vanishing Wetland; another 
masterpiece of his, won Akinyele 
nomination for the 2012 Prix Pictet 
Photography award on sustainability.

The photographer who currently 
works for Reuters from Nigeria is an 
award fellow of the National Geo-
graphic Society- All Roads photo proj-
ect, besides several exhibitions and 
presentation of his works at Univer-
sity of Stanford in the United States, 
Amsterdam and across the world.

Driven by passion, Akinyele has 
eyes for human angle picture that 
will tell real stories, the way they are 
and creating the needed impact or 
change thereafter. “I wanted to tell 
stories with my camera. I chose my 
path because I have always wanted to 
be a journalist, telling stories to bring 
out our societal ills and expose things 
that ordinarily would be hidden by 
government officials”. Citing instance 
with Hell from Heaven: Lagos Oil 
Blast, the photographer said he ve-

He is concerned that every day, people 
step on stories from their door, yet 
waiting for the camera lens to capture 
them.

I wanted people to look at things 
from another angle. I want people to 
change in order to encourage change 
in the society.

In the oil related photographs, 
Akinyele’s goal was to expose injustice 
and societal ill without attacking any-
one, and that for him, is only possible 
through photography.

While he is impressed with the 
budding contemporary photographers 
across the country, Akinyele begs 
them to join him in sharing informa-
tion with their photographs, showing 
the ills in the society, pointing out 
where we have failed and where to 
make corrections. Such photographs 
have won his awards, fortune and 
name and can also so even more for 
whoever takes keen interest in im-
proving the society with informative 
photographs.

However, the appreciate Akinyele 
always remembers the family friend 
who taught him photography, and has 
even gone ahead to honour him in one 
of his catalogues.

hemently disagreed with the Federal 
Road Safety Corp on the number of the 
casualties of Lagos oil blast at Iyana-
Ipaja in December 2006.

As well, he continued in his reso-
lution to depict reality with his pho-
tography with The Oil Thieves, an 
expository photograph he did in 2012.

“I hate criminality and without 
justifying it, I wanted people to look 
at things from another angle, beyond 
these boys we call thieves, who were 
pushed into this mess by the govern-
ment, and to think about people who 
are not in the creeks but are the bigger 
thieves”, he said.

Akinyele furthered his exposure 
of the reality in Niger Delta with his 
work tilted; Delta, A Vanishing Wet-
land. The glaring realties and true situ-
ation in the Niger Delta region were 
well-captured in the photographic 
work and hence the nomination for 
2012 Prix Pictet Photography award 
on sustainability. But what makes the 
photographer unique is his ability to 
see stories everywhere and capture 
appropriately. Part of the reasons he 
developed passion for photography is 
to be able to tell stories the way they 
are and also to tell the untold stories.  

OBINNA EMELIKE



Pericomo Okoye: When a big 
masquerade exits the stage

P
ericomo had always been an 
object of awe. There are many 
stories out there telling of his 
legendary mystical powers. 
For instance, there are tales 

about his escapades during the annual 
Ikeji Festival of his native Arondizuogu 
in Ideato North Local Government Area 
of Imo State. There are stories of how 
he would open the ground in broad 
daylight and plant a banana sucker and 
watch it grow there and then, mature, 
bear fruit that would ripen instantly, 
and he would dare anyone with a 
strong heart to pluck the fruit and eat.

But perhaps the most popular tale of 
his demonstration of his magical pow-
ers is that of his encounter with illegal 
tax collectors at Upper-Iweka in Onit-
sha, Anambra State. There are many 
versions of the tale but I will recall the 
most popular, which, by the way, was 
brought to public notice by another 
Igbo musician Anaede Unu in the track 
“Pericoma na-anyi ajo aro”.

According to the story, Pericomo was 
on his way to Onitsha when he was 
waylaid by the unscrupulous elements 
(agberos) at the then notorious Upper 
Iweka. These illegal tax collectors, not 
knowing who he was, demanded for 
his tax receipts, but he ignored them. 
One of them lifted him up, placed him 
on his shoulders and made to carry him 
to their kangaroo office. On the way, 
he suddenly became too heavy such 
that the guy who carried him wanted 
to put him down, but he could not. For 
several hours they begged him to come 
down but he refused, until certain 
rituals were made to appease him. That 
incident was said to have put an end to 
the menace of illegal tax collectors at 
Upper Iweka.

But Pericomo was much more than 
just a man with magical powers. He was 
a great cultural ambassador, a walking 
library of Igbo history, an embodiment 
and reservoir of Igbo language, culture 
and tradition. His songs, laced with 
staunch Igbo proverbs, were full of na-
tive wisdom.

He used his songs, which were 
deeply philosophical and spiritual, to 
promote age-old Igbo traditional and 
cultural values of respect for elders, 
hard work, hospitality, sanctity of life, 
honesty, transparency, etc.

Some scholars describe Pericomo’s 
music, which used a fusion of flutes, 
drums and ogene to produce a special 
melodious sound, as “oral rendition 
of rarefied Igbo history”. Much like 
Mike Ejeagha, who is renowned for 
his “akuko-negwu” (narrative music), 
Pericomo told several didactic stories 
through his songs.

Growing up in Imo State, South-east 
Nigeria in the 1980s, I had the privilege 
of listening to some of the popular tra-
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ditional songs from the great masquer-
ade-musician, Ichie Mezuo Pericomo 
Okoye, Arusi Makaja 1 of Igboland, 
known by many as Pericoma. While 
I may not easily recall the titles of the 
tracks, I can recall some key words in 
some of his songs. They include “Om-
enana na-ese okwu”, “Izu ka mma na 
nne ji”, “I ga-atakwute ya aja”, “E ji m 
ogu na ofo”, etc. You would often hear 
his golden voice bellowing from afar 
whenever his songs were being played.

Pericomo was unapologetically a tra-
ditionalist who held on tenaciously to 
the ways of his forefathers. But though 
a core traditionalist, he acknowledged 
the existence of the Supreme God. In 
one of his popular songs, he invoked 
“Chineke nke usuu ndi agha, Alpha na 
Omega ndi m ji anya isi, ha bu ato n’ime 
otu nke di ngozi” (God of hosts, Alpha 
and Omega in whom I make a boast, the 
three-in-one God).

And even though he possessed 
mystical powers, he was said never to 
have used them for harmful purposes. 
He was known to have abhorred evil 
and promoted the sanctity of human 
life. He preached and lived a life of 
purity, peaceful coexistence, and love 
for humanity.

Pericomo had over 200 songs and 
was instrumental to the global fame 
that the yearly cultural Ikeji Arondi-
zuogu achieved, according to Emman-
uel Onwubiko, an Arondizuogu indi-
gene and head, Human Rights Writers 
Association of Nigeria (HURIWA), in 
an article “Pericoma Okoye: When an 

ancestor travels”.
“For me, I believe firmly that this 

musician whilst alive represented the 
clearest evidence of a living ancestor 
because of the fact that he epitomized 
the best of the culture and tradition of 
the people of Arondizuogu and indeed 
Igbo nation,” Onwubiko wrote.

“Ichie Mezuo as he was usually called 
used the instrumentality of music 
to drum up support for an ethically 
responsible society and it remains a 
delight to listen to his songs because of 
the inherently deep spiritual inspira-
tions and meanings that they contain,” 
he wrote.

Later in life, Pericomo ventured 
briefly into Nollywood when he fea-
tured in the film “Lion of Africa” along-
side Pete Edochie and others.

In recognition of his contribution 
to the growth and preservation of 
Igbo language and culture, on July 10, 
2010 when I was coordinator of Mbari 
Literary Society in Owerri, the society 
used the occasion of the public presen-
tation and launch of “Aja Mbari”, its 
maiden anthology of poems, to confer 
Distinguished Achievement Award on 
the famous traditional music maker 
Pericomo. He had given his word that 
he would be there in person to receive 
the award, but we got a last-minute 
word that he wouldn’t be able to make 
it. Some of our members later took the 
plaque to him in his home. The society 
also honoured Chief Dr. Nnamdi Oleb-
ara and Otu Suwakwa Igbo founded by 
Prof Pita Ejiofo, a former vice chancellor 

of Nnamdi Azikiwe University Awka, 
for their contribution to the promotion 
of Igbo language and culture.

Pericomo was also a subject of many 
research projects. In “‘A Na-Enwe 
Obodo Enwe?’ A Socio-Theological Re-
flection on a Track in Oliver De Coque’s 
Album”, published in Ministerium, A 
Journal of Contextual Theology vol. 
2 no. 1 (2016), Lawrence N. Nwankwo 
of the Department of Religion and 
Society, Chukwuemeka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu University, Igbariam Campus, 
Anambra State, writes, “Chief Oliver 
de Coque and Chief Pericomo Okoye 
are two contrasting figures that have 
contributed to the praise-song musical 
genre among the Igbo. Both men stand 
for different values and ideals. Pericomo 
Okoye is staunchly traditional and 
promotes the fabled mystical powers 
of the Arondizuogu masquerade cult. 
This commitment shapes the values 
praised in his music and the criteria 
for selecting the people to be projected 
as ideals for the society. Because of 
his commitment to the Igbo tradition, 
Pericomo Okoye showers praises on 
herbalists and those deemed capable of 
making contact with and manipulating 
the world of the spirits. With Oliver de 
Coque one finds another set of commit-
ment and ideals.”

