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Ninebarrow are a multi-award-winning folk duo, who are impressing audiences across the 
country with their innovative and captivating take on the folk tradition. Described by Mark 
Radcliffe as sounding ‘like two halves of one voice’ and by Mercury Music Prize nominee Kate 
Rusby as ‘absolutely amazing’, Jon Whitley and Jay LaBouchardiere combine breath taking 
vocal harmonies and melodies, delivering original songs that are inspired and rooted in the 
landscape and history of the British Isles.  
 

As well as crafting unique and engaging original material, Ninebarrow also take a wide-range 
of traditional folk songs and rework them in their own, distinctive way. Nominated for the 
coveted Horizon award (Best Emerging Act) at the 2017 BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards the Dorset 
duo have carved themselves a distinctive niche on the folk roots scene for their outstanding 
harmonies, high production values, engaging original songs, poetic lyricism and magical 
instrumentation.  
 

In a few short years, the Dorset-based duo have carved themselves a distinctive niche on the 
folk roots scene for their outstanding harmonies, delicate instrumentation and engaging 
songs. In 2017, they were nominated at the BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards in the ’Horizon’ 
category for ‘Best Emerging Artist’. One of the highest accolades in their genre, it was made 
even more exceptional because it was only a few months prior to this that Jon Whitley and 
Jay LaBouchardiere relinquished their jobs as a teacher and GP in favour of a full-time music 
career – an act of faith that has clearly paid dividends.  
 

Named after Nine Barrow Down in Dorset’s Purbeck hills, the duo have released four critically 
acclaimed albums with their most recent, ‘A Pocket Full of Acorns’, which they released to a 
raft of four and five star reviews in the folk and mainstream media in March 2021. Within just 
a few days of release, the album had already reached No. 1 on Amazon's Folk Best Sellers 
Chart.   
 

In the week leading up to the arboreal-titled album’s release (March 5, 2021) Jon and Jay 
fulfilled a long-held wish to address their carbon footprint by planting 1000 native English 
trees and 200 shrubs to form ‘The Ninebarrow Woodland’. Funded partly by the Woodland 
Trust's MOREWoods scheme, and partly by the incredibly generous donations of their 
beloved 'Barrow Bods' fan base, the duo embarked upon an epic, five-day planting project 
during the third national lockdown. Unable to safely invite the working party of volunteers 
they'd hoped for, all 1000 saplings and 200 shrubs were planted by Jon, Jay, Jay's mum, Vicki, 
and her partner Kevin.  
 

Sited on three acres of land near Gillingham in north Dorset, the ambitious project saw 
saplings of 10 different species planted, half of which were English oaks. 
  
Because of the strong link between Ninebarrow’s music and the Dorset landscape, the duo 
were invited to record a segment for BBC1's Countryfile in March 2021. Following the 
broadcast, all four of the duo's current releases immediately jumped into the Amazon's Top 
40 Folk Releases, with the new album 'A Pocket Full of Acorns' cemented securely at the top 
of the chart.  
 
Engaging, charismatic and humorous - Ninebarrow are winning new fans wherever they go. 
See them live, and you’ll quickly understand why. 

Accolades 

 

Best Duo  
       Folking.com Awards 2019 

 

BBC Radio 2 Folk Award        
’Horizon’ Nominees 2017 

 

Album of the Year Winners 
Nova FM Folk Show 2018 

 

Best Duo Nominees 
       Fatea Magazine 2016  

Folking.com 2017 
 

Top Folk Albums of the Year 
       The Telegraph 2014 & 2016 

 

Best Debut Album of 2014  
       Fatea Magazine 

Quotes 
 

 
‘Stunning’ 

Maverick Magazine 
 

 
‘Immaculate’ 

EFDSS Magazine 
 

 
‘An absolute joy’ 

The Morning Star 

 

 
‘The pair sing as one voice in  

super-tight harmony ’ 
The Guardian 

 
‘Like two halves of one voice’ 

Mark Radcliffe, BBC R2 
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