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April ‘1st ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Ban on 
liquor sale 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 SC: Ban on liquor sale covers hotels, bars too) 
1. Background: The December verdict had directed States and Union 

Territories to stop the grant of licences to establishments located within 500 
metres of national and State highways. April 1, 2017 was fixed as the date 
for phasing out existing liquor licences. 

2. New judgement: 

• Confirming its verdict on making National and State highways liquor-free 
zones, the Supreme Court clarified  that its prohibition on the sale of liquor 
within a distance of 500 metres from the outer edge of these main 
thoroughfares is not restricted to liquor shops alone but also includes other 
larger establishments. 

• The court however, reduced the liquor-free zone along highways from 500m 
to 220m in areas with a population of 20,000 or less.  

Reason: The court reiterated that liquor vends should neither be accessible nor 
visible from the highways 

• Yet north-eastern States of Sikkim and Meghalaya got a full exemption from 
the 500-m no-liquor zone ban 

Reason: the court took into consideration their hilly terrain and also the fact that 
82 percent of its area was forest land and over 90 percent of its liquor shops 
would be closed if the ban was imposed strictly in its original form. 

3. SC argument: Drunken driving is a potent source of fatalities and injuries in 
road accidents. The Constitution preserves and protects the right to life as 
an over-arching constitutional value. 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 
 

Money 
laundering 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 1,900 Indians under probe for links to Panama firms) 
1. As per the law wrt undisclosed offshore assets:  
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GS:2—POLITY 
 

Conflict of 
interest 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Can’t ban MPs from other professions: SC) 
1. Issue: A Bench, led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar, dismissed a petition 

filed by advocate Ashwini Upadhyay despite strong arguments raised by the 
latter that beedi or liquor barons eventually become MPs and sit on 
committees to influence the destiny of their businesses. 

2. Concern: This is a serious conflict of interest... There are politicians who sign 
at Parliament and come here to appear for private clients... is that not 
conflict of interest? They get salaries as parliamentarians, why should they 
come as lawyers 

3. Primary role of a legislator: With 543 Lok Sabha MPs representing more 
than 1.3 billion people, a Member of Parliament on an average represents 
more than 2.25 million people. Similarly, a Rajya Sabha MP is the voice of his 
State in Parliament and, as such, has a very important role in our federal 
political system. The primary role of an MP is as a legislator. Thus, MPs must 
attend Parliament every day and dedicate themselves full-time for the 
welfare of people 

4. Way ahead: We can curb corruption with having a uniform policy relating to 
conflict of interest and restricting our legislators from practising other 
professions as similar to the restriction imposed on public servants and 
members of the judiciary. 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

HIV 
affected 
children 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Notify HIV-hit children as disadvantaged group: SC) 
1. News: the Supreme Court ordered State governments to consider issuing a 

notification under the Right to Education law, declaring children living 
with/affected by HIV as a ‘disadvantaged group’ deserving additional rights 
to help them gain free and compulsory education, a fundamental right 
under the Constitution. 

2. Background: The order was based on a petition filed by NGO Naz 
Foundation (India) Trust 
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3. Reason: HIV-hit children face denial of admission, outright expulsion, 
segregation, breach of confidentiality to being given chores like cleaning 
toilets 

4. Stats: According to NACO estimates in 2012-2013, around 20.9 lakh people 
were living with HIV in 2011. Children less than 15 years of age account for 
seven percent (1.45 lakh) of all infections 

5. About RTE act: 

• The Act makes education compulsory for children between six and 14 years 
of age. 

• According to the Section 2 (d) of The Right of Children to Free and 
Compulsory Education Act of 2009, which mandates the State governments 
concerned to issue a notification that a child belongs to a disadvantaged 
group based on reasons ranging from caste, social, cultural, linguistic, 
geographical, gender, etc. 

 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Regional 
connectivity 

 
 
 
 
 

Source – The Hindu (pg6 Connected by air) 
1. News: Six months from now, 43 cities will be mainstreamed on India’s 

flight connectivity grid, As an outcome of the Udan scheme which is 
launched to spur regional flights covering distances up to 800 km. These 
include a dozen airports where limited but irregular flights operate, and as 
many as 31 destinations that are not connected at all despite the existence 
of airport facilities 

2. Untapped potential: 

• The scale of India’s untapped civil aviation opportunities can be gauged by 
the fact that these constitute less than 10% of India’s inactive 
airports/airstrips — 394 out of 450 are dormant currently 

• The most heartening aspect is that these include six proposals for 11 
routes that don’t seek any subsidy under the scheme, proving there is an 
untapped economic potential 

3. About The Udan Scheme: 

• The Udan scheme is a critical component of the national civil aviation 
policy 

• It offers viability gap funding to operators to fly smaller aircraft to such 
airports with a commitment to price tickets for at least half of the seats at 
₹2,500 for an hour-long flight 

• In the first round of bids, 11 new or existing airline operators pitched for 
more than 200 routes. The Centre has approved 27 proposals from five 
players, adding 128 routes to India’s aviation map. The estimate is that this 
will add 6.5 lakh new seats with a subsidy of ₹200 crore 

4. Benefits of the scheme: 

• There will be benefits for tourist hotspots such as Agra, Shimla, Diu, 
Pathankot, Mysuru and Jaisalmer that would now be just a short flight 
away, replacing cumbersome road or rail journeys 
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• The significant multiplier effects of aviation activity, including new 
investments and employment creation for the local economies of other 
destinations could be equally profound 

• This model is sustainable and more regional flights come up under the 
scheme 

5. Some issues and their solutions:  

• The availability of slots at larger airports would emerge as hubs could 
become an issue — particularly at capacity-constrained airports such as 
Mumbai 

• The second airport at Navi Mumbai may help ease congestion, but that is 
still years away 

• In cities where new airports have been developed, such as Bengaluru, 
abandoned old facilities could be revived as dedicated terminals for low-
cost and regional flights 

• Separately, new no-frills airports must be encouraged where traffic is 
expected to hit saturation point in coming years 

6. Investment opportunity: 

• Recently, four new foreign investors and a few domestic players have 
expressed interest in managing operations at state-run airports such as 
Jaipur and Ahmedabad 

• This marks a revival in investor interest after a long lull 

• It is time to revisit provisions that offer existing private operators of large 
airports (burdened by debt) the right of first refusal on any new airport 
proposed within 150 km 

7. Concern: Last but not the least, this development must start a rethink 
within the Indian Railways, as it could now lose traffic on some routes 

 

 

GS:--IR 
 

Racism 
issue 

 

 

 

 

 

Source—The Hindu (pg6 The mob’s bias) 
1. issue:  

• Attack on a small group of Africans in Greater Noida, a suburb of the national 
capital located in Uttar Pradesh 

• It has once again thrown a spotlight on a disturbing trend in the country: mob 
violence, and specifically the targeting of persons of African origin in many of 
these instances 

• What is particularly disturbing and shameful is that the attack took place in a 
busy shopping mall without a single bystander, shopkeeper or security guard 
intervening 

• This has touched an anxious chord about their personal safety among the 
thousands of African nationals who live, work and study in and around Delhi 

2. Role of authority: 

• The police have made some initial arrests and opened cases against several 
hundred unnamed persons on charges of rioting in the wake of video footage 
of the attack going viral 

• However, such incidents of racial violence need a stronger response from the 
administration and civil society 

3. Reason for the  attack? 
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• The attack was ostensibly triggered by accusations that some African students 
were linked to drug-dealing 

• And they were somehow responsible for the death of a local student 

• But this is no justification for taking the law into one’s hands. That the law 
enforcement machinery and the courts are the only places for seeking redress 
for any breaches of law cannot be overemphasized. That a mere rumour can 
trigger such violence is truly alarming 

4. Understanding  the issue: 

• It is difficult to see this incident in isolation from other instances of 
discrimination against African nationals who have taken up residence in cities 
around the country 

• Last year, the murder of a Congolese student in Delhi compelled African Heads 
of Mission to threaten a boycott of Africa Day 

5. Impact/ dent on india – Africa relation: 

• Even as India makes abundant effort to deepen ties with the 54 countries of 
the African Union, this cannot be achieved without understanding and acting 
upon the aspirations of nationals of these countries 

• In modern diplomacy, the quality of people-to-people contact is a factor in 
determining the overall strength of a bilateral relationship 

• But even as Indian diplomats move to assure African students in Greater Noida 
about their safety, this issue is not about foreign affairs 

• It is a reminder of the latent racism in India, of the terrible prejudices too many 
of us harbour, and of the need for a political and social effort to overcome it 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg6 Sharpening a pro-choice debate) 
1. News: A Bill introduced in Parliament to govern end-of-life medical care 
2. Features of the Bill: The Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients Bill, 2016 contains 

several prominent features: 

• It recognises the validity of advance medical directives by terminally-ill 
patients, which physicians will be bound to respect while treating them 

• It also emphasises the need to account for palliative care when making end-of-
life-care decisions 

• However, the provisions most likely to attract popular attention are those 
permitting physician-assisted suicide for terminally-ill patients 

3. Current status: 

• The law currently only permits passive euthanasia, i.e. withdrawal of life-saving 
treatment 

• The administration of a lethal drug dose by a physician (active euthanasia) or 
by the patient herself (assisted suicide) would constitute attempts to commit 
or abet suicide under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

• The court stated explicitly that assisted suicide was only illegal in the absence 
of a law permitting it 

• Therefore, assisted suicide could be legalised if legislation was passed by 
Parliament to that effect 

4. Right to assisted suicide: 

• The first efforts have been made in this direction through this Bill, which 
recognises the right of terminally-ill patients to withhold and refuse medical 
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treatment, and to express their desire to a medical practitioner to assist them 
in committing suicide 

• It does not permit active euthanasia 

• Once the practitioner is satisfied that the patient is competent and has taken 
an informed decision, the decision will be confirmed by a panel of three 
independent medical practitioners 

• This Bill is a bold and welcome step in many respects, and is a significant 
improvement over the draft Ministry Bill that it is based on 

• It moves away from decision-making based on the ‘best interests’ of the 
patient and recognises the right to die with dignity 

5. concern: 

• There is need to clearly think through some of the provisions in this Bill and the 
procedures it sets out 

• This Bill adopts a modified definition of “terminal illness” from a draft Medical 
Treatment of Terminally Ill Patients Bill, which was released by the Ministry of 
Health in May last year 

• However, like the draft Bill it is based on, it defines the term as a persistent and 
irreversible vegetative condition under which it is not possible for the patient 
to lead a “meaningful life” 

• The use of this subjective phrase would require second parties to decide 
whether a person in a permanent vegetative state is living a life that is 
meaningful 

• Persons with disabilities, in particular, are likely to be disadvantaged by such an 
understanding of “terminal illness” 

• It also gives rise to the practical question of how a person in a permanent 
vegetative state will be able to self-administer the lethal dosage of drugs to 
commit suicide 

• In the case of incompetent patients, or competent patients who have not taken 
an informed decision about their medical treatment, the Bill lays down a 
lengthy and cumbersome process before any action can be taken for the 
cessation of life 

• Once the medical practitioner and independent panel are satisfied that 
euthanasia is medically advisable, permission would have to be sought from 
the High Court 

• The practitioner would then have to receive clearance from the Medical 
Council of India (MCI) 

• Such a procedure is advisable for an act like assisted suicide which might be 
prone to abuse 

• However, it would be a violation of patient autonomy if it were applied to 
instances of merely withholding or withdrawing medical treatment 

• Decisions on such withdrawal are made often and on a regular basis, and the 
procedure prescribed must not tie up the medical practitioner and family of the 
patient in litigation 

6. MCI’s role: 

• Given that the MCI has been affected by corruption and institutional 
incompetence, and likely to be overhauled completely, it is not advisable to 
place complete reliance on it 

• Its role should ideally be limited to framing guidelines and providing guidance 
when requested 

7. The way ahead: 
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• Efforts to allow assisted suicide have gained traction around the world in the 
recent past, with Albania, Colombia and Germany and Switzerland having 
legalised it in various forms 

• Even in India, the debate over euthanasia, patient autonomy and the interests 
of the state in preserving the life of persons is currently playing out in various 
fora, including the courts and the executive 

• While the ethical implications of these acts have been debated endlessly, there 
is a need to debate how such a law would be operationalized 

• This will help to ensure the constitutionally guaranteed right to bodily integrity 
and autonomy, and to minimise misuse of the law 

• This Bill acts as a great starting point, and must take these debates into account 
to be implemented effectively 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

G20 
meet 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg India to support resistance to protectionism at G20 meet) 
1. News: The G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting on 

March 17-18. India Strongly supports resistance to all forms of protectionism, 
and is fully with Germany on measures to open up trade in goods and services 

2. Germany is currently holding the G20 Presidency 
3. Interest of India: Ensuring ease of mobility of skilled professionals across the 

world and ensuring energy access. However, we cannot agree to any timeline 
to eliminate fossil fuel subsidies 
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River 
ganga 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Industries grossly pollute Ganga) 
1. News: according to a survey by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), 

Nearly 30% of the so-called Grossly Polluting Industries (GPI), along the Ganga, 
were not complying with norms 

2. Who are GPIs: Industries that discharge more than 1,00,000 litres of waste 
water and/or hazardous chemicals 

3. Fact check: Tanneries comprise the bulk of polluting industries and 80% of the 
polluting industries are located in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand 
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GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg10 Civil-military parity row to end) 
1. Issue: Parity between military officers and their civilian counterparts in the 

services. 
2. Background: An order was issued by the Defence Ministry “reiterating” the 

rank equation between civilian officers and serving military officers based on 
duties and functional responsibilities 

3. As per the order: By the order, a Principal Director is equivalent to a Major-
General, a Director is equivalent to a Brigadier and a Joint Director to a colonel 

4. This led to severe displeasure in the services, which see the order as 
effectively lowering the status of their officers 

5. A committee was appointed to look into the issue and examine the order of 
defence ministry which is soon expected to submit its report 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

e-waste 
Source—The Hindu (pg14 IISc researchers’ ecofriendly way of recycling e-waste) 
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1. News: Indian Institute of Science (IISc) researchers have found a novel way to 
recycle the mounting pile of electronic waste more efficiently and in an 
environmentally friendly manner 

2. Mechanism: 

• The new approach is based on the idea of crushing e-waste into nanosize 
particles using a ball mill at very low temperature ranging from -50 to -150 
degree C 

• Reduction into constituents: When crushed to nanosize particles for about 30 
minutes, different classes of materials — metals, oxides and polymer — that 
go into the making of electronic items get physically reduced into their 
constituent phases 

• This can then be separated without using any chemicals 
3. Benefit: The use of low-temperature grinding eliminates noxious emission 
4. stats: According to the United National Environmental Programme, about 50 

million tonnes of e-waste is generated annually across the world 
 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg14 Eclipses of binary star shed light on orbiting exoplanet) 
1. News: A team of scientists from Raman Research Institute, Bengaluru, and 

University of Delhi have seen for the first time indications of a massive planet 
orbiting a low mass X-ray binary star system 

2. About star: 

• MXB 1658-298: It is the star system in question 

• The system is nearly 30,000 light years away and the planet is expected to be 
nearly 8,000 times as massive as the earth 

• It is an X-ray binary and a part of the constellation Ophiuchus (serpent bearer) 
3. X-ray binaries:  

• Consist of a pair of stars orbiting each other of which one is compact one such 
as a black hole or a neutron star (in this case, a neutron star) 

• The neutron star draws matter from its less-massive companion 

• The mass when drawn generates X-rays which are detected by detectors 
placed in satellites in space 

4. Background: Discovered in 1976, this binary star system is so far and so faint 
that it may be observed only when it shows “outbursts” of X-rays 

5. X-ray observations technique: 

• This technique has been used in the observation of the system 

• It is a new way of detecting exoplanets 

• X-ray observations are done from space observatories such as NASA’s 
Chandra X-ray Observatory 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Mother-child 
health care 

 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg1 Maternal mortality rising in Gujarat, says CAG report) 
1. Issue: revealed that maternal mortality rate (MMR) has been rising in the 

State since 2014, up from 72 in 2013-14 to 85 in 2015-16 per lakh. 
2. Concern: 

• it would be difficult for the State to achieve the target of 67 by March 
2017 
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 • According to the auditor, implementation of the Janani Shishu Suraksha 
Karyakram (JSSK), a Central government scheme, did not help in 
achieving the MMR goals in the State 

3. Reason: 

• The audit further revealed that the State was required to operationalise 
50% Primary Health Centres (PHCs) as 24/7 PHCs by 2010 but as of 
August 2016, only 24% PHCs were operationalised as 24/7 PHCs. 

• During 2013-16, 56% home deliveries were performed in the absence of 
skilled birth attendants, while a minimum stay of 48 hours after normal 
delivery for the better care and treatment of mother and child was not 
ensured as, after delivery, 53% to 60% women had been discharged with 
less than 48 hours of hospitalisation. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg15 How Ahmedabad beat the heat) 
1. STEPS TAKEN: 
A. The civic body tied up with the Georgia Institute of Technology, Rollins 

School of Public Health of Emory University, Indian Institute of Public 
Health, U.S.-based non-profit advocacy group Natural Resources Defense 
Council, and the U.K.-based Climate & Development Knowledge Network 
(CDKN) for the innovative project. 

B. The plan involves community outreach initiatives, putting an early 
warning system in place that provides a seven-day advance forecast 
about high temperatures and impending heatwaves 

C. capacity-building of health-care professionals to treat people with heat-
related complications. 

D. A nodal officer coordinates with other agencies and groups to implement 
the plan in summer when temperatures go up to 48°C. 

E.  Once the HAP is activated, the AMC issues colour-coded alerts or heat 
warnings based on weather forecasts. For example, a yellow alert is 
issued when the temperature is expected to range from 41.1°C to 43°C 
while an orange alert indicates a range of 43.1°C-44.9°C. The red alert 
signifies extreme heat upwards of 45°C. 

F. Other actions envisaged in the plan include stocking hospitals and health 
centres with ice packs, extra water supplies in the slums and vulnerable 
areas, opening drinking water centres in the city, running fountains and 
water sprinklers at crossroads and in gardens, and altering school and 
college timings to ensure that children don’t venture out during peak 
heat. 

2. Benefit of the above initiative: 

• mortality has come down 20-25% with the implementation of the HAP 

• the most positive impact has been on street vendors, casual labourers, 
construction workers, traffic police and AMC staff and schoolchildren. 
the most positive impact has been on street vendors, casual labourers, 
construction workers, traffic police and AMC staff and schoolchildren. 
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GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Coping with summer) 
1. issue:Torrid summers, when the mercury soars 4°C to 6°C above the average 

and produces heatwaves in several States between April and June, may 
become more frequent in coming years 

2. concern: Not only will there be more hot days, the spells of heat stress 
sweeping across much of India are likely to grow longer 

3. scientists opinion: 

• The scientific consensus is that heatwaves will grow stronger and expand their 
geographical spread in the south, influenced by the sea surface temperature 
in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. With rising greenhouse gases, their impact 
can only intensify 

4. Need of the hour: 

• The need to evolve detailed action plans at the level of States, districts and 
cities is now critical 

• It is encouraging that the National Disaster Management Authority is guiding 
States, in partnership with the India Meteorological Department, to evolve 
heat action plan protocols 
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• The response to distress caused by excessive heat has to be both speedy and 
professional 

5. impact of heatwave:  

• Europe upgraded its preparedness to handle a crisis after a crippling heatwave 
in 2003 killed thousands of people, over 14,800 of them in France alone 

• In the Indian context, crop failures and disruption of electricity supply due to 
sudden peak demand are common 

• People experience dehydration, heat cramps and deadly heatstroke 

• The elderly are particularly at risk, since higher temperatures affect blood 
viscosity and raise the risk of thrombosis 

6. Future Steps to be taken: 

• Better meteorological forecasting can provide an early warning about a 
coming hot spell during the summer window 

• This gives the NDMA and the States sufficient opportunity to launch an action 
protocol 

• Action protocol: 
a. To inform the public as soon as the temperature crosses the threshold 

fixed by the IMD 
b. Advise on precautionary measures 
c. Aid those who are most vulnerable, such as older adults, farm 

workers and those pursuing outdoor vocations 
7. An action plan taken in Ahmedabad: 

• Ahmedabad, for instance, drew up a city-level action plan in the wake of its 
46.8°C heatwave of 2010 with support from public health institutions 

• Preparing the health system to identify symptoms of heat stress and providing 
treatment through urban health centres is one intervention it decided upon 

• Reviewing school timetables, rescheduling work timings to cooler hours, 
making water widely available and reserving religious sites and libraries as 
cooling centres were others 

8. Response to heat in the West: 

• European and American policy responses, such as creating green and blue 
urban spaces to provide tree shade and higher moisture, as well as housing 
design that cuts heat through the albedo effect of reflected solar energy, hold 
universal appeal 

• Some of these passive defences are actually integral to vernacular practices 
and will serve everyone well 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Sharpen the focus on growth) 
1. Context: It is time for policymakers to turn their attention to the major task of 

accelerating economic growth. As of now the prospects are not encouraging 
2. Concern: The Central Statistics Office’s second advanced estimates indicate 

that the growth rate of GDP for 2016-17 will be 7.1% as against 7.9% in 2015-
16. The growth rate of gross value added at basic prices in 2016-17 will be 
6.7% as against 7.8% in 2015-16. The growth rates projected for 2016-17 do 
not capture the impact of demonetisation, which when taken into account 
may bring down the projected growth rate by around 0.5% 

• The decline in the growth rate is not a recent phenomenon. It started in 
2011-12 
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• The persistence of relatively low growth over a five-year period calls for a 
critical examination 

• Even though the new numbers on national income give us some comfort, they 
do not tell the whole story 

3. Factor affecting growth: 

• The growth rate is determined by two factors — the investment rate and the 
efficiency in the use of capital 

• As the Harrod-Domar equation puts it, the growth rate is equal to the 
investment rate divided by the incremental capital-output ratio 

• The incremental capital-output ratio (ICOR) is the amount of capital required 
to produce one unit of output 

• The higher the ICOR, the less efficient we are in the use of capital 
4. An analysis of past five years: 

• As we look at the Indian performance in the last five years, two facts stand 
out 

• One is a decline in the investment rate and the second is a rise in ICOR; both 
of which can only lead to a lower growth rate 

• As growth was coming down sharply initially, the investment rate was falling 
only slowly, implying a rising ICOR 

5. What factors effect ICOR? 

• ICOR is a catch-all expression which is determined by a variety of factors 
including technology, skill of manpower, managerial competence and also 
macroeconomic policies 

• Thus delays in the completion of projects, lack of complementary investments 
in related sectors and the non-availability of critical inputs can all lead to a rise 
in ICOR 

• In the short run, the biggest gain in terms of growth will be by getting “stalled 
projects” moving 

• A periodic reporting by the government on the progress of stalled projects will 
be of great help 

6. Declining investment rate: 

• India’s investment rate reached a peak in 2007-08 at 38.0% of GDP 

• With an ICOR of 4, it was not surprising that a high growth rate of close to 
9.4% was achieved 

• One sees a steady decline in the investment rate since then 

• According to the latest estimates, the gross fixed capital formation rate fell to 
as low as 26.9% in 2016-17 

• With this investment rate, it is simply impossible to achieve a growth rate in 
the range of 8 to 9% 

7. Why did the investment fall? 

• In 2011 and 2012, in discussions on the Indian economy, the one phrase that 
used to be bandied about was “policy paralysis”, pointing to the inability of 
the government to take policy decisions because of “coalition compulsions” 

• There was a sense of uncertainty created in the minds of investors 

• The external environment was also not encouraging 

• The growth rate of the advanced economies remained low and the recovery 
from the crisis of 2008 was tepid which had an adverse impact on exports 

• However, India benefited by large capital inflows except in 2013 

• For almost three years beginning 2010, India had to cope with a high level of 
inflation which also had an adverse impact on investment sentiment 
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• Once the growth rate starts to decline, it sets in motion a vicious cycle of 
decline in investment and lower growth 

8. Solutions: 

• The standard prescription, whenever private investment is weak, is to raise 
public investment which can take a longer term view 

• In the best of times, public investment has been 8% of GDP 

• The Central government’s capital expenditures even after some increase in 
the last two years, is only 1.8% of GDP 

• About 3 to 4% of GDP comes from public sector undertakings and the balance 
from State governments 

• What is needed now is for public sector undertakings to come out with an 
explicit statement indicating the extent of investment they intend to make 
during the current fiscal 

• It is also necessary to enhance private investment, and that too private 
corporate investment 

• During the high growth phase, corporate investment reached the level of 14% 
of GDP 

• A recent study shows that the total cost of projects initiated by the corporate 
sector has come down from ₹5,560 billion in 2009-10 to ₹954 billion in 2015-
16 

9. The way forward: Three things need attention 

• First, reforms to simplify procedures, speed up the delivery system and 
enlarge competition must be pursued vigorously. Some significant steps have 
been taken in this regard in recent years such as moving forward on the GST 
Bill, passing of the Bankruptcy Act, and enlarging the scope of foreign direct 
investment 

• Second, all viable “stalled” projects must be brought to completion 

• Third, financial bottlenecks need to be cleared 

• The banking system is under stress. The non-performing loans of the system 
have risen and are rising. This has squeezed the profitability of banks with 
some showing loss 

• More distressing is the minimal flow of new credit 

• The problem is often referred to as the twin balance sheet problem 

• If corporate balance sheets are weak, automatically the banks’ balance sheets 
also become weak 

• At least some part of the accumulation of bad debts has been due to the 
slowdown of the economy. The old saying is “bad loans are sown in good 
times” 

• Asset restructuring companies are part of the solution and we have some 
experience of them 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE 
 

Disability 

 
 
 
 

Source – The Hindu (pg Digital push must be disability-inclusive) 
1. stats: Around 8-10% of India’s population lives with disabilities, with an equal 

number constituting the aged 
2. Benefit: Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) have the 

potential to significantly impact the lives of these groups, facilitating access of 
services available to them and allowing them to handle a wide range of 
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activities independently, enhancing their social, cultural, political and 
economic participation 

3. issue: Making ICT accessible no longer remains an option but has become a 
necessity 

4. reason for Social exclusion: 

• Poor accessibility due to lack of focussed information and political will has led 
to social exclusion of people with disabilities, exacerbating the negative 
impact of the existing digital divide 

• The new call for action of disability rights activists now is “Cause No Harm”, 
thus ensuring future generations are not excluded from mainstream activities 
due to a hostile infrastructure 

• This assumes a greater thrust given the unprecedented developmental 
activity in the country under the various missions launched by the present 
government, such as the Smart Cities Mission and Digital India 

• Accessibility for disabled people is a cross-cutting theme across all of these 
and care must be taken to ensure disability-inclusive development 

5. accessibility as a link: 

• Incorporation of accessibility principles across all new developments will also 
complement the Accessible India Campaign, the flagship campaign launched 
by the Prime Minister on World Disability Day 

• The campaign aims at achieving universal accessibility for all citizens and 
creating an enabling and barrier-free environment 

• India was one of the first countries to ratify the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

• The recently passed Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 mandates 
adherence to standards of accessibility for physical environment, 
transportation, information and communications, including appropriate 
technologies and systems, and other facilities and services provided to the 
public in urban and rural areas 

• These include government and private developments 

• The Act also mandates incorporation of Universal Design principles while 
designing new infrastructure, electronic and digital media, consumer goods 
and services 

• Most importantly, the Act sets timelines to ensure implementation of the 
above and punitive action in the event of non-compliance 

• Accessibility therefore forms the common thread weaving together the 
Accessible India Campaign, the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, the 
Smart Cities Mission and the Digital India campaign to achieve the combined 
goal of creating an inclusive society that will allow for a better quality of life 
for all citizens, including persons with disabilities 

6. Economic implications: 

• Beyond the social implications, accessibility makes for business and economic 
sense too 

• If principles of Universal Design are incorporated at the design stage, cost 
implications are negligible 

• Retrofitting, on the other hand, has huge cost implications 

• Exclusion of persons with disabilities from education, employment and 
participation on account of a hostile infrastructure and inaccessible 
technology has huge economic implications 

• UN agencies put this cost at around 7% of national GDP 
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• On the other hand, accessible services and business premises can broaden the 
customer base, increasing turnover and positively impacting the financial 
health and social brand of the company 

• Recent research pegged the market size of different product categories 
needed by persons with disabilities in India at a whopping ₹4,500 crore 

7. Inclusive development: 

• Thus ensuring a disability-sensitive development agenda across all ministries, 
sectors and causes becomes critical if growth has to be truly inclusive 

• ‘Nothing about us without us’ assumes even greater significance in the 
current context 

• As India catapults towards a cashless and digital economy and as human 
interface between service providers and end users gives way to digital, it 
becomes imperative to ensure accessibility for inclusion 

• The government’s procurement policy too must mandate accessibility as a key 
criterion 

• Adherence to the latest Web Content Accessibility Guidelines should be made 
mandatory while developing websites and mobile applications 

8. Need of the hour: 

• Also important is the synergy between various arms of the government 

• Concern: The Smart Cities Mission focusses on comprehensive development 
leading to the convergence of other ongoing government programmes such as 
Make In India, Digital India, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation (AMRUT), Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, National Heritage City 
Development and Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY), etc. but the Accessible 
India Campaign does not even find a mention 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Centre may remove cap on parent maintenance ) 
1. At present, kids require not pay more than Rs.10,000. 
2. The administration is reflecting on conveying authoritative changes to evacuate 

the month to month roof of Rs.10,000 on the support paid by kids to guardians 
and present a rating instrument for associations giving home care 
administrations to the elderly. 

3. On the off chance that the proposed alterations to the Maintenance and Welfare 
of Parents and Senior Citizens (MWPSC) Act get through, the support add up to 
be chosen by senior resident tribunals for the dismissed guardians will rely on 
upon their need and the financial state of their kids. 
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 Source—The Hindu (pg11 ‘Foreign investor norms a barrier’ The annual USTR report 

lists irritants for investors in e-commerce in India) 

 1. Accordind to the US, Concern with respect to e-coomerce 

 A. Indian directions on remote possession in web based business and other online-

related administrations were significant hindrances for abroad speculators, as indicated 

by a report by the U.S. President Donald Trump’s organization. 
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 B. India takes into consideration 100% remote direct interest in business-to-business 

(B2B) electronic trade, however to a great extent denies outside interest in business-to-

buyer (B2C) electronic business exchanges. 

 C. Outside direct venture is permitted in a market-based electronic retailing model, yet 

not in the stock based model. 

 D. This tight special case confines the capacity of the larger part of potential B2C 

electronic business outside financial specialists to get to the Indian market. 

 E. The exchange boundaries report likewise called attention to India’s duty (6% leveling 

demand) on outside internet promoting stages was not standard with the global 

standards and cautioned the require in its present shape may hinder remote exchange 

and increment the danger of striking back from different nations where Indian 

organizations are working together. 

 F. India as of late started evaluating a ‘balance impose’, which is an extra 6% 

withholding charge on outside internet promoting stages, with the apparent objective 

of “evening out the playing field” between inhabitant specialist co-ops and non-

occupant specialist co-ops/ 
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 Source—The Hindu (pg 2. GAAR raises issue of taxman’s powers) 

 1. Concern:  

 A. Self-assertive utilization of expert a worry. 

 B. With the legislature executing its hostile to assessment evasion rules from April 1, 

industry is worried about the more noteworthy subjective expert being given to the duty 

office and how this could render exchanges unrewarding. 

 2. About GAAR: The General Anti-Avoidance Rules (GAAR) are intended to keep the 

evasion of expense by exploiting global assessment laws. 

 3. Issue: The standards say that if the real result of an exchange is a tax break and there 

is no stable business reason for the exchange, then the administration can conjure GAAR 

and rename the exchange or the benefits emerging from it. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg6 Finally, action on bad loans?) 
Bad loans issue:Bad loans — or non-performing assets (NPAs) — were 9% of 
total loans of all Indian banks in September 2016 
At public sector banks (PSBs), bad loans were 12% of all advances 
Another 3% of loans in the aggregate (and 4% at PSBs) have been restructured 
The Economic Survey (2016-17) quotes market analysts as saying that 4-5% of 
loans are bad loans that have not been recognised as such 
Thus, total stressed assets — NPAs, restructured loans and unrecognised bad 
loans — would amount to a staggering 16% of all loans and nearly 20% of loans 
at PSBs 
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Main concern-The lending boom: 
Today’s bad loan problem has arisen from the lending boom that India’s banks 
embarked on in the period 2004-08, a period that saw economic growth reach 
the 9-10% range 
However, that by itself did not create a problem of the current magnitude 
NPAs, which are 9% of all loans today, were only half that level a year before 
It is the failure to resolve the bad loan problem over the past several years that 
has exacerbated the problem 
Solution to bad loans: 
The best solution to a bad loan problem is to simply grow your way out of it. 
This can happen in two ways 
One, banks keep financing projects that are not making repayments in full and 
would qualify as NPAs. They do so in the hope that, once growth revives, cash 
flows in the projects will improve 
Two, banks grow their loan portfolio at a brisk rate. As the denominator in the 
ratio of bad loans to total loans grows, the bad loan problem automatically 
diminishes in significance. That’s how India’s banking sector came out of the 
bad loan problem in the early 2000s. Rapid growth in the world economy and 
the Indian economy provided a painless solution 
Why isn’t the economy reviving this time? 
The “financing” strategy of continuing to make loans to unviable projects has 
come unstuck 
Serious policy errors have compounded the problem 
The big policy error was the belief among policymakers that bad governance, 
bad management and even corruption at PSBs were primarily responsible for 
the problem 
A committee appointed by the RBI and headed by P.J. Nayak argued as much in 
a report it submitted in late 2014 
Nayak Committee: 
The committee seemed to think that majority government ownership of PSBs 
was the root cause of the bad loan problem as it meant political and 
bureaucratic interference with commercial decisions 
Such an inference, which has been duly echoed by the media, is patently 
incorrect 
As the Economic Survey of 2016-17 point outs, the bad loan problem is “an 
economic problem, not a morality play… the vast bulk of the problem has been 
caused by unexpected changes in the economic environment: timetables, 
exchange rates, and growth rate assumptions going wrong” 
In other words, factors extraneous to bank management and governance are 
primarily responsible for the problem 
 solution: 
Majority ownership by the government is the primary cause you would focus on 
reducing government ownership in banks to below 50% 
The government appointed a Bank Board Bureau (BBB) as suggested by the 
Nayak committee and tasked it with appointing Chairmen and Managing 
Directors of PSBs 
The BBB was also assigned the role of advising banks on restructuring and 
raising capital 
Very few top appointments have happened. The bad loan problem and 
recapitalisation of PSBs remain unaddressed 
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The government cannot distance itself from key decisions on PSBs while being 
accountable for their performance 
Creating the BBB has only added another layer to decision-making and slowed it 
down 
Empowerment and oversight: 
There is clarity now that banks must be empowered to resolve the relatively 
small number of bad loans that account for a big chunk of the total in terms of 
value 
In many cases, this would mean that banks write off a portion of the loans owed 
to them 
Managements at PSBs have been reluctant to do so for fear of inviting action 
from the Chief Vigilance Commissioner, the Comptroller and Auditor General, 
the Central Bureau of Investigation and other bodies 
The BBB has constituted a two-person oversight committee but reports suggest 
that the committee will not take a view on write-offs 
We need a larger oversight committee or, as the Finance Ministry has proposed, 
multiple oversight committees to speedily vet loan write-offs 
It makes sense to constitute a Loan Resolution Authority by an Act of Parliament 
Banks must develop the discipline of keeping thorough minutes of the 
proceedings related to resolution of bad loans 
The rationale for particular decisions along with the pros and cons must be 
properly articulated. This will serve to give bank management a measure of 
protection 
Role of the government: 
The government must provide adequate capital to the banks to cover write-offs 
and also facilitate fresh loan growth 
It must end the delays in appointing Chairmen and Managing Directors of 
various PSB 
It must also revamp the boards of PSBs by bringing in independent directors of 
high quality. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Defence Ministry nod to buy Barak missiles) 
1. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) of the Defence Ministry 

approved the purchase of Barak surface-to-air missiles (SAM) for the 
Navy among other proposals estimated at ₹860 crore 

2. Israeli-built Barak short-range SAMs are installed on most of the front-
line warships, including the aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya 
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Source—The Hindu (pg11 Sasec members chart strategic sub-regional 
development road map) 

1. Context: Launch of the strategic vision document titled “SASEC: 
Powering Asia in the 21st Century” 

2. SASEC: South Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation 
3. The step comes in the backdrop of the absence of any substantive deal-

making in the SAARC grouping due to the rivalry between India and 
Pakistan 
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4. SASEC Vision: Charts a new strategic road map to guide sub-regional 
development through 2025 by enhancing market connectivity beyond 
physical connectivity 

5. It will supplement the SASEC Operational Plan 2016-2025 released in 
May 2016 

6. It would rely on regional cooperation that focuses on generating 
synergies between three levers—natural resources, industrial potential, 
and connectivity 
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Source—The Hindu (pg16 Indonesia’s ‘selfie monkey’ threatened) 
1. Selfie monkey: Called the crested black macaque. Scientific name is 

Macaca nigra. Also known as Sulawesi crested macaque or the black ape 
2. Habitat: It is part of a kaleidoscope of exotic wildlife found across 

Indonesia, including tigers and orangutans 
3. It is an Old World monkey that lives in the Tangkoko reserve, northeast of 

the Indonesian island of Sulawesi (Celebes), as well as on smaller 
neighboring islands 

4. Status: Critically Endangered 
5. Threats: Habitat loss, Poaching, Hunting for meat- its meat is prized by 

the indigenous ethnic Minahasan people 
6. Selfie: It was shot to fame when one of the monkeys snapped grinning 

selfies and became embroiled in a U.S. court battle — but the tussle over 
copyright is the least of the rare animal’s worries 
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Source—The Hindu (pg16 Global initiative launched to fight fake news) 
1. A global alliance of tech industry and academic organisations unveiled The 

News Integrity Initiative 
2. Mission: To advance news literacy, to increase trust in journalism around the 

world and to better inform the public conversation 
3. Aim: To work together to combat the spread of fake news and improve public 

understanding of journalism 
4. Helping the public understand the difference between fraudulent news and 

serious journalism will constitute an important element of the effort 
5. Launched with $14 million from Facebook, the Ford Foundation, Mozilla and 

others, based at the City University of New York’s journalism school, which will 
coordinate research, projects and events 

6. The founding funders include Facebook and the Craigslist founder Craig 
Newmark’s philanthropic fund along with the Ford Foundation, the John S. and 
James L. Knight Foundation, the Tow Foundation, AppNexus, Mozilla and 
Betaworks 

7. Issue of fake news: It became a serious issue in the U.S. election campaign, 
when clearly fraudulent stories circulated on social media, potentially swaying 
some voters 

8. Concerns have been raised since then about hoaxes and misinformation 
affecting elections in Europe 
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9. Investigations have shown how “click farms” generate revenue from online 
advertising using made-up news stories 
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Ban on 
liquor sale 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 My way on the highway) 
1. issue:  

• The Supreme Court’s order on December 15, 2016 prohibiting the sale of 
alcohol within 500 metres of National and State highways highlights the 
perils of polycentric adjudication 

• The court’s clarification — that its initial order applied not merely to “liquor 
vends”, but also to bars, hotels, and restaurants — has led to the 
paradoxical consequence of even members-only clubs being forced to go 
dry because of their proximity to a highway 

2. rationale:  

• The stated reason for this order is the overriding imperative of preventing 
road accidents due to drunken driving 
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• In its December 15 order the court referred to a number of government 
policy documents that drew a correlation between alcohol consumption 
and road accidents 

• The Central government had issued circulars “advising” State governments 
not to grant any new licences to liquor shops along the highways 

• On this basis, the court observed: “The issue is whether such liquor licences 
should be granted on national and state highways at the cost of 
endangering human lives and safety. In our view, which is based on the 
expert determination of the Union government, we hold that the answer 
should be in the negative” 

• The court observed that it was “not fashion[ing] its own policy but 
enforc[ing] the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution based on 
the considered view of expert bodies” 

3. impact: There are reports about the collateral consequences: lost 
livelihoods and a substantial hit in tourism for States such as Goa 

4. judicial over reach: It has been argued that banning alcohol — and 
micromanaging the distance from the highways where alcohol cannot be 
sold — is a classic example of policymaking, and that the Supreme Court 
has indulged in “judicial overreach 

5. question raised: 

• what should be done about a problem, and who should do it 

• In this case, the question of whether the government should grant liquor 
licences in the proximity of highways — should not be answered by a court, 
whatever the answer may be 

• The question is not whether the government’s determination is correct or 
incorrect, but which body is authorised to act upon that determination 

6. Argument with respect to Article 21: 

• It may be argued that Article 21 is not merely a right against state action 
that deprives an individual of her life, but also against state inaction that 
results in loss of life 

• In other words, the argument might be that road deaths could be 
prevented if the state was to refuse to grant liquor licences in the proximity 
of highways 

• The state’s failure to do so is a breach of its obligations under Article 21, 
and the court’s order merely enforced a fundamental right by requiring the 
state to act 

• If this is the legal foundation of the judgment, however, then it misses two 
crucial building blocks 

• First, the court ought to have provided a test for the degree of proximity 
between state (in)action and loss of life, for a finding that Article 21 had 
been breached 

• There are a lot of things that the state does, or does not do, which 
ultimately affect peoples’ lives 

• For instance, people would probably live longer, and there would be fewer 
deaths by heart attacks, if the state was to ban all junk food 

• That, however, would not justify the court invoking Article 21 and directing 
the state to ban all junk food, on the ground that it was failing in its 
obligations under Article 21 through its inaction 

• And second, the court’s conclusion ought to have rested on firmer 
evidentiary foundations than it did 
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7. Concept of Complete justice: 

• The court concluded by clarifying that it was passing orders under Article 
142 of the Constitution 

• Article 142 empowers the Supreme Court to do “complete justice” in any 
case before it 

• However, this power is bounded by the further requirement that the court 
act “within its jurisdiction” 

• Article 142, therefore, is not a carte blanche for the Supreme Court to 
implement its vision of justice, without regard to issues of institutional 
competence and legitimacy 
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Source—The Hindu (pg1 Confusion reigns on CAG audit of GST data) 
1. Issue1 :  

• CAG’s audit jurisdiction over  audit of data of GST and GST-Network 

• For full implementation of the GST regime, to decide the compensation for 
States and to determine their revenue share, auditors of the CAG will 
require access to two different datasets, which are proving difficult to come 
by. One of them is data pertaining to revenue that would accrue to States 
from alcohol and petrochemicals, both of which are outside GST for now 

2. Issue2:  

• The second is issue of where and how CAG auditors will get access to the 
GST data. The GSTN has refused to give the CAG access to its network 

• Reason: GSTN is only holding the data in a fiduciary capacity since the tax 
data originally belongs to the Centre and States 

• Also, the GSTN is owned by a private company (51% stake held by private 
companies such as HDFC and ICICI Bank), and thus cannot be audited by 
CAG 

• CAG stance: Under the new Companies Act, GSTN can be counted as 
government-controlled company since its strategic control will be with the 
government & like any PSU, the CAG could depute chartered accountants 
to audit GSTN 

• However, the real issue is where would auditors get access to the massive 
tax data from all over the country that GSTN’s network will have 

3. Challenges ahead: 

• Accessing the data at various points — point of manufacture, point of sale 
etc. —would make the GST audit a complicated and almost impossible task 

• It will also hamper other functions, which would include CAG certification 
about the share of GST for States 

4. Solution: Getting access to the entire GST data in a centralised location like 
GSTN. Also, it is notable that all that tax data, whether it belongs to States 
or Centre, is already available to CAG under existing constitutional 
provisions 
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Biodiversity  
Source—The Hindu (pg18 New tree-living crab species found in Kerala) 
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Discovery: Scientists have discovered a new species of long legged, tree-dwelling 
crabs in Western Ghats of Kerala. The new species named Kani maranjandu after 
the Kani tribe in Kerala, are substantially different from other congeners 
Traits: The structure of its hard upper shell, its male abdominal structure and 
reproductive parts and diagnostic elongated walking legs, which no other genus 
has. This is the first report of its kind to offer a record of an arboreal crab — a 
species that lives in trees 
Significance: As water holding hollows in large trees are essential for the survival of 
this unique species, the discovery stresses the need for conservation of large trees 
in the degraded forest ecosystems of the Western Ghats 
It also highlights how little we know about the actual biodiversity that resides in 
these forests and the efforts that must still be made to find and study the many 
undoubted new species that still live there 
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SOURCE—THE HINDU (pg13 Brexit’ shadow: India vows to deepen ties)  

1. Highlights of 9th UK-India Economic and Financial Dialogue between Finance 

Minister and U.K. Chancellor 

• Commitment to strengthen economic cooperation and collaborate on cross-

border tax evasion and avoidance. 

• Both the side agreed to collaborate in determining the status of wealth deposited 

in foreign financial accounts by nationals of both countries. 

2. Commendable moves from both the side: 

• National Highways Authority of India’s proposal to issue a masala bond in London  

• IREDA’s plans to issue a green bond in London and list their masala bonds on the 

London Stock Exchange within six months. 

• Recent introduction of a fast-track investment promotion mechanism, which 

provides a single window for U.K. companies that are looking to either establish or 

expand their business in India. 

• Encouraging timely implementation of the G20/OECD Base Erosion and Profit 

Shifting Project outputs and called on other nations to meet their commitments. 

• The exchange of information between the U.K. and India under the Common 

Reporting Standards on Automatic Exchange of Tax Information will begin this 

calendar year. 
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Source—The Indian Express ( Minority Report) 
1. Context: Manmohan Singh, as Prime Minister, had said that minorities have the 

first claim to national resources. Najma Heptullah, former Minority Affairs 
minister, in her very first statement had refused to even accept Muslims as a 
“minority” 
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2. Government’s stand: 

• Last year, the Modi government asserted in the SC that a secular government 
cannot set up minority universities 

3. Issue: The National Minority Commission is now headless and has just one out of 
the eight stipulated members. The National Commission for Minority Educational 
Institutions has been similarly headless for the last three years or so 

4. Change in stand: 

• The Modi government has now asserted in the apex court that Hindus are a 
minority in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. Both the Centre and the state 
government have agreed to resolve this issue together 

5. Accordind to the Indian constitution: 

• The expression “minorities” has been employed at only four places in the Indian 
Constitution 

• The headnote of Article 29 uses “minorities” 

• Then the expression “minorities or minority” has been employed in the headnote 
of Article 30 and in clauses (1) and (2) of Article 30 

• Interestingly, no definition of the term is given in the constitution 
6. Court stand wrt  minority:  

• Some years ago, the Allahabad High Court held that Muslims are not minority in 
Uttar Pradesh as there is “no threat to their extinction” 

• It said there is no minority in India 

• The SC has consistently maintained that minorities are to be defined on the basis 
of “numerical inferiority” 

• Since the constitution talks of both religious as well as linguistic minorities, courts 
have held that minorities are to be defined at the level of the state, as states were 
carved out on a linguistic basis 

• Thus, Hindus are certainly minority in J&K and no one should deny them this 
status 

• The current case is unnecessary as the law is well settled 

• The SC, in the D.A.V. College case did hold Hindus as a minority in Punjab 

• Hindus also have minority status in several Northeastern states 
7. As per International law: 

• Under International law, minorities are groups that possess distinct and stable 
ethnic, religious and linguistic characteristics 

• The crucial point is that these characteristics differ from the rest of the population, 
and that these groups wish to preserve their distinctive identity even if this 
identity does not conform to the norms and the values of the majority 

• Thus, a minority is a group that is numerically smaller in relation to the rest of the 
population 

• It is non-dominant to the extent that its values are either inadequately or not 
represented in the public sphere or in the constitution of societal norms 

• It has characteristics which differ from the majority group and more importantly, it 
wishes to preserve these characteristics 

• Thus, numerical inferiority or powerlessness is the test to determine minority 
status 

8. Way forward: 

• Since the linguistic basis of state creation is no longer valid after the creation of 
Telangana, the apex court may re-examine this issue in the context of religious 
minorities 
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• One approach can be to define religious minorities nationally and linguistic 
minorities on the basis of the state 

• But a better approach would be to accept the dissenting opinion of Justice Ruma 
Pal in the TMA Pai case under which minority status should be determined in 
relation to the source and territorial application of the particular legislation 
against which protection is claimed 

• If it is a parliamentary law, minorities must be defined nationally 

• On the other hand, if it is state law, minorities may be defined on the basis of 
numerical inferiority in the state 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Youth modern in look, conservative in outlook: survey) 
1. news: According to study by the Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, 

Indian youth are certainly becoming more modern in their appearance and 
consumption habits, but their thoughts and views reflect a troubling inclination 
towards intolerance and conservatism 

2. findings: 

• Capital punishment: 49% were in favour of death penalty, while only 33% felt that 
it should be abolished 

• Films and religion: An overwhelming 60%, cutting across religions, believed that 
films which hurt religious sentiments should be banned, with only 23% opposed to 
such bans 

• Beef consumption: 46% disagreed with the liberal sentiment that consumption of 
beef is part of personal eating habits and nobody should have an objection 

• Marriage and caste: Over 84% of the married youth had had an arranged 
marriage, compared to the 6% that reported a love marriage 

• Modern values: Such as gender equality did not seem to have much purchase 

• Reservation: Strong support for existing quota for SC-ST and OBCs in government 
jobs, with 48% in favour and 26% against 
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Source—The Hindu (pg7 Signs of trouble) 
1. Context: Reports pointed to locations on milestones being represented in Hindi 

rather than English on NH 75 and NH 77 in Vellore, Tiruvannamalai and Krishnagiri 
district. This happened despite the fact that Tamil signs were more or less intact 
on these highways 

2. anti-Hindi agitations: 

• For these parties, and many others in Tamil Nadu’s civil society, the change from 
the use of English to Hindi signs on milestones is not merely a matter of 
convenience (or inconvenience) for itinerants on the road 

• This was a symbolic overturning of a decades-long policy to use English on a par 
with Hindi as an official language, which was itself a consequence of the anti-Hindi 
agitations of 1965 

• The agitations marked a milestone in Tamil Nadu politics, which paved the way for 
extended Dravidian rule in the State 
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• It is no wonder that the parties reacted with such alacrity to the reports of sign 
changes 

• These protests must also be seen in the continuum of agitations that first began in 
1938 against the imposition of Hindi 

3. Cultural dominance : 

• That “culture” remains the predominant idiom for political expression in Tamil 
Nadu was evident in the protests for the conduct of the bull-taming sport, 
Jallikattu 

• Linguistic assertion is also a common ploy in these cultural protests and has been 
used lately by parties that have not managed to taste power at the State 
government level 

• For example, parties such as the PMK in the last decade sought to even raise the 
issue of hoardings being primarily in English and organised protests 

4. Rationale behind the move: 

• Including Hindi road signs on national highways is an understandable idea 

• Tamil Nadu, as the Economic Survey for 2016-17 records, is the State that has 
shown the fastest rise in in-migration, largely due to its significantly urbanised 
economy, job prospects, and presence of numerous educational institutions 

• Far more people from north India travel to the south, and Tamil Nadu in particular, 
than before 

• Concern: But replacing English — which connects the north and the south and 
helps travellers within the south — seems illogical and a way of stoking pent-up 
passions 

• There is a perception that linguistic assertion, specifically against Hindi being 
“imposed” as the national language, is fissiparous in nature 
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Source—The Hindu (pg6 The right to recall legislators) 
1. Right to recall meaning: 
2. A recall election is typically a process by which voters seek to remove elected 

officials through a direct vote before their term is completed. Voters can petition 
to have their parliamentary representatives removed from office, even if the MLA 
is the premier, with a by-election ensuing soon after. International experience: 

• It has been in place in Canada’s Legislative Assembly of British Columbia since 
1995. 