It was sad to learn of the demise of 
Pericomo on Thursday, February 16, 
2017 at the age of 81. He was said to have 
died in a hospital in Okigwe, Imo State, 
after a brief illness. But legends never 
truly die. So Pericomo lives.

CHUKS OLUIGBO
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‘It’s fun to tell a story in a visual media’

W
hy did you ven-
ture into movie 
production?

I  m a r r i e d  a 
Nigerian actress. 

She is a Masters Degree holder from 
University of Lagos. So, it is not like 
acting is the only part she chose, but 
her heart was in acting. We agreed 
that she should pursue that career. 
We know she might not be making 
massive money but if that is really 
what she would love, then pursue 
it. So, she went out, did some gigs, 
got known in the industry and we 
realised that acting was not just for 
fun. The actors love to be there, they 
love to be seen, but there is another 
side to it. That is the storytelling 
part, the moviemaking part, the 
part where you are actually putting 
something together. And she had a 
massive talent for that. So, I said ok 
fine, let us try to go into that. We 
had some ideas and some projects 
that we have been running, and I 
have some small amount of money 
that was not going to be used for 
anything at the time. So, I put it on 
the table and we made a short movie 
back in 2014 called Not Right. That 
actually got a lot of international 
attention. A lot of people did see it. 
National Geographic from Poland 
sent a team to find out about this 
amazing woman that has made a 
movie about domestic violence. 
So, we decided to do a feature film 
for cinemas called Just Not Mar-
ried. And that movie hit the roof. 
We did it as a low budget because 
we are not wealthy people, so we 
had to manage with what we had. 
But we were able to make a movie 
that has really caught the industry 
eye not only in Nigeria but also 
internationally. I would say, I think 
it is fun to tell a story in a visual 
media like a motion picture. I have 
loved movies all my life and have 
seen probably 80 percent of all the 
movies produced in Hollywood. 
Not much from Bollywood, but 
European movies as well. We have 
a very strong movie culture where 
I come from in Denmark. It was just 
fun and it was very much aligned 
with what my wife wanted to do 
and it actually gave us an oppor-
tunity to do something together, to 
build something together as a team. 
It has definitely strengthened our 
relationship and also given us some-
thing else to talk about. You know, 
if you have been married for a long 
time, you starts fading out on what 
topics to talk about, all of a sudden 
we have new goals, new objectives.

How is the movie production 
company fairing?

For Judith Audu Productions, we 
want to be among the top tier pro-
duction companies in Nollywood, 
no question about it. But we want 
to do it in a high quality way. Nol-
lywood has traditionally been very 
fast in producing movies. In the last 
five years, we have had some stun-
ning producers, directors and some 
of the actors have really stepped up 
their game. So, we are starting to get 
some really amazing movies out. 
We want to be part of that. But we 
want to be part of it in a way that 
we tell a story, no necessarily by 
using massively expensive equip-
ments because at the end of the day, 
that is not why we want to watch a 
movie. We want to be entertained, 
and we want to tell a story. So, we 
want to do it our way where the 
focus is on the story rather than on 

the clear picture because we are not 
using very expensive equipment 
which only rich people can use. But 
go back to what it is all about, let us 
tell very good story to the audience. 
Just as a parallel, Denmark stepped 
back like seven years ago and said, 
this has just gone out of proportion, 
the equipment, the cuts, the post 
production, all that have taken over 
the basic storytelling of filmmaking. 
Let’s make a new paradigm. They 
called it dogme movies where we 
are not allowed to do cuts per scene; 
we are not allowed to use more than 
a certain number of cameras. So, we 
would focus more on how we actu-
ally bring the story to life, rather 
than doing it over and over again 
until it is perfect. And I actually like 
that idea that if a good story is told, 
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Morten Foght, a Danish business mogul has been in Nigeria since 2008 running chains of businesses 
including Judith Audu Productions. He tells OBINNA EMELIKE how his Nigerian actress wife height-
ened his interest in movie production among other issues.

it is a good story. It does not matter 
what you did. You can shoot it on 
your phone, a good story is a good 
story and people love a good story. 
They need drama, they need a vil-
lain, they need something they can 
relate to in their daily lives. A bit of 
the domestic disturbances, some 
acts that are coming to stir up a fuss 
and then kick out again, you know; 
a bit of the dyspeptic, the humoris-
tic. That seems to be what people 
like. So let us give them that, but 
with a very well told storyline. On 
the other side, let us try to do some 
documentaries where we are taking 
some stories that might not be well 
known to the outside world about 
the Nigerian culture and tell them, 
so people will perhaps look different 
in Nigeria. Right now, if you ask a 
foreigner about Nigeria, what will 
they say? It is corrupt, dirty, and 
all that. If you look at Hollywood 
movies, it used to be the Russians 
that were the villains, now it is the 
Nigerians. The Columbians were the 
villains, now it is the Nigerians. So, 
if you see a villain in a Hollywood 
production, they are now Nigerians. 
That is not a good aftermath for 170 
million people. So, let us try to tell 
stories about some of the things that 
are unique in this culture. We have 
256 different tribes with distinct 
languages. They have a lot of stories 
to tell. Let us try to tell the common 
Nigerian stories. That is another side 
we want to go into.

What aspect of the Nigerian 
culture and lifestyle have you 
adopted?

I rarely use a tie anymore. I 
don’t go to an office by eight in the 
morning, work till four and then I 
go home. There are two reasons for 
that. First and foremost, if you are 
working in an industrial country 
like any European country, if you 
get out of bed by six in the morning, 
you know that half an hour later, 
your coffee is made, you have taken 
you shower and you start drinking 
your coffee. You walk out of the 
door 6:45, and by 7:15, you are at 
work. And that is the routine every 
single day. You can do this blind-
folded. In Nigeria, you get up by six 
and there is no light. You first have 
to find out why. You sort that out 
and perhaps by seven and you hit 
the road and have to contend with 
traffic. Some days it is light, some 
days it is heavy. So, all the planning 
cannot happen. I have learnt to be 
very flexible in my daily planning. 
Taking things slightly more lightly 
is something that I am still trying to 
get used to.
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A city atop the hills

I
f you are a lover of seren-
ity, awesome landscape 
and metropolis fun, one 
Nigerian city has it all.  Of 
the five eastern states in 

Nigeria, Enugu State seems to 
be the most endowed in terms 
of tourist attractions. The prin-
cipal town of the former capital 
of the Eastern Region and the 
old Anambra State nicknamed 
‘Coal City’ is really a tourist 
haven.

It is adorned with a vast 
and appealing landscape dot-
ted with undulating hills, lush 
green vegetation, highlands 
and lowlands. The city offers 
same captivating scenery like 
Abuja; the Federal Capita, es-
pecially its great undulating 
landscape.

In reference to its glorious 
past as a major mining centre, 
the city is usually referred to 
as ‘the Coal City’ and was once 
an economic hub when the 
coal business was still flourish-
ing. The relics of the old coal 
trade that are now scattered 
all over the city are worth see-
ing, especially during a visit to 
the Onyeama Coal Mine and 
the Okpara Coal Mine; the 
city’s two distinct coal mining 
enclaves.

Going by history, Enugu 
was and is still the home of 
the Igbos. Till date, it remains 
a melting pot for the Igbos; a 
people reputed for travelling 
vast and wide.

One of the indigenous people 
of the city is the Enugwu Ngwo 
people, who live on the hilltop 
with their farmlands sprawl-
ing all over the valley. The 
discovery of coal deposits in 
Enugu gave rise to settlements 
around the foot of the hills and 
as the population grew, the 

city expanded into the areas of 
other indigenous inhabitants. 
The city was called Enugwu 
Ngwo before it was changed to 
just Enugu.

However, citizens who take 
delight in being associated with 
the pseudonym of “the Coal 
City state,” are waiting anx-
iously to fete visitors with the 
hospitality and very nourishing 
local delicacies.

The art and culture of the 
people are generously in dis-
play, as well as, their proclivity 
in metal work, wood carving, 
cloth, and mat weaving. There 
is a lot of traditional entertain-
ment on display across the 
town, especially on weekends 
and festivals. During these pe-

riods, the colourful Mwanwu 
(masquerade) lead the display.

The Mwanwu display is 
one of the most important and 
prevalent cultural entertain-
ment as it cuts across all the 
states and towns in the eastern 
part of the country.

However, that of Enugu is 
highly revered because of its 
unique theatrics, puppetry, 
pomp, artistry and massive 
nature.

