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I
n a successful effort to build 
capacity for Mackenzie-region 
businesses, the Regional Economic 
Development Initiative (REDI) 

utilized the provincial government 
CARES grant and teamed up 
with Northern Lakes College and 
Community Futures to offer courses 
free of charge to aspiring entrepreneurs 
and established business owners as well 
as individuals seeking to broaden their 
skills. 

Taking place between February and 
April of this year, these courses were 
broken up into 17 face-to-face classes 
offered in High Level, La Crete and 
Fort Vermilion as well as 15 NLC 

LIVE Online™ classes.  

Mackenzie County Deputy Reeve Lisa 
Wardley is a long time REDI Board 
Member and the organization’s current 
Chair. 

“At REDI, we strive to enhance 
economic growth in our region. 
Based on feedback from a number of 
sources, including a recent survey from 
Chamber of Commerce members, we 
developed REDI Business Bootcamp,” 
said Wardley. “By empowering people 
with new ideas, approaches and 
technologies, we hope to inspire them 
to take things to the next level.”     

Melanie Bekevich-Joos is Northern 
Lakes College’s Regional Manager, 
Policy and Planning. She also sits 
on the REDI Board as an industry 
member, and in this capacity, she 
served on the Planning Committee for 
REDI Business Bootcamp.  

“The project team evaluated the 
results of a survey completed by 
members of the local Chamber of 
Commerce. We developed short, 
workshop-style courses that were 
intended to build skills that could be 
used immediately in local businesses. 
We have been offering courses in four 
key areas including: human resources, 
bookkeeping, marketing and branding, 

and business planning,” said 
Bekevich-Joos. 

Northern Lakes College’s 
Continuing Education and 
Corporate Training Department 
customized the courses based on 
REDI’s desired outcomes and 
sourced instructors who specialize in 
each area. 

“I loved the courses. They were 
exactly what I was looking for at 
the exact time I needed them,” said 
Barbe Holick of La Crete. “I had 
been thinking of starting a website 
for the community adult learning 
organization I work for, and I 
also want to start my own online 
business.”

Holick took four courses—
including Marketing and Branding 
for Small Business, Employment 
Standards in Alberta, Building a 
Basic Website and Strategies to 
Increase Engagement and Drive 
People to Your Business. 

“I’ve been putting all the things I 
learned to use. For example, I’m 
working on my own website and 
have a lot of ideas,” said Holick. 

Now that the concept has been 
developed and launched, REDI 
plans to evaluate which courses 
were most popular and respond to 
suggestions they have received. 

“What’s been most surprising is that 
our NLC LIVE Online™ courses 
have been more popular than the 
face-to-face courses,” said Bekevich-
Joos. “The first QuickBooks course 
filled up right away, so we offered it 
a second time and it was also full. 
Perhaps it’s an indication that people 
are used to learning this way and 
appreciate the convenience.” 

At this stage, the courses have been 
free due to the CARES grant, so 
if the REDI Business Bootcamp is 
offered again, it is anticipated there 
will be a cost associated with the 
courses.

“We are still gathering feedback 
and measuring the impact of REDI 
Business Bootcamp and determining 
whether there will be a demand for 
it if there is a fee. I know a number 
of individuals received a lot of 
value from it, so there definitely 
is potential. We invite the public 
from the REDI region to contact 
us with feedback and suggestions 
for additional communities to 
host courses in,” said REDI Chair 
Wardley.    
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The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
Association for Northwest 
Alberta (REDI) formed in 
2002. It exists to promote 
and enhance economic 
growth amongst its member 
communities and to pro-
mote the region as a whole, 
rather than as individual 
communities. 

REDI is geographically 
located in the far northwest 
portion of Alberta and is 
located within Mackenzie 
County and the Métis settle-
ment of Paddle Prairie.

The region is home to a 
number of progressive and 
established resource indus-
tries such as agriculture, 
forestry and oil and gas. 
This vibrancy has enabled 
sustained economic diver-
sification. Husky Energy, 
Apache Canada, Agricore 
and Tolko Industries have all 
made major investments in 
the REDI region.

Like the northern lights 
that dance overhead, the 
REDI region is vibrant and 
alive. The region is filled 
with unique commercial, 
residential and industrial 
investment opportunities. 
This, together with a high 
regard for family and life-
style, make the region an 
amazing place to work and 
live.

The REDI region has a pop-
ulation of more than 20,000 
residents. The main source 
of revenue for REDI is from 
annual membership fees 
and government partner 
funding. REDI is registered 
as a society under The 
Societies Act of Alberta.

WHAT IS REDI?

EMPOWERING ENTREPRENEURS
in the Mackenzie Region with REDI Business Bootcamp