• In the United States, the states of Alaska, Georgia, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, 
Rhode Island and Washington allow for recall on specific grounds such as 
misconduct or malfeasance. 

3. Background: This is not a new concept for India. The concept of “Rajdharma”, 
wherein the lack of effective governance was a cause for removal of a king, has 
been spoken about since the Vedic times. One of India’s leading humanists, M.N. 
Roy, proposed, in 1944, a shift to a decentralised and devolved form of 
governance, allowing for representatives to be elected and recalled. Jayaprakash 
Narayan, in 1974, spoke extensively on the subject. Section 47 of the Chhattisgarh 
Nagar Palika Act, 1961, provides for holding of elections to recall elected officials 
due to non-performance. The Right to Recall also exists at local level bodies in 
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Chhattisgarh. Nearly a decade ago, Lok Sabha Speaker 
Somnath Chatterjee sought the introduction of a system of a “Right to Recall” of a 
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legislator to ensure accountability. According to a media report of 2011, in 
Gujarat, the State Election Commission had advised amendments to introduce a 
right to recall of elected members in municipalities, districts, talukas and village 
panchayats. 

4. Need of recall: 

• In a first-past-the-post system in a democracy, unfortunately, not every elected 
representative truly enjoys the mandate of the people.  

• Logic and justice necessitate that if the people have the power to elect their 
representatives, they should also have the power to remove these representatives 
when they engage in misdeeds or fail to fulfil their duties. 

•  There exists no recourse for the electorate if they are unhappy with their elected 
representative.  

• The Representation of the People Act, 1951, only provides for “vacation of office 
upon the commission of certain offences and does not account for general 
incompetence of the representatives or dissatisfaction of the electorate as a 
ground for vacation”. 

• A free and fair election is a right of the citizens of the country. When their elected 
representatives no longer enjoy the confidence of the people, the people must 
have a right to remove them 

5. Benefit: 

• Having such a right offers a mechanism to ensure vertical accountability.  

• Such a right would be a significant check on corruption along with ongoing 
criminalisation of politics.  

• Numerous studies highlight that “elected representatives who are not up for 
election behave differently to those who are” — economic growth is typically 
higher and taxes, spending and borrowing costs are lower under re-election-
eligible incumbents than those operating under fixed-term limits. 

• This right would help engender direct democracy in our country, broadening 
access and raising inclusiveness. 

6. Way ahead: 

• While it is necessary to ensure that a recall process is not frivolous and does not 
became a source of harassment to elected representatives, the process should 
have several built-in safeguards such as an initial recall petition to kick-start the 
process and electronic-based voting to finally decide its outcome.  

• Furthermore, it should ensure that a representative cannot be recalled by a small 
margin of voters and that the recall procedure truly represents the mandate of the 
people.  

• To ensure transparency and independence, chief petition officers from within the 
Election Commission should be designated to supervise and execute the process. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg6 Sting in the tale) 
1. Issue: The matter is now under a judicial inquiry, but the resignation recently of a 

minister in the Kerala government turns the spotlight once again on the tricky 
journalistic terrain of the sting operation 

2. Concern: the news channel had conducted the sting, suggesting this was in reality 
a kind of honey trap. 

3. Ettical issue (about sting): 
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• The ethics of sting operations is among the most fiercely debated issues in 
journalism.  

• And while different jurisdictions and media groups around the world have varying 
guidelines on the subject, some things are generally agreed upon. 

•  Any such operation that uses false pretences, with its necessary violation of the 
interviewee’s trust and privacy, must serve a larger public interest that far 
outweighs such violation.  

• It also must be used as a last resort, when there is no other means of acquiring the 
information sought, and must be the outcome of considerable editorial 
deliberation.  

• Stings were never intended to entrap or induce people into committing 
wrongdoing or, as seems likely in this case, embarrassing themselves badly. 

•  Stings are an ethical minefield and it is imperative that publications and 
broadcasters explain the vital public interest for conducting them.  

• Journalists count on the readers’ — indeed the public’s — goodwill to evade the 
establishment’s potentially vindictive response to an exposé.  

• A sting cannot be an excuse to grab eyeballs with prurient (and essentially private) 
content, or a shortcut to make a point merely by shocking the reader or viewer.  

• Doing so risks eroding that goodwill and leaving journalists facing harsh charges, 
often deservedly so. 
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India- 
Bangladesh  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 A new Delhi chapter for Sheikh Hasina) 
1. Positive development between both countries: 
a. The degree of cooperation has gone up by a good number of notches, with 

the two countries seeing eye to eye on a number of issues affecting them 
as well as the South Asian region. As an instance, both India and 
Bangladesh have adopted a common stance on tackling terrorism through 
not only cracking down on the purveyors of terror but also keeping at arm’s 
length, and in fact condemning, nations regarded as sponsors of terrorism 
in the region. 

b. Bangladesh’s measures toward setting up a power plant in the Sundarbans. 
c.  Bangladesh has witnessed a rather impressive degree of Indian investment 

in other areas where its economic development is concerned.  
d. In terms of diplomacy in the South Asian region, both countries have had 

identical views on how organisations such as the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) should be going forward in promoting 
cooperation among its member nations. 

2. Concern 1: Sheikh Hasina will need to convince Bangladeshis through this 
visit that her government is on top of things where ties with India are 
concerned, given especially the fact that she and her party faces a general 
election in early 2019. 

Reason: At home, the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) has already 
begun hurling the usual epithets at the Awami League government to highlight 
what it has called genuflection before India where preserving Bangladesh’s 
interests is the issue. 
Way ahead:  

• A fresh injection of energy into relations with India can only benefit 
Bangladesh and of course convince Bangladesh’s people that their future 
is in good hands, those of Sheikh Hasina 

• a slew of agreements are expected to be signed by the two countries 
during the presence of the Bangladesh leader in Delhi certainly be a 
defence deal. (She comprehends the worries associated with the move 
and will need to convince Bangladeshis that the deal will be initialled on 
the basis of sovereign equality and is not a measure that will have India 
roping Bangladesh into its interpretation of geopolitical realities.) 

• Consensus over sharing of Teesta water.  

3. Concern2: the Indian government’s worry about the increasing levels of 
cooperation between Bangladesh and China, particularly in the spheres of 
the economy and defence. Dhaka’s recent procurement of two submarines 
from Beijing, coupled with Sheikh Hasina’s statement that no country 
would now dare to attack Bangladesh, can only have raised eyebrows in the 
corridors of power in Delhi. 

Way ahead: The Bangladesh Prime Minister has therefore a particular need now 
to convince the Indian leadership that Dhaka’s links with Beijing are in no way an 
effort to turn away from its traditional links with Delhi, but are aimed at ensuring 
for itself a basis of balanced, cooperative relations with the major players in the 
region. 
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Farm loan 
wavier 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 In largesse we trust) 
1. Context: Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath approved a write-

off on outstanding farmer loans of up to ₹1 lakh taken before March 31, 
2016. The State cabinet also decided to waive loans worth ₹6,000 crore 
extended to small and marginal farmers that had turned into non-
performing assets. 

2. No need of the above move: The timing of these drastic interventions is 
unusual as India had a good monsoon in the 2016-17 crop season, after two 
years of drought, and a bumper output is expected for all major crops 
barring sugarcane. 

3. Concern:  

• It will cost the exchequer about ₹36,000 crore.  

• There was no mention of a bigger plan to ramp up the farm sector, in which 
U.P. invested just 2.3% of total expenditure in 2016-17 — one of the lowest 
rates across major States.  

• A little earlier, the Madras High Court ordered the Tamil Nadu 
government to extend a similar farm loan waiver scheme for small 
farmers (with land holdings of up to 5 acres) and marginal farmers (who 
own up to 2.5 acres) to all farmers. The Madras High Court has clearly 
reached into the the domain of the executive. 

• This is a worrying trend for a country that wants to double agricultural 
incomes by 2022. 

• Writing off loans as a blanket policy, without scrutiny and restructuring 
attempts creates a moral hazard for borrowers, who will have no incentive 
to stick to credit discipline. 

•  Frequent write-offs will prod banks to invest in alternatives such as the 
Rural Infrastructure Development Fund instead of reaching out to 
individual farmers to meet their agricultural lending targets.  

• usurious local moneylenders could have a field day. 
4. Way ahead:  

• make agriculture a sustainable economic activity with efficient linkages to 
formal markets, be it for credit or for supply chains from farm gate to fork.  

• FDI of up to 100% was allowed in food retail trading but investments are 
stuck over the reluctance to allow a small proportion of non-food sales. 
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Syria issue 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Never-ending tragedy) 
1. Context: The barbarism of Syria’s civil war was on display once again when 

at least 72 people were killed in a chemical attack in Idlib province. 
2. Background: 

• Syrians have suffered a lot over the past six years.  

• There have been multiple chemical attacks for which both the regime of 
Bashar al-Assad and the jihadists were held to blame. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/yogi-waives-farm-loans-up-to-rs-1-lakh/article17818822.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/yogi-waives-farm-loans-up-to-rs-1-lakh/article17818822.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/madras-hc-directs-tn-govt-to-waive-loans-of-drought-affected-farmers/article17815190.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/madras-hc-directs-tn-govt-to-waive-loans-of-drought-affected-farmers/article17815190.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/syria-chemical-attack-death-toll-crosses-70/article17825066.ece
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• After the 2013 sarin attack in Ghouta in a Damascus suburb that killed 
hundreds — which was also blamed on the regime — the U.S. and Russia 
had agreed to remove Syria’s chemical weapons stockpiles. As part of the 
deal, 1,300 tonnes of chemical agents were shipped out of Syria and 
destroyed. The question is, where did the latest chemical weapons come 
from? 

3. Concern:  

• The needle of suspicion for the Idlib attack points towards the regime. If 
they are right, Damascus has not only committed a war crime but also 
violated a major international agreement. 

• The real crisis of Syria is that its regime is acting with a sense of impunity, 
thanks to the blank security cheque the Russians have issued to Mr. Assad 

4. Way ahead: 

• calls for international action. 

• Syria has to be treated as an immediate priority, and in a way that 
transcends the narrow geopolitical interests of regional and global powers.  

• There must be a coordinated effort to bring the war to an end, and to hold 
the perpetrators of war crimes accountable for their barbarism.  

• Only then can Syria be rebuilt. 
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Black 
money 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg8 Painting it all black) 
1. Concern: Mr. Jaitley has presented data on the large sums of money 

deposited into some bank accounts post the demonetisation of November 
8, 2016. The implication is that these may be black funds and they are 
being tracked and the people behind them will be caught. 

2. All is not black (reason):  

• there are “5.6 crore informal sector individual enterprises and firms doing 
small business”. Such small businesses work mostly in cash and, therefore, 
may hold fairly large sums of it. He has also said that there are 13.94 lakh 
registered companies as of March 31, 2014. Of these, 5.97 lakh filed tax 
returns but 2.76 lakh of them showed a loss or zero income. 

• Companies not filing returns or running at a loss or at zero profit also hold 
cash — to hire labour, buy inputs, spend on overheads. The number of 
businesses mentioned by the Finance Minister and the crores of farmers 
together could legitimately hold about ₹9 lakh crore of cash in hand. The 
remaining ₹8.5 lakh crore of currency in circulation in October 2016 would 
have been with households. 

3. Govt. strategy to tackle black money: The government has said it would 
use ‘data mining’ to figure out whether the large deposits in accounts are 
consistent with their declared incomes. 

4. Challenge:  

• This will be a difficult exercise at best. Cash as working capital has to be 
distinguished from cash as saving from income. Every household keeps 
some money for day-to-day requirements and for emergencies. The 26 
crore Indian households could hold about ₹5.5 lakh crore for these 
purposes. The balance of the currency in circulation, another ₹3 lakh crore, 
could be held as black savings. Since about four crore people generate 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jaitley-defends-pan-aadhaar-linkage-allays-concerns-on-it-raids/article17583415.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/jaitley-defends-pan-aadhaar-linkage-allays-concerns-on-it-raids/article17583415.ece
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substantial black incomes, the average cash holding of this group would be 
₹75,000. Not a huge sum of money. 

•  Tax data do not give the actual income but the income declared for tax 
purposes. Given the large number of concessions and deductions available, 
actual incomes are much greater than the taxable income. 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

India-uk 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 U.K., India unveil joint ‘green’ fund) 
1. News: India and the U.K. announced a joint Green Growth Equity Fund in 

which they have committed to anchor invest up to £120 million each 
2. Purpose: To help India enhance inclusive growth by boosting investment 

into green infrastructure on commercial terms 
3. Benefit: The success of the Fund will crowd in private investment that will 

have a transformational impact on India’s development 
4. About fund: The fund aims to raise about £500 million, and may unlock 

more in future 
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Source—The Hindu (pg13 Centre mulling new ₹200 note) 
1. News: The Centre is examining a proposal from the RBI to introduce Rs. 200 

denomination currency note. 
2. Purpose: A smaller denomination note will improve liquidity 
3. Background: In November last year, the Centre announced the 

demonetisation of Rs. 1,000 and Rs. 500 notes. While a new Rs. 500 note 
was introduced with added security features, a new Rs. 1,000 note was not 
reintroduced. Instead, a new Rs. 2,000 denomination currency note was 
introduced 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 China’s railway drives silk road plan) 
1. News: Near the steps of China’s Great Wall at the Badaling section in 

Beijing, an underground station is being built. The 174-km section of high-
speed railway, starting from Beijing north station to Badaling, has to be 
completed by 2022. That is the year when China will host the winter 
Olympics 

2. It is part of China’s north-west high speed corridor, which will link Beijing 
with Lanzhou, a city along the Yellow river in north-central China 

3. In turn, Lanzhou has already established a high-speed link with Urumqi, 
capital of the Xinjiang region, China’s gateway to Central and South Asia 

4. Once the Beijing-Lanzhou high speed section is complete, it will be possible 
to travel from the Chinese capital to Xinjiang’s administrative hub in 17 
hours flat 

5. The construction at Badaling is part of a strategic project, integrated with 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) — China’s giant connectivity project, 
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mostly along the ancient Silk Road, which in the past connected Asia with 
Europe 

6. Apart from serving as the entrepôt to Central Asia, Xinjiang is also vital for 
the China’s energy security 

7. A string of West-East gas pipelines carry copious reserves of the gas from 
Central Asia to power China’s industrial heartland along the coast 
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Source—The Hindu (pg1 Cabinet approves setting up rail regulator 
1. News: The centre approved setting up Rail Development Authority (RDA) 
2. It will be an independent regulator to recommend passenger and freight 

fares and set service level benchmarks 
3. Composition: The Authority, with an initial corpus of Rs. 50 crore, will have 

a Chairman along with three members with a fixed term of five years and it 
can engage experts from relevant areas. The Chairman of the Authority can 
be from the private sector and will be selected by a committee chaired by 
the Cabinet Secretary 

4. Not statutory: The Authority will soon be set up through an executive order 
5. Mandate: It will act within parameters of Railway Act, 1989 and undertake 

the following broad functions:  

• tariff determination 

• ensuring fair play and level playing field for stakeholder investment in 
Railways 

• setting efficiency and performance standards 

• dissemination of information 

• Recommendatory: It will only be a recommendatory body and the final 
decisions on setting fares will be made by the Railway Ministry 

• Tariff principle: The authority will set tariff based on cost recovery principle 
and “what the traffic can bear” 

• All the direct and indirect costs such as pension liabilities, debt servicing, 
replacements and renewals along with productivity parameters, market 
driven demand and supply forces and future investments will be considered 
by the regulator before setting tariffs 

 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg6  Taj changing colour, mud therapy being used: govt) 
1. News: A kind of mud therapy is being used on the Taj Mahal as the white 

marble structure is changing colour 
2. About therapy:  

• The mud therapy involves application of a paste of ‘multani mitti’ 

• The change in the colour of the marble structure and the damage is caused 
by insects 
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Source—The Indian Express (Sonar Bangla, again) 
1. Context: 

• The idea that India-Bangladesh relations can be changed, root and branch, 
took hold seven years ago when Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina came to 
Delhi 

• Manmohan Singh agreed with her that India can and must urgently resolve 
long-standing disputes, expand areas of cooperation and develop a shared 
vision for regional peace and prosperity 

• This week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Sheikh Hasina have an 
opportunity to take some big steps to advance that agenda 

2. Previous government: 

• The UPA government did well to open up the Indian market for goods 
produced in Bangladesh, extend economic assistance to developmental 
projects, negotiate an agreement on sharing the waters of the Teesta river 
and wrap up a long-pending boundary settlement 

• Dhaka, in turn, offered substantive cooperation on counter-terrorism and 
embraced the opportunity to integrate the regional economies 

• Resistance from the Chief Minister of West Bengal, Mamata Banerjee, 
prevented Singh from signing the Teesta agreement when he went to 
Dhaka in September 2011 

• While he did sign the boundary agreement, the UPA government could not 
get it ratified by the Indian Parliament 

3. The present government: 

• Modi, who took charge in 2014, discarded the BJP’s earlier opposition and 
pushed for an early ratification of the boundary agreement 

• He also signed off on the award of an international tribunal on resolving the 
maritime boundary dispute between India and Bangladesh 

4. obstacle: 

• On the Indian side, Mamata has been reluctant to endorse the Teesta 
waters agreement that has become the touchstone for India’s good faith in 
Bangladesh 

• Meanwhile, many in Bangladesh are nervous that Dhaka under Sheikh 
Hasina might be drawing too close to India 

• They are especially concerned about the prospects for expanding defence 
cooperation between the two countries 

• Some others see Delhi trying to limit or constrain the unfolding strategic 
partnership between China and Bangladesh 

5. perception: 

• From the Indian side, the problem has always been Delhi’s insufficient 
strategic appreciation of the importance of Bangladesh 

• Dhaka, in turn, has found it hard to stop seeing itself as a small country 
facing a large and insensitive neighbor 

6. Advantage of Bangladesh to India: 

• But Bangladesh is not a small country. With a population of nearly 170 
million, Bangladesh is the eighth largest in the world 

• Even more important, it is one of the world’s fastest growing economies 
and has been called the “miracle in the east” 

• China has become a major partner for Bangladesh is in part about Beijing’s 
emergence as the world’s second largest economy. That brings us to the 
larger questions about the geographic imperative between Delhi and Dhaka 
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•  
7. Wayahead: 

• What this suggests is the urgent need for a political reframing of the 
relationship 

• Delhi needs to acknowledge and address the opportunities in Bangladesh in 
a more sustained and purposeful manner 

• Dhaka must demonstrate greater self-assurance in engaging India for 
enlightened self-interest 

• In any event, the time is now for Delhi and Dhaka to get out of the “big-
brother-small-neighbour” syndrome 

• With a border of nearly 4,060 km — India’s longest with any country — 
Delhi has no reason to see itself in competition with Beijing in Bangladesh 

• Concern: The partition of the subcontinent and the inward economic 
orientation of India and Bangladesh meant the two sides were working 
against the logic of geography than with it 

8. Bangladesh’s leadership role: 

• It is Bangladesh that took the lead in promoting South Asian regionalism 

• Dhaka also has the central role in shaping the future of sub-regional 
cooperation with Bhutan, Burma, India and Nepal 

• It is also a land bridge to East Asia and the fulcrum of a future Bay of Bengal 
community 

• Bangladesh, which now has settled land and maritime borders with India, is 
well positioned to play a larger regional and international role that is 
commensurate with its growing economic weight 

• Expanding security cooperation with India could only enhance Dhaka’s 
global leverage 

• For India, a strong partnership with Bangladesh will help boost the 
prospects of peace and prosperity in the eastern subcontinent 

• Finally, growing mutual trust and political comfort between Delhi and 
Dhaka, backed by Kolkata, will have one long-term consequence 

• It will restore the centrality of Bengal and its hinterlands that once 
decisively shaped the history of Asia and the Indian Ocean 
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Source—The Hindu (pg BC Commission set to get constitutional status) 

1. News: Constitution (123rd Amendment) Bill Introduced in Lok Sabha to 

accord constitutional status to the Backward Classes commission. 

2. Objective of the bill: “In order to safeguard the interests of the socially and 

educationally backward classes more effectively, it is proposed to create a 

National Commission for Backward Classes with constitutional status at par 

with the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and the National 

Commission for Scheduled Tribes” 

3. Mandate of the body 

The proposed commission will have a chairperson, vice-chairperson and three other 

members. 
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 It will hear grievances of socially and educationally backward classes. 

 4. About National Commission for backward Classes 

 A statutory body under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. It was 

constituted pursuant to the provisions of the National Commission for Backward 

Classes Act, 1993 

 5. Functions 

 Examining the requests for inclusion of any class of citizens as a backward class 

 Hear complaints of over-inclusion or under-inclusion of any backward class in the 

existing quota 

 Advise the Central government with regard to matter relating to OBC’s. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Steps on liquidity will be in focus) 

1. News: It is likely that the RBI will take measures to lessen surplus liquidity, 

say experts. 

2. With the national bank generally anticipated that would keep financing 

costs unaltered in the new financial year’s first bimonthly fiscal strategy 

audit on Thursday, markets are definitely holding up to perceive what steps 

the RBI may take to handle surplus liquidity in the managing an account 

framework. 
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GS:3 – SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg5 Centre kicks off programme on cyber physical systems) 
1. The Department of Science and Technology (DST) has initiated a Cyber Physical 

Systems (CPS) programme 
2. About programme:  

• Still at a nascent stage, it has been conceived as a ₹3,000-crore exercise that 
would, at first, take root in some of the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) 

• An initial budget of ₹100 crore has been earmarked for the project in the current 
financial year 

• The thrust of the initiative would be to “break silos” in academia and encourage 
greater synergy between the university scientists and industry 

• Centres of excellence would be developed at the IITs and universities & there 
would be dedicated courses on the subject 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Use restraint in using Article 142) 
1. News: Article 142: Empowers the SC to pass any decree or order necessary for 

doing “complete justice” in any matter pending before it 
2. Criticisms: Use of Article 142 should be in accordance with law and due process of 

law as guaranteed in Article 21. A recent order on the highway liquor ban under 
A142 has rendered lakhs jobless 

3. Lawyers are also against a proposal to employ extraordinary powers under Article 
142 to order a joint trial of the two Babri Masjid demolition cases pending for the 
past 25 years 

4. Article 142 is not a source of unlimited power for SC to go far ahead. There should 
be self-restraint 

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg9 Breaking the silence on depression) 
1. News: To encourage people with depression to overcome stigma and seek 

treatment, the World Health Organisation is focussing on the illness this World 
Health Day, April 7 

2. The public health community worldwide is recognising the damage caused by the 
silence over depression and mental illness and has raised the slogan “Depression: 
Let’s Talk” to mark the day 
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3. Fact check: Nearly five crore Indians have depression & over 300 million people 
are living with it globally. This is an increase of more than 18% over the last decade 
and accounts for over two-thirds of global suicides that occur in low- and middle-
income countries such as India 

4. Need to take steps: Depression is the leading cause of ill health and disability 
5. Lack of support for people with mental disorders, coupled with a fear of stigma, 

prevents many from accessing the treatment they need to lead a healthy and 
productive life 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9  India, Russia seal deal on Kudankulam Unit 1) 
1. News: India signed a joint statement with Russia on the final takeover of the unit, 

formally marking the full transition 
2. India has taken over full operational control of Unit 1 of the Kudankulam Nuclear 

Power Plant (KKNPP) 
3. The agreement was signed between representatives of Nuclear Power Corporation 

of India Ltd. and the ASE Group of Companies, a subsidiary of ROSATOM State 
Atomic Energy Corporation of Russia 

4. With the deal, the Russian and the Indian sides have confirmed fulfilment of all 
warranty terms and obligations of the contractor (ASE Group of Companies) for 
the construction of Unit 1 

5. Technical issues: Unit 1 had encountered technical issues and was shut down 
briefly after it commenced power generation 

6. On March 30, 2017, the joint protocol on provisional acceptance of Unit 2 of the 
plant was signed, which marked the start of its commercial operation 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg11 Centre to seek parliament nod for RDA) 
1. What? The Centre will likely attempt at securing legislative backing to the Rail 

Development Authority (RDA) next year 
2. Why? To give more teeth to the country’s first rail regulator that will initially be set 

up through an executive order 
3. Background: The Union Cabinet had recently approved setting up the rail 

regulator 

• It will be responsible for recommending passenger fares, setting performance 
standards for rail operations and creating level playing policy for private sector 
participation through an executive order 

• The Authority will work within the parameters of the Railways Act, 1989 being set 
up by an executive resolution 

• This means, it can only recommend changes to passenger and goods fares to the 
Railway Ministry which will taken a final call on fixing tariff 

4. Autonomy: It would be better if the Authority is set up through the statutory 
support so that its recommendations become binding on the government. The 
regulator may lack autonomy if it’s formed through an executive order 

5. Other regulators: All the six regulators in the country have the sanction of 
Parliament and have been accorded a statutory status 
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6. These include: Telecom Regulatory Authority of India, Airports Economic 
Regulatory Authority of India, Insurance Regulatory Development Authority, 
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, Tariff Authority of Major Ports and 
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 
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Source—The Hindu (pg11 RBI holds policy rate, raises reverse repo rate) 
1. Context: The first bimonthly policy review of 2017-18 by RBI 
2. Highlights: It kept the key policy rate (repo rate) unchanged 
3. Narrowed the policy corridor by 25 bps by raising the reverse repo rate to 6%, 

from 5.75% 
4. All six members of the monetary policy committee (MPC) — which decides interest 

rates — voted in favour of the decision 
5. Rationale: The policy decision is consistent with the neutral policy stance with the 

objective of achieving the medium-term target for retail inflation, which is 4% 
6. Challenges to the path of inflation in 2017-18: Upside risks and unfavourable base 

effects towards the second half of the year 
7. Accordingly, inflation developments have to be closely monitored with food price 

pressures can be checked so that inflation expectations can be anchored 
8. Also, the future course of monetary policy would largely depend on incoming data 

on how macroeconomic conditions are evolving 
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Source—The Hindu (pg6 Growth, with caveats) 
1. Policy rates: The central bank was not expected to tinker with key policy rates in 

its first monetary policy review of 2017-18 unveiled on Thursday, following its 
decision to shift from an accommodative to a neutral monetary policy stance in 
February. The Monetary Policy Committee chaired by Reserve Bank of India 
Governor Urjit Patel has decided to raise the rate at which the central bank 
borrows funds from banks (the reverse repo rate) by 25 basis points, from 5.75% 
to 6%, while leaving other policy rates untouched 

2. Reason: Excess liquidity: This marginal change is aimed at sucking out from the 
system excess liquidity that remains a lingering concern, despite coming off its 
peak in the aftermath of the demonetisation exercise 

3. The RBI has also proposed a new liquidity management tool that awaits 
government approval, making the draining of surplus liquidity a critical priority all 
through this year 

4. Challenge: Inflationary trends 

• The efficacy of the RBI’s liquidity management toolkit will impinge on another key 
concern: inflation, which is expected to climb to 5% by the second half of this fiscal 

• Reason: The RBI says achieving the stated target of 4% inflation even next year 
could be challenging, with no “lucky disinflationary forces” expected, such as 
benign commodity and oil prices. It has also pointed to a one-time upside risk to 
inflation with the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax 

5. The RBI is quite optimistic about an uptick in the economy this year, projecting 
7.4% growth in Gross Value-Added, compared to 6.7% in 2016-17. Along with 
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improved prospects for the world economy a rebound in discretionary consumer 
spending at home is likely, in line with the “pace of remonetisation” and 
investment demand on account of lowered interest rates 

6. Key issues: 

• While the government may take heart from the higher growth projection, it must 
pay equal heed to Mr. Patel’s plainspeak on four key issues 

• First, the need to urgently resolve the surge of bad loans on bank books, for which 
the RBI will unveil a new Prompt Corrective Action framework by the middle of this 
month 

• Without this, a virtuous cycle of healthy credit growth necessary for investment 
and job creation will remain elusive 

• Second, the RBI has reminded the government there will be “clearly more demand 
for capital” in the coming days. The government’s allocation of Rs.10,000 crore to 
recapitalise public sector banks is obviously inadequate 

• Third, while banks have reduced lending rates, the RBI has pointed out there is 
room for more cuts if rates on small savings schemes are corrected. Though a 
formula-based rate was adopted to set these rates last April, small savings 
schemes still deliver 61-95 basis points higher returns than what they should if the 
formula is followed, as per the RBI 

• Most important, the government must not ignore Mr Patel’s categorical call to 
eschew loan waivers of the kind just announced in Uttar Pradesh. This, he warned, 
would crowd out private investments and dent the nation’s balance sheet 
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Source—The Indian Express (Failing the student) 
1. Context: As yet another round of board examinations comes to a close, and 

another generation heads to university, it is perhaps wise for schools and 
universities to reflect on how prepared the average school-leaver is for university, 
and equally important, how prepared is the university for the school-leaver? 

2. What is a university? 

Chidambaram has opined, “A university is not a mere collection of buildings. It is also not a 
collection of colleges or centres of research. It is not constituted solely for the purpose of 
conferring degrees upon the young men and women who enter its portals, study subjects 
and pass examinations. It is a space designed to nurture knowledge and freedom, and 
beckon the children of the world to take from and give unto the reservoir of knowledge 
and freedom” 

3. outcome are our school-leavers: 

• The first element in this ecosystem is what one could broadly define as the 
intellectual/academic expectations of a university 

• A good university would look for students who are, for the most part, good “self-
learners”, critical thinkers, can think laterally and ask questions 

• But what are we doing in our schools today? 

• Whereas education should be a liberating experience that allows the mind to drink 
deeply at diverse fountains, be it music or math, we have created a system that is 
obsessed with certification through examinations, where percentages and the 
ability to clear entrance tests are the criteria for success 

• To do this requires children to be “boxed” in, from virtually class 9 onwards, into 
the pigeon holes of science, commerce, or for the “lesser gifted”, humanities 
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• The problem is further compounded by thrusting the young mind into the soul-
destroying world of private tuitions 

• Given this scenario — of being trapped in a soul-less classroom and tuition centre 
obsessed with “teaching for the test”, and then being catapulted to university — 
what chance does the young mind have to grow, to ponder on the mysteries and 
perhaps injustices of the universe, or, as the poet said, to just “stop and stare” 

4. The change required: 

• It is not as if, even within the limitations of our system, it is impossible to imbue 
our students with the skills that universities and, in fact, adult life itself require 

• All it needs is an imaginative, motivated teacher, backed by an equally imaginative 
and perhaps daring principal 

• Alas, for reasons all too often catalogued, the school-teaching profession itself has 
been seriously emasculated 

• As for “daring” heads, most heads today have been reduced to managers, rather 
than leaders, whose main job is to ensure that the cash tills keep rolling 

5. Focus on Humanities: the less intelligent ones: 

• The problem is exacerbated by the systematic manner in which we have steadily 
denigrated the study of the humanities 

• Since school education is viewed mainly as a means of securing a lucrative job in 
either engineering, medicine or commerce, the humanities are viewed as an 
option only for those not “good enough” for the other streams 

• The fact that the humanities are generally poorly taught in most schools (who 
would want to teach a subject with no tuition market?), does not help the cause 

• Yet, it is a well-known fact that the “liberal arts” programme or its equivalent has 
been the foundation on which some of the best universities in the world have built 
their reputation 

• And indeed, it has been so since the Renaissance 

• A study of the humanities fosters a deeper understanding of the world we live in 
and enhances feelings of mutual respect, empathy and tolerance 

• A lot is being said these days about the shrinking space for debate. What is 
shrinking is not the space — it is our hearts and minds 

6. schools performance: 

• What we succeed in churning out from our schools is a young mind thoroughly 
“pressure cooked” with liberal doses of examinations and tuitions, looking at an 
uncertain future and desperately gasping for freedom 

• These impressionable and often confused young minds fall prey to the 
machinations of our politicians who stalk our universities 

• Students at the better-known universities all over the world also participate in 
political debate and discussion, and indeed go on to become eminent political 
leaders 

• But very rarely does one see the kind of “gang war” that one sees on our 
campuses 

7. Challenge: Emotional turmoil: 

• The other great challenge facing a young school-leaver is what I would call the 
“emotional” turmoil that one faces at university 

• The school is a highly structured environment. A university is not 

• A school is, by and large, quite homogeneous in its socio-cultural mix of students. 
A university is not 

• For the young person leaving the cocoon of a school, university can, therefore, 
initially be a very lonely, alienating experience 
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8. Way ahead:  

• The very fact that most universities hand over this critical area of responsibility to 
a warden tells us what their priorities are 

• Wardens, by definition, belong to jails or wildlife reserves 

• Teaching faculty very rarely have either the time or inclination to take on the 
challenges that confront the student 

• At most universities, young people have to negotiate all the minefields on their 
own 

• The recent spate of suicides and student unrest in universities are only a symptom 
of this huge hiatus that exists in our system 
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Source—the Hindu (pg6 Track to efficiency 
1. NEWS: 

• Creating a Rail Development Authority for India is among the most significant 
reforms to an infrastructure system undertaken by the government 

• The railways connect the country’s far corners and act as a driver of the economy 
2. Need of RDA: 

• High rates of economic growth have raised the demand for travel, but this remains 
largely unme 

• The popular aspiration is for a modern system that offers high-quality travel with 
low risk of accident 

• While the industry wants smooth freight transfer 
3. Role of Railway regulator: 

• An independent, empowered regulator could be the paradigm shift that is needed 

• The proposed Authority would have to ensure that the resources of the system are 
optimally utilized 

• Overcoming existing inefficiencies that arise from the fact that policy, regulatory 
and management functions of the railways are intertwined is another point to look 
after 

4. Committee suggestions: 

• As the National Transport Development Policy Committee noted in 2014, the 
centralisation of all functions in the Railway Board has proved detrimental to the 
organisation’s growth 

• This was particularly at a time when there is a need for massive investment in 
infrastructure for 7%-plus GDP growth 

• Conversely, robust economic expansion further raises the demand for railway 
services 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

• To reconcile this, the regulator has to identify sectors that can support higher 
tariffs and also produce greater volumes of traffic 

• Such accurate interventions are critical if the trend of declining rates of growth in 
railway freight revenues and volumes, which set in during 2011-12, is to be 
reversed 

5. Bibek Debroy Committee: 

• One of the big challenges before the Centre is to facilitate higher non-budgetary 
investment in the railways 

• The Bibek Debroy Committee found the private sector is discouraged from 
participating more effectively due to a monopolistic framework 

• Coming up with a system that de-risks private investment and creates a level 
playing field are among the major challenges before the Rail Development 
Authority 

6. Benefit to Passenger services: 

• In the area of passenger services, this offers several possibilities; the railways cater 
to some 23 million passengers a day in a network of about 8,000 stations 

• The experience of consumers in cities shows that use of information technology to 
deliver traditional services can lead to higher levels of efficiency and lower costs, 
besides adding jobs 

• While regulation of tariffs matching the quality of travel can help raise revenues, 
the system should be able to move both people and freight faster in order to grow 

• Inducting faster, more comfortable trains on 500 km-plus inter-city routes would 
attract new traffic 

• It would help operate cheaper passenger trains to interior areas, as part of the 
government’s social obligation 

• Technology upgrades are essential to raise carrying capacity, service frequency 
and speeds 

• Rail reform is complex and what was undertaken in Europe during the 1990s, 
separating infrastructure from operations, is an interesting model 

• Sequential measures achieved sustainable results, rather than a package of 
changes introduced at once 
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Source—The Indian Express (pg The Teesta runs through it 
1. Context: Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina, is visiting India. This is her 

first bilateral visit to India since 2010 
2. Background of India-Bangladesh relations: 

• The Framework for Development and Cooperation signed the following year 
during then-PM Manmohan Singh’s visit, though under the shadow of the Teesta 
imbroglio, laid out a charter of cooperation encompassing a large spectrum of 
activities 

• The spirit of these mutually reinforcing positive approaches was maintained during 
PM Modi’s visit in May, 2015, which also saw closure to the long awaited Land 
Boundary Agreement 

3. Rohingya issue: 

• India is not a direct party to the issue of the Rohingyas of Myanmar, who continue 
to flee to Bangladesh, which now hosts over 1,00,000 in camps 

• Despite some international assistance, the Rohingyas pose a serious economic 
problem for Bangladesh 
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• Perhaps more important is the alleged involvement of Saudi-linked organisations 
in nurturing Islamic fundamentalist groups among the uprooted refugees 

• This provides an explosive cocktail which would be a nightmare for any nation, 
most so for Bangladesh, battling its own homegrown as well as IS-inspired terrorist 
groups 

• The visit may provide the occasion for an exchange of views on how the issue may 
be handled and whether India has a role in advising the friendly government of 
Myanmar to ensure that the flow of refugees is stemmed 

• Tangentially, India itself is involved as some Rohingyas have sought shelter in India 
4. In the South- Asian region: 

• With a great display of zeal, China has been seen to be active in India’s periphery 
in promoting One Belt One Road and bilateral relations 

• They have received some setbacks in Myanmar and Sri Lanka in bilateral relations, 
but will surely pursue their objectives 

• Pakistan continues to be a willing accessory to Chinese desires to curb and contain 
India 

• Nepal had appeared to be moving sensibly towards positive relations with both 
her giant neighbours, until the ultra-nationalist K.P. Oli made it an either/or 
choice, which has done no good to Sino-Nepal relations as his successor’s recently 
concluded visit to China demonstrated 

• China has had a stable relationship with Bangladesh and is a major provider of 
defence hardware 

• A slew of agreements were signed during President Xi’s recent visit to Dhaka, 
including for the provision of substantial loans and grants 

• While carefully observing the developing relations between Dhaka and Beijing, 
India should avoid a Pavlovian reaction 

5. Political party The Awami League of Bangladesh concern/ conflict of interest: 

• Since assuming the reins of government in 2009, the Awami League has tried to 
ensure that anti-India activities are not carried out from Bangladesh’s soil 

• This would not have been an easy task as elements within the establishment had 
been ingrained by previous administrations to promote such activities 

• There were, of course, areas of congruence 

• The Jamaat-inspired, Pakistan-supported terrorist elements had in their sights 
both India and the Awami League 

• The Awami League government’s continuing effort to deal with terrorists has not 
deflected it from trying to bring to a close the consequences of the crimes 
committed in 1971 

• In this respect, Sheikh Hasina has kept the promise she had made to the 
electorate. But for this, she has had to face strong western criticism 

6. Development in the relations: 

• Indo-Bangladesh relations presently reflect both maturity and political wil 

• Only a decade ago, the current scenario of a cooperative framework of the 
relationship would have seemed impossible 

• Since then, the long-festering maritime boundary issue has been resolved 

• The seemingly ever-lasting land boundary question is behind us 

• Few note that the apprehensions of large-scale communal movements of peoples 
simply did not come true; people decided to remain with their land, albeit with a 
different nationality 

• Meanwhile, communications have improved dramatically as also trade and 
investment 
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• The supply of electricity from India is making a difference to the lives of people in 
Bangladesh 

• Above all, Bangladesh has ceased to be a sanctuary for elements inimical to the 
Indian state. 

7. Teesta waters issue: 

• A signal lacuna has been India’s inability to deliver on the sharing of Teesta waters 

• It is possible that even without an agreement, Bangladesh may be receiving about 
the same quantity as was envisaged in the discussions 

• The issue, however, is as much about the quantum of water as Bangladesh’s right 
to receive it 

• Not least, a demonstration of India abiding by its commitments 

• The present chief minister of Bengal may wish to recall that her distinguished 
predecessor, Jyoti Basu, played a signal role in the resolution of the Farakka 
Barrage issue two decades ago and earned encomiums from both India and 
Bangladesh 
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Source—The Hindu (pg12 ‘Investment rising in equity-linked schemes’) 
1. Issue: Investment in products like equity-linked savings schemes is on the rise in 

India 
2. India is witnessing a structural shift in savings pattern from physical to financial 

asset class 
3. Stats: More number of retail investors are investing in mutual funds now. Out of 

the total savings by Indians, around 16-17% is in physical asset class and 7-10% in 
financial assets. 

4. While this trend is encouraging, investments linked to important life goals such as 
planning for retirement and kids education is still in its infancy 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 Ken-Betwa link hits green hurdle) 
1. Issue: India’s apex forest advisory body has imposed tough conditions on the Ken-

Betwa river interlinking project.  
2. Reason:Given the ecological and environmental impact posed by the project, it 

had to pass multiple authorities for clearance.  
3. Function of FAC: 

• A forest advisory clearance was seen to be the last step before the project was to 
begin. 

• The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC), the apex environment ministry authority 
that clears requests for diverting forest land for projects, usually rejects or 
recommends a proposal, sometimes with conditions, for the diversion of forest 
land. 

• the FAC’s recommendations are passed on to the environment minister, who can 
abide by them or reject them. 

4. IMPACT OF THE PROJECT: The ₹18,000 crore river interlinking project requires 
4,141 hectares of forest in the heart of the Panna Tiger reserve, and some more 
besides, to build a dam and a 230-km canal to transfer water to several drought-
afflicted villages in Bundelkhand. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg IISc designs a novel graphene electrical conductor 
1. News: Researchers from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru have been 

able to experimentally produce a new type of electrical conductor that was 
theoretically predicted nearly 20 years ago 

2. They successfully produced graphene (single- or a few-layers thick) to conduct 
current along one particular edge — the zigzag edge 

3. The zigzag edge of graphene layer has a unique property- it allows flow of charge 
without any resistance at room temperature and above 

4. A few-layers-thick graphene that conducts current along one edge does not 
experience any resistance and so can lead to realising power-efficient electronics 
and quantum information transfer, even at room temperature 
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Source—The Hindu (pg No-fly-list’ under government consideration, says Minister) 
1. Issue: Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha said the government was 

considering the introduction of a ‘no fly list’ to deal with unruly passengers 
2. Concern: Air travellers should note that safety and security of passengers and crew 

is our paramount priority. Unruly or disruptive behaviour will result in severe 
consequences. 

3. a ‘no-fly list’ – a practice followed by airlines in Europe and the United States. 
4. Experts said 

• the ‘no-fly-list’ should be advisory in nature and not imposed on airlines. “No-fly-
list should not be punitive in nature, it should facilitate airlines to take the right 
precaution 

• it should be the prerogative of airlines to fly passengers named on the no-fly-list 
and that they should be allowed to charge an extra fee from such passengers. 
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5. Current status: Airlines abroad have their own rules for dealing with unruly 
passengers and maintain their own ‘no fly list. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Delhi, Dhaka exchange 22 deals) 
1. News: Stepping up cooperation in the fields of connectivity, energy and defence, 

India extended lines of credit worth $5 billion to Bangladesh. the two countries 
exchanged 22 agreements 

2. Concern: agreement included the inauguration of a trans-border rail line, the two 
sides were unable to make any progress on the contentious Teesta water sharing 
agreement 

3. Agreement: 

• Apart from the water issues, both sides agreed to work together on ways to 
advance issues like trade, connectivity, and regional cooperation.  

• The two Prime Ministers emphasised the advantages of sub-regional cooperation 
in the areas of power, water resources, trade, transit and connectivity for mutual 
benefit.  

• In this context, they noted the progress made by the Joint Working Groups on Sub-
Regional Cooperation between Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) on 
Water Resources Management and Power/Hydropower and on Trade, Transit and 
Connectivity 

• the defence component which includes an MoU on defence framework, and a 
$500 million Line of Credit for defence procurement for the Bangladesh military 
forces 

• two different MoUs were signed between defence training institutes of India and 
Bangladesh.  

• Both sides also sealed an MoU coastal route and protocol route. 

• Bilateral technology cooperation also was boosted by the commitment to support 
civil nuclear research between two sides 

• Both sides also supported international campaign against terrorism under the 
umbrella of the United Nations General Assembly. “They (India and Bangladesh) 
called on the international community to end selective or partial approaches to 
combating terrorism and, in this regard, jointly called for the early finalization and 
adoption of a Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism by the UNGA. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg India, Mongolia ‘cross swords’) 
1. Issue: While the diplomatic world was fixated on the visit of the 14th Dalai Lama to 

Arunachal Pradesh, not very far from there a small elite contingent of Indian and 
Mongolian troops began a two-week joint military exercise away from media glare. 

2. Fact: Indian Army made public the joint exercise, named Nomadic Elephant. 
3. About Nomadic Elephant: 

• the exercise was aimed at training the troops in counter insurgency & counter 
terrorism operations under the United Nations mandate 

• The joint training will also lay emphasis on conducting operations by a joint 
subunit, comprising of troops from both the armies, in adverse operational 
conditions aimed at enhancing the interoperability between the two armies 

4. The China factor: 
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• India-Mongolia relations have been on an upswing in recent years, with the latter 
turning to New Delhi in December 2016 for help after China hiked transit tariffs on 
Mongolian trucks, as part of its action to protest Dalai Lama’s visit to Mongolia. 

5. About relation: 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his visit to Mongolia in May 2015 had 
extended a credit line of $1 billion to Mongolia 

• The India-Mongolian bilateral ties have been growing against the backdrop of the 
communist country’s growing influence, and New Delhi’s efforts to find a balance 

 
 
 
 
 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg What is the lowdown on sharing of Teesta waters?) 
1. Issue: Sharing the waters of the Teesta river, which originates in the Himalayas and 

flows through Sikkim and West Bengal to merge with the Brahmaputra in Assam 
and (Jamuna in Bangladesh), is perhaps the most contentious issue between two 
friendly neighbours, India and Bangladesh. 

2. Importance For West Bengal: Teesta is considered the lifeline of half-a-dozen 
districts in North Bengal. 

3.  Concern/ bangladesh stand: Bangladesh has sought an “equitable” distribution of 
Teesta waters from India, on the lines of the Ganga Water Treaty of 1996, but to 
no avail. The failure to ink a deal had its fallout on the country’s politics, putting 
the ruling Awami League in a spot. 

4. Background: Following a half-hearted deal in 1983, when nearly equal division of 
water was proposed, the countries hit a roadblock. The transient agreement could 
not be implemented. Talks resumed after the Awami League returned to power in 
2008 and the former Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh visited Dhaka in 
2011. Officials were directed to conclude the “[interim] agreements” on a “fair and 
equitable basis,” as per the joint statement. In 2015, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Dhaka generated more ebullient lines: “deliberations were under 
way involving all the stakeholders…[to conclude the agreement] as soon as 
possible.” 

5. Current status of the river: Many of the glaciers on the Teesta basin have 
retreated, says Strategic Foresight Group, a Mumbai-based think-tank. “Estimates 
suggested that the Teesta river has a mean annual flow of approximately 60 billion 
cubic metre (BCM). A significant amount of this water flows during the wet season, 
between June and September. The importance of the flow and the seasonal 
variation of this river is felt during the lean season (from October to April/May) as 
the average flow is about 500 million cubic metre (MCM) per month. 
Consequently, there are floods during monsoons and droughts during the dry 
periods 

6. Cross border terrorism: India witnessed a surge in insurgency in the northeast 
during the rule of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) from 2001 to 2005. A 
new policy to befriend the BNP backfired. Bangladesh allegedly sheltered 
insurgents engaged in anti-India activities, and nearly all the Home Ministry-level 
talks ended without agreement, and India had to increase the security budget for 
the northeast. In a couple of years of assuming office in 2008, the Awami League 
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targeted insurgent camps and handed over the rebels to India. As India’s security 
establishment heaved a sigh of relief, the relationship improved on multiple fronts. 

7. Way ahead: 

• The answer, according to leading Bangladeshi hydrologist and architect of Ganga 
Water Treaty Ainun Nishat, is embedded in the construction of giant artificial 
reservoirs, where the monsoon water can be stored for the lean season.  