There are pockets of art 
shops and malls where many 
of the artworks are on display. 
Even, a visit to some of the tra-
ditional homes could reveal a 
lot about the art and culture of 
the people.

A visit to the city will mean 

well for a visitor because of the 
good number of attractions that 
make sight-seeing appealing.

Two of such attractions are 
the Onyeama and Okpara coal 
mines, where coal was mined in 
the past. The mines are symbols 
of the city, but have been aban-
doned for several years.

On a visit, the mines proudly 
display relics of the mining era 
and the technology of that time. 
The National Museum located 
in the city also offers a glimpse 
into the art and cultural heri-
tage of the people.

Enugu is home to many lakes, 
and a visit to the Iheneke Lake, 
a tropical lake with maximum 
density during the warmest 
season, will worth a tourist’s 
while. During the rainy season, 
the lake cools and then cools 
further as harmattan period 
advances; offering a lovely place 
to rest.

But the mystery of Ogbeluke 
Lake will intrigue you because 
it is a mysterious lake of sort. As 
small as it looks, its water level 
remains constant throughout 
the year and it is home to croco-
diles and many other water 
creatures.

You will, however, experi-
ence premium fun at the Nike 
Lake and Resorts, the biggest of 
the lakes in the city. The natural 
ambiance of the lake, the water 
habitats, boating activities and 
beautiful renditions of wild 
birds will thrill your sense of 
leisure. The lake offers a 240-
room resort and is a lovely place 
for relaxation with friends and 
family. Its closeness to hotels 
makes it an ideal place to go for 
holiday or escape from the city.

Ogelube Lake is yet another, 
a tropical lake having desmids 
dominated phytoplankton with 
maximum density during the 
warmest season. During the rainy 
season, the lake cools, phyto-
plankton declines and dominance 
shifts to algae other than desmids.

For a closer communion with 
nature, a warm swim at Awhum 
Waterfall will refresh your hot 
body and further indulge you on 
a rare escape.

The waterfall stands over 30 
metres high. Located in Enugu 
city, it has a cave just by the fall. 
The locals believe that the water 
of the fall has cleansing powers 
that could be used to keep away 
satanic forces.

The list of attractions is endless.
From Ezeagu Tourist Complex, 

Opi Lakes Complex, situated out-
side the city with lots of natural 
attractions such as sport fishing, 
boat cruises, picnics, to Ugwueme, 
Udi hills: a good locations for 
mountaineering, Michael Okpara 
Square, the National Commission 
for Museums and Monuments 
Complex, the Zoological Gardens 
and the Arts gallery at the Insti-
tute of Management and Tech-
nology, there are enough for the 
budding visitor.

Enugu has an international 
airport from where Ethiopian Air-
lines connects its Eastern passen-
gers to other parts of the world. 
There are various airlines oper-
ating domestic flights to; Abuja, 
and Lagos. Owe

Before you leave, try the 
native delicacies such as ‘Okpa,’ 
‘Ofe Agwu,’ Nsala, among oth-
ers. They will delight your 
culinary taste no matter how 
sophisticated your taste is.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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As UNWTO election campaign enters final 
stages, Africa must work as a team  

C
ome May 2017, a new 
Secretary General of 
the United Nations 
World Tourism Or-
ganisation (UNWTO) 

will be elected by member na-
tions.

Based in Madrid, Spain, the 
UNWTO is the specialised 
agency of the United Nations 
in the field of tourism and it 
generates market knowledge, 
promotes competitive and sus-
tainable tourism policies and 
instruments, fosters tourism 
education and training, and 
works to make tourism an ef-
fective tool for development 
through technical assistance 
projects in over 100 countries 
around the world.

UNWTO’s membership in-
cludes 157 countries, six ter-
ritories and over 500 affiliate 
memb ers repres enting the 
private sector, educational in-
stitutions, tourism associations 
and local tourism authorities.  
Over the years, the UNWTO 
struggles to speak for the entire 
world when it comes to travel 
and tourism issues.

As the race for the post of 
Secretary General of the UN-
WTO enters its final stages, and 
with seven aspiring candidates 
having announced their inten-
tion to run for the post, recent 
weeks have seen the emergence 
of some rather intriguing ma-
noeuvres on the part of some 
of those candidates. Perhaps the 
most interesting development 
has been the emergence of an 
electoral coupling between 
late-entrant Doh Young-shim 
of South Korea and the current 
UNWTO Executive Director 
Carlos Voegler (of dual Spanish-
Venezuelan nationality). 

If  Doh wins, she has appar-
ently promised Voegler that 
she will revive the position of 
Deputy Secretary General  - a 
function currently exercised, 
albeit nominally, by another 
Executive Director, Marcio 
Favilla of Brazil, who has also 
entered the race for the UN-
WTO’s top job.

In view of the aforemen-
tioned shenanigan, UNWTO 
insiders point out that Voegler 
- who turns 65 this year-is 
way past his sell-by date and 
is already living on borrowed 
time in the rarefied atmosphere 
which pervades the upper 
floors of the UNWTO’s Madrid 
headquarters.

His electoral alliance with 
Doh represents something of 
a last-gasp attempt to hang-in 
there, boosting his pension and 
further extending what many 
believe is his already over-
prolonged presence in those 
corridors.

Favilla; another internal 

Having read all candidates’ 
Madrid campaign launch read 
or listened to the ‘vision-state-
ments’ and contacts with UN-
WTO staffers and other insiders, 
it seems obvious that Walter 
Mzembi stands pretty much 
ahead : not only in terms of his 
understanding of the industry 
and the challenges it faces; or his 
measured, focused programme 
for addressing those challenges 
should he find his way to the 
top floor of the UNWTO build-
ing; but equally, in terms of the 
passion, commitment and en-
ergy that positively radiate from 
within as he articulates that 
vision and that programme, pri-
marily the need for the UNWTO 
to champion more inclusiveness 
and greater equality in its quest 
for global tourism growth and 
enhanced relevance within the 
broad UN family.

But, as the election draws 
closer and as a means of broad-
ening his already consider-
able appeal, perhaps Minister 
Mzembi should give thought to 
a coupling of his own.  

Guevara, of Mexico, sharp, 
business-savvy and the obvi-
ous answer to a glaring lack 
of gender-balance within the 
upper-echelons of the UNWTO 
could well be his perfect run-
ning-mate: and what a dynamic 
duo they would make.

The Minister might consider 
squaring this ‘electoral circle’ by 
reaching out to Marcio Favilla as 
a potential third running-mate,  
ensuring that, when the election 
dust has settled,  the Brazilian 
stays on and ensures a level of 
administrative and operational 
continuity as the incoming 
Secretary General sets about 
restructuring the Organisation 
to his or her liking,

Whereas Favilla is widely 
regarded as a ‘nice guy’, his lead-
ership aspirations are seen as 
unrealistic and overambitious by 
many at UNWTO headquarters 
who know him well. 

An approach by Mzembi-
Guevara election alliance might 
actually be his best chance of 
survival within the Organisation 
and certainly something which 
he should consider; if ever such 
an approach were to be made.

Without doubt, Dr. Walter 
Mzembi, current Zimbabwean 
Minister of Tourism and Hos-
pitality, Africa’s candidate is 
the best for the job because of 
his experience, knowledge and 
friendship he has made in the 
last 10 years around the world.

Finally, South Africa, Kenya, 
Morocco and Seychelles must 
respect the African Union de-
cision and ensure Mzembi’s 
victory come May 2017.

 
By Lucky Onoriode George

Seychelles, the position of  Af-
rican Regional Representative 
at the UNWTO is occupied by 
Elcia Grandcourt, also from 
Seychelles.

The question is, are there 
no other qualified person from 
Africa?

For Dr Walter Mzembi and 
Gloria Guevara Manzo, St Ange 
has made no secret of his inten-
tion to enter the Presidential 
race in his own country in two 
years’ time - which immediately 
casts serious doubt on the sincer-
ity of his purported commitment 
to the UNWTO and implies that, 
if elected Secretary General, he 
would only serve for two years 
before standing down to re-enter 
politics in his own country.

Already under significant 
criticism from within Africa for 
its flagrant disregard of both 
SADC and AU decisions made 
by African Heads of State and 
Government and to which the 
Seychelles was party, the coun-
try risks further criticism by 
its endorsement of a candidate 
whose motivation appears to 
focused more on himself than on 
service to the UNWTO.

The race is still far from run.  
Other candidates might yet 
emerge before the March 11th 
deadline.  Existing candidates 
might yet withdraw or, like Doh-
Voegler, seek electoral couplings 
with each other in the hope of 
boosting their chances.

