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beyond? The kids were very attentive and 
participative which also boosted the drive of our 
resource speakers to share more.

The event catered to a variety of people, upholding 
diversity. There were participants who were “cancer 
warriors”, participants from different races, a 
participant with a disability but nothing  stopped them 
from joining the camp and showcasing their love for 
astronomy.

The camp was open to ages 12 years old and up, and 
the camp duration was for two days; for the children, 
the camp was only for a day. Though the participants 
were diverse physically and as well as in age, there 
was something that they had in common. All of them 
shared the same passion and love for one thing - 
“The eagerness to learn and expand their 
knowledge”. This is what energizes the organizers to 
host the next camps for the next years. The joy we 
bring to the participants and the impact we are giving 
to them are priceless.

Guest speakers of the camp were SSERD’s 
co-founder and chairman, Sujay Sreedhar, who took 
his time to educate the participants about the 
importance of space education and its benefits.

The Society for Space Education Research and 
Development (SSERD) held its Astro Space Camp 
2.0, the second space camp initiated by the 
organization, held in D' Family Park, Talamban, Cebu 
City last May 30 and 31, 2019. The Astro Space 
Camp 2.0 had a bunch of enthusiastic kids and teens 
as participants who are passionate about the 
sciences, possess curious minds about escape 
velocities, white holes, black holes, the possible 
existence of other galaxies and more.

The organization had an unexpected 51 participants 
to register and even more walk-ins during the first 
day of the event — a milestone  compared to the 
preceding camp. Participants’ age range were from 
four to 21 years old. Most of the participants were 
kids. The kids' curiosity was extraordinary; who would 
have thought that kids as young as four years would 
actually care about what is going on our world and



Adrian Abac of the University of San Carlos, who took 
Physics and graduated cum laude, discussed the 
origins and the unanswered questions of the vast 
universe.

At the end of the parachute testing, hydro-rocket 
making and launching, and glider flight competition, 
Indiana Aerospace University Astronomical Society, 
and University of San Carlos Physics and Astronomy 
Society along with the SSERD organizers, 
assembled space telescopes on the open field for the 
sky gazing portion of the program. Aside from being 
taught to assemble the telescopes, participants also 
got the opportunity to learn how to use the them, 
know the specifics of the device’s ergonomics, and 
understand its proper maintenance. Participants were 
able to appreciate and observe various celestial 
bodies (constellations, planets, and moons) through 
the sky gazing.

Astro Space Camp 2.0 10



Summer is more fun when we go out and learn more 
rather than just looking at screens all vacation long. 
After all, it’s not like we have the universe in our 
hands to study. Thankfully, there are other ways to 
learn about stars, planets and rockets and at the 
same time, have fun at the park. Not only did 
participants learn about the concepts of 
aerodynamics and other physics concepts from the 
lectures, they also engaged in team building 
exercises where they made functional gliders, 
parachutes, and hydro-rockets from recycled 
materials. This made the learning experience more 
wholesome and comprehensive as they forged 
friendships too.  The lecture included various kinds of 
constellations and how ancient Filipinos used 
constellations in agriculture and other aspects of 
human life. Moreover, the experience encouraged 
creativity, critical thinking, and cooperation among the 
participants while spending time outdoors - definitely 
a good break from having smart phones glued to their 
hands all day!
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