• The reservoirs need to be built in India as the country has some mountain-induced 
sites favourable to hosting dams with reservoirs, unlike Bangladesh 
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Source—The Hindu (pg States pan ‘politicisation’ of Governor’s role 
1. News: The Inter-State Council (ISC), led by Home Minister, discussed the 

discretionary powers of the Governor during government formation 
2. Issue: 

• Some States wanted a fixed cooling-off period for retired bureaucrats and judges 
before they are appointed Governors 

• Also discussed the tenure of governors and guidelines on the use of discretionary 
powers in appointment of chief ministers 

3. Concern: The meeting of the Standing Committee of the ISC was held after a gap 
of 12 years 
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Source—The Hindu (pg AICTE all set to release model exam format) 
1. News: The All-India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) has set the ball rolling 

for the provision of a model examination format to technical education institutions 
2. Aim: To test the students’ understanding of concepts and skills, as part of a slew of 

reforms finalised recently by the technical education regulator 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Olive Ridley eggs hatch in thousands) 
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1. The Rushikulya rookery coast in Ganjam district of Odisha is a major nesting site 
for Olive Ridley turtles in India 

2. This year, over 3,85,000 turtles reached the coast to lay eggs 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Stepping up to a shared potential) 
1. news: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s invitation to Malcolm Turnbull to make his 

first official visit to India 
2. advantage for India:  

• India is the world’s most populous democracy and will, by 2030, be the most 
populous country, overtaking China 

• And it is young — there are more Indian 10-year-olds than there are Australians 

• With more than a dozen distinct languages, scripts and religions, India is 
multiculturalism on the grandest scale 

• And to sustain a vibrant modern democracy, surely India is one of the greatest 
political achievements of our times 

• Once you appreciate its size, you see its potential 

• Think of all those 10-year-olds who will one day be voting in India’s elections and 
who will also, one day, belong to India’s middle class, the engine of its booming 
economy 

• Put all that together and it’s easy to understand why India will play a central role in 
Indo-Pacific region and the world 

3. background of Indo-Australia relationship: 

• Formal relationship began for many Australians in 1950, when Robert Menzies 
became the first Australian leader to visit independent India 

• Since then, both countries have been transformed 

• Now Australia must turn attention to transforming the relationship to one that 
matches India’s huge needs and its enormous potential with its people, Australia’s 
best assets, as well as with its resources and shared democratic traditions 

4. Three focus areas/ agenda: 

• During the visit the focus will be on three areas of relationship: economic, 
knowledge and strategic partnerships 

• India is inspiring the world with its explosive economic growth 

• Its economic take-off is lifting millions out of poverty, transforming the country 
into the world’s fastest-growing major economy, with forecasted growth of 7.5% 
in 2017 

• This is a stunning result for India, and a rare opportunity for Australia 

• From Mumbai to Melbourne, from Bengaluru to Brisbane, India will be in the 
market to buy some of the best things Australia has to offer 

• Two-way trade is growing, and approaching $20 billion, but that’s far too low and 
this will be the prime focus of the bilateral talks 

5. Australia-India Strategic Research Fund: 

• The Government will announce the results of the tenth round of the Australia-
India Strategic Research Fund 

• Purpose: Worth more than $100 million, this initiative has enabled the sharpest 
minds to collaborate in areas such as food security and health, and advance the 
boundaries of human knowledge in quantum computing, nanotechnology and 
astronomy 
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• By combining talents of the two countries, there can be addition to the 
technological achievements already made in both the countries 

6. As an education destination: 

• For decades the citizens have been criss-crossing the Indian Ocean in search of 
knowledge 

• Last year, Australia was the second-most popular study destination for Indian 
students — 60,000 came to Australia to learn 

• Through the Government’s New Colombo Plan, more and more young Australians 
will choose India as a place to study and boost their own qualifications and 
experience 

• India’s demand for minerals and resources remains high. But education is a new 
pathway to shared prosperity 

• The Indian Government is aiming to train 400 million people by 2022. Australia can 
help them achieve this goal 

• A great strength of education relationship is found in the higher education and 
research sector 

• Collaboration between institutes on high-end research, innovation, science and 
technology are central to developing our knowledge partnership 

7. The Indian link: 

• India’s culture, its art, its food, its people — has become such a large and 
important part of Australian life 

• Half a million Australians are of Indian descent. That number increases each year 

• Whether it’s Little India in Melbourne, Diwali celebrations in Brisbane, or the long-
established Sikh community on the North Coast of New South Wales, modern 
Australia, the most successful multicultural society in the world, could not be 
imagined without the contribution of Indian-Australians 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Stirring up the nuclear pot) 
1. Context: Accidental or deliberate pressing of the nuclear button was the 

nightmare that haunted humanity. At the same time, using the nuclear genie and 
harnessing it for prosperity was the best dream. Today, both the nightmare and 
the dream have become jaded 

2. concern: 

• Nuclear weapons have ceased to be viable as instruments of war because of the 
unpredictability of the consequences of a nuclear war 

• No one can trust even the use of tactical nuclear weapons without collateral 
damage for the user 

• Today, nations can be destroyed with mobile phones and laptops without killing a 
single human being, making the “humaneness” of cyberwarfare the biggest danger 

3. Post 9/11: 

• The theories of deterrence of nuclear stockpiles have also been discredited after 
9/11 brought the most formidable nuclear power to its knees 

• Non-proliferation today, if any, is not on account of the Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), but on account of the futility of building nuclear arsenals 

• The threat of terrorism looms larger than the threat of nuclear weapons 

• After Fukushima, nuclear power too is receding as a sensible component of the 
energy mix 
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• One clean-up operation after an accident can demolish many years of 
technological advancement and hopes of having cheap power 

• The sun shines as a source of energy, not the glittering nuclear reactors which 
seem to emit mushroom clouds 

4. Still a flourishing industry: 

• There is constant activity on the weapons and the power fronts 

• The nuclear and disarmament industry still flourish 

• Former U.S. President Barack Obama’s Prague speech had ignited cautious 
optimism that nuclear weapons would cease to be the anchor of security, though 
not during his presidency, not even in his lifetime 

• Rajiv Gandhi’s United Nations Plan of Action for total elimination of nuclear 
weapons came out of the dusty archives 

• The ‘Global Zero’ movement gained momentum, even as nuclear weapon powers 
continued investment in developing delivery systems and weapons 

5. Mr. Trump’s stand: 

• President Donald Trump had once said that proliferation was good for American 
allies 

• Recently, he hinted at the use of nuclear weapons in extreme circumstances 
6. Emphasising non-proliferation: 

• NPT enthusiasts have been disappointed of late that out of the three pillars of the 
treaty, non-proliferation, disarmament and nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, 
the first, non-proliferation, has got watered down and disarmament has become 
the priority 

• They also worry that dangerous technologies like enrichment are within the reach 
of the non-weapon states 

• In the context of Japan and South Korea debating acquisition of nuclear weapons, 
they feel that non-proliferation should be brought back to be the first priority of 
the NPT 

• The promotional function of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is also 
a concern for them 

• The IAEA has already shifted its focus from nuclear power to nuclear security, as a 
result 

• In 1995, the NPT was made a perpetual treaty with no possibility of amendment, 
but its votaries now advocate that non-proliferation should be emphasised to the 
exclusion of disarmament and nuclear energy promotion 

• More than 120 nations in October 2016 voted on a UN General Assembly 
resolution to convene the conference to negotiate a legally binding treaty to 
prohibit nuclear weapons, leading to their total elimination 

• Britain, France, Russia and the U.S. voted no, while China, India and Pakistan 
abstained 

7. Why did India abstain? 

• Though India had recommended the convening of such a conference, it abstained 
on the resolution as it was not convinced that the conference could accomplish 
much at this time 

• India said that it supported the commencement of negotiations in the Conference 
on Disarmament on a comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Convention, which in 
addition to prohibition and elimination also includes verification 

• The U.S. and others wanted to accept the reality that such conferences would 
serve no purpose 

• The conference has failed even before it commenced 
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8. No-first use doctrine 

• In the midst of this ferment, a debate has begun in India about a review of its no-
first use doctrine 

• Experts seem to think that India’s doctrine is flexible enough to deal with any 
eventuality 

• Others feel that we should enter more caveats to safeguard our interests 
9. On nuclear power production: 

• On the nuclear power front, the efforts to increase nuclear power production 
suffered a setback as a result of Fukushima 

• Many countries that had lined up before the IAEA for nuclear technology for 
peaceful purposes quietly switched to other sources of energy 

• The much-expected nuclear renaissance withered away 

• Except for China, India and Russia, most nations have shied away from building 
nuclear reactors or importing them 

• India’s liability law deterred U.S. companies from exporting reactors to India 

• The financial problems of Westinghouse, which had agreed to build six reactors in 
Andhra Pradesh, postponed, if not cancelled, the venture 

• But India has not fundamentally changed its three-stage nuclear power 
development, though the thorium stage eludes it 

10. Kudankulam Project: 

• The Kudankulam project is set to move along with Russian collaboration, but its 
progress has been slow 

• The nuclear liability law, the Westinghouse bankruptcy and the protests by local 
people have combined to delay the expansion of nuclear power in India 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  A reckless intervention) 
1. Concern: 

• The U.S. missile attack on a Syrian airbase 

• President Donald Trump ordered after civilians in the rebel-held Idlib province 
were hit with chemical weapons causing the deaths of at least 80 people 

• This marks a departure in American policy towards the war-ravaged country 
2. President Obama’s stand: 

• President Barack Obama had repeatedly said Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
should go 

• He resisted calls for military action in this regard, primarily for two reasons: 

• He wanted the U.S. to stay focussed on the campaign against the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria 

• And was wary of dragging the U.S. into a direct confrontation with Russia, which is 
backing the regime 

3. Results of this:   

• On the face of it, it appears to be a bold move intended to take Mr. Assad to task 
for his action 

• But in truth, the Trump administration has risked escalating the Syrian crisis to far 
more dangerous levels 

• Once the brouhaha over the attack settles, Mr. Trump will face the question of 
what he really achieved from the missile strike 
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4. Question of legality: 

• The strike also raises questions about its legality 

• The UN Charter clearly states that any attack on another country needs Security 
Council approval unless it is an act in self-defence 

• On the ground, the U.S. action seems to have cemented the alliance between 
Moscow and Damascus further, with the former sending a warship to the 
Mediterranean and threatening to halt a “deconfliction” channel, a hot line 
between the Russian and U.S. defence ministries to avoid direct confrontation in 
Syria 

5. USA expected move: 

• Trump could have waited for the UN to complete its probe into the chemical 
attack in Khan Shaykhun before initiating military action, while simultaneously 
working to build a consensus on Syria at the UN Security Council 

• The U.S. and other countries could also have put more pressure on Moscow to rein 
in Mr. Assad, and offered support to the peace process backed by Russia and 
Turkey 

• If the last six years of the deadly civil war in Syria offer a concrete lesson, it is that 
there are no quick fixes to this crisis that has political, sectarian and geopolitical 
dimensions 

• Removing Mr. Assad forcibly may sound purposeful, but it risks a direct 
confrontation between the U.S. and Russia and could result in the deaths and 
displacement of many more Syrians, triggering another wave of refugees 
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Source—The Hindu (pg None for the road ) 
1. CONCERN: The liquor trade, as the Supreme Court has underlined, is without a 

doubt res additional commercium, something outside the possibility of trade. 
2. It exists exclusively at the circumspection of policymakers with no attending major 

right that different organizations appreciate. 
3. The fact of the matter was refered to by the court while requesting that alcohol 

deals be restricted inside 500 meters from national and State interstates. 
4. Forcing limitations on the area of alcohol outlets, applying them in a differential 

way to distributes, lodgings and independent bars is without a doubt an legislative 
choice. It is conceivable to contend that the executive will be careless in 
requirement, degenerate in permitting or too income driven to stress over the 
social expenses of its choices. 

5. In any case, is that reason enough for the judiciary to force standards without 
respect to the issues that they may offer ascent to? To be perfectly honest, the 
appropriate response is no. 

6. The request has descended like a heavy hammer not just on the alcohol distributes 
and the accommodation division additionally on the incomes of State 
governments, on the matter of inns and bars, and the tourism capability of many 
parts of the nation. 

7. One may revile or giggle away these moves to evade the request; yet they can be 
additionally observed as urgent reactions from those dreading loss of salary, 
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employments and business. The court ought to have the astuteness and the 
humility to look at the outcomes of its request and do the essential thing — 
correct it. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Clarity and facts on the ground) 
1. Issue: There are several conflicting accounts of precisely what transpired when 

senior advocate Shyam Divan made a request late in March for an early hearing of 
a batch of petitions that question the validity of the unique identification scheme, 
implemented through the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other 
Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 — or the Aadhaar Act 

2. Concern: The next morning’s newspapers each produced their own versions: in the 
narration of some, the court made it clear that Aadhaar ought not to be made 
mandatory for welfare schemes; others reported that the court had also expressly 
clarified that Aadhaar could, in fact, be imposed in relation to certain state 
directives. 

3. SC stand: Let us take Income Tax returns. Is this a benefit? No, we don’t think so,” 
the Chief Justice of India, J.S. Khehar, sitting along with Justices D.Y. Chandrachud 
and S.K. Kaul, said “You can ask someone to have a bank account on the basis of 
Aadhaar. That is not a benefit. But if you want to make it mandatory for a poor 
person in a village to get his meagre pension, that could mean extending a 
benefit… For benefits, it (Aadhaar) cannot be pressed… for non-benefits, it can be 
done.” 

4. Background: For close to 19 months, the petitions challenging Aadhaar have been 
stuck in an administrative logjam. In August 2015, at the bidding of the Union of 
India, a three-judge bench headed by Justice J. Chelameswar ruled that there was 
substantial confusion on whether the Constitution guaranteed citizens a right to 
privacy, and therefore that the case had to be placed before a larger bench, of an 
appropriate strength to be determined by the CJI. The bench also added 
(something which the court reiterated again in October that year) that it would be 
desirable to have the case finally heard at the earliest, having regard to its 
importance. But, all these months later, with Aadhaar becoming more and more 
entrenched in the Government’s grand plan, we are no closer to having a bench 
constituted to decide the legal challenge to the scheme. 

5. Concern: 

• In a few months’ time, millions more would have enrolled with the Unique 
Identification Authority of India, submitting their biometric data, with a view to 
staying clear of the long arm of the country’s punitive laws. Given that there is still 
no authoritative ruling from the Supreme Court on whether the state’s present 
acts in extending the use of Aadhaar constitutes a contempt of the court’s 
previously granted interim orders, it is also quite plausible that the government is 
far from finished 

• India would have taken an irredeemable step towards becoming a surveillance 
state, and the question of whether we actually have a constitutionally protected 
right to privacy would be all but moot. 

6. Delays in constitutional judgment, as K.M. Munshi, a member of the Constituent 
Assembly, had pointed out in a draft note in 1947, can have deep and perilous 
consequences on fundamental rights. “It is of the highest importance that the 
question whether a law is valid or not must be decided at the earliest moment 
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7. Most constitutional courts around the world are acutely aware of these dangers. 
Even recently, there are notable examples from other jurisdictions where courts 
have fast-tracked certain cases with a view to ensuring that the questions they 
raise aren’t consigned to theory 

8. Comparing India’s Supreme Court to other constitutional courts around the world 
can be a difficult and even tedious exercise. There’s no question that our judiciary 
is fraught with an overflowing docket. But can there really be any excuse for a 
failure to rule punctually on live conflicts between the state and the citizenry? 
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Source—the Hindu (pg Russia - a forgotten trade partner?) 
1. News: the world’s largest democracy, India, and the biggest country by area, 

Russia, are celebrating the 70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic 
relations between them.  

2. About relation:  

• Russia continues to be among India’s major politico-diplomatic and defence 
partner nations.  

• While India has inked separate strategic partnership pacts with more than two 
dozen countries, the Indian and Russian governments in December 2010 elevated 
their bilateral ‘Strategic Partnership’ to what they termed a “Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership.” 

• both the countries have set a target to raise bilateral trade to $30 billion by 2025 
and increase bilateral investment from $10 billion to $15 billion 

• The September 2016 meeting of the India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission 
on Trade, Economic, Scientific, Technological and Cultural Cooperation had 
identified expeditious implementation of the International North South Transport 
Corridor (INSTC) project as well as the launch of the ‘Green Corridor’ project for 
Customs facilitation (by easing Customs norms) as what would be major steps 
towards better connectivity and trade facilitation. According to the RIS, the INSTC 
— a multi-modal transportation route connecting the Indian Ocean and Persian 
Gulf to the Caspian sea through Iran and onward to Northern Europe through St. 
Petersburg in Russia — will enhance trade and investment linkages between these 
regions. 

3. Analysis:  

• Russia emerges as the most important strategic partner of India (followed by the 
U.S., France, the U.K., Germany and Japan in that order) 

• Russia had provided strong political and diplomatic support to India and helped 
enormously in building India’s defence capability. 

•  However,  the “economic content of the (India-Russia) partnership is extremely 
weak,” and recommended that “urgent and vigorous steps need to be taken to 
improve economic relations if this (India-Russia) partnership is to be sustained and 
made durable.” 

• New Delhi and Moscow are renewing efforts to bolster their seven-decade-old 
relationship regardless of the perception of India’s increasing closeness to the U.S., 
Russia’s growing friendship with China and even with Pakistan especially in the 
context of defence and strategic partnership, as well as criticism that India and 
Russia are neglecting the glory of their past ties due to their preoccupation with 
other parts of the world.  
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• In June this year, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is slated to take part as the 
Chief Guest in the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum — also known as 
the ‘Russian Davos’ after the World Economic Forum, which is an international 
organisation whose flagship annual meeting is held in Davos, Switzerland. 

4. Concern: India-Russia trade ties have been below-potential and lopsided (in favour 
of Russia) as it is primarily a buyer-seller relationship and not one based on 
collaborations through investments 

5. Way ahead:  

• Besides, if the emphasis continues to be on sectors such as defence, hydrocarbons 
and nuclear power, it would result in Russia gaining more. to ensure a balance, 
sectors such as IT/ITeS, pharmaceuticals and healthcare — where India has 
considerable strength — should also be encouraged, apart from seeking Russian 
investments in India in areas including defence manufacturing to push the ‘Make 
In India’ programme and in infrastructure and space technology to take forward 
the Smart City and Digital India initiatives respectively. 

• What would also help in boosting bilateral ties is trading in local currencies, setting 
up pipelines for direct gas delivery from Russia to India as well as 
operationalisation of the proposed $1-billion fund through India's National 
Investment & Infrastructure Fund and the Russian Direct Investment Fund for 
investment in infrastructure and technology projects. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Polygamy is not a religious practice, government tells SC) 
1. News: Centre to Supreme Court: Polygamy is not a religious practice, but 

rather a social custom or usage which the State can interfere with to ensure 
that Muslim women’s fundamental rights are not violated 

2. SC stand:  

• Practices such as polygamy cannot be described as being sanctioned by 
religion, inasmuch as historically, polygamy prevailed across communities 
for several centuries including the ancient Greeks and Romans, Hindus, 
Jews and Zoroastrians 

• It had less to do with religion and more to do with social norms at the time 

• In the Holy Koran as well, it appears that the prevalent or perhaps even 
rampant practice of polygamy in pre-Islamic society was sought to be 
regulated and restricted so as to treat women better than they were 
treated in pre-Islamic times 

• Constitutional provision: And since polygamy is a social custom and not a 
religious practice, it is not protected under Article 25 of the Constitution, 
which bars the State from interfering with someone’s religious belief 

• This is true also of nikah halala and triple talaq 
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• For the same reason, polygamy would amount to a custom or usage, which 
is “law” within the meaning of Article 13 and therefore subject to 
fundamental rights 

• Since a social practice cannot be held to be an integral part of a faith and 
belief or an “essential religious practice,” it has to satisfy the overarching 
constitutional goal of gender equality, gender justice and dignity 

• No reforms: Reforms have not happened in the practices followed by the 
Muslim community despite clear indications for over six and a half decades 

• And women who comprise a very sizeable proportion of the said Indian 
population remain extremely vulnerable, both socially as well as financially 

• Gender equality and the dignity of women are non-negotiable 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Govt. to get tough on traffic offences) 
1. News: The Lok Sabha cleared amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act 1988- 

the Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 2016 
2. Highlights of the bill: 

• Penalties: It will substantially increase the penalty for traffic violations and 
the penalties will also increase 10% each year 

• Licence: Allow learner’s driving licences to be issued online 

• The proposed law will also allow citizens to apply or renew a driving licence 
from any road transport office in the State. At present, citizens can only 
apply at the closest RTO 

• Renewal: The time limit for renewal of driving licence is proposed to be 
increased from one month to one year before and after the expiry date of 
the licence 

• However, if the application for driving licence renewal is made a year after 
its expiry, the applicant will have to undergo a driving test to get the licence 

• At present, a driving test is conducted only when a citizen applies for 
renewal of her licence five years after its expiry 

• Benefits: No bogus driving licences would be made and there would be no 
theft of the vehicles once there is e-governance 

• Contractors: Would be penalised for faulty road designs- will have to pay ₹1 
lakh as penalty if the faulty road design results in death or disability of a 
commuter 

• Fund: The penalty amount will go towards a new Motor Vehicles Accident 
Fund which will be used to treat persons injured in road accidents 

• Auto makers: Will have to pay a fine of up to ₹100 crore for alteration or 
retrofitting in vehicles that may be detrimental to the environment as well 
as for pedestrians and commuters 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Only Parliament can allow additions to OBC list) 
1. News: The Lok Sabha cleared The Constitution 102nd Amendment Bill 
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 2. Provisions: It grants constitutional status to the Backward Classes 
Commission, now called the National Commission for Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classe 

3. Any addition to the Central list of communities under the Other Backward 
Classes will have to be cleared through Parliament 

4. Benefits: It would ensure the rights of the Other Backward Classes, and give 
the National Commission for Backward Classes the constitutional 
safeguards enjoyed by the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Aadhaar must for web-access to Survey of India maps) 
1. News: The Survey of India has set up a web portal called Nakshe that allows 

3,000 of its 7,000 maps to be downloaded for free 
2. The only caveat is that one would require an Aadhaar number for such 

access 
3. The maps to be made available through the portal 

http://soinakshe.uk.gov.in/ will make it easier for residents of villagers and 
panchayats to readily access information 

4. Currently, organisations and people who want specific maps need to fill 
forms and sometimes visit the SoI. Several times, Ministries themselves had 
to pay to get certain maps 

5. New model: SoI is also developing a so-called Geoid model of the country 
6. This would make measurements of topography by satellite — the modern 

method — compatible with the traditional ground-based measures 
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Source—The Hindu (Why mobs have children, asks SC) 
1. Context: SC reacting to arguments by the J&K High Court Bar Association, 

which has filed a public interest litigation petition for a ban on pellet guns 
2. PIL: Security forces’ indiscriminate use of pellet guns against mobs in 

Jammu and Kashmir is creating a “nation of blind people” 
3. Supreme Court: Retorted by questioning the sense of humanity of the very 

people who form the mob and use children as cover while engaging security 
forces in pitched street battles 

4. What are children aged seven, nine and 14 years doing in a mob? Why are 
they placed in front of the mobs who confront security forces 

5. The age-group of those injured are from 13 to 20 and 20 to 24 years. Young 
students are the ones most injured 

6. SC advised the Bar Association against taking side 
7. Attorney General: About a 100 security personnel within the distance of 

two to three booths. Why do they do it on polling day? Election is a symbol 
of democracy 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Till the next port of call 
1. About  mission Jeanne d’Arc: 

• Mission Jeanne d’Arc is made up of the amphibious assault ship/landing 
platform dock (LPD), Mistral, and the frigate, Courbet 

• It called at the Mumbai port between March 29 and April 3, having set sail 
from the French military base in Djibouti before heading for Vietnam 

• It is for the third consecutive year that France has deployed this important 
mission in the Indian Ocean, the China Seas and the Pacific region 

2. Growing cooperation: 

• Along with combating terrorism, maritime security has become a priority of 
our defence and security cooperation 

• It greatly contributes to this cooperation given the threat of maritime 
terrorism 

• France has not forgotten the numerous victims the 2008 Mumbai attacks 
claimed, two of whom were French nationals 

3. About Varuna : 

• In 2015, the Carrier Strike Group (CSG) with the aircraft carrier, Charles de 
Gaulle, at its core, docked at Goa as part of our bilateral exercise, “Varuna” 

• On that occasion, the Indian Navy — one of the few to also possess an 
aircraft carrier — could train on the naval version of the Rafale, which the 
CSG forces are equipped with 

• At the end of this month, the next edition of the “Varuna” exercise will be 
held, this time off the French coast 

• Once again, significant assets will be mobilized 
4. Indo-France maritime dialogues: 

• In the meantime, India and France have held two high-level bilateral 
dialogues on maritime security in the Indian Ocean 

• They have signed their first White Shipping Agreement on January 18, 2017 

• Its operationalisation will be a significant step towards more ambitious 
exchanges and complex cooperation 

5. France’s interest in Indian Ocean: 

• France has significant interests in the Indian Ocean due to its overseas 
territory, Reunion Island, which is home to over a million French citizens 

• It has 2.8 million square kilometres of exclusive economic zone (i.e. more 
than 10% of the Indian Ocean’s surface), and the volume of sea traffic in 
this zone 

• Due to this, France has significant means in the Indian Ocean, whether 
deployed permanently or depending on requirement 

6. Interest in India: 

• India is France’s top strategic partner in Asia and its intention is to work 
towards making this relation fructify further alongside other partners in the 
region such as Australia, Japan, Singapore and Vietnam 

• We share, in particular, the same values of preserving the freedom of 
navigation and respecting the international law of the sea 

• Therefore, it is both natural and necessary that France and India do more 
together in the Indian Ocean to serve the shared interests of security 

• This cooperation will become one of the pillars of the strategic partnership 
between the two countries 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Mind the treatment gap) 
1. Context: The Mental Healthcare Bill, 2016, was passed in the Lok Sabha.  
2. Highlights of The Bill: 

• According to the Bill, every person will have the right to: 

• access mental health care operated or funded by the government; 

• good quality and affordable health care; 

• equality of treatment and protection from inhuman practices; 

• access to legal services; and 

• right to complain against coercion and cruelty 

• The Bill also empowers a mentally ill person to choose a treatment and 
her/his nominated representative 

• It decriminalises attempted suicide 

• The Bill further prohibits the use of electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) to 
mentally ill adults without the use of muscle relaxants and anaesthesia 

• It contains provisions for care, treatment and rehabilitation for those who 
have experienced severe stress and attempted suicide 

3. Criticism of the bill: 

• These are laudable and ambitious objectives as they address major 
concerns of mental health care 

• There have been some critiques drawing attention to the lack of funds, 
trained personnel, and insufficient emphasis on community care 

• The ground reality, however, suggests that these objectives are not just 
overambitious but an overkill 

• Whether legislation such as the Mental Healthcare Bill help overcome 
supply and demand barriers seems highly unlikely 

• Since the root causes lie in pervasive negative attitudes, massive neglect of 
mental health care, rampant abuse and unchecked inhuman practices, and 
weak redressal and enforcement mechanisms 

4. Challenge 

• Poor infrastructure, low funds: The Global Burden of Disease Study shows 
that in 2013, 50% of all disease burden in India was caused by non-
communicable diseases, while mental disorders accounted for about 6% of 
the total disease burden A third of this is due to depression, which also 
significantly contributes to suicide and ischaemic heart disease Worse, 
suicide is a leading cause of death in people in India aged 15-29 There are 
only 43 government-run mental hospitals across all of India to provide 
services to more than 70 million people living with mental disorders. There 
are 0.30 psychiatrists, 0.17 nurses, and 0.05 psychologists per 1,00,000 
mentally ill patients in the country 

• Bareilly mental hospital: The case of the Bareilly mental hospital — one of 
three major mental hospitals in Uttar Pradesh — is stunning In this hospital, 
350 patients can be admitted and around 200 patients can attend the out-
patient department every day But all these patients would be at the mercy 
of only one psychiatrist! 

• Funds at macro level: At the macro level, the proposed health expenditure 
of 1.2% of GDP in the Budget for 2017-18 is among the lowest in the world 
In real terms, public health expenditure has consistently declined since 
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2013-14. Of the total health budget, a mere 1-2% is spent on mental health. 
This is a small part of the explanation of the inadequacy and abysmal quality 
of mental health services in India 

• Social perceptions and stigmas: There is a pervasive perception that those 
with mental illnesses are pathological or even criminal. Hence, they do not 
deserve the type of rehabilitation given to those with physical ailments 
Besides, the treatment gap (the difference between those suffering from 
mental illnesses and those seeking medical/psychiatric care) is widened 
because of the social stigma attached to such illnesses In fact, many poor 
people hide their illnesses and endanger their lives. Others argue that it is 
not so much stigma but ignorance and lack of knowledge, myths, and 
supernatural beliefs that impede treatment. Women typically face larger 
treatment gaps as they are vulnerable to violence, sexual abuse and 
inhuman treatment 

• Treatment towards women:Ethnographic evidence from the Human Rights 
Watch Report 2014 relating to women inpatients is gruesome. Often, all 
women and girls were admitted without their consent and, as the team left, 
they cried out in despair. Unable to cope with mentally ill relatives, families 
often abandon them in mental hospitals and elsewhere 

• some women were not even informed that ECT was being administered 

• Psychiatric nurses admitted that ECT was administered not just on violent 
and suicidal patients but also on new admissions who tend to be 
unmanageable 

• Women and girls with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities in institutions 
are often subject to not just physical and verbal abuse but also sexual 
violence 

• Some women went to a hospital for three months and returned one month 
pregnant. Not a single FIR was filed 

• Government hospitals refuse to admit “mentally ill” persons in the ICU on 
the grounds that this facility could be put to better use. A woman suffering 
from breast cancer for two-three years was denied treatment and 
subsequently died 

5. Shift to community-based care: 

• An emphatic case could be made for shifting from institutional care to 
community-based care for people suffering from mental disorders 

• A study published in The Lancet Psychiatry, 2017 offers corroborative 
evidence from VISHRAM (the Vidharbha Stress and Health Programme), 
which is a community-based mental health initiative 

• The reduction in the treatment gap was due to increased supply of mental 
health services through front-line workers and their collaborative linkage 
with the physicians and psychiatrists in the facilities, as well as increased 
demand for mental health services due to improved mental health literacy 

• The substantial reduction in the median cost of care resulted from 
availability of general as well as specialist services in the village itself 

6. Way ahead:The Bill seeks to address major lacunae in mental health care 
and is thus an important step forward. However, its implementation will 
require substantially larger public resources and, more importantly, 
restructuring of mental healthcare services with a key role for the 
community in their provision, rapid expansion of mental health literacy, 
effective monitoring and enforcement of the objectives envisioned in it 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Transformative visit 
1. Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s assurance to visiting Bangladesh 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of an “early resolution” to the Teesta water 
dispute has firmly brought the elephant in the room to the fore 

2. Analysis of the above statement: 

• It defined both India’s commitment to the Teesta water-sharing agreement 
and the Central government’s commitment to working with the West 
Bengal government to conclude the agreement for which the framework 
was initiated in 2011 

• The holdout is clearly political; hence the resolution will only come from 
political dialogue, and must be forged quickly 

• Both governments would do well to understand the advice hidden in Sheikh 
Hasina’s message during a speech where she praised “all parties and all 
politicians” for coming together and clearing the land boundary agreement 
(LBA), to swap enclaves India and Pakistan held in each other’s territory, in 
2015 

• “Like in 1971, the entire Indian people came together for Bangladesh for it 
[LBA],” Ms. Hasina said, stressing the need for bipartisanship to prevail in 
ties 

• Credit for the strength of the relationship should go also to the previous 
Manmohan Singh government 

• Singh and Ms. Hasina expended significant political capital to transform ties, 
particularly on cooperation on terrorism, and the frameworks for the land 
swap and water-sharing arrangements 

3. Other MoUs signed: 

• It is to the credit of both Mr. Modi and Ms. Hasina that India and 
Bangladesh were able to make progress on other issues such as energy 
cooperation and connectivity, signing a total of 22 agreements, with 
another 14 in the field of private investment and MoUs 

• The MoU on a framework for defence cooperation essentially formalised 
existing arrangements for defence exchanges, military training and high-
level defence visits, while the agreement of cooperation on peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy endorsed the existing training programmes for Bangladeshi 
scientists at Indian facilities 

4. India’s investments: 

• India’s announcement of further lines of credit of $5 billion, including $500 
million for defence purchases, the largest such LoC extended to any country 
so far, is important 

• In a context where connectivity is the new currency to extend one’s 
influence and where China is taking the lead with its Belt & Road initiative, 
India has chosen well to extend funds to rebuild old railway lines, and 
construct bridges, power plants, ports and roads in Bangladesh 

• Plans to revive inland waterway channels are also under way, and hold the 
potential to increase connectivity with Nepal and Bhutan 

• Not only will these measures strengthen the bonds with Bangladesh, with 
which India shares its longest international border as well as historical 
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bonds, they will help India connect to itself, to the benefit especially of the 
northeastern States 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Australian uranium to arrive soon) 
1. News: Australia will start supplying uranium to India “as soon as possible”, the 

visiting Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull, said 
2. Australia’s promise on uranium was announced even as both countries signed 

six agreements, including one on countering terrorism. 
3. the passage of the Civil Nuclear Transfers to India Act in the Australian 

Parliament, opening up opportunities for Australia to support Indian energy 
generation. Australia has about 40 per cent of the world’s uranium reserves 
and exports nearly 7,000 tonnes of yellow cake annually.  

4. Both sides agreed to extend bilateral engagement to the Asia- Pacific region. In 
this context, a joint statement issued at the end of the meeting agreed to hold 
a bilateral maritime exercise named AUSINDEX in the Bay of Bengal in 2018 and 
also pledged to hold a joint exercise of the Special Forces later this year. Both 
sides welcomed the decision for the first bilateral Army-to-Army exercise later 
this year. 

5. Common interest: As part of the emerging Asia-Pacific focus of India-Australia 
ties, the joint statement took a firm position against China’s growing presence 
in the South China Sea region and said, “Both leaders recognised that India and 
Australia share common interests in ensuring maritime security and the safety 
of sea lines of communication. Both leaders recognised the importance of 
freedom of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful commerce, as well as 
resolving maritime disputes by peaceful means. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Healthcare needs innovative funding’) 
1. Issue: Conventional modes of resource mobilisation must be aided by an 

innovative funding mechanism to improve healthcare investments in India 
2. Solution: 

• funding should be mobilised from pension funds and that investments should 
be routed through public-private partnership and long-term debt. 

• also funding through business trust entities such as Real Estate Investment 
Trusts along with funds sourced through bilateral investment treaties. 

3. Stats:  

• FDI in the sector has significantly increased in the last three years. However, 
healthcare expenditure’s share in GDP remained around 1.6% in FY16 and 
innovative funding modes would support the target of taking it to 2.5% by 
2030.” 

• It has also highlighted the fact that private equity deals were supporting 
funding in the sector and the value of transactions had increased from $94 
million in 2011 to $1.28 billion in 2016, a jump of 13.5 times. 

4. Challenge: Access to capital has been one of the biggest roadblocks to the 
growth of the Indian healthcare sector 
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5. Concern: Today, the Indian government spends only about 1.5% of its GDP on 
healthcare, which is among the lowest globally for any country 

6. Way ahead: While the opportunity for improvement of health services in India 
is huge, it is for the government and the entire healthcare ecosystem to work 
together so that benefits percolate to the segment that require them the most 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Pivot to the Indo-Pacific) 
1. Context:Two recent visits to India by foreign dignitaries underscore the gradually 

evolving foreign policy priorities of Indian diplomacy. The visits of Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull to 
India this week exemplify not only the country’s rising global profile but also its 
growing stakes in the larger Indo-Pacific 

2. Analysis: 

• India’s role as a security provider is visible in the Delhi-Dhaka joint statement 

• This has stressed the need for greater military-to-military training and exchanges 

• It has complimented the armed forces for their professional conduct during joint 
search and rescue operations in the Bay of Bengal leading to the rescue of a large 
number of fishermen from both sides 

• the defence relationship was the highlight of Ms. Hasina’s visit to Delhi this time as 
it included a memorandum of understanding on a defence framework, and a $500 
million line of credit (LoC) for defence procurement by the Bangladesh military 
forces, the largest such LoC India has extended to any country so far 

• What makes this line of credit more significant is that Bangladesh will not be 
bound to use it to source its supplies only from Indian companies 

• This is India’s way to reposing confidence in the Hasina government that it will not 
challenge New Delhi’s vital interests 

3. Sharing economic growth: 

• India is also ready to demonstrate it keenness to share its economic growth with 
its regional partners 

• It is extending a $4.5 billion line of credit to Bangladesh, over and above the 
existing $2.8 billion line, to fund around 17 infrastructure projects 

• These include port upgradation work at the Mongla, Chittagong and Payra ports 

• Given the critical need for enhancing connectivity in South Asia, India is pushing 
for early implementation of the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) Motor 
Vehicles Agreement, aimed at facilitating seamless transport of goods over land 
customs stations 

• Bus and train services between Kolkata and Khulna have been started, and there 
are plans to revive inland waterway channels 
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4. Cooperation among the neighbours: 

• Modi used his political capital to push through the land boundary agreement 
(LBA), to swap enclaves India and Bangladesh held in each other’s territory, in 
2015 

• He is working towards mitigating differences on the critical Teesta water sharing 
pact 

• Hasina has been equally responsive to Indian concerns 

• Bangladesh is taking serious steps to deal a decisive blow to separatist Indian 
insurgent organisations such as ULFA and the National Democratic Front of 
Bodoland 

• There is now greater convergence between India and Bangladesh on dealing with 
fundamentalist forces such as the Harkat-ul-Jihad al-Islami, the Jama’atul 
Mujahideen Bangladesh and Harkat-ul-Ansar 

• For her commitment to strong Delhi-Dhaka ties, Ms. Hasina has faced a lot of 
opposition at home 

• Given the size and scale of India, it inevitably becomes part of the domestic 
political milieu in its neighbouring states 

• So it will always have to trudge cautiously in South Asia where suspicions about 
New Delhi’s intentions run high 

• But the more India is seen to be reciprocating its neighbours grievances, the better 
chances it will have of mitigating these tensions 

5. For a larger Indian role: 

• The other way out for India is to enhance its engagements in the larger Indo-
Pacific, thereby getting out of the straitjacket of being a “mere” South Asian power 

• New Delhi’s success in engaging countries such as Japan, Australia, Vietnam, 
Malaysia and Indonesia in recent years is testament to the growing demand in the 
region for a larger Indian role and presence 

• Turnbull’s visit to Delhi this week once again showed that India is now widely 
perceived to be a strong and credible regional force 

6. Mr. Turnbull’s visit: 

• The two countries pledged to enhance maritime cooperation as they underlined 
“the importance of freedom of navigation and overflight, unimpeded lawful 
commerce, as well as resolving maritime disputes by peaceful means, in 
accordance with international law, including UNCLOS (United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea)” 

• Defence cooperation once again is at the centre of this relationship with the 
decision to hold a bilateral maritime exercise named AUSINDEX in 2018 

• A bilateral exercise of the Special Forces will be held later this year, while the first 
bilateral army-to-army exercise will also take place in 2018 

• The two countries should now prioritise the conclusion of the Comprehensive 
Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) at the earliest to give economic heft to 
their growing security interactions 
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Source—The Hindu (pg9 More robots, fewer jobs?) 
1. Context: 

• Our burgeoning young population is clearly struggling for jobs, despite being in the 
world’s fastest growing economy 
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• More than 30% of Indians aged 15-29 are neither in employment nor in any 
training or education, according to a recent survey by the OECD 

• This added to the gloomy state of employment, for only in March the All India 
Council for Technical Education had said that more than 60% of the eight lakh 
engineers graduating from technical institutions across the country every year 
remain unemployed 

2.  challenge: 

• Bridging this employment gap could become an insurmountable challenge thanks 
to the growing integration of machine learning and artificial intelligence (AI)-based 
technologies and robotics in all our core industrial sectors 

• Various automation technologies are in the process of overhauling the mass 
employment-generating but low-skilled blue-collar labour markets 

• They could also threaten skilled white-collar workers 

• For instance, JP Morgan Chase and Co. recently developed a programme called 
COIN, a learning machine that interprets legal agreements in just a few seconds, a 
task that consumed 3,60,000 work hours for lawyers and loan officers annually 

• Similarly, an American medical school tested IBM’s AI technology Watson to 
analyse 1,000 cancer diagnoses 

• In 99% of the cases, Watson was able to recommend treatment plans that 
matched the suggestions of well-renowned oncologists 

• Stats: Suddenly, the World Economic Forum’s estimate that automation threatens 
almost 69% of the existing jobs in India seems like a conservative number 

• Machines decreased costs and prices, boosted demand, and created more 
employment opportunities 

• In India, for instance, as jobs started dwindling in farms, more productive sectors 
like manufacturing and services emerged 

3. Creating employment opportunities: 

• Lately, we have been inept in creating new employment-generating sectors 

• Machines are systematically cutting down the workforce requirements in the 
principal labour-generating triumvirate of agricultural, manufacturing and services 
sectors 

• This will be one of our foremost challenges 

• Even if we rise up to it, a majority of the jobs absorbing our labour requirements 
will be ones that do not currently exist 

• If most of our future jobs are expected to come from the services sector, it is also 
imperative to impart social and communication skills along with the requisite 
domain expertise to ensure the creation of a market-ready workforce 

• The success of the Modi government’s Skill India mission will turn out to be vital in 
the prevention of social inequalities that are bound to arise because of our current 
unemployment trajectory 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Kulbushan Jadhav death sentence: Risky, ill-considered) 
1. Context: 

• Pakistan’s sudden announcement on Monday that former Indian naval officer 
Kulbhushan Jadhav has been sentenced to death by a Field General Court Martial 

• It could lead to a rapid escalation in bilateral tensions that the region can ill afford 
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• Pakistan claims that Mr. Jadhav, who was allegedly arrested in Balochistan last 
year, had been plotting operations against the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

2. concern: 

• The trial, sentencing, and its confirmation by the Pakistan Army chief, General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, were carried out so secretly that the news took many in 
Pakistan as well by surprise 

• His recorded confession that was broadcast at a press conference within weeks of 
his arrest in March 2016 appeared to have been splice. At various points in the 
tape, and in the transcript of the confession made available, Mr. Jadhav 
contradicts his own statements, suggesting that he had been tutored 

3. Investigation process: 

• Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj’s statement in Parliament details 13 requests by 
the government for consular access 

• The replies from the Pakistan government made the access conditional on India 
cooperating in the investigation, further casts the procedures followed in a rather 
poor light 

• International human rights agencies too have criticised them 
4. Timing: 

• The timing of the announcement of the death sentence is also being seen in a spy 
versus spy context, with the recent disappearance of a former Pakistan Army 
officer in Nepal 

• These are matters best left to security agencies at the highest level, but the 
questions around Mr. Jadhav’s arrest need to be dispelled 

5.  It will affect the bilateral relations 

• This escalation highlights the consequences of the breakdown in the India-Pakistan 
dialogue process, limiting the channels of communication between the two 
governments to sort out matters in a sober manner 

• The government has stood fast on its decision to not hold bilateral talks after the 
Pathankot attack in January 2016, but this policy is hardly likely to bring the 
desired results when a man’s life hangs in the balance 

6. Way ahead: 

• Jadhav must be allowed a retrial, preferably in a civil court and with recourse to 
appeal 

• New Delhi must step up its responses in the matter, as it seems to have kept it on 
the backburner, confining itself to fruitless, repeated representations 

• India must also pursue the issue with Iran, where Mr. Jadhav is believed to have 
been based for more than a decade, and investigate how he was brought, by force 
or otherwise, into Pakistan 

• The Jadhav case requires a proactive three-pronged response from India: 
impressing on Pakistan that the death sentence must not be carried out, 
explaining to the international community the flawed trial process, and sending 
interlocutors to open backchannels for diplomacy for Mr. Jadhav’s safe return 
home 
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Source—The Hindu (pg7 Banning online pre-natal sex determination content dangerous) 
1. news: SC asked A-G to effectively address the court on the question as to whether 

the ban on sex determination advertisements under Section 22 of the Pre-Natal 
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 and Pre-Conception Sex Diagnostic Techniques Act is restricted only to paid 
advertisements 

2. Supreme Court stand: 

• A general prohibition on all online content about pre-natal sex determination will 
curtail the fundamental right to know of a genuine information-seeker who is 
driven by curiosity 

• Pre-natal sex determination ads is an offence. But a general prohibitory order 
against all online information pertaining to sex determination is dangerous 

• It will be curtailing the right to know under Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution 
3. Attorney-General view: There is a distinction between the right to know of an 

information seeker and the purely commercial objectives of those who post online 
sex determination ads to make money 
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Source—The Hindu (18 global collaboration project Belle-II moves a step forward) 
1. Invention: The High Energy Accelerator Research Organisation (KEK) completed 

the much-awaited ‘rolling-in’ of the Belle-II experiment in Tsukuba, Japan 
2. Purpose: This experiment is designed to study violations of the Standard Model 

and dark matter 
3. Advantage: Belle-II has better sensitivity, some 50 times higher, than its 

predecessor, Belle 
4. Complementary to CERN: Complementary to the direct search experiments 

being carried out at the Large Hadron Collider in CERN, Belle-II will indirectly 
probe new physics using intense electron-positron beams and a sensitive 
detector 

5. Indian role: 

• A grand collaboration of 700 scientists from 23 countries, Belle-II has a 
significant Indian participation both on experimental and theoretical sides 

• The fourth layer of the six-layer, highly sensitive particle detector, which is at the 
heart of Belle-II, has been built by Indian scientists, led by Tariq Aziz and Gagan 
Mohanty, who are with the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), 
Mumbai 

• Indian scientists led by TIFR have built a part of the highly sensitive silicon vertex 
detector, which will be attached to the set up at a later date, now that the rest 
have been successfully integrated 

• Scientists from the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in Bhubaneswar, 
Chennai, Guwahati and Hyderabad; the Institute of Mathematical Sciences 
(IMSc), Chennai; Punjab University; Punjab Agricultural University; MNIT 
(Malaviya National Institute of Technology), Jaipur; IISER (Indian Institutes of 
Science Education and Research) Mohali; and TIFR, Mumbai, are participating in 
this research 
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Source—The Hindu (11 HIV law promises equality) 
1. News: Parliament unanimously passed the Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

(HIV) and Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) (Prevention and 
Control) Bill, 2017 

2. Signifance: 
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• The law provides a broad legislative framework for the response to HIV in India 
and is the first national HIV law in South Asia 

• Rights based: People living with HIV and AIDS are guaranteed equal rights in 
medical treatment, admission to educational institutions and jobs 

• Discrimination: The Bill lists various grounds on which discrimination against HIV-
positive persons and those living with them is prohibited 

• It prohibits discrimination against people living with, and affected by, HIV in a 
range of settings, including employment, education, housing and health care, as 
well as with regard to the holding of public or private office, access to insurance 
and freedom of movement 

• Unfair treatment: It also bans unfair treatment of people living with and affected 
by HIV with regard to accessing public facilities, such as shops, restaurants, 
hotels, public entertainment venues, public facilities and burial grounds 

• The Bill also prohibits any individual from publishing information or advocating 
feelings of hatred against HIV positive persons and those living with them. 