At the end of the day, the 
race is about the future of the 
UNWTO and the pivotal role 
it must play in mainstreaming 
tourism, in all its many facets, 
at the very core of the global 
development agenda.

candidate was promoted in 
May, 2016, by Dr TalebRifai, the 
out-going Secretary General, to 
effectively deputise him and has 
made good use of his elevation 
to quietly lobby support for his 
bid for the Secretary General-
ship, whilst leaving the formal 
declaration of his candidature 
until January 19, 2017.

The evident conflict of in-
terest and unfair advantage 
handed to Favilla have not gone 
down well within the corridors 
of the UNWTO and with the 
other aspiring candidates who 
sense a whiff of déjà-vu as the 
executive hierarchy manoeu-
vres to favour its own in the 
hope of pulling off yet another 
internal, incestuous succession.

Doh has been the chairper-
son of the Seoul, South Korea-
based UNWTO- STEP since 
2002. STEP’s focus is the fund-
ing of tourism-based poverty 
alleviation projects in UNWTO 
member states: a sort of de-
velopment arm of the mother 
organisation.

Interestingly, and just to add 
to those increasingly in-breed-
ing undertones of the intensify-
ing electoral race, the president 
of ST-EP is Dr Francesco Fran-
gelli, a former Secretary General 
of the UNWTO.

Naturally, and perhaps a 
little unwisely, he has thrown 
his weight behind Doh.

Whereas the ST-EP has suc-
ceeded in implementing a range 
of what it terms ‘library’ proj-
ects in a number of countries, 
the general feeling, even within 
the UNWTO Secretariat, is that 
ST-EP has failed to live up to 
expectations.

Some watchers have ex-
pressed surprise and disap-
pointment at Doh’s interest and 
interpret it as diverting atten-
tion from the concerns of some 
about her management of ST-EP.

To UNWTO insiders, the 
prospects of a Doh-Voegler 
double-act and the only margin-
ally preferable but-oh-so-dull 
Favilla solo effort do not inspire 
at all.

“Succinctly speaking, it’s de-
pressing. Taleb deserves much 
better  -  but , there again, he is 
the one who put these people in 
place”, confided one long-time 
UNWTO staffer who did noth-
ing for Africa or even the region 
he represents; rather the photo 
sessions that he enjoyed with 
African leaders and tourism 
aficionados.

“From what we Africans or 
Africa witnessed under Telab, 
which this writer has continu-
ously criticised him for, none 
of other insider candidates can 
provide the calibre of leadership 
required to build the UNWTO 
into what it can and should be”.

Informed rumblings from Af-
rican Union (AU) headquarters 
in Addis Ababa, indicated that 
questions are being asked why 
Korea, which, through its Korea 
would seek to undermine Af-
rica’s chances of landing the top 
UNWTO job, especially since 
another Korean national, Ban 
Ki-moon, has just stepped down 
as the head of the UN body.

Unfavourable comparisons 
are being made between Korea 
and China, with African diplo-
mats praising China for support-
ing Africa in its quest for the 
UNWTO job whilst criticising 
Seoul for challenging that quest.

True, like Africa, Asia has 
never led the UNWTO, but 
Asians-including Koreans-have 
had and continue to have a 
high profile throughout other, 
significantly more mainstream 
UN and other international 
agencies, includingWHO, IAEA, 
UNESCO, etc.

‘New blood’ candidates for 
the UNWTO include the youth-
ful, charismatic Tourism Min-
ister from Zimbabwe, Walter 
Mzembi, who never fails to 
impress; Gloria Guevara, former 
Tourism Minister of Mexico; 
and the taciturn, burly Alain St 
Ange, former Tourism Minister 
of the Seychelles who contro-
versially quit his job to enter the  
UNWTO race months after his 
own country; a member of the 
15-nation Southern African De-
velopment Community (SADC) 
and the 55-nation AU formally 
endorsed Mzembi as Africa’s 
candidate for the UNWTO post.

Besides the naivety and 
greedy of Alain St Ange - for-
mer Tourism Minister of the 

Walter Mzembi
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Appraising 2016 zero accident occurrence 
amid challenges in the aviation sector

S
e curity and 
safety in any 
aviation sec-
tor is highly 
dependent on 

effective and efficient 
economic and safety 
audit carried out regu-
larly on the airports 
and the airlines.

 Many raised fears 
that safety may be 
compromised in the 
Nigerian aviation sec-
tor in 2016 as a result of 
the various challenges 
faced by airlines rang-
ing from the lingering 
non-availability of jet 
A1, weather related 
operational hiccups, 
increase in delays and 
cancellations and in-
crease complaints from 
domestic passengers. 

 More worrisome 
was the scarcity of for-
eign exchange, which 
affected both domestic 
and international air-
lines, making it diffi-
cult to source for dollar 
to carry out their man-
datory aircraft checks 
and repairs.

 In the midst of all 
these, the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Author-
ity, (NCAA) intensi-
fied safety audit on the 
airlines consistently, 
which dissuaded air-
lines from cutting cor-
ners as envisaged by 
experts in the aviation 
sector earlier last year.

 Therefore, experts 
have hinged the zero 
accident occurrence 
achievement on the 
measures carried out 
by the NCAA in en-
suring safety of both 
the airlines operating 
in the country and the 
airports across Nigeria.

 No doubt, the au-
thority has carried out 
robust regulation profi-
cient safety oversight, 
increased surveillance 
on all certificate hold-
ers, carried out daily 
ramp inspections and 
en route inspections, 
done regularity of base 
inspections, line sta-
tion inspection, spot 
check inspection on 
maintenance facilities, 
increased surveillance 
on foreign airlines 
through foreign air-
craft safety assessment 
programme (FASAP) 

and developed new 
te chnical guidanc e 
materials for Aviation 
Safety Inspectors (ASI).

 According to the 
Muhktar Usman, Di-
rector General, NCAA, 
“The authority has 
developed new advi-
sory circulars for the 
industry, done con-
tinuous assessment 
of airlines’ aircraft re-
liability monitoring, 
maintained monitor-
ing to ensure current 
revision of manufac-
turers documents are 
used for maintenance, 
which has led to safe 
and secure airline op-
erations.

 Usman said training 
cannot be ruled out as 
all staff was trained in 
line with ICAO stan-
dard and recommend-
ed practice, foreign 
mandatory training 
was innovatively do-
mesticated.

 “NCAA has world 
class professionals in 
sufficient numbers. 
The numb er of ac-
tive licensed pilots are 
2,226, active licensed 
aircraft maintenance 
engineers 1,532, ac-
tive licensed flight 
dispatchers 543, ac-
tive licensed air traffic 
controllers 313, active 
licensed cabin crew 
1,888, air traffic safety 
electronic personnel 
license 254 and 100 

regular surveillance, 
ensure stringent en-
forcement and apply 
appropriate sanctions 
where required, review 
and strengthen eco-
nomic regulation.

 He said airlines op-
erational books will be 
sighted with increased 
regularity, have im-
proved consumer pro-
tection, ensure con-
sumer protection of-
ficers will be highly 
motivated, adding that 
there will be additional 
visibility at the airport 
and work with security 
agencies to stem pas-
sengers’ rage.

 In addition to these, 
the authority will en-
sure faster pro c ess 
and resolution of com-
plaints, ensure con-
tinuous prioritisation 
of training, ensure all 
staff are trained and 
ensure acceleration 
of next generation of 
professionals, to re-
place ageing profes-
sionals.

 The Director as-
sured that there will 
be involvement of all 
stakeholders to ensure 
airlines’ compliance 
with Nigerian civil 
aviation regulations; 
all outstanding debts 
will be paid, passen-
gers comfort will be 
paramount to dissuade 
belligerent passengers 
and sustained safety 

oversight and surveil-
lance

  To further reiter-
ate the drive to ensure 
safety in our airports, 
recently, the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Author-
ity (NCAA), sanctioned 
some airlines for viola-
tion of safety regula-
tions, the airlines were 
angry that the fines 
given to them were 
made public.  However, 
the action made Nigeri-
ans who over the years 
had accused NCAA of 
complacency and com-
promise to become con-
vinced that the regula-
tory authority is really 
checking the excesses 
of the airlines.

 Last year, there was 
a report that pilots and 
cabin crew personnel 
of some airlines were 
suspended by NCAA, 
after the agency found 
out that their conduct 
infringed the rules- 
from taking alcohol 
few hours to flight 
time to the discovery 
of marijuana substanc-
es in their blood dur-
ing test. Their licenses 
were suspended for a 
given time. Although 
industry sources said 
such drastic measures 
ought to be a contin-
uum but there was a 
time “NCAA was lax 
and complacent, but 
now they have upped 
their game.”

aeronautical station 
operator’s personnel.

 “2016 was another 
zero accident year cul-
minating in a streak 
in the commercial air 
transport category and 
the America’s Trans-
p ortation Se curity 
Administration (TSA) 
audit was carried out. 

“ We c ommenc e d 
aerodrome certifica-
tion of Lagos and Abuja 
airports completion 
of phase three of the 
aerodrome certifica-
tion programme certi-
fication of air naviga-
tion service provid-
ers. There was audit 
of aerodromes and he-
liports in the country 
and personnel licenses 
had been automated 
and it attracted com-
mendation from the 
national assembly,” he 
disclosed.

