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How well you know God
Jeff

A pastor once said, “How much you will enjoy heaven is directly

related to how well you know God.” As I have realized how true that

statement is, I am very grateful to have grown up in a church with people

that are trying to know God as much as they can.

Being born in the United States as an American Born Chinese (or

Taiwanese) has its own unique experiences that go with it.  When I was

growing up, not to say that I am done growing, most of my friends were

Caucasian Americans.  I had some friends from other countries as well,

but not many Asians.  Taking into

account my inability to speak Chinese,

and the fact that Ohio is not a state with

a big Asian population, you can see how

it would be difficult for me to make

Asian friends.  During most of my

childhood, I was searching for my place

in American society.  It was difficult for

me to “blend in” with white Americans,

and I was always somewhat of an out-

sider among Asians.  Given that most of

my exposure to Asians was through my



43

How well you know God

church, I was extremely grateful that everyone there was friendly and

understanding toward the differences I have as someone not born over-

seas.  Despite this fact, there has been numerous times where I wished I

could attend a church with other people my age with my experiences.

It wasn’t until a couple years ago that my spiritual life really started

to change.  I have been a Christian most of my life, but accepting Christ

and really trying to live my life according to God's will are two different

things.  I always knew what was right and wrong from my numerous

Sunday school lessons, AWANA clubs (clubs for kindergarteners

through high school), sermons and talks with mature Christians.  But

knowing what is right and what is wrong doesn't help you that much

either.  I wasn’t doing anything with my life.  I was living my life as any-

one else would, except for the fact that I called myself a Christian.  I

tried to avoid sinning, but my life was essentially the same as all my

friends.  It wasn't until I tried giving over every aspect of my life to God

that things really began to change.  I started getting a burden to witness

to my friends and live my life in a way that would please God.  I wanted

to make a difference and be used by God.  It was much easier to do this

when college students from Taiwan started to arrive at my church.  Never

before have I been able to have fellowship with anyone in my age group

in my church before.  The people that came really blessed my life.

It was also around this time that I started to have an interest in

Taiwan and learning Chinese.  All the students spoke perfect Chinese

and often would talk to each other in Chinese.  Because I wanted to



44

How well you know God

know what they were saying, I asked a lot of questions during that time

and started to take Chinese classes in college.  I also started to be inter-

ested in going to Taiwan as I had never been there before.  I wanted to

see where my friends came from and grew up, and I also wanted to see

what the world outside of the US was like.

Over the next few years I visited Taiwan a few times and really

enjoyed my experiences there.  I think it was God’s plan for me to go to

Taiwan and have an interest so that I would have the desire to go back.

This led me to come to Taiwan for 6 months in 2004 to learn Chinese

and join the Holiness Church College Fellowship.  During those 6

months, I made a lot of new friends and spent too much time hanging out

with them and not enough time studying Chinese.)  I really appreciate all

the patience they showed me when I couldn’t communicate or under-

stand what they were saying.  I sincerely hope the friendships that were

started during this time will continue to grow for the rest of our lives.

2 Timothy 2:22 says “Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue right-

eousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord

out of a pure heart.” Although I still do not know why God wants me to

learn to speak Chinese or why he wanted me to live in Taiwan for 6

months, I’m sure he has his plan.  And I’m very thankful that he gave me

those 6 months to join a fellowship with so many young people who love

God and call on Him with a pure heart.  To all those who meet in the

building on Shi Da Rd.:  I pray for your church often and hope that God

will continue to bless all of you!