• UNAIDS: Welcoming the passage of the landmark legislation, UNAIDS said that 
the Bill would improve access to justice for People Living with HIV 

• This legislation begins to remove barriers and empowers people to challenge 
violations of their human rights 

3. Fact : India runs the second largest Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART) programme in 
the world 

4. Stats: The rate of new HIV infections has dropped by 67% from 2.5 lakh to 85,000 
and AIDS related deaths have declined to 54%, which is more than the global 
average 
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Source—The Hindu (pg1 Robotic hand rocks manufacturing cradle) 
1. Invention: Brabo: Designed and manufactured by TAL, a Tata Motors subsidiary 
2. About brabo: 

• It is touted as India’s first indigenously made industrial articulated robot for 
micro, small and medium enterprises 

• Part of the Make In India drive, it took TAL three years to develop it 

• Brabo can handle payloads of up to 10 kg, mapping it to human lifting potential 

• Its arm length was also chosen to compare well with that of a human 

• It can manage raw material as well as product packaging in the final stage 
3. Significance:  

• The introduction of India’s home-made robots will take ‘Make in India’ to a new 
level 

• The robots will ensure product quality is maintained, and this, in turn, will 
improve competitiveness 

• As a consequence, Indian industry at the small and medium enterprise level will 
grow 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 In a safer lane) 
1. Context: The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill passed by the Lok Sabha and is 

waiting for clearance in the Rajya Sabha 
2. changes proposed: 

• The Centre assumes a direct role in the reforms, since it will introduce guidelines 
that bind State governments in several area 

• Notably in creating: A framework for taxicab aggregators,Financing insurance to 
treat the injured and to compensate families of the dead in hit-and-run 
cases,Prescribing standards for electronically monitoring highways and urban 
roads for enforcement and Modernising driver licensing 

3. challenge: 

• There is a dire need to have clear rules and transparent processes in all these 
areas, since transport bureaucracies have remained unresponsive to the needs of 
a growing economy that is witnessing a steady rise in motorization 

• The bottleneck created by their lack of capacity has stifled regulatory reform in the 
transport sector and only encouraged corruption 

4. Concerns regarding the Act: 
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• There is some concern that the move to amend the MV Act overly emphasises the 
concurrent jurisdiction of the Centre at the cost of State powers 

• But the proposed changes come after a long consultation exercise 

• A group of State Transport Ministers went into the reform question last year, while 
the comprehensive recommendations of the Sundar Committee on road safety 
have been left on the back burner for nearly a decade 

5. analysis about penalties:  

• It may appear counter-intuitive, but research shows that imposing stricter 
penalties tends to reduce the level of enforcement of road rules 

• As the IIT Delhi’s Road Safety in India report of 2015 points out, the deterrent 
effect of law depends on the severity and swiftness of penalties, but also the 
perception that the possibility of being caught for violations is high 

• The amendments to the MV Act set enhanced penalties for several offences, 
notably drunken driving, speeding, jumping red lights and so on, but periodic and 
ineffective enforcement, which is the norm, makes it less likely that these will be 
uniformly applied 

• Without an accountable and professional police force, the ghastly record of traffic 
fatalities, which stood at 1,46,133 in 2015, is unlikely to change 

• On another front, State governments must prepare for an early roll-out of 
administrative reforms prescribed in the amended law, such as issuing learner’s 
licences online, recording address changes through an online application, and 
electronic service delivery with set deadlines 

• Indeed, to eliminate corruption, all applications should be accepted by transport 
departments online, rather than merely computerising them 

• Protection from harassment for good samaritans who help accident victims is 
something the amended law provides, and this needs to be in place 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Ending nuclear lawlessness) 
1. Context: 

• At the United Nations in New York, history was made as diplomats from about 130 
countries started formal talks on an international treaty to ban nuclear weapons 

2. The goal is simple: declare it illegal for any country to produce, possess, stockpile, 
deploy, threaten to use, or use nuclear weapons 

3. Diverse opinion: 

• Not surprisingly, none of the nine nuclear weapon countries showed up, India and 
Pakistan included 

• Numbers are not on the side of the nuclear weapons states, however 

• The U.S. Ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley, staged a public boycott outside the 
negotiating hall but managed to rally only a ragtag band of about 20 diplomats, 
mostly from Eastern Europe 

4. India  view: Ironically, it took an Indian Ambassador to inadvertently puncture this 
claim to nuclear privilege: “The language of privilege and entitlement has no place 
in today’s world” 

5. Background of these talks: 

• The nuclear weapons ban talks are the fulfilment of a long-standing demand that 
all countries deserve equal security 

• For decades, the world has pressed the handful of countries with nuclear weapons 
to free humanity from the nuclear danger 
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• The very first resolution at the UN, passed in 1946, called for a plan “for the 
elimination from national armaments of atomic weapons” 

6. Reason for the above move: 

• The driving force for the demand for a nuclear weapon-free world is a simple 
humanitarian impulse, the love and compassion for other human beings 

• Nuclear weapons are the ultimate means of mass destruction and history has 
shown their use brings immeasurable death and suffering 

• It was this realisation that led to the November 1961 UN General Assembly 
resolution that declared: “Any state using nuclear and thermonuclear weapons is 
to be considered as violating the Charter of the United Nations, as acting contrary 
to the laws of humanity, and as committing a crime against mankind and 
civilisation” 

• during the Cold War, the United States and the Soviet Union argued that the world 
was in a life or death  

7. evolution of talk: 

• The end of the Cold War offered the hope of a new start for the world 

• The UN General Assembly asked the International Court of Justice to rule on the 
legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons 

• In July 1996, the court issued an advisory opinion, with two key conclusions: 

• First, “the threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to the 
rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in particular the 
principles and rules of humanitarian law” 

• And, second, “there exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a 
conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under 
strict and effective international control” 

• The door opened to a nuclear weapons ban 

• In the 20 years since the court issued its judgment, countries with nuclear 
weapons have simply refused to comply 

• Rather than starting “negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament”, they have 
sought to block them, choosing to launch long-term costly programmes to 
maintain, modernise, and in some cases augment their nuclear arsenals 

8. Role of non-nuclear states: 

• Non-nuclear states and peace movement activists went back to basics 

• They launched an international effort to highlight nuclear weapons capacity to 
cause widespread suffering and indiscriminate harm 

• This won support from the majority of the world’s countries 

• At the Vienna Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons in 
2014, officials from 158 countries showed up 

• This process led to the adoption of a historic resolution at the UN last October “to 
negotiate a legally binding treaty to prohibit nuclear weapons, leading towards 
their total elimination” 

9. Role of India: 

• India and Pakistan abstained from the UN vote 

• India’s main argument was that nuclear disarmament talks should only happen at 
the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva 

• The reason was simple: the Conference on Disarmament works by consensus, 
which means any state can block progress 

• India used this feature to try to block the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
in 1996, and Pakistan now uses this power to stop talks on a treaty to ban the 
production of fissile materials for nuclear weapons 
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• Their prescription would mean continued inactivity on nuclear disarmament 
10. concern: 

• Most of the other nuclear weapons states, led by the U.S., did not try to hide 
behind diplomatic procedure. They simply insisted that the world wait for them to 
decide when they are ready to give up their nuclear weapons 

11. Conclusion:  

• After 70 years, the vast majority of countries around the world suspect that day 
may never come 

• Experience: After all, the world would never have banned slavery if we had to wait 
for all the slave owners to agree in advance that slavery was a bad thing and that 
they were ready to end it 

• Rather than waiting for that day, the nuclear weapon-free countries have decided 
to take matters into their own hands. Their first step is the ban treaty 

• It lays down a clear marker for what weapons the world thinks no state can seek, 
possess and use in wartime 

• This is how other weapons have been banned, be they chemical weapons, 
biological weapons, landmines, or cluster munitions 
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Source—The Hindu (pg8 Powering India-Nepal ties 
1. Context: 

• An important step in promoting electricity trade between India and Nepal took 
place on February 14 when Energy Secretary-level talks — known as the joint 
steering committee (JSC) meeting — concluded in Kathmandu 

• Here, it was decided to endorse the detailed project report of the 400 kV Butwal-
Gorakhpur cross-border transmission line 

• It follows the guidelines issued by India’s Ministry of Power for cross-border 
electricity trade on December 5, 2016 

2. A good opportunity for both: 

• This is an opportune moment to push for electricity trade with a long-term 
perspective 

• Nepal is short of power and will need to import power for some years to accelerate 
its economic growth 

• India has surplus capacity at present 

• In the years to come, it can fruitfully import flexible hydropower from Nepal to 
balance its fast growing renewable generation and also provide a market for 
Nepal’s electricity 

• With this market, Nepal’s hydro potential can be developed faster 

• India and Nepal have been talking about electricity trade and joint projects for 
many years now, but somehow these talks did not succeed 

• It was only in 2014 when India and Nepal signed a Power Trade Agreement that the 
doors opened for Nepal developers/traders to access the Indian power market 

• At first, Nepal was apprehensive that it would not get a fair deal trading with a 
large neighbour, but power is now traded in India on exchanges transparently and 
the price is known to all, thus assuaging some of Nepal’s apprehensions 

3. analysis: 

• Due to political uncertainty, the development of Nepal’s hydro potential has been 
delayed 
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• Out of an economically viable and technically feasible potential of 43.5 GW, only 
0.8 GW had been developed by March 2016 

• Thus, a great opportunity has been missed. By selling power to India, Nepal could 
have developed its economy at a faster rate 

• Bhutan has reaped the benefit of power export to India and its per capita income in 
purchasing power parity adjusted for international dollars increased from $475 in 
1980 to $7,860 in 2015. India’s was $5,730 in 2015 

4. Reason for Need for electricity: 

• In 2015, Nepal faced load-shedding of up to 16 hours a day during the dry season, 
when the available capacity of Nepal’s hydropower decreases to a third of installed 
capacity 

• Peak load outstripped domestic power generation capacity, causing serious power 
shortage, which was partly met with by import from India 

• Nepal’s electricity supply in 2015-16 was around 5,100 GWh, of which 3,300 GWh 
was domestic generation and remaining 1,758 GWh was import from India 

• Import has increased steadily from 746 GWh in 2011-12 to 1,758 GWh in 2015-16, 
an almost threefold increase 

• Nepal also exports electricity to India in some periods, although in very small 
quantity 

• Per capita electricity consumption in Nepal is one of the world’s lowest, at 119 kWh 
in 2012 

• It has an ambitious target of reaching 16,500 MW of hydro capacity by 2030, which 
includes the joint project with India at Pancheshwar 

5. Benefits to India: 

• Trade also benefits India 

• Meeting the evening peak in India when its large solar PV capacity would not be 
available becomes easier and cheaper 

• The gains in monetary terms are comparable for both Nepal and India 

• Therefore, the sooner Nepal develops its hydropower potential, the earlier the 
benefits 

• For electricity trade to materialise, policy, institutional and technical infrastructure 
are necessary 

• Building hydropower projects and transmission infrastructure is highly investment-
intensive 

• Without a stable, long-term conducive policy and an institutional environment in 
place, which ensures payment security, it is unlikely that investors will put their 
money in this risky business 

• Recently, the Indian government issued guidelines and draft notification on cross-
border electricity trade (CBET) policy to enable Indian/Nepal producers/traders to 
seamlessly exchange power with neighbouring nations 
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Source—The Hindu (pg14 Hold fiscal deficit at 3% of GDP till 19-20: NK Singh panel) 
1. Source: Report of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Review 

Committee chaired by former Revenue Secretary NK Singh 
2. It was set up to comprehensively review and give recommendations on the FRBM 

roadmap for future 
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3. The Centre can take a pause on the fiscal consolidation front over the next three 
years by maintaining a fiscal deficit to GDP ratio of 3% till 2019-20 

4. Reaching a fiscal deficit to GDP ratio of 2.8% in 2020-21, 2.6% the next year and 
2.5% in 2022-23 

5. Background: Govt has set a fiscal deficit target of 3.2% of GDP in 2017-18, 
marginally better than the 3.5% clocked last year 

6. The FRBM law enacted in 2003 had originally envisaged attaining a fiscal deficit of 
3% of GDP by 2008-09, but amendments over the years had revised the year for 
achieving the same target to 2017-18 

7. Deviation: Deviations from the stipulated fiscal targets should not be more than 
0.5% 

8. RBI: Governor Urjit Patel was not in favour of such a large deviation & was inclined 
to only permit a 0.3% deviation from the target 

9. Escape clause: Allow the government to skip the fiscal deficit target for a particular 
year, in situations that include national security concerns, acts of war, national 
calamities, a collapse of the agriculture sector and far-reaching structural reforms 
with unanticipated fiscal implications 

10. The escape clause can also be triggered if real output growth in the economy slips 
by 3 percentage points from the average of the previous four quarters 

11. Buoyancy clause: So that fiscal deficit must fall atleast 0.5% below the target if real 
output grows 3% faster than the average of the last four quarters 

12. New law: The existing FRBM Act and rules be scrapped and a new Debt and Fiscal 
Responsibility Act be adopted 

13. Council: The creation of a Fiscal Council that the government must consult before 
invoking escape clauses 
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Source—The Hindu (pg15 Panel to suggest norms for Bitcoins, virtual currencies) 
1. Committee: The department of economic affairs in the Ministry of Finance has 

constituted an inter- disciplinary committee chaired by Special Secretary (Economic 
Affairs) 

2. Aim: To examine the existing framework for virtual currencies and to close the 
regulatory gaps to keep a check on virtual currencies, including Bitcoins 

3. It will have representatives from the departments of revenue and financial services 
and the ministries of home Affairs as well as electronics and Information 
Technology 

4. It will also include experts from the RBI, the central government’s think tank NITI 
Aayog and the country’s largest bank, State Bank of India. 

5. The panel has been asked to submit its report within three months 
6. Terms of reference: To take stock of the present status of Virtual Currencies both in 

India and the world over 
7. To examine the existing regulatory and legal structures governing them and suggest 

measures for dealing with such currencies 
8. To examine how to cope with money laundering opportunities as well as consumer 

protection concerns that could arise from the use of virtual currencies 
9. Background: The circulation of Virtual Currencies which are also known as 

Digital/Crypto Currencies has been a cause of concern 
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10. RBI has also cautioned users, holders and traders of virtual currencies (VCs), 
including Bitcoins, about the potential financial, operational, legal, customer 
protection and security related risks that they are exposing themselves to 

11. Advisory: In its latest advisory issued this February, the RBI had said it has not given 
any licence or authorisation to any entity or company to operate such schemes or 
deal with Bitcoin or any virtual currency 

12. As such, any user, holder, investor, trader, etc. dealing with Virtual Currencies will 
be doing so at their own risk 
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Source—The Hindu (pg10 National Lok Adalat settles over 6 lakh cases in one day) 
1. News: The Second National Lok Adalat for 2017, conducted throughout the country 

from taluk level courts to High Courts, has settled nearly 6.6 lakh cases 
2. Out of this, 3.68 lakh cases have been reduced from court pendency and about 2.92 

lakh cases were settled even before they could be filed in courts 
3. The cases ranged from matrimonial disputes, partition suits, civil matters, cheque 

bounce cases, motor accident claims, revenue disputes pending in courts, criminal 
compoundable cases and service matters pertaining to pension, retrial benefits, etc. 

4. The NALSA, under Justice Misra, has decided to organise bi-monthly National Lok 
Adalats for both pending and pre-litigative cases 

5. Culture of settlement: Lok Adalats are setting up a “culture of settlement” 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Centre files curative plea on AFSPA) 
1. Govt asked the Supreme Court to urgently reconsider its July 2016 verdict which 

ripped open the cloak of immunity and secrecy provided by the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act of 1958 (AFSPA) to security forces for deaths caused during 
encounters in disturbed areas 

2. 2016 verdict: SC had held that “there is no concept of absolute immunity from trial 
by a criminal court” if an Army man has committed an offence 

3. Every death caused by security forces in a disturbed area, even if the victim was a 
dreaded criminal or a militant or a terrorist or an insurgent, should be thoroughly 
inquired into to address any allegation of use of excessive or retaliatory force 

4. Govt (Curative petition): The judgment has become a fetter on security forces 
involved in anti-militancy operations 

5. The court ought to have appreciated that the principles of right to self-defence 
cannot be strictly applied while dealing with militants and terrorist elements in a 
hostile and unstable terrain 

6. The court ought to have taken into account the complexity and the reality of the 
conduct of military operations and tactics, especially while combating terrorists 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Global interest in PSLV soars) 
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1. The Indian PSLV (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) has received more than double its 
normal share of inquiries from prospective customers ever since it launched a record 
104 satellites in a single flight in February 

2. A world best, 101 small foreign commercial spacecraft were taken up at once in that 
feat, catapulting the PSLV’s overall commercial tally to 180 

3. Steps taken: ISRO is also ramping up availability of the PSLVs Antrix has asked for 
two dedicated PSLVs a year for doing fully commercial launches 

4. Small + LEO: The PSLV, with a near impeccable 37 successes in 39 flights is a clear 
leader in the category of rockets that lift small satellites to low Earth orbits or LEOs 

5. These satellites weigh up to 500 kg and must be placed in polar orbits 500 km from 
Earth 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Poll panel throws open challenge to hack EVMs ) 

1. News 

• The electoral body has thrown an open challenge to all those alleging that the EVMs 

used by the Election Commission were tampered with in the recent Assembly 

elections or that they could be hacked, asking them to prove the allegations. 

• Computer experts and political leaders would be invited to the demonstration site 

and they could use their skills to show whether the machines could be tampered 

with. 

2. Background : The move comes days after the Opposition parties met the Election 

Commission (EC) and requested to replace EVMs with paper ballots, as people had 

“lost trust” in the efficacy of the machines. After the Uttar Pradesh and Punjab 

elections, the Opposition parties have on several occasions alleged that the EVMs 

were tampered. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg1 Come May, petrol, diesel prices to change daily in 5 cities) 

1. News: May 1 onwards, petrol and diesel prices will change every day in sync with 

international rates( practice in most advanced markets ). 

2. State-owned fuel retailers — Indian Oil Corp. (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corp. Ltd. 

(BPCL) and Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd. (HPCL), — which own over 95% of
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 the nearly 

58,000 fuel outlets in the country, are likely to launch a pilot scheme for daily price 

revision in five select cities and gradually extend it all over the country. 

3. Pump rates will reflect daily movement in international oil prices and rupee-U.S. 

dollar fluctuations. 

4. Present practice: State fuel retailers currently revise rates on the 1st and 16th of 

every month, based on average international price in the preceding fortnight and 

the currency exchange rate.  

5. Key facts 

• Petrol price was freed from government control in June 2010 

• Diesel rates were deregulated in October 2014. 

• Oil companies have the freedom to revise rates but often they have been guided by 

political  
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Source—The Hindu (pg On a glide path?) 
1. Context: 

• Hiking fuel prices at petrol pumps is such a politically fraught exercise that there is 
even a hesitation to decrease prices so as to safeguard against a possible spike in 
global petroleum rates in the future 

• It is worth watching, therefore, how the proposed pilot project by the three public 
sector oil marketing companies — Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan 
Petroleum — proceeds as an effort to reform the pricing mechanism 
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2. New method: 

• Starting next month, in select cities, fuel prices at the pump point will be reset 
daily in tandem with global oil price movements 

• Till the project’s outcomes are assessed, the rest of the country will continue with 
the existing system, under which petrol and diesel prices are calibrated generally 
on a fortnightly basis 

• If one considers the latest price change effected by oil companies (a ₹3.77 
reduction per litre in the price of petrol accompanied by a ₹2.91 cut for diesel on 
March 31), the case for a daily price reset makes eminent sense 

3. Earlier practice: 

• It is illogical for an economy integrated with the global financial and commodity 
markets to keep fuel prices unchanged for as much as a fortnight 

• Aligning prices daily and spreading out the degree of change will lessen the impact 
on consumers, on both the upside and the downside 

• Marginal changes in the daily price of fuel will not make or break consumer 
confidence or fuel inflationary expectations, at least because of oil costs, as it 
currently does 

• A more gradual ascent or descent in fuel prices, rather than abrupt shifts over 
randomly selected intervals, makes good sense, given how closely our fiscal 
outlook is tied to oil price movements 

4. In the previous years: 

• The United Progressive Alliance government had freed the regulation of petrol 
prices in late 2010 

• And the National Democratic Alliance government followed through by liberating 
diesel prices within six months of assuming office in 2014 

5. Necessity of such dismantling: 

• Such dismantling was necessary as previous attempts at abandoning the 
administered price mechanism for India’s largely import-dependent consumption 
of petroleum products never really took off, even as subsidies distorted the system 
further 

• The fortnightly system of price resets for both fuels has been followed over the 
last three years 

• The latest price cuts came after more than two months of no change, overlapping 
with the Assembly elections in five States 

• A transparently formulated and dynamic pricing regime would hopefully prevent 
such distortionary coincidences in the future 

• It would also allow private companies to compete with the PSU oil marketers, 
which today control 95% of fuel outlets 

6. What the government should do? 

• The government, on its part, must start winding down the extremely high 
petroleum product taxes imposed since June 2014, when oil prices began to fall, 
along with its energy subsidy liabilities  
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Source—The Hindu (pg Do we need a film censor?) 
1. This question has three perspectives: 
2. First perspective: Censorship has no space in a mature democracy. The jury is 

out, though, on the kind of democracy we are 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

 a. Context: 

• Cinema as an art form has always drawn a disproportionate interest from the 
Indian state and the judiciary 

• The Supreme Court went on to cite an academic study according to which 
“continual exposure to films of a similar character” would significantly affect the 
attitude of an individual or a group 

• On this basis, the Supreme Court deemed pre-censorship necessary 
b. The Colonial Hangover: 

• The Rangarajan judgment gave a final stamp of judicial approval to the notion of a 
nanny state, treating its audiences as infantile subjects, to be shepherded carefully 
through the treacherous universe of cinema 

• The Cinematograph Act of 1952 was derived from colonial censorship laws 

• But the world has changed dramatically: audiences no longer run out of movie 
halls like they did watching The Arrival of a Train, fearful of the locomotive 
advancing towards the 

• Even if ‘the masses’ were somehow extra ‘gullible’ in the India of the 1960s, the 
average ‘visual literacy level’ has gone up dramatically in this age of 24×7 TV, 
YouTube and video-selfie 

• The state considers every citizen rational enough to make serious, life-affecting 
decisions like who to vote for (at 18), who to marry (at 21), what career to choose, 
investments to make etc but, cross the threshold and enter a cinema theatre and 
the citizen turns into a bumbling idiot, unable to discern what to watch or not, to 
be lent a helping hand by the Pahlaj Nihalani-fied Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) 

c. Diversity of India: 

• Yes, India is a diverse society. Yes, there will always be grievances from some 
section of civil society 

• And yes, we need an arbitration mechanism to address a wide range of concerns 

• We need a multi-layered solution to the absurd censorship regime in India 

• The industry must set up the Film Council of India to deal with civil society 
grievances 

• The CBFC’s scope must be limited to certification, with no powers to maim, 
mutilate or ban any film 

• For any film it finds ‘objectionable’, the CBFC should refer it to the Film 
Certification Tribunal 

• The tribunal comprising retired judges, lawyers, filmmakers, writers and artists 
must become the sole forum for a considered dialogue with the filmmaker 
concerning any ‘censorship’ of their work 

d. Stop being a nanny: 

• The final recommendations of the Shyam Benegal Committee are disappointing as 
they chose not to examine any of the “reasonable restrictions”, directly borrowed 
from Article 19(2) into the Cinematograph Act 

• Much of the political censorship that our cinema, particularly documentary films, 
are subjected to stem from these holy cow exceptions, especially as they allow 
politically partisan members of the CBFC to intervene and subvert free speech 

• Censorship has no space in a mature democracy 

• The jury is out, though, on the kind of democracy we are with the government 
actually playing a bigger nanny, regulating not just cinema but our daily lives, 
rationing currency, petrol, even food portions, banning liquor, meat and 
criminalising love 
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• In these times of beef-lynchings, couple-thrashings, legally-sanctioned goon 
squads and fatwas, intolerance will beget worse censorship in the coming years 

3. Second Perspective: 

• Total censorship and absolute freedom are problematic 

• India has varying needs; we must strike a balance 

• India is a very vast and complex country and the same freedom enshrined in the 
Constitution applies to cinema as well 

4. Constitutionally: 

Neither cinema nor the press are separately listed in the Constitution, though they are 
derived from Article 19 (1)A, which lists the freedom of speech and expression 

The issue of censorship comes up when we debate whether there should be restrictions to 
freedom of expression 

And the answer is that a total censorship and absolute freedom can both be problematic 

Citizens of the country as complex as ours have varying needs, requirements and 
sensibilities and one has to strike a balance 

And this balance has been elaborated in the form of restrictions to freedom of expression 
under Article 19 (2) and these have to do with the sovereignty and integrity of India, the 
security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or 
morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence 

In the sense, there will be reasonable restrictions to free speech which affects the 
country’s integrity and disturbs public order, decency and so on and so forth 

The CBFC, which is a statutory body, should have the last word on a film, on whether to 
allow it for public exhibition without changes or release it with certain deletions and 
modifications 

Vetting important: 

The idea behind vetting is to ensure that people do not get exposed to potentially 
psychologically dangerous material 

The combination of speech and sight and action in the semi-dark environment of a theatre 
can impact viewers in ways we cannot even imagine 

The power of the visual medium can never be overstated 

It carries with it the potential to instill violent modes of behaviour and cannot be equated 
with other modes of communication 

Censorship and reasonable restrictions are required because of the impact that cinema 
can have on the minds of the viewing public 

Films as a medium of entertainment require a different treatment from books or 
newspapers. Watching a film is not like reading a newspaper 
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That is why films have to be certified in order for them to be exhibited in a public place 
according to age as Unrestricted, Adult or Under Parental Guidance or Special category 

Cinema must be regulated: 

And just as advertising and marketing are regulated by self-regulatory bodies, cinema too 
is regulated by the CBFC, with an individual from the world of cinema heading it 

The regional boards too have people from all walks of life and from different regions in 
India 

The chairperson of the board and its members are appointed by the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry but these are people who represent different sections of society 

The members are tasked with viewing films keeping in mind the reasonable restrictions 
enshrined in the Constitution 

It is the restrictions which serve as a moral compass for the committee members of the 
Board 

Certification is a dynamic process and one which is likely to change as society changes and 
evolves 

For now, the government is in the process of examining the recommendations of the 
Shyam Benegal Committee, a demand of the Indian film industry, and which, to my mind, 
is the right step forward 

Third Perspective: If we don’t engage, how will we critique anything? The CBFC should 
certify, not censor 

Context: 

The name of the Central Board of Film Censors was changed to the Central Board of Film 
Certification in 1983 and that pretty much explains the responsibility of the CBFC, which is 
to certify films according to age 

The certification should make it clear that UA means watching films under parental 
guidance 

It is the responsibility of the parent to ensure that he or she accompanies the child 

Movies certified Adult should not be censored at all 

The ratings are meant to indicate the category under which the films are certified as U, UA, 
S, and A 

And as long as you certify films, you need a certification board 

Like the West, we should have a child-centric certification, one which seeks to protect our 
children against adult content 
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The certification board should certify and not censor 

Issues that come up: 

However, there are problems when you encounter hate speech in a film as a member of 
the examining committee under the CBFC 

Also, when a film creates hostility between communities/gender, demonising the other, its 
narrative will make its politics clear to those from the examining committee tasked with 
certifying that film 

Problems of omission: 

The problem that we encountered as board members is that the examining committee 
tends to see and judge a film on the basis of a song or a dialogue in a film and not the 
whole 

They tend to look at a dialogue and not the context in which it is placed 

Filmmakers committed to a humanistic vision are sensitive to this and the dialogues are 
often contextualised in their films 

Take Bandit Queen: if we don’t contextualise the violence the protagonist faced, we will 
not be able to understand the violence she unleashed 

As a society we are extremely volatile and nervous about saying anything at all as a result, 
we don’t debate anything and this often gets reflected in the acts of the examining 
committee which prefers to omit a troublesome part 

For some, Hey Ram can be the film where examination of the kind of pernicious ideologies 
instigate hatred of the other 

It is a difficult film which politically examines Hinduism versus Gandhism and is a 
commentary on what we have lost as a society 

The film faced a lot of problems with the examining committee of the CBFC 

If you cut out a dialogue or a scene from such a film, viewing it becomes meaningless 

Meaningless cuts: 

As a board member, such a problem happened when Chakravyuh, a film by Prakash Jha, 
ran into problems with the examining committee which objected to a song after the film 
was given an Adult certificate 

The song communicated the political vision of the film which was on Naxalites, and 
examined why they are so disenchanted with the political system 

It criticised corporates for impoverishing the people 
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When this film came to the revising committee, the Board member tried to convince 
members that the song was the soul of the film 

In the end, the filmmaker agreed to a disclaimer in the song which said the names of 
capitalists referred to in it were symbolic and were not meant to insult a particular 
corporate house 

A member dissented and it was noted in the minutes 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu Right to access Internet cannot be curtailed, says SC 
1. Context: SC hearing a petition for strict adherence by search engines to Section 22 

of PCPNDT Act 
2. Supreme Court: Citizens have the right to access the Internet to gain information, 

wisdom and knowledge and their right cannot be curtailed unless it encroaches 
into the boundary of illegality 

3. Called the Internet a “virtual world” and a “world which is invisible in a way” 
4. The fundamental right of expression includes “the right to be informed and the 

right to know and the feeling of protection of expansive connectivity” the Internet 
offers on the click of a button 

5. Clarified that a general prohibition on all online content about pre-natal sex 
determination will curtail the fundamental right to know of a genuine information-
seeker 

6. PCPNDT Act: The prohibition should kick in only if the content found online is 
violative of Section 22 (prohibition of advertisement relating to pre-natal 
determination of sex) under the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) (PCPNDT) Act of 1994 

7. Example- if somebody intends to search for ‘medical tourism in India’, he is 
entitled to search as long as the content does not frustrate or defeat the 
restriction postulated under Section 22 of the Act 

8. Govt: The prohibition under Section 22 should be only on paid ads for sex 
determination or online advertisements masquerading as information 

9. Assurance: The three Internet search engines — Microsoft, Google India and 
Yahoo! India — gave their assurances to the Supreme Court that they would 
neither advertise nor sponsor advertisements violative of the PNPCDT Act 

10. The trio said they had already appointed ‘in-house’ experts to spot illegal content 
and pull them down 

11. Nodal officers: Have been appointed at State levels to keep tabs on the Net for 
offensive material contravening Section 22 of the Act 

12. In case the nodal officers detect illegal online content, they would communicate 
with the search engine’s experts, which would take it off within the next 36 hours 
of receiving the information 

13. These experts would then follow it up by providing the nodal officers concerned 
with an action taken report 
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Source – The Hindu (RBI tightens norms on bank performance) 
The RBI has come out with a revised prompt corrective action (PCA) framework for banks 
Thresholds: It spells out certain thresholds, the breach of which could invite resolutions 
such as a merger with another bank or even shutting down of the bank 
The thresholds are based on capital, net non-performing assets, profitability and leverage 
ratio 
Three thresholds: The breach of the third one on capital would identify a bank as a likely 
candidate for resolution through tools like amalgamation, reconstruction, winding up etc. 
First: The breach of the first threshold will invite restriction on dividend distribution or 
require parents of foreign banks to bring in more capital 
This will get triggered if capital adequacy ratio (including capital conservation buffer) falls 
below 10.25% or common equity tier-I (CET1) capital ratio falls below 6.75% 
Breach of either CAR or CET1 would trigger corrective action 
The trigger for net NPA is 6% and 4% for leverage ratio. Two consecutive years of negative 
return on assets (RoA) will also be classified in threshold one 
Second: The breach of the second threshold will occur when the capital adequacy ratio 
falls below 7.75% or CET1 goes below 5.125% 
The net NPA threshold is breach of 12% and leverage ratio below 3.5% 
Three consecutive years of negative ROA will also trigger threshold two 
Breach of threshold two will result in restrictions on expansion of branches and higher 
provisions 
Third: The breach of the last threshold happens when CET1 falls below 3.625% and net 
NPA goes above 12% 
Negative ROA for four consecutive years will also be considered as a breach of the third 
threshold vis-a-vis the profitability parameter 
Restrictions, in addition to that of threshold one and two, will be put on management 
compensation and directors’ fees if the the third level is breached 
Corrective action that can be imposed on banks includes special audit, restructuring 
operations and activation of recovery plan 
Promoters of banks can be asked to bring in new management, or even can supersede the 
bank’s board, as a part of corrective action 
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Source—The Hindu (pg On a glide path?) 
7. Context: 

• Hiking fuel prices at petrol pumps is such a politically fraught exercise that there is 
even a hesitation to decrease prices so as to safeguard against a possible spike in 
global petroleum rates in the future 
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• It is worth watching, therefore, how the proposed pilot project by the three public 
sector oil marketing companies — Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and Hindustan 
Petroleum — proceeds as an effort to reform the pricing mechanism 

8. New method: 

• Starting next month, in select cities, fuel prices at the pump point will be reset 
daily in tandem with global oil price movements 

• Till the project’s outcomes are assessed, the rest of the country will continue with 
the existing system, under which petrol and diesel prices are calibrated generally 
on a fortnightly basis 

• If one considers the latest price change effected by oil companies (a ₹3.77 
reduction per litre in the price of petrol accompanied by a ₹2.91 cut for diesel on 
March 31), the case for a daily price reset makes eminent sense 

9. Earlier practice: 

• It is illogical for an economy integrated with the global financial and commodity 
markets to keep fuel prices unchanged for as much as a fortnight 

• Aligning prices daily and spreading out the degree of change will lessen the impact 
on consumers, on both the upside and the downside 

• Marginal changes in the daily price of fuel will not make or break consumer 
confidence or fuel inflationary expectations, at least because of oil costs, as it 
currently does 

• A more gradual ascent or descent in fuel prices, rather than abrupt shifts over 
randomly selected intervals, makes good sense, given how closely our fiscal 
outlook is tied to oil price movements 

10. In the previous years: 

• The United Progressive Alliance government had freed the regulation of petrol 
prices in late 2010 

• And the National Democratic Alliance government followed through by liberating 
diesel prices within six months of assuming office in 2014 

11. Necessity of such dismantling: 

• Such dismantling was necessary as previous attempts at abandoning the 
administered price mechanism for India’s largely import-dependent consumption 
of petroleum products never really took off, even as subsidies distorted the system 
further 

• The fortnightly system of price resets for both fuels has been followed over the 
last three years 

• The latest price cuts came after more than two months of no change, overlapping 
with the Assembly elections in five States 

• A transparently formulated and dynamic pricing regime would hopefully prevent 
such distortionary coincidences in the future 

• It would also allow private companies to compete with the PSU oil marketers, 
which today control 95% of fuel outlets 

12. What the government should do? 

• The government, on its part, must start winding down the extremely high 
petroleum product taxes imposed since June 2014, when oil prices began to fall, 
along with its energy subsidy liabilities  
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5. This question has three perspectives: 
6. First perspective: Censorship has no space in a mature democracy. The jury is 

out, though, on the kind of democracy we are 
a. Context: 

• Cinema as an art form has always drawn a disproportionate interest from the 
Indian state and the judiciary 

• The Supreme Court went on to cite an academic study according to which 
“continual exposure to films of a similar character” would significantly affect the 
attitude of an individual or a group 

• On this basis, the Supreme Court deemed pre-censorship necessary 
b. The Colonial Hangover: 

• The Rangarajan judgment gave a final stamp of judicial approval to the notion of a 
nanny state, treating its audiences as infantile subjects, to be shepherded carefully 
through the treacherous universe of cinema 

• The Cinematograph Act of 1952 was derived from colonial censorship laws 

• But the world has changed dramatically: audiences no longer run out of movie 
halls like they did watching The Arrival of a Train, fearful of the locomotive 
advancing towards the 

• Even if ‘the masses’ were somehow extra ‘gullible’ in the India of the 1960s, the 
average ‘visual literacy level’ has gone up dramatically in this age of 24×7 TV, 
YouTube and video-selfie 

• The state considers every citizen rational enough to make serious, life-affecting 
decisions like who to vote for (at 18), who to marry (at 21), what career to choose, 
investments to make etc but, cross the threshold and enter a cinema theatre and 
the citizen turns into a bumbling idiot, unable to discern what to watch or not, to 
be lent a helping hand by the Pahlaj Nihalani-fied Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) 

c. Diversity of India: 

• Yes, India is a diverse society. Yes, there will always be grievances from some 
section of civil society 

• And yes, we need an arbitration mechanism to address a wide range of concerns 

• We need a multi-layered solution to the absurd censorship regime in India 

• The industry must set up the Film Council of India to deal with civil society 
grievances 

• The CBFC’s scope must be limited to certification, with no powers to maim, 
mutilate or ban any film 

• For any film it finds ‘objectionable’, the CBFC should refer it to the Film 
Certification Tribunal 

• The tribunal comprising retired judges, lawyers, filmmakers, writers and artists 
must become the sole forum for a considered dialogue with the filmmaker 
concerning any ‘censorship’ of their work 

d. Stop being a nanny: 

• The final recommendations of the Shyam Benegal Committee are disappointing as 
they chose not to examine any of the “reasonable restrictions”, directly borrowed 
from Article 19(2) into the Cinematograph Act 

• Much of the political censorship that our cinema, particularly documentary films, 
are subjected to stem from these holy cow exceptions, especially as they allow 
politically partisan members of the CBFC to intervene and subvert free speech 

• Censorship has no space in a mature democracy 
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• The jury is out, though, on the kind of democracy we are with the government 
actually playing a bigger nanny, regulating not just cinema but our daily lives, 
rationing currency, petrol, even food portions, banning liquor, meat and 
criminalising love 

• In these times of beef-lynchings, couple-thrashings, legally-sanctioned goon 
squads and fatwas, intolerance will beget worse censorship in the coming years 

7. Second Perspective: 

• Total censorship and absolute freedom are problematic 

• India has varying needs; we must strike a balance 

• India is a very vast and complex country and the same freedom enshrined in the 
Constitution applies to cinema as well 

8. Constitutionally: 

Neither cinema nor the press are separately listed in the Constitution, though they are 
derived from Article 19 (1)A, which lists the freedom of speech and expression 

The issue of censorship comes up when we debate whether there should be restrictions to 
freedom of expression 

And the answer is that a total censorship and absolute freedom can both be problematic 

Citizens of the country as complex as ours have varying needs, requirements and 
sensibilities and one has to strike a balance 

And this balance has been elaborated in the form of restrictions to freedom of expression 
under Article 19 (2) and these have to do with the sovereignty and integrity of India, the 
security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, decency or 
morality or in relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence 

In the sense, there will be reasonable restrictions to free speech which affects the 
country’s integrity and disturbs public order, decency and so on and so forth 

The CBFC, which is a statutory body, should have the last word on a film, on whether to 
allow it for public exhibition without changes or release it with certain deletions and 
modifications 

Vetting important: 

The idea behind vetting is to ensure that people do not get exposed to potentially 
psychologically dangerous material 

The combination of speech and sight and action in the semi-dark environment of a theatre 
can impact viewers in ways we cannot even imagine 

The power of the visual medium can never be overstated 

It carries with it the potential to instill violent modes of behaviour and cannot be equated 
with other modes of communication 

Censorship and reasonable restrictions are required because of the impact that cinema 
can have on the minds of the viewing public 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

Films as a medium of entertainment require a different treatment from books or 
newspapers. Watching a film is not like reading a newspaper 

That is why films have to be certified in order for them to be exhibited in a public place 
according to age as Unrestricted, Adult or Under Parental Guidance or Special category 

Cinema must be regulated: 

And just as advertising and marketing are regulated by self-regulatory bodies, cinema too 
is regulated by the CBFC, with an individual from the world of cinema heading it 

The regional boards too have people from all walks of life and from different regions in 
India 

The chairperson of the board and its members are appointed by the Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry but these are people who represent different sections of society 

The members are tasked with viewing films keeping in mind the reasonable restrictions 
enshrined in the Constitution 

It is the restrictions which serve as a moral compass for the committee members of the 
Board 

Certification is a dynamic process and one which is likely to change as society changes and 
evolves 

For now, the government is in the process of examining the recommendations of the 
Shyam Benegal Committee, a demand of the Indian film industry, and which, to my mind, 
is the right step forward 

Third Perspective: If we don’t engage, how will we critique anything? The CBFC should 
certify, not censor 

Context: 

The name of the Central Board of Film Censors was changed to the Central Board of Film 
Certification in 1983 and that pretty much explains the responsibility of the CBFC, which is 
to certify films according to age 

The certification should make it clear that UA means watching films under parental 
guidance 

It is the responsibility of the parent to ensure that he or she accompanies the child 

Movies certified Adult should not be censored at all 

The ratings are meant to indicate the category under which the films are certified as U, UA, 
S, and A 

And as long as you certify films, you need a certification board 
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Like the West, we should have a child-centric certification, one which seeks to protect our 
children against adult content 

The certification board should certify and not censor 

Issues that come up: 

However, there are problems when you encounter hate speech in a film as a member of 
the examining committee under the CBFC 

Also, when a film creates hostility between communities/gender, demonising the other, its 
narrative will make its politics clear to those from the examining committee tasked with 
certifying that film 

Problems of omission: 

The problem that we encountered as board members is that the examining committee 
tends to see and judge a film on the basis of a song or a dialogue in a film and not the 
whole 

They tend to look at a dialogue and not the context in which it is placed 

Filmmakers committed to a humanistic vision are sensitive to this and the dialogues are 
often contextualised in their films 

Take Bandit Queen: if we don’t contextualise the violence the protagonist faced, we will 
not be able to understand the violence she unleashed 

As a society we are extremely volatile and nervous about saying anything at all as a result, 
we don’t debate anything and this often gets reflected in the acts of the examining 
committee which prefers to omit a troublesome part 

For some, Hey Ram can be the film where examination of the kind of pernicious ideologies 
instigate hatred of the other 

It is a difficult film which politically examines Hinduism versus Gandhism and is a 
commentary on what we have lost as a society 

The film faced a lot of problems with the examining committee of the CBFC 

If you cut out a dialogue or a scene from such a film, viewing it becomes meaningless 

Meaningless cuts: 

As a board member, such a problem happened when Chakravyuh, a film by Prakash Jha, 
ran into problems with the examining committee which objected to a song after the film 
was given an Adult certificate 
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The song communicated the political vision of the film which was on Naxalites, and 
examined why they are so disenchanted with the political system 

It criticised corporates for impoverishing the people 

When this film came to the revising committee, the Board member tried to convince 
members that the song was the soul of the film 

In the end, the filmmaker agreed to a disclaimer in the song which said the names of 
capitalists referred to in it were symbolic and were not meant to insult a particular 
corporate house 

A member dissented and it was noted in the minutes 
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Source—The Hindu Right to access Internet cannot be curtailed, says SC 
14. Context: SC hearing a petition for strict adherence by search engines to Section 22 

of PCPNDT Act 
15. Supreme Court: Citizens have the right to access the Internet to gain information, 

wisdom and knowledge and their right cannot be curtailed unless it encroaches 
into the boundary of illegality 

16. Called the Internet a “virtual world” and a “world which is invisible in a way” 
17. The fundamental right of expression includes “the right to be informed and the 

right to know and the feeling of protection of expansive connectivity” the Internet 
offers on the click of a button 

18. Clarified that a general prohibition on all online content about pre-natal sex 
determination will curtail the fundamental right to know of a genuine information-
seeker 

19. PCPNDT Act: The prohibition should kick in only if the content found online is 
violative of Section 22 (prohibition of advertisement relating to pre-natal 
determination of sex) under the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic 
Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) (PCPNDT) Act of 1994 

20. Example- if somebody intends to search for ‘medical tourism in India’, he is 
entitled to search as long as the content does not frustrate or defeat the 
restriction postulated under Section 22 of the Act 

21. Govt: The prohibition under Section 22 should be only on paid ads for sex 
determination or online advertisements masquerading as information 

22. Assurance: The three Internet search engines — Microsoft, Google India and 
Yahoo! India — gave their assurances to the Supreme Court that they would 
neither advertise nor sponsor advertisements violative of the PNPCDT Act 

23. The trio said they had already appointed ‘in-house’ experts to spot illegal content 
and pull them down 

24. Nodal officers: Have been appointed at State levels to keep tabs on the Net for 
offensive material contravening Section 22 of the Act 

25. In case the nodal officers detect illegal online content, they would communicate 
with the search engine’s experts, which would take it off within the next 36 hours 
of receiving the information 
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26. These experts would then follow it up by providing the nodal officers concerned 
with an action taken report 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source – The Hindu (RBI tightens norms on bank performance) 
The RBI has come out with a revised prompt corrective action (PCA) framework for banks 
Thresholds: It spells out certain thresholds, the breach of which could invite resolutions 
such as a merger with another bank or even shutting down of the bank 
The thresholds are based on capital, net non-performing assets, profitability and leverage 
ratio 
Three thresholds: The breach of the third one on capital would identify a bank as a likely 
candidate for resolution through tools like amalgamation, reconstruction, winding up etc. 
First: The breach of the first threshold will invite restriction on dividend distribution or 
require parents of foreign banks to bring in more capital 
This will get triggered if capital adequacy ratio (including capital conservation buffer) falls 
below 10.25% or common equity tier-I (CET1) capital ratio falls below 6.75% 
Breach of either CAR or CET1 would trigger corrective action 
The trigger for net NPA is 6% and 4% for leverage ratio. Two consecutive years of negative 
return on assets (RoA) will also be classified in threshold one 
Second: The breach of the second threshold will occur when the capital adequacy ratio 
falls below 7.75% or CET1 goes below 5.125% 
The net NPA threshold is breach of 12% and leverage ratio below 3.5% 
Three consecutive years of negative ROA will also trigger threshold two 
Breach of threshold two will result in restrictions on expansion of branches and higher 
provisions 
Third: The breach of the last threshold happens when CET1 falls below 3.625% and net 
NPA goes above 12% 
Negative ROA for four consecutive years will also be considered as a breach of the third 
threshold vis-a-vis the profitability parameter 
Restrictions, in addition to that of threshold one and two, will be put on management 
compensation and directors’ fees if the the third level is breached 
Corrective action that can be imposed on banks includes special audit, restructuring 
operations and activation of recovery plan 
Promoters of banks can be asked to bring in new management, or even can supersede the 
bank’s board, as a part of corrective action 
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GS:2—IR 
 

India-
china 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Cross signals across the Himalayas) 
1. Context: The 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, was in Arunachal Pradesh 

recently, which has greatly ruffled China’s feathers 
2. Concern: Any reference to Arunachal Pradesh (‘Southern Tibet’ as China 

prefers to call it), in context or out of context, has the effect of raising 
temperatures in Beijing 

3. Dalai lama statement: 

• Nothing that the Dalai Lama said during his visit can even be remotely 
viewed as accusatory of China, but the words he employed — “I’ve long 
forgiven China’s Communist Government for occupying Tibet”; we support a 
‘One China policy’, “all we want is the right to preserve our culture, 
language and identity”; “the 1.4 billion Chinese people have every right to 
know the reality (of Tibet)”, “once they know the reality they will be able to 
judge”, “until now there has been only one-sided, wrong information” — 
had the effect of a whiplash and was bound to irk China 

• What should have provoked the Chinese even more is that at one point, 
reacting to Chinese objections to his Arunachal Pradesh visit, the Dalai Lama 
said, “I am the messenger of ancient Indian thoughts and values. I thank the 
Government of India for the support” 

4. China’s reaction: 

• So far, China’s reactions have been on predictable lines, though perhaps 
more incendiary than in the past 

• Beijing has issued a series of warnings, viz., that the Dalai Lama’s visit to 
Arunachal Pradesh would cause “deep damage” to Sino-Indian ties 

• That New Delhi would need to make ‘a choice’ in its dealings with the 
Tibetan spiritual leader, that India had breached its commitment on the 
Tibet issue, taking particular umbrage at the Arunachal Pradesh Chief 
Minister’s statement that the State did not share its borders with China but 
with Tibet and asking India to stick to its ‘political pledges’ and not hurt 
China-India relations 

• Official démarches were couched in still more intemperate language 

• Some were in the nature of a threat, that the visit would escalate disputes in 
the border area, fuel tensions between the two countries, impinge on 
China’s major concerns and core interests, territory and sovereignty, and 
thus damage India-China relations 
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• Chinese official media and the Chinese Communist Party, in turn, stepped 
up pressure on the Chinese government to take action against India 

• The China Daily observed that “if New Delhi chooses to play dirty… Beijing 
should not hesitate to answer blows with blows” 

• Chinese official spokespersons have rounded off this kind of diatribe by 
affirming that issues concerning Tibet have a bearing on China’s “core 
interests” 

5. China’s concerns: 

• China’s verbal outbursts on this occasion do not conform to type, even 
where they relate to the Dalai Lama 

• For China, a visit by the Dalai Lama to Arunachal Pradesh, including a 
sojourn in the Tawang Monastery, one of the holiest of Tibetan Buddhism, is 
no ordinary matter 

• As it is, China has certain deep-seated concerns about increasing political 
instability in areas such as Tibet, apart from the happenings in Xinjiang as 
well as other security problems 

• The Dalai Lama’s visit to Tawang at this time could, hence, look like a 
provocation 

6. China’s insecurities: 

• Very recently, China had floated the idea of an Integrated National Security 
Concept, reflecting the extent of its prevailing insecurities 

• This has introduced certain ‘redlines’, that China would never compromise 
its legitimate rights and interests, or sacrifice its “core national interests” 

• On more than one occasion during the current exchanges, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokespersons had referred to issues concerning Tibet (and 
Southern Tibet) as having a direct bearing on China’s “core interests” 

• Current China-India exchanges, hence, need to be examined from the 
purview of both international relations as well as the domestic situation 
prevailing in China 

7. Background 

• It must not be overlooked that the that Sino-Indian conflict of 1962 occurred 
soon after China’s disastrous Great Leap Forward, in which a large number 
of Chinese perished, and the Dalai Lama fleeing Tibet and taking sanctuary 
in India 

• In 1962, Beijing had masked its intentions skillfully, while India, in the 
absence of any major overt action by China, was lulled into a false sense of 
complacency 

• We need to ensure that there is no repetition of lack of vigil on our part 

• In 1959-60, the Dalai Lama had not quite attained the same international 
stature that he currently enjoys as the most revered symbol of Tibetan 
Buddhism 

• Yet, China was even then willing to risk a conflict with India, then the 
undisputed leader of the Non-Aligned Movement, angered by the grant of 
asylum to the Dalai Lama 

8. The Tawang factor: 

• Indian commentators keep referring from time to time to the fact that China 
had shifted its stand on Tawang 

• This may be true, but there is little doubt about the centrality of Tawang 
(the birth place of the sixth Dalai Lama) in China’s scheme of things for this 
region 
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• During several rounds of discussions on the Sino-Indian border, my 
counterpart as the Chinese Special Representative for boundary talks, Dai 
Bingguo, made it amply clear to me that Tawang was non-negotiabl 

• In 2005, China signed an Agreement on the Political Parameters and Guiding 
Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question (Dai 
Bingguo and I were the signatories) which stipulated that areas with settled 
populations would not be affected in any exchange 

• Even before the ink was dry, China began to dissimulate as far as Tawang 
was concerned, even though Tawang is the most ‘Indianised’ place in the 
entire Northeast 

• All this leaves little scope for compromise with regard to areas like Tawang 
9. Reason for Chinese above behavior: 

• It tends to be eclectic, contextual and relational, leaning towards systemic 
content and history 

• Chinese thinking tends to be convoluted and its methodology obtuse 

• Chinese assertiveness is often rooted in strategic insecurity and a perceived 
sensitivity to domestic tensions 

• China constantly flaunts its ‘exceptionalism’ and its ‘uniqueness’ 

• Chinese exceptionalism tends today to be largely historical and revivalist 

• A combination of Mao’s utopianism and Deng Xiaoping’s realism has left 
China in a kind of philosophical vacuum 

• It has led to an excess of nationalism and nationalistic fervour, making 
China’s objectives clear-cut 

• China’s policymakers are cautious by temperament but are known to take 
risks 

• They are skilled at morphing the gains favoured by each past civilisation and 
adjusting these to modern conditions 

• They prefer attrition to forceful intervention, a protracted campaign to gain 
a relative advantage 

10. China’s current approach: 

• As it is, China is constantly seeking ways to isolate India 

• It is engaged in building advantageous power relations, acquiring bases and 
strengthening ties with countries across Asia, Africa and beyond 

• China’s latest One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative signifies its new 
outreach, extending from the eastern extremity of Asia to Europe — the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor represents its most significant strategic 
aspect — and has the backing of most countries in the region 

• India is an outlier in this respect, and perhaps the only major Asian nation 
that has not yet endorsed the concept 

• If as China anticipates that OBOR has the potential to alter the status quo 
across the region with most nations accepting a long-term commitment to 
China, India could find itself friendless in Asia and beyond 
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Violence 
against 
doctor 

 
 
 
 

Source—the Hindu (pg Doctors under siege) 
1. Context: There have been numerous media reports of instances of violence 

against doctors and health-care institutions across India 
2. Reason: In most cases, the proximate cause is the death of a patient. All 

reports suggest that most of these patients could not have been saved with 
the infrastructure available in the institution, yet their deaths have been 
seen as a case of neglect by medical personnel 

3. Doctors have responded to these attacks with anger and anguish, by striking 
work, demanding more security and even taking to social media with 
messages about how the profession is seen as an easy target 

4. Concern: However, the incidence and intensity of violence against medical 
professionals in India is on the rise 

5. Reasons are: It appears that these attacks are symptomatic of a larger 
malaise, manifested in a general increase in violence as a method of 
demonstrating power, loss of faith in institutions, anger against perceived 
marginalisation, and lack of understanding of science and society 

6. Way ahead: The World Health Organisation published guidelines on 
handling workplace violence in 2002 

7. Other concern: 

• In the last few years in India, we have seen several identity groups 
assaulting, or threatening to assault, people whose views they do not agree 
with We have seen people being killed for their views We have seen writers, 
film-makers, scientists and others being forced into submission 

•  The state has failed to stand firm on the rule of law 

• It has become accepted and legitimised to use violence as a method of 
expressing disagreement 

8. Current situation of the society: 

• Seventy years after independence, we have come to a situation where there 
is widespread dissatisfaction with all institutions of society 

• All of them are seen as corrupt and self-serving. It is only a matter of degree 

• No more is the doctor automatically held in high esteem 

• The default option is now to see him or her as lazy and greedy and ready to 
serve only the rich and powerful 

• The idea that most doctors are themselves victims in the current 
organisation of society, where on the one hand they are expected to be 
caring, compassionate, competent and considerate, and on the other are 
not assured of a definite career plan, have severe financial insecurity, 
especially in the earlier years and are often working long hours with very 
poor infrastructure does not seem to be understood by the doctors 
themselves 

• Not a permanent solution:In their short-lived and usually futile strikes, no 
major changes are demanded of the government which would make 
practising medicine in India more meaningful for the profession and more 
useful for societ 

• It is common knowledge that inequality is widespread in Indian society 

• A citizen’s ability to access common services is largely influenced by the 
social class to which they belong 

• Many people show off their social position by their ability to preferentially 
access public services 

• Thus the “VIP pass” has become a symbol of power. Discontent against this 
situation is growing 
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• The discontent is coupled with a desire to prove one’s social position by 
forcing access to services through violence 

9. Inequality in the health system: 

• The present health-care system in India has inequity built in. Patients can 
see it 

• The demand by medical professionals for better pay is seen as selfish 

• It has to be coupled with demands for patient care such as better access, 
better facilities, and more personnel so that individual attention can be 
given 

• At present, most doctors are not advocates for patients 

• They play along with governments unwilling to spend on health care and 
accept the prevalent view that providing public sector health care is a favour 
and not a right 

• Doctors are seen as a part of the power structure. When they are attacked, 
public support and empathy is lacking 

• The tremendous technological advances in medicine are not available to the 
majority in India 

• Increasing privatisation, corporatisation and commercialisation of medical 
care have ensured that many procedures cannot be accessed by the general 
public 

• There is also a failure to establish and propagate a good understanding of 
modern science in India. Such understanding would encompass the 
knowledge that although medicine in the modern world has greatly 
improved the chances of survival in many serious conditions, there are also 
many situations in which no intervention will succeed 

10. A way out: 

• An immediate step is to ensure exemplary action against violence as a 
means of settling issues 

• This means that the state must impose the rule of law quickly and fairly, 
whenever the law is broken 

• Governments who speak of “action-reaction” and failed to act when the law 
was broken have sown the seeds of the present unhappy situation 

• More long-term measures require vastly improved health infrastructure, 
fewer patients per doctor in line with international norms so that care can 
not only be given but seen to be given 

• Greater accountability is needed, not only from doctors but from all sections 
of society 

• Each professional group and government institution, whether they are 
doctors, civil servants, lawyers or judges cannot continue to act as though it 
is doing the public a favour by carrying out their duties 

• The general public must truly believe that the institutions of the state which 
have been nominally created to serve them are actually doing so 

• There should not be an adversarial relationship between the public and 
institutions 

• Doctors should participate in spreading understanding of science and 
society 

• At present, the public often does not understand the deeper structural 
problems underlying the apparent failures of the doctors 

• Medical practitioners should help highlight these 
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• Public anger is often justified, but it is directed against those who are not 
really responsible, but are forced to take the blame for problems which they 
have no resources to solve. We must propagate science better 

• There has to be a better understanding of how the world and society works 

• We should be able to debate and counter mumbo-jumbo 

• Civil society: The artificial divide between the medical community and the 
civil society should not be allowed to escalate 

• The general public must be convinced that except for a small number of 
really corrupt, most of the doctors are just trying to do what is possible in 
the circumstances in which they are 

• Differences with medical professionals — as with any other section of 
society — can never be settled by violence 

• Peoples’ committees in hospitals will be a welcome step 

• There must be a constant audit of the working hours of medical personnel 
and the fatigued doctor should not be left in the front line to deal with an 
emotionally charged public 

• Social workers in crucial departments such as accident and emergency 
wards to handle anxious crowds will certainly reduce the stress of already 
overburdened postgraduates and house surgeons 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

Cashless 
economy  

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg BHIM-Aadhaar will be an economic giant: PM) 
1. Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the BHIM-Aadhaar (a 

digital payment platform that uses the Aadhaar number) in Nagpur on the 
occasion of the 126th birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, and hoped 
that the digital platform would be an “economic giant” like the Constitution, 
through which Dr. Ambedkar empowered the common man. 