 BD Sunday’s checks 
show that  Nigeria 
scored over 90% in 
ICAO security audit 
and was successful in 
ICAO universal safety 
oversight audit pro-
gramme (USOAP).

 In 2016, NCAA re-
ceived a total number 
of 2,236 complaints 
from foreign airline 
and resolved 1,792. 
The number of com-
plaints from domestic 
airlines in 2015 was 47 
but 33 resolved, while 
in 2016, total number 

of 71 complaints were 
received and 51 were 
resolved. This shows 
that sharp decline in 
the complaints from 
foreign carriers in 2016

 The Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Regulations 
(NCARS) was reviewed 
and amended which 
officially took effect 
from July, 2016. NCAA 
also accredited the only 
helicopter flying school 
in the sub region to of-
fer air transport pilot 
license and there was 
certification of aviation 
security screeners at 
the nation’s airports.

 Guidelines were is-
sued to owners and 
users of remotely pi-
loted aircraft/drones 
to curb prevalent col-
lisions with aircraft in 
the airspace. NCAA 
attained level three in 
state safety programme 
implementation pro-
cess, putting Nigeria 
at the same level with 
USA and U.K in safety 
rating.

 Therefore, the year 
2016 adjudged as one 
of the safest in Nigeria’s 
history. The author-
ity is also not show-
ing complacency in 
its achievement as it 
sets agenda for 2017 to 
sustain zero accident in 
aviation.  Usman said to 
do this, it will increase 
in safety oversight; pro-
vide wider and more 
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Staying HIV-free this Valentine’s season

A
re you in the mood for 
expressing love, shar-
ing gifts, splurging on 
romantic high-calorie 
dinners as ways to cel-

ebrate Valentine’s Day? While these 
are great, there is, however, cause for 
caution.

With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, the tendency for increased 
sexual activities, excessive alcohol-
ism, drug abuse, incidences of rape, 
and the tendency to be exposed to 
HIV is very high. 

If you really want to impress your 
date this Valentine’s Day, protect 
their health and yours by getting 
tested.

Sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) are an indicator of high risk 
sexual behaviour and increase the 
chance of HIV transmission.

Despite recent progress in the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS, the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/

AIDS (UNAIDS) in Nigeria says that 
3.2 percent of the adult population or 
an estimated 3.4 million Nigerians live 
with HIV. Nigeria has the second larg-
est HIV epidemic in the world.

On the other hand, only 26.3 
percent of Nigerians have ever been 
tested for HIV, with more female (29.2 
percent) than males (23.5 percent).

As such, experts are calling for cau-
tion in this season of love.

“Particularly on this one day, there 
is a spike in sexual activities and 
people should not act from a place of 
ignorant and naivety, they are well in-
formed of what one night stand could 
propel for them as whole,” said Doyin 
Odunbanjo, a public health expert.

“There is not point getting carried 
away on one night and discovering the 
course of your life has been altered 
completely. It is about education; we 
need to put information out there so 
that people do not lose their health 
because it is Valentine season,” he said.

Available information on HIV/
AIDS suggests some tips that can help 
reduce the risk of contracting HIV:

1. Get tested and know your part-
ner’s HIV status. Talk to your partner 
about HIV testing and get tested before 
you have sex.

2. Have less risky sex. Oral sex is 
much less risky than anal or vaginal 
sex. Anal sex is the most risky type of 
sex for HIV transmission.

3. Use condoms. Use a condom cor-
rectly every time you have vaginal, 
anal, or oral sex.

4. Limit your number of sexual 
partners. The more partners you have, 
the more likely you are to have a part-
ner with HIV whose HIV is not well 
controlled or to have a partner with 
a sexually transmitted disease (STD). 
Both of these factors can increase the 
risk of HIV transmission. If you have 
more than one sexual partner, get 
tested for HIV regularly.

5. Get tested and treated for STDs. 
Insist that your partners get tested 
and treated too. Having an STD can in-
crease your risk of becoming infected 
with HIV or spreading it to others.

6. Talk to your health care pro-

vider about pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP). PrEP is an HIV prevention op-
tion for people who don’t have HIV 
but who are at high risk of becoming 
infected with HIV. PrEP involves 
taking a specific HIV medicine every 
day. PrEP should always be combined 

I
n a bid to hasten in-
t e r v e n t i o n  a n d 
preven t explosion of 
HIV/AI DS in the coun-
try, th e Nigerian Busi-

ness Co alition Against AIDS   
(NiBUCAA) has called for 
collaborative and sustained 
efforts towards combating 
the disease in the country.

The call was made during 
the inaugural ceremony of 
Herbert Wigwe, CEO  and 
group managing di rector, 
Access Bank , and Nicolas 
Terraz, managing dir ector 
and chief execu tive of To-
tal as the new co-chairs of 
NiBUCAA.

“What we are trying to 
do is to lift the overall level 
of awareness of HIV/AIDS 
in Nigeria. The easiest way 
to stop this pandemic is 
to lift the education and 
awareness of people to stop 
fresh infections and ensure 
treatment for those who 
have been affected,” said 
Wigwe during the inaugu-
ration ceremony.

“The fight against HIV/
AIDS is not an option but 
it is a necessity,” he added.

Nigeria has  the second 
largest H IV epidemic in 
the wo rld, although HIV 
pr evalence among adults  

with other prevention options, such 
as condoms.

7. Don’t inject drugs. But if you do, 
use only sterile drug injection equip-
ment and water and never share your 
equipment with others.
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is remarkably small  (3.1 
percent) compared to ot her 
sub-Saharan Afric an coun-
tries such as  South Africa 
(19.2 percent)  and Zambia 

(12.9 percent). T he size of 
Nigeria’s  population means 
3.5  million people were 
l iving with HIV in 201 5, 
according to a 2015 report 

by the Joint United Nations  
Programme on HIV/AID S 
(UNAIDS) and the Na tional 
Agency for the  Control of 
Aids (NAC A).

Also speaking during the 
inauguration, Nicolas Ter-
raz said “The fight against 
HIV/AIDS requires col-
laborative efforts from the 
government, civil society’s, 
organisations and every-
body to create awareness 
and enlightenment to com-
bat the pandemic.”

The idea behind the co-
chairs stru cture is basi-
cally to  stand in gap for 
the  voiceless as far as  HIV/
AIDs is concerne d as well 
as build fo rmidable team 
that wo uld inspire further 
a dvocacy intervention,  
thereby, bringing th e effect 
of the menac e to nothing in 
the s ociety.

NiBUCAA is the voice o f 
the private sector  response 
to HIV and A IDS in Nige-
ria. It was set up to posi-
tion the private sect or in 
capitalising on  their unique 
strengt hs and proficiencies, 
in programme areas  to miti-
gate the impa ct of HIV and 
AIDS in  the workplace and 
so ciety in general.

N i B  U C A A  w a s  p u t 
together  on the premise 
that  businesses have colle-
ctive leadership role s to 
play in the mult i-sectoral 
response t o HIV/AIDS, led 
b y NACA.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

JOSEPHINE OKOJIE



Staying HIV-free this season

A
re you in the mood for 
expressing love, shar-
ing gifts, splurging on 
romantic high-calorie 
dinners as ways to cel-

ebrate Valentine’s Day? While these 
are great, there is, however, cause for 
caution.

With Valentine’s Day just around 
the corner, the tendency for increased 
sexual activities, excessive alcohol-
ism, drug abuse, incidences of rape, 
and the tendency to be exposed to 
HIV is very high. 

If you really want to impress your 
date this Valentine’s Day, protect 
their health and yours by getting 
tested.

Sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs) are an indicator of high risk 
sexual behaviour and increase the 
chance of HIV transmission.

Despite recent progress in the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS, the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/

AIDS (UNAIDS) in Nigeria says that 
3.2 percent of the adult population or 
an estimated 3.4 million Nigerians live 
with HIV. Nigeria has the second larg-
est HIV epidemic in the world.

On the other hand, only 26.3 
percent of Nigerians have ever been 
tested for HIV, with more female (29.2 
percent) than males (23.5 percent).

As such, experts are calling for cau-
tion in this season of love.

“Particularly on this one day, there 
is a spike in sexual activities and 
people should not act from a place of 
ignorant and naivety, they are well in-
formed of what one night stand could 
propel for them as whole,” said Doyin 
Odunbanjo, a public health expert.

“There is not point getting carried 
away on one night and discovering the 
course of your life has been altered 
completely. It is about education; we 
need to put information out there so 
that people do not lose their health 
because it is Valentine season,” he said.

Available information on HIV/
AIDS suggests some tips that can help 
reduce the risk of contracting HIV:

1. Get tested and know your part-
ner’s HIV status. Talk to your partner 
about HIV testing and get tested before 
you have sex.

