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KS2 – Microorganism Lesson 
 
KS2 Subjects:               

Curriculum Links 

PSHE: 3b 

Science: 2.5f 

 
Time: 30mins 

 
Lesson objectives  

 Understand what a microorganism is 

 Learn about types of harmful and helpful microorganisms 

  
Preparation: 

 Download the microorganism slideshow from http://www.linkethiopia.org/resources 

 Projector or interactive white board to display slideshow 

 Make a copy of the Micro Organism quiz for each pupil 
 
Instructions 
 

1. Show the Powerpoint slideshow, which introduces microorganisms and examines examples of harmful and helpful 
microorganisms in Ethiopia. Ask pupils to look for similarities and differences between Ethiopia and UK (eg. 
similarities: the same kinds of micro-organisms exist; they can be transmitted by not washing hands; yeast is used to 
raise bread; bacteria are used to make cheese. Differences: food is usually preserved in UK by keeping it in a 
refrigerator; sanitation is different). Leave time to discuss slides with pupils and answer any questions. 
(15 mins) 

 
2. Once the slideshow is complete, hand out the microorganism quiz. Some questions can be answered from the 

slideshow, for others pupils will have to use their general knowledge or guess. (10mins) 
 

3. Go through the quiz, asking for answers from the class. 

http://www.linkethiopia.org/resources
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Microorganism Quiz 

 
Name.................................................................... 
 

Put a tick against the correct answer 

 

1. Most microorganisms cannot be seen without a ...  
 

 Telescope  

 Periscope  

 Microscope  
 

6. Which of these microorganisms is useful?  
 

 Bacteria that decompose leaves  

 Salmonella  

 Chickenpox virus  
 

2. Which of these is NOT true about microorganisms?  
 

 They are all harmful  

 They feed and grow  

 They reproduce  
 

7. Which of these microorganisms is harmful?  
 

 Yeast  

 Bacteria in yoghurt  

 Fruit mould  
 

3. What is yeast used for?  
 

 To cure chickenpox  

 To make bread rise  

 To make yoghurt  
 

8. Bacteria and viruses are both types of microorganisms. 
Which is smaller?  
 

 Bacteria  

 Viruses  

 They are both the same size  
 

4. Why should cooked and uncooked foods be stored 
separately?  
 

 Because bacteria only like cooked food  

 Because bacteria only like uncooked food  

 To stop bacteria spreading from one to the other  
 

9. Cleaning your teeth regularly helps prevent tooth decay 
because ...  
 

 Microorganisms don't like the taste of toothpaste  

 Brushing removes sugar that microorganisms like to eat  

 Brushing removes all microorganisms from your mouth  
 

5. Which of these is NOT caused by a microorganism?  
 

 Measles  

 A sprained ankle  

 Tooth decay  
 

10. Which of these is true?  
 

 Microorganisms are all around us  

 Microorganisms are only found in the kitchen  

 All microorganisms cause illness  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