2. Other target: by 2022, every Indian should have his own house with the 
facilities of electricity, water, and nearby hospitals. No one should be 
homeless. 

3. Future agenda:  

• working hard towards making India a digital economy and ‘Digidhan’ is an 
important part of it.  

• Very soon, the ‘Digidhan’ will be synonymous with ‘Nijidhan’ [private 
property]. Now you don’t even need a mobile phone [for digital 
transactions].  

• If your Aadhaar number is linked with your bank accounts, then your thumb 
impression is enough to carry out a digital transaction. You don’t need to 
carry a single rupee with you. Even the most advanced technologies in the 
world don’t have this system. Very soon, major universities in the world will 
come to study the BHIM-Aadhaar. This is going to be a reference point for a 
big change in the world 

4. Benefit of app: BHIM-Aadhaar will be our soldiers against corruption and 
black money 
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Judicial 
pendency 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Allahabad HC becomes ‘pilot project’ for case backlog study) 
1. News: The Supreme Court has asked itself why numerous orders over the 

decades suggesting “action plans” to combat staggering backlog of cases in 
High Courts and trial courts have literally produced no answers and hardly 
any results. 

2. Concern:  

• phenomenon of mounting pendency and discomfiting delay in disposal of 
cases” continue at the cost of gross human rights violations to undertrials, 
convicts — both who languish behind the walls of prisons, at times spend the 
entirety of their prison sentence behind bars while their appeals or bail 
applications stagnate for decades without a hearing — and victims of crime. 

• How the judiciary has been, in a sense, inadvertently responsible for violation 
of the fundamental right to speedy trial and disposal of criminal appeals 
under Article 21 of the Constitution 

3. Initiative taken:  

• So, in a novel move, the Supreme Court decided to put the Allahabad HC 
under the microscope as a “pilot project” to investigate how High Courts deal 
with pendency. The SC said this was a “target-specific” exercise to study how 
criminal appeals face years of delay as appellants face “inhuman 
compulsions” inside jails. 

• The Bench directed the HC Registrar to hand over particulars of the criminal 
appeals, category-wise and year-wise, for the study in four weeks 

• It sought the High Court to produce details of the institution and disposal 
statistics of last 10 years, average disposal time of the appeals, identified 
causes for the delay, steps already taken and in contemplation for tackling 
and accelerating disposals, mechanism in place to oversee the process and 
progress recorded. 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg RBI, banks trade charges over cash crunch) 
1. Issue: The cash shortage in the automated teller machines has led to banks and 

the regulator at loggerheads with banks pointing out supply shortages though 
the central bank thinks its a logistical issue for the banks.  

2. Concern:  

• While currency in circulation has been increasing since January but bankers said 
distribution is skewed towards northern and eastern states. 

• While there is adequate supply of currency in the Northern and Eastern part of 
the country but supply is not adequate in Western and Southern states. It is not 
possible for us to move the excess currency notes from one part of the country 
to another 

3. Need of the hour: Banks have to manage logistics properly 
4. the official admitted that it is a concern among government and regulator that 

cash withdrawals are going up steadily. One of the aim of the recent 
demonetization exercise was to move to a less cash society and encourage 
digital modes of payment. 
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‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 What is the lowdown on the Goods and Services Tax) 
1. Context: The Goods and Services Tax or GST will replace the myriad local, State-

level and Central taxes that are built into the price you pay for products, and the 
service tax as well as cesses that are dovetailed to your outgoes when you dine at 
a restaurant or pay your mobile phone bills. 

2. Background: The alphabet soup of taxes, differing regulations across 29 States, and 
difficulties in inter-State trade which often involve hours of highway snarls at 
border checkpoints to collect octroi and check documents, are a recipe for 
inefficiency and a proven incentive for tax evasion by sticking to the informal 
sector. 

3. Benefit:  

• As a single tax that would replace all such duties and cesses, the GST will make 
India a unified market with a common tax structure, instead of 29 fractured 
markets. One last thing worth noting: petroleum products and alcohol are being 
kept out of the GST net for now. 

• Besides improving tax compliance from traders, the GST regime is expected to 
boost economic growth by a percentage point or two, despite the risk of an initial 
blip, the government and industry bodies reckon.  

• Investors, often put off by India’s complex taxation structure, should find it easier 
and more attractive to do business in the country and create an important by-
product for India’s fast-growing, young workforce — jobs. 

4. a co-operative governance body called the GST Council, with representatives from 
the States and the Centre, has thrashed out the nitty-gritty of the new regime, 
including five rate slabs (zero, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%) and an additional cess on 
top of the highest GST rate on sin goods, such as luxury cars and tobacco. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 are there shake-ups in the start-up sector) 
1. concern: The Indian e-commerce and start-up sector, which until recently was 

talked about as one of the most exciting place to be in, has hit a rough patch. 
Serious questions have cropped up about the ecosystem after the arrest of 
Stayzilla co-founder Yogendra Vasupal on a vendor’s complaint and staff layoffs in 
e-commerce majors Snapdeal, Yepme and Craftsvilla. 

2. Reason: With venture capital flowing in, companies burnt a lot of cash to get more 
market share. The cash burn continued at a high rate, even as most of the 
companies were making huge losses. Soon, the venture capital and private equity 
(PE) players realised that they were unable to reap the real fruits of their 
investments. Even the large e-commerce companies had not set up a strong profit-
making business model or provided returns to investors. While big players face a 
funds crunch, smaller en tities are being forced to shut shop. 

• Leading domestic players in the e-biz sector raised incredibly large sums of money 
from all around. These investments were used by the companies to try out new 
business models, dabble in non-core areas and venture into acquisitions, among 
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others. But since they failed to figure out the right economic model, the plans 
backfired. Soon, many of the trials went awry, resulting in big losses. 

 

GS:1—SOCIETY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg13 The roots of Indian racism) 
1. Background:  

• Some of this has to do with colonial discourses which have seeped into India: for 
instance, the 19th century racist European association of Africa with cannibalism. 
After all, the mobs that attacked Nigerian students in Noida recently were 
‘convinced’ that the Africans had ‘cannibalised’ an Indian student, who reportedly 
died of drug overdose. 

• Similarly, the groping and verbal sexism that many blonde women tourists 
encounter is partly the result of bad Hollywood films and similar trash, through 
which ordinary urban Indians encounter the ‘West’. Knowing porn and not Plato, 
triteness and not Twain, their reactions to Western women are essentially sexist 
and racist. This is exacerbated by the tendency in many conservative circles, so 
surprising given our proclaimed spirituality, to consider the material covering a 
woman’s body to be an indication of her soul and morality 

2. Reason: However, it does not do to put all the blame on our colonial inheritance or 
its neocolonial cultural ramifications. The main reason why such prejudices 
predominate in Indian caste circles has to do with internal reasons. As a nation, we 
are yet to face up to the racism and sexism that runs through many caste 
narratives. Before the British brought us stories of ‘African’ cannibalism, we had 
our own stories of cannibalism — associated, from classical texts down to some 
current Chitra comics, with dark-skinned, non-‘Aryan’-looking creatures. Similarly, 
the way we have often treated aboriginal women in India — partly because their 
dress codes and social mores differ from mainstream Hindustani (Hindu, as well as 
Muslim) ones — is simply shocking. 

3. Meaning: However, racism, unlike what some politicians believe, is not always a 
matter of colour; it is any kind of discrimination based on the false association of 
superficial physical differences — skin colour, shape of lips, hair, etc — with moral 
and intellectual qualities. However, it is also true that skin colour became its 
dominant index from the 18th century onwards, mostly because many Europeans 
wished to ‘justify’ the brutal enslavement of Africans 

4. Concern: Despite this link between skin colour and racism, one can argue that 
other kinds of racism have also existed. A major Irish novelist recently referred to 
the Irish as “the niggers of Britain”. What he meant was that in the 17th century, 
tens of thousands of Irish prisoners were sold to English settlers in the new world 
as slaves. As late as the early 20th century, with skin colour taking over, some 
English scholars were arguing that the Irish were related to “negroes” and not to 
the English — despite both the English and the Irish seeming indubitably ‘white’ to 
us. 
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GS:3-- ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (  Carpool for cleaner air) 
1. stats: Air pollution in India causes at least a million deaths annually.  
2. Concern: In Delhi alone, over 30,000 people die every year due to air 

pollution 
3. Reason: The main causes of this are increasing road traffic and factory 

pollutants, and crop and waste burning 
4. Temporary measures: 

• The Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi government undertook several 
measures at the end of 2016 such as shutting down thermal power 
stations for 10 days and prohibiting construction activities 
temporarily, air pollution has been on the rise 

• This is because most of these measures were temporary, aimed at 
combating the deadly haze that had enveloped the city at that time 

• The odd-even (license number) scheme undertaken by the 
government during the first half of 2016 was one of the most 
ambitious 

5. Concern: However, despite the initiative, general air pollution in the 
city, which is measured by PM2.5 rose by 15% and 23% during the 
first and second phase of the odd-even rule, respectively. This raises 
some important concerns regarding the current policy on tackling air 
pollution 

6. solution: 

• One such solution is the creation of high-occupancy toll lanes, or HOT 
lanes 

• This refers to reserving one or more lanes on selected roads and 
highways for cars carrying more than a single occupant 

• This ensures that single-occupancy vehicles are restricted to the 
remaining lanes, thereby making the HOT lanes relatively faster (also 
through relaxation of speed limits for these lanes) 

7. Analysis of above solution:  

• While this was pioneered in the U.S. in 1969, its effective 
implementation in other countries such as China and Indonesia has 
encouraged millions of commuters to opt for car-sharing as it ensured 
them a speedier and less costly journey 

• The success of this idea is exemplified by a 2005 report in the U.S., 
which revealed that two lanes with the high-occupancy vehicles 3+ 
(HOV 3+) facility between 6.30 and 9.30 a.m. saw a total of 31,700 
people in 8,600 vehicles (3.7 persons/vehicle) 

• While the remaining four general purpose lanes carried 23,500 people 
in 21,300 vehicles (1.1 persons/vehicle) 

• Moreover, the average travel time in the HOV lanes was 29 minutes, 
as against the 64 minutes in the general lanes 

• In India, however, such an idea is still far from being imagined; in 
Delhi, for instance, there exists no policy in relation to car-pooling till 
date 
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8. Challenges: 

• Cultural issue: There is also a greater cultural issue 

• Critics highlight that given India’s peculiar disregard for lane-driving, 
the implementation of HOT or HOV lanes seems to be a long shot 

• However, the effective implementation of HOT lanes can provide 
significant incentive to fostering a more disciplined driving culture 

• Difficulty in implementation: 

• Its implementation would require important considerations relating to 
whether it should be enforced during particular hours, or whether the 
minimum number of passengers required to avail of the benefit 
should be two or more, or whether HOT lane commuters will pay a 
lower road toll or will be completely exempt from it, to name a few 

• Nevertheless, if we impose significant fines on violators on HOT lanes 
and strictly monitor the policy by first applying it to limited areas, the 
results are bound to reduce air pollution by incentivising passengers 
to carpool 

• Also, in India, where most cars carry two-three people on average, it is 
perhaps preferred to dedicate such HOT or HOV lanes to cars carrying 
more than three occupants 

9. Way forward: 

• Completely exempting these lanes from toll or, at the very least, 
substantially reducing the toll levied on them in relation to other lanes 
would provide significant incentive to the commuter 

• Accordingly, a toll differential system based on the number of car 
occupants and on the latest pollution check of the vehicle is the need 
of the hour 

• In Delhi, like in most metropolitan cities, drivers are supposed to carry 
a valid pollution under control (PUC) certificate with them 

• This is based on the Bharat Stage norms (BS) which are based on 
European regulations 

• While the latest BS-IV norms are due to be enforced in the whole 
country from this month onwards, there is no system for differential 
toll treatment for higher polluting vehicles and trucks 

• Therefore, the government should take this into consideration and 
introduce a differential toll treatment for less polluting and higher 
occupancy vehicles 

• Moreover, electric cars or battery electric vehicles should be 
completely exempt from the toll 

• This will not only incentivise people to regularly check their vehicle’s 
pollution, but will also help reduce air pollution 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu  The strange case of Kulbhushan Jadhav 
1. Context: 

• The military trial and summary sentencing to death of Kulbhushan 
Jadhav in Pakistan, with the Indian High Commission denied consular 
access to him, has plunged India-Pakistan relations into a crisis again 
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• Concern: Jadhav is not the first Indian to be caught and sentenced as a 
spy by Pakistan, but the first retired middle-level naval officer 

2. Jadhav’s case: Kulbhushan Jadhav alias Hussein Mubarak Patel was 
arrested by Pakistan in March 2016, allegedly in Balochistan, for 
espionage and abetting terror 

3. Reason for such behavior by Pakistan: This was a windfall for Pakistan 
as since the 2008 Mumbai attacks and the confessions of Pakistan-
born American operative David Headley, it had been seeking moral 
equivalence by alleging complicity of India’s external intelligence 
agency, the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), in almost every 
major attack, particularly by the renegade Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 

• In fact, the joint statement of Prime Ministers Manmohan Singh and 
Yousaf Raza Gilani at Sharm el-Sheikh in 2009 was widely condemned 
in India for unnecessarily allowing Pakistan to introduce Balochistan in 
the statement to discuss an alleged Indian hand in the Baloch uprising 

4. Real stories: 

• There is the usual Indo-Pak disagreement over facts 

• India claims Mr. Jadhav was conducting business out of Chabahar, 
Iran, for many years after retiring from the Navy, and that he has been 
abducted by Pakistani state or non-state actors from within Iran 

• The fact that despite specific provisions in the Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations, India was denied access to Mr. Jadhav only 
confirms that Pakistan does not want the truth to be revealed about 
the place and manner of arrest 

• India also argues that spies and operatives are not sent carrying their 
own passports 

• On the other hand, it is unclear why Mr. Jadhav was operating under a 
Muslim name, and if he did convert, why the government keeps 
referring to him by his earlier name 

• India has not challenged the authenticity of his passport, implying that 
it was not obtained by fraud or faked by Pakistan 

5. Fears regarding India: 

• Prime Minister Modi’s espousal of the cause of Balochis and the 
residents of Gilgit from the ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 
2016 only confirmed Pakistani fears that India abets terror and 
secession in Pakistan 

6. Why did Pakistan change tack suddenly sentenced Mr. Jadhav? 

• One trigger could have been the disappearance of an ex-ISI Pakistani 
military officer in Nepal 

• Another may be a desire to stoke further unrest in the Kashmir Valley 

• It could also be some re-balancing between the civilian and military 
authorities as Prime Minister Sharif awaits court judgement on the 
Panama Papers charge 
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Source—The Hindu ( Army personnel using ‘human shield’: The rights thing 
1. issue: Reports of Army personnel using a young man as a human 

shield in Jammu and Kashmir’s Budgam district. This invites not only a 
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 swift inquiry and justice, but also compels the Army and the 
government to issue clear statements on the unacceptability of this 
shocking practice 

2. background: 

• A short video clip went viral showing a man tied to the bonnet of an 
Army jeep being driven through the street 

• It escorted election officials on polling day in the Srinagar 
parliamentary constituency 

• Heard in the clip, on what appears to be the public address system of 
the vehicle, are the threatening words, “Paththar bazon ka yeh haal 
hoga (this shall be the fate of stone-pelters)” 

• The man has subsequently been identified as Farooq Dar, a 26-year-
old who embroiders shawls, and the Army personnel are said to 
belong to the 53 Rashtriya Rifles 

• There is a lack of total clarity on exactly what happened, including 
how long Mr. Dar was tied to the bonnet 

3. Concern:The larger point here is that if he was indeed forcibly 
strapped on to the bonnet, it amounts to an instance of gross human 
rights violation, and must officially be called out in clear terms 

4. Where else have human shields been used? 

• Human shields have often been used cynically by terrorist 
organizations 

• The Islamic State uses civilians as shields in its battles, and the LTTE 
used them in the closing stages of the civil war in Sri Lanka 

5. Army viewpoint: 

• To use a person as a human shield is to abduct him, to hold him 
hostage, and to potentially put him in harm’s way 

• There is no argument that the Army, which is caught in a situation in 
which terrorists attempt to blend in with the civilian population, is 
fighting a difficult and unenviable battle 

• But the difficulties in fighting a hybrid war do not constitute a 
justification for the use of human shields, which is categorised as a 
war crime by the Geneva Conventions 

6. Way forward: 

• The Army must expedite the inquiry and act against the erring 
personnel where warranted 

• Its response must also publicly affirm its Code of Conduct vis-à-vis 
civilians, which includes the clause, “Violation of human rights… must 
be avoided under all circumstances, even at the cost of operational 
success” 

• To do any less would amount to being a party to rights violations 

 

GS:1—GEOGRAPHY 
 

Tourism sector 

 
 
 

Source—the Hindu ( Indian Railways’ draft policy aims at boosting tourism 
1. News: IR has brought out a Draft Tourism Policy 2017 for the first time 
2. Proposal: 

• It seeks to increase private partnership in running tourist trains 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

• Dedicated trains: Plans to introduce dedicated train services for 
domestic and international tourists, catering to customers at all 
income levels 

• Service providers: Plans to rope in several service providers, including 
Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) 

• Hilly areas: The IR will look to increase the frequency of hill tourist 
trains during peak season and has proposed reviving steam trains to 
be operated in hill stations. An effort will be made to involve private 
participation in operating more (hill tourist) trains and also to improve 
the financial conditions in hill railways in general through Public 
Private Partnership 

• Bharat Darshan Trains: These are planned, catering “for the masses” 
with sleeper class coaches 

• Religious tourism: For promoting religious tourism, the IR proposed 
introducing Astha Circuit Trains and State Tirth Trains 

•  

•  
3. Benefit: 

• To manage other services such as hotel accommodation and 
sightseeing for domestic and international tourists 

• Reserve special coaches for tourists on trains running through tourist 
spots across the country 

• It will auction such dedicated tourist coaches to tour operators at a 
premium based on which the tour operator may carry the 
passengers/tourists to be booked by it 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg Election Commission seeks funds for paper trail units  

What’s in news? 

 Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Nasim Zaidi has requested the Union 

Law Ministry for urgent release of funds, given the “prevailing 

environment,” to facilitate procurement of VVPAT (voter verifiable paper 

audit trail) machines for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections. 

VVPAT: 

 Voter-verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) or verifiable paper record (VPR) is 

a method of providing feedback to voters using a ballotless voting system. 

 A VVPAT is intended as an independent verification system for voting 

machines designed to allow voters to verify that their vote was cast 

correctly, to detect possible election fraud or malfunction, and to provide a 

means to audit the stored electronic results. It contains name of the 
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candidate (for whom vote has been casted) and symbol of the party/ 

individual candidate. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Justice Karnan’s outrageous defiance 

Key Points 

 He has brought the legal into unsavoriness, spurned all standards of legal 

lead and tossed an open test to the Supreme Court. His continuation as a 

judge makes a joke of popular government and the judiciary. 

 The instance of Justice C.S. Karnan is no longer recently abnormal or 

inquisitive; it is disreputable and grievous. The Calcutta High Court judge’s 

“order” summoning the Chief Justice of India and six judges of the Supreme 

Court to his ‘private court’ to face discipline under the Scheduled Castes 

and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, is yet another unsatisfactory 

attack against the apex court’s power. 

 Justice Karnan’s case strikingly uncovered the deficiencies of the collegium 

arrangement of arrangements. Nothing presents a superior defense for the 

implantation of more noteworthy straightforwardness in the choice of 

judges than his present nearness in the High Court. 
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Source—The Hindu ( 31 new seismological observatories soon) 
1. Initiative: The National Centre of Seismology (NCS), a unit of the Union 

Ministry of Earth Science, will install five observatories in Uttar 
Pradesh; four each in Bihar and Haryana; three each in Himachal 
Pradesh and Delhi; two each in Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasthan and 
Madhya Pradesh; and one each in Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Punjab, 
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal and Lakshadweep. 

2. Current status: The NSC maintains a National Seismological Network 
(NSW) comprising 84 seismological laboratories across the country.  

3. Function: These observatories record seismological activities after an 
earthquake and pass on the data to a control room, which generates 
relevant data on the quake. This crucial piece of information 
comprising the time, magnitude and location of the quake is then 
passed on to the Prime Minister’s Office, the Cabinet Secretariat, 
Ministries, State governments and District Collectors. 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
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Source – The Hindu ( Showers prove summer coolers for national parks) 
1. Context: The summer showers in parts of Mysuru and 

Chamarajanagar in the last week of March and the beginning of April 
have provided a reprieve from forest fires to both Bandipur and 
Nagarahole national parks. 

2. Concern:  

• Bandipur was severely affected this year and vast swathes of forests 
were burnt in fires during the onset of summer.  

• A forest guard lost his life while extinguishing fire, and 320 of the 
nearly 370 waterholes had dried up owing to the severity of the 
drought and the relentless heat. While the severity of the heat and 
the failure of rain last year left the waterbodies depleted, the forest 
fires ravaged the vegetation, resulting in fodder scarcity and making it 
a double whammy for the denizens of the jungle. 

3. Strategy: Notwithstanding the abatement of the fire threat, the 
authorities plan to retain the services of the temporary watchers 
recruited during the onset of summer for firefighting operations. 
“Nearly 300 temporary watchers were recruited and they will 
continue to be deployed in the forests for at least two more weeks 
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Fire safety 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express (Uniform service, tax in fire safety draft Bill) 
1. Context: A “ONE Fire and Emergency Service” for each state, “fire tax” 

on land and buildings, “fund for fire prevention and life safety” and a 
fee for deployment of the fire service beyond a state’s limits. These 
are some of the key suggestions in the Union Home Ministry’s draft 
Bill on fire safety, which has been sent to state governments for 
feedback. 

2. Need: Proposed almost two decades after the Uphaar cinema fire 
tragedy in Delhi, in which 59 people were killed, the draft Bill 
mandates the “appointment of fire and emergency service officers to 
ensure compliance to fire prevention and fire safety, mainly for 
cinema houses, hotels with 100 rooms and above, underground 
shopping complexes, multi-storied non-residential buildings above 50 
metres in height, among others 

3. About bill: 

• Titled ‘Maintenance of a fire and emergency services for the state’, 
the draft Bill states that the state government can issue a notification 
to “declare fire and emergency service to be an essential service to 
the community that may remain in force for six months and can be 
extended from time to time by a like notification”. 

• the Home ministry has proposed to “levy a fire tax on lands and 
buildings on which property tax by whatever name called is levied by 
any local authority in that area 
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• The draft Bill also states that “the fire tax shall be levied in the form of 
a surcharge on the property tax at such rate in terms of percentage of 
such property tax as the Government may, by notification in the 
Official Gazette, determine from time to time”. However, it says that 
no fee shall be levied on any buildings vested under the control of the 
government. 

• The Bill also proposes to charge a “fee” on deployment of fire services 
beyond the limits of the State. “Where members of the fire and 
emergency service are sent beyond the limits of any area in order to 
extinguish a fire in the neighborhood of such limits on the request of 
any State Government or local body or fire authority shall be liable to 
pay such fee as may be prescribed by the Government from time to 
time in this behalf 

• A fund to be known as “Fire Prevention and Life Safety Fund” for 
meeting any extraordinary expenditure related to firefighting and 
emergency management has also been proposed.  

• For better and effective management, the draft also suggests that the 
state government may divide territories into fire zones, divisions and 
sub-divisions. 

• The proposed legislation also fixes “liability of property owner to pay 
compensation on account of an action of his own or of his agent done 
deliberately or negligently leading to damage of other person’s 
property after the State government has declared the fire and 
emergency service as an essential service to the community”.  

 

• Besides taxation, the occupiers of buildings will be responsible to 
maintain fire safety systems, or else they will be liable for prosecution 

 

April ‘18TH ’, 2017 
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Source—The Hindu  (Legally enabling) 
1. The HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill related concern: 

• The HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill passed by Parliament does not 
guarantee access to anti-retroviral drugs and treatment for opportunistic 
infections 

• Understandably, HIV-positive people in the country, estimated at over 21 lakh, 
are disappointed that the Centre’s commitment to take all measures necessary 
to prevent the spread of HIV or AIDS is not reflected in the Bill, in the form of the 
right to treatment 

2. Providing access: 
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• The law only enjoins the States to provide access “as far as possible” 

• Analysis: Beyond this flaw, though, the legislation empowers those who have 
contracted the infection in a variety of ways: such as protecting against 
discrimination in employment, education, health-care services, getting insurance 
and renting property 

3.  the State must do 

• It is now for the States to show strong political commitment, and appoint one or 
more ombudsmen to go into complaints of violations and submit reports as 
mandated by the law 

• Here again, State rules should prescribe a reasonable time limit for inquiries into 
complaints, something highlighted by the Standing Committee on Health and 
Family Welfare that scrutinised the legislation 

• Access to insurance for persons with HIV is an important part of the Bill, and is 
best handled by the government 

• The numbers are not extraordinarily large and new cases are on the decline, 
according to the Health Ministry 

4. the reports suggestions: 

• Data for 2015 published by the Ministry show that two-thirds of HIV-positive 
cases are confined to seven States, while three others have more than one lakh 
cases each 

• Viewed against the national commitment to Goal 3 of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals — to “end the epidemic of AIDS” (among others) by 2030 — 
a rapid scaling up of interventions to prevent new cases and to offer free 
universal treatment is critical 

• Publicly funded insurance can easily bring this subset of care-seekers into the 
overall risk pool 

5. Way ahead: 

• Such a measure is also necessary to make the forward-looking provisions in the 
new law meaningful, and to provide opportunities for education, skill-building 
and employment 

• As a public health concern, HIV/AIDS has a history of active community 
involvement in policymaking, and a highly visible leadership in the West 

• It would be appropriate for the Centre to initiate active public consultations to 
draw up the many guidelines to govern the operation of the law 

• Evidently, the requirement for the ombudsman to make public the periodic 
reports on compliance will exert pressure on States to meet their obligations 

• In an encouraging sign, the Supreme Court has ruled against patent extensions 
on frivolous grounds, putting the generic drugs industry, so crucial for HIV 
treatment, on a firm footing 

 

GS:-- POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu  (Redefining citizenship) 
1. Context: 

• In March, the Supreme Court requested the government’s views on a PIL seeking 
to impose a lifetime ban on contesting elections for those sentenced to 
imprisonment for more than two years 

• Currently, the ban extends to six years after the completion of a sentence 
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• The proposed change, which is supported by the Election Commission, would 
effectively end the electoral career of many prominent political leaders 

2.  previous Amendments in electoral process: 

• The court held that citizens are entitled to cast a ‘none of the above’ vote, 

• The prisoners are disqualified from standing for election during periods of 
incarceration 

• The concealment of criminal antecedents constitutes a corrupt practice under 
the law 

• Electoral appeals to caste and religion are impermissible 

• Around the turn of the century, the court increasingly began making decisions 
addressing the ‘criminalisation of politics’ 

• Early decisions focused on disclosure and transparent process — ensuring, for 
instance, that candidates declared assets and liabilities, educational 
qualifications, and criminal antecedents 

• Yet, it was left to the wisdom of the electorate to decide whom to vote for 

• Similarly, parties were tasked with determining whether it would be appropriate 
to field candidates with criminal antecedents 

3. Disquieting developments: 

• More recently, however, the court has gone further; it has attempted to 
gradually reshape the ballot 

• At first glance, these come across as welcome developments — after all, who 
could fault the court for preventing prisoners or those with criminal records from 
contesting elections? 

• Yet, they raise fundamental questions about the nature of our democracy, and 
are deeply disquieting for a number of reasons 

4. OBJECTION RAISED: 

• First, the court has increasingly used the regrettable, caste-based taxonomy of 
‘purity’ and ‘pollution’ in its decisions 

• For example, in 2013, it endorsed the decision of the Patna High Court observing 
that candidates with criminal records pollute the electoral process, affect the 
sanctity of elections and taint democracy 

• The court’s language is symptomatic of its conception of its own role — as a 
sentinel of democracy seeking to ‘disinfect’ the electoral process 

• This is more than a poor choice of words 

• A constitutional right: Second, the court’s recent decisions have meant that 
whether the right to vote is a constitutional right or merely a statutory privilege 
is still a matter of contestation 

• Article 326 of the Constitution provides for universal adult suffrage, but does not 
specifically mention the right to vote 

• Rights that are not explicitly set out in the Constitution, such as the right to 
privacy, have routinely been impliedly read into the texT 

• But the court has refused to categorically recognise the right to vote as an 
inalienable constitutional right, frequently holding that it is a privilege that can 
be taken away as easily as it is granted 

• It is disconcerting that the court still does not clearly acknowledge a 
constitutional right to vote 

• Participation in the electoral process is often seen as a gateway right, or a ‘right 
of rights’ 

• Our only response to citizens whose candidate of choice has not been elected is 
to point towards their right to exercise that choice in the first place 
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• The absence of a constitutional right to vote has real consequences, for it makes 
it easier to impose wide restrictions on who can exercise that right, and the 
circumstances in which they may do so 

5. Alienation: 

• Closely tied to this refusal to clearly recognise a constitutional right to vote is the 
court’s endorsement of the embargo on the voting rights of prisoner 

• Blanket prohibitions on voting are the surest way of alienating a political 
community 

• The embargo is particularly draconian, for all prisoners, regardless of the 
seriousness of their offences or the length of their sentences, are denied the 
vote 

• Moreover, prisoners awaiting trial are also denied this ‘privilege 

• It is one thing for the court to introduce transparency-promoting measures with 
a view to allowing change to take place organically, but quite another to change 
the rules of the game to match its conception of the ideal electoral system 

• The right to vote and the right to contest elections are fundamental markers of 
citizenship in a constitutional democracy 

• Incrementally yet decisively, the court is changing what it means to be a citizen 
of this country 
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Source—the Hindu SC refers anti-defection law issue to larger Bench 
1. Issue: Will the anti-defection law apply to expelled members of either Houses of 

Parliament or Legislative Assemblies? 
2. SC stand: G. Viswanathan versus Hon’ble Speaker, Tamil Nadu Legislative 

Assembly: In this case, 21 years ago, the Supreme Court had concluded that a 
legislator expelled from his party shall be deemed to have “voluntarily given up” 
his membership of that party who got him elected and nominated him to the 
House 

• This legal fiction of deeming him to continue in the party post-election as an 
“unattached member” makes him therefore vulnerable to disqualification from 
the House on the ground of defection under the Tenth Schedule (anti-defection 
law) of the Constitution 

3. analysis: Under the Viswanathan judgment, the expelled legislator would still be 
susceptible to the “whims and fancies” of the leaders of the party which threw 
him out despite the fact that subsequently, after his expulsion, he had gone 
ahead and formed his own political party 

4. Recent issue: In August 2016, the Supreme Court refrained from adjudicating the 
constitutional question in expelled Samajwadi Party leaders Amar Singh and Jaya 
Pradha’s case 

• The court had then found the issue ‘infructuous’ as both leaders had by that time 
completed their tenure in Parliament 

• But Mr. Singh, whose political career has come a full circle with his re-induction 
into the Samajwadi Party and has a tenure in Parliament till July 2022, returned 
to the Supreme Court 

• concern now: He asked the court to take a second look at the question of status 
of an expelled legislator with regards to the Tenth Schedule and lay down the law 

• He contended that the application of Tenth Schedule to an expelled legislator is 
violative of the Basic Structure of the Constitution. 
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• Question still alive: SC observed that the fate of expelled legislators and the 
Sword of Damocles that hangs over them “remains to be dealt with as the same 
has not been answered with the efflux of time… the question remains alive 
today” 

5. Controversial:  

• At the centre of the controversy is the Supreme Court’s interpretation of 
paragraph 2(1) of the Tenth Schedule in the Viswanathan judgment of 1996 

• The court held that even if a member was thrown out or expelled from the party, 
for the purposes of the Tenth Schedule he would not cease to be a member of 
the political party that had set him up as a candidate for the election 

• He would continue to belong to that political party even if he was treated as 
“unattached” 

• The court had held that the act of voluntarily giving up the membership of the 
political party may be either “express or implied” 

• When a person who has been thrown out or expelled from the party which set 
him up as as a candidate and got elected, joins another [new] party, it will 
certainly amount to his voluntarily giving up the membership of the political 
party which had set him up as a candidate for election as such member 

6. The questions now referred to a larger bench are: 

• Status in either House of Parliament or the State Legislatures of a member 
expelled by his party? 

• Will the provisions of the Tenth Schedule to the Constitution apply to such a 
member? 

• Was the view taken in G. Viswanathan’s case as regards expelled MPs and MLAs 
in harmony with the Tenth Schedule correct? 

• Is the decision in G. Viswanathan’s case that expelled legislators must be 
“deemed to continue” to belong to the party which threw them out correct? 

• Can explanation (a) to paragraph 2(1) of the Tenth Schedule be extended to 
include Members of the two Houses of Parliament who are expelled from their 
parties? 

• When an expelled MP or MLA either joins another political party or forms his 
own party, can it be said that he had voluntarily given up his membership of the 
party in view of the legal fiction created by Explanation (a) to paragraph 2 (1) of 
the Tenth Schedule ? 

• What is the status of an ”unattached” Member in either House of Parliament or 
in the State Legislatures  
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Source—The Hindu  SC raps States on massive police vacancies 
1. News: SC was hearing the 2013 petition which claimed that law and order 

situation in the country was deteriorating due to a large number of vacancies in 
police services at all levels across States 

2. Supreme Court: Sought the personal appearance of home secretaries or 
authorised joint secretaries of six States together with a definite roadmap to fill 
up the long-pending vacancies in the States’ police forces. 

3. Data: The court found that Uttar Pradesh has 1.51 lakh vacancies, West Bengal 
with 37,325, Karnataka has 24,899, Jharkhand 26,303, Bihar 34,500 and Tamil 
Nadu has 19,803 posts vacant 

 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu ( 700 medicines made affordable for poor: PM) 
1. News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said the Central government had fixed 

prices for 700 medicines for the benefit of the people as part of a comprehensive 
healthcare policy 

2. Proposal: the government would make sure that the doctors prescribed only 
generic medicines. 

3. Other initiative: the government had given much required attention to 
preventive healthcare measures through the Swachh Bharat mission, which is a 
part of promoting preventive healthcare habits. 
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Source—The Hindu ( Cyber response unit to be set up, says Reserve Bank) 
1. News: The Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability and Development Council 

(FSDC) discussed the setting up of a Computer Emergency Response Team for the 
Financial Sector (CERT-Fin), the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said. 

2. Other agenda’s: 

• Issues such as setting up of Computer Emergency Response Team for the 
Financial Sector (CERT-Fin), roadmap for National Centre for Financial Education 
(NCFE) and macro-prudential framework in India were also discussed,” the RBI 
said.  

• The sub-committee reviewed the major developments on the global and 
domestic fronts that impinge on the financial stability of the country. 

3. Need: The move to set up an emergency response team comes in the backdrop 
of growing cyberattacks in the financial system. 

4. Initiative:  RBI had already created a specialised cell (C-SITE) within its supervision 
department to conduct detailed IT examination of banks’ cybersecurity 
preparedness, to identify the gaps and to monitor the progress of remedial 
measures. 
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Source—The Hindu ( No need for borrowing freeze’) 
1. Context: The demonetisation of high-value currency notes could be considered a 

far-reaching structural reform that triggers an escape clause from fiscal 
consolidation goals, as per the new fiscal management framework proposed by a 
high-level panel, said its chairman N.K. Singh. 

2. Proposal:  The four-volume report of the committee to review the Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act has suggested the creation 
of a new Fiscal Council and a focus on public debt to GDP ratio. 

3. Changes: a shift in focus to the debt to GDP ratio instead of just deficit 
percentages and the target of 60% debt to GDP by 2023 from the present level of 
about 68%. 

3a. reason: move in the direction of second-generation fiscal rules that advanced 
countries or successful emerging markets are following, this is the kind of a macro-
economic fiscal anchor supported by operational fiscal deficit targets they are following. 

4. Benefit: 
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• the coupling of states in the fiscal framework with a clear monetary policy 
framework would be a very powerful signal for the international community. 

•  Rating agencies also would like to see such a public debt anchor. 
5. suggested the repeal of the present FRBM law and a new legislation called Debt 

and Fiscal Responsibility Act 
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Source—The Hindu (Lonely and disinterested) 

1. Background: 

• China is steadily increasing its geostrategic presence in South, Central and 
West Asia. There is a China-Russia-Pakistan axis on the rise in Southern Asia 

• China and Russia are reveling in a new-found rapprochement and aim to fill 
the geopolitical vacuum bound to be created by the U.S. withdrawal from the 
region 
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2. Concern: New Delhi is increasingly looking like a grumpy old man constantly 
whining about age-old fears, stubbornly unwilling to explore new 
opportunities and face new challenges 

3. Past scenario: 

• Alliances are natural to international politics and friend-enemy binaries and 
historical hesitations are often cast aside when such alliances take shape 

• While China and Pakistan have been allies since the 1960s, China and the 
Soviet Union weren’t the best of friends during the Cold War, nor did they 
have a great relationship in the post-Soviet days 

• Pakistan and the Soviet Union were Cold War rivals, and Russia did not, until 
recently, share a close relationship with Pakistan 

4. Current scenario:  

• All that is changing now, with them ganging up to undo American dominance 
in the region, among other things 

• The Afghan reconciliation process is a major focus of this new partnership 

• In a December 2016 meeting in Moscow, they highlighted the importance of 
seeking a “flexible approach” to dealing with the Afghan Taliban 

• Clearly, this new axis of a resurgent Russia, ambitious China and opportunistic 
Pakistan, in combination with other related developments, will not only 
diminish U.S. power in the region but could also potentially constrain Indian 
influence 

• Sino-Russian relations, through joint military exercises and the Russian sale of 
advanced weaponry to China, for instance, could hurt India’s strategic options 
globally 

5. Chinese mindset: 

• Beijing has traditionally been a reluctant dealmaker, preferring to stick to 
business instead 

• Of late, it has overcome this pragmatic inhibition, first by joining the Afghan 
peace process and now increasingly focusing on West Asia 

• In a sense, its engagement in regional conflicts is a logical extension of its One 
Belt, One Road (OBOR) project 

• Having committed huge sums to the project, Beijing realises that some of its 
inherent political risks should be reduced by engaging in regional conflict 
resolution processes 

6. West-Asia-conflict of interest: 

• Both China and Russia have been active in the West Asian theatre 

• Having vetoed U.S.-sponsored sanctions against Syria, they believe that it is 
necessary to nudge the warring Syrian factions to negotiate 

• Beijing has also been reaching out to and balancing the various adversaries in 
the region such as Israel, Saudi Arabia and even Iran, and increasingly talking 
the language of reconciliation 

7. South Asian politics: 

• Compared to the thornier West Asia, engaging South Asia is easier for China 
given that the smaller countries in the region see it as an infrastructure 
provider, with deep pockets and without the usual moral science lessons 

• Bangladesh, one of India’s close allies in the region, is likely to attend the 
OBOR summit in May and may even sign up for it 

• Chinese interest in Afghan reconciliation stems not only from a 
security/terrorism angle but also more significantly to ensure the 
sustainability of OBOR given its importance in providing access to Central Asia 
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8. Russian U-turns: 

• Make no mistake, Russia is looking beyond a reluctant India in South Asia 

• President Vladimir Putin has no time for diplomatic subtleties and tales about 
the long history of Indo-Russian relations 

• Ignoring Indian sensitivities, Moscow has gone ahead with forging strategic 
ties with Islamabad: from lifting the arms embargo, selling weaponry, 
discussing the future of Afghanistan, to joint military exercises 

• When Russia formally joins OBOR, it will have indirectly taken a position on 
Kashmir which is not necessarily in keeping with the Indian stand on the issue 

• If the Russian envoy’s remarks at the Heart of Asia conference in December 
are anything to go by, Moscow is also taking a pragmatic stand on terrorism in 
South Asia 

9. The Pakistan pivot: 

• The ‘global outcast’, Pakistan is today an inevitable lynchpin of Southern Asian 
geopolitics 

• In a world of realpolitik, norm regress and opportunistic bandwagoning, 
Pakistan is the new regional favourite 

• Whether we like it or not, now that Pakistan’s generals have waited out the 
Americans and NATO from Afghanistan, the outcomes of the Afghan conflict 
will largely be determined by Rawalpindi 

• This fits well with the Chinese and Russian regional grand strategies 

• Gone are the days when Islamabad was currying favour with Washington; 
today, Moscow and Beijing are actively courting it 

• Normative considerations apart, it is this sense of the big picture that 
prevents Beijing from acting against Pakistan-based terror groups; irritating 
India is a side benefit 

• For sure, Pakistan has consistently used terrorism as a tool of statecraft, and 
yet there is a recognition today that it is a pivotal state in addressing terror 

10. Conclusion:  

• The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor will pass through Pakistan-controlled 
territory that India has claimed 

• We should find a via media with China on the issue rather than publicly 
dismiss the initiative 

• Given that OBOR is a futuristic mega-project, its benefits as well as cross-
national and inter-continental linkages, all of which would eventually bypass 
India, will only become clearer in the years to come 

• To base our analysis on current cost-benefit calculations in terms of 
immediate returns and short-term sustainability is missing the big picture 

• Moreover, our ability to create regional infrastructural arrangements, 
excluding China and Pakistan, remains limited 

• In short then, a few decades down the line, India could end up far more 
isolated: the logical conclusion of an inward-looking political class 
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Source—The Hindu (IMD expects ‘normal’ monsoon but uncertainty looms) 
1. news: according to The first official forecast of the season by the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD), India is likely to get ‘normal’ monsoon 
rains. Rains are likely to be 96% of the 50-year average of 89cm for the 
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 monsoon season of June to September. The IMD’s estimate of 96% rains falls 
at the bottom edge of what it considers ‘normal’ monsoon rains. They are 
expected to fan out favourably and help agriculture 
Uncertainty: There is, however, a significant element of uncertainty in this 
forecast . There’s the looming threat of El Nino 
The IMD has adopted a new weather model this year, and it is still a work-in-
progress 

2. Background: 

• Every number forecast by the IMD has a built-in 5% error margin 

• India saw drought years in 2014 and 2015 

• As for 2016, it received 3% less than the 89 cm average, despite an IMD 
forecast of ‘above normal’ rains 

• Given the deficient pre-monsoon rains over large parts of Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala, good rains are essential this year to trap enough soil 
moisture for a healthy kharif crop, which is vital to keep inflation down and 
rural consumption up 

3. The El Nino: Characterised by surface waters of the equatorial Pacific 
warming up more than half a degree — is known to dry up monsoon rains 
every six out of 10 years 

• This year, international weather models as well as the IMD’s own dynamical 
global climate forecasting system model indicate that El Nino conditions 
might set in during the “latter part of the monsoon” 

4. IOD: Another climate phenomenon, called the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), 
which refers to a swing in the sea surface temperatures in the western and 
eastern Indian oceans, is also known to influence the Indian monsoon 

• A ‘positive’ IOD can counter an ominous El Nino 

• In its assessment, the IMD expects “weak positive IOD” to develop in the 
latter half of the monsoon, which means that it’s unlikely to be a potent ally 
this year 

5. New model: The dynamical model had a “different definition” for normal 
rains and wasn’t yet completely synchronised to the IMD’s monsoon 
forecasting system 

• Last year, the dynamical model in April had forecast excess rains (more than 
110%) and India ended up with 3% less 

6. Traditional model: April forecast model, is prepared by the IMD measuring 
five climate “predictors”, including the sea surface temperature in the south 
Indian Ocean in February, and the volume of warm water in the equatorial 
Pacific in February and March 

• Permutations of these numbers are crunched and statistically compared to 
IMD’s century-old data bank of monsoon rainfall to arrive at a consensus 
figure of what monsoon rains are likely to be 

• Failure of predictions: Since 2012, the April forecast has never been able to 
forecast the monsoon numbers right 

• In 2015, for instance, it said monsoon rains would be 93%, but India ended up 
with 86% 

• In 2014, it predicted 95% and the country ended up with 88%. On both 
occasions, the forecasts failed to signal the magnitude of the monsoon failure 
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Source—The Hindu ( New data safety regime from TRAI by Diwali) 
News: The Centre informed a Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court that the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is working on a new regulatory regime to 
ensure online data protection, and it will be ready by Diwali 
Need: With online transactions and presence increasing by the day, data protection 
needs to be fortified 
Data protection and privacy is all the more important now because the less literate 
use apps like BHIM and PayTM for cash transactions 
Right to be forgotten: Govt explained the need for online privacy in the light of ‘right 
to be forgotten’ of an individual 
This right, also called the ‘right to be erased‘, is one of the major casualties in the 
Internet age 
It deals with the person’s right to wipe out his past demeanours for which he has 
already suffered punishment 
The ‘right to be forgotten’ is practised in the U.K., the U.S. and the E.U. A person 
commits a minor felony and is punished at the age of 20 
But if a search is done on him in the Internet, the information about this felony is the 
first to pop up on the screen despite the fact that in the real world it is long past and 
forgotten 
Background: The debate was part of a Constitution Bench hearing for a declaration 
that a 2016 policy of instant messaging app – WhatsApp – to give Facebook access to 
information and personal details shared by millions of its users was a violation of their 
privacy and free speech 
Petitioners: The 2016 policy formulated by WhatsApp is unconscionable and 
unacceptable 
The policy maladroitly affects the freedom which is a cherished right of an individual 
under the Constitution 
Counter: WhatsApp does not share data, voices and messages, so no part of the 
content which is exchanged between two individuals is ever revealed to third party 
The actions of Whatsapp and Facebook are compliant with Information Technology 
Act of 2000 and in consonance with the Information Technology (Reasonable Security 
Practices and Procedures and Sensitive Personal Data or Information) Rules, 2011 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Common duct policy’ soon 

1. News:The Centre is likely to soon come out with a new policy under which a 

common duct will be laid across a city and service providers such as telcos and 

digital TV players can lease these ducts to pass their fibre through it to offer 

services to consumers. 