2. Have less risky sex. Oral sex is 
much less risky than anal or vaginal 
sex. Anal sex is the most risky type of 
sex for HIV transmission.

3. Use condoms. Use a condom cor-
rectly every time you have vaginal, 
anal, or oral sex.

4. Limit your number of sexual 
partners. The more partners you have, 
the more likely you are to have a part-
ner with HIV whose HIV is not well 
controlled or to have a partner with 
a sexually transmitted disease (STD). 
Both of these factors can increase the 
risk of HIV transmission. If you have 
more than one sexual partner, get 
tested for HIV regularly.

5. Get tested and treated for STDs. 
Insist that your partners get tested 
and treated too. Having an STD can in-
crease your risk of becoming infected 
with HIV or spreading it to others.

6. Talk to your health care pro-

vider about pre-exposure prophylaxis 
(PrEP). PrEP is an HIV prevention op-
tion for people who don’t have HIV 
but who are at high risk of becoming 
infected with HIV. PrEP involves 
taking a specific HIV medicine every 
day. PrEP should always be combined 

I
n a bid to hasten in-
t e r v e n t i o n  a n d 
preven t explosion of 
HIV/AI DS in the coun-
try, th e Nigerian Busi-

ness Co alition Against AIDS   
(NiBUCAA) has called for 
collaborative and sustained 
efforts towards combating 
the disease in the country.

The call was made during 
the inaugural ceremony of 
Herbert Wigwe, CEO  and 
group managing di rector, 
Access Bank , and Nicolas 
Terraz, managing dir ector 
and chief execu tive of To-
tal as the new co-chairs of 
NiBUCAA.

“What we are trying to 
do is to lift the overall level 
of awareness of HIV/AIDS 
in Nigeria. The easiest way 
to stop this pandemic is 
to lift the education and 
awareness of people to stop 
fresh infections and ensure 
treatment for those who 
have been affected,” said 
Wigwe during the inaugu-
ration ceremony.

“The fight against HIV/
AIDS is not an option but 
it is a necessity,” he added.

Nigeria has  the second 
largest H IV epidemic in 
the wo rld, although HIV 
pr evalence among adults  

with other prevention options, such 
as condoms.

7. Don’t inject drugs. But if you do, 
use only sterile drug injection equip-
ment and water and never share your 
equipment with others.

Health&Science
SUNDAYBD 45C002D5556

NiBUCAA calls for collaborative 
efforts to combat HIV/AIDS

 Sunday  19 February  2017

is remarkably small  (3.1 
percent) compared to ot her 
sub-Saharan Afric an coun-
tries such as  South Africa 
(19.2 percent)  and Zambia 

(12.9 percent). T he size of 
Nigeria’s  population means 
3.5  million people were 
l iving with HIV in 201 5, 
according to a 2015 report 

by the Joint United Nations  
Programme on HIV/AID S 
(UNAIDS) and the Na tional 
Agency for the  Control of 
Aids (NAC A).

Also speaking during the 
inauguration, Nicolas Ter-
raz said “The fight against 
HIV/AIDS requires col-
laborative efforts from the 
government, civil society’s, 
organisations and every-
body to create awareness 
and enlightenment to com-
bat the pandemic.”

The idea behind the co-
chairs stru cture is basi-
cally to  stand in gap for 
the  voiceless as far as  HIV/
AIDs is concerne d as well 
as build fo rmidable team 
that wo uld inspire further 
a dvocacy intervention,  
thereby, bringing th e effect 
of the menac e to nothing in 
the s ociety.

NiBUCAA is the voice o f 
the private sector  response 
to HIV and A IDS in Nige-
ria. It was set up to posi-
tion the private sect or in 
capitalising on  their unique 
strengt hs and proficiencies, 
in programme areas  to miti-
gate the impa ct of HIV and 
AIDS in  the workplace and 
so ciety in general.

N i B  U C A A  w a s  p u t 
together  on the premise 
that  businesses have colle-
ctive leadership role s to 
play in the mult i-sectoral 
response t o HIV/AIDS, led 
b y NACA.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH

JOSEPHINE OKOJIE



Parents of Abia ‘Ninjas’ plead 
with Ikpeazu on ABGRASOD

Sports
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P
arents of over 1000 newly discovered 
sports talents now called ‘Abia Ninjas’ 
have pleaded with the state governor, 
Okezie Ikpeazu, not to allow the lofty 
goals of the newly introduced Abia 

State Grassroots Sports Development Initiative 
(ABGRASOD) to crash like most others.

The parents of the 1020 talented sports kids 
fished out of the 17 local council areas of the 
state during recent trials (January 2017) who 
thronged the Michael Okpara Centre in Umua-
hia on Thursday, February 16, 2017, praised the 
scheme, saying it was sure to impact massively 
at the grassroots and reduce misdirection of the 
youth of the state into world class stars.

ABGRASOD is a partnership scheme be-
tween the Abia State Government (through the 
Ministry of Sports) and Praik-Aplied Nigeria 
aimed at fishing out sports talents at teenage level 
(11 – 15 years), camping them consistently and 
developing them until they hit the national and 
international scenes. The scheme hopes to turn 
them into money machines in future for them-
selves, their state and the nation and reduce pres-
sure on the state government on employment. It 
is also a plan to introduce business lines in sports 
and coordinate the participation of the private 
sector in sports development in Nigeria with 
Ikpeazu’s Abia State as a pilot state. The scheme is 
expected to be a serious foreign exchange earner 
for Abia and for Nigeria, if well managed.

to quit because of use and dump. Other parents 
raised issues and offered counsel on camping 
conditions, safety of the children in camp, need 
for the organizers to be parents to the children 
and need to invite more talents. They warned 
against using quota or VIP lists to select athletes.

All the parents and experts who later spoke 
praised the idea that would mop up youths at 
early stages and groom them to stardom, saying 
that was what the ordinary man expected over 
the years from those that govern.

Throwing some light, Ignatius Chukwu 
(General Manager, South East and South-South, 
BusinessDay), who represented the print media 
partners, said governments that had a strong 
platform to harvest ideas and put them to use 
have soared far above others. He said the very 
ideas an organisation or a people need to come 
out of their troubles are imbedded right there in 
the heads of the same people. All it required is to 
find a formula to tap the ideas, process them and 
put them to use. He said that whatever makes 
a child not to be academically brilliant could 
make the child a genius in another area of life, 
just requiring discovery.

A former director of sports, Ejikeme Ikwunze, 
known as ‘Mr. Football’ stirred the large crowd, 
saying sports is the future of the world. He 
insisted on strict camp rules, discipline, good 
coaching and medical attention when camping 
teenagers.

The Abia State Director of Sports promised 
that talents discovered would be included in 
national sports competitions even this year.

The coach of Abia Comets promised to open a 
window for the ABGRASOD talents and started 
with donation of 10 balls. The hall exploded in 
thrills.

The Director of Sports Development in 
the Ministry of Sports, Sunday Ogele, who 
represented the Sports Commissioner, said the 
Ministry was happy with the scheme especially 
for keeping with the calendar of events despite 
difficulties.

He said; “It is not easy to traverse the 17 local 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

‘Mr Football, Ejikeme Ikwunze, former director of sports, Abia

council areas of the state to hunt for talents, but 
they did it. This programme will not fail. Govern-
ment is solidly behind it. Nobody will hijack it. 
We know that new ideas are not easy to drive”. 
He warned that there would be no demand of 
money from parents to sponsor the children.

In his keynote address, the director of AB-
GRASOD, Kalu Prince-Iroha, gave the objectives 
of the scheme as to diversify Nigeria’s Economy 
through sports; to encourage private sectors 
participation in sports development in Abia 
State; facilitate increased revenue generation 
through the Ministry of Sports; make Abia the 
hub of sporting activities in Nigeria; discover 
and nurture hidden talents in Abia State; and 
as well develop known talents; enhance good 
participation in future national, continental and 
global competitions; and to bring out the business 
perspectives of sports development in Abia State.

Others include to create employment oppor-
tunities through sports; enhance good sporting 
activities in Nigeria through adequate partner-
ship with relevant Ministries, Agencies, Parastat-
als and other bodies; develop sports ethics and 
high moral standard among sportsmen; develop 
strategies to establish financing for sportsmen 
from low-income homes; enhance creativity and 
nurture innovative thinking through the use of 
information and communication technology 
(ICT) among sportsmen to meet 21st century 
challenges; create conductive sporting environ-
ment through the provision of adequate and 
qualitative infrastructural and instructional 
materials; enhance the abilities and capabilities of 
sports managers and administrators by exposing 
them to modern techniques and methodologies; 
and to bring the people closer to their govern-
ment through truly people-oriented projects 
such as this.

The selected talents were given their admis-
sion letters to the camp that would open soon. 
It was gathered that foreign scouts have started 
making inquiries, a sign that Nigeria is ripe for 
mega sports academy to groom the youths for 
foreign sporting missions.

