
With this assessment students will evaluate the events they discussed relating to the West in 
the late 1800s, generate three adjectives to better describe the west than just “wild,” and 
then use evidence from the unit to describe their reasoning on a one page assessment. 

Great for grades 6 - 9!

How should historians describe the 
west in the late 1800s?

8.3 EXPANSION AND IMPERIALISM: 
Beginning in the second half of the 
19th century, economic, political, 
and cultural factors contributed to 
a push for westward expansion and 
more aggressive United States 
foreign policy.

Students will create a one page 
project that analyzes three words 
to describe the west in the late 
1800s. 

8.3a.1 - Students will examine the 
effects of the transcontinental railroad 
on the movement toward westward 
expansion. 

8.3a.2 - Students will examine 
examples of Native American 
resistance to the western 
encroachment, including the Sioux 
Wars and the flight and surrender of 
Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce.

8.3a.3 - Students will examine United 
States and New York State policies 
toward Native Americans, such as the 
displacement of Native Americans 
from traditional lands, creation of 
reservations, efforts to assimilate 
Native Americans through the creation 
of boarding schools, the Dawes Act, 
and the Indian Reorganization Act and 
the Native Americans’ various 
responses to these policies. 

8.2e.1 - Students will examine the 
Populist Party as a reform effort by 
farmers in response to 
industrialization.

Teachers should review the assessment and decide whether they would prefer to assign 
students the digital version of the assessment or the paper version. Teacher should also make 
sure that students have access to all of the lesson from the unit so that they can collect the 
necessary information for their assessments. If needed, make copies of the handouts.  

1. Discuss slides 1 and 2 with students. Have them brainstorm adjectives and as 
they come up with examples, write those examples on the screen. If students are 
stuck, pick each of the individual events, and have them then generate adjectives 
more individually. (15-20 min.) (If teachers have the word wall for this unit, they 
can include the images on the front board, and have students use them for 
reference.) 

2. Have students choose the three words that they would like to explore for their 
project. Stress the idea that the three terms they choose should refer to the west 
as a whole, and not just one particular event.(5 min.)

3. Discuss the remaining slides with students including the rubric and the example 
provided. (10 min.) If time is available, students can start collecting their evidence.
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DA
Y 1

DA
Y 2

Students should be given the full period to review their lessons from the unit and 
collect their evidence. Note that they should have two to three examples for each 
word chosen. I find it necessary to circle the room to remind students to NOT 
write in full sentences (and just copy the full text), and to add in details to their 
notes that they can reference later in their final project. Students should be 
finished with their notes by the end of the class period or finish the rest for 
homework. 

 

DA
Y 3

-4

Students should be given at least two class periods to complete their projects. At 
this point, review the final project guidelines with students along with the rubric 
and the example provided. I would also note the each section starts and ends with 
a sentence that includes the word chosen. 

Student Sources:
● A copy of the handout (pages 1-4) or the digital version

Teacher Sources:
● Link the printed handout Google Slides 
● Link to the Classroom Presentation - this is to be used in coordination with the 

student handout. 
● Link to the Digital Presentation 
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Name ________________________
Social Studies

At the very beginning of this unit, we discussed the major myths about the West. As we discussed, it’s 
often described as the “wild” west. However, now we know it was much more than that. 

When historians research and write about history, they often argue (with words and writing) about 
how best to describe a particular era or time period. 

We’re going to do the same! You’re going to pick three words to best describe the west in the 
1800s. Then, you’re going to use evidence from the unit (primary or secondary sources) to support 
the three words you chose. 

In doing so, you will answer the following question: 

Let’s brainstorm some adjectives. Think about 
words to describe the events we discussed 

during this unit.
Major events and 
topics from this Unit: 

● Battle of Little Bighorn
● The Long Drive and the rise 

and fall of the cowboy
● The building of the 

Transcontinental Railroad
● The creation of the 

Homestead Act and the 
movement of settlers west 

● The Populism Movement
● The creation of boarding 

schools for Native American 
Children

● The Wounded Knee 
Massacre

● The loss of land for Mexican 
and Native Americans

● The mining boom in the west
● The development of ranches 

in the west
● The killing of the bison of 

the west 
● The signing of the Fort 

Laramie Treaty in 1868

Now, you should pick three words that you think BEST describe the west in the late 1800s. You do 
not need to pick from the list. You can add in your own if you wish. Keep in mind…

1. These words should work together. This means that that you should pick three distinct words, 
not three words with similar definitions. 

2. Make sure that you choose words that reflect the evidence. If you can’t support your chosen 
word with evidence, it will make your project very difficult to create! 

WRITE THE WORDS HERE:

1. ____________________ , 2. ____________________  , 3. ____________________ 