2. Advantages 

• Reduce operational cost of firms 

• Remove right of way challenges 

• Eliminate the need for frequent digging up of roads. 

• Additional revenue resource for the municipalities. 
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Source—The Indian Express ( Boom, bust) 
1. Context: Indeed, India received $9 billion of foreign portfolio inflows in March 

alone — the highest monthly portfolio inflow on record 
2. Reason for  this swing from depressive to manic behaviour 

• To be sure, the global reflation story was alive and kicking in the first quarter 
of 2017, with nominal GDP growing by 6% (annualised) for a second 
successive quarter — a significant jump over the last two years 

• More importantly, global manufacturing growth is finally on the surge, amidst 
tantalising signs that global business equipment spending is gaining steam 

• Advanced economies have suddenly found a second engine of growth: 
Business spending 

• Despite the growth lift, markets remain relatively sanguine about global 
inflation as oil prices are expected to be capped by the impressive supply 
response from shale 

• Consequently, even as activity lifts, markets believe that the Fed will remain 
relatively dovish, reflected in the fact that benchmark US treasury yields 
retreated to a five-month low in recent days 

• From an emerging markets’ perspective, this is as good as it gets 

• They get the benefit of stronger global growth through higher exports, but are 
shielded from tighter global monetary conditions 

• Asian exports have surged in recent months, and India’s own manufacturing 
exports galloped in February and March 

• Yes, the global economy is experiencing a cyclical lift. But we could be 
bouncing towards a malaise 

• The inconvenient truth is that the underlying fundamentals have not changed 
3. Global scenario: 

• In the US, for example, revealed potential growth – the sum of labour force 
participation and productivity growth – has fallen to an abysmal 1.1% in the 
last three years 

• So, for an economy that is near full employment, growth much stronger than 
this will simply elicit higher inflation and a faster hiking cycle from the US 
Federal Reserve 

• Europe is healing but is peppered with political risk in the coming year, 
starting as soon as this weekend 

• China has stabilised but at the cost of much-needed re-balancing 

• Finally, many emerging markets —India included — need to undergo a painful 
deleveraging and asset resolution process 

• So, the underlying structural malaise around the world is simply being 
papered over by a temporary cyclical lift emanating in advanced economies 

4. In the face of economic nationalism: 

• Global risks have risen under the radar as economic nationalism becomes 
more pervasive around the world 

• Much was made about the tightening of H1-B visas and its impact on India 

• What if the US were to impose a border-adjustment tax (BAT) to help pay for 
the promised tax cut later this year, especially since the expected fiscal 
savings from healthcare reform did not materialise? 
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• Either markets will have to brace for a much smaller tax package or accept a 
disruptive BAT to pay for a bigger tax cut 

• Both outcomes are likely to be badly received 

• The BAT is essentially a large tariff on imports into the US and would 
dramatically accentuate recent de-globalisation trends 

• It would also result in (potentially significant) pressure on the US dollar to 
appreciate, thereby creating innumerable complications for policymakers in 
emerging markets, who will be faced with sharp depreciation pressures of 
their currencies 

• Finally, think of US trade protectionism as being akin to a negative supply 
shock to the economy 

• The resulting price pressures would likely force the Fed to normalise at a 
faster pace 

• In turn, the growth-impinging fallout of more rapid normalisation could 
simply fuel more economic protectionism and nationalism 

5. important for Indian growth prospects 

• Because we are far more open — and therefore vulnerable — than we believe 

• India’s exports to GDP have almost doubled over the last 15 years, from 12% 
of GDP in 2000 to 20% of GDP currently, having peaked at 25% in 2013 

• To put this in perspective, India’s exports/GDP are at the same level as 
Indonesia and twice the level of a Brazil 

• This has crucial implications for India’s potential growth 

• India was able to attain 8.8% average growth between 2003 and 2008 
because exports were surging at nearly 18% a year in that period 

• In contrast, domestic consumption grew at just 6.5% and, more generally, has 
averaged 7% over the last 15 years 

• In the last five years, however, exports have grown at just 2.6% a year 

• With exports making up 20% of GDP, even if they were to grow at 5% (twice 
the level of the last five years), instead of the 18% growth in 2003-2008, we 
would need to deduct a full two percentage points from the 9% growth during 
that period 

• In other words, unless global prospects improve on a sustainable basis or we 
can find offsetting domestic growth drivers, 7% will become the new 9%, as 
regards India’s growth prospects 

 

6. Export products: 

• Furthermore, what we export today makes us slightly more vulnerable 

• Gone are the days of primarily exporting textiles, leather, gems and jewellery 

• Today, engineering goods and pharmaceuticals constitute 60% of the non-oil 
manufacturing basket 

• We find that these higher value-added manufacturing exports along with 
services are also much more sensitive to global growth impulses 

• So, volumes surge in the good times but collapse in down-cycles 

• Being more cyclical, they are also more volatile and risky 

• In particular, the bulk of India’s exports to the US are engineering goods, 
pharmaceuticals and IT services 
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• Given the high sensitivity of these sectors to the business cycle, any reduction 
in imports from the US — either through lower growth or increased 
protectionism — could disproportionally impact India’s exports 
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Source—The Hindu (Respect for national flag, anthem non-negotiable, Centre tells SC) 
3. Issue: Even as the Centre asserted that respect for the national anthem and 

flag is “a matter of national pride and non-negotiable”, the Supreme Court 
questioned the need to expressively define ‘respect’ for the two national 
symbols when such a feeling of reverence is already inherent in the 
Constitution 

4. Background: A three-judge Bench of Justices modified the court’s November 
30, 2016 order, making it compulsory for all to stand up in cinema halls when 
the national anthem is played. 

5. Exemption: the court exempted persons “who are wheelchair users, those 
with autism, persons suffering from cerebral palsy, multiple disabilities, 
Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis, leprosy cured, muscular dystrophy and deaf 
and blind” from the ambit of its November 30 order. 

6. Define respect: At the centre of the legal battle is a petition filed by Shyam 
Narayan Chouksey in October 2016. It wants Parliament to apply its mind and 
define ‘respect’ for the national anthem and flag under Article 51A (a) of the 
Constitution. If not, it alternatively wants the Supreme Court to issue a 
mandamus to the government to frame guidelines. 
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Source—The Hindu (Modi, McMaster discuss security) 
1. News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks on Afghanistan, the West 

Asian region and the Korean peninsula with the visiting U.S. National Security 
Adviser, Lt. General H.R. McMaster. 

2. Agenda:  

• Lt. Gen. H.R. McMaster shared his perspective with Prime Minister on the 
security situation in the extended region, including in Afghanistan, West Asia 
and the DPRK [Democratic People’s Republic of Korea]. During the 
conversation, they exchanged views on how both countries can work together 
to effectively address the challenge of terrorism and to advance regional 
peace, security and stability,” 

• The relations between India and Pakistan figured in Lt. Gen. McMaster’s 
discussions with Mr. Sharif. The Sharif government also briefed the U.S. 
official about the situation in Kashmir and ties with India and Afghanistan 
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Source—The Hindu (Railways seeks aid for unviable routes) 
1. News: The Railway Ministry has sought compensation for operating railway 

lines of strategic and national importance — a practice discontinued following 
the merger of Railway and Union Budget 
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2. Such projects include: National projects, projects of national importance, 
uneconomic branch lines, border area projects and all strategic lines 

3. Background:  

• Every year, the Indian Railways used to get subsidy from the Finance Ministry 
for losses incurred on railway operations on strategic lines 

• After the Budget merger, the Finance Ministry had discontinued the practice 
of providing annual subsidy to the Railways for operating loss-making 
strategic routes as the Railways was no longer required to pay an annual 
dividend 

• Recently, two Parliamentary bodies — Standing Committee on Railways and 
Estimates Committee — recommended that the Finance Ministry should 
continue compensating the Railways for losses in operating strategic lines 

4. Standing Committee on Railways: Considering the role of Railways in nation 
building, reimbursement to Railways on their operating losses on strategic 
lines is justifiable 

5. As these lines mainly cater to defence movements on border areas and 
development of social and backward region, the Committee recommends 
that reimbursement of operational losses on strategic lines and railway lines 
in hilly, coastal and backward areas should be continued 

6. The panel felt that compensation helped the Railways in providing relief 
towards “socially desirable projects” which are usually loss-making projects 

 

 

GS:3—ECONOMY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (RBI red flags banks’ telecom exposure) 
1. News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has raised a red flag over banks’ loans 

to telecom players and asked the lenders to increase their standard asset 
provisioning more than what is prescribed so that they can built ‘necessary 
resilience.’ 

2. Concern:  

• The telecom sector is reporting stressed financial conditions, and presently 
interest coverage ratio for the sector is less than one 

• Interest coverage ratio of less than one means the company’s EBIDTA 
(Earnings Before Interest, Taxes, Depreciation and Amortization) is not 
sufficient to repay interest, let alone principal. 

• Telecom players are reeling under a huge debt 
3. Solution: Consider making provisions for standard assets in this sector at 

higher rates so that necessary resilience is built in the balance sheets should 
the stress reflect on the quality of exposure to the sector at a future date 

4. Facts: 

• RBI governor Urjit Patel had earlier said five sectors, including telecom, 
contributed to 61% of the stress in the banking system. 

• Banks are reeling under asset quality pressure amid sluggish economic growth 
as their gross non-performing asset rate rose to 9.1% in September 2016, 
from 5.1% a year ago. 

5. Way ahead: The recommendations from TRAI such as reducing SUC (spectrum 
usage charges) fees to 1%, reducing licence fee payment to 3% and adopting 
revised definition of adjusted gross revenue… these are 3 big ones. They 
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would really provide financial oxygen to the industry and help them tide over 
this very stressed period 
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Source—The Hindu (Lines of defence) 
1. Issue: In the face of extreme and unreasonable complaints against Electronic 

Voting Machines by a number of political parties, the Election Commission 
perhaps had no choice but to have the working of the machines corroborated 
by a paper audit trail 

2. Concern:   To have such a facility ready for all constituencies by the 2019 Lok 
Sabha election is expensive (an estimated Rs. 3,174 crore) and also 
unnecessary (paper trails are at best required in a few constitutencies to 
corroborate results). Its request to the Law Ministry to release funds for the 
procurement of voter-verifiable paper audit trail (VVPAT) machines for the 
2019 Lok Sabha election should be interpreted in this context. As many as 16 
lakh VVPAT machines will be required and only an urgent release of funds will 
allow the machines to be ready in time for 2019. 

3. Current practise followed: 

• The EC has repeatedly assured voters that there are enough procedural and 
technical safeguards to prevent large-scale tampering or manipulation of 
EVMs.  

• Since 2006, elections have witnessed the use of upgraded EVMs — Model 2 
machines, with security features such as dynamic coding of key codes on 
ballot units and their transfer as messages to the control unit in an encrypted 
manner.  

• EVMs feature encoded software that is burnt one-time on to programmable 
chips, enabling them to be used as stand-alone machines rather than 
computer-connected units, thus preventing any hacking by remote devices.  

• Model 3 machines produced after 2013 have additional features such as 
tamper detection.  

• The EC has laid down procedural rules of locking and storing EVMs before and 
after polling, besides functional checks and tests in the presence of 
representatives of political parties. 

4. Benefit: The addition of the VVPAT machine to the process is to allow for 
cross-checking of EVM results through a paper audit, completing another 
layer of accountability to the indigenously produced machines (only the 
microchip is manufactured outside the country with the machine language 
embedded on it). 

5. Achievement: studies show the introduction of EVMs has resulted in a drastic 
reduction in electoral fraud (rigging, stuffing of ballot boxes, etc.) and allowed 
for greater voter participation. 
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Source—The Hindu (Equity in debt) 
1. Context: The advice of the expert committee to review the Fiscal 

Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act of 2003 requires 
attention 

2. Reason:  
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• Excessive and unsustainable borrowing by the government is obviously 
perverse as it entails a cost on future generations while crowding out private 
investment 

• irresponsibility has cost jobs, spiked inflation, put the currency in a tailspin 
and even brought the country to the brink of a default. 

•  The possibility of default may have resulted in the liberalisation of the 
economy in 1991, but the key trigger was irrational public spending on 
borrowed money in the late-1980s 

• Less than a decade later, with fiscal discipline faltering and the deficit 
shooting up to 10% of GDP, the FRBM law was enacted to ‘limit the 
government’s borrowing authority’ under Article 268 of the Constitution.  

• But the target to limit the fiscal deficit to 3% of GDP (by 2009) was abandoned 
after the 2008 global financial crisis as a liberal stimulus reversed the gains in 
the fiscal space, creating fresh macro-level instability. 

•  The FRBM Act’s deficit target is now only likely to be met next year. 

• Such damage transmissions from the political economy to the real economy 
need to be checked forthwith 

3. The committee’s proposal 

• to maintain the 3% target till 2019-20 before aiming for further reduction is 
pragmatic, as the ‘extraordinary and unanticipated domestic development’ of 
demonetisation happened during its tenure.  

• Such an event, the committee has said, could trigger an escape clause from 
fixed fiscal targets in its proposed rule-based framework.  

• Instead of focussing purely on the fiscal and revenue deficit numbers, which 
should be brought down to 2.5% and 0.8% of GDP respectively by 2023, the 
panel has called for paring India’s cumulative public debt as a proportion to 
GDP to 60% by 2023 — from around 68% at present. 

4. Conclusion: 

• A clear fiscal policy framework in tandem with the monetary policy 
framework already adopted could act as a powerful signal of commitment to 
macroeconomic stability.  

• The Centre must swiftly take a call on the panel’s recommendations — 
including for a new debt and fiscal responsibility law, and the creation of a 
Fiscal Council with independent experts that could sit in judgment on the 
need for deviations from targets.  

• It is equally critical that States are brought on board, as the 60% debt target 
includes 20% on their account. Their finances are worsening again even as the 
clamour for Uttar Pradesh-style loan waivers grows. 

April ‘20th ’, 2017 
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Source—The Hindu (Clouds of prosperity) 
Context: 

• India Meteorological Department forecasts ‘normal’ monsoon 

• It brings promise of a year of growth and good health for India’s economy 
and ecology 

• India will have a second consecutive year of normal rainfall, after two years 
of drought 

Benefits: 

• This boosts the prospects of enhanced agricultural output, healthy reservoir 
levels, more hydropower and reduced conflicts over water 

• A normal monsoon will relieve water stress in cities if they prepare 
catchments and reservoirs to make the most of the season 

• Good monsoons will test the efficacy of the expensive water management 
initiatives launched during 2014 and 2015 by the Centre and the State 
governments to harness rainfall and build resilience for future drought cycles 

Why will the monsoons be good? 

• IMD’s experience shows, forecasting the all-India summer monsoon rainfall 
is fraught with uncertainties and has often gone off the mark 

• The dynamic model that it is using this year to make a forecast that includes 
an assessment of two phenomena: 

• A possible late onset El Niño in the Pacific Ocean 

• Variations in sea surface temperatures that create the Indian Ocean Dipole 

• El Niño is expected only in the later part of the year when the monsoon is in 
its final stages, the expectation of normal rainfall is reasonable (A 
confirmation could come in June) 

Agricultural infrastructure: 

• More than half the population is sustained by agricultural livelihoods, 
therefore, highly efficient water utilisation holds the key to higher farm 
productivity 

• Preparing for drought remains a top priority today, in spite of a big increase 
in outlays for irrigation made over successive five-year plans 

• Data on five decades of grain output from 1951 show that the negative 
impact of drought on productivity is disproportionately higher than the 
positive effects of a normal or surplus monsoon 

• This underscores the need to help farmers with small holdings to look ahead 

What needs to be done: 

• Agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan pointed that focus has to be on plant 
protection, water harvesting and access to post-harvest technologies 

• The NITI Aayog has also been calling for ways to cut water use, since India 
uses two to three times more water per tonne of grain produced compared 
to, for example, China, Brazil and the U.S 

• The way forward is to create ponds, provide solar power for more farms, 
mechanise operations and expand drip irrigation coverage 

• Aiding small farmers with the tools and providing them formal financing can 
relieve their cyclical distress 
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• The area under drip irrigation, estimated to be less than 10% of net area 
sown, can then be expanded 

• The government should incentivize residents to install scientific rainwater 
harvesting systems 
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Source—The Hindu (No threat to visas for professionals’) 
1. Context: The Union government has defended its foreign policy oriented 

towards job creation, and indicated that the latest measures taken by Australia 
and the United States will not curtail visas for Indian professionals 

2. Fact: Insofar as H1-B visas are concerned, the cap has remained at 65,000 since 
December 2004 when the H1-B Visa Reform Act of 2004 was enacted by the U.S. 
Congress 
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Source—The Hindu (NGT orders closure of industries near Bellandur Lake) 
1. Issue: Banning the dumping of any kind of municipal solid waste around 

Bellandur Lake, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) directed immediate and 
complete shut-down of all industries around the water body 

2. Guidelines:  

• All the industries located in the vicinity of Bellandur Lake and discharging 
effluent are hereby directed to be closed.  

• No industry is permitted to operate unless inspection by a joint inspection team 
is conducted and analysis of effluent is found to be within the permissible 
limits. 

• The green panel ordered the State Pollution Control Board to seal industries 
violating its directions. 

•  It also announced an environment compensation of ₹5 lakh on anyone found 
dumping waste in and around the lake. 

• NGT directed a committee comprising officials of BDA, KLCDA and UDD to 
oversee one-time cleaning of the lake in one month, including desilting, 
removal of all waste from the lake and surface cleaning.  

• The bench directed all authorities to ensure that no untreated sewage enters 
the lake. 
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Source—The Hindu (Nod for purchase of VVPAT machines) 
1. Context: The Commission had recently received a memorandum from 16 

parties demanding that the paper ballot system be reintroduced for greater 
transparency. 

2. Need: It can be seen by the voter through a screened window for seven 
seconds to check if the vote has been correctly recorded. 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

 
 

3. Background: The Supreme Court in an order dated 8th October, 2013 had 
directed that [the] Government of India may provide required financial 
assistance for procurement of requisite number of VVPAT units for 
implementation in [a] phased manner.  

4. Estimate: Overall, 16,15,000 machines are needed and if the order is placed in 
April 2017, then the machines can be delivered by September 2018 

5. Fact: Two public sector firms, Bharat Electronics Limited and Electronics 
Corporation of India, are entrusted with producing these machines 
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Source—The Hindu (Our job is not to kill our people) 
1. Context: the Supreme Court questioned its silence over judicial enquiry 

commission reports accusing its personnel of committing atrocities in Manipur 
during insurgency 

2. Army stand:  

• Army  said its job was not to kill “our own country’s people”. 

• The Army accused that the findings of the judicial probes may have been 
inadvertently “biased” as the judges who headed the inquiry commissions were 
locals.  

3. Concern: If the Army is disbelieved, then the whole system will go haywire and 
cannot work 

4. Background: The arguments come in the backdrop of a curative petition filed by 
the Centre in the Supreme Court to urgently re-consider a July 2016 verdict, 
which ripped open the cloak of immunity and secrecy provided by the Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) Act of 1958 (AFSPA) to security forces for deaths caused 
during encounters in disturbed areas. 

5. The SC had held that “there is no concept of absolute immunity from trial by a 
criminal court” if an Army man has committed an offence. The curative petition 
argues that the judgment has become a fetter against security forces involved 
in anti-militancy operations in sensitive and border areas of the country. 
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Source—The Hindu (State entities can seek loans overseas) 
1. News: Large infrastructure projects being executed by State government 

entities will find it easier to tap international funds from bilateral financing 
agencies, with the Cabinet enabling them to directly access funding from such 
agencies on the basis of a central government guarantee while keeping such 
loans off States’ books. 

2. Highlights: 

• The funding arrangements that bilateral agencies such as Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) provide, is either with State governments or central 
PSUs — State entities are not allowed 

• If any State entity needs funding for its projects, it has to approach the State 
government and any such funding would be included under the State’s 
borrowing limits set by the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 
(FRBM law).” 

3. Benefit: 
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• State Budgets also have pressure to spend on welfare schemes. If international 
funding is coming in, if that gets included in the FRBM calculations, then 
infrastructure projects will suffer 

4. Way ahead:  

• But it must be used prudently for select projects in a State as taking such 
financing out of the FRBM framework could tempt States to borrow too much 
for all sorts of projects 

• There need to be some checks in place to ensure that future governments 
aren’t saddled with too much long-term debt on terms that appear to be soft 
now, but could become costlier over the years if you factor in the forex risk on 
top of the inherent risks in long-gestation infrastructure projects 
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Source—The Hindu (H-1B visa restrictions may lead to layoffs) 
1. Context: Mr. Trump signed an executive order calling for a review of the H-1B 

visa program and sought increased scrutiny to prevent its abuse. The U.S. move 
comes amid heightened curbs initiated by other nations including the U.K., 
Singapore and Australia, which has eliminated its 457 visa program 

2. Impact:  

• U.S. President Donald Trump’s plans to tighten visa norms for skilled workers 
could potentially hurt margins at India’s IT services providers and may lead to 
layoffs in the sector 

• The visa curbs will increase cost of delivery leading to a margin fall. As a result 
IT firms can’t afford to have bench and there may be layoffs.” 
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Source—The Hindu (The case for mediated settlements) 
1. Context: The country’s banking sector is severely stressed with one-sixth of the 

gross advances of public sector banks (around Rs. 7 lakh crore) being non-
performing assets (NPAs). 

2. Concern:  

• Existing statutory remedies of insolvency, restructuring of companies, 
securitisation of debts yield much litigation but insufficient recoveries. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) brought out a Corporate Debt Restructuring 
scheme for resolution of dues from the larger companies which account for 
70% of the debt portfolio; despite it being a well-structured system, it has 
failed to deliver substantially.  

• It, however, omitted from attention the smaller borrower with loans less than 
Rs. 10 crore. 

3. Proposal: Now attention is focussed on the concept of a “bad bank”, which 
would purchase the large loans from the holding banks. The latter would then 
have better-looking balance sheets; however, the former will find recovery no 
less difficult. It would then sell off assets to private buyers, who see 
opportunities for profit-making rather than investment in the economic 
productive sense 

4. Two core aspects appear to be the major roadblocks. 

• Issue: The first is the limiting aspect of direct negotiations between bank and 
debtor, which usually run on the lines of high demands by banks and low offers 
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by the debtor. The smaller borrower especially is faced with an imbalance in 
negotiating strength and is thus denied feasible, even if unattractive, 
settlement terms. Larger borrowers in acute distress may face similar 
problems. Settlement terms can be onerous which, if breached, have 
consequences of closure of business and sale of property. 

• Solution: mediation approach, where an independent neutral engages with 
both parties, is more likely, practically and empirically, to lead to faster and 
better agreements. In joint and separate sittings with the mediators, this 
consensual, non-coercive and confidential process enables the parties to 
discuss options such as debt concessions, repayment schedules, interest 
reductions, perhaps even additional credit with safeguards. 

• Mediation is now well accepted in India, both legislatively and through 
extensive use by the courts. Agreements reached through this process are 
enforceable without difficulty. If the RBI sets up mediation panels consisting of 
bankers, accountants and experienced mediators, that will provide the 
required institutional framework and enhance trust and credibility in the 
process and personnel. 

• Issue: The other major block, which paralyses decision-making in government 
and public sectors in India, is the fear of post-decisional retributive action by 
way of investigation and prosecution by multiple agencies such as the police, 
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the Central Vigilance Commission 
(CVC), the Lokpal, etc. Once initiated, the spectre of lengthy criminal trials 
looms, accompanied by fear of arrest, denial of bail and public ignominy. Courts 
respond inadequately — they do not speed up trials or consider bail 
applications expeditiously or penalise unnecessary prosecution. This inhibits 
settlements which are in the best interests of the bank but involve some 
concession or latitude inevitable in reaching the best compromise. 

• Solution: Freedom to take sound commercial decisions must be statutorily 
structured, else all our schemes will come to naught. One way is to create a 
high-level body before which settlement agreements can be placed for 
approval. This body will examine the settlement to see if it is commercially 
advantageous and is in the interests of the public sector financial institutions, 
taking all prevailing circumstances into account. Where it comes to an 
affirmative conclusion, that should provide complete immunity — from the 
police, the CBI, the CVC, the Lokpal and the courts — for the officers of the 
bank who have negotiated and recommended such solution. This is a better 
step than oversight committees which do not provide the backbone to take the 
commercial decision of beneficial compromise. 

5. Conclusion: Such a body needs to be headed with high authority, drawn from 
the top echelons of the judiciary, the RBI and public sector banks, serving or 
retired. It should be a multi-tier body when the number of cases increases, 
which will happen because once you offer mediated solutions with protection 
for sound decision-taking, then both banks and borrowers will know that it 
makes eminent sense to try this approach which essentially means no risk in 
trying for a settlement, and no risk in agreeing to it. 
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1. Context: Earlier this year, top administrators in Indian science submitted a 
detailed project report to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This paper has 
reviewed portions of the 48-page report, titled Vigyan 2030: Science and 
Technology as the Pivot for Jobs, Opportunities and National Transformation 

2. Highlights of the report: 

• One of its key recommendations is to have an independent science and 
technology authority that will have two parallel arms.  

• One, a ‘discovery arm’ that can organise the expertise of various organisations 
across states and regions to solve a basic research problem.  

• Two, a ‘delivery’ arm that will closely work with industry and evolve public 
private partnerships. Such an authority, the report envisions, will report directly 
to the Prime Minister.  

• SPARK (Sustainable Progress through Application of Research and Knowledge), 
as the body is tentatively named, will be overarching yet have “light touch” 
governance. 

3. Current status: 

• The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India is one such office. 
The NITI Aayog, now essentially a policy think tank, and tasked with 
coordinating States and research agencies, is another.  

4. Challenges:  

• Though they have no dearth of eminent, experienced scientists, they haven’t 
substantially vaulted science and technology in the country either. 

• The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research faces its own challenges of 
effectively translating its know-how.  

• Scientific departments in India, from the Department of Atomic Energy to the 
Department of Science & Technology, have bureaucracies of their own.  

• They battle the dilemma of having to take bold, expensive risks — that science 
by its very nature requires — and on the other hand, be accountable to the 
Finance Ministry. 

•  Not only does a new overarching body run the risk of “stepping on toes” but it 
will also be a challenge to exert solemn authority without being a cantankerous 
accountant. 

5. Way ahead: 

• It must, somehow, marry commerce and knowledge without being commercial 
and ensure that good ideas — beyond the Indian Institutes of Technology and 
Science — don’t die out for lack of funds or recommendations from influential 
scientists.  

• Any new idea, to rejuvenate the administration of science, must also ensure 
continuity. Very often, bold experiments are supported and incubated for a few 
years and by the exertions of individually-motivated leaders.  

• A change of government and new leaders has frequently meant ‘new priorities’ 
and the infant-death syndrome for the bold experiment.  

• Can SPARK have a legal structure that can have continuity and the purpose of 
its creation hard-wired into it? 
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Source—The Hindu (States to be consulted on BC panel Bill) 
1. Context: A select committee of the Rajya Sabha looking into a Bill according 

constitutional status to the Backward Classes Commission  will be inviting all State 
governments to depose before it, and hold meetings to end logjam 

2. the area of concern most expressed over the Bill revolved around the structure of 
federal government, and rights of State governments to get names of communities 
added to the Centre’s OBC list 

3. Under the new Bill, any addition to the Central list of OBCs will need to be cleared 
by Parliament. 
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Source—The Hindu (Logistics pact with U.S. ‘almost done’) 
1. Context: India is expected to notify the operationalising of the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) with the U.S. 
2. Background:  

• India and the U.S. concluded the logistics agreement, the first of the three 
foundational agreements between the two nations, last August. 

• The other foundational agreements are the Communications Compatibility and 
Security Agreement (COMCASA) and the Basic Exchange and Cooperation 
Agreement for Geospatial Information and Services Cooperation (BECA). 

• However, its implementation has been delayed, as India was unable to streamline 
administrative procedures to enable its operationalisation 

3. About agreement:  

• LEMOA gives access to both countries to designated military facilities on either 
side for refuelling and replenishment in primarily four areas — port calls, joint 
exercises, training and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 

4. Current status: The notification includes designating the points of contact for the 
U.S. military to work with and setting up a common account for payments. The 
U.S., which has similar agreements with several countries, has already notified the 
details 

5. Next step: After the notification, the U.S. is expected to formally ratify the 
agreement which will then operationalise the pact 
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Source—The Hindu (India, EU likely to resume talks) 
1. News: The talks between India and the EU that were stalled in the backdrop of the 

Italian marines crisis are likely to kick-start during the April 21-23 visit of a high 
official of the European Union. The Ministry of External Affairs announced that the 
High Representative of EU, Federica Mogherini, will hold discussions with External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj 

2. Agenda:  
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• will prepare for the 14th EU-India summit, to be held in New Delhi this year 

• likely to discuss the stalled trade pact between India and EU 

• A high-level Indian delegation will be in Italy on May 10-12 for the joint economic 
commission meeting,”  

• Fact: the joint economic commission had not met during the past five years 
because of the marines issue. 

3. Areas of cooperation:  

• both sides had also revived joint working groups on defence, and science and 
technology.  

• The joint working group on terrorism also met in January this year 
4. Areas of concern: 

• India-EU ties would still have a long negotiation over the free trade agreement 
between both sides 

• The main issues are over duties and market access but additional points of 
disagreement have reportedly emerged over new clauses that would not allow 
international companies to rush to international arbitration without completing 
cases in Indian legal system 

5. Italian stand on marine case: The visit of Ms. Mogherini, a senior Italian politician 
now with the EU, is significant as she is known to have adopted a hard position on 
the Italian marines case which turned into a difficult legal and diplomatic issue 
between India and Italy. 
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Source—the Hindu  Trading away our digital rights 
1. Context: WTO ministerial in Argentina in December 2017 will be a key 

battleground for whether WTO should start negotiating digital trade issues. These 
issues also figure in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership talks 
among ASEAN-plus countries (including India) 

2. India’s concern:.It has little to gain from them, and much to lose 
3. Need of the hour: 

• India must resist any digital trade negotiations at this time 

• It must first build its digital sovereignty — and digital rights — before it can begin 
negotiating a part of it in global trade talks 

4. Significance of Global trade: Global trade treaties are no longer just about 
reducing tariff. They represent a whole new global legal system supplanting 
national policy space and sovereignty, in the interest of global big business. With 
digital phenomenon restructuring most social sectors, the global trade 
negotiations are now eyeing the digital area in an attempt to pre-emptively 
colonise it 

5. Concern/problem: 

• Big data is the key resource in the digital space.  

• It is freely collected or mined from developing countries, and converted, or 
manufactured, into digital intelligence in developed countries, mostly the U.S  

• This digital intelligence forms a kind of “social brain” that begins to control 
different sectors and extract monopoly rents 

• Example: Uber’s chief asset, for instance, is not a network of cars and drivers 

• It is digital intelligence about commuting, public transport, roads, traffic, city 
events, personal behavioural characteristics of commuters and drivers, and so on 

6. Free and unhindered access: 
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• Free and unhindered access to the “network” running throughout our society to 
mine social and personal data from every nook and corner is demanded 

• This includes full access to local networks, right to set up networks, no custom 
duties on digital goods, no requirement of local presence, no local technology use 
or technology standards commitments, and no source code transparency for 
digital applications that run through our social and personal spaces 

• Basically, India must give up its right to regulate digital technologies and networks 
within its territory 

• Such regulation is required to ensure an equal playing field, open standards, 
privacy and security-related protections, promoting local technology content and 
other positive discriminations, like for open-source software which is Indian policy 
for public sector use, and for economic and social protections 

• We are being asked to give up our technology or digital sovereignty even before 
we have been able to identify and institute our digital rights, policies, laws and 
regulation 

7. Other agenda of WTO: 

• The second demand in trade discussions is of ensuring completely free flow of 
data across borders, with no requirement of local storing, even for sensitive 
sectors like governance, banking, health, etc. 

• Free global flow of data is a significant expression of self-declared ownership by 
global digital corporations over the social and personal data that they collect from 
everywhere, including India 

• The third key demand is the exclusion from future regulation of all services other 
than those already committed to a negative list, which will of course include e-
versions of every sector 

• India has been resisting global digital trade negotiations 

• Attempts will be made to flatter its self-image of an IT or digital superpower to 
seek concession 

• India’s global IT business relationships are largely B2B where the principal party is 
abroad, and owns the involved data 

8. India’s strengths: 

• India has native technical and entrepreneurial capabilities in the digital area, and 
to match them, a huge domestic market 

• Conditions are extremely good for developing strong domestic digital industry 

• For this, India must stave off pressure for entering into binding global 
commitments that would forever kill any such prospects 

• Indian policymakers should not regulate the digitisation of various sectors 
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Source—the Hindu ( Should we privatise water? 
Perspective 1: There is no case for water privatisation.  

1. Rationale i.e against privatisation:  

• In pushing for it, we are ignoring the key issue, which is better governance. 

• Privatisation of water is unwarranted, unjustified and unnecessary 

• In pushing for it, we are not addressing the key issue plaguing the water sector, 
which is a need for better governance 

• We need a democratic, transparent, accountable and participatory governance 
in a bottom-up approach, on each aspect where water privatisation is 
advocated 
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2. Need for privatisation: 

• There are lacunae in the urban water sector which are being used as a 
justification for pushing water privatization 

• Lacunae include losses, inefficiency, unreliability, corruption, issues of quality, 
and mismanagement 

• All of these are the root cause of lack of democratic governance 
3. International experience: 

• Nowhere has privitisation sustained over a long period of time in a 
comprehensive manner 

• What has been attempted is privatisation of some small sub-sector, say, water 
distribution, keeping the rest of the issues still in the public sector 

4. Role of urban water sector: 

• Urban water sector is not just about supplying fresh potable water to people in 
urban dwellings 

• The urban water sector also involves multiple layers- Sourcing of water, 
Deciding which is the best among available options, Getting potable water 
through purification plants for equitable distribution through huge infrastructure, 
Managing sewage generated through another set of huge infrastructure, It 
involves creating infrastructure at many different levels and managing such 
created infrastructure along with natural sources 

• It also aims to achieve a sustainable and optimum system 
5. Concern:  

• The private sector works on one bottom line: profit maximization 

• Management of water supply is an issue of rights and a basic need, as 
acknowledged by the judiciary 

• Any attempt to see water only as a commodity is bound to have multiple 
disruptive consequence 

• When privatisation is mooted as a solution, it comes with a promise that it will 
create competition and that the consumer will benefit 

• A look at the power sector shows that this promise has not been delivered 

• The power sector is not only a monopoly but refuses to submit itself to public 
audit 

• The current government in Delhi has not only provided free water to the lowest 
consumers, but has also managed to expand the distribution network and bring 
down losses 

• It is possible and necessary to improve public water governance 

Perspective 2: We should wait for the government to deliver on its promise on 
drinking water or try public-private models 

Issue: Water is an asset of society and cannot be owned by the government, let alone 
the private sector 

Current situation: 

• We have over 50% non-revenue water (water put into the distribution network 
after being treated is untraceable) 

• We have irregular water supply hours ranging from a few hours daily to once a 
week or perhaps once in two weeks 

• We have 60% pipe coverage and hardly 4% metering, leading to large wastage 
of water with no accountability 

• In sewage, 38,000 million litres per day (mld) of untreated sewage is 
discharged in lakes and rivers 
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• The result is that 21% of diseases are water-borne; we lose over 10 crore 
person-days every year due to water-borne diseases 

Case study: 

• In Nagpur, we are engaged with the city’s municipal body, and the right to 
connect and disconnect water supply rests with the Nagpur Municipal 
Corporation, which decides on the tariff 

• The Corporation follows a telescopic tariff structure 

• The private partner, that is us, gets paid a fee for every unit (metre cube) of 
water supplied, billed and collected 

• So tariff and fees are separated 

• The PPP model ensures that every bungalow, flat, and slum gets tapped 
water that is metered and for 24 hours 

• The largest beneficiaries are the people in the slums who no longer have to 
wait in queues for 6-8 hours to collect their bucket of water 

Lessons from Nagpur: 

• Nagpur has both a 24×7 water distribution project as well as a 100% privately 
funded 200 mld sewage treatment plant for reuse 

• The sewage treatment project with private funding has multiple benefits for 
society 

• If we are able to re-use treated water from thermal power stations in Nagpur the 
city will be free of both capital and operational expenditure for 30 years 

• The contamination of nearby rivers/lakes will stop 

Perspective 3: The SC’s Public Trust Doctrine, rather than privatisation or 
nationalisation, is the answer to India’s water problems 

Data: India’s most important water resource is groundwater. It provides 80% of our rural 
and urban drinking water, as industrial water and more than two-thirds of water for 
agriculture, which takes up most of our water resources 

Past: Groundwater in India is governed by 19th century British Common Law, which 
states that whoever owns the land has the right to draw unlimited quantities of water 
from below that land 

Concern: Thus, private property in land extends to private control over water. In many 
respects, our water crisis today is the result of this privatisation of groundwater, which 
we inherited from the British 

Water table problem: 

• It is not adequately recognised that nearly two-thirds of India’s land mass is 
underlain by hard rock formations 

• The natural rate of recharge of these rock formations is very low 

• Once you extract water from these rocks, rainwater takes a long time to 
percolate below the ground and restore the water table to its original level 

• From 1970s onwards, we started using tube wells to extract groundwater 

• Private extraction of groundwater happened in a competitive race to get water 
from greater and greater depths 
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• This ends up successively lowering the water table, so much so that today we 
speak of “mining” of groundwater, with both water tables and water quality 
falling precipitously 

• In Punjab, people are drinking water that has uranium in it; in Bengal there is 
arsenic 

• This is because groundwater has been treated as a private resource, which has 
been subject to destructive competitive extraction 

• A classic example is that of a soft drinks giant depriving the people of gram 
panchayat Plachimada in Kerala access to drinking water 

The way forward 

• At last count, India had 30 million wells and tube wells. It is impossible to police 
30 million groundwater users or to issue them licences and monitor them 

• Challenge: This will be an administrative nightmare and give rise to massive 
corruption 

• We should instead recognise the common pool resource character of water 
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Source—The Hindu (Closer to Brussels) 
1. Context: While traditionally focussed on economics and culture, today the EU and 

India are taking bold steps to also deepen the strategic dimensions of their 
partnership. 

2. Challenges: 
While the EU and India share similar world views, especially on effective multilateralism, 
they have rarely found instruments to pursue objectives together and their relationship 
has stumbled over many impediments in recent years: stalled negotiations over the Free 
Trade Agreement, mutual recriminations on combating climate change, and divergent 
positions on Russia’s role during the Crimean crisis. As a result, the strategic partnership 
has been far from “strategic”. 

3. Reversal of relation: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Brussels and the 
resumption of the EU-India summit in 2016, after a break of four years, marked a 
turning point. The summit saw a much stronger focus on security cooperation and 
the adoption of a joint declaration on counterterrorism. 

4. Highlights of the meeting: 

• the EU’s new Global Strategy (2010) underlines the “direct connection between 
European prosperity and Asian security”. 

•  In their meetings, Ms. Mogherini and Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and 
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval should focus on converging foreign policy 
priorities into coordinated or common practices. 

•  Foremost is dealing with challenges in their shared extended neighbourhood, 
which stretches from Istanbul to Islamabad and from Moscow to Mauritius. This 
Eurasian arc of instability is of critical importance to Brussels and New Delhi’s 
aspirations to stabilise their regional peripheries. 

5. Way ahead: 

• Afghanistan would be the logical starting point. Political coordination through an 
EU-India-Afghanistan trilateral, with regular security consultations to exchange 
assessments, could be the first step in this direction.  

• The Indian Ocean region offers another potential area for cooperation. 
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• With uncertainty surrounding American commitments and the formidable rise of 
China, the EU and India will also have to stop ignoring the dragon in the room. 

• Finally, the EU and India also have similar stakes in stronger international 
institutions and a liberal order that protects global commons cooperatively. If they 
agree to expand consultations on issues such as climate, trade and space, it is 
likely that Delhi and Brussels will find themselves agreeing far more times than 
usually expected. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Waiting for the Lokpal) 
1. Issue: In a hearing recently regarding non-operationalisation of the Lokpal and 

Lokayuktas Act, more than three years after the law was enacted, Attorney 
General Mukul Rohatgi reportedly argued in the Supreme Court that the court 
has no powers to direct the government on when and how the law should be 
enforced. 

2. Concern: A lack of will on the part of the government to implement the anti-
corruption law 

3. Reason: With the government’s refusal to recognise anyone as the Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP) after the general election in 2014, the appointment of the 
Lokpal became an immediate casualty as the selection committee of the Lokpal 
includes the recognised LoP. 

4. Govt action: In order to operationalise the law, the government had its task cut 
out — introduce a Lokpal amendment Bill in Parliament substituting the 
recognised LoP in the selection committee with the leader of the single largest 
Opposition party in the Lok Sabha. In fact, a similar amendment was required in 
the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act for the appointment of the CBI 
Director; it was introduced by the government and passed expeditiously 

Analysis: However, for the Lokpal law, instead of bringing in a single amendment to 
alter the composition of the selection committee, the government introduced a 10-
page Bill which proposed to fundamentally dilute the original law. Given the 
controversial nature of amendments, it was referred to a parliamentary standing 
committee. The Bill continues to languish in Parliament. 

5. Concern:  

• The Lokpal Act stipulated that by July 31, 2016, Section 44 related to disclosure 
of assets of public servants was to be operationalised irrespective of 
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appointment of the Lokpal. To prevent the asset disclosure provision from taking 
effect, the government introduced another amendment Bill. 

• The law was thus diluted even before it could be operationalised. The Lokpal 
Amendment Act, 2016, did away with the statutory requirement of public 
servants to disclose the assets of their spouses and dependent children provided 
for under the original law. 

•  It also dispensed with the need for public disclosure of these statements and 
empowered the Central government to prescribe the form and manner of asset 
disclosure. 

•  This was a critical blow as the Lokpal was established to act on complaints under 
the Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA); one of the grounds of criminal 
misconduct under the PCA relates to a public servant or any person on his/her 
behalf being in possession of pecuniary resources or property disproportionate 
to known sources of income.  

• Since illegally amassed assets are often handed over to family members, public 
declaration of assets of the spouse and dependent children of the public servants 
was necessary to enable people to make informed complaints to the Lokpal. 

• Further, the response to a query under the RTI Act revealed that the Minister had 
misled Parliament. 

•  Despite the Minister’s assurances on the floor of the House, the Lokpal 
Amendment Act, 2016, passed by Parliament was never referred to any 
parliamentary standing committee for deliberation. 

6. Analysis:  

• Experience in India has shown that the requirement for seeking prior sanction 
from the government for prosecuting government officials is a critical bottleneck 
and results not only in huge delays but also, and often, in the accused never 
being prosecuted.  

• To address this problem, the Lokpal Act vests the power of granting sanction for 
prosecution in the independent institution of the Lokpal. 

•  Instead of reinforcing this provision, which insulates the prosecution process 
from government influence, the PCA amendments strengthen the requirement 
to seek the government’s permission before prosecuting a public servant by 
increasing cover to even retired public officials.  

• By requiring the Lokpal to seek permission from the government before it can 
prosecute officials in cases of corruption, the proposed PCA amendments make a 
mockery of the independent institution and render the entire exercise of 
demanding an empowered Lokpal futile. 
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Source—The Hindu (India, EU discuss next summit) 

News: 

India and the European Union firmed up plans for holding the 14th bilateral summit to be 

held in India later this year. 

Common area of concerns between the two: trade, counter-terror cooperation, maritime 

security and defence cooperation. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg  Indian Navy test-fires land attack version of BrahMos missile ) 
News 
The Indian Navy today moved towards acquiring a pin-point ability to attack targets on 
land with its first test of the land-attack variant of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile. 
The missile has a range of 400km. 
This is the first time a land-attack variant of the missile was fired from a warship and also 
the first sea-to-land missile test in the country. 

Key Facts: 

BrahMos, derived from Russian P-800 Oniks or Yakhont missile, is a joint product of India 

and Russia. 

The present range of the BrahMos is 290 km, which is now in the process of being 

extended up to 450 km following India’s entry into the Missile Technology Control 

Regime last year. 

The Indian Navy began inducting the first version of BrahMos Missile System in all of its 

frontline warships from 2005. BrahMos can be launched in single or in a salvo from ship 

towards single or different types of targets within an interval of 2-2.5 seconds in various 

trajectories. 

The Navy has already inducted anti-ship versions of the BrahMos on its warships 

including the Rajput and is integrating them into two other ships of the class. 

The missiles will also equip the three 7000-ton Kolkata class destroyers currently under 

construction at the Mazagon Docks Ltd, Mumbai.  

Missile Technology Control Regime: The Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) is a 

multilateral export control regime. It is an informal and voluntary partnership among 35 

countries to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology 

capable of carrying above 500 kg payload for more than 300 km.  
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Source—The Hindu (pg Ease BHIM refund process, IT Minister Prasad tells NPCI) 
1. Issue: IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad has instructed National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI) to smoothen the refund mechanism for BHIM (Bharat 
Interface for Money) application. 
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2. Reason: This follows feedback highlighting that the process of getting a refund in 
BHIM application is more cumbersome compared to other applications 

3. Stats: 

• In the meeting, it was pointed out that now 56 crore bank accounts have been 
linked to Aadhaar, of the total 97 crore back accounts 

• According to government data, as on December 2017, Assam and Meghalaya 
have the lowest Aadhaar penetration at 6% and 9%, respectively. 

4. Need: the banks have been instructed to invest in and strengthen their IT 
infrastructure to deal with the rising number of digital payments and improve 
transaction success rates. Additionally, every bank has been instructed to have at 
least 30 Aadhaar biometric machines at every branch, and that 50 lakh such 
devices be installed in the current year. 
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Source—The Hindu (pg Why force people to get Aadhaar, SC asks Centre) 
1. Issue: The Supreme Court  questioned the Centre’s logic to make 

Aadhaar card mandatory for filing income tax returns, asking whether 
this would act as a remedy to end the generation of fake Permanent 
Account Number (PAN) and ration cards. 

2. Concern: The provision makes Aadhaar mandatory for getting a PAN. 
Possession of Aadhaar card is necessary for the continuing validity of an 
existing PAN and for filing returns under the income tax law. 

3. Argument:  

• Mr. Rohatgi replied that making Aadhaar mandatory for filing income tax returns 
under Section 139AA was a “legislative mandate.” 

• The Bench observed that the Supreme Court had asked the government to make 
Aadhaar optional until the very validity of the Aadhaar scheme on the basis of 
right to privacy was decided by the court. 
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Source—The Hindu (Centre does not care for widows, says SC) 
1. Context: In a stinging remark, the Supreme Court  said when it passes some 

directions, it is claimed that the courts are “trying to run the government”, which 
does not want to act. It said while castigating the government for not caring 
about the destitute widows in the country. 

2. The SC  imposed a cost of Rs. 1 lakh on the government for not coming out with 
the agreed directions to improve the condition of destitute widows, despite its 
direction and granted it four weeks to do so 

3. Background: The SC had earlier asked the Centre to convene a meeting to 
consider suggestions mooted by the National Commission for Women and 
formulate directions to improve the condition of widows. 
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Source—The Hindu (Soon, underwater tunnels will connect Howrah with 
Kolkata) 

1. News: A gigantic Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) began cutting deep 
inside the bed of the Hooghly river, commencing the construction of 
the first underwater metro tunnel in the country. 