The idea was said to have been well received 
by the Abia State Governor, himself a keen lover 
of sports and youths and he ordered a steering 
committee with aides from the Ministry of 
Sports, Youth and other collaborate units of 
government. The steering committee is headed 
by the CEO of Praik-Applied Nigeria, Iroha Kalu 
(Prince).

ABGRASOD is said to have secured the 
collaboration of many international agents to 
receive the talents to be discovered and groomed 
in Abia State.

The selected kids now called Abia Ninjas 
were flagged off on Tuesday, February 7, 2017, 
at the Umuahia township stadium where the 
governor, represented by the sports commis-
sioner, Chinwe Nwanganga, promised the 
building of sports centres in the local councils to 
enable discovered talents to undergo intensive 
training without having to come to the state 
capital always.

The main activities kicked off on Thursday 
(Feb 16, 2017) with a sports summit which was 
to be graced by 42 ambassadors and the senate 

president but had to be scaled down to first get 
the input of the local community and the parents 
who are the core equity holders in the 1020 
Ninjas that form the first batch.

Parent after parent took the floor to appeal 
passionately to the state chief executive not to let 
the people down but to ensure that this once-in-a 
lifetime opportunity does not slip or be allowed 
to derail or decay.

Their concerns centred on need for fair selec-
tion, substitution of the talented children with 
children of the rich, safety of the children, etc. 
A man who gave his name as Chinedu Michael 
asked: “Will it be about selecting the children of 
the rich and ignore the poor as usual?”

Nkechimere Ibe asked if ABGRASOD would 
not whet their appetite and abandon the kids in 
the middle. She said seeing a good idea through 
has been the problem in the state and nation. She 
particularly wanted to know where the scheme 
would lead the children to.

Another woman, Victoria Ukandu, won-
dered if the scheme would not be hijacked by 
politicians, saying she was once in politics but had 

Sunday Ogele, Director of Sports Development, represent-
ing the Commissioner of Sports

Cross section of the Abia talents and their parents



Rohr: Taking Super Eagles to new heights
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M
any German coaches such 
as Otto Pfister, Rudi Guten-
dorf and Burkhard Ziese 
have led teams throughout 
Africa with varying degrees 

of success. But while the trio represent the 
old guard of coaches, a new generation has 
found their way to the continent. FIFA.com 
spoke exclusively to one of the new breed: 
Gernot Rohr, Nigeria’s male soccer national 
team technical adviser.

When the 63-year-old took over the 
Super Eagles coaching job in August 2016, 
the Nigeria had just failed to qualify for a 
second CAF Africa Cup of Nations in a row. 
The disappointment was palpable in the 
football-mad West African country, hav-
ing come shortly after lifting the trophy in 
South Africa in 2013 and competing with 
distinction at the 2014 FIFA World Cup 
Brazil.

Rohr was thus given a clear directive: 
ensure the Super Eagles qualify for Russia 
2018. Achieving that feat will mean over-
coming the so-called ‘Group of Death’ with 
Algeria, Cameroon and Zambia standing in 
the way. The former defender, who became 
an iconic figure at Bordeaux during his play-
ing days, got off to a winning start with Ni-
geria, beating Tanzania 1-0 in an Africa Cup 
of Nations qualifier that had already been 
rendered meaningless after Egypt secured 
the lone qualifying berth from Group G.

More importantly though, Rohr got the 
Super Eagles off to a winning start in their 
World Cup qualifiers, recording a tough 2-1 
win in Zambia. Nigeria then recorded a con-
fident 3-1 victory at home against Algeria. 
The six points, coupled with some surprising 

results in the other games, leaves Nigeria 
with an early four-point lead.

“Winning our first two matches was a 
great start, but we will not play again until 
the end of August and early September, 
when we face Cameroon,” said Rohr. “They 
of course are African champions and will 
be highly motivated to take the form from 
Gabon into the World Cup qualifiers.

“I do not get carried away. It is a very 
tough group and nothing has been decided. 
But I admit that, at the moment, we have 
a small advantage and if we win our two 
matches at home against Cameroon and 
Zambia, we will qualify.”

Like many of his counterparts through-
out Africa, Rohr can call up a host of players 
plying their trade throughout Europe. But 
unlike most, Rohr has an array of players 
who appear regularly in one of the world’s 
toughest leagues: the English Premier 
League. “As the team and the country had 
been deeply affected by failing to qualify 
for the finals in Gabon, I wanted to bring 

club – first as a youth coach, before taking 
over the senior side. In 2010, he took his 
first national team position, leading Gabon 
into the quarter-finals of the Africa Cup of 
Nations two years later. Since then, stints 
with Burkina Faso and Niger have followed.

Throughout his coaching career, Rohr 
has worked with a number of great play-
ers. He considers Gabonese striker Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang to be one of the best. 
“Under Thomas Tuchel he plays a more 
central role at Borussia Dortmund than he 
did under Jurgen Klopp. He has gained in 
efficiency. One feels that he does not need 
many opportunities to score.

“For a player who loves depth, his speed is 
a huge advantage. He has grown as a player 
and could become even better. With a little 
improvement to his left foot, his in-depth 
play and concentration, he would become 
even more effective. Although he is already 
one of the best strikers in the world and has 
the qualities to play at any club.”

ANTHONY NLEBEM with wire reports

Wenger talks on Arsenal exit

E
mbattled Arsenal manager, Ar-
sene Wenger, says he will defi-
nitely be managing next season, 
whether with the Gunners “or 
somewhere else”.

Wenger, 67, was speaking at the end 
of one of the most turbulent weeks of his 
two-decade tenure as Gunners boss.

After Wednesday’s 5-1 Champions 
League defeat by Bayern Munich, several 
ex-players said they believed his time in 
charge was coming to an end.

The Frenchman’s contract expires 
at the end of this season and he said he 
would decide on a new deal in March 
or April.

“No matter what happens I will man-
age for another season. Whether it’s 
here or somewhere else, that is for sure,” 
Wenger said on Friday.

“If I said March or April it is because I 
didn’t know. I do not want to come back 
on that.

“I am used to the criticism. I think in 
life it’s important to do what you think is 
right and all the rest is judgement. I am in 
a public job and I have to accept that, but I 
have to behave with my values.”

Wenger, who has been in charge of 
Arsenal since 1996, said: “We let everyone 
judge and criticise, we have to deal with 
that. We have to bounce back, that is what 
life is about.

“Even if I go, Arsenal will not win 
every single game in the future. It is not 
like before I arrived Arsenal had won five 
times in the European Cup.

“What is important is that the club 

makes the right decision for the future. I 
care about this club and its future and it is 
very important the club is in safe hands.

“The main emotion is everyone has a 
big disappointment. We have to regroup 
and refocus on the next game, and to take 
care of the consequences a disappointing 
result can have on everyone’s spirit.

“We have to focus on the real problems 
and they are the way we play football, 
not my future.

“It is always important not to look for 
wrong excuses in life.”

Arsenal have not won the Premier 
League since 2004, with FA Cups in 2005, 
2014 and 2015 the only major silverware 
Wenger has secured since.

However, he has consistently qualified 
for the lucrative Champions League and 
the club has continued to grow finan-
cially, despite the pressures of building a 
new stadium.

 

ship of the body of Africa sports journalist, 
SWAN has therefore lost confidence in the 
leadership of Sirawoo and will no longer 
submit itself under his authority.’’ He said.

Edoreh added that the chapter had 
waited for the National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) to make a statement in reaction 
to the situation, and perhaps remedy the 
wrong that Sirawoo had inflicted on SWAN.

According to him, the chapter was there-
fore compelled to let Sirawoo executive 
know Lagos SWAN stand on the situation, 
thus the resolution of vote of no confidence.

Sirawoo declined to react to the action of 
Lagos SWAN and asked that the secretary of 
the association, Olawale Alabi should react.

Alabi said the Lagos SWAN members 
have a right to express their views. He said 
the National Executive Committee of the 
organisation will meet in Abuja next week.

“What happened in Lagos will be one of 
the issues to be discussed”, he said.

T
he Sports Writers association of 
Nigeria (SWAN), Lagos chapter, 
on Friday passed a vote of no 
confidence on Honour Sirawoo, 
National President of SWAN, in 

its emergency congress held in Lagos.
Sirawoo as President of the Sports 

Writers Association of Nigeria, refused to 
endorse the candidacy of veteran journalist 
Mitchel Obi to re-contest for the AIPS Africa 
Presidency.

The congress held at SWAN Secretariat, 
National Stadium, Lagos, had in attendance 
74 members including veterans from vari-
ous media organisation.

Speaking after the meeting, Fred Edoreh, 
Chairman SWAN, Lagos chapter disclosed 
that the gathering was held to enable 
members to express their reactions on the 
“embarrassment” brought to the body by 
Sirawoo.