2. Deadline: By the end of July, two tunnels running parallel will connect 
the twin cities of Howrah and Kolkata located on either side of the 
Hooghly 

3. About project: 

• The twin tunnels, about 520 metres long, are crucial to the much-
awaited ₹ 8,900 core East West Metro project that will connect Salt 
Lake Sector V in the eastern part of Kolkata to the Howrah Maidan 
across the river. 

• a dense concrete layer is being used to seal the tunnel, prevent the 
subsidence of earth, and stop seepage of water 

4. challenge: 

• However, the last hurdle being faced by the East West Metro Project is 
the threat the tunnelling work may pose to three heritage buildings in 
Kolkata. The Currency Building, an Italian structure that served as one 
of first banks of the country, and two 19th century Jewish monuments 
— the Maghen David Synagogue and the Beth-El Synagogue — stand 
close to the Metro tunnels 

• As per the existing rules, construction and mining operations are 
prohibited within 100 meters of protected monuments — but the 
Currency Building is 24 metres away from the Metro’s alignment, and 
the Beth-El and Maghen David synagogues are at a distance of about 17 
metres and 9.8 metres respectively. 
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Source—The Hindu (India calls for dismantling of terror havens ) 
1. Context: India strongly condemned attack in Afghanistan and blamed 

externally backed terrorists for the incident that killed at least 140 soldiers 
of the Afghan National Defence Forces. Indirectly pointing at Pakistan for 
offering support to the Afghan Taliban that carried out the attack in Mazar-
e-Sharif, India called for dismantling of safe havens of terrorism. 

2. Need of the hour: 
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• The terrorist attack is a stark reminder of the need to immediately 
dismantle the safe havens and sanctuaries that support and sustain 
terrorism in Afghanistan from outside its borders. 

3. India’s stand:  India remains steadfast in its support to Afghanistan in 
fighting all forms of terrorism and bringing perpetrators of terrorist violence 
to justice, wherever they may be  
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Source—The Hindu (A step forward for Indo-Bangla ties) 
1. News: The Tripura government has commenced the land acquisition 

process for the construction of India-Bangladesh Friendship Bridge over 
river Feni that demarcates boundaries between the two countries in south 
Tripura. 

2.  About project:  

• connect Sabroom of India and Ramgarh in Bangladesh. 

• India is also expanding rail network up to Sabroom to handle cargo 
consignments that would arrivefrom Chittagong port 

3. Benefit:  

• The bridge would facilitate implementation of a protocol India earlier 
signed with Bangladesh to use Chittagong sea port as a ‘port of call’. The 
port is 72 kilometre away from Sabroom. 

• Ultimate connectivity plan is to benefit Tripura and other landlocked 
northeastern States with international and domestic shipments using the 
sea port. 

 

GS:3—SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 
 

Vitamin C 

 
 

Source—The Hindu (IISc team unravels how vitamin C helps kill bacteria) 
1. Significance of vitamin C 

• vitamin C, an anti-oxidant agent, boosts and strengthens immunity is well 
known.  

• Its ability to speed-up recovery from tuberculosis and impede the TB 
causing bacteria from causing disease, and even kill the bacteria in culture 
at high concentration are also known. 

2. News: a study by a team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc), Bengaluru has found the molecular mechanism by which vitamin C 
impedes and even kills Mycobacterium smegmatis, a non-pathogenic 
bacterium that belongs to the same genus as the TB-causing mycobacteria. 

3. Mechanism: 

• During times of stress or hostile conditions, such as increased temperature 
and presence of antibiotics, bacteria tend to come together and form a 
biofilm to protect themselves.  

• The stress response pathway is crucial for bacteria to survive during hostile 
conditions. So blocking this pathway is a sure way of killing the bacteria. 

• In mycobacterium, the (p)ppGpp (Guanosine pentaphospahte or Guanosine 
tetraphosphate) is a key molecule in the stress response pathway.  

• The (p)ppGpp is synthesised by Rel protein, which in turn is made by the Rel 
gene. 
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4. Fact: The more the vitamin C concentration, the greater the possibility of 
vitamin C binding to the Rel enzyme, thus inhibiting (p)ppGpp synthesis. At 
about 10 mM concentration, the synthesis of (p)ppGpp molecule was 
completely inhibited. 

 
5. Conclusion: This suggests that vitamin C can act as a precursor for more 

potential inhibitors; it can be chemically modified into more potential 
derivatives,” they write. “Vitamin C is natural, and it can form one of the 
nutrient-based treatments of the disease. Vitamin C is water soluble and 
has no toxic effect 
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Source—The Hindu (More aerosol in atmosphere results in heavier rainfall) 
1. Finding: Contrary to the general notion that pre-monsoon aerosol loading 

results in decrease in seasonal rainfall, a long-term (2002-2013) satellite 
observational study and model-based analysis by researchers from the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur has found that higher aerosol 
loading results in delayed but more rainfall over Central and Northern 
India. 

2. Reason:  

• Higher aerosol loading changes cloud properties in terms of size (both 
height and width) and microphysics, which results in more rainfall. 

3. Mechanism:  

• Fourteen microns is the agreed raindrop size, and until it reaches this 
size, the growth of droplets in the cloud is primarily driven by 
condensation. When aerosol particles are higher, the number of 
nucleation sites increases resulting in far too many number of droplets. 
Under such circumstances, it takes time for the droplets to grow in size 
through condensation. 

• Once cloud starts forming due to convection, the presence of more 
aerosol particles tend to modify the warm phase microphysics as well as 
ice phase microphysics 

• Two forces — gravity and updraft (vertical velocity) — tend to act on 
droplets. Under high aerosol loading, rather than falling down as 
raindrops, the smaller droplets tend to rise upwards in convective 
atmosphere due to updraft. 

•  As the droplets are lifted up they tend to cross the freezing level and 
turn into ice particles. The process of water droplets turning into ice 
particles releases more latent heat of freezing and further invigorates the 
cloud. “Ice turns into water by absorbing heat. Similarly, when water 
turns into ice it gives off heat. This release of heat further fuels the 
convection process and the clouds grow taller 

• As the height of clouds increases, the ice particles generated at top of the 
cloud come in contact with numerous water and ice particles and 
become bigger in size. This results in more ice mass in the cloud and 
eventually more rainfall when the ice particles fall down due to gravity. 

4. Impact: 
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• There is an increase in the condensation of water vapour into cloud 
droplets as the number of aerosol particles increases. But there is a 
reduction in radius of the drops formed near the cloud base 

• This results in delay in the onset and efficiency of the condensation 
process. 

• Although genesis of cloud systems is influenced by various 
meteorological parameters, aerosols are capable of strongly modifying 
the cloud structure, dynamics and composition during Indian summer 
monsoon 

• In the absence of cloud, aerosol particles tend to absorb solar radiation 
and this leads to warming or less decrease in temperature with height. As 
a result, there is suppression of convection leading to further suppression 
of cloud formation 

5. Conclusion:  

• Till now scientists have shown that presence of more aerosol in pre-
monsoon season may lead to reduction in total monsoon rainfall due to 
aerosol-solar radiation interactions. “But in our study we looked at co-
located measurement of aerosol, cloud and rainfall system. 

• The aerosol-cloud microphysical feedback suggests that higher aerosol 
loading can enhance the strength of convective rainfall and increase the 
frequency and intensity of extreme rainfall during Indian summer 
monsoon 
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Source—the Hindu It’s a bad law, just dump it 
1. Context: the Income Tax authorities once again fanned the embers back 

into the flames this week, by slapping a whopping ₹30,700 crore penalty 
on Cairn Energy, the erstwhile U.K. parent of India’s largest private sector 
crude oil producer, Cairn India. 

2. Concern: This is just the penalty. With the original tax demanded, the 
total jumps to over ₹40,000 crore, an amount large enough to make 
governments sit up and take notice. Explanations 4 and 5 to Section 9(1) 
(i) of the Income-Tax Act, 1961 (Indirect Transfer Provisions), as amended 
in 2012 — otherwise known as India’s infamous “retrospective tax 
amendment” — is back in business with a bang. 

3. Govt. stand: The retrospective amendment has made such demands 
legal. And as Mr. Jaitley himself has admitted candidly, a tax officer who 
does not pursue a legal demand, that too of such proportions, is liable to 
get into trouble with the Comptroller and Auditor General of India and 
with his own internal vigilance department. 

4. The issue is why the retrospective amendment is being allowed to 
continue in the statute books, that too by a government which has more 
than once asserted its determination to root out “tax terrorism”, and has 
rolled out the red carpet to foreign investors with its ‘Make in India’ 
initiative 

5. Current case: 

• Both the Vodafone and Cairn cases involve a transfer of ownership of an 
Indian entity by way of an overseas transaction involving parties which 
did not fall under Indian tax jurisdiction. In the Vodafone case, Vodafone 
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International Holdings B.V., a Dutch company, acquired 67% of an Indian 
company, Hutchinson Essar Limited, by buying 100% stake in CGP 
Investments (Holdings) Limited, a Cayman Islands-registered company, 
which owned the Indian assets of Hutchison Essar. 

• In the Cairn case, the assets held by Cairn India Holdings had to be 
transferred to a company registered in India, which was done by Cairn 
India (an Indian entity) buying the entire stake in Cairn India Holdings 
from Cairn U.K. Holdings. 

6. Issue: In both cases, the tax authorities argued that though the deal was 
between two overseas entities, the shares derived their value from assets 
held in India, and hence were liable for capital gains tax. The 
retrospective amendment itself came about after the Supreme Court 
struck down the demand in the Vodafone case. The government then 
amended the law to allow indirect transfers which derive substantial 
value from assets located in India to be subjected to tax. 

7. Two problem: 

• The first is that the amendment was used to nullify a judgment of the 
Supreme Court.  

• The second, and by far bigger problem, is that the amendment kicked in 
with retrospective effect from April 1, 1962. 

8. Conclusion:  

• Most foreign investors would, naturally, like to pay little or no tax, but 
actually have no quarrel with even a punitive or confiscatory tax regime, 
provided they can factor it into their business models. The problem arises 
when, after having started doing business, the rules are changed, with 
implications on business already done in the past. 

• The amendments would not have created anything like the controversy 
they generated, or caused as much damage to India’s reputation as a safe 
destination for investments governed by the rule of law, if they had been 
made with prospective effect. Instead, any deal done after April 1962 is 
fair game. And as long as the provisions exist, the babus will try to use it. 

• The demands have already cost India dear. It is fighting two international 
arbitration battles under provisions of bilateral investment treaties with 
the Netherlands and the U.K. and may well lose both. This will lead to 
significant quantifiable financial damages, quite apart from the non-
quantifiable losses of potential investments missed out. 
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Source—The Hindu (Centre mulls nodal body for transport) 
1. News: Centre has begun discussions to set up a national level nodal body 

called ‘Logistics and Integrated Transport Board’ for all transport-related 
matters across modes including aviation, railways, surface transport and 
waterways 

2. Objective: It will initially work on improving inter-ministerial co-ordination to 
facilitate an efficient multi-modal transport system in India 

• The aim is to gradually set up a single unified transport ministry by merging 
the ministries of Aviation, Railways, Surface Transport and Shipping to ensure 
greater ease of doing business and boost India’s internal and external trade 

3. Composition: The ‘umbrella’ Board — likely to be chaired by a Union Cabinet 
minister or a Secretary to Government of India 

• It will include top officials from other ministries concerned such as Finance, 
Commerce & Industry, External Affairs and Home, as well as senior 
representatives from the Indian industry and legal experts, especially to 
address competition aspects 

4. Background: The development comes at a time when conglomerates such as 
Adani Group are expanding their multimodal logistics operations and when 
the government looking to expedite the implementation of the Goods and 
Services Tax regime to make India a unified market 

• The National Transport Development Policy Committee, chaired by Rakesh 
Mohan: The report was submitted to the then Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh in January 2014 

• It had pointed out that nearly all of the 100 largest economies, all of the 
OECD countries, and all of India’s emerging market ‘peers,’ the BRICS 
countries, have a Ministry of Transport or similar integrated equivalent rather 
than the collection of mode-specific ministries found in India 
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5. Benefit: An effective multi modal logistics and transport sector will make our 
economy more competitive. 

• Some of these consolidated national agencies are also combined with the 
Ministry (or equivalent) of communication, a categorisation reminiscent of 
India’s early post-independence structure 

• India needs to have a single unified ministry with a clear mandate to deliver a 
multi-modal transport system that contributes to the country’s larger 
development goals including economic growth, expansion of employment, 
geographic expansion of opportunities, environmental sustainability, and 
energy security 

• It will help Indian traders to have access to hassle free global system for 
movement of goods by road or multi- modal means across the territories 

6. Other steps: The Centre is also reportedly planning to build 35 multi-modal 
logistics parks by investing more than Rs. 50,000 crore 

• In a bid to link India to global supply chains and logistics, the Union Cabinet 
had last month approved India’s accession to the United Nations TIR 
Convention 
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Source—The Hindu (Corruption, the top pain: poll) 
1. NEWS: The poll for pledges taken under the New India campaign run by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on March 12 
2. Outcomes: Corruption and the ways to fight it remain a major concern for the 

people 

• Nearly 70% of the respondents voted for a pledge to fight corruption 

• This was followed by Swachch Bharat and the campaign for Accessible India, 
of making public spaces accessible for the physically challenged 

3. About the campaign: PM Modi, after the results of the Assembly polls in the 
five States in March, started this campaign by launching the poll on pledges 
to be taken on various issues of interests by those who had downloaded his 
personal App, the Narendra Modi App 

4. The findings of the polls are significant in that the “government may tap into 
the enthusiasm” while prioritising issues 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (SEBI lines up reforms to check flow of black money) 
Context: Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), will soon put in place stricter 
norms to check any flow of black money into stock market though controversy-ridden 
P-Notes and also initiate steps for allowing mutual fund investments through e-
wallets 
Besides, SEBI will consider new norms for allowing options trading in commodity 
derivative market 
Highlights:  
Rules would be relaxed for registration of foreign investors and for common license 
to brokers to deal in equities and commodities 
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It will also consider making it easier for banks and financial institutions to get shares 
of the companies they have exposure to by way of conversion of loan into equity — a 
move seen as a major boost to the steps for handling the bad loan menace 
It will also take stock of long-pending investigations and cases, involving some big 
corporates, and will consider putting in place an internal guidance note for dealing 
with quasi-judicial matters 
Besides, it would also discuss the implementation of graded surveillance measures by 
the stock exchanges to check any manipulation of share price 
It will also consider new guidelines for dealing with offshore derivative instruments, 
commonly known as participatory notes (P-Notes), which have been long seen as 
being possibly misused for routing of black money from abroad 
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Source—The Hindu (Now, Australia wants a LEMOA) 
1. Australia has put forward a proposal to have a logistics support agreement 

with India on the lines of the one concluded with the US 
2. However, yet to take a call on it, India has said that it would first like to get 

the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Understanding (LEMOA) with the 
U.S. operational 

3. Background: India and Australia have been expanding their military-to-
military cooperation, especially in the maritime domain, given their shared 
interests and concerns in the Indian Ocean, with the rapid expansion of 
China’s naval presence in the region 

4. To facilitate cooperation in this regard, Australia has proposed a logistics 
agreement and has already submitted a draft to India 

5. Malabar exercise: The proposal comes in the backdrop of Australia’s recent 
request for observer status during this year’s Malabar trilateral naval 
exercises scheduled to be held in July 

6. While a formal decision has not yet been taken, it may not be accepted this 
year 

7. Indo-US: After a decade of negotiations, India and the U.S. signed LEMOA, 
the first of the three foundational agreements, last August 

8. However, it is yet be operationalised as India had to streamline its 
administrative procedures 

9. That process is now almost complete and the Defence Ministry is expected to 
issue the notification from its end in the next few days 

10. At the time of signing LEMOA, defence officials had said that that they were 
open to similar agreements with other countries as well, depending on the 
necessity and the advantage that they would bring to India 
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Source—the Hindu (Tale of two sections: On vexatious criminal prosecution) 
Context: Supreme Court has intervened to spare cricketer Mahendra Singh Dhoni the 
ordeal of facing a criminal trial 
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Trial was for allegedly insulting the Hindu religion by being featured in the likeness of a 
deity on the cover of a business magazine 
Act under which complaint was filed: Provision under Section 295A of the Indian Penal 
Code makes “deliberate and malicious acts intended to outrage religious feelings” a 
punishable offence 
Court’s interpretation: 
The court said there was no deliberate intent on the part of the cricketer or the magazine 
to hurt religious sentiments 
It drew upon the interpretation given to Section 295A by a Constitution Bench in 1957 that 
it only “punishes the aggravated form of insult to religion when it is perpetrated with the 
deliberate and malicious intention of outraging the religious feelings of that class” 
Satisfying that the highest court intervenes to stymie attempts by those claiming that their 
religious sentiments are offended by some act or remark of celebrities and dragging them 
to courts in different parts of the country 
What needs to be done: 
Judicial relief does come in the end, but the bitter truth is that the process is punishment 
It is time our lower courts stop taking reflexive cognisance of trivial or vexatious cases filed 
on the basis that the religious, caste or cultural sensitivities of some group have been 
offended 
Section 295A: 
Section 295A is a thinly disguised blasphemy law 
The only difference is that it is ‘secular’ insofar as it applies to all religions or all forms of 
religious insult 
Another provision is much misused section of the IPC — 153A 
Intended to punish those who promote enmity between different groups on grounds of 
religion, race, place of birth, residence and language, and doing acts prejudicial to the 
maintenance of harmony, this section has been employed to harass writers and artists and 
cast a chill on free expression 
Insult laws: 
The problem with insult laws, irrespective of the form they assume, is that they are 
inherently subjective 
There is no guessing what causes insult/offence/hurt to people, leaving it open for such 
provisions to be blatantly misused 
There is no saying what will scandalise a judge and therefore no saying when and for what 
contempt may be invoked 
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Source – the Hindu (Step up spending on infra, PM tells States) 

Key Points 

• Expressing that the vision of ‘New India’ must be acknowledged if all States 

cooperate, Prime Minister Narendra Modi encouraged them to accelerate capital 

use and framework creation. 

• This is the third meeting of the Governing Council of the NITI Aayog. 

• While there has been a 40% expansion in general reserve portion to States 

between 2014-15 and 2016-17, the rate of assets attached to focal plans has 
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declined from 40% of the prior aggregate to 25% of the improved aggregate, with 

a comparing increment in the unfastened share. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—the Hindu (Beijing’s Belt-Road plan overshadows BCIM meet) 

1. News 

• The two-day meeting of the Joint Study Group, a sub-regional group of the BCIM, 

is to review economic integration of the region focussing on trade and energy 

cooperation while facilitating the construction of an economic corridor from 

Kumning in south-west China to Kolkata. 

2. BCIM Economic Corridor 

• The Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar Economic Corridor is an activity 

conceptualized for noteworthy increases through sub-provincial monetary 

participation inside the BCIM. 

• The multi-modular passage will be the principal freeway amongst India and China 

and will go through Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

• These points of interest are visualized to accumulate from more prominent market 

access for merchandise, administrations and vitality, end of non-levy obstructions, 

better exchange assistance, interest in foundation advancement, joint 

investigation and improvement of mineral, water, and other regular assets, 

improvement of significant worth and supply chains in view of similar favorable 

circumstances, by making an interpretation of relative focal points into upper 

hands, and through nearer individuals to individuals contact. 
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Source—the Hindu (SC for broad anti-torture legislation) 
1. Supreme Court:  

• India may be finding it tough to secure extraditions because there is a fear within 
the international community that the accused persons would be subject to 
torture here 
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• It is a matter of both Article 21 (fundamental right to life and dignity) and of 
international reputation that the government must consider promulgating a 
standalone, comprehensive law to define and punish torture as an instrument of 
“human degradation” by state authorities 

• The court referred to the setback suffered by the CBI in its efforts to get Kim 
Davy — a Danish citizen and prime accused in the Purulia arms drop case of 1995 
— extradited from Denmark 

• A Danish court had rejected the plea on the ground that he would risk “torture or 
other inhuman treatment” in India 

2. Convention: India has signed the UN Convention against torture way back in 
1997, but has still not ratified it. The Convention defines torture as a criminal 
offence 

3. Petition: No steps have been taken to implement the Prevention of Torture Bill 
2010 even six years after it was passed by the Lok Sabha on May 6, 2010 and 
recommended by a Select Committee of the Rajya Sabha 

• Centre has also avoided an independent legislation on torture, saying that some 
States were not in favour of such a law and the Indian Penal Code and the 
Criminal Procedure Code were more than sufficient 

• A standalone legislation will certainly go a long way in creating the necessary 
environment to prevent abuse of custodial torture and human dignity of citizen 

4. Support from States: 90% of the States had no objection for a special law on 
torture and the NHRC itself had strongly supported the need for such a law 

5. The Indian Penal Code does not specifically and comprehensively address the 
various aspects of custodial torture and was grossly inadequate in addressing the 
spiralling situation of custodial violence across the country 

6. NHRC kept count: The NHRC kept count of incidents of custodial torture only if 
the inhuman treatment led to death and not otherwise. So a majority of cases 
simply went unreported. Unlike custodial deaths, the police are not required to 
report cases of torture which do not result in deaths to the NHRC 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express  A strategic encirclement 
1. Context: China’s state-owned Global Times newspaper reported last month that 

the People’s Liberation Army Navy’s (PLAN’s) second aircraft carrier, referred to 
as “Type 001A” is nearing completion. Another carrier, dubbed “Type 002”, is 
also under construction. The Type 002 represents a much bigger class of ship but 
will incorporate modern design and operational features, including a catapult 
and early-warning aircraft 

2. China’s grand strategy: 

• China has built runways and fortified seven artificial islands created in the Spratly 
group in the South China Sea (SCS) 

• India is encircled by a growing ring of Chinese power and influence 

• To the north, garrisons, airfields and missile sites linked by modern road-rail 
networks underpin China’s dominant posture on the Tibetan plateau 

• Xining-Lhasa rail link is progressing towards Nepal, where China has made 
significant political inroads 

• To our east, China’s Yunan province will gain access to the Bay of Bengal via rail, 
highway and pipeline, linking it to the deep-water port being built by China at 
Kyaukpyu in Myanmar 
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• On India’s western flank, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) will create 
access to the Arabian Sea from Xinjiang to the Pakistani port of Gwadar via Gilgit-
Baltistan 

• Further west, China has set up its first overseas military base at Djibouti on the 
Bab el-Mandeb 

• To our south, China has built a new harbour in Hambantota and modernised 
Colombo port for Sri Lanka 

• All three ports could provide bases or sanctuaries to PLAN ships and submarines 
deployed in the Indian Ocean 

• PLAN intends to deploy its expanded marine corps to Djibouti and Gwadar 

• The recent Chinese sale of eight diesel submarines to Pakistan and two to 
Bangladesh provides conclusive evidence of India’s “strategic encirclement” 

3. What Chinese say: 

• China’s sympathisers scoff at the “encirclement” thesis 

• They maintain that China neither wants war, nor seeks further territorial gains 

• It only wants economic engagement and tangible proof of friendship 

• India has consistently failed to provide this friendship by playing the Dalai Lama 
card, cosying up to the US and withholding cooperation on the “Belt and Road” 
initiative 

4. What China thinks about us? 

• China looms large in India’s security perspectives, the former does not regard 
India as a threat – or even a competitor 

• For Chinese strategists, asymmetry is inherent in such relations 

• They bluntly advise that rather than obsessing with futile dreams of parity, India 
must reconcile itself to a subaltern status vis-à-vis China 

• There is firm conviction in China that the root causes of the 1962 conflict were 
India’s “forward policy” and its putative ambition to seize Tibet 

5. China’s aim: 

• Hegemony in Asia, acquisition of nuclear weapons and the incorporation of Tibet 
into the People’s Republic 

• The growth of PLAN and the creation of the SCS island-fortresses can be used to 
forward-deploy ships, aircraft and missiles to threaten US or other naval forces 

• Such deployments could extend the operational range of PLAN surface and air 
forces by as much as 600-900 miles 

• While Port Blair is 900 miles from Chennai, it happens to be 1,900 miles from the 
Fiery Cross reef, via the Malacca Strait 

• When PLAN is the world’s second most powerful navy, it may feel confident 
enough to contemplate a re-enactment of 1962 in the Bay of Bengal to cut India 
down to size again 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Indian Express Three decades of mistrust 
1. Context: 

• Delhi and Colombo intensify their high-level political engagement 

• However, new opportunities for elevating the partnership are coloured by 
enduring suspicions in Sri Lanka 

• The country’s prime minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, is travelling to India this 
week and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will head to Sri Lanka next month to 
join the special international celebrations of the Buddha Jayanti in Colombo 
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2. For India: 

• For Modi, it will be the second visit to Sri Lanka in barely two years 

• This reflects his determination to overcome the unfortunate legacy of three 
difficult decades that saw a cruel civil war, India’s failed intervention and the 
accumulated distrust of Delhi in Colombo 

• Media reports from Sri Lanka suggest that Wickremesinghe is bringing proposals 
for the development of the Trincomalee area as a regional hydrocarbon hub in 
the Bay of Bengal and the eastern Indian Ocean 

• These proposals include the construction of a new LNG terminal and the renewal 
of the Second World War-era oil tank farms in Trincomalee in partnership with 
India 

3. Protests in Sri Lanka: 

• There is resistance in Sri Lanka to economic cooperation with India 

• Protesting the modernisation of the Trincomalee oil tank farms, the workers of 
the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation have announced a strik 

• Deep political reservations in Sri Lanka, held up the implementation of a 2003 
agreement with India on the development of tank farms 

4. Learning from neighbours: 

• Twists and turns in this story are part of a familiar but unfortunate South Asian 
pattern — the politicisation of economic projects 

• Our neighbours in East Asia, have learnt to separate political differences from 
mutually beneficial economic engagement 

• China and Taiwan don’t even recognise each other’s political legitimacy, but that 
has not stopped them from productive commercial cooperation 

• The idea of an all-encompassing Sino-Indian rivalry for regional influence has 
further created negativity in the region 

5. China’s role: 

• Since Sri Lanka has given port projects in Colombo and Hambantota to China, the 
story goes, it is now trying to compensate an unhappy India with infrastructure 
projects elsewhere in the emerald island 

• China is a major economic partner for Colombo and other regional capitals can’t 
be a surprise, after all, China is now the world’s second largest economy 

• Beijing has encouraged its companies to embark on a “go out” strategy and has 
infrastructure projects underway all across the world. 

6. Question on India: 

• How come Delhi, despite its size and proximity, has to “compete with Beijing” in 
the Subcontinent? 

• India should have been the preferred economic partner to all of its neighbours, 
but it is not 

• One part of the damning answer is that India had checked out of the business of 
regional integration after Independence 

• Delhi deliberately chose to discard economic regionalism — in the name of self-
reliance 

• In the reform era that began at the turn of the 1990s, Delhi has surely tried to 
undo the damage 

• But the effort was too weak to overcome the political burdens that weighed 
down India’s neighbourhood policy 

• Unfortunately for India, it also coincided with China’s rise and the dramatic 
expansion of its regional commercial influence 

7. “Neighbourhood First” policy: 
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• It is in essence about promoting regional economic integration 

• Sustained diplomacy has begun to pay off with Banglades 

• Delhi might need lots of patience, much hard work and a bit of luck to produce 
similar economic advances with Colombo 
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Source—The Hindu (The climate fight is global) 
1. Issue: 

• Farmers from Tamil Nadu were gathered in Delhi recently, carrying skulls, 
apparently belonging to those among them who had committed suicide.  

• They were seeking government assistance following the worst drought in the 
State in recent times.  

• Concurrently, there are several droughts in many other parts of the world, 
including Bolivia and several regions of Sub-Saharan Africa.  

• Scorched lands have led to dying livestock, withering crops, and parched 
communities. 

2. Concern:  

• Several recent extreme events such as wildfires, droughts, severe heatwaves and 
cyclones in other places have a clear signature of a changing climate, but in many 
cases these are exacerbated by other institutional failures. 

•  None of this has, however, persuaded the present U.S. government that 
anthropogenic greenhouse gases (GHGs) are responsible for climate change 

3. Current stand of USA:  

• Even though the U.S. has not technically withdrawn from the Paris Agreement 
from last December, when countries came together and set climate-related 
targets for themselves, President Donald Trump’s recent decisions are a 
sweeping repudiation of former U.S. President Barack Obama’s policies to reduce 
and limit pollution and GHGs. 

• Mr. Trump’s orders not only directed federal agencies to cancel or amend 
policies that might interfere with domestic energy production, but also slashed 
research budgets for climate change. 

4. Conclusion: How far Mr. Trump will continue to push for curbs on climate change 
reduction in the U.S. and any possible ripple effects from these remain to be 
seen. Under the circumstances, most commentators believe that his actions will 
have a limited impact. 

5. Way ahead: Nation states are the proper agencies responsible for curbing 
emissions to the shared global commons. Nevertheless, Mr. Trump’s 
recalcitrance shows that a change in political leadership could lead to the backing 
out of an international treaty by any signatory. Global agreements are often 
tenuous and need support and pressure from other actors within and across 
countries who function at many levels: states, territories or provinces within a 
country, cities, policy think tanks, scientists, philanthropists, local communities, 
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civil society organisations, investors, transnational groups and multinational 
industries. 
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Source—the Hindu (The best laid plans) 
1. Context: Planning Commission’s control-and-command approach towards States 

and PM oft-repeated emphasis on ‘cooperative federalism’, there were great 
expectations from the successor organisation, the NITI Aayog.  

2. The Five Year Plans — the last one ended on March 31 — were relegated to 
history, to be replaced by a three-year action plan. This was to be part of a 
seven-year strategy that would in turn help realise a 15-year long-term vision. 

3. Current approach:  

• When the Aayog’s Governing Council that includes the Prime Minister and all 
Chief Ministers met, it was hoped that the fine print as well as the big picture of 
the new planning approach had been worked out.  

• However, all that was handed out was a draft action agenda for the three years 
till 2019-20, with 300 specific action points.  

• This agenda is meant to be the first step towards attaining the envisioned 
outcomes by 2031-32.  

• This ‘New India’, as NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Arvind Panagariya put it, will 
ensure housing for all, with toilets, LPG, power and digital connections; access to 
a personal vehicle, air conditioner and white goods for ‘nearly all’; and a fully 
literate population with universal health care. 

4. Estimate: 

• the Aayog has presented estimates about the size of the economy and per capita 
incomes by 2031-32, though juxtaposing these with China’s performance in the 
last 15 years is a bit odd.  

• India’s GDP will rise by Rs. 332 lakh crore in the next 15 years, the Aayog 
reckons. 

5. Analysis: 

• Without the larger strategy and vision in place, the three-year action plan is likely 
to be more of an abstract wish list that Chief Ministers will now evaluate and 
revert on.  

• Effectively, till it is ratified by the Council, there is a vacuum in India’s policy 
framework — similar to the delayed starts of past Five Year Plans. 

•  It is not yet apparent if the 12th Plan’s innovation of painting alternative 
scenarios (of actions and outcomes) — a more useful tool for longer-term 
planning — has been adopted.  

• Meanwhile, the PM’s message to States to speed up capital expenditure and 
infrastructure development is important as pump-priming the economy is not 
only the Centre’s task. 

•  All the same, asking the States to take the initiative on switching India’s financial 
year to match the calendar year is unusual as it requires the Centre to take the 
lead by making public the report of the committee that has recommended this.  

• To make cooperative federalism truly effective, the Council, or Team India as Mr. 
Modi calls it, must meet more often — a nearly two-year gap in doing so is a 
recipe for communication breakdown. 
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Source—The Hindu  NITI Aayog mulls taxing agriculture income 

1. Govt think-tank NITI Aayog has suggested that agriculture income be brought 
under the purview of personal Income Tax in a bid to curb tax evasion 

2. Current status: All agricultural income is currently exempted from Income Tax 
regardless of its size 

3. Concern: While the provision is meant to protect farmers, non-agricultural entities 
sometimes use it to evade taxes by declaring agriculture as the source of their 
income 

• A key limitation of personal Income Tax regime is the small tax base 

• In assessment year 2014-15, only 3.65 crore individuals filed returns. Of this group, 
only 1.91 crore individuals or around 1.5% of the population paid any Income Tax 
at all 

• Therefore, the govt should endeavour to bring a large number of citizens into the 
direct tax net even if their tax liabilities are minimal 

4. Data: here were about 225 million households in India of which roughly 2/3rd were 
in rural India. Rural India was effectively out of the purview of all personal income 
taxation 

5. The three-year agenda, which Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Arvind Panagariya said has 
been prepared through extensive consultation with state governments, enlists 300 
specific action points 

6. The document has 7 parts with 24 chapters 
7. Other recommendations:  

• The Aayog has also proposed reduction of fiscal deficit to 3% of the GDP by 2018-
19 and the revenue deficit to 0.9% of the GDP by 2019-20 

• It has also suggested that high and rising share of NPAs in India’s bank be 
addressed through supporting the auction of larger assets to private asset 
reconstruction companies (ARCs) and strengthening State Bank of India-led ARC 
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• The Aayog said there was a need to bring down land prices to make housing 
affordable through increased supply of urban land 

• This can be done through measures such as releasing the land held by sick units 

• It has also called for reforming the Rent Control Act along the lines of Model 
Tenancy Act and promoting dormitory housing 
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Source—The  Surgical strikes here to stay 
1. What: India’s latest military doctrine has added surgical strikes, including across 

the border, among India’s possible responses to terrorist attacks 
2. The ‘joint doctrine Indian armed forces’ prepared by the Headquarters, Integrated 

Defence Staff was released by Admiral Sunil Lanba, Chairman, Chiefs of Staff 
Committee and Navy Chief 

3. The first joint military doctrine was released in 2006 
4. According to the doctrine: The response to terror provocations could be in the 

form of ‘surgical strikes’ and these would be subsumed in the sub-conventional 
portion of the spectrum of armed conflict 

5. According to the Navy: The doctrine will serve as a cornerstone document for 
application of military power in a “synergised manner leading to enhanced 
efficiency, optimum utilisation of resources and financial savings” 

6. According to an officer (points 6-14): The reclassification of surgical strikes shows 
that they are not a one-off event any more but part of several options that would 
be considered 

7. In the last two years, the Army had carried out surgical strikes across the border 
with Myanmar and Line of Control (LoC) Pakistan, targeting terrorist camps 

8. The revised doctrine was formulated in a record time of nine months 
9. Last year’s event of surgical strikes and increased tensions on the border gave 

further impetus to it 
10. Doctrines are always works in progress and keep evolving from time to time 
11. A colligate approach was adopted and all three service Headquarters actively 

participated in the formulation of this capstone document 
12. In the past decade or so, a lot of integration has taken place in the Indian armed 

forces which is highlighted in this doctrine, especially integration in the field of 
operations, training, management, and perspective planning 

13. The officer stated that this will be followed by formulation of other keystone 
doctrines like information warfare, training and so on in due course 

14. It speaks of the threat posed by radicalisation of youth and also lays emphasis on a 
proactive philosophy of the Indian armed forces 
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Source—The Hindu SC seeks common law against cross-border cattle smuggling 
1. ISSUE: The Supreme Court asked the Centre to extend to the India-Bangladesh 

border areas the rules framed to counter cross-border cattle smuggling to NepaL 
2. A Bench led by CJI J.S. Khehar was informed by govt counsel that the Livestock 

Animals Rules and Case Property Animals Maintenance Rules to prevent cattle-
smuggling across the Nepal border, framed in Dec 2016 on the basis of the SC’s 
orders, were now with the Union Law Ministry prior to its notification 
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3. The govt said the rules would have far-reaching effect on the authorities’ efforts to 
curb cattle-smuggling and they envisaged joint action by paramilitary forces and 
the district administrations 

4. Earlier on Monday: The Centre had proposed issuing “unique identification 
number sequences” for cows and their progeny to protect them from cattle 
smuggling 

5. Govt panel report in the SC: “ … Government of India, has devised a method of 
tamper-proof identification of cattle using polyurethene tags with unique 
identification number sequence. This may be made mandatory for all cow and its 
progeny throughout India for all cattle that is owned” 
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Source—The Hindu (Merging PSU banks will help: RBI’s Patel) 

1. News 

• Reserve Bank of India Governor Urjit Patel recommendation about Indian PSU 

banking system mergers 

• Banking sector could be better off if some public sector banks are consolidated. 

• Consolidation would help in dealing with the problem of stressed assets. 

• Public sector banks need to do is to raise private capital from the market and not 

rely on government largesse 

Present Scenario: India’s central bank was grappling with large stressed banking sector 

balance sheets. 
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Source—The Hindu China wants government-level talks on Kolkata-Kunming trade 
corridor 
news 
Highlights of Third meeting of Joint group on BCIM at Kolkata: 
Joint group : representatives from government departments and business and research 
organisations from the four countries 
Negotiations at government level: China stressed on the need to upgrade negotiations on 
the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIM–EC) to the government 
level . 
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About BCIM: 
The corridor stretches over about 3,000km — from Kolkata to Kunming in China via Silchar 
and Imphal in India, Dhaka and Jessore in Bangladesh, and Mandalay in Myanmar. 
The first meeting of the joint study group was held in China in 2013 and Bangladesh hosted 
the second in 2014. 
India’s Act East policy vision : Envisages mutual development and prosperity in our shared 
region 
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Source—The Hindu Odisha’s famous tiger dance losing its charm for many 

• Though the biennial Thakurani Jatra festival of Berhampur showcases the famous 
tiger dance or ‘Bagha Nacha’, experts feel that the standard of this folk form has 
gone down over the years. 

• It was part of the tribal life in the hilly regions of Bhanjanagar in Ganjam and 
adjoining Kandhamal districts, Odisha. 

• During the 21-day-long Thakurani Jatra festival, which is currently in progress in 
Berhampur, several people, including children, get their whole body painted like 
a tiger as a homage to Goddess Budhi Thakurani. 

• The dance was the key element of the critically acclaimed movie Bagh Bahadur by 
Buddhadev Bhattacharya, which won the National Film Award for the best feature 
film in 1989 
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Source—The Hindu (India, Sri Lanka slip on oil, trade deals) 

• Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesing, who arrived in New Delhi on 25 
April 2017 for official meetings, is expected to announce several MoUs on 
developing energy and infrastructure projects in Trincomalee and fast tracking 
negotiations for an upgraded free trade agreement – the Economic and Technical 
Cooperation Agreement (ETCA). 
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• But both face opposition in Sri Lanka. 
• External Affairs Ministry officials said they hoped to see the agreement on the 

Trinco Oil storage, which was first negotiated in 2003, and the development of 
infrastructure – highways, power plants, a refinery and an SEZ – around the key 
port town of Trincomalee wrapped up. 

• In a last-minute hitch on 23 April 2017 night, oil union workers in Colombo went 
on a strike against the planned MoU with India for 84 tanks in the Trincomalee 
upper oil tank farm, of which Sri Lanka is keen to retain at least 10 for use by the 
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation. 

• After day-long talks with Sri Lanka’s Petroleum Minister Chandima Weerakoddy, 
and an intervention by Mr. Wickremesinghe , the unions called off the strike that 
hit fuel supplies in the country on 24 April 2017, but claim they have an assurance 
that their concerns over leasing the tanks to India will be taken into 
consideration before any announcement is made. 

• Backing their protest were members of the Joint Opposition and the leftist JVP, 
who said the deal would give India control over energy resources in the island 
nation. 

 

• Meanwhile in Delhi, Commerce Ministry officials continued their three-day talks on 
the ETCA, which began on 24 April 2017, to iron out differences on the upgraded 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) of 2000 to include services, investment and 
technological trade, which has also faced opposition from political parties as well 
as some businessmen. 

• Acknowledging the problems, a Commerce Ministry official said India had sent a 
team to Sri Lanka recently to make presentations on the benefits of widening the 
FTA and had formally asked the government for a list of perceived “non-tariff 
barriers” that businessmen were complaining about. 

• External Affairs Ministry officials conceded that the ETCA was far from being 
concluded at present. 
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The expanding universe of IP 
Context: 
April 26 is World Intellectual Property (IP) day 
Over the years, global IP standards have steadily expanded beyond WTO requirements 
This is because of free trade agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) which India is currently negotiating with its trading partners 
Expanding IP: 
Data exclusivity is exclusivity over clinical trial data submitted by drug companies to the 
regulatory authorities for market approval, the grant of which could severely undermine 
access to medicines 
The propensity to expand the universe of IP is not new 
Businesses have demanded patent protection for the way they do business 
Motorcycle manufacturers have got into dispute over the trademark on the exhaust sound 
of motorcycles 
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Animal activists have fought for copyright in a selfie taken by a monkey 
IP in the modern world defies definition, transcends boundaries and has become 
synonymous with ascribing value to things that we don’t fully understand 
NEED OF data exclusivity 
The issue of whether India should offer data exclusivity — one of the key issues discussed 
in the RCEP — is tied to our understanding of what amounts to IP and whether we are 
obliged to protect it 
Data exclusivity prevents drug regulators from referring to or relying on data submitted by 
an originator company relating to a drug’s safety and efficacy while approving 
bioequivalent versions of the same drug, i.e. therapeutically equivalent generics and 
biosimilars for a fixed period of time 
A drug that comes to the market for the first time undergoes extensive preclinical and 
clinical trials on animals initially and human beings later before it is introduced for public 
use — a time-consuming and expensive process 
Developed countries, on behalf of their pharmaceutical lobbies, seek data exclusivity in 
developing countries arguing that this is necessary to recognise and incentivise the efforts 
put in to bring a new drug to the market along with recovering the research and 
development costs incurred 
However, such exclusivity would prevent market entry of generic versions of the drug, 
which could be detrimental to the larger public interest 
Pharma companies: 
Pharmaceutical companies have been pushing for data exclusivity to prolong already 
existing monopoly and delay competition from generics even after the expiry of the 20-
year patent term or to gain exclusivity on non-patented drugs 
In India, such a system may negate the impact of Section 3(d) of the Patents Act, which 
disallows evergreening patents 
With data exclusivity, a company could nevertheless gain exclusive rights over such drugs 
even though they are not patented 
Benefits of exclusivity: 
During the period of exclusivity, regulators are barred from using the originators’ data to 
grant marketing approval to generics 
Generic companies would then be required to repeat the entire cycle of clinical trials 
already conducted instead of merely establishing bioequivalence to prove efficacy 
As seen in countries where data exclusivity is granted, generic companies do not undertake 
such clinical trials and their versions of the drug accordingly stay off the market as long as 
the period of data exclusivity lasts 
With restricted market entry of generics, artificially high drug prices remain which puts 
medicines beyond public reach 
Unlike in the West, India does not offer data exclusivity and allows bioequivalent generics 
to be registered based on, among other things, trial data available in the public domain 
Test data as a public good: 
The argument that clinical trial data needs exclusivity in the light of the money expended is 
an untenable one 
Automotive companies spend millions of dollars on data generated in car crash tests to 
ensure passenger and pedestrian safety 
Automotive companies have not made any proprietary claim on the data generated 
Unlike automotive companies which use crash test dummies, pharmaceutical companies 
that test their drugs on human subjects have a greater obligation to make the data public 
and IP-free 
The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) does not 
mandate data exclusivity 
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Providing data exclusivity is a TRIPS-plus measure 
IP-like protection to data exclusivity is not advisable: 
First, it is an absolute protection granted without any institutional check such as opposition 
and revocation as available in other forms of IP and ends up as an irrevocable exclusivity to 
the originator 
Second, the U.S. Supreme Court in Mayo v. Prometheus, 132 S. Ct. 1289 (2012) has 
excluded patent protection to biological correlations, terming it as an extension of natural 
laws 
Extending IP-like protection to clinical observations will open a window to claim exclusivity 
in a subject matter traditionally excluded under patent law 
Third, offering IP-like exclusivity solely on the basis of money spent in regulatory testing 
will set a bad precedent for other industries that may now claim an IP when there is none 
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Source—The Hindu (A call for reform: On IMF’s quota system) 
Context: 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has demanded reforms to the International Monetary Fund’s 
controversial quota system, shedding light on the problems facing the Bretton Woods 
institution in today’s global economy 
About Quotas: 
Quotas determine the size of contingency funds at the disposal of the IMF to lend to 
countries in need of help 
It also determines the power of individual countries to influence lending decisions and tap 
into the funds themselves 
Though developing countries hold less than half the overall quota at the moment, with 
their rapidly increasing economic heft they have demanded a greater share — with limited 
success 
General Review of Quotas: 
Speaking at the spring meetings of the IMF, Mr. Jaitley reiterated the need to reform the 
quota system further 
Else, he warned, the legitimacy and credibility of the IMF could be eroded 
15th General Review of Quotas (GRQ), the most recent attempt to revise the size and 
composition of the system, was to be completed by October 2017, but the deadline has 
now been extended to 2019 
The delay was not unexpected, given the poor precedent set by the long delay in adoption 
in 2016 of the previous GRQ 
With the rise of competing global institutions ready to meet the capital needs of the 
developing world, the patience of countries such as India may be tested more easily 
viewpoint: 
At stake is the potency of the IMF in keeping up with the changed fundamental needs of 
developing economies 
The developing world is looking beyond the short-term crisis management tools that the 
IMF, as the sole international lender of last resort, has traditionally offered them for 
decades now 
China, for instance, with its steadily rising influence on the global economy, has grown to 
be the focal point for economies seeking alternative sources of capital to fund their long-
term growth needs 
This month, Mr. Jaitley announced that India is seeking $2 billion from the New 
Development Bank, set up by the BRICS countries in 2015 with a more equitable power 
structure, to fund infrastructure projects 
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The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, launched in 2014, could be an even bigger 
threat to the IMF’s influence given its larger membership, lending capacity and 
international reach 
Conclusion: 
In this environment of competition, the IMF will have to do more than just superficially 
tinker with its asymmetric power structure and outdated quota system 
Else, it could be slowly but steadily pushed into irrelevance 
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Source—The Indian Express Cities at crossroads: Starving the municipality 
Context: 
The current sources of revenue of municipalities in India are grossly inadequate for 
discharging the constitutional mandate of delivering public services 
The most recent threat to municipal finances came in the just concluded municipal 
elections in Delhi 
The Delhi Chief Minister announced that if the AAP came to power in municipal 
corporations, the Delhi state government would waive house tax for all residential 
properties — big or small, rich or poor 
However, he can fulfill this promise only if the Government of India (GoI) approves this 
move 
Property tax: 
Property tax is the single most important source of revenue for municipal corporations and 
municipalities 
It accounts for 30% of “own” municipal revenues in India 
While property tax is levied and collected by the urban local bodies, the state government 
has the power to design the property tax regime including the tax rates, exemptions and 
rebates, the tax base, and the basis for the valuation of properties as well as their 
revaluation every few years to account for rising prices 
This means that the political parties vying for power in the state can be tempted to 
promise a waiver or reduction in the property tax or grant of exemptions in order to win 
support during election time 
The largest source of revenue for the urban local bodies, therefore, tends to get caught in 
the wheels of the election cycle 
The resulting collapse of municipal services hurts voters, but they do not realise how it is 
directly linked to the populist decision to cut property tax or house tax as it is commonly 
called when levied on residential properties 
In various states: 
Rajasthan abolished property tax in February 2007 after the BJP formed the government in 
the state, delivering on its poll promise of 2003 
However, the tax was brought back within six months in a new incarnation as “urban 
development tax” to recoup the loss of revenue resulting from the property tax abolition, 
and also to retain access to Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) 
funds for urban infrastructure 
In Punjab, house tax on self-occupied residential houses, which form the bulk of the 
properties covered under the tax, was abolished in the late 1990s by the Akali Dal 
government 
In 2006, attracted by the desire to access JNNURM funds to build infrastructure in Amritsar 
and Ludhiana, the Congress government in Punjab entered into an agreement with the GoI 
to put in place a reformed property tax regime in these cities but was not able to 
implement the agreement 
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The Akali-BJP government was elected in Punjab in 2007 and again in 2012 
Property tax was finally introduced in 2013, although following the familiar pattern, 
property tax rates were cut by almost half and many categories were exempted during the 
campaign for the general elections in 2014 
Haryana and Himachal Pradesh have also each had a bash at blowing the budgets of their 
municipalities by giving major exemptions in their property tax regimes 
Under-exploited tax: 
Property tax is grossly under-exploited in India, even though it remains the largest source 
of revenue for urban local bodies 
There is need to set up a property tax board in each state which could set out better and 
more transparent methods of assessment, valuation and collection of the tax, using GIS 
and other IT tools 
There is need to add a municipal finance list in the Constitution which should specify taxes 
that are exclusively in the domain of the local government 
Above all, there is need to heed the advice of the 14th Finance Commission: “The state 
government should not provide exemptions to any entity from the tax and non-tax levies 
that are in the jurisdiction of local bodies. In cases where the grant of such an exemption 
becomes necessary, the local bodies should be compensated for the loss” 
From Constitution: 
It is 25 years since the 74th Constitutional Amendment mandated that state governments 
transfer to urban local bodies the responsibility for functions such as urban planning 
including town planning, regulation of land-use and construction of buildings, roads and 
bridges, provision of water, sanitation, public health, urban amenities such as public parks, 
gardens and playgrounds, slum improvement and upgradation, etc. 
A number of these functions have been devolved by the state governments over the past 
25 years 
Once transferred, town planning can be used as a major instrument to unlock land value so 
that the cities can go about the business of land zoning and developing urban 
infrastructure with the finances raised in the process 
State Finance Commissions: 
Devolution to urban local bodies is supposed to be based on the recommendations of state 
finance commissions (SFCs) set up by the state governments 
SFCs are supposed to spell out the principles for sharing/devolving a part of the revenue of 
the state governments to municipal bodies, but they have not been able to challenge the 
state-level political resistance to devolve funds to the urban local bodies 