Edoreh said that Sirawoo refused to 
renew the nomination of Mitchel Obi, to 
contest as President of AIPS Africa and 
wrote the world body that Nigeria had no 
candidate.

He added that Sirawoo further wrote 
that Obi is not a journalist.

He described this as an insult to SWAN, 
Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), Nigerian 
public and the African zone of AIPS.

“It became necessary for us to call this 
emergency congress to discuss and take a 
position on what action should be taken to 
respond to the damage brought to SWAN.

“By this attempt, to make us lose leader-

Mikano distributing energy drinks, bottled water and face towels to contestants at the 
Lagos Access Marathon 2017.

ANTHONY NLEBEM

in some younger players into the squad. 
This, of course, is without closing the door 
on anyone.”

Rohr handed a first call-up to Isaac Suc-
cess and also included youngsters like Alex 
Iwobi and Kelechi Iheanacho. But the Ger-
man did not put all his faith into talented 
youngsters, he included experienced cam-
paigners like Elderson Echiejile, John Ogu 
and captain John Obi Mikel in his squad.

However, it was not only with the senior 
side that work needed to be done. Recent 
results at age-group level had also not been 
as successful as the past. “This is something 
that I wanted to help change,” Rohr said. “I 
also offered to accompany the local selec-
tion, even if I was not in charge of it directly. 
I also said I would keep an eye out for the 
national women’s team. These are some 
of the things I said I wanted to do when I 
started in August last year.” After ending 
his playing career with Bordeaux in 1989, 
Rohr moved straight into coaching at the 

SWAN: Lagos chapter passes vote 
of no confidence on Sirawoo

Honour Sirawoo
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Open Letter to ASUU & ASUP (5): 

I
n an ironic play on words, I named my 
two Monday morning callers Just Man 
and Just Woman. Hardly could they 
be just since they had both confessed 
to the academic crime of sorting. I was 

unequivocal in my condemnation of their 
crime. They therefore had some difficulty 
comprehending how a principled man, such 
as I appeared to be, could possibly advocate 
that Nigeria’s problem of book scarcity be 
solved by having book pirates flood the 
nation with pirated copies of every book 
required at all levels of the educational 
system. What a contradiction! When I 
reminded them of the saying that every 
good family has or ought to have at least 
one thief, so that when a situation requires 
thievery, he would oblige, they were equally 
taken aback.

“That’s going too far, isn’t it?” they asked.
“No further than sorting. . . . But the truth 

of the matter is: publish a book today, and in 
seven days you will find that book being sold 
in the go-slow market in a pirated edition.”

“So you’re saying why not turn that evil 
talent of book piracy to some public good by 
printing and making available some needed 
school textbooks?”

“Exactly!”
“Na wah-o!”
“But in the essay in question I also had 

a respectable and legal recommendation: 

I suggested that either the Nigerian 
government or one private entrepreneur or 
a consortium of entrepreneurs should go and 
negotiate copyright permissions at discount/
wholesale fees to print Nigerian editions of 
books published in other countries for use in 
our schools and higher institutions.”

“Na wah-o!”
“If I remember correctly,” said JMan, 

“the then-Soviet Union and East European 
communist countries and communist China 
refused to subscribe to the International 
Copyright Convention.”

“That’s right.”
“They simply reprinted any books they 

liked without obtaining permission or 
paying even a kobo to the copyright owner.”

“For a secondary school boy, you had a 
sound sense of public affairs and history 
back in the 1980s. So tell me, how did you 
ever divert to sorting? What happened? How 
could you go so wrong?”

“Oga, lef-am! Please. Remember what 
the crayfish, swimmer of great oceans, said 
to the shark: na condition make crayfish 
bend so.”

“I remember. In fact, I once asked crayfish 
that same question, and he gave me the same 
silly answer. No imagination whatsoever.”

“This is getting really interesting,” said 
JWoman. “So why didn’t you recommend 
that the Nigerian government should do 
like Russia and China and simply reprint 
the books and don’t bother negotiating 
permissions or fees?”

“I actually did.”
“You did??!!!”
“Mostly tongue-in-cheek. I knew Nigeria 

had no guts and would never do such a thing. 
In fact, from the First Republic through 
all the military coups and after, every in-
coming Nigerian government takes the 
trouble to assure the world in its inaugural 
speech that it will abide by all international 
conventions and pay all debts.”

“But then,” said JWoman, “it’s 30 years 
since you put forth this remarkable proposal 
but no entrepreneur or government has 
taken the trouble to adopt or explore it.”

“That’s exactly the point. In a situation 

where government as well as legitimate 
businesses have failed to supply a critical 
need, isn’t it logical for smugglers and pirates 
to take over?”

“But still, in 30 years the book pirates 
have not taken over,” said JWoman. “It is 
failure all round!”

“Nigeria is a basket case indeed,” said 
JMan. “In the vacuum created by the 
absence of books—books which are the 
fountain and vehicle of knowledge and the 
basic implements of academic work—all 
sorts of noxious germs come to flower and 
take over the campus, including murderous 
campus cults—and sorting! . . .”

“That is the great Nigerian tragedy!”
I had the sense that this phone call had 

dragged my callers into rather deeper waters 
than they bargained for. They needed to get 
back to shore and a safe landing.

“You see, it’s like this. Both of you—
Just Friends, right?—you can become the 
entrepreneurs that could save the system. 
Abandon sorting. Go for honest money. Find 
out what books the schools and universities 
regularly need. Get a team of experts, 
whether Nigerian or foreign or both, to 
write the books or to assemble them from 
previously published materials. Or, as the 
case may be, adopt entire books previously 
published. You call yourselves scholars, 
for God’s sake! Negotiate discounted/
wholesale re-publication rights. Pay the 
fees. Disseminate the materials in a low-paid 
internet network targeted and accessible to 
Nigerian students.

“From the large volume of small naira 
and kobo you will make more money than 
your current criminal sorting system. And 
when online advertisers discover your 
platform, you will make so much money 
you won’t know what to do with it. You 
might even decide to pay me for giving you 
the idea, plus ask me to show you what 
great things you can do with your money. 
In my writings I have explored other ways 
of flooding Nigeria with books—but you 
will have to do that research yourselves. . . .”

                           • Concluded
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Week
Quotes of the

Anti-virus software is a program or set of 
programs that are designed to prevent, search 
for, detect, and remove software viruses, and 
other malicious software like worms, trojans, 
adware, and more.

These tools are critical for users to have 
installed and up-to-date because a computer 
without anti-virus software installed will be 
infected within minutes of connecting to the 
internet. The bombardment is constant, with 
anti-virus companies update their detection 
tools constantly to deal with the more than 
60,000 new pieces of malware created daily. 

There are several different companies 
that build and offer anti-virus software and 
what each offers can vary but all perform 
some basic functions:

 Scan specific files or directories for any 
malware or known malicious patterns

 Allow you to schedule scans to automati-
cally run for you

Allow you to initiate a scan of a specific 
file or of your computer, or of a CD or flash 
drive at any time.

Remove any malicious code detected 
–sometimes you will be notified of an infec-
tion and asked if you want to clean the file, 
other programs will automatically do this 
behind the scenes.

Show you the ‘health’ of your computer
Always be sure you have the best, up-to-

date security software installed to protect 
your computers, laptops, tablets and smart-
phones.

Blogs
From the 

“There are eight different cases that I am handling for 
Fayose at the moment. The money is legitimate and 
legal. EFCC is bringing itself to the level of becoming 
the enemy of the people. When has payment of legal 
fee become or translated to a commission of a crime? 
I can’t be ruffled for this action, because I have not 
done illegal, illegitimate or illicit or something out 
of ordinary”. Mike Ozekhome, human rights lawyers. 
It was the same lying Lie Mohammed that complained 
that it was wrong for the Jonathan government 
to have banned Boko Haram in 2013 when he was 
spokesman of the defunct ACN. As Minister of Infor-
mation lying Lie Mohammed has NEVER condemned 
the Fulani militias that are slaughtering Christians all 
over the north. The blood of Christians butchered in 
the north will haunt lying Lie until the day he dies”. 
Femi Fani-Kayode, former Aviation Minister.
“The truth of the matter is that some of these countries 
are not helping matters. If you go to Muslim countries 
for instance, you are expected to dress to suit their 
religion and observe strict restriction. But when they 
visit the West they still want to wear Hijab and talk 
about religious freedom; build Mosques everywhere. 
But is there religious freedom in the seven countries 
Donald Trump placed restriction on and in Saudi 
Arabia”? Sunnie Amojor, president, TotalMan Fellow, a 
non-profit men leadership organisation based in Lagos. 

Numbers
0.39%
Activities on the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) 
closed on a positive trend on Wednesday with the 
market indicators appreciating by 0.39 per cent.

N105. 72bn
Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State on 
Tuesday at the State Executive Council Chambers 
signed the 2017 budget of N105. 72 billion into law. 

 Books! Books!! Books!!! 