 

 

April ‘27th ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC 

 

 

GS: 3—ECONOMY 
 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

IMF forecast 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (The world is still flat) 
Context: 
The IMF sees world economic growth accelerating from 3.1% in 2016 to 3.5% in 
2017, and 3.6% in 2018 
Both advanced and emerging economies are poised to do better 
Years of secular stagnation: 
In 1999-2008, the world economy grew at 4.2%, with emerging markets firing 
away at 6.2% 
But the IMF’s projections do hold out the hope that the world economy may 
emerge from the prolonged slump it has seen consequent to the financial crisis 
of 2007 
Many economists believe that the world economy was in the grip of ‘secular 
stagnation’, an expression coined by the economist Alvin Hansen in the 1930s 
Hansen argued that where savings substantially exceed investment, the real 
interest rate tends to drop to a very low level 
Alvin Hansen’s reasoning: 
Conventional monetary policy operates by reducing nominal interest rates in 
order to stimulate growth 
Where the nominal interest rate is already close to zero, there isn’t much scope 
for cutting interest rates 
In conditions of ‘secular stagnation’, conventional monetary policy is doomed to 
be ineffective 
The burden of reviving growth in such a situation falls on fiscal policy 
This means running up large government deficits and increasing public debt 
But markets will finance government borrowings only up to a point, and there is 
also resistance among policymakers to increased government spending 
Description of the world economy in recent years: 
Economists underlined that the real interest rate had indeed been falling for 
several years. This was because savings were rising and investment was falling 
Higher savings flowed from factors such as greater inequality (the rich can spend 
only so much), and greater life expectancy and reduced post-retirement benefits 
(which means people have to save more to provide for retirement) 
Investment had fallen because capital goods had become cheaper, the new 
economy did not require a great deal of capital and population growth had 
slowed (which meant lower demand for goods down the road) 
With decreased spending, inflation rates also fell in the advanced world 
Current situation:  
In recent months, inflation is trending upwards 
The spectre of a deflationary spiral has thus been dispelled 
The stock markets have soared consequent to the election of Donald Trump as 
U.S. President, and household debt is once again rising in the advanced world 
We cannot be certain, therefore, that the projected acceleration in growth in the 
medium term is based on a solid recovery 
The IMF warns that high income inequality is likely to persist. This means that an 
important cause of ‘secular stagnation’ will remain unaddressed 
Expectation from the U.S.: 
Much boost to market sentiment has to do with expectations that the U.S. will 
see a strong fiscal stimulus through the combination of tax cuts and massive 
infrastructure spending that Mr. Trump promised during his election campaign 
The IMF suggests that the U.S. policy agenda could unfold in ways that could 
derail its forecasts 
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A wider fiscal deficit could have either of two outcomes: It could cause output to 
rise while leading to a moderate rise in interest rates 
Or it could cause a sharp rise in interest rates without any significant increase in 
output 
The world economy would benefit in the first scenario but not in the second 
Concern for emerging economies: 
The IMF warns that emerging markets, including India, will find the external 
conditions for growth less supportive than in the post-2000 period thus far 
Reason 
Slower growth in the developed world means lesser demand for emerging 
market goods and services 
Tightening monetary conditions in the advanced world spell lower capital flows 
Subdued commodity prices mean that terms of trade improvements will be 
limited 
Global scenario: 
China faces the problem of a large expansion in credit which has sustained 
growth in recent years 
India is wrestling with a huge debt overhang 
Excessive debt in many parts of the world could undermine the IMF’s upbeat 
forecasts 
The threat of protectionism and anti-globalisation sentiments in the U.S. and 
Europe pose bigger risks than many of the factors mentioned above 
Finally, there are rising geopolitical tensions. U.S.-Russia relations have touched a 
new low 
There is a real prospect of confrontation between the U.S. and Russia over the 
conflict in Syria 
Tensions over North Korea have reached a flashpoint 
 
 
The U.S. and China are at loggerheads over maritime rights in the South China 
Sea 
 
 

 

 

GS:2—IR 
 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Navigating between friends) 
Context: Changes in the United States’ attitude to Iran could be very serious for India 
Among the issues involved are: 
India’s access to Iranian oil supplies and other resources 
Progressively more cordial relations between New Delhi and Washington, and 
India’s deepening defence relationship with Israel 
US stand: 
The Trump administration is openly and consistently confrontational towards Iran 
U.S. Allies: 
Washington’s major regional allies, Israel and Saudi Arabia, have been no less hostile 
India’s Iran relationship: 
In October 2016, Iran was India’s largest supplier of crude oil, with its exports to India 
exceeding the overall largest supplier Saudi Arabia’s exports by over 10% 
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As the U.S. federal body Energy Information Administration notes, India is also funnelling 
Iranian oil into its expanding strategic petroleum reserves (SPR), with a view to holding 
90 days’ supply against contingencies 
Crucially, Tehran has consistently offered New Delhi very favourable terms, including 
non-dollar oil sales and other commercial attractions 
Oil is of course only one commodity in a long-standing Indo-Iranian trade relationship 
Iran buys basmati rice and sugar from India, as well as various agrochemicals and 
petroleum products 
The Indian government has taken steps to reassure Indian insurers in the public and 
private sectors, as well as banks, over the risks they might take in handling Iranian money 
while the U.S. sanctions regime remains in force 
In addition, India and Iran have reached agreement on the expansion of several industrial 
facilities at the port of Chabahar; the work is to be undertaken mainly by Indian entities 
Another substantial deal is the one under preparation for India to have operating rights 
in the Farzad B gas field, which lies within Iranian waters in the Persian Gulf 
Consequences: 
The prospect of a more aggressive U.S. attitude on Iran will almost certainly make the 
Government of India very uncomfortable 
It may help India that within the U.S. and Israel, moderating factors — both commercial 
and military — obtain 
Another important deal is a 10-year, $16.6-billion contract for the aerospace giant Boeing 
to supply Iran Air with 80 passenger aircraft 
Quite apart from Boeing’s competition with the EU manufacturer Airbus, any attack on 
Iran could put about 1,00,000 U.S. jobs at risk 
 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source –The Hindu A solution in search of a problem 
Context: 
In seven decades, the nation has failed to answer the question that who are the 
backward class of citizens 
This failure is at the core of demands by several rich, powerful and dominant castes to be 
included as backward classes (BCs) to obtain the benefits of reservations 
The new NCBC 
On April 10, Lok Sabha passed the 123rd amendment to the Constitution which will, 
when it becomes law, bring into being a ‘constitutional’ National Commission for 
Backward Classes (NCBC) 
The current NCBC was created under an Act of Parliament in 1993 
The new insertion into the Constitution (Article 338B) is identical to the Articles 338 and 
338A that respectively created the national commission for SCs and another for STs 
The amendment also brings about changes to Articles 342 and 366 
The Amendment: 
123rd amendment amounts to that the Union government has in one stroke brought BCs 
in league with the SC/STs as victims of discrimination, exclusion and violence 
It not only is illogical and lacks historical justification, but is fraught with several 
challenges to the way India runs its welfare system 
New NCBC is a solution in search of the problem: 
The new NCBC is bound to create more problems than it is capable of solving 
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One, on the task of identifying backward classes, the new entity will not even be 
expected to do the job. Hereafter Parliament will determine who is a BC for the ‘Central’ 
List 
Two, since it has no responsibility to define backwardness, it cannot address the current 
challenge of well-off castes’ demands to be included as BCs 
Delinking Article 340: 
Article 340 deals with the need to, inter alia, identify those “socially and educationally 
backward classes”, understand the conditions of their backwardness, and make 
recommendations to remove the difficulties they face 
The Article stipulates appointment of a commission to give effect to its provisions 
This was the context for the appointment of two commissions (one headed by Kaka 
Kalelkar in the 1950s and the other by B.P. Mandal in the 1970s) 
Even the 1993 NCBC Act was based on this article 
The 123rd amendment delinks the whole folio of backward classes from Article 340 and 
brings it closer to provisions related to SC/STs 
Shortcoming of the current NCBC: 
The main shortcoming of the current NCBC, according to the Union government, is that it 
has no power “to hear the grievances” of the BCs 
The SC commission has become the gold standard for those demanding the new NCBC 
If the new body is as incompetent as its role model, the nation will be spared of a lot of 
avoidable problems 
The government initially proposed to set up the “National Commission for Socially and 
Educationally Backward Classes” which is — in nomenclature, at least — closer to Article 
340 
By retaining the old generic name of NCBC and delinking the body from its soul (Article 
340), the government set the stage for the whole scheme of special protections under 
the Constitution to crumble 
Article 340: 
The article reflects the Constituent Assembly’s understanding on the matter which is 
relevant even today: there are classes, not castes, which suffer from social and 
educational backwardness, and the state has the burden of allocating adequate funds to 
ameliorate their conditions 
It stretches one’s credulity to accept that the article stipulates quotas and representation 
be extended to BCs 
New untouchable: 
Though Article 338B keeps the socially and educationally backward classes as its subject 
matter, in practice the proposed system will treat the developmental issues related to 
BCs on a par with caste discrimination and untouchability suffered by SCs and even by 
STs 
The new NCBC will hear grievances, inquire into complaints, summon officials given its 
powers as a civil court, issue directions and have the right to be consulted by both Union 
and the States on policy matters related to BCs 
One is right to assume that BCs do face discrimination and exclusion and they deserve 
state support 
The whole business of inquiries into complaints, safeguards, recording evidence, etc. will 
result in the need to enact laws similar to the ones in existence for the protection of 
SC/STs 
Consider a possibility: in case of an atrocity against SCs, the National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes intervenes as a guardian of their rights 
It is not rare that in most atrocities SCs are pitted against Sudras (be they upper or lower) 
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It is irrelevant whether it is an atrocity or a group clash, once an incident flares up two 
‘constitutional’ national commissions will clash, each defending its wards 
 

 

 

GS:2—GOVERNANCE  
 

Welfare 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Reorient social sector subsidies: NITI Aayog) 
Context: NITI’s three-year action plan for the economy 
About action plan: 
India’s social sector subsidies should be reoriented so that beneficiaries don’t become 
dependent on them 
It mooted a reduction in food subsidies as a proportion of GDP by 2019-20 through 
better targeting and rationalisation measures 
Rationale: Within revenue expenditures, subsidies have tended to crowd out the 
socially more productive expenditures such as those on education and health 
The social subsidies should be reoriented so that beneficiaries become economically 
independent instead of remaining perpetually dependent on them 
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NGO 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (SC seeks law to regulate NGO funds) 
The Supreme Court suggested that the government ought to frame a statutory law to 
regulate the flow of public money to the NGOs and appointing NITI Aayog as the nodal 
agency for NGO registration 
Also, Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology (CAPART) 
recommended the registration of 159 FIRs against various NGOs for swindling 
government funds 
Background: The Centre on April 4 handed over to the Supreme Court the new 
guidelines framed for accreditation of nearly 30 lakh NGOs and voluntary organisation 
in the country 
But the court said the guidelines might not prove sufficient for “systematising the entire 
process of accreditation, fund utilisation and audit of NGOs” 
The Union Rural Development Ministry had framed the accreditation guidelines to 
regulate the “manner in which the VOs/NGOs, which are recipient of grants, would 
maintain their account, the procedure for audit of the account, including procedure to 
initiate action for recovering of the grants in case of misappropriation and criminal 
action” 
Black list: The court, however, gave the government the liberty to start civil and 
criminal proceedings against 703 NGOs, which according to CAPART, have defaulted. 
The agency, which works under the Rural Development Ministry, said 718 NGOs had 
been initially blacklisted, but 15 had responded satisfactorily to notices issued on them 
Issues: CBI records filed in 2016 in the Supreme Court had shown show that only 
2,90,787 NGOs file annual financial statements of a total of 29,99,623 registered ones 
under the Societies Registration Act 
In some States, the CBI said the laws do not even provide for the NGOs to be 
transparent about their financial dealings 
In the Union Territories, of a total of 82,250 NGOs registered and functioning, only 50 
file their returns 
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New Delhi has the highest number of registered NGOs among the Union Territories at 
76,566. But none of these organisations submit returns 
In Kerala, which has 3,69,137 NGOs, there is no legal provision to submit returns 
The same is the case for Punjab with 84,752 and Rajasthan with 1.3 lakh NGOs 

 

 

GS:3—ENVIRONMENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (A shrinking home for endemic birds) 
Research: Researchers analysed range maps used by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and found that for 17 of 18 bird species, the distribution 
was smaller than IUCN estimates 
analysis: Birds endemic to the biodiverse Western Ghats appear to be in greater danger 
than they were thought to be, because the range of places they live in may have been 
overestimated 
The ‘Red List’ classifications of the IUCN serve to guide protection policies; ‘less vulnerable’ 
species receive a lower conservation focus 
Data: The study published in the journal Biological Conservation, argues that IUCN 
overestimated the habitat of these bird species by up to 88%. Of the 18 species, habitats 
of 12 were overestimated by over 50%. 
But when researchers used a spatial modelling technique, they found its range was just 
43,060 sq. km, or, nearly 81% less than the estimates. This would put the bird in the ‘Near 
Threatened’ category 
Again, the Nilgiri pipit appears to have lost 88% of its habitat, making it “endangered” 
rather than “vulnerable” 
Under the new model, 10 species could be bumped up on the IUCN scale, for a higher risk 
Example: The Malabar grey hornbill which IUCN classifies as ‘Least Concern’ and believes is 
distributed across 2.3 lakh sq.km in Kerala and Karnataka 
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Source—The Hindu (Aadhaar-PAN linkage meant to plug tax leaks, says SC) 

1. News 

• Supreme Court view on the mandatory linking of Aadhaar to the Permanent Account 

Number (PAN) and Income Tax returns: 

• Commendable move: Linking is government’s efforts to bring new and new laws to stop 

leakages. 

• To fight against tax evasion in the country. 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

2. Justice A.K. Sikri observation: “When tax evasions are there, the

 governme

nt will try to bring new and new laws to stop leakages. We as citizens are like that… we 

don’t want to pay taxes, shame on us. This conduct and character is seen for example 

at the time of matrimonial alliance. Then the groom has the best income. The moment 

the estranged wife files a maintenance application, the same boy is a pauper,” 

3. Petition: filed by Ramon Magsaysay award winner Bezwada Wilson, former Kerala 

Minister Binoy Viswam and ex-Army officer S.G. Vombatkere 

4. Challenge? Constitutionality of Section 139AA inserted in the Income Tax Act by the 

Finance Act, 2017. 

5. Section 139AA: The provision makes Aadhaar mandatory for getting a PAN. Possession 

of Aadhaar card is necessary for the continuing validity of an existing PAN and for filing 

returns under the income tax law. 

6. Menace of Fake Aadhar:  

• Attorney-General Mukul Rohatgi said there were five to 10 lakh fake PAN cards 

generated every year. Mr. Rohatgi also said the biometric technology used in Aadhaar 

left no chance for duplication. 

7. Key fact: 132% of the population of Delhi is shown to have taken Aadhaar cards and 

104% all over the country. 34,000 agencies which dealt with collecting data for Aadhaar 

were blacklisted. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source – The Hindu (SEBI to grant one licence to brokers, clearing members) 

news 

 Market regulator SEBI decided to grant a unified licence to brokers and clearing members to 

operate in commodity derivative as well as equity markets. 
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 SEBI’s board approved a proposal for integration of stock brokers in equity and commodity 

derivative space. 

 Advantages of Unified licence:  

 Abroker or clearing member dealing in the securities markets will be allowed to buy, sell or 

deal in commodity derivatives without setting up a separate entity and vice-versa. 

 It will increase economic efficiency in terms of meeting operational and compliance 

obligations at the member level, potentially resulting in ease of doing business. 

 Help in widening market penetration and facilitate effective regulatory oversight by stock 

exchanges and SEBI. 

Stricter P-Note norms: 

 SEBI also decided to bar resident as well as non-resident Indians from making investments 

through participatory notes. 

Why such a move?  

 The decision is part of efforts to strengthen the regulatory framework for offshore derivative 

instruments (ODIs), commonly known as participatory notes (P-Notes), which have been long 

seen as being possibly misused for routing of black money from abroad. 

What are Participatory notes? 

1. Participatory notes, also referred to as “P-notes,” are financial instruments used by 

investors or hedge funds that are not registered with the Securities and Exchange 

Board of India (SEBI) to invest in Indian securities. 

2. Any dividends or capital gains collected from the underlying securities go back to the 

investors. Indian regulators are against participatory notes because they fear that 

hedge funds acting through participatory notes will cause economic volatility in India’s 

exchanges. 

3. Foreign institutional investors (FIIs) provide quick money entering the Indian capital 

market. Because of the short-term nature of investing, regulators have fewer guidelines 

for FIIs. To invest in Indian stock markets without the hassle of involvement with the 

regulatory approval process, FIIs trade P-notes. 

4. P-notes are easily traded overseas through endorsement and delivery. They are popular 

because investors anonymously take positions in Indian markets, and hedge funds 

anonymously carry out their operations. Some entities route their investments through 

P-notes to take advantage of certain countries’ tax laws. 

5. However, because of the anonymity, Indian regulators face difficulty determining a P-

note’s original and end owner. Therefore, much unaccounted money enters the 
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country through P-notes. In addition, SEBI has no jurisdiction over trading P-notes. 

Although FIIs must register with SEBI, the P-notes trading among FIIs are not registered. 

For this reason, India’s government is concerned that P-notes are being used for money 

laundering. 

6. For this reason, the Special Investigation Team (SIT) wants stricter compliance 

measures put in place for trading P-notes. However, when the government proposed 

putting trading restrictions on P-notes in the past, the Indian market became extremely 

volatile. For example, around the time the government began talking about curbing P-

note trading in October 2007, the market dropped 1744 points. Because FIIs help fuel 

the growth of the Indian economy, industries and capital market, and because 

increasing regulations on P-notes would increase the difficulty of foreign money 

entering the market, the Indian government and investors reacted with fear. The 

government ended its discussion on regulating P-notes. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (‘Govt. school teachers often away on duty’) 

News : Highlights of Survey on teachers absenteeism in government schools in Karnataka and 

five other states: 

 Survey conducted by Azim Premji Foundation (APF), covered 2,861 teachers in 619 

government schools across Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Bihar and 

Madhya Pradesh; there were 371 teachers from 60 schools in Karnataka alone. Nearly 

19 % of the teachers were not present in school at the time of the survey. 

 Nearly 7% of the teachers were absent on account of a range of official duties outside 

the classroom. 

 5% of the teachers were found to be absent from school without any reason. 

 Main reason teachers were away from school was not neglect of duty, but rather 

“systemic issues” that required them to take up other tasks. 

Reasons for not being at School: 

1. Official academic duty- deputation to other schools, training, and cluster 

meetings. 

2. Administrative duty- submission of report on midday meals, children with 

special needs and other incentive schemes. 

3. Other duties- elections, health issues, panchayat meetings and department 

schemes. 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

4. The data is based on a day’s visit to each school during August-September 

2016. 

5. The study also found that more female teachers (83.8%) were present in school 

than males (78.4%). About 80.5% of the regular teachers were present in 

school, as opposed to 83.5% of headmasters. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Politics and the police) 
1. Context: State governments have failed to protect Directors General of Police from 

arbitrary transfers. In the event of a regime change following an election, new political 
dispensations assume they have an unfettered right to reshuffle officers in the civil and 
police services. Rarely has this assumption been challenged. 

2. In 2006, the Supreme Court ruled in the Prakash Singh case that the chief of a State 
police force should have a fixed tenure of at least two years 

3. SC action: The Supreme Court’s ruling reinstating T.P. Senkumar, who was replaced as 
head of the Kerala police soon after the Left Democratic Front assumed office last year, 
reinforces its 2006 judgment. 

4. Analysis: 

• It limits significantly the discretion enjoyed by the political executive in effecting 
transfers at whim. Expanding on the import of the Prakash Singh verdict, in which the 
court had given directions to insulate the police from external pressure and political 
influence, a two-judge Bench has delineated the limits of the State government’s 
subjective satisfaction in removing the DGP.  

• No longer is it valid for the government to justify a DGP’s removal on the vague ground 
that it has reached a prima facie conclusion that the public is unhappy with the 
efficiency of the force.  

• The government’s ‘subjective satisfaction’ about the state of affairs must be based on 
“cogent and rational material”, the court has ruled.  

5. Way ahead:  

• State governments would do well to implement the measures outlined in Prakash Singh 
, the message of which was that the police must be answerable to the rule of law and 
not to political masters. In particular, every State should set up a State Security 
Commission — Kerala has one — to both guide the police and decide on top police 
appointments and transfers. 

 



 
Prepze | Zenith in Preparation  

 

 

 

April ‘28th ’, 2017 
 

‘<250 words’ summary of articles of The Hindu & Indian express relevant for UPSC- 

 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

Judiciary 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Judicial performance index mooted) 

1. News: The NITI Aayog has proposed the introduction of a judicial 
performance index 

2. Aim: To reduce delays and the outsourcing of non-core functions of the 
police to private agencies or other government departments, in a bid to fix 
justice system that is in ‘dire need of reform’ 

3. Benefits:  

• The creation of a judicial performance index that could help High Courts and 
their chief justices keep track of the performance and processes at district 
courts and subordinate levels for reducing delay 

• The performance index for courts will entail fixing of ‘non-mandatory time 
frames for different types of cases to benchmark when a case has been 
delayed’ 
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• The index can also include certain progress on process steps already 
approved by High Courts and such an annual evaluation should give judges in 
High Courts ‘a sense of where they are failing and what they need to fix’ 

• Since the subordinate judiciary is largely within the domain of the High 
Courts, this could also spur competitive reform of the judiciary in those States 

4. Other reforms: It has also mooted changes in criminal justice and procedural 
laws, a repeal of all irrelevant legislation by March 2019 and reforms in land 
ownership laws — which account for 67% of litigants in civil suits 

• To improve the quality of policing, the think tank has asked the Home 
Ministry to create a task force to identify ‘non-core functions’ that can be 
outsourced to private agents or government departments in order to reduce 
the workload of the police 

• India’s police to population ratio should reach the United Nations norms of 
222 per lakh population, over the next seven years, from the current level of 
137 

• Red-flagging the adverse implications of crimes against women beyond ‘the 
obvious horror for affected individuals’, the Aayog has asked the Home 
Ministry to push for greater hiring of women in the police force, with a target 
of 30% of all new recruits 

• Enforcing contracts: Citing inordinate delays in India’s judicial system and its 
low rank on enforcing contracts in the World Bank’s ease of doing business 
report for 2017, 

• NITI has also called for streamlining judicial appointments on the basis of 
online real-time statistics on the workload of pending cases 

• Such data will help enable “priority appointment of judges at the lower 
judiciary levels keeping in mind a scientific approach to assess the number of 
judges needed to tackle pendency 
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UDAN 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (PM launches low-cost regional flights) 

1. News: PM inaugurated the first UDAN flight on the Shimla-Delhi route and 
simultaneously flagged off flights on the Kadapa-Hyderabad and Nanded-
Hyderabad sectors through a video conference from Shimla 
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India—
srilanka  

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (India, Sri Lanka sign energy pact) 
News: Under a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between India and 
Sri Lanka, both sides will collaborate in a host of energy and infrastructure projects 
across the island 
India: “Our vision to promote connectivity and development takes Sabka Saath 
Sabka Vikas to our external environment, and naturally to neighbourhood first” 
The MoU includes:  
the setting up of a Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) plant in suburban Colombo and a 
solar power plant in Sampur in Trincomalee 
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Indian assistance to enhanced use of natural gas in Sri Lanka 
joint investment in the petroleum sector and partnerships in highways and 
transportation 
the spotlight remains on the proposed joint venture to develop a World War-era oil 
storage facility in Trincomalee, the strategically located port town on the island’s 
east coast 

 

GS:2—POLITY 
 

LOKPAL  

 
 
 
 

Source—the Hindu (No barrier to naming Lokpal: SC) 

1. selection procedure: The appointments to Lokpal are made by a high-level 

selection committee of the Prime Minister, Lok Sabha Speaker, LoP, Chief 

Justice of India and an eminent jurist chosen by them. 

2. Present scenario: 

• The 16th Lok Sabha does not have a recognised LoP — the Congress could 

not get the required 10% membership in the Lok Sabha in the 2014 

parliamentary polls — the implementation of the Lokpal Act was stalled. 

• Lokpal and Lokayuktas and Other Related Law (Amendment) Bill, 2014, 

containing the proposed amendments in the law has been gathering dust 

from the date of its introduction in parliament on December 18, 2014. 

• Parliamentary Standing Committee submitted its report on December 3, 

2015, fully supporting the amendment to replace the LoP with the single 

largest opposition party leader in the Lok Sabha. 

3. Government’s contention: 

• Appointment of Lokpal Chairperson and members is not currently possible, 

and would have to wait till the 2013 Act is amended to replace the LoP 

with the single largest Opposition party leader. 

4. Supreme Court ruling: 

• India is committed to ‘zero tolerance against corruption’. 

• Existing law cannot be put on hold merely because Parliament is working 

on a better law. 

• The court pointed to sub-section (2) of Section 4 of the original 2013 Lokpal 

Act, which makes it clear that an appointment of the Chairperson or 

Members of Lokpal will not be invalidated merely because one of the 

members of the Selection Committee — the LoP — is missing. Thus, the 
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available members of the Lokpal Selection Committee could recommend 

suitable persons to the President for appointment to the Lokpal. 

• The judgment described the Lokpal Act 2013 as “an eminently workable 

piece of legislation and there is no justification to keep the enforcement of 

the Act under suspension till the amendments, as proposed, are carried 

out”. 

• Supreme Court added that it could not push the issue any further. It said 

no matter how strongly the populace feels about the imminent need for 

the Lokpal law and its beneficial effects on the citizenry of a democratic 

country, it cannot overstep its jurisdiction and encroach into the legislative 

domain. 

Key Fact: India has ratified the United Nations Convention against Corruption way 

back in May 2011. 
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lokpal 

 
 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (Lokpal panel: CJI among equals) 

1. News: The Supreme Court upheld the provision of the Lokpal law giving no 

primacy to the Chief Justice of India’s opinion on who should be 

appointed as Lokpal Chairperson and Members. 

2. The Chief Justice of India’s opinion need not always get primacy. It is the 

prerogative of the legislature to decide whether the opinion of the Chief 

Justice of India should get primacy. 

3. It is not the mandate of the Constitution that in all matters concerning the 

appointment to various offices in different bodies, primacy must be 

accorded to the opinion of the Chief Justice or his nominee. 
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Source—the Hindu (Direct tax base to soar in 3 yrs) 

1.  News: The NITI Aayog expects India’s direct tax base to rise significantly 

over the next three years, due to demonetisation and steps taken to curb 

black money by the government, pegging the direct tax to GPD ratio at 

6.3% in 2019-20 from 5.6% in 2016-17. 
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2. Reason: Demonetisation had led to a significant increase in bank deposits 

which is likely to result in disclosure of “a significant amount of income 

that would not have been done otherwise.” Therefore, it has argued that 

there could be a significant one-time increase in the direct tax revenues for 

2017-18. 

3. Recommendation:  

• The Aayog has recommended a massive increase in outlays on healthcare 

and railways and road sectors over the next three years, with the share of 

healthcare spending in total government expenditure expected to rise 

from 1.7% in 2015-16 to 3.6% by 2019-20. 

• It also highlighted the urgent need to develop the transportation 

infrastructure to assist in economic growth 

4. Health Expenditure: 

• Health expenditures contribute directly to enhancing the social welfare of 

people and in developing human capital. 

• The increased allocation should be utilised towards public health, state 

level grants, fiscal incentives and human resources for health to states to 

improve health outcomes. 

• It cautioned that the current expenditure levels on health are low. 
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Source—The Hindu (‘Revival of fertiliser plants can make India an exporter’) 

1. News: The Centre’s decision to revival of four fertiliser plants at a total 

cost of ₹50,000 crore has the potential to turn India into a fertiliser 

exporting country from an importing one.. 

2. When all the plants (at Barauni, Singhri, Gorakhpur, and Talcher) start, 

they will add about 75 lakh metric tonnes to the output, taking the total 

capacity to about 320 lakh metric tones 

3. Centre plans to improve development in the eastern region of the 

country, massive infrastructure investment in the region would be a boost 

to a ‘Second Green Revolution’ in the region. 
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Source—The Hindu (Flexible pension for informal staff mooted) 

1. Highlights of The ‘Financial Security for India’s Elderly’ report by PFRDA 

(Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority) and Crisil : 

• Workers from the informal economy and the agricultural sector should be 

allowed flexible contributions and withdrawals from pension plans due to 

the vagaries of their incomes and the risk of disasters. 

• Recommended a specific pension scheme for young women along the 

lines of the government’s Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme for young girls. 

• Since women, who account for 70% of the non-workers in India, are 

financially dependent on their male counterparts, and generally outlive 

men, the ‘feminisation’ of the elderly is going to be increasingly evident in 

the years to come, and could bring with it huge fiscal burdens. 

• The contributions could be from the women’s families. 

• Alternatively, the government could look at providing some tax relief to 

the savings held in the form of pension. This segment, if tapped properly, 

can ensure high coverage of the working age population (15-59 years). 
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Fiscal 
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Source—The Hindu (Learning to run twice as fast) 
1. Context: Beyond the 3.2% fiscal deficit target for the current year, the 

government has accepted a 3% target thereafter. Continuing this trend in the 
future will enable the realisation of the preferred 60% debt-GDP ratio by 
2023.  

2. The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Review 
Committee report, now in the public domain, has preferred a debt to GDP 
ratio of 60% for the general government by 2023, comprising 40% for the 
Central government and 20% for the State governments. 

3.  Given the recent track record, there is a reasonable probability of the 
Central government achieving the 40% debt to GDP ratio.  

4. The focus now is on the States.  
5. Concern: Can they, in partnership with the Central government, enable the 

near optimum of 60% to be achieved by the terminal date? For international 
investors and rating agencies, what matters is the fiscal position of the 
country as a whole. The challenge of States achieving a debt ceiling of 20% by 
2023 is undoubtedly Herculean for more reasons than one. 

6. Reason for concern:  
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• First, A key issue in assessing long-run fiscal sustainability is the future trend 
of the differential between the interest paid to service government debt (r) 
and the growth rate of the economy (g). For highly indebted countries, an 
increase in this differential of a couple of percentage points, if sustained, 
could lead to a change from a declining to an explosive path for the debt-to-
GDP ratio.” A negative interest rate-growth differential (i.e. r-g, growth rate 
greater than the interest rate) causes debt to GDP to decline over time. 
However, the advantages on account of a favourable r-g depend primarily on 
the level of debt stock. In this context, the Union government, which has 
larger domestic liabilities of 49.23% of GDP as compared to that of the States 
(21% of GDP), benefits more due to a negative interest rate-growth 
differential.  

Need of the hour: The combined debt dynamics necessitate States to run 
successively lower primary and fiscal deficits just to maintain their combined debt 
to GDP ratio at the current level. 

• Second, the role of exogenous factors in fiscal corrections of the States. Till 
FY13, fiscal conduct of the States was exemplary, strictly adhering to and 
even outperforming the targets of the Fiscal Responsibility Legislations 
(FRLs). No doubt positive externalities facilitated this outcome. Consolidation 
of Central loans and debt waiver to States based on their fiscal performance 
effectively reduced their interest payments to about 0.9% of Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP). Given the debt-restructuring scheme of the 
Twelfth Finance Commission (FC), Central relief packages and positive 
economic scenario, it is difficult to differentiate the fiscal correction due to 
improved management and fiscal discipline. 

• Third, the recent marked deterioration in fiscal health of the States. The 
Fourteenth FC enhanced the borrowing limits up to 0.5% of GSDP for the 
States. This was conditional on debt to GSDP ratio being less than or equal to 
25% and/or interest payments being less than or equal to 10% of the 
revenue receipts in the preceding year. The fact that only six States in FY17 
were eligible for enhanced borrowing is indicative of States’ decaying fiscal 
prudence. The recent spate of farm loan waivers is episodic and symptomatic 
of deteriorating State finances. 

7. instrumentalities available with the Central government to ensure greater 
convergence:  

• The most obvious one is the prudent use of powers defined in the 
Constitution of India under Clause (3) of Article 293. This makes it mandatory 
for a State to take the Central government’s consent for raising any loan if 
the former owes any outstanding liabilities to the latter. One or two States 
may indeed reach that position, endangering this constitutional 
instrumentality of the Central government. 

• there must be symmetry between the cost of borrowing and the quality of 
financial governance 

• ushering in transparent accounting practices. It is being increasingly 
acknowledged that the current stock of State debt at 21% of GDP could be 
underestimated owing to fallacious budgetary practices and operational 
intricacies. Off-budget expenditures through State Public Sector 
Undertakings’ (PSUs) borrowings and explicit guarantees offered by the 
States do not form a part of State government liabilities. Private researchers 
and public auditors alike have been pointing out the growing trend of off-
budget public spending and mis-categorisation of budget data. The 
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Fourteenth Finance Commission’s (FFC) recommendation of adopting “a 
template for collating, analysing and annually reporting the total extended 
public debt in their respective budgets as a supplement to the budget 
document” must be implemented. 

• emphasising quality of expenditure. A recent HSBC report notes that “quality 
of state spending (proxied by the ratio of capital to current spending) has 
been gradually worsening over the past few years”. The share of States’ 
revenue expenditure in total expenditure has remained around 80% and 
States’ non-developmental expenditure has risen by over 50% from FY2013 
to FY2016 

• encapsulating ‘Fiscal Discipline’ in determining inter se tax shares of different 
States. Fiscal discipline as a criterion for tax devolution was used by Eleventh, 
Twelfth and Thirteenth Finance Commissions for incentivising the States in 
prudent management of its finances. However, the FFC dropped this 
indicator and accommodated ‘Population (2011)’ and ‘Forest Cover’ in its 
devolution formula. Given the deteriorating condition of State finances, the 
Fifteenth Finance Commission could consider restoring fiscal discipline as a 
determinant for horizontal devolution of funds 

 

GS:2—HEALTH 
 

Malaria  

 
 
 

Source—the Hindu (In four doses) 
1. context: Beginning next year, the World Health Organisation will begin pilot 

tests of the injectable malaria vaccine RTS,S (or Mosquirix) on 750,000 children 
aged 5-17 months in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi 

2. achievement: The vaccine has been successfully put through a Phase III trial, in 
which the drug is tested for safety and efficacy. Any decision on wider use will 
be taken based on the results of the pilot tests in the three countries. If the 
vaccine does indeed prove to be ready for large-scale use, it will be a milestone 
in the fight against malaria 

3. stats: 

• Although the number of cases globally and in the African region came down by 
21% between 2010 and 2015, in 2015 itself the number of deaths worldwide on 
account of the disease was as high as 429,000.  

• According to WHO estimates, Africa accounted for 92% of these deaths, and 
90% of the 212 million new cases that year. 

4. Fact: The vaccine, given in four doses, protects against Plasmodium falciparum , 
which is the most prevalent malaria parasite in Africa. 

5. Vaccine timing: 

• The first three doses of the vaccine will be administered with a minimum 
interval of one month between each dose, followed by the fourth dose 15 to 18 
months after the third dose.  

• The first dose will be administered at about five months of age and the third 
dose has to be completed by nine months of age.  

• While the drop-out rate increases as the number of doses increases, the biggest 
challenge is the fourth dose, which warrants a new immunisation contact to be 
made 15 to 18 months after the last dose. 

6.  Results: 
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• In Phase III trials, the efficacy of the vaccine was around 30% when children 
received all the four doses; the vaccine also reduced the most severe cases by a 
third.  

• But there was a significant drop in these benefits when children did not receive 
the fourth dose.  

• Given the low protection efficacy of the vaccine even in tightly controlled 
clinical settings, the pilot tests will be useful in evaluating the likelihood of 
replicating the immunisation schedule in the context of routine health-care 
settings. 

 

April ‘29th ’, 2017 
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Source—the Hindu Flying to become paperless soon 

1. News: DigiYatra plan– paperless travel for air passengers, including digital 

boarding passes at airports .Government is woking on DigiYatra plan. 

2. Either Aadhaar or passport will be made mandatory to book air tickets so that 

passengers needn’t carry a printout of the ticket or document proof while 

entering the airport. 

3. Other features: passengers will soon be able to book taxi, make e-payments and 

get digital boarding pass through mobile phones. 

4. Pilot project:  

• The Rajiv Gandhi International Airport at Hyderabad had started a pilot project in 

2015 allowing passengers to enter Aadhaar number at kiosks set up at one of the 

entry gates 

• The Hyderabad airport plans to implement it soon at all the entry gates. 
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Source—the Hindu (AIDS control programme running blind without enough testing kits) 

1. News: ‘Test and treat’ policy for HIV patients: The Health Ministry’s new policy. 

This policy would entitle every person who tests positive for HIV to free 

treatment. 
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2. In the offing: India will soon develop a National Strategic Plan for HIV for next 

seven years and these seven years will be crucial for ending AIDS 

3. Lack of testing kits 

• Test center lacks viral load test leads to- immunological failure is being detected 

very late, leading to continuation on failing regimen, accumulation of mutations, 

and compromised future treatment options. 

• The government is unable to do viral load testing at the required scale due to a 

shortage of kits. 

• The cause of this shortage: apparently, there are no takers for the government’s 

tender for manufacture and distribution of kits 

4. Key Fact 

• Testing capacity, as of 2016-17, was only for 14,341 patients, but India currently 

has more than a million patients on anti-retroviral therapy (ART). Without 

regular testing, it is not possible to determine what level of treatment (first line, 

second line or third line) a patient needs. 

5. Basic Information 

• There are two HIV tests: the ELISA detects infection, and viral load test, the 

HIV’s RNA in an infected person. 

• Viral suppression (reducing viral load to an undetectable level) is the treatment 

goal. 

• India is party to a UNAIDS programme under which it must implement the ‘90-

90-90’ strategy: diagnose 90% of HIV-infected people in India; put 90% of cases 

on ART; and achieve viral suppression among 90% of the ART recipients. For early 

detection of treatment failure, and to achieve the 90-90-90 target by 2020, NACO 

wants a million viral load tests a year. 
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Source—the Hindu India, Cyprus call for decisive action against hosts of ‘violence 

factories’ 

1. News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting Cyprus President Nicos 

Anastasiades pitched for decisive action against states supporting, sheltering 

and sustaining “violence factories” in their regions. 

• Detailed discussions were held on bilateral as well as regional and international 

issues of mutual concern. 

• Ways to boost trade ties and U.N. Security Council reforms. 
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• Four pacts signed – including one for air services and another on cooperation in 

merchant shipping. 

2. India’s stand: India has always stood with Cyprus on crucial issues and firmly 

supports its sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity. 

3. Cyprus Stand on UNSC reforms:  Cyprus’ support to India’s bid for inclusion in 

the world body (UNSC) as a permanent member. 
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SOURCE—The Hindu (Turkey seeks defence ties with India) 

1. News: Turkey is eager to build a defence partnership with India. 

2. Apart from defence, Ankara wants to explore nuclear and space opportunities 

with India and intends to join hands with it for a more just world order. 

3. Turkey and Pakistan have been traditional friends since the 1950s when both 

joined the Western Bloc. But now Turkey has decided to create space for 

cooperation with India. 

 

 

GS:3—SECURITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SOURCE—The Hindu (Money laundering may be made criminal offence) 

1. News:  The Central government is considering a proposal to make money 

laundering a separate criminal offence to be investigated by the Enforcement 

Directorate, irrespective of a probe by other agencies. 

2. Advantage: facilitate quick action against those indulging in money laundering. 

3. The Special Investigation Team (SIT) on black money has also been of the view 

that money laundering investigations by the Enforcement Directorate should be 

allowed without any dependence on registration of cases by other police 

agencies under the legal provisions listed in the schedule of the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 

4. Present Scenario: Money laundering cases depends on the probe and 

prosecutions in predicate offences pursued by primary agencies. Many in 

government agencies are of the view that certain restrictions on money 

laundering investigations on several occasions cause impediments in taking the 

cases to their logical conclusion 

5. Practice Elsewhere:  
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• Money laundering in itself has been defined as a criminal offence in several 

countries. 

• There are separate legislations for dealing with funds generated through 

activities like drug trafficking or terror financing. 

• The United States has very stringent laws to check money laundering. 

6. What needs to be done?  The government will have to bring about several 

amendments to the PMLA, including the current definition of the “proceeds of 

crime” that is right now dependent upon the predicate offences as listed in the 

Act’s schedule. 

7. What is a predicate offence? A predicate offence is a crime that is a component 

of a more serious criminal offence. 
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SOURCE—The Hindu (A safer alternative to lithium-ion batteries) 

1. News: Scientists have developed a safer alternative to fire-prone lithium-ion 

batteries, which are common in household devices such as smartphones and 

laptops. Researchers at the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) developed the 

nickel-zinc (Ni-Zn) batteries in which a three-imensional Zn “sponge” replaces 

the powdered zinc anode, or positively charged electrode, traditionally used 

2. Advantages: Recharge ability 
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Source—The Hindu (No full stop) 
Context: 
Bhutan announced that it is unable to proceed with the Motor Vehicles Agreement with 
Bangladesh, India and Nepal 
It is a road block for the regional sub-grouping India had planned for ease of access 
among the four countries 
About MVA: 
The sub-grouping, BBIN was an alternative mooted by the government after Pakistan 
rejected the MVA at the SAARC summit in Kathmandu in 2014 
It seeks to allow trucks and other commercial vehicles to ply on one another’s highways 
to facilitate trade 
Road ahead: 
Of the other SAARC members, Sri Lanka and the Maldives are not connected by land, and 
Afghanistan could only be connected if Pakistan was on board 
Down to just three countries now after Thimphu’s decision, India, Nepal and Bangladesh 
will have to decide whether to wait for Bhutan to reconsider or to press ahead with a 
truncated ‘BIN’ arrangement 
The first option will not be easy 
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Why is Bhutan reluctant? 
The main concern expressed by Bhutanese citizen groups and politicians is over increased 
vehicular and air pollution in a country that prides itself on ecological consciousness 
The upper house of parliament has refused to ratify the MVA that was originally signed 
by all four BBIN countries in 2015 
The official announcement indicates that Thimphu will not push the agreement ahead of 
elections in 2018 
Analyzing the situation: 
To begin with, Bhutan’s objections are environmental, not political, and its government 
may well change its mind as time goes by 
Dry runs have been conducted along the routes, and officials estimate the road links 
could end up circumventing circuitous shipping routes by up to 1,000 km 
Second, Bhutan’s concerns may be assuaged if India considers the inclusion of waterways 
and riverine channels as a less environmentally damaging substitute 
Bhutan’s objections may even spur an overhaul of emission standards for trucks currently 
plying in India, Nepal and Bangladesh 
Increasing connectivity: 
The BBIN pact denotes a “can-do” attitude on India’s part, as it shows a willingness to 
broaden its connectivity canvas with all countries willing to go ahead at present, leaving 
the door open for those that may opt to join in the future 
A similar initiative for the Asian Highway project under the BCIM (Bangladesh-China-
India-Myanmar) corridor got a boost this week as the countries moved to upgrade the 
dialogue to the governmental level 
India has refused to attend China’s Belt and Road summit on May 14-15, objecting to 
projects in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, the BCIM will remain a way of joining the network 
when India’s concerns are met 
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Source—The Hindu Facing up to IT 
India’s IT Sector: 
A globalising world enabled the spectacular rise of India’s IT industry over the last couple 
of decades 
The IT sector not only pulled up the GDP but also came to symbolise young India’s 
aspirations 
Challenge it faces: 
With the world now bending towards protectionism, it faces a challenge to its talent-
centric, software export model 
In recent weeks, a slew of countries, which are estimated to account for three-fourths of 
the industry’s revenues, have placed stricter rules on their companies getting talent from 
overseas 
There are visa rule changes for Indian tech personnel after Brexit and Donald Trump’s 
victory in the U.S. after promises to put the brakes on outsourcing 
Protectionism: 
President Trump signed the ‘Buy American, Hire American’ executive order last week 
He was seeking to raise the bar for the award of H-1B visas, an important route for Indian 
companies, so that they are given to the “most-skilled or highest-paid” beneficiaries 
Earlier this month, the U.K. scrapped a category of short-term visas that have been used 
extensively by Indian companies to get their IT professionals on-site 
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The Australian equivalent of this is the recent junking of what are called the ‘457 visa’ 
rules 
Singapore has reportedly kept approvals for work permits on hold for a while now 
The way forward: 
It is still too early to gauge the exact impact on IT companies, because much depends on 
their ability to rework their operational models to do less on-site 
It is a challenging time for the industry – with slowing business growth, strengthening 
rupee and difficult transition from a traditional model to one that is cloud-based 
Indian IT companies are getting the lion’s share of H-1B visas for Indian nationals 
The government, which has reportedly sought a World Trade Organisation-backed 
framework to facilitate trade in services in the light of rule-tightening by the developed 
countries, is naturally concerned 
The industry, which employs over 3.5 million people and earns over $100 billion in export 
revenues, is now navigating a world with walls 
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Source—The Indian Express Adieu, Lokpal? 
Context: 
Six years ago, in April 2011, Anna Hazare began a hunger strike to establish a strong Jan 
Lokpal Bill to fight all-pervasive corruption 
Thereafter, for more than two years until the 2013 elections, the India Against 
Corruption (IAC) movement of Team Anna, riding the wave of popular discontent and 
anger against the governing class, brought a weak government to its knees and 
governance to a standstill 
Lokpal Act 2013: 
Caving in to enormous public pressure, Parliament passed the Lokpal Act in 2013 
This act is perhaps the only one enacted post-Independence due to direct “people 
power” 
The Act, however, stagnates in the statute books, ignored by the civil society that earlier 
vigorously rooted for its implementation 
Amendment in the Act: 
The act, even in its present moribund state, is being whittled down with amendments, 
such as one in 2016 
It eliminates the earlier statutory requirement for public servants to disclose the assets 
of their spouses and dependent children 
Though it is well-known that illegally acquired assets are usually in the names of family 
members 
Similarly, the government proposed amendment to the Prevention of Corruption Act 
(PCA) 
This requires the Lokpal to seek government sanction not only for prosecuting public 
servants but even retired public officials – is clearly designed to weaken the Lokpal 
Extinguishing public interest in the Lokpal: 
The singular factor is the prime minister who, post-demonetisation, has assumed the 
mantle of the nation’s anti-corruption messiah 
Deified by a large section of his countrymen, he is perceived as the only hope in the 
Herculean fight against corruption 
So powerful and clean is his public image that Anna Hazare’s recent threat to agitate 
against the government for not appointing the Lokpal has been contemptuously ignored 
And so has the SC’s reprimand over the delay in appointing the Lokpal 
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No individual or institution today dares to confront the PM on corruption 
Why is the PM, silent on Lokpal? 
The ostensible reason the government has given is that there is no Leader of Opposition 
for constituting the selection committee for appointing the Lokpal 
Although the same statutory limitation for the appointment of the CBI director was 
overcome through a suitable amendment in the law 
SC’s ruling: 
The Supreme Court ruled this week that the Lokpal could be appointed without a Leader 
of Opposition 
It is not difficult to fathom that the real reason for the government’s reluctance on the 
Lokpal is on account of its implications for the CBI 
The Lokpal Act has invested the inquiry and prosecution wings of the Lokpal with the 
powers presently exercised by the CBI, the last thing that the political executive would 
concede willingly 
The CBI today is an outfit with an unmistakeable aura of menace, with everyone in the 
hierarchy from ministers downward holding the agency in fearful awe 
No government would want an investigating agency functioning under an unaccountable 
entity to monitor not only government servants but also MPs and the top political 
executive including the PM 
Case in Romania:  
Countrywide anti-corruption protests in Romania in February this year, forced the 
government to withdraw an ordinance designed to weaken Romania’s anti-corruption 
authority, the DNA 
The ordinance that outraged the nation sought to decriminalise abuse in office by 
officials if the sums involved were less than $48,500 
The ruling party, the PSD, has alleged that the anti-corruption ombudsman, the DNA, is 
politically biased, indicting more of their officials than of other parties 
Significantly, in the first eight months of 2016, the DNA had indicted 777 individuals 
including judges, parliamentarians and ministers 
While the people have applauded the DNA, it has been accused by politicians of being 
draconian and biased 
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Lake 
ecosystem 

 
 
 

Source—The Hindu (pg12 In Bengaluru, steps to save a poisoned lake0 
1. Context: two years after accumulating froth inexplicably caught fire at the 

Bellandur Lake, the largest in the city, the National Green Tribunal — in 
perhaps its strictest order yet — pulled up Bengaluru’s governing bodies. 

2. NGT order: It ordered the shutdown of industries nearby, while setting a 
strict deadline — a month — to de-weed and de-silt and to ensure the 
stoppage of nearly 500 million litres of sewage that flow daily into the 700-
acre lake 

3. Why did NGT intervene?: The severely-polluted lake, where froth at its 
outlets often overflows into neighbouring roads, had spurred local NGOs to 
approach the green tribunal against what they termed “government 
inaction” to stem the decline of the lake. 

4. Need of the hour: Knee-jerk reactions of erecting meshes to stop the 
overflow of froth or sprinklers to suppress foam were no longer enough. An 
action plan to revive the lake was needed 

5. Conclusion: While judicial action might help revive the lake, Bellandur is not 
isolated in its troubles. Over the years, frothing has been reported in outlets 
of at least four other lakes, while the Arkavathy river, which carries with it 
north Bengaluru’s sewage, has started to spout foam too. The question is: 
does Bengaluru need a flurry of legal cases to save the city’s waterbodies, or 
will the Bellandur experience prod policymakers to take action? 
